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PART II-vVOL. XXII. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS RELATING TO 
OPERATIONS IN MISSOURI, ARKANSAS, KANSAS, THE 
INDIAN TERRITORY, AND DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTH- 
WEST, FROM JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31, 1863. 


UNION CORRESPONDENCH, HTC. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, . 
Saint Louis, January 1, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

I have the honor to send herewith copy of my reply * to Major-Gen- 
eral Holmes’ letter of the 7th ultimo, in which, by direction of his com- 
mander-in-chief, he asks full information in regard to the execution of 
ten men, by order of Brigadier-General McNeil, Missouri State Militia, 
some time since in Northeastern Missouri. 

The question is one of some delicacy, and I hope my solution of it will 
meet the approval of the General-in. Chief. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


NORTHERN MISSOURI, January 1, 1863. 


His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States : 

Your memorialists, loyal citizens of the United States and of the State 
of Missouri, respectfully represent that, since the outbreak of the present 
rebellion, Northern Missouri, in common with the southern part of the 
State, has been infested by hordes of lawless depredators, popularly 
known as guerrillas, though styling themselves ‘Confederate soldiers,” 
led by desperate and unprincipled men, having not even the form of 
official commissions from the authorities of the so-called Confederate 
States, and whose modes of warfare have been only those resorted to 
and practiced by highway robbers, thieves, murderers, and assassins. 
Not having from any source a recognition as belligerents, they have, 
nevertheless, not scrupled to wage relentless war against the Govern- 
ment of the United States and of the State of Missouri, and against the 
peace, safety, and happiness of the loyal citizens of this State. In 


* See Curtis to Holmes, December 27, 1862, Part I, p. 879, 
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thus doing, they have causelessly murdered non-combatants by hang- 
ing, by shooting, by cutting their throats, and by divers other cruel, 
inhuman, and outrageous methods. They have fired into railroad trains, 
killing and maiming soldiers and citizens, and placing in imminent peril 
the lives of women and children. They have burned and destroyed 
railroad bridges, thereby causing trains filled with non-combatants to 
be precipitated into streams, killing, drowning, and wounding many 
persons, including women and cbildren. They have, in the darkness of 
night, summoned citizens to the doors of their dwellings and there 
shot them dead. They have deliberately, and without provocation, fired 
into dwellings, placing in extreme jeopardy the lives of innocent and 
helpless persons therein. They have abducted citizens from their dwell- 
ings and families and murdered them secretly, and by methods un- 
known to the community at large. They have practiced inhuman and 
diabolical cruelties upon prisoners in their hands by brutally whipping 
and hanging them until nearly dead. And all this has been done for 
no other reason than that the parties thus murdered and outraged were, 
and had been, true and faithful in their allegiance to the United States. 
More than this, they have robbed the loyal citizens of Northern Mis- 


souri of hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of property, taking in. 


numerous instances the only horse from a needy and dependent family. 
They have stripped thousands of families of clothing, money, grain, 
cattle, wagons, arms, and ammunition, and, in short, of everything 
which their cupidity could iead them to covet or their wants to desire. 
Nor have these operations been confined to a few or remote localities. 
Every county, every community, has thus been scourged, until scareely 
a loyal family has remained untouched. Thus these desperadoes deso- 
lated the whole land, establishing a reign of terror. Under this scourge 
many loyal citizens have filed from the State to preserve their lives; 
many have been forced to abandon their families and take refuge in 
the Federal army, and for weeks and months thousands have been 
nightly driven to the woods and fields to find shelter from the fury of 
these prowling fiends. 

Your Excellency will not, however, understand that during all this 
time the United States and State Governments have been inactive in 
their efforts to crush out rebellion in this section of the State. Many 
thousand troops have occupied and held the various important points in 
Northern Missouri, and at no time have these guerrillas been able to 
withstand, in open conflict, by any combination of their forces, the reg- 
ularly organized troops of the Government. ‘But the character of their 
warfare and their intimacy with the topography of the country have 
been such that eighteen months’ experience has demonstrated that 
organized troops, in however large bodies, simply holding isolated points 
with ample power to control any given point, but governed only by the 
rules and methods of ordinary and regular warfare, could not check the 
outrages referred to, nor assure peace and safety to the loyal people. 


Experience long since convinced the military authorities of this depart- | 


ment that something more was necessary than the mere occupancy of 
the country by Federal troops and the dispersion of aggregated bands 
of marauders. Hence the orders of Generals Halleck and Schofield the 
point of which was that all guerrillas taken in arms should be shot. 
Had those orders in every instance been strictly carried out, it cannot 
be doubted that the effect would have been most happy. But too many 
such persons fell into the hands of our military authorities, who lacked 
the nerve to administer the required penalty. ‘The result was thousands 
of these desperadoes were released on parole and bond ; 1 country-was 
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again overrun by them, and their reiterated acts of brigandism were none 
the less violent or atrocious that they involved the additional crime of 
perjury. Oaths and bonds imposed no restraint upon such persons, 
on demoniac passions now burned with a new and doubly heated 

ame. : 

_it was in these dark days, when this whole section was in terror and 
dismay at the unchecked and apparently uncontrollable outrages of 
these men, that Brig. Gen. John MeNeil, Missouri State Militia, com- 
manding the Division of Northeastern Missouri, caused ten of these per- 
sons, all of whom had been, and at the time of their capture were, par- 
ticipants in the outrages of the general nature recited, to be publicly 
executed at Palmyra, in this State. The immediate occasion for this 
execution was the abduction and undoubted murder by these men, or 
their associates in crime, of one Andrew Allsman, a loyal citizen of Pal- 
myra, a non-combatant, a man respectable in character and advanced — 
in years. It was not, however, simply to avenge his death that ten crim- 
inals were executed. It was, additionally, to vindicate the power and 
‘authority of law and of the Government; to strike terror into the hearts 
of those whom no sentiments of right, honor, or justice could reach. It 
was to give safety and peace to this distracted country, and to assure 
the now almost incredulous people that the Government was not utterly 
powerless for their protection. It was a stroke absolutely essential to 
teach traitors that they could not, and should not, with impunity, out- 
rage the rights and sacrifice the happiness and safety of whole com- 
munities. The act has achieved its desired purpose. he law and the 
supremacy of our Government are vindicated. Citizens return in peace 
and safety to their homes. They are no longer assassinated at pleasure 
by lawless ruffians. They feel that in truth they have a Government, 
and that that Government is, indeed, able and willing to cover them . 
with its protecting shield. 

Your memorialists have observed with many apprehensions the de- 
mand made by Jefferson Davis, President of the so-called Confederate 
States, for the delivery of General McNeil to the Confederate authori- 
ties. We therefore adopt this method and take this occasion of laying 
before you a representation of the condition and experience of Missouri 
during the progress of this rebellion, believing this only necessary to 
convince Your Excellency that the act of General McNeil in the prem- 
ises was not only in accordance with the spirit of the general orders 
then and now in force in this department, but that it was the only meas- 
ure which could restore peace and assure safety to the loyal citizens of 
Northern Missouri. In view of all the facts, therefore, your memorial- 
ists most heartily approve of the act of General McNeil as specified, and 
do hereby earnestly entreat the Government of the United States not 
to surrender that officer to those demanding him, but to approve and 
sustain his act in the premises, believing that in so doing he not only 
had in view and subserved the high and sacred interests of our whole 
country, but also showed himself to be a good soldier and a true and 
humane patriot. 

Expressing the highest confidence in your administration, and the 
sincerest wish that the blessings of Heaven may attend your efforts to 
restore our country to a condition of perfect unity, peace, and prosper- 
ity, and assuring you that all our influence is given you in your en- 
deavors to achieve such a glorious consummation, we remain your loyal 
fellow-citizens.* 


*Numerously signed by citizens of Clarke, Lewis, and Shelby Counties. 
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FAYETTEVILLE, ARK., January 1, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 

Your dispatch of the 29th was received last night. I will be ready 
to move to-morrow, as you may direct, but will await your reply to my 
dispatch of yesterday, suggesting a movement eastward. It is evident 
that another advance of the enemy cannot be made as far west as this 
place. He cannot supply his army west of the Ozark and Huntsville 
line, and probably not there. I might move as far east as Huntsville, 
and then, if necessary, porth from that point. The enemy would not 

dare to move north via Yellville or Carrollton, with my force at Hunts- 
ville. There would be’some difficulty in getting supplies from Spring- 
field, but it could be done. I have no information of Hindman’s force, 
later than that obtained by Generals Blunt and Herron, at Van Buren. 
They are convinced that McCulloch had come up, but started back the 
day before their arrival. A retreat had been determined on before the 
attack by our troops. Whether the rebels are going below Little Rock 
or intend to advance on some line east of here remains to be deter- 
mined. I propose to leave in this part of Arkansas a small brigade, 
composed of the Indians and the Arkansas cavalry, which will be suffi- 
cient to take care of it and the Indian Territory. The remainder of the 
Kansas Division can be spared for an eastward movement. General 
Blunt concurs with me in this opinion. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


FAYETTEVILLE, January 1, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 

General Blunt desires to go to Leavenworth to attend to business 
connected with his district. I do not feel at liberty to withhold my 
consent, since, as district commander, he is independentof me. Heecan, 
_ doubtless, be spared better now than a month hence. If General Blunt 
is to retain command of his division, it seems to me that it will be neces- 
sary to place the Kansas district under some other officer, or, if he is to 
retain command of the district, he should be relieved from that of the 
division in the field. The latter would, I believe, be the wiser arrange- 
ment of the two. The operations of the army, since I left it, have 
been a series of blunders, from which it narrowly escaped disaster 
where it should have met with complete success. At Prairie Grove 
Blunt and Herron were badly beaten in detail, and owed their escape 
to a false report of my arrival with re-enforcements. I state this simply 
as a fact which it is my duty to let you know, without intending to pass 
censure upon any officer. This it would be improper for me to do with- 
out seeing their official reports, which I have not. 

; J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


Wastiesae tune aoe 
ashington, January 2, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS? gvon, ry 2, 

_ My DEAR Sir: Yours of December 29, by the hand of Mr. Strong, 
is just received. The day I telegraphed you suspending the order in 
relation to Dr. McPheeters, he, with Mr. Bates, the Attorney-Gen- 
eral, appeared before me and left with me a copy of the order men- 
tioned. The doctor also showed me the copy of an oath which he said 
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he had taken, which is, indeed, very strong and specific. Healso ver- 
bally assured me that he had constantly prayed in church for the Pres- 
ident and Government, as he had always done before the present war. 
In looking over the recitals in your order, 1 do not see that this matter 
of the prayer, as he states it, is negatived, nor that any violation of 
his oath is charged, nor, in fact, that anything specific is alleged 
against him. The charges are all general; that he has a rebel wife 
and rebel relations; that he sympathizes with rebels, and that he ex- 
ercises rebel influence. Now, after talking with him, I tell you frankly 
I believe he does sympathize with the rebels, but the question remains 
whether such a man, of unquestioned good moral character, who has 
taken such an oath as he has, and cannot even be charged with vio- 
lating it, and who can be charged with no other specific act or omission, 
can, with safety to the Government, be exiled upon the suspicion of his 
secret sympathies. But I agree that this must be left to you, who are 
on the spot; and if, after all, you think the public good requires his 
removal, my suspension of the order is withdrawn, only with this qual- 
ification, that the time during the suspension is not to be counted 
against him. I have promised him this. But I must add that the 
United States Government must not, as by this order, undertake to 
run the churches. When an individual in a church or out of it be- 
comes dangerous to the public interest he must be checked, but let the 
churches, as such, take care of themselves. It willnot do for the United 
States to appoint trustees, supervisors, or other agents for the churches. 


Yours, very truly, ; an 
A.. LINCOLN. 


P. S.—The committee, composed of Messrs. Yeatman, Filley (Mr. 
Broadhead not attending), has presented your letter and the memorial 
of sundry citizens. On the whole subject embraced exercise your best © 
judgment, with a sole view to the public interest, and I will not interfere 


without hearing you. 
A. LINCOLN. 
JANUARY 3, 1863. 


JANUARY 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECcK, 
Washington, D. C.: 

General Blunt reports that Colonel Phillips, Third Indian Regiment, 
whom he sent out with cavalry, drove Coffee, Stand Watie, and other 
forces over the Arkansas at Fort Gibson, destroying fortifications, bar- 
racks and commissary buildings, Fort Davis, and the buildings used 
for stores. The Indians, under McIntosh and Stand Watie, express a 
desire to surrender and return to their allegiance to our Government. 

The destruction of boats, forts, and barracks must greatly incom- 
mode the enemy. We cannot easily obtain supplies for operations in 


Western Arkansas. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI] 
January 2, 1863. 
General SCHOFIELD, Fayetteville, Ark. : 
General Blunt will be allowed to choose. If he desires to come in, I 
wish him to report this way. 
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The main force should move east, keeping as far down as roads, sup- 
plies, and the enemy’s movements will justify. : 
General Brown telegraphs that he has a report of force collecting at 
Berryville. If so, it threatens your rear by Roaring River route. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


FAYETTEVILLE, January 2, 1863. 
Hon. JOHN S. PHELPS, 
Military Governor of Arkansas, Saint Lows: 

I respectfully suggest the propriety of organizing the militia of this 
part of the State, so that they may protect their homes. If you concur, 
I will endeavor to give the necessary assistance to officers authorized 
by you to enroll and organize the loyal men. Very few volunteers for - 
the general service can be obtained, but I believe all the loyal men will 


gladly do duty as local militia. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Brigadier- General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] 
January 2, 1863. 
General DAVIDSON: 

While the Army of the Frontier is so far away, Warren has to guard 
Springfield, and while there are still apprehensions in your rear-you 
had best not go forward. Jam shifting forces to support you. Did you 
lose any pontoons? Have you got your boat completed at Van Buren? 
Telegraph freely and fully. I have been terribly pressed for aid at Co- 
lumbus and Memphis, but think matters are now safe. Have sent force 
to reoccupy New Madrid, that was foolishly abandoned. 

SAML. k. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Hpqrs. LEFT WING, Forces U. 8. VOLUNTEERS, ‘ 
Columbus, Ky., January 2, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: General Osterhaus, en route for his command, passed here 
last evening. From him I learned your wishes touching our early de- 
parture for Helena. I have steadily kept before General Davies your 
wishes that your forces should not be scattered or detained one day 
longer in this department than his necessities should require, General 
Grant has ordered General Davies to move us to Memphis immediately. 
General Davies has asked General Halleck for instructions. General 
Tuttle, now here, is very desirous to retain all of your Iowa regiments as 
a command for himself. I discover that he is hard at work among the 
colonels to influence them in the direction of.General Grant; complains 
bitterly that General Grant has been badly treated in the distribution 
of the new troops from the Northwest. These are straws that indicate 
clearly what isin the wind. I fear that, if we are set down at Memphis, 
we Shall bid good-by to the Department of the Missouri. It seems to 
me that after the liberal contribution you have made to the down-river 
expedition your department cannot well spare any more regiments. 
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We had a grand scare here yesterday. General Davies sent an aide to 
ine in great haste, at 9 a. m., with the intelligence that we were attacked 
on the right, and ordered my command into line of battle immediately. 
We Missourians astonished the general commanding with our prompt 
attention to orders, and, indeed, it would have pleased the venerable 
Pea Ridge himself to have seen his boys spring to arms. Not an attack 
had we. Happy New Year was not disturbed by mortality lists, or 
groans from the wounded. The irregular discharge of arms by the guard 
relieved had created the alarm. Colonel Moore, with the Twenty-first 
Missouri and Thirty-third Iowa, is out on the railroad line 20 miles. 
Construction trains are within 8 miles of each other, but there is much 
trestle work to rebuild. I fear General Davies will not be able to open 
and maintain the line. Memphis must be made the base of supplies for 
General Grant’s army. Colonel Hughes has gone to repossess New 
Madrid. Norebel force has yet occupied the post. It was a great shame 
to have abandoned it at all. Colonel Scott ought to be ordered back 
there, and send Colonel Hughes, with his tull regiment, down the river. 
Jam now waiting telegram from you touching our destination below. 
I fear you will have to telegraph General Halleck before we are again 
in your department. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpgrs. Lerr WinG, Forces at Fort CoLumsevus, Ky., 
January 2, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. THomMAS A. DAVIES, 
Commanding District of Columbus, Ky. : 


GENERAL: I am in receipt of orders from General Curtis, directing 
me to proceed to Helena, at the earliest possible moment, with the forces 
from his department temporarily on duty at this post. _ 

General Gorman, anticipating my arrival at Helena with the forces 
from General Curtis now on duty here, ordered nearly all of his com- 
mand to join General Sherman in his expedition against Vicksburg. 
The rebel forces of Hindman and Marmaduke, having been driven from 
Van Buren, will probably concentrate with the foree at Austin and 
march on Helena, while General Gorman is weak. I would like your 
permission to commence the shipment of my regiments at the earliest 
moment you consider the safety of Columbus will permit; the Twenty- 
first Missouri and Thirty-third Iowa being now out on the railroad with 
construction train, had better remain until they can be spared from the 
line. Will you allow me to order transportation for the Thirty-third 
and Thirty-fifth Missouri Infantry, Tenth Missouri Cavalry, and Twenty- 
ninth Iowa Infantry? The Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry might be 
given to me in place of the Thirty-third lowa, now out on the line. You 
will then have three Iowa, one Missouri, and one Illinois regiment left 
here, in addition to the regulars. ale: 

General Curtis is so very urgent that I should lose no time in getting 
forward after your safety is beyond doubt, that I now respectfully re- 
quest that I be permitted to order the necessary transportation. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 2, 1863. . 
Brig. Gen. WILLIS A. GORMAN, Helena, Ark.: 

GENERAL: I am moving the Army of the Frontier eastward, but cau-: 
tiously. They have to move on the north side of the Boston Mountains, 
not being able to get supplies in the immediate valley. 

If you received my late letters, you will understand my reasons. for 
apprehending great difficulty in using the Arkansas River as a military 
line of operations. We want both the White and Arkansas, so you 
ean fall back on the White River if the Arkansas dries up, as it will. 
Helena will also have to be occupied, and I hope you have not even tem- 
porarily abandoned it. We must,have a position for stores which is not 
liable to be overflowed. 

Colonel Chipman says remonstrances have been sent against deten- 
tion of troops at Columbus. This was by order of General Halleck, and 
probably necessary to you and to the country. 

Hindman is either moving east or south. It is very likely he will try 
to form a junction with General Holmes. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 2, 1863. 
Col. N. P. CHIPpMAN, Helena : 


DEAR COLONEL: Happy New Year to you and the general. I wrote 
the general before noon, but the express carrier will stay till to-morrow. 

Your letter of the 27th is received, giving first news of our boats 
entering Yazoo River. I suppose things would not, could not, come to- 
gether according to plans made on such a varying sliding scale. Gen- 
eral Sherman’s letters disclose (as they should not) his forces, Grant’s, 
and all their movements, and it is easy to see there is not one chance in 
five these moves can meet. Still, if Sherman gets ahead of the rebel 
movements, he may find a small force only at Vicksburg and take it 
easily. 

When Commodore Davis and myself went up to Cairo, and proposed 
the move, Memphis had a small garrison and was not near as strong as 
now. I have great confidence in our troops, but wish we had more cool 
and sagacious arrangements for the great river move. 

The general’s whole line seems to have been left in a crazy kind of 
style, and General Davies seems to have been quite possessed. I have 
been doing all in my power to save the fragments, and hope things are 
now about safe. 

All the officers who, like myself, have served on the Arkansas con- 
cur with me in saying that river will only do fora dash. If a fleet goes 
up it there is no safety; it is more than likely to be caught by a fall 
that leaves the boats high and dry. 

The weather continues rainy, and the river is in fine condition. If 
the rain continues it will help us. Helena is the only dry spot when 
the river is high, and if these rains continue, as I said in a former letter, 
we may be inundated at Napoleon before sixty days. However bad 
the roads may be, we must use them in any move west, for we cannot 
get boats enough to carry all the equipment of a proper force up those 
Shallow or small rivers. Swamps will have to be bridged and difficul- 
ties overcome, let us go either way. 


- 
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General J. H. Lane says Blunt and Herron are both made major- 
‘generals. They have disposed of Hindman’s army, so far as the West is 
concerned. I expect it will now join Holmes somewhere near Little Rock. 
My table is overrun with business, and I must not indulge my pen. 

Colonel Colburn has joined my staff. Think he appears well disposed 
for duty. He and Carr have both served long in Arkansas, and both 
say the Arkansas River is a trap. 

Give my regards to all my friends and my denunciations to my foes. , 
I am told by a man direct from Arkansas that the rebels have included 
me among those wno are to have no quarter. 

I am sorry indeed to hear of the loss of Mrs. Craig’s house by burning. 
It was so beautiful, I feel as if it must indeed be mourned. Alas, this 
is war; although it was the negroes who did it, still, it is the result of 
war. ; 

The President has, as you will see, issued his mandate declaring all 
slaves in Arkansas and Mississippi free. I hope there will be no further 
attempt to ignore my free papers in Arkansas. 

All join in kind regards. 

Very truly, your friend, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Sant Louis, Mo., January 3, 1863. 
M. C. MEIGS, Quartermaster- General: 

Bearer of dispatches from Vicksburg left there Sunday noon. Gen- 
eral Sherman was fighting his way back to Vicksburg. Steamer Blue 
Wing, with ordnance stores, taken by the rebels and carried up the 
Arkansas. I have urged that every transport boat should be armed 
with two small howitzers. Why notdoit? Such a loss costs more than 
howitzers to arm the whole fleet. Can’t this be done? It should be. 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., January 3, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 
General Grant has ordered.all my force now at Columbus to Memphis. 
This strips the country about Cairo and New Madrid, leaving no reserve 
in this region. General Davies has stripped everything, got all I could 
spare for temporary purposes, taken my garrison from New Madrid, and 
then stopped a regiment I sent to resume New Madrid. General Grant 
cannot be apprised of these facts. Please check matters. At Colum- 

bus they need something. 
, SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington, January 3, 1863. 
Major-General Curtis, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

General Grant wants the regiment of heavy artillery at Saint Louis 
to hold the points on the Mississippi River while he sends more re- 
entorcements to Vicksburg. Can you not spare them for that purpose ? 
There seems little necessity now for much force in Saint Louis. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
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Saint Louis, Mo., January 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


I have no artillery regiment at Saint Louis. A battery is being made 
ready to send down to New Madrid. I have only infantry enough to 
guard prisoners, and about 200 old men to guard forts. I suppose you 


have my dispatch of this morning. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fayetteville, January 3, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CuRTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


GENERAL: I cannot suppress a feeling of surprise and disappoint- 
ment that my statement of well-known facts of great importance to the 
interests of the service were received by you in the spirit manifested in 
your telegraphic dispatch of yesterday. 

I expressed my belief that the wiser of two arrangements between 
which it seemed necessary to choose very soon, if not immediately, would 
be to leave General Blunt in command of his district rather than of a 
division in the field, and gave as a reason for my belief, ‘‘ The operations 
of the army since I left it have been a series of blunders, from which it 
narrowly escaped disaster, when it should have met with complete suc- 
cess. -At Prairie Grove Blunt and Herron were badly beaten in detail, 
and owed their escape to a false report of my arrival with re-enforce- 
ments.” Desirous not to appear as gratuitously censuring any officer, 
I added, “I state this simply as a fact which it is my duty to let you 
know, without intending to pass censure upon any officer. This it would 
be improper for me to do without seeing their official reports, which I 
have not,” and I might have added, probably will not, as they are made 
to you and not to me. 

In reply, after speaking of “errors” and “ shortcomings” in my official 
report lately submitted to you, you say ‘I note also what you say of 
blunders which transpired in your absence under Generals Blunt and 
Herron. I do not perceive, as you intimate, any necessity of your anti- 
cipating their own reports of their own affairs, which, in due time, I 
trust they will do more fully than they have yet done.” 

From this language I must conclude that you regard it as no business 
of mine that I find on my return my command cut up and demoralized 
by a most stupid “series of blunders,” and that “‘ their own reports of 
their own affairs” alone are to decide whether it will be wise or unwise 
to retain officers of my command in their present positions. 

You cannot fail to recollect that I have uniformly spoken of Generals 
Blunt and Herron in terms of commendation; that after the battle of 
Prairie Grove I expressed only regret that their success had not been 
as complete as I could have hoped for, and that both before and after that — 
battle I expressed notonly a willingness, but a desire, to leave to them the 
opportunity of gaining whatever of laurels were to be won by this army. 
Now, when better information has compelled me to modify my former 
opinion, and I suggest that the good of the service would be promoted 
by leaving one of the officers named in command of a district rather 
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than of a division in the field, I am informed in substance that such 
suggestions are unnecessary and even impertinent. 

I certainly desire to do my duty as an officer, and when, in my opinion, 
this duty requires it, I do not hesitate to state, officially, facts, however 
disagreeable, concerning those officially connected with me. If, how- 
ever, my views of what is required for the good of the public service, 
as connected with my command, are to be received with an intimation 
that I am meddling with the. affairs of others, I must, in self-defense, ° 
hold my peace, or at least reserve the expression of my views for those 
who will treat them with the respect due their sincerity, whether they 
be wise or unwise, necessary or unnecessary. 

Hereafter, general, as heretofore, I shall cheerfully endeavor to carry 
out to the fullest extent in my power whatever orders you may give me, 
but I cannot again place myself in position, by making suggestions to 
my superior, to have my views received with expressions of contempt. 
I will endeavor, general, to limit my communications to matters which 
cannot possibly wound the feelings, official or personal, which you may 
entertain toward any officer of my command. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
7 J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier-General. 


—— 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, January 3, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of Missouri, Saint Louis : 


GENERAL: Yours of December 29, 1862, was received by the hands 
of General Vandever this day, by which I am informed that you had 
received my dispatch of the 23d, also my subsequent dispatch of the 
25th, by Lieutenant [William M.] Stimpson, and by the latter officer L 
received yours of December 30, addressed to Colonel Chipman, opened 
by him, and sent forward on his way to Columbus and Cairo, where he 
went by special dispatch boat to communicate with you by telegram, and 
to hasten General Fisk’s brigade from Columbus to this point, if possible. 
The draft of General Grant upon this force has left me without force 
enough to attack the enemy at any vital point. The tri-monthly reports 
sent you show my strength in detail. 

The reason I sent 13,000 instead of 12,000 men is explained by the 
fact that General Blair had a sort of roving commission, and insisted 
upon taking his entire brigade, and I would have been compelled to 
break up General Steele’s division or General Blair’s brigade to have 
made the number exact. As it was, perhaps, after deducting the hang- 
ers-on and inefficient, there was not more than a fraction over 12,000. 
I felt also that it would gratify you that I had so thoroughly responded 
to General Grant’s wishes, a desire which you had indicated in all your 
letters. 

The stampede about Columbus and on the river above seems to have 
been more fussy than formidable. Before any of your guns are spiked 
in this section, I promise you somebody shall be hurt. 

There are now lying at the wharf 25 steamers, $ loaded with commis- 
sary stores and supplies for the army at Vicksburg; 6 traders’ boats; 
all the rest light-draught and of small capacity; 1 ordnance boat and 1 
commissary boat. I can use the traders’ boats, as I will if necessary. 
I am shipping to Saint Louis all the condemned mules and horses, extra 
transportation and surplus quartermaster’s property, and all the very 
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sick enlisted men, so as to clear this post of surplus property and inef- 
ficient men. A large portion of the transportation heretofore belonging 
to General Steele’s division was necessarily left here, and all his surplus 
camp and garrison equipage. 

The supply of coal for steamers is almost exhausted. I have ordered 
100 contrabands to cut cord-wood and put it on the river bank. 

For my military plans, see another letter of this date. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; W. A. GORMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., January 3, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


GENERAL: You say in your dispatch of the 29th that— 


The downward pressure on me and upward pressure on you have weakened us so 
much that I will not beable to do good in a westerly move till matters improve else- 
where. 

By this you are understood to say that I.am not to move until I get 
more forces. 

The Thirty-sixth Iowa Regiment, detained for a few days at Memphis, 
have arrived here. In your dispatch of the 30th you say to Colonel 
Chipman: 

If necessary and possible, General Gorman must assist Memphis or any other point 
where our line of communications is in danger, deferring, if need be, all interior 


operations from Helena till we are re-enforced by General Grant, or other arrivals on 
the river. 


In the same dispatch you say: 


The Army of the Frontier will have to fall back for supplies, and wait till we can 
get strength enough to move up the rivers of Arkansas and hold them. 


By this you are understood to order me to wait until you are strong 
enough to move up the Arkansas or White River, because the Army 
of the Frontier will have to fall back for supplies, as no connection can 
be made by one advancing and the other retiring. 

‘The enemy have a battery of two rifled guns 6 or 7 miles below Na- 
poleon. Iam going down with an armed force to capture it or run them 
off. : 

No transports have returned from the fleet below, and I am afraid to 
let the supplies pass down to our army below without an armed force 
to protect them. Rear-Admiral Porter has sent up the gunboat Cones- 
toga to watch and guard from the mouth of White River to Cypress 
Bend; she is now there cruising. [ shall feel that the commissary 
boats are safer when I get them to her. 

By your dispatches you are understood to favor the idea of this column 
moving up White River, as it will the better support this depot. When 
General Fisk’s or other forces arrive, so as to increase my infantry force 
to 10,000, I will leave a garrison of 1,000 infantry, 500 cavalry, and a 
light battery, with part of the mortar fleet, to hold this place, and at 
once attack and take Saint Charles. And when I can have the co- 
operation of the gunboats up the Arkansas, will attack Old Post. I will 
immediately inform you when [ get to Saint Charles. I would have 
preferred to have gone with transports and gunboats up the Arkansas 
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and threatened Little Rock, if you had not been so decidedly in favor 
of the White River for permanent occupation. General A. P. Hovey 
and General Washburn fully approve this plan. Were it not that the 
Mississippi was rising very rapidly, and White River very high, I might 
land at Prairie Landing, which is some 12 or 15 miles from Old Post; 
but the flat lands for 2‘miles are entirely overflowed, making it impos- 
sible to debark there. After getting to Saint Charles, if Admiral Porter 
sends me gunboats enough, I may find it most desirable to push up my 
force and take Devall’s Bluff. 

I am very impatient to get off, and, but for supporting General Sher- 
man at Vicksburg with such a heavy force, I should have been half way 
to Little Rock, and this would have compelled the evacuation of Saint 
Charles, Devall’s Bluff, Cotton Plant, and, in fact, all rebel forces east 
of the Arkansas River. 

Had you not desired to hold this post, I should have left it in care of 
a gunboat. Before this reaches you, Colonel Chipman will have commu- 
nicated with you, and given you my views more in detail. Let me hear 
from you; but I shall move when I get ready without further orders, 
unless surrounding events prevent or counter orders are received before 
I get off. 

- Iam, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. A. GORMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


PRIVATE. | Hpqrs. DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, January 3, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS: 


. GENERAL: Allow me to devote one letter to cotton and commerce. 
This river from here to Memphis is lined with cotton speculators. The 
people of Mississippi and Arkansas are being supplied with salt, flour, 
pork, bacon, coffee, quinine, shoes, boots, hats, caps, shirts, drawers, 
socks, whisky, mackerel, cheese, and a thousand and one other such 
things, all of hich are cleared and permitted by Mr. Yeatman, special 
agent of the Treasury Department, at Memphis, six-tenths of which 
pass into the hands of the public enemy. 

These things don’t come here by stint, but by hundreds and thousands 
of barrels, boxes, casks, and packages. One single boat landed _ here 
day before yesterday with 100 barrels of whisky and 35 bottles of quinine. 
The blockade of the Atlantic coast has no terrors for rebels. From here 
to Memphis, guerrillas line the shore, and are as familiar with traders 
as if they had sent for their goods. Without a corrective is soon applied 
to their shipments from Memphis, the public enemy will be as well 
supplied with all the necessaries of life as the citizens of the loyal States. 
The guerrillas act as commissaries to the interior. This may be the 
policy of the Government, but, if so, we are feeding them with one hand 
and fighting them with the other. 

I will copy and forward you a few of the manifests permitted and 
cleared from the Board of Trade and Mr. Yeatman, special agent of the 
Treasury Department, and in some cases permitted and cleared by the 
Treasury officers in Saint Louis. If these contraband articles came 
here only in small quantities, and to special families, it might not beso 
obnoxious. But until this river is clear of the public enemy, I would 
not allow them a pound of meat or a stitch of clothing, until the well- 
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disposed portion of the population would guarantee protection to trade; 
but if cotton and commerce are kings all subjects must obey. 

The rage for cotton speculation seriously embarrasses all military oper- 
ations in this region. The trading boats land men at all the ports, and 
send them as runners through the enemy’s country to hunt up and drum 
up cotton. The loyalty of such runners cannot be relied upon; every 
movement of the army is known and spread by them over the enemy’s 
country. While there, they tell all about our army, to protect them- 
selves from arrest, and avow themselves the best of Southern men ; 
when they return, they tell all about the rebel army, and avow them- 
selves the best of Union men; and thus they are spies in a double sense. 
Every facility ought to be given by the Government to get out the cot- 
ton in exchange for money, except gold. Provisions and family sup- 
plies ought to be given for wood only, as it is highly important to our 
army transportation. 

Write me privately on this subject. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. A. GORMAN, 


CIRCULAR.] HDQRS. DISTRICT OF NORTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Warrenton, Mo., January 3, 1863. 
GENTLEMEN: I am directed by General Merrill to instruct you that 
no orders from any competent source have been given to stop the assess- 
ment in Northern Missouri, and that no such order will be made at any 
future time, except it be by some authority of au officer superior to 
himself, and then it will be against his hearty protest. You will accord- 
ingly proceed with your work as rapidly as possible, in order that the 
amounts assessed may be collected at once. Should any order stopping 
the assessment be made by proper authority, you will be at once noti- 
fied. I am directed to state, in addition, that, in this matter, you are 
not under the control of any local military commanders, or subject to 
any orders, except those from General Merrill. Neither are you subject 
to any control from the Governor or any officer of the Enrolled Militia of 
this State in regard to the matter. 
By order of Brigadier-General Merrill: 
GEO. M. HOUSTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., January 4, 1863. 


Gov. HAMILTON R. GAMBLE, Jefferson City : 


GOVERNOR: I have yours of the 29th ultimo, in regard to relying on 
the Enrolled Militia, and proposing a conference on the subject. The 
demand for troops below has induced me to send out almost everything, 
so there is only Merrill’s regiment of United States troops remaining 
north of the river. This is only partially armed. We must, therefore, 
rely mainly on the Enrolled Militia. If the matter be prudently man- 
aged, I have no fears. The Enrolled Militia are everywhere, and act, 
therefore,’ as sentinels in each neighborhood. Hindman’s complete 
rout must disable him, so he is not likely to come again with a large 
force. The only trouble will be the return of rebel deserters to their 
homes in Missouri. To prevent new organizations of bands from this 
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_ débris of the rebel forces, I hope the provost-martial organization ,aided 
by the Enrolled Militia, will keep watch and ward over,every portionof = 


the country. By arresting these returning rebels, and either confining 


them or placing them under heavy bonds signed by their neighbors and. 


relatives, I hope we may prevent mischief. 4 
On all these matters it will be best to keep our own counsel pretty 
close, and I therefore hope it may be convenient for you to come down 


soon, that we may consider and determine matters referred to by the | 


President. 
I have the honor to be, Governor, your obedient servant, 
SAML. BR. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


VAN BuREN, Mo., January 4, [1863.] | 
Major-General CURTIS: : 


Your telegram of the 2d just received. No pontoons were lost. My | 


ferry-boat will be calked and in the water to-morrow, waiting for rope 


and blocks. My pontoon bridge is laid, and I have thrown Boyd’s 


division across. Jeff. Thompson sent message, saying the west side of 
the Current River belonged to him. I expect twenty-five days’ supplies 
on the 11th; then I must move down the west side to Doniphan, if only 


to forage my animals. Iamsorry Warren could not move down Eleven | 


Point. Do give me what force I am to have and let me push on. I 
have an expedition out now 20 miles from here. I visit my lines by day 


and night, and am getting these men to be careful. The roads are 


almost impassable. Have no key to cipher yet. 
: _ Jd. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, 


- 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, January 5, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 
My DEAR Sie: I am having a good deal of trouble with Missouri 


matters, and I now set down to write you particularly about it. One 


class of friends believe in greater severity and another in greater len- 


_ iency in regard to arrests, banishments, and assessments. As usual in 


such cases, each questions the other’s motives. On the one hand, it is 
insisted that Governor Gamble’s Unionism, at most, is not better than 
a secondary spring of action; that hunkerism and a wish for political 
influence stand before Unionism with him. On the other hand, it is 


urged that arrests, banishments, and assessments are made more for pri- | 


vate malice, revenge, and pecuniary interest than for the publie good. 


This morning I was told by a gentleman, who I have no doubt believes 
-what he says, that in one case of assessments for $10,000, the different 


persons who paid compared receipts, and found they had paid $30,000. 


_ If this be true, the inference is that the collecting agents pocketed the 


odd $20,000. And true or not in the instaace, nothing but 'the sternest 
necessity can justify the making and maintaining of a system so liable 
to such abuses. Doubtless the necessity for the making of the system 
in Missouri did exist, and whether it continues for the maintenance of 


- it is now a practical and very important question. Some days ago 


Governor Gamble telegraphed me, asking that the assessments outside 
of Saint Louis County might be suspended, as they already have been 
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within it, and this morning all the members of Congress here from Mis- 5 
souri but one laid a paper before me asking the same thing. Now, my 
belief is that Governor Gamble is an honest and true man, not less so 
than yourself; that you and he could confer together on this and other 
Missouri questions, with great advantage to the public; that each knows 
something which the other does not, and that acting together you could 
about double your stock of pertinent information. May I not hope that | 
you and he will attempt this? I could at once safely do (or you could 
safely do without me) whatever you and he agree upon. There is 
absolutely no reason why you should not agree. 

ours, as ever, 

A. LINCOLN. 


P. S.—I forgot to say that Hon. James S. Rollins, member of Congress 
from one of the Missouri districts, wishes that, upon his personal respon- 
sibility, Rev. John M. Robinson, of Columbia, Mo.; James L. Matthews, 
' of Boone County, Missouri, and James L. Stephens, also of Boone County, 
Missouri, may be allowed to return to their respective homes. Major Rol- 
lins leaves with me very strong papers from the neighbors of these men, 
~whom he says he knows to be true men. He also says he has many 
constituents who he thinks are rightly exiled, but that he thinks these 
three should be allowed to return. Please look into the case, and oblige 

Major Rollins, if you consistently can. 

Yours, truly, 
A. LINCOLN. 
(Copy sent to Governor Gamble.) 


HEADQUARTERS SArtntT Louis DISTRICT, 

2 Saint Louis, January 5, 1863. 
Maj. H. Z. Curtis, 

A. A. G., Hdqrs. Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
Sir: From all I can learn, I believe that the post of New Madrid, in 
_ my district, was abandoned without any cause whatever,* and to the 
great detriment of the public interest, in the destruction of a large amount 
of valuable property, and in giving the rebels an opportunity to take pos- 
session of the works and interrupt our river communication. - 

It:appears that, upon the report of Colonel Scott, General Davies or- 
dered the evacuation, thus assuming control of troops in my district and 
in the Department of the Missouri, and not only assuming authority not 
his, but assuming and exercising the same to the great detriment of the 
public service. 

I had stripped my district of troops to re-enforce General Davies at 
Columbus; and at the time New Madrid was evacuated the pressing 
emergency at Columbus had nearly passed, and he could have returned. 
the favor by re-enforcing my post, which there would have been time ~ 
enough to do even after an attack had commenced, as Colonel Scott had 
Six companies and seven heavy guns. 

Colonel Scott, in obeying the orders of General Davies, acted contrary 
to all military rules and discipline, as he was under my command. In 
so doing he acted, as I believe, also contrary to the public interest and 
in a shameful and cowardly manner, 


: I had been lately in communication with him by telegraph, and had 


“See Part I, pp. 174-177, 
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ordered him “ to make everything secure” at New Madrid, and advised 
’ him that it was an “important place to keep.” 
‘ Colonel Scott has deserted the limits of my command with his whole 
e. force. 


t I would, therefore, respectfully recommend to the major- general com- : 


manding that he recommend to the General-in-Chief to cause the arrest 
of General Davies and Colonel Scott and have them held for trial. 
I will make out the formal charges as soon as I can obtain the exact 
dates, amount of property destroyed, &e. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
“ B.A. CARR, 
/ Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement. ] 


SAINT LOUIS, January 5, 1863. 


Rapecttolly referred to headquarters, Washington. 

So far as General Davies is concerned, he made the proper report to 
me, and I have expressed my regrets to him. His apprehensions in- 
duced the order, and his immediate commander will be the proper officer 

_ to determine whether further action should be taken. 

Colonel Scott should be arrested for neglecting orders which I directed 
General Carr to communicate to him, and sent with his command back 
to my department to answer in the premises. 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLUMBUS, 
- January 5, 1863. 
Brigadier-General GORMAN, Commanding Helena : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that no troops have been 
halted at this post by my order alone, but by authority from Major- 
Generals Haileck and Curtis. The troops are being forwarded now as 
rapidly as transportation can be procured. <A battery left yesterday 
for Memphis, and two regiments will leave to-day. 

J am, general, very respectfully, 
THOS. A. DAVIES, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, U. 8. VOLUNTEERS, 

Columbus, Ky., January 5, 1863. 

Major-General CURTIS, ; 
Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

GENERAL: I have my entire auivniane in readiness to ship as soon as 
transportation reaches us. I yesterday forwarded, by steamer Black 
Hawk, Schofield’s battery. They are ordered to Helena, though General 
Grant’s order is to stop us all at Memphis. I am this day loading the 

_ Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry and Thirty-third Missouri Infantry 
‘on steamers Swallow and Florence. I shall go to Memphis in per- 
gon to-night to drive by and away from that point the troops from your 
department. My adjutant will remain here and conduct the embarka- 
tion. Lhave traded the Twenty-first Missouri Infantry to General Davies 
for the Fortieth Iowa Infantry. Colonel Moore is a valuable man for 
post duty; is not good for field service, as he has but one leg. Tis 
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fesiment has, 700 men; the Fortieth Iowa has 920 men. \Ihave here _ 


and en route to Helena forces as follows: 'Thirty-third Missouri Infan- 


try, say, 800; Thirty-fifth Missouri Infantry, say, 700; Twenty-ninth — 
Iowa Infantry, say, 900; Thirty-third Iowa Infantry, say, 800; Fortieth . 


Towa Infantry, say, 900, and Tenth Missouri Cavalry (detachment), 
say, 400. 


Schofield’s battery, First Missouri Artillery, and Twenty-eighth Wis- _ 


consin Infantry, commanded by an old friend, en route down stream 
without any special orders, has sought protection under my wing, and 
attached themselves to my command. If I succeed in running this 
force all by Memphis, I shall. consider ourselves very fortunate. I am 
unable to judge why General Grant is so earnest in his desire to keep 
us at Memphis; his force is now at Holly Springs, and unoccupied ; he 
ought to be able to take care of his entire department. without further 
aid from you. |. : 


_ [ forward you by this mail a letter from Colonel Hughes, announcing 


. Brig. Gen. WILLIS A. GORMAN, 


his arrival at and occupation of New Madrid. I don’t regard him in 


any danger of an attack. Ifa company of cavalry, with two howitzers, 


-. eould be sent to New Madrid, and Colonel Scott ordered back there from 


Fort Pillow, Colonel Hughes’ entire regiment might be relieved and 


_ proceed down stream. Colonel Scott was here in person when General 
‘Davies ordered him to abandon New Madrid and destroy the works. 
Colonel Scott questioned the authority of General Davies tomake such 


an order, when General Davies informed him that he had your order 
to command the force at New Madrid, as also that of Colonel Chipman, 
chief of staff. Colonel Scott was opposed to the evacuation ; no one 
favored it but General Davies. Consultation with me was simply a 
statement to me that the post must be abandoned and the force ordered 
to Fort Pillow. General Davies thought he had reliable information 
that Van Dorn, with an immense force, was marching on Fort Pillow, 
and that Jeff. Thompson and Jeffers, with their consolidated hordes of 


rebels, were in close proximity to New Madrid and Island No. 10; that 


the plan was to seize the guns at these several points and blockade the 
Mississippi River. General Tuttle and myself were both opposed to the 
abandonment, blowing up, and spiking proposition. I had all I could 
do to convince General Davies that it was madness to abandon Paducah 
even; his dispatches to Colonel Dougherty ordering him to give up 


‘Paducah were written when General Tuttle and myself were advised of 


his intentions. General Halleck’s dispatches to General Davies, three 


in number, were definite and imperative to hold this post at all hazards, 


and, allow no movement to be made that would in the least endanger 
the Mississippi between Cairo and Memphis. I have not believed that 
Columbus was in real danger at any time, although had you not thus 
promptly re-enforced it, it would have been given up. It has been an 
unpleasant episode in my military history, but I have obeyed orders. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


* 


- HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, U. 8. VOLUNTEERS, 

Columbus, Ky., January 5, 1863. 
Commanding District of Hastern Arkansas : 

GENERAL: I am forwarding my command to Helena as rapidly as 


transportation can be furnished me. I have been detained at this post 
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ten days, by order of General Halleck, through Generals: Olives anid val 
Davies. Iam somewhat fearful that a portion of my command nay be | 
stopped off at Memphis. General Davies has orders from General 
Grant to send us all to Memphis. I shall go to Memphis in person to- 
night, and drive by and away from there every soldier that the safety 
of that post will permit. 


Schofield’s battery was forwarded to you yesterday, on steamer Black 


Hawk. The Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry and Thirty-third Mis- 
souri Infantry go forward to-day by steamers Swallow and Florence. I 


am expecting steamers from Saint Louis within the next twenty- -four ” pee 
hours sufficient to remove my entire command. ne 


Forces assigned to my command by Major-General Curtis are as fol- 
lows: Twenty. eighth Wisconsin Infantry, Twenty-ninth Iowa Infantry, 
Thirty-third Towa Infantry, Fortieth Iowa Infantry, Thirty-third Mis- 
souri Infantry, Thirty-fifth Missouri Infantry, Tenth Missouri Cavalry 
(detachment), and Schofield’s battery, First Missouri Artillery. ' : 

I am aiming to put all this force in Helena, and to be with: it/at the 
earliest moment possible. My adjutant-general will remain here and 
push on the force. I will be at Memphis to engineer it’ by that point. 
I would prefer that my command should not be broken into by any new 


' organization of force until my arrival with you. Colonel Lewis, of the 


Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry, is my senior colonel, and I will thank 
you to put him in command of my forces until my arrival. 

General Rosecrans has fought a most desperate battle near Murfrees- — 
borough. I fear it isnot decisive. Jam painfully anxious to hear from | 
Vicksburg. I saw your dispatch to General Curtis, under date of Ist 
instant. We have nothing of a later date. 

May the God of battles be with us. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. © 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 

Saint Louis, January 5, pees 

Brig. Gen. WILLIS A. GORMAN, Helena, Ark.: 
GENERAL: Your dispatches Por Vicksburg are just received, We 
must still delay our move west till the crisis in Sherman’s efforts has 

assed. 

e I am sending down coal as fast as possible, and also sending boats, 
put I cannot hope to procure boats enough, neither would it do to keep ~ 
enough to carry all of our cavalry west. I hope to get forward forces 
from ‘Columbus soon, all of which will strengthen you sufficiently to begin 
the move west: But you must move by ‘land, so as to cover Helena. 
The fort at Arkansas Post must also be included in the movement. 
Colonel Chipman has given me your views, which I have appropriated, 
and return mine through Colonel Colburn, Colonel Chipman desiring to 
remain. I move as I formerly advised. you, according to plans approved 
at Washington, and wish to adhere pretty close to these plans. The 

matter will be fully explained by Colonel Colburn. 
Colonel Chipman informs me that a steamboat, contrary to my orders | 


‘and all military laws, has entered my department to trade, under cover 


of a flag of truce. I expect the persons and boat sent under confine- 
ment to these headquarters, or otherwise properly tried by a commis- 
sion. I have directed Colonel Colburn to call at Memphis to ascertain 
what complicity in this contraband trade has been transpiring there, 
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I hope some: stop will be, put! to it immediately. Colonel Colburn ‘will 
-ascertain the facts, and J hope you will give him all possible assistance. 
I am grieved to hear of the death of Colonel eacanas He was a 
: Hople- hearted friend to his country. 
-Iam, general, very truly, yours, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, | 
_ Major-General. 


FAYETTEVILLE, January 6, [1863.] 
~ Major- Generel CURTIS: 


I have reorganized the Kansas Division, making the Third Brigade 
consist of the three Indian regiments and some howitzers, under Colonel 
Phillips. I propose to send Colonel Phillips’ brigade into the Indian 
Nation; to leave the Arkansas cavalry here, and move castward with — 
the main forces. The Second and Third Divisions areon the march to- 
day. The First will march on the 8th. 

I ask your attention to General Blunt’s letter, dated December 26, 
[1862,] relative to supplying his division from Springfield, and ask your ' 
decision of the question whether. that portion of the Kansas Division 
which moves east with the main command shall still be supplied from 
Fort Scott. You, general, certainly cannot be accused of being governed 
by the motives which General Blunt attributes to those who have con- 
trolled military affairs in the Southwest, although he claims, prob- 
ably thoughtlessly, your ordering the Second and Third Divisions back 
into Missouri as a part of the disgraceful scheme. I have made no order 


~~ on the subject, but simply proposed it to General Blunt, at the request - | 


of Colonel Haines, and asked his opinion, as also to yourself. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


he FAYETTEVILLE, ARK., January 6, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 
_ My latest information, which seems reliable, is that Hindman, with at 
least the main part of his command, has crossed the river at Spadra 
Bluff, and was three days ago in the vicinity of Clarksville. It was 
generally believed a week ago that he was going to Arkadelphia, but 
this seems to indicate that his destination is Little Rock or some point 
below. If he remains at Clarksville, { can strike him in a few days. 
Cooper is a few miles south of Fort Smith with about 1,300 men. His 
Indians have all deserted him, and, it is said, desire to mImake peace. 

What instructions shall be given Colonel Phillips as to their treatment? - 

I would leave the matter to. General Blunt were he here. My arrange- 

ment to send Colonel Phillips is in accordance with General Blunt's 

views, as I understand them. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., January 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CurtTIs, ° 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 
Sir: Some days [since]* I had the honor to transmit to headquar- 
ters Department of the Missouri the statements of certain officers con- 


— 


* December 18, 1862, See Part I, pp. 844-850. & 
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cerning the late expedition of the Twelfth Regiment Kansas Volunteers 

into Missouri, and the difficulties which arose between the officers of — 
this regiment and officers of the Missouri State Militia. Since that time 
I have examined the statements of these officers with some care, and 
fail to find any sufficient cause set forth therein which, in my estimation, 
would justify the holding of Colonel Adams and Lieutenant-Colonel 


Hayes, of the Twelfth Kansas, longer under arrest. As this course is of — oi 


manifest injury to the best interests of the regiment, I would most re- 
spectfully recommend that these officers be released from their arrest 
and ordered to duty forthwith.* 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: T. J. WEED, | 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., January 7, 1863—5.30 p. m. 


Hon. B. Gratz Brown, 
Jefferson City, Mo. : 


‘Yours of to-day just received.t The administration takes no part 
. between its friends in Missouri, of whom I, at least, consider you one, 
and I have never before had an intimation that appointees there were 
interfering, or were inclined to interfere. a 
A. LINCOLN. 


HpqQrs. THIRD DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp at Huntsviile, January 7, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, Commanding : 


GENERAL: Your communication of the 6th instant was received early 
this morning, but I had neither pen, ink, nor paper to return a written 
reply. In accordance with the instructions, I have the division at this 


place, with one brigade camped a short distance out on the road lead- ._ : 


ing southeast, and the other camped a little northeast, both, however, 
within one-fourth of a mile of the village. There was no point between | 
the head of Richland and this place where the division could be camped 
to secure the different objects you desired. Had I remained in Rich- 
land, it would have interfered with the foraging of the post of Fayette- 
ville and the Second Division, but from this point we can forage east. 
The thoroughfares from south lead directly into Huntsville, and from 
here can be well picketed. Major Anderson, whom I sent out from Fay- 
etteville on Sunday night in command of a scout to look up a rebel 
force said to be on King’s River, has just returned. The only troops 
that have been in that section lately were a band of jayhawkers, under 
. Jackman, and they left for the mountains several days ago. 

The country about here is full of conscripts, and also many volunteers, 
who have deserted. They report Hindman as having told them to look 
out for themselves, and not objecting to their departure. The Texas 
troops left Hindman several days ago and started for Red River in a 
body. If their statements are true, he cannot have over 5,000 men left. 

I would respectfully inquire what sort of summary punishment I can 


*See Chipman to Blunt, January 15, 1863, p. 46. t Not found. 
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adopt to stop the marauding and streealies of soldiers of this contend. 
Can I have some of them drummed out of service? Court- martialing— 
is too slow. 
Nee Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ESHER 8 fF. J. HERRON, 
Brigadier- General. 


ah : HB ADQUARTERS, 
ae , Houston, Mo., January 7, 1863. 


kal H. Z. CuRTIS, 
: Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Mason: I have the telegram of the general commanding, of last 
ote at 8 a.'m. this day. , . 

[ immediately re-enforced Colonel Merrill with 200 cavalry, making 
his number of men 1,000. I could not send more to do any good. I 
have here 150,000 rations, quite a quantity of quartermaster’s stores, 

| justin, anda lot of contraband stock, which I shall defend. 

Colonel Merrill was on their rear. They are said to have left Hart- 
‘ville Jast evening, and he was there at 6 a. m. to-day and following them. 
He (Colonel Merrill) reports the column to be 3,000; others state it 
higher. They are said to have two pieces of artillery, but of what cali- 
ber I could not learn. All my trains arein. I had a foraging party of 
150, with 50 wagons, out in Beaver Creek Valley, but they came in this 
morning in good condition. I also sent out a courier and hurried a 
quartermaster’s train which was due here to-morrow; they came in to- 
night. Ihave, with what came in this evening, only 50 mounted men. 
_ IL ean do nothing, therefore, but patrol and watch the approaches to this 
post. 

‘ Iam, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
wif ; FITZ HENRY WARREN, 
; Brigadier- General, 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] 
January 7, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. Firz HENRY WARREN, Houston, Mo. : , 
The following dispatch just received : 


Commanding officer at Lawrence’s Mill reports that a scout I sent into Arkansas, 

under Captain Burch, is falling back on that post, having learned that a force of 6, 000 
rebels was moving north from - Dubuque. 
_ [think that this is a great exaggeration of the enemy’s force, as I have not learned 
of more than 3,000 of the enemy ; bein g in Northern Arkansas, and about 600 in the, 
vieinity of Dubuque. I have sent tw 0 scouts to reconnoiter, and shall order the En- 
rolled Missouri Militia into service, 

Where is General Warren’s force? I have about 1,200 effective [men] and two 
pieces of artillery, but no harness, 


EK. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


LATER, 5 P. M_—He says the enemy have reached Lawrence's Mill, 
which Shes burned, and are marching toward Ozark. 
| SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. nes 
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[DEPARTMENT OF THE MIssouRi, | 

January 7, 1863. — 

General J. W. RiPLey, Washington: | } 

I want one hundred and fifty light cannon, mounted on two wheels, 

for arming transport boats that run on Western waters. Navy howit- 

zers and mountain howitzers, with prairie carriage, or any similar guns, 
will do. Can you furnish them? . Where can they be had ? 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MIssouRt,| 
January 7, 1863. 
General MEIGS, Quartermaster-General : ye 
General Halleck says, ‘‘ Arm transports as well as you can.” , IT have , 
telegraphed General Ripley for light cannon, and desire two for every 
transport boat that runs on dangerous waters. The cost is consider- 
able, but it will not exceed the cost of a loaded boat. Arming trans- 
ports will help open and keep open these rivers. Will you press the 
Inatter to a determination? I will do all I can to improvise defenses 


for boats. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, . 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, | 
Saint Louis, January 7, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. FISK, . 
Columbus, Ky. : 

GENERAL: I telegraphed General Halleck some days ago protesting 
against sending my forces, which | had temporarily detailed for duty at _ 
Columbus, to the lines of General Grant below. General Halleck re- 
plied yesterday that Grant would probably get along without you. . 
Some of the force may be needed to assist in disposing of Jeff. Thomp- 
son, who still manages to annoy the people about Bloomington and 
Pocahontas. If we could move interiorly from New Madrid, and move 
down from Van Buren at the same time, we could bag Thompson or 

* give him a hard chase. Much depends on the feasibility of getting 
through toward Pocahontas from New Madrid. Scott’s forces ought to 
- gd back. They have learned something of the country. Carr reports 
Scott as having disobeyed orders and behaved cowardly, and demands 


- his arrest. Scott says you wrote him I would approve. The thing 


looks as though he sought orders conflicting with those 1 directed Gen- 
eral Carr to give him, and therefore went to Columbus instead of going 
to New Madrid from Cape Girardeau. It is not necessary to hurry 
matters very much from Columbus until we hear of the final result at 
Vicksburg, as we can get no boats to help us move from Heiena until that 
crisis is over. Every gunboat is employed, and we cannot goup White 
River or the Arkansas without gunboat assistance, or boats pretty well 
defended like gunboats. General Strong is here in good health and 
high spirits, as you alwayssee him. Hespeaksoften of youand Mrs. Fisk, 
who he desires much to see, aS we all do. Iam trying to get the Gov- 
ernment to adopt my urgent request, made last August, to arm all the 
transport boats that run on our Western waters. ‘They are beginning 
to see the necessity, and General Halleck says, “Arm them as well as 
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you can.” I have telegraphed asking for one hundred and fifty small 
cannon, so as to put two on every boat. I expect General Ripley will 


raise both hands with exclamations of horror at the expense. They — 


may cost $150,000, which is not half as much as our loss in one boat a 
few days ago. Iam glad to get letters, but you know I have no time 
- torespond. The committee has returned from Washington, after seeing 
the President in regard to the case of Dr. McPheeters. Thé President 
argues against the order, but leaves the matter to me. He thinks the 
form of the order seems to show that we undertake to ‘run the church,” 
inasmuch as we order matters turned over toa committee. The point is 
well taken, I confess. I never saw the order till it was published, and 
it differs, as you know, very materially from the one I proposed, which 
merely stated the services of the church had been directed from divine 
to disloyal purposes, and should therefore be closed; but the form is 
not material, although efforts have been made to give importance to it. 

Give my regards to Mrs. Fisk, who, I suppose, is still with you, and 
believe me, very truly, your friend, | 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 


Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 8, 1863. 


Major-General CuRTIS, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Only a few howitzers can be sent. A number of old field pieces at- 
the Saint Louis Arsenal can be mounted on tresties, &c., and put on 
the-steamers. 
See H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


, Sant Louis, Mo., January 8, 1863. 
| Major-General HALLECK, 

‘ General-in- Chief : 

A rebel force is moving from Forsyth against Springfield. It has 
taken and burned a mill 45 miles from Springfield, and is still approach- 
ing. Things look dangerous, but General Brown was preparing to re- 
sist with garrison of about 2,000 irregular troops. 

SAML, R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


[JANUARY 8, 1863.—For McClernand to Curtis, see Series I, Vol. 


XVII,-Part II, p. 645,] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
: Fayetteville, January 8, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM WEER, 
Commanding First Division : | 

COLONEL: I have determined, after further consideration, to rescind 
the order I made yesterday detaching troops from Colonel Phillips, and 
leave the organization of the division as made by General Blunt. It 
is necessary, for the present at least, to put some artillery and white 
troops with the Indian brigade. I would like, if possible, to make 
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some arrangement which would be more satisfactory, but 1 see now no — 


_ - Way of accomplishing it. I hope something better may be practicable _ 


by and by. : 

Very respectfully, 

~ J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


: HEADQUARTERS U. 8.. VOLUNTEERS, ; 
Near and above Memphis, January 9, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CuRTIS, | 

: Saint Louis, Mo. : 


GENERAL: At 2 p. m. yesterday I pushed off from Columbus with 
the Twenty-ninth and Thirty-third Iowa and Thirty-fifth Missouri, all 
afloat for Helena. I left the Twenty-first Missouri and Bowen’s de- 
tachment of cavalry to be forwarded this day. I was glad to turn my 
back on Columbus. Was detained there just twenty-four hours after 
getting on board my steamer by a new scare. Will write you fully my 
views of Columbus, its defenses and defender, at another time. 

I stopped at Island No. 10. Saw the destruction which had been 
worked, and had a conference with Major Jones, commanding. Visited 
Colonel Hughes at New-Madrid, which post can be well cared for by 
Colonel Scott’s six companies, now at Fort Pillow. Called at Fort Pillow 
this morning to see Colonel Scott; found he was at Saint Louis. My 
plan was to send a steamer from Memphis to remove his command to 
New Madrid, and return with Colonel Hughes’ regiment to Helena; but,. 
as you will doubtless see and order Colonel Scott, I advised Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mix to make no move until Colonel Scott should return. A. 
company of cavalry at Fort Pillow had a successful fight with Dawson’s 
guerrillas, 40 miles in the rear of the fort, yesterday. Sixteen rebels were 
killed, many wounded, and 47 prisoners captured and brought to the 
fort; 1 major, 2 captains, and 4 lieutenants were among the number; 
a large number of horses and arms were taken. I hope to bein Helena 
on to-morrow morning, and am ready-to pitch in. I arrested a crowd 
of gamblers on my flag-ship last night, and put them off at Fort Pillow, 
to be confined at hard labor for twenty days, and divided their plunder 

among Sanitary Commission agents on buard. The rascals must not 
get in my way. , 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HpgRs. THIRD Division, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, : 

Camp at Huntsville, January 9, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. JoHn M. SCHOFIELD, Commanding : 

GENERAL: I learn through citizens, and deserters direct from Hind- 
man’s force, that he is camped (or was last Wednesday morning) on 
Piney River, 12 miles east of Clarksville. It seems, from all reports, 
that he traveled on the south side of the river down to Point Remove, 
erossed there, and marched up on the north side to Clarksville, where 

he encamped. fs 
On last Sunday they became frightened and moved to Piney, 12 miles 
- below, where he has selected a good location to fight, and has planted 
his batteries. McCulloch’s force, said to number from 4,000 to 8,000, 
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arrived several days before Hindman, and is with him. All agree in 
the statement that Hindman has lost from 5,000 to 8,000 men by deser- 


tion since the battle at Prairie Grove. A large number areat the pres-__ | 


ent time within one day’s walk of Huntsville. Hindman has all the 
ferry-boats with him at the mouth of Piney. The understanding in the 


‘munication. No troops at Little Rock. Nothing new in the neighbor- 
hood of Huntsville. i ; $7 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. J. HERRON, 


‘Brigadier- General. 


' Hpers. THIRD DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp at Huntsville, January 9, 1863. 


General Joun M. SCHOFIELD, Commanding : 


GENERAL: I received your dispatch an hour since, and will move ' 


my division at an early hour in the morning toward Carrollton, acting 
as circumstances may determine upon my arriva] there. Marmaduke 
is undoubtedly at tlie head of this movement, as I informed you this 


afternoon, and I heartily co-operate in any movement to catch him. It > 


- will probably be necessary for me to go beyond Carrollton to accom- 
plish the object, and I think, if he attempts to pass me, somebody will 
get hurt. The query is, where did he cross the river, and will he not 
attempt to go back on the east side ? 

ff Warren could move rapidly to Vera Cruz, I think he could be cor- 

_hered. I will operate according to your instructions. 

We have on hand ten days’ rations of everything except breadstufts, 
and of that have only three days’. This was caused by the men con- 
- suming more bread on the march to help Blunt, and for a day or two 
after the fight, than the allowance, no meat being distributed. General 


Blunt informed my commissary that he would furnish us one-half ration | 


of flour from Rhea’s Mills, to make up the deficiency, but we have never 
_ received it. A. train is now on the way for-the Third Division, having 
. left Springfield on the 30th ultimo. It is probably at Fayetteville. If 


-. rebel camps was that Marmaduke, with his cavalry, had gone up White : : 
-- River to Jacksonport, and would operate from there on our line of com- 


it could be sent to me, under charge of a strong cavalry escort, that — 


would relieve the whole matter. Will keep you fully informed. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FE. J. HERRON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, » 
i Fayetteville, January 9, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM WEER, 
Commanding First Division, Blm Springs, Ark. : 
CoLoNEL: I have information. that Marmaduke, with a strong cav- 
alry force and six pieces of artillery, is on a raid into Missouri. He 
passed up somewhere east of us, probably near Carrollton. ‘I have 


disposed the Second and Third Divisions so as, if possible, to cut off — 


his retreat in that direction, and I desire your division to guard the 
passes west of White River. You will please send one brigade east to 


the Telegraph road, in the vicinity oft Mudtown or Cross Hollows, and - 


the Indian brigade, with Colonel Lynde’s battalion, to Maysville, while | 


the other brigade will remain in its present position for the present. 
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Colonel Crittenden, at Elkhorn, will be directed to give you and the 


brigade commander at Mudtown any information he, may get of the . 


rebel movements. 
The above-mentioned dispositions should be made immediately. 


_ Let Colonel Phillips’ supply train, under Colonel Lynde’s charge, ac- | 


company the brigade, and remain with ituntil the danger, if any, is past. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


ry 


HEADQUARTERS, ~ 
Houston, Mo., January 9, 1863. 
Maj. H. Z. CurTIs, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
MaAgor: The telegram of the general commanding was received late 
last night, apprising me of the approach of a force toward Springfield. 
I immediately took my supply train (40 wagons), and ordered 500 in- 


fantry, with 200 cavalry and a section of artillery, to proceed with all — 


dispatch to report to General Brown. They were transported, all of 


the foot soldiers, and by this time are at Hartville, and will be m Spring- 


field early Sunday morning. The condition of my health would not per- 
mit me to go incommand. Three hundred of my cavalry were out, in 


scouting parties and guarding trains, and the remainder arenot mounted. | 

. This evening an Arkansas refugee came in from Izard County, and 
reports that Burbridge crossed Eleven Point, River Saturday last with 
1,700 men, all mounted, and passed through Salem to the west. The - 
men said they were going to attack Houston; but this, it seems, was a — 


blind to their real movement toward Ozark and Springfield. They had 
no artillery. He reports that his (Burbridge’s) infantry and artillery 
had crossed White River at Batesville, and were pushing toward Little 
Rock. My belief is that it is this foree which is reported to be 6,000, 
and that the purpose of it is an attack on trains, rather than upon any 
ost. ; 
8d Captain [John H.] Reed, Third Missouri Cavalry, came in to-night 


from a reconnaissance to Van Buren. He reports the country hard and — 


forage very scarce, with a bad condition of roads. . 
I have not given you accounts of the capture of stock and encounters 


' with small parties of rebels, as I supposed them of small consequence. 


I am, major, very truly, your obedient servant, 
: FITZ HENRY WARREN, 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpors. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 4. Saint Louis, Mo., January 9, 1863. 


Pursuant to authority of the Secretary of War, the Enrolled Missouri, 


Militia will be entitled to draw forage and subsistence and to be far- 
nished transportation, when in actual service, upon requisition properly 
approved by the United States officer commanding the district in which 
they may be serving. But such militia will in no case be considered in 
actual service except when called out by the Governor of the State or a 
commander of a district, and only while they are retained in service by 


‘such commander. 


By command of Major-General Curtis: : ; 
H. Z. CURTIS, * 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Wk Stee _ Samnr Lous, Mo., January 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, % 

General-in- Chief : 

The enemy cut wires. Last accounts our men held forts at Spring- 
field, but rebels were in the town, and have come toward Lebanon. 
Wires cut this side of Lebanon. 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
. Major-General. — 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, January 10, 1863. 
Major-General CurTIs, Saint Lowis, Mo. : 
I understand there is considerable trouble with the slaves in Mis- 
/souri. Please do your best to keep peace on the question for two or 


three weeks, by which time we hope to do something here toward set- 
_ tling the question in Missouri. 


A. LINCOLN. : 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fayetteville, via Huntsville, January 10, 1863. 


Brigadier-General HERRON, 
Commanding Third Division : 


GENERAL: I have just received information that General Brown’s 
troops whipped Marmaduke on the 8th, at or near Springfield. Gen- 
eral Brown is wounded. The enemy las gone east, and will probably 
make his way south, on the east side of White River. Possibly you may 
- eut him off in his attempt to cross the river to this side, or, by crossing 
your own cavalry, succeed in intercepting him. You may go to any 
extent which circumstances seem to justify. — 

Your supply trains started from this place this morning. —~ » 

Very respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


FAYETTEVILLE, January 10, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Brown, Springfield, Mo. ; 
. [have sent Colonel Cloud’s brigade to Keytesville, and am moving my 
remaining force eastward, via Huntsville and Carrollton, to intercept 
the rebel cavalry which you inform me is in Missouri, and to meet a 
stronger force, which I suspect is moving up White River. I believe. 
your force is quite sufficient to hold Springfield against the force now 
threatening it, but Colonel Cloud will march to your assistance, if nec- 
essary. Please inform him at once what is the condition of affairs. 

In haste, 


SCHOFIELD. 


JANUARY 10, 1863. 
General DAVIDSON: 


Warren sent a small force toward Springfield from Houston, which 
he expected would reach Springfield to-morrow morning. I fear it was 
‘ ca, | 
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too small, and has fallen into rebel hands, as they say there were 1,500 
rebels at Sand Spring, this side of Springfield, this morning. ‘The tele- 
graph line is cut between Lebanon and Waynesville, so we are only 
receiving dispatches from Waynesville. Last night I ordered Warren 
to fall back on Rolla, if, as I thought, he could learn the enemy is com- 
ing toward Rolla. Your feelers will give you word, and, if you move, 
I hope you will move pretty strong. They report the enemy 5,000 or 
6,000, but I do not-believe a large army could haye moved so fast. 
Your outfit should be light, of course. General Herron started east 
with two divisions on the 6th. He has now had five days’ march. He ~ 


‘must soon begin to group the rebels some way, most likely toward you. 


Keep me advised, and be ready for pursuit if they come within striking 
distance. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


JANUARY 10, 1863. 
Governor GAMBLE: 


Rebels have advanced this side of Springfield, threatening Lebanon ; 
but at last accounts we held forts at Springfield. 
Will you have Enrolled Militia called out in vicinity ‘of Rolla, and 


near railroads? 
SAML. R.. CURTIS, 
Major-General... 


HEADQUARTERS FISK’s BRIGADE, U. S. VOLUNTEERS, : 
Steamer Ruth, Memphis, Saturday morning, January 10, 1863. 


Maj.-Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 

GENERAL: Arrived here last evening. General Grant arrived here 
from Holly Springs this morning. Have just had along conference with 
him. Heis now preparing dispatches for meto bear to General Sherman. 
We are very much in the woods as to definite information touching 
movements down theriver. General Grant will immediately add to the 
Vicksburg column all the force that can be safely withdrawn from his 
department. The march southward, via Grenada, will be abandoned, 
and all the forces concentrated against the enemy on the river. 

General McClernand is to command the down stream force. This 
arrangement causes much bitterness among us generals, who are all 
ambitious of doing brave deeds in opening the Mississippi. Iam quite 
discouraged. General, I wish you would put on your war harness again 
and come down this way to help us out. Harmony of action and hearty 
co-operation on the part of our double stars must be produced in some 
way. Ihave made up my mind to obey all orders without a whimper; 
go where I am sent, if I can get there, and fight as well as I know how. 
I will cheerfully work in any harness, single or double, breast collar or 
hames. May the good Lord deliver me from falling into the great mael- 


_ strom of fault-finding and criticism of every other man or officer. I have 


been hammering knuckles all the way down; have requested several 
shoulder-straps to become better advised before they undertook ‘to 


~ balance your accounts. I am after the rascals. 


T remain, general, yours, respectfully, obediently, and faithfully, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


t 
f 


, SAINT Louis, Mo., aan are 1, 1863. 


His Bxeelleney ABRAHAM Lincony; | 
| President of the United States: Spe 
Dispatch received. Hear of no negro troubles. Rebel raid on 
Springfield some trouble. we forces are coming on them from two 


_ directions. 
SAML. Rk. CURTIS, 
Major- General. 


, 


STATION ELKHORN TAVERN, 
Ror January 11, 1863. 
Commanding Officer, Springfield, Mo.: 
~ In accordance with orders from General Schofield, I am moving with 
my brigade to the relief of Springfield. Any communication you wish 
to make to me of the position of movements of the enemy will be of 
great importance. I will leave Keytesy ille at 4 p.m. this day, and will 
make your post as soon as possible. 
_‘ Yours, respectfully, 
. FE. CLOUD, 
Colonel, Comdg. Second Bri tg., First Dw., ee y of the Frontier. 


HEADQUARTERS FISK’S BRIGADE, , 
On Steamer Ruth, Helena, Ark., January 11, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAmurL R. Curtis, 
f . Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: I arrived at Helena this morning. Found General Gor- 
man actively engaged organizing an expedition for White River, to 
co-operate with Gener al MeClernand on the ArKansas.* Ijoined in the 
movement with my command, and am now afloat, waiting the signal 

gun from Fort Curtis to advise us that all is ready for “ way down 
. South i in Dixie.” Twenty-five steam transports are waiting to oe the 
precious cargo away to glory and other things. 

Vicksburg i is “too big a boo” for us yet. While re-enforcements are 
gathering we will endeavor to settle some small balances in the interior 
of Arkansas, and hope to give a good report ere long. 

General Gorman, without doubt, has freely advised you of his move- 
ments, expectations, &e. Being now brigaded and divisioned with and 
under general officers who are my superiors, my official correspondence 
with you direct, will, I suppose, for the present terminate. 

You will pardon me it occasionally I drop you a line in a private 
way. 

Xam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpagrs. 3p Bric., Ist Div., ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp Curtis, January 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General SCHOFIELD : 
I reached this point, 33 miles from Elm Springs, to-day. Major Bhi. 
thorpe’s detac hment joined me e after I Ww ent into camp. He reports noth- 


* See Gomnne to ie January 10, Serics , Von XVIH, Pan I, p. 552. 
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‘ing in relation to Marmaduke’s forces. I have mere rumor that he was 
near Springfield, and was, expected down this way; nothing authentic. 
I have sent one scout up the Neosho road, by Buffaio Creek—up the 
Pineville and Rutledge road—and shall put out a patrol to-night in this 
vicinage. There seems to be.a number of bushwhackers in these parts, 
by reports of Major Ellithorpe and Captain Anderson. I have not any 
formal report from Major Ellithorpe as yet. Captain Anderson, of the 


_ Third Indian, with about 80 men, discovered a camp of some of Liy- 


Aingston’s men that were preparing winter quarters, numbering between 
60 and 70 men, and, being apprised of the captain’s approach, drew 
up in the wocds and offered sharp resistance, which lasted about fifteen 
minutes, and the enemy fled, leaving several dead and a number taken 


prisoners. We had 1 man killed (a Cherokee); no other seriously hurt. — 


¥ 


I shall keep a sharp lookout on the way in which Marmaduke may be - 


expected, and shall await your orders. 
I remain, yours, very respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, |. 
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fayetteville, Ark., January 11, 1863. 
Col. WiLLIAM A. PHILLIPS, 
Comdg. Third Brigade, First Division, Maysville, Ark.: 


COLONEL: As I informed you during our personal interview on the 
8th instant, your brigade has been detached from the First Division, for 
service in the Indian Nation and on the western border of Arkansas. 
It is impossible for me to give you very definite instructions for your 
guidance. Much must be left to your discretion. I desire to give you 


full powers and leave you free to carry out, as far as practicable, the | 


general policy which I have explained to you, and which may be briefly 
explained as follows, viz: To occupy, if practicable, the line of the 
Arkansas River and the Indian Territory northeast of it; to give pro- 
tection as far as possible to the loyal Indians, and enable them to occupy 
their homes and prepare for planting crops in the coming spring; to 
assist the loyal families in furnishing subsistence to each other, by trans- 
porting it from places where it can be found to those that are destitute, 
and supplying food to those who must otherwise suffer from want; to 
remove to Kansas such families as cannot otherwise be saved from star- 
vation, and to make peace with the rebel Indians when in your judg- 
mentit can be done with propriety. The rebel Indians will be permitted 
to return to their allegiance upon the same terms as are accorded to 
other rebels. Your force should be held as much concentrated as prae- 
ticable, to prevent being overpowered, and must be held in readiness to 
join the army in Arkansas or Missouri whenever your assistance may 
be needed. 

Please keep me informed of all your movements and of the results of 
your operations. You will draw your supplies from Fort Scott inde- 
pendently of the rest of the army, for which purpose a train has been 
placed at your disposal. , . 
: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
: Brigadier- General, 
3 R R—VOL XXII, PT II * 


Hpgrs. SECOND DIVISION, ARMY OF THE I‘RONTIER, 
Huntsville, Ark., January 11, 1868. 
Bri eadier- -General SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Army of the Frontier : 
GENERAL: A man named Eli Sandford, one of Captain Pierre’s scouts, 
has just come in (2p. m.). The substance of his information is that the 


army of Hindman left Clarksville on Thursday, and went down the river ~ 


with the intention, as reported, of stopping at Lewisburg, on Big Piney, 


where they intend taking permanent quarters. The cavalry force of 


the enemy’s army under Marmaduke and Shelby, as they report, 7,000 
strong, left under orders to go to Pocahontas, and took the route by 
Yellville and Lower Missouri, asthe scout says, ‘“‘ontheirown hook.” The 
citizens about Clarksville and on the route of march of Hindman’s army 
have been called upon by written notices, one of which the scout saw, 
to act as pickets since their cavalry left. Hesaw no force of the enemy 
whatever after leaving the point from which he came, 7 miles north of 
Clarksville, until he reached Huntsville. The latest information is that 
the infantry of Hindman’s army did not stop at. Lewisburg, but were 
still marching toward Little Rock. It is the current account in the 


country and among their soldiers that Hindman had lost 6,000 men by — 


desertion since leaving Van Buren. Four rebel soldiers dressed in 
Federal uniform traveled in company with Sandford to within 20 miles of 
Huntsville. They stated that they lived in and near Cassville, and were 


going home, and that they should send their women into our camps to — 


- procure information. 

This is all the information I could obtain from Sandford.. He has 
gone to General Herron’s camp. Major Montgomery has not returned. 
If any information is received through him, I will report again 

: i am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DANL. HUSTON, JR., 
Col. Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Comdg. Second Div. 


Saint Lovrs, 
January 11,1863. (Received January 12.) 
Major-General GRANT: 
Please use the following dispatch at your discretion :* 


Brig. Gen. W. A. GORMAN, Helena: 

Continue to regard the Vicksburg move of primary importance. Let all other 
moves delay, if deemed necessary. ‘Send boats and men for that object, but do not 
weaken Heléna so as to endanger the position. 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


. SAML. R. CURTIS, 
pe Major-General. 


Hpqres. THIRD DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 

Camp at Carrollton, January 12, 1863: 

Brigadier-General SCHOFIELD : ' 
GENERAL: I have arrived at this place, having made but slow prog- 


ress moving over these terrible roads with artillery and wagons.. The 


country is full of bushwhackers, who annoy us very much. Our men 
shot one or two on the other side of Huntsville. Your last dispatch, 


* For use made of this dispatch, see Grant to Gorman, January 12, 1863, in Series I, 
Vol. XVU, Part IT, p. 555. 


Roy 
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: ! 
‘announcing the defeat of Marmaduke by Brown, was received last 


night, and, in accordance with your order, I have sent all my cavalry to 
Yellville, and thence across White River, to follow up Marmaduke. A 


spy just in states that if was Marmaduke’s intention to go from Spring- 
field to West Plains, and thence to Pocahontas, or near there. The peo- 


ple here know but little about his movement, he having passed through 
very rapidly. Should he take the route above named we cannot inter- 
cept him, but if he should come nearer to the river then we may. It 
was my intention last night to have gone in command of the cavalry 


myself, but for the last four days I have been quite unwell, and to-day _ 
am feeling terribly. The surgeon says I will have a severe attack of — 


fever. I have been compelled to ride in an ambulance from Huntsville 
to this place. Colonel Gower will command the cavalry, and will take 
with him about 2,000 men. I have given him full instructions, and feel 
confident that he will do the best that can be done. 
It will take three days to march the infantry and train from here to 
Yellville, and I shall, therefore, hold them here until further orders. | 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, Seah 
’ F. J. HERRON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. . 


Hpgrs. First DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
On the road, at Black’s Mill, January 12, 1863. 


Lieutenant-Colonel MAarsuH, Chief of Staff: : 
_I am just in receipt of a note from the general which satisfies me I 


have made a great mistake inroad. I went via Bentonville, supposing — 


that it was desired for some reason that I should go there, the Ben- 
tonville road being mentioned. I was confirmed in this construction by 
the fact that the same letter ordered me to send my empty wagons, in; 
tended for Springfield, to Keytesville, and Colonel Cloud’s brigade would 


act as convoy. Colonel Cloud had previously been sent to Mudtown . 


(under your order), and I inferred you knew his whereabouts when I 


received your order to march to Huntsville, because simultaneously with - 


it I received a note from Colonel Cloud informing me that you had or- 


dered him directly to Keytesville. Putting it all together, [ concluded — 


that for some purpose I was to go to Bentonville, and thus would meet 
Colonel Cloud or a detail as convoy; otherwise the train would have 
had no convoy from Elm Springs. I suffer much for want of guides or 
a map, nor can I procure either. 

Your dispatch of yesterday reached me at Bentonville, where my 


whole command did not arrive till midnight. I am now somewhat de- — 


tained by an application from Colonel Phillips for rations out of the 


Fort Scott train. Hesays he let it pass him. Hesends me your letter, | 


authorizing him to take rations out of it, and says he will suffer unless 
so supplied. I have, therefore, sent him twenty-two wagon-loads, with 
instructions to unload and send them to Elkhorn, to be turned over to 
the post commander there, so as to be used on the Springfield road. 
Should you desire a different disposition of them, Colonel Phillips will 
have to be informed. . 

Lalso send, as desired, some thirty wagon-loads of commissary stores 
to Fayetteville. All this delays me, as I have to halt and change the 
loads. I am, however, hurrying the batteries and wagons to White 
River, some 4 miles distant, in order to cross before night or morning, 
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Some further delay must take place there in crossing, which may com-~— 
pel me to bivouac at. the crossing to-night. I will, however, push with 
all possible dispatch. I cross White River at Van Winkle’s Ferry. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WEER, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


LEBANON, January 12, 1863—1 a. m. 
Colonel STONE : 
Am satisfied a force of 4,000 is marching on Houston, under command 
of Marmaduke. You must re-enforce Houston to-morrow or the stores 


are gone up. 
3 LEWIS MERRILL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


- GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 5. ' Saint Louis, Mo., January 12, 1863. 


Commanding officers of armies, districts, brigades, regiments, and posts 
- will forward copies of all general orders and all important special orders 
issued by them to these headquarters, for the information of the gen- 
eral commanding. Also all reports of expeditions, skirmishes, and en- 
gagements; and officers making such reports will, in all cases, make 
particular mention of subordinate officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and privates who, by special good conduct, general attentiveness toand | 
willingness to perform their duties, and bravery upon the field, are de- 
serving of promotion. Lists of such meritorious officers and enlisted 
men, setting forth the particulars in each case, so far as given, will be 
kept at these headquarters, and, from time to time, furnished to the 
Governors of their respective States, with the request that promotions 
to fill vacancies be made from these lists. 

Commanding officers of brigades, regiments, and corps within this 
department will see, as far as in their power, that merit alone, either 
among officers or men, secures promotion. 

By command of Major-General Curtis : 

H. Z. CURTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HpQrs. ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, Huntsville, January 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS: 


DEAR Sir: Having informed myself in regard to the nature of the 
country and the.enemy’s resources in Arkansas, south of the Arkansas 
River, and thinking that it might be of interest to you, occupying the 
position of chief of scouts for the Army of the Frontier, I have been 
enabled to learn as follows: That Arkadelphia, a point at the head of 
navigation on the Washita River, 70 or 80 miles southwest from Little 
Rock and 65 miles north of Monroe, the present terminus of the railroad 
from Vicksburg to Marshall, Tex., is the great depot for the Trans- 
Mississippi Confederate States army. There they have manufactories, 
where they make guns, ammunition, clothing, salt, medicines, and other 
army supplies. In this section, as in all Southern Arkansas, I find that 
there is a strong Union element. At Arkadelphia, for the defense of the 
town, are left about 500 men. The locality of this place is as follows: 
It is 87 miles, by a good road, from Gaines’ Landing, on the Mississippi 
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River, 21 miles below the mouth of the Arkansas River, and ator near the 
foot of a range of mountains which no horse can cross without coming 
north and going west some 150 miles. Thus it would [seem] that a 
force landing at Gaines’ Landing could effectually cut off the enemy’s 
retreat on this great thoroughfare from Little Rock to Texas, and cause 
him to take the more western route, on which he will waste his strength | 
until he will become no longer formidable. At Arkadelphia and through 
that section of country there exists a scarcity of forage, by reason of 
drought, but down the Washita 25 miles forage becomes plentiful. The | 
means of communication between the rebels east of the Mississippi and ~ 
at Little Rock are by telegraph from Vicksburg to Monroe, thence by 
mail or express to Arkadelphia, thence by telegraph to Little Rock. 
Thinking that you might not be as fully informed through any other — 


_ channel, I submit the foregoing. 


Yours, respectfully, 
WM. H. PIERRE. 


P. S.—I also learn that the Union men of Clark and Sebastian Coun- 
ties, Arkansas, have from the rebels armed and equipped themselves, 
and I am assured by them that as soon as we get near Little Rock they 
will co-operate with us. 


2 


Hp@rs. SEVENTH MISSOURI STATE MILITIA CAVALRY, 
Camp near Springfield, Mo., January 13, 1863. 
Col. C. W. MARSH, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of the Frontier, Fayetteville, Ark. : 

CoLONEL: You are informed by telegraph, doubtless, that I arrived 
at this post with my command at 8 a.m. to-day. We marched hard, 
and, I think, made good time. My command does not exceed 400 men, 
but these are in splendid condition. ‘The poorly mounted and dilapi- 
dated were left behind with train. 

The fight here on the 8th was rather a brilliant and successfal affair 
on our side. The men behaved nobly. General Brown’s gallantry and 
management are much eulogized, and I am of opinion it is quite de- 
served. I saw him this evening. His wound is painfully severe, and | 
full of danger. He is quite cheerful, but greatly concerned about the . 
safety of the post, and the opinion that may be entertained of the de- 
fense made. My opinion, deferentially spoken, is that no second at- 
tempt on this post will be made by Marmaduke on this raid, and that he 
will endeavor, with precipitate haste, to extricate himself from the en- 
tanglements of your rear. Look out for him to the east. Our desire 
and purpose is to pursue him. Efforts will be made to form junction 
with General Warren. His additional force and co-operation will, in 
our judgment, enable us to loosen them up at Hartville, and compel 
them to retire into Arkansas at a point where they will necessarily run 
on to one of the points covered by your disposition of the forces south. 

The moral effect of this inroad into Missouri will be against us, un- 
less the scoundrels are intercepted and badly crippled. Should he con- 
sume and destroy the supplies on the line of his retreat, our pursuit will: 
be unfortunately tardy, and, in my judgment, the greatest good is to be 
expected from the efforts of the force east of Fayetteville. Touching 
these things, however, you will be better advised by wiser heads. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. F. PHILIPS, 
Colonel Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 
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‘HIpors. SouMWESTERN Drswnant OF MissouRI, 
Springfield, January 13, ape 
Brig. Gen. JoHN M. Seuottnre Fayetteville: 
Colonel Cloud, with Second Kansas, Seventh Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry, and Rabb’s battery, arrived at 8 a. m. to-day. Dispatch from 


Lebanon, dated January 12, states that Colonel Merrill, on his way to. 


re-enforce this post, had fought two battles with the combined forces of 
Marmaduke and Porter, and Colonel Merrill had retired to Lebanon, the 


enemy retiring at the same time. Latest information is that Marma- 


duke is in the vicinity of Hartville. Colonel Cloud proposes to move on 
them, forming a junction with force at Lebanon. 
Respectfully, &c., 
JAS. H. STEGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
; Huntsville, January 13, 1863. 

Col. WILLIAM WEER, 

Commanding First Division, Gluck [Lick ?| Creek, Ark. : 

- COLONEL: You will please move with your first brigade and train to 
Carrollton with as little delay as practicable. Colonel Cloud’s brigade 
will be ordered to move via Crane Creek and join you at some point 
east of here, to be determined hereafter. I will send him orders to 
that effect. 

The Second Division will precede you on the road to Carrollton, 
leaving this place at 8 o’clock in the morning. Your train should be in 


advance of most of your troops, at least after passing this place, your — 


rear guard consisting of the main body of your command. 

Hindman is said to be still moving down the river, but he may at- 
- tempt to play us a trick. Beon the alert. I will send a scout south 
in the morning, to return and join you some time during the day. I will 
precede Colonel Huston’s column. Please inform him ‘and me if at any 
time you need assistance. Look out for bushwhackers, and keep your 
train well guarded. There is no way of diminishing it until we reach 
Carrollton. You will find the roads extremely rough, and your march will 


necessarily be very slow. Take time enough, and forage your animals well. | 


As you pass Huntsville, send a battalion of cavalry ‘north to ‘Berryville, 
and thence east to Carrollton, to await your arrival there, with instruc- 


tions to inform you and me of any guerrilla movement on our left flank. 


The march to Carrollton will probably take you three days. 

I send you a rough map, and will send guides in the morning. If 
anything occurs to render it advisable to delay the movement, I will 
inform you in time. 

_ Very respectfully, your obedient ser vant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Helena, Ark., January 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 

Commanding Department of the Missouri: 
GENERAL: Mr. Brooks will deliver to you the papers and the persons 
of G. W. Baker and officers of the steamer Alhambra. 
I was left here with 1,000 cavalry and the Thirty-sixth Iowa Infantry, 
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_ numbering 600men. The Thirty-third Missouri Infantry was also ordered 


to remain -here when Colonel Colburn left for Saint Louis. General 
Fisk on his arrival here ordered the Thirty-third Missouri to go with 
the expedition, and left an order for the Twenty-first Missouri to remain 
here. The Thirty-third Iowa arrived last night, and report the Twenty- | 
first Missouri not on the way. Colonel Rice thinks they are not ordered 
down the river. I cannot hold this post with the force left, and have 
detained the, Thirty-third Iowa until the Twenty-first Missouri arrives. 
There are 5,000 horses and mules, several large warehouses filled with 
Government property, and other valuable stores here to be guarded. . 
The force now here is tco small for the duty. : 
Lieutenant Bradford, of the Second Wisconsin Cavalry, was sent 


back from Big Creek yesterday by Colonel Clayton, Fifth Kansas Cav- 


alry, who, with 1,200 men, was ordered to Saint Charles. Lieutenant 
Bradford, with 25 men, was attacked at Lick Creek, 12 miles from here, 


_ and lost 20 men. The lieutenant-and 4 men arrived about 7 p. m. last 


night. They report 200 rebels. : 
There are a great many negro men, women, and children coming into. | 


‘our lines since the proclamation; many are leaving their homes. Iam 


at a loss to know what to do with them, and would be pleased to receive | 
some instructions from you. I am also ata loss to know how much 
authority I have here. Can I appoint courts of inquiry to examine 
absent officers, general courts-martial, grant leaves of absence on sur- 
geon’s certificate, &c.; have I the power conferred on a division com- 
mander? Iam left without any instructions, and have not had time, 
owing to a great press of business, to examine the orders I have.’ 

I have information direct from Saint Charles there were only 600 men 
there on Sunday. General Gorman will find the town evacuated. I 
will comply with any instructions you may give me. 

Mr. Yeatman, the agent of the Treasury Department, claims the ex- 
clusive control of the commerce below Memphis. He desires me to 
deliver to him certain lots of cotton left in wharf;boat by General Gor- 
man, belonging to parties now up the river. I have declined to do so, on 
the ground that Mr. Yeatman has no power to take property in charge 
of the military authorities. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CYRUS BUSSEY, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


PRAIRIE LANDING, 
Twenty-five miles from the mouth of White River, January 13, 1863. 


Hon. H. M. STANTON; ' 
Secretary of War: 


Sim: I have the honor to report that, on the night of the 11th instant, 
I left Helena, Ark., with the army under General Gorman, and took 
with me the books and papers of the office of the Military Governor of 
this State. If General Gorman is successful in his present undertaking, 
of which there seems to be no reasonable doubt, Devall’s Bluff, on the 
White River, the terminus of the railroad to Little Rock, will be in 
possession of our army in, at farthest,a few days. The railroad to 
Little Rock, if obstructed, can easily be put in running order, and then 
the Government will have at all times of the year’a sure and safe means 
of transportation of supplies to Little Rock during nine months of the 
year by the White River and railroad, from Devall’s Bluff, and during 
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three months, when the White River is not navigable, by land carriage 
from Helena to Devall’s Bluff, and from there by railroad. Besides 
this, for more than six months of the year, the Arkansas River 1s navi- 
gable above Little Rock. This railroad, from Devall’s Bluff to Little ~ 
Rock, is through a prairie country; it is built in almost a straight line, 
with but.a few bridges, and those over inconsiderable streams. It can. 
~ be very easily kept in running order. . 

The Post of Arkansas having been taken, and the rebel force cap- 
tured, there is now no considerable rebel force north of the Arkansas — 
‘River. 

With a little effort on the part of the Government, the lines of our 
army can be extended to the Arkansas River, and that line can be 
easily maintained. Should the railroad not be taken possession of, and 
kept up as a military road to Little Rock, itis feared that the Confeder- 
ates will return to the north side of the Arkansas River and make raids 
- into the State of Missouri. The Military Governoris at present sick at 


-. Saint Louis. 


Iam, sir, with respect, your obedient servant, 
AMOS F. ENO, 
Secretary pro tem. of Arkansas, and Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ; HD@QRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 6. Saint Louis, Mo., January 13, 1863. 


I. Brig. Gen. J. M. Schofield, commanding Army of the Frontier, is 


_ relieved from command of the District of Southwestern Missouri, to date 


from the 10th November, at which time it was turned over to, and until 
further orders will remain under, Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown, Missouri 
State Militia. 


* % * * * * t Ec 


Tit. The Eighth and Ninth Districts (Western Arkansas and the In- _ 
dian Territory) will, until further orders, be under the command of 
Colonel Phillips, Third Regiment Indian Brigade. 

_ By command of Major-General Curtis: 
H. Z. CURTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. STATE OF Mo., ADIT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No.4. ° Saint Louis, January 13, 1863. 


I. Provision having been made by the United States authorities for 
the supply of subsistence and forage to the Enrolled Militia of Missouri 
when in active service, you are, therefore, ordered to suspend at once 
all assessments made within the limits of your command for the support ~ 
of the Enrolled Militia. 

iI. The Enrolled Missouri Militia, when in actual service, by order of 
competent authority, will draw their supplies from the nearest United — 
States post. 

By order of the commandet-in-chief : 

WM. D. WOOD, 
Acting Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Post Arkansas, January 14, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, ; 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: Ihave the honor to inform you of our entire success on 
January 11, 1863, at this post. After three and one-half hours’ fighting, 
the works of the enemy were stormed, and the entire garrison, 5 000 
men (killed and wounded not included), fell into our hands, together 
with all the matériel of war, comprising large quantities of quarter- 
‘Inaster’s, commissary’s, and ordnance stores. Most of the ordnance 
stores captured by the enemy on board the Blue Wing have been re- 
captured. This success, in itself, will serve as a diversion in favor of 
your columns, moving under Gorman, Schonield, and Davidson, and 
others of your commanders, upon the enemy’ s positions upon and near 
the line of the Arkansas River. If the river will allow within two or 
three days, I will ascend with my command to Little Rock, and reduce 
that place. It is doubtful, however, whether the stage of water will 
allow it. : 

Respectfully, your obedient, servant, 
JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 14, 1863. 


Major-General Curtis, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


The President’s attention having been called to the recent “onder of 
your provost-marshal in Saint Louis, published in the newspapers,* it 
is disapproved by him, and he directs: 

1st. That the order be suspended. 

2d. That all orders of provost-marshals in the State of Missouri re- 
specting trade, commerce, or anything but the discipline and govern- 
ment of the troops in the United States service be also suspended, and 
the provost-marshals be relieved from service in such capacity, except- 
ing Saint Louis. 

Further instructions on this subject will be transmitted by mail. 

You will please acknowledge the receipt of this telegram. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 15, 1863. 


Major-General CuRTIS, Saint Lowis, Mo.: 


The Secretary of War directs that no person be permitted to exercise 
the powers of provost-marshal in Missouri, except at military posts, 
and then only in regard to military_offenses. No one, unless he be a 
military officer in the service of the United States, can act as Peseeek: 
marshal, unless appointed by the War Department, . 

H. W. HALLECK, 
CGeneral-in- Oni. 


' “* See General pa es Ne. 35, Deeember 24, 13 42, Part I, p. 868. 
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. HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., January 15, 1863. 
Hon, E. M. STANTON: ee 
- Provost-Marshal’s Orders, No. 35, is mainly a compilation of old orders. 
Where we have no troops, provost-marshals guard public property, 
arrest spies, and give immediate notice of guerrilla forces. The system 
was inaugurated over a year ago, and is the only way of keeping the peace 
in Northern Missouri, especially in border counties. I have no serious 
complaints coming to my knowledge. The rebels that attempted to 
capture Springfield are retreating, hotly pursued. Things every day 
grow more quiet. I am constantly curtailing restrictions regarding 
trade as safety seems to permit, and I fear the change required by your 
dispatch of the 14th will give new trouble. May I suspend action until 
I can confer by letter? 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HABADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 15, 1863. 


His Excellency President ABRAHAM LINCOLN: 


I had the honor to see a letter addressed to me, but sent to Governor 
Gamble, of the 5th instant,* in relation to affairs in Missouri, and very 
properly urging a conference between us in regard to several matters 
relating to the administration of affairs in this State, which you say are — 
giving you much trouble. In reply to this last idea, I have great. soli- 
citude. Ihave seen lately a determination to oppress you with matters 
that certainly ought first to come before me. For the good of discipline, 
as well as justice to-you, matters should, as far as possible, be adjusted 

-by your subordinates. I regret that I published the suspension of 
assessments in this city as your order. 1 did so because I thought it 
would show your anxiety to be just and generous. But the effect has 
been to carry everything to you, even before seeking proper redress 
elsewhere. If Dr. McPheeters had presented his case to me, as he did 

- to you, both you and I would have been spared much trouble. 

In my interview with Governor Gamble, and in reference to persons 
charging him with selfish and ambitious motives, and doubts as to his 
fidelity, the Governor expressed his regrets, and evinced generous sen- 

timents of loyalty. He said, what is true, there is too much disposition 
now to impeach everybody. I think with you that Governor Gamble 
is loyal, and I do not see any occasion for us to differ, except it may be 
as to some measures. But even upon these I do not think difficulty 
will arise between us. He goes for you and our country-and some of 
your measures. I go for all. In regard to county assessments, he 
withdrew his Enrolled Militia publicly. I am checking them quietly. 
Our Union men are much opposed to restraint in their pursuit of rebels, 
especially in the country where our friends have been persecuted, and 
where the assessments inure to the benefit of the widows and orphans 
of men, killed by the rebels. There may be frauds, such as you name, 
but I doubt it. I should have had news of it. No assessment committee 
could commit such a fraud as you name with impunity. The calcula- 
tion, I presume, is based on the supposition that men are assessed on 
the value of their property, whereas the assessments are made on a 
compound ratio of property and disloyalty. These assessmentson per- - 
sons for crimes committed in a neighborhood are considered a great — 


* Seo p. 17. 


i~ i & ~ ‘ 


_ OnaP. XXXIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. | 48 


restraint on rebels who have encouraged bands of rebels, and our friends 
fear that they will suffer if such restraints are taken off. I am implored 
not to remove them. I have earnest petitions and letters innumerable 
coming in, urging me to allow assessments to proceed. The county 
assessments are all made by local commanders, who claim that they 
understand their local difficulties better than I can. I therefore move 
cautiously and quietly, so as to avoid any new inspiration of rebel cour- 
age. On matters concerning the degree and direction of force against 


rebels, I am appealed to as the supposed head of military power in this ° 


vicinity. On complaints of too much severity, the Governor and Your 
Excellency are appealed to, and we do not, therefore, either of us, 
always see both sides. As to banishments, the Governor goes further 
than I do on ‘that subject, although we might differ as to particular 
cases. Most of the banishments have been made as a commutation for 
imprisonments determined by military commissions or local commanders, 
and in all instances where the community seem to think it safe, I try to 


procure arelease. As to the cases named by Mr. Rollins, I will exam- © 


ine, and write to him. They must stand on their own merits, not on 
his; but I shall have due deference to his opinion as to the safety of 
the release. As I intimated in a former letter, I only fear some conflict 
with the Governor in regard to Enrolled Militia and regular volunteers. 
I command the volunteers, but the Enrolled Militia, it is claimed, can 
only be commanded by the Governor. As the theory is, we feed and 
forage while he commands this force, and the Governor seems anxious 
to preserve all his rights in this behalf. I hope, however, no difficulty 
will grow out of this. So far I have got along well with the Enrolled 
Militia. As things improve, rebels become more active and officious in 


their demands for release and relinquishment from restraints, which | 


are the only cause of gyr success. We must not be over-hasty in with- 
drawing these restraints, but gradually, I hope, peace will be restored 
and military power relinquished. ; 

I have now commanded this department over a quarter of a year. I 


have so far great reason to rejoice in the success of our arms and the _ 


progress of our principles. The recent raid to Springfield has been re- 


pulsed without the loss of a single wagon or a pound of stores, and my | 
forces are in rapid pursuit of Marmaduke and his 5,000 men. They got 


nothing but one gun without wheels, and a good thrashing at Spring- 
field and Hartville. While General Grant is preparing to collect: his 
re-enforcements, General McClernand as an episode is assisting me in 
pressing the rebels up the Arkansas. Meantime other forces in pursuit 
of Marmaduke must capture him or drive him below that river. All 
this I have made secondary to the move on Vicksburg, where I have 
tendered nearly all my force, and which I hope will, in due time, be 
made with more unity of action and ultimate success. ; 

I have the honor to remain, Mr. President, Your Excellency’s obedien 


servant 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI; 
Saint Louis, January 15, 1863. 
Hon. E. M. Sranron, Secretary of War: 
I telegraphed a request that I might confer by letter before execut- 
ing your telegraphic order concerning provost-marshals’ orders, and the 
provost-marshals generally. 


AN 
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The provost-marshal system is not of my planting or growth, but is 
now so old, deep-rooted, and wide-spread it cannot be summarily dis- 
posed of without danger of losses and disasters. It began in General 
Frémont’s administration, by the appointment of Major McKinstry in 
this city, who was followed by Colonel McNeil and Captain Leighton; — 
neither of them were properly in the United States service. From this 
it spread out through the whole department, and when I came in com- 
mand Colonel Gantt was provost-marshal-general, and hundreds were 
elsewhere located ; most of them not officers in the United States serv- 
ice, except, by virtue of their appointment as provost-marshals. Gen- 
eral Halleck had given the system a head by creating a provost-mar- 
shal-general, and issued some orders devolving specific duties on these 
functionaries, and, by a kind of common understanding, provost-mar- 
shals took charge of prisoners, watched contraband trade, discovered 
and arrested spies, found out rebel camps, and pursued and arrested 
the rebels in their neighborhoods. They operate with volunteers, mili- 


_ tia, and police force, just as circumstances require, and in Southern Iowa 


and large districts of Missouri, where recruiting guerrilla agents strive 


to organize their bands, they are the only stationary, permanent offi- 


cial sentinels, who keep me advised and guard the public safety. Pub- 
lic arms, prisoners, contraband property, and forfeited bonds are held 
by them and properly disposed of, and immediate discharge would 
create loss and confusion where everything is now quiet and secure. 
For instance, the provost-marshal at Glasgow has 30 or 40 prisoners. 
At Columbia last Sunday the provost-marshal resisted an effort to res- 
aS a parcel of most desperate prisoners—one a Confederate recruiting 
officer. 

I send you the letter of Colonel Dick, my provost-marshal-general, to 
Show other duties devolved on these men. Sgon after my assuming 
command, I presented to the General-in-Chief the importance of more 
exact and uniform rules in regard to the system, and desired the matter 
might be taken up at Washington, but, in the absence of any instruc- 
tions, I directed the provost-marshal-general to compile and construct 
some general and uniform rule of action. This he did in Orders, No. 35, 
which I suppose is the order disapproved by His Excellency the Presi- 
dent. It contains the gist of a great many old orders and some new 
ones, but in the main it conforms to the current business of the system. 
No paper or person here has made complaints against the order, and I 
am surprised that such apprehension and immediate necessity should be 
presented at headquarters. As far as possible, action under the order 
is suspended, but I presume most of it will be found to be a mere con- 
densation of our police regulations. 

I have been urged to send away my regular volunteers, and have 
stripped portions of my department to comply with pressing demands 
elsewhere. To compensate for this, provost-marshals, taken from the 
Enrolled Militia, are earnestly endeavoring to keep me posted and main- 
tain public tranquillity. If they are to have no supervision of trade, 
commerce, or anything but the discipline and government of the troops 
in the United States service, how am I to prevent contraband of war, 
guns, ammunition, and other supplies going into the hands of the guer- 
rillas, and how am I to know what is doing or to be done in various 
parts of my district when I have no other command, and what am I to 
do with the prisoners and other rebels that are held either in fact or- 
fear by these provost-marshals ? 

I regret that I am thus forced to defend a system I never did approve 
and have often condemned. I could not find either statute or military 
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law to rest it upon. I have not appointed one, except to fill the vacancy 


_ of the provost-marshal-general; but the system has started and grown 


up from surrounding necessities; it is now working very extensively 
and quite harmoniously, and I believe it must in some shape be con- 
tinued during the war. When a nation is at war, war exists everywhere, | 
and we must have some sort of military representatives wherever mili- 
tary offenses can be committed. It costs too much to keep stationary 
troops everywhere, but without such officers as I may trust and con- 
stantly employ in every county of this State and in various parts of my 
department, I must have many more troops in actual service in Missouri. 
While, therefore, there is no apparent necessity of a sudden radical 
change, I most respectfully request that some substitute may be allowed 
me for a system of military power which now serves a most important 
purpose throughout my command, or so order the matter that we may 

perfect what now seems to be a useful military expedient. 

I have the honor to be, Mr. Secretary, your very obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, oa 

Major-General. 

{Inclosture. } 


[Saint Louis, Mo.,] January 15, 1863. _ 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Commanding : e 


' GENERAL: The telegram of the Secretary of War, of the 14th, to the 
major-general commanding this department, contemplating a change in 
the system of provost-marshals in the interior of the State, requires of 
me that I should present to you some of the duties performed by them. 

Commanding officers in the field turn over prisoners captured by them 
to provost-marshals, who take the evidence against the prisoners and 
forward it and them to Saint Louis. With guerrillas and marauding 
bands operating in the State, whenever opportunity occurs, appearing 
at first one place and then another, our troops are kept moving, and _ 
the officers in the field do not furnish the evidence against the men they 
capture. Were these prisoners considered prisoners of war, and to be 
sent forward for exchange, but little evidence would be needed, but 
they are many of them lawless men, known in certain localities. After . 
their capture their friends constantly make efforts to have them released, — 
and it is through the provost-marshals that the facts relating to them 
are ascertained, and upon which the proper action can be based, as to 
holding or releasing them. These provost-marshals are made by your 
orders conservators of the peace. They know and report the state of 
the country, and can and do determine better than any one else which 
men can safely be enlarged and which not. Remove them, and to whom 


shall we apply for the information constantly needed at your headquar- 


ters, and to whom will commanders in the field send their prisoners to — 
be examined and forwarded? Again, it is well known that rebel re- 
cruiting officers and spies are constantly coming into this State. It is 


’ the business of provost-marshals to keep on the watch for them, and to 


break up their practices; and, but for their efforts, in many counties 
recruiting for the rebel army would be carried on without danger. There 


- are many disloyal farmers who would constantly aid the rebellion with 


supplies of different kinds, but for the provost-marshal system. Re- 
move the danger of detection, and the State would furnish (to the rebs) 
considerable amounts of supplies, and the stream of rebel soldiers south- 
ward would be largely increased. 

I have released, all the time, men in whose promises reliance could 


_ not be placed, but I have felt justified in doing it by placing them under 
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a the surveillance of the provost-marshals of their counties.. If, however, 


they have no local officer to care for, they either cannot be released or 
would soon again be led off into aiding the rebellion, Provost-marshals, 
too, give confidence to the Union men through the State; they stand 
as the representatives of the United States Government, and if a neigh- 
borhood becomes so rebellious as to endanger Union men, they feel that 
the report. of the provost-marshals will call the attention of the military 
authorities to the condition of things. ‘To relieve the provost-marshals 
will be a shoek to the Union cause in this State, and will have a most 
depressing effect upon those who require the support of the Govern- 
ment. They acquire a local knowledge which is valuable and reliable. 
The men who have been disloyal in Missouri, most of them, remain so; 
and it will prove a costly mistake to act uponacontrary hypothesis. They 
are Southern sympathizers who have taken tp arms, and they are none. 
the less sympathizers because for the time disarmed; and I feel safe in 
making the assertion that, if they believe it not too perilous to do it, 
they will again take up arms, or by other means aid the rebellion. My 
belief is that these people have got to be kept down while the war rages, 
and my every day’s experience confirms that belief. After the rebellion 
becomes powerless, then the Missouri rebels will give up their plans of 


- co-operation, and not until then. So far as they have ceased hostilities, 


it has been from force, and not voluntary submission, and to consider 


_ these people no longer enemies of the Union is to fall into a practical 


error. They have had pretty hard experience in this war, and I be- 
lieve, by vigilance, can easily be kept down; but a show of military 
power is necessary, and the presence of some military force, too, accom- 
panied by the continuation of the military system sufficient to keep 


- them sensible of this, that renewed hostilities on their part will be 


promptly met by force. If my hypothesis is correct, then the system 


of military law cannot be dispensed with in Missouri, while disloyal 
men believe that the Union will be dissolved, and they very generally 
do believe it. If my judgment and opinions are incorrect, then let the 
capture and detection of guerrillas and marauders be turned over to 
the civil authorities, and let military action be confined only to regular 
movements in the field; and it may be that it will be found that the 
wiate is < *  *. * 

I consider it my duty as an officer to make this statement relating 
to the disloyal men in Missouri, believing that the reliable supporters 
of the Union cause in this State are the men who feel that the safety 
of this State lies in the control of it by the military power of the United 
States, so long as this rebellion continues defiant; and these men who 
alone constitute the strength of the Government in this State will have 
ati sufferings to endure, if the protection of the Government is with- 
drawn. 

_Thave the honor to remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. A. DICK, 
Lieut. Col. and Provost-Marshal-General, Dept. of the Missouri. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 15, 1863, 
Brig. Gen. JAMES G. BLUNT, 
Commanding District of Kansas, Leavenworth : 
GENERAL: The report of Lieutenant-Colonel Abernathy, relative to 
the recent expedition of Colonel Adams with a detachment of the Twelfth 
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Kansas Infantry into Missouri, has been received.* There are also on 
file the reports of Brigadier-General Vaughan and other officers touch- 
ing the same matter.t After a careful consideration of the facts as pre- 
sented, it is the determination of the general commanding to release 
Colonel Adams and Lieutenant-Colonel Hayes from arrest and restore 
them to duty. You will, therefore, issue the necessary order. While. 
this has been the decision of the general commanding, having in view 
the good of the service and the efficiency of the regiment in question, 
he feels compelled to express his disapprobation of the course pursued 
by the officer in command of this expedition. In General Orders, No. 
1i, Department of the Missouri, this paragraph. occurs: 

The districts thus designated are for the convenience of police regulations, but com- 
manders in the field will not hesitate to cross lines and co-operate with adjacent com- 
manders where the interests of the department seem to require it. 

From the evidence it appears that Colonel Adams evinced no dispo- 
sition to co-operate with the commander or forces of the district into 
which he led his detachment, nor, indeed, does it appear that the inter- 
ests of the department required him to cross the district line. The gen- 
eral commanding regrets that circumstances have occurred requiring 
him to adjust difficulties between our own forces. We have no energies 
to waste in conflicts with each other. It should be the purpose of all 
military movements to put down rebels wherever found, and no per- 
sonal considerations or personal jealousies should defeat that object. In 
the future, should the forces on the border find it necessary to cross the 


~ district line, either from Missouri or Kansas, it is hoped that the com- 


mander will observe the spirit of General Orders, No. 11, and especially 
avoid acts which tend to irritate or wound that State pride and esprit 
de corps so essential to the effectiveness of the soldier and so sensitive 
among troops stationed on their own soil for its protection. 
T am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. P. CHIPMAN, . 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 14. Saint Louis, Mo., January 15, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 

Ill. * * * Col. J. M. Glover, Third Missouri Cavalry, will, on 
16th instant, proceed to Rolla, Mo., and resume the command of the Dis- 
trict of Rolla. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Curtis: 

H. Z. CURTIS, 
Assistant Adjutent-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HD@Rs. Dist. oF NORTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
No. 7. Warrenton, Mo., January 15, 1863. 
Uné@er the orders heretofore made, the following amounts are assessed 
in each county of the district, respectively. The committees will pro- 


'* See T. J: Weed to H. Z. Curtis, December 18, 1862 (Part I, p. 841), and January 
6, 1863 (p. 22). ; i 
+See Vaughan to Curtis, December 9, 1862, Part I, p. 821. 
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ceed at once to collect these amounts, in accordance with orders hereto- 
fore given. _ \ nee < ; i 

Whole amount to be collected in district, $300,000; of which will be 
‘collected in— ; 


County. Amount. County. Amount. 

$370005||, Montgomerycne- neat see aecene snes $5, 700 

21,600 |; Marion ... a 19, 800 

32, 000 || Macon .--. ae 7, 800 

37, 0003S Pike. 2 eo een Bp eee oa 10, 800 

PE COO Ss PU GRAM Sec static ns 7 se =aeia oe sere nie ates 2,100 

6000! sandolipn se teu 5 cen eee ian istic , 11, 700 

99 2002|| "Rallies ss es 8 ee ene ethene ae 7, 200 

35 300u1| Shekbyewatce as. shee <cee sae Sale eeeeaae 5, 400 

HiGWAS Oe Sac os we Seo ctee te ciscas ae Fe seen 7,D00olScotlanmde. scnu8 55 ste edo ant eae ee 3, 300 
TEV OS UOM ieee joes eee ware eee oe 7, 500 2,700 
Tanner se te Sao Laat 3, 300 6, 000 
Lincoln = 5, 700 2, 100 
Monroe 38, 700 3, 300 


By command of Brigadier-General Merrill: 
GEO. M. HOUSTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HBPADQUARTERS, 
Saint Lowis, Mo., January 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

Telegraphed and wrote yesterday, in reply to Secretary of War, ask- 
ing time to communicate by letter on a change so radical as to provost- 
marshals. The system began with the revolution. Itis wide and deeply 
rooted; substitution, not eradication, may be necessary. Property, 
police, and public peace require caution. There are no troops where 
provost-marshals are most useful. The system is no offspring of mine, 
but I see no need of hasty change of quiet measures, and ask time for. 
. explanations and instructions by letter. 

SAML. | R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Hpars. THIRD BRIGADE, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp Curtis, Maysvilte, January 16, 1863. 
Col. N. P. CuipMAN, Chief of Staff : 

My Drar CoLonEeL: You will see by the date of this that my letter 
of the 7th instant* is yet in my hands. I send it, as it contains all the 
facts of which I wished to write. The cartridges have come to hand all 
safe and very opportune, as my last loads were in the guns. Many 
thanks for your trouble and kindness. I will use them well. 

I preceded the advance of our brigade from Elm Springs to this place 
in command of 500 mounted men. The distance of 25 miles I made 
during the night, and surprised a party of Livingston’s gang. I killed 
9 and captured 13 of the gentry. We have sent the prisoners on to 
Fort Scott. The country is full of these marauding devils, but we are 
clearing them out rapidly. This light snow for the past two days en- 
ables us to track them toa charm. They have turned their heads south, 


x 


* Not found. 
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and are making for the river. We are hauling them in and putting 
them under every day. This country is in a terrible condition. _Fam- 
ilies, both Union and secesh, are fleeing for safety to our lines. Union, 

_ however, are scarce in these parts. One of the devils that I took had 

the sealp of one of our soldiers in his pocket. k 

This brigade, well equipped and filled, will hold the Indian counties, | 
and Iam of the firm opinion that the Indians can be used in no other 
locality to so good an advantage; in fact, I believe that to divert them 
to any other field of operations than the Indian counties will tend to 
demoralize them to dissolution. Lieutenant-Colonel Wattles’ resigna- 
tion is returned as informal. Although serious charges are preferred 
against him, he is yet in command. I think that a plenty of forage 
can be had to sustain this brigade during the winter between here and . 
Neosho and in the vicinity of Cowskin Prairie, 

I should still like to raise a battalion of sharpshooters and have the © 
Henry rifle. I can make it equal to two regiments, and a terror to the 
enemy, yet I am here and cannot figure for the thing. The weather is 
cold and freezing very hard; real winter has come at last. Please use 
the petition inclosed as best you may, and gum it together, as I have 
not these little conveniences. I send it simply to show you the feeling 
amongst the Indian officers, not that I imagine it will have a feather’s 
weight with the Secretary of War. ‘There must be a friend in court.” 

Well, excuse me for my tedious letter, and the next will be short and 
to the point. 

I have the honor to be, your friend, 

A, O. ELLITHORPE. | 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Houston, Mo., January 16, 1863. _ 
Col. N. P. Curpman, 
Chief of Staff, Saint Louis, Mo. : W 
CoLoNEL: I have communicated, by telegraph, with the general com-_ 
manding, but am not yet quite prepared to give an official report of my 
operations for the last week. Lieutenant Brown, Third Iowa Cavalry, 
captured on a reconnaissance and paroled, came in lastnight. He was 
released on the North Fork of White River, near Indian Creek, 45 miles 
below Hartville. He reports the enemy over 6,000, without including 
losses. They marched severalmiles toward Houston, but, for some reason, 
headed their column south, and moved on toward Arkansas. They are 
to rendezvous at Batesville, where they are to be joined by Hindman, | 
and make another raid to Springfield. They buried an officer near 
Barnett’s farm, on Clark Creek, 10 miles below Hartville, whom he 
has no doubt was Porter. He saw him after he was brought from the 
field. He was then insensible, and said to be mortally wounded. Brown 
was captured early in the morning, about 7 miles west of Hartville, at 
the beginning of the first fight, and was with them all the time during 
the engagement. Marmaduke had several conversations with him, and 
expressed great admiration of the manner the men fought, repeating 
that they ‘were perfect devils.” _ = 
My whole command are now with me and in fine condition. I shall 
send my official report to-morrow. ; 
Meantime, I am, colonel, very truly, your obedient servant, 
FITZ HENRY WARREN, 
Brigadier-General. 
4 R R—VOL XXII, PT I ; 
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War DEPARTMENT, _ 
Washington, January 17, 1863. 
Major-General Curtis, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


You may wait for instructions after the receipt of your communica- | | 


tion before acting on my telegram respecting provost-marshals, but care 


should be taken by such officers to avoid just grounds of complaint 
‘against arbitrary proceedings. 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 17, 1863. 


_H. W. Hauixck, General-in-Chief, Washington: 


GENERAL: Two dispatches are before me, one from the Secretary of 
War, of the 14th, and yours of the 15th, both ordering a change in the 
matter of provost-marshals. I have telegraphed General Loan and 
General Merrill, commanders of districts, to confer with them in the 
premises so as to make the changes, if possible, without endangering 
the peace of Missouri. I have replied to the honorable Secretary’s let- 
ter, and will inclose a copy to you. I cannot imagine the cause of such 


orders being so precipitate. A little time should be allowed for substi- 
tution of any police force even in time of peace, and I certainly think 


in times like these any change should be cautiously, gradually, and 
generally quietly made. It could not be understood that the provost- 
marshal system is mainly effective where we have no Federal troops, or 


where. they are few and transient. Perhaps it is supposed the State of 


Missouri is so far restored to a loyal condition we need no military 
power and should rely solely on the civil. If this idea prevails, it is 
certainly erroneous. I wish it was so, for God knows I would be glad 


to be relieved from these police guards and responsibilities. Broken up 


in their organizations or starved in Arkansas, rebels sneak into every 
peaceable corner of the State with secret recruiting papers to enroll 
guerrilla bands and engage in acts of cruelty and robbery. The entire 
safety of the country depends on a steady, stern application of military 
power. This idea of having a nation half peace and half war is death 
to us. War is everywhere while war exists, and we need sentinels 
everywhere to prevent a surprise. Your telegraphic order embraces 
three points : 

Ist. Provost-marshals not to exercise power ‘except at military 
posts.” If this means only where we have Federal force, it eradicates 
the most important part of the provost service. It is where we have 
no Federal force they remain to care for property, watch paroled rebels, 
report conspiracies, and keep our friends advised and our foes in fear. 

2d. They are only to take notice of military offenses. This is right 
if it is conceded that offenses may be both military and civil. But if it 
means that provost-marshals shall have nothing to do with crimes 
which civil authority can punish, it goes so far as to render them quite 
useless. ‘They could not arrest rebels who shoot Union men or assem- 
ble to commence a raid, as the civil authority might act in either case, 
considering it manslaughter or unlawful assembly. We must have 
more summary proceedings in Missouri yet. 

3d. He must be an officer in the United States service or be appointed 
by the War Department. Most of our interior provost-marshals are not 


United States officers, but all in Missouri belong to the Enrolled Mili- 
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tia. We have not the United States officers to spare to fill their places. 
_ They have been selected by local commanders, and are generally the ~ 
very best men for their places. The War Department could not select 
_ so as to improve the matter much. I have not appointed one of them, _ 
as I wrote you in a former letter, and my provost-marshal-general has © °° | 
appointed very few; but I am confident they generally represent the 
loyal sentiment of each neighborhood. I have heard little or no com- 
plaint. I have objected to the system because I could never perceive 
the law upon which to base it and a system of rules by which it could. 
be regulated; and I have required my provost-marshal-general to com- 
pile rules, which may be improved by abridgments or additions, as cir- 
- cumstances may require. The rules so compiled and originated are sub- 
mitted as orders. They have been published extensively, and have been 
‘some time in operation without any complaint that I have heard of. In 
fact, they restrain rather than enlarge the customs of provost-marshals, — , 
whose duties have heretofore been so undetermined that some of them 
committed great indiscretions. Anyrule of action is better than norule. 
I shall be glad to have the matter improved at headquarters, although 
in the main you will find only well-known rules, many of them incul- 
cated in your official orders. A growth of nearly two years, wide-spread, 
and deep-rooted, more needed as we have less Federal force in Missouri, 
I most respectfully submit that its eradication is not an easy or safe per- 
formance to be executed by a process so summary. It has grown to be 
a necessary institution, and, in my judgment, should be carefully per- 
fected or very gradually removed. I certainly express the views ofmy —--»- | 
‘local commanders, and the opinion of every country friend that Ihave ...>. 
seen since I received the dispatch, when I tell you the safety and ~--. 
peace of various counties in Northern Missouri would be insecure and : 
our Union friends greatly alarmed by the withdrawal of these, the only 
remaining legal representatives of the Federal Government. 
The Union men know that this rebellion is against the National Gov- 9° > ~ 
ernment, not against the State government; and even the Enrolled Mis’ ..:.- 
litia desire some nucleus in each neighborhood where, in case of new. ~ 
intrigues, they can rally around a national authority. You know, gén-: 
eral, [ cannot be actuated by any personal regard for this illegitimate. ; 
offspring, and I trust you will not consider me liable to needless appte- - : °°’ 
hensions; but I submit that, all but one Federal regiment being drawn. 
from Northern Missouri, I must object to the extinguishment of the only. 
remaining element of power that lam to command. I do not see why: 
we should keep troops in Kansas, and even in Nebraska, and none in. ; 
Missouri. Is it supposed the Enrolled Militia of Missouri are better .-°*° 
than they are in other States? They are generally very good, but many 
of them are very doubtful, and provost-marshals are generally the select 
men. of the Enrolled Militia. Besides, the Enrolled Militia are not con- 
stantly, but only occasionally, in the service, while the provost-marshals 
_arealwayson duty. Ihad ordered the last regiment (Merrill’s) to move 
south of the Missouri; but Colonel Farrar has just returned from that 
portion of the State, and insists that it will not be safe to do so. 
With this general statement of the matter, I respectfully ask full and 
explicit instruction as to the disposition I shall make of property and 
important papers now in the hands of such officers remote from all mil- 
itary posts, and ask that reliable Federal troops may be sent to me to 
- compensate for this police organization before it is abolished. 
I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, :. 
SAML..R. CURTIS, 
Major-General, 


oIwo~e 


- General SCHOFIELD: 
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[DEPARTMENT OF THE M1ssouRt,] me 
January 17,1863. | 


Your dispatches of the 14th and 16th received. Large expedition 
started up Arkansas and White about the 10th. It may return tore- | 
sume. Vicksburg, and may have gone to Little Rock. Marmaduke was — 
whipped at Springfield and Hartville, retreating south, probably going 
toward Batesville. Forces from,Houston and Rolla are pressing down 
on Marmaduke. Can you intercept his retreat? I hope the Fayetteville 
troops will be cautious. Phillips must make his headquarters near the 


southwest corner of the State. Where is most of your force? 


SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, | 
January 18, 1863. 
General SCHOFIELD: 

Our troops and. gunboats took Arkansas Post, with garrison and 
guns, on the 11th, and gunboats passed on toward Little Rock. If 
water keeps up, hope they will clean out therivers. Gorman was going 
up White to Devall’s Bluff if he could. Try to gét communication with 


river forces if they get near you, so junction may be formed. 


SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
; Devall’s Bluff, January 18, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, ; 
Commanding Departnent of the Missouri : 


“GENERAL: By dispatches just received last evening from, General 
--MeClernand, I am informed that there is not yet sufficient water in the 
Arkansas River to enable him to advance on Little Rock safely. He 
é ae announces that he has been ordered by General Grant to Napoleon 
“at: once. 

<= General Grant has informed General McClernand that he is about to 
— reienforce him with one division of his army, one brigade from General 


_ . Curtis, and one brigade from General Wright. 


v 


se 


<* General McClernand has sent an order to General Fisk direct to re- 
~ port to him “immediately at Napoleon, or wherever he may be.” ‘This, 


you see, leaves me powerless for any practical purpose again. My 

cavalry, sent by land from Helena to Clarendon (about 1,200), are water- 
bound and utterly powerless, owing to the late snows and rain, and 

gives me some apprehensions for the safety of the horses for want of 
forage, as the country is utterly inaccessible for any distance. I shall 

go to see General McClernand at once, but will hold this river at Clar- 

endon and Saint Charles for the present. 

The country between this point and Little Rock is utterly impassable 
for either infantry, artillery, or cavalry. It is one vast level plain, and 
mostly prairie, covered with bogs and bayous, and scarcely any settle- 
ments. : 

‘The railroad to this point is in good order, and the rebels have a pon- 
toon bridge at Little Rock. But I find I cannot tow up coal this high 
to supply the gunboats. All the transports I have fully supplied with 
axes to cut wood, but gunboats cannot burn wood, and must have coal. 


~ 
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The river above Clarendon is so crooked that it is with great difficulty 
that the large boats ean turn the bends, and I have not enough small 
ones. 

As your instructions have always been to lend any possible aid, to 
the movements on the Mississippi River, I will obey the request of Gen- 
eral McClernand for General Fisk’s brigade, and bold Clarendon and 
Saint Charles, the former only being 15 miles by land from this bluff, 
and no force dare venture to hold this place, as Clarendon seriously 
imperils their right flank and the railroad in their rear. 

Much, general, has been accomplished by this move. All the enemy 
have abandoned the east side of the Arkansas River, and left the whole | 
of Hastern Arkansas free of rebel forces. 

I assure you our fleet looked formidable, whether it was so or not, 
and has caused all the people in this section to give up hope of its bein g 
held by the rebels again. 

I am, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 
W. Az GORMAN, 
Brigadier- General, ‘Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS POST, 

Helena, Ark., January 18, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
Commanding Department.of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: General Gorman reached and captured Saint Charles on — 


the 14th; the enemy evacuated on the day before, carrying their guns 
up the river on board the steamer Blue Wing. They had two large 
guns and four small ones. General Gorman proceeded toward Devall’s 
Bluff. : 

I have heard nothing from the cavalry expedition under Colonel 
Clayton. I presume they reached Clarendon, as they had not arrived | 
at Saint Charles when General Gorman wrote me. 

General Grant passed down yesterday. He advised me to repair the 
levee here as soon as possible. We have 1,000 sick men in hospital; 
200 of these will never be fit for duty, and should be discharged. I 


find much room for reform. In many respects the public business has 


- Major-General MCCLERNAND, 


been extravagantly managed. 

I have issued, and will enforce, stringent orders to rid this post of a 
host of mule and horse thieves who infest it. 

I would be glad to have this post designated the District of Helena. 
I would then ‘know the extent of my authority. 

I have 50 men, paroled prisoners, captured before January 1, 1863. 
Are they exchanged; and will they be returned to duty without formal 
official order from depar tment headquarters ? 

. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CYRUS BUSSEY; 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Devalls Bluff, Ark., January 18, 1863. 
Commanding, &e.: 
GENERAL: I have taken and occupy this point. Here the Littla 


~ Rock and Memphis Railroad terminates, and is in good running order. 


\ 
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They have 2 locomotives, 2 passenger cars, and 12 platform cars; 3 of 
the latter we have here. I captured hére two 8-inch columbiads in 
— good order, with the carriages complete; 90 new Enfield rifles, and 25 

prisoners. here ee de i 

Our approach was sudden and rapid, and on arriving in sight two 
- companies of infantry. were here busily engaged in getting the two large 
guns on the cars.. They ran at once and scattered into the woods. My | 
infantry, which had been landed below and sent to their rear, caught © 
all except those who took the Des Are road and concealed themselves 
_. in the woods.. My cavalry landed at once and penetrated the country 
‘7 miles on the Little Rock road, until the mud and water became 
~ utterly impassable. ae 
I started a gunboat and some infantry early this morning up the 
river to Des Arc, where I hope-to capture a train engaged in transport- 
ing supplies'to Little Rock, and, perhaps, a quantity of corn, oats, and 
other forage. . = 
Hindman, with his forces, is at Little Rock, arriving there last Mon- 
day. General Henry [B.] McCulloch is believed to be at Pine Bluff. ~ 
General Hawes, with three regiments of cavalry and six pieces of 
light artillery, was.ordered to re-enforce Post Arkansas, and started last 

Sunday on a forced march, ‘but only got as far as Hick’s railroad sta- 

tion, within 3 miles of Brownsville, and is supposed now to be on the 

west side of the Arkansas. : 
. All the forces of the enemy, except two, or, possibly three, companies 

of bushwhackers, are‘now west of the Arkansas River, and the people 

are running their stock and negroes toward Texas; and itis quite sure 

their army do not intend to fight at Little Rock if they are not able to 
check our forces at Pine Bluff, which they do not seem to think they 
can do. , «' WA She et te 

If it were, possible for me to get cavalry across this low, marshy - 
country to Brownsville~and Little Rock, I would start them at once; 
but this is utterly impracticable. The snow is now 4 or 5 inches deep, 
and melting, and the Grand Prairie is a vast sheet of water, precluding 
the least hope of getting,across to Little Rock with infantry, artillery, 

or cavalry, until the rainy season is over, and the country, which is a 

vast level plain, dries.off: “If it were possible to get cavalry across this © 

prairie, the enemy would cut. the bridges over the Bayou Meto, and 
other smaller streams, now swollen to overflow, and stop us there. 
Lam greatly at loss to know how I am to get my 1,200 cavalry back 
to Helena, or out to the Mississippi River. Since they arrived at Clar- 
endon, the rain and snow has fallen to such an extent as to fill the vast 
bayous, lakes, and little rivers to such proportions as to make it a 
serious question whether I shall be able to save the horses, as I have 
not sufficient transportation to take them out by water, and forage can- 
not-be had, owing:to like causes, except by the river. If General Fisk 
is taken from me, I will be compelled to leave this point and go below, 
as I shall be so crippled as to leave me utterly powerless. Ihave been 
crippled by the withdrawal of one regiment to New Madrid, and one 
at Memphis. I then, unexpectedly, was required to leave a garrison 
at Helena of 2,000 men. I have left a regiment of 800 infantry, two 
companies of cavalry, and a battery at Saint Charles, and now I am 
called ‘on to part with my largest brigade, at least 3,500 strong, making 
in all a draft-of 6,400 men on me, leaving me less than 5,000 effective 
men. Iwill be down at once to see you. bos 
I have not heard.a word from General Curtis about parting with the 
force you ask, but if any immediate move is to be made to Vicksburg, 


. 


ports of the condition of affairs at Fayettevill ; 
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I will not hesitate to order General Fisk 
cannot get to Little Rock from this point ; 
before the spring rains are over. Gener, 
at Helena until I was re-enforced by Gei 
strong enough to move here or anywhe 
pelled to withdraw to Saint Charles,: 
Helena; yet itis true that I can do nothit 
Fisk will get down as soon as possible. 
Iam, general, truly, your obedient Seren: z 


t to you at c once, as I 
1d, perhaps, not 
ed me to rémain 


to.General Curtis at Saint Louis. —_ 


HpaqQrs. 3D Bria., 1st Dry., ARMY OF TE: 
Camp Ourtis A: 
Major-General CURTIS, s 
Commanding Department of the U 
Sir: I have just received a dispatch. fro: eneral | 
Huntsville, Ark., 19th instant, informing me mat orders from 
you, I am to report directly to you as. ‘cotmmiander of the Highth and 
Ninth Districts. Re 
I have ordered my adjutant, Lieutenant: alle 
a consolidated morning report of date, in-ad¢ 
ports that have to be made, so that you m 
of my forces at the earliest possible mom 


aher, to forward at once 
to the tri-monthly re- 
vised of the condition 
As soon as I receive re- 
4 will reportit. I started 
my supply train to Fort Scott. The supply ‘of Commissaries’ stores left 


with me is inadequate, but I am running two little water mills and 


thrashing wheat, and expect, by giving part: rations of sugar, coffee, salt, 
&c., to make supplies last until the train gets back, I was directed by 
written orders from General Schofield to hold the line of Arkansas 
River and subsist the destitute Cherokees and other destitute citizens. 
In the Indian Nation there is no forage and little food: Every scout I 


_ send toward Arkansas River costs just so much horse-flesh. Still, I 


shall endeavor, if possible, to keep the enemy over the Arkansas River 
until I go forward and occupy it in the early spring. 
There are several other matters. of importance “connected with the 


Indian portion of my command requiring the-profound and earnest at- 


tention of the Government. Ishall send separate communications under 
the separate heads accompanying this réport.” T-have been informed 
that a party of Indians, said to be Pawnees (I suspect Osages), are on 
Grand River. Ihave sent a small scout to watch them and report what 
they are and what they are really doing. As they are-90 miles off, I 
sent no force. In fact, I shall not dividé my force, unless ordered to do 
so, until [know what has become of Marmaduke. “My forces are barely 
adequate to take him, even if I keep them together, and I am keeping 


If you eee been relieved by General. Gra — Ail, rt for duty 


nik e was not... 
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scouts out north and northeast and watching for him, so as to take him 
in if he.comes, this way. In watching for Marmaduke I have been pre- 
vented from doing several other things I desire to do. | 

In being ordered to supply the distress of the Indian Nation, a task 

of no common magnitude is imposed. In spite of the large numbers that 
have left, of course the larger portion of the Cherokee Nation, estimated 
at 2,500, are still in the Nation. Last summer was one of drought and 
reduced crops. The men were in either army, and few were left to till | 
the soil. The armies of General Cooper, expecting the second attack to 
be through the Nation or down Grand River, destroyed all crops, as a 
scheme of military policy. The Army of the Frontier went down within 
Arkansas, and so far has subsisted; but, owing to the causes enumer- . 

. ated, the Nation is little short of a desert. During my last expedition, 

-when I burned Fort Davis, I had to subsist my horses principally on 

wheat in sheaf, and sometimes I had to march 40 miles to get that, and 
Thad all the information as to supplies that could be obtained. 

I shall keep communication open with General Schofield as long as I 
can reach him. 

Colonel Harrison is at Fayetteville, where there is a hospital. Besides 

_ his reports, I have desired him to furnish a report of the condition of 

the sick and wounded at Fayetteville and other matters of moment. .1 

have urged him not to leave Fayetteville unless positively driven away, 

and that, if necessary, I would support him until your orders were re- 

ceived; to scout in the direction of the enemy, so as not to be taken by 

- gurprise, and to send secret scouts to Clarksville or any point on the 
Arkansas River where the enemy may have forces, and to ascertain, 
as I have directed my own scouts to ascertain, where they get their 
supplies and what transportation they have. 

The winter, which so long held off, has set in in earnest; snow three 
days ago; thermometer four degrees below zero here; for two days it has 
rained or sleeted, having moderated somewhat, but the country here is 
saturated with water, and all movements, of course, retarded. 

I shall inclose a copy of the orders I have received from General Scho- 
field, affecting my general movements. I shall send the following docu- 
ments: First, a report of the peculiar features and character of and 
present condition of the Indian command; second, a report of the con- 
dition of the Nation; third, a report in reference to negotiations with 

' rebels now in the Indian country, Colonel McIntosh and others, which 
is, of course, to some extent secret, and, fourth, a statement of what may 
be necessary for an early spring movement, or an immediate movement, | 
that would be of greater service, no matter who may have the command. 

Awaiting your orders, I remain, with profound respect, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade, Army of the Frontier. 


(Inclosure No. 1.] 


Hpars. 38D Bria., 1st Div., ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp Curtis, January 19, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


_ Sire: I desire to report the peculiar features, character, and present 
condition of the three Indian regiments. My close connection with them 
in active service during the past nine months has given me opportunities 
to judge, and I submit a report as brief as it can be made, believing it 
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is necessary to give the Government a clear idea of the nature and wants 


_ of this branch of the service. 


ist. The First Indian Regiment is of Creeks, mustered at Leroy. The 
only white officers at first were field officers. The regiment did some 
service in June and July; it) became badly demoralized for want of 


Sufficient and competent officers; partially broke up in August; was 


collected in October, and had white first lieutenants mustered, under 
General Blunt’s order. Some 300 or 400 of the regiment, who had 
gone to Leroy in August, and who had refused to leave it, got down 
with the train just at the time the Army of the Frontier was rebrigaded. 
The regiment has drilled very little; are indifferently informed as to 
their duties. 

These Creeks are about equal in scale of intelligence to the Delawares 


of Kansas; they are inferior to the Cherokees. They are now in bad 


vy 


shape, get out their details slowly, sometimes desert a post, or a party 
when sent on duty; yet I would be lacking in my duty to them or the ‘ 
Government if I failed to say that, with one or two good field officers, 
military men, and two, or even three, company officers, they could be made 
very effective. No party of them should be sent without a competent 
ofiicer. Their own officers are, with few exceptions, useless, but there: 
are one or two men of influence amongst the captains, brave fighters in 
the field, and of influence not to be overlooked. This Creek regiment 
ives me much more concern than either of the others. j} 

2d. The Second Regiment originally consisted of Osages, Quapaws, 
&ce., and, when it got into the Cherokee Nation, finally of Cherokees. The 
Osages, who were neither more nor less than savages and thieves, who 
brought the whole Indian command into disgrace, were finally mustered 
out during one of their periodic desertions, which fortunately happened 
at pay time. So of the Quapaws and other broken fragments of tribes 
that were little better. Under General Blunt’s orders, I recruited for 
the Second Indian Regiment, and its numbers have been brought. up to 
its present status (see reports) from Cherokees, half-breeds, and whites. . 
Last summer the regiment drilled but little; lately it has improved in 
that respect. It still lacks necessary officers, but isin a fair way to make 
a useful force. 

3d. The Third Indian Regiment, which was my own, rejoined after its 
organization, was literally taken from the enemy, and was the heaviest 
blow dealt in the Southwest last summer.’ Profiting by the experience 
of the first two regiments, it was organized by General Blunt’s orders, at 
my suggestion, with first lieutenants and orderly sergeants picked out of 
the white regiments in the field. J endeavored to secure active, intelli- 
gent men, conversant with their duties as soldiers, or non-commissioned 
officers, and just so far as I succeeded in this the result has been favor- 
able. Unless when on actual march, the regiment had dress parade » 
every evening, and drill and officers’ schools every day. The result is 
that it is as well drilled as many white regiments that have been a longer 
time in the service. The regiment has done a great deal of active sery- 
ice, besides innumerable scouts and skirmishes. They were for two. 
hours and forty minutes under hot musketry and finally artillery fire at 
Newtonia. They participated at Fort Wayne, Cane Hill, Dutch Mills, 
Prairie Grove, and other engagements. This is the only Indian regi- 
ment that is really a success so far, although the Second undoubtedly 
will be, but there are several errors in. its organization, and some few of 
this command and also the Third absent themselves without leave, 
which is a chronic Indian weakness. : 

The error in all the Indian regiments has been in not mustering the 
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captains or white officers to be fully responsible for property, and to see 

- orders carried out.. Itakethe liberty of suggesting that the necessary 
officers for an Indian company are, the captain (first lieutenant might be 
an Indian) and second lieutenant white men; or, better yet, the captain 
~a white man, first lieutenant a white man, second lieutenant an Indian, 
and orderly sergeant awhiteman. The white men to be selected from the 
volunteer army, or from men who thoroughly understand military duties, 
and who will work hard. It is a blunder to put men of poor ability in 
an Indian regiment. It requires character, so that the Indians will 
respect him, and a thorough knowledge of military duties. In a white 
company, if the captain and lieutenants are ignorant, perhaps some 
privates in the company can run it, but an Indian company improperly 
officered is in a frightful mess. 

The officers in an Indian regiment have to work very hard to get 
things in shape. The besetting sin of Indians is laziness. They are — 
braye as death, active to fight, but lazy. They ought invariably to be 
mounted ; they make poor infantry, but first-class mounted riflemen. 

The Third Regiment, most of the Second, and half of the First en- 
tered the service with their own horses; were paid as infantry, but 
foraged and shod by department order of General Blunt. Their horses 
have nearly all been used up in the service. At this time the stock is 
very poor. 

The Third Indian Regiment is of twelve companies mounted riflemen, 

- and has two howitzers attached. They are only paid as infantry, but 
used as mounted men. About 100 of them are on foot, as their horses 
have died in the service. To be efficient they ought to be mounted on 
Government horses in the spring. The Third is armed with Mississippi 
and Prussian rifles. The Second, Prussian rifles and muskets, and the. 
First with hunting rifles, and have to mold their bullets. 

_ Nothing but active steps to supply necessary orders can save the First 
Indian Regiment from utter demoralization. My orders to drill are 
disregarded. As I compel the regiments to draw on consolidated pro- 
vision returns, I have difficulty in getting reports from them. I am 
much embarrassed, as arresting all the officers of a regiment is not to 
be thought of, and permitting it to run loose has a bad effect on the rest. 
[ earnest! y desire instructions and necessary authority to myself or some 

‘others. In the mean time I shall do the best I can. 

With great respect, 


- 


WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade, 


[Sub-Inclosures. ] 


ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
No. 6. Camp Curtis, Ark., January 14, 1863. 


I. Commanders of regiments, battalions, and batteries will be held 
-responsible for keeping the men of their command within camp. No 
man must leave camp but under orders, or with a pass signed by his 
company and regimental commander and approved at these headquar- 
ters. 

Ii. Any person found foraging for himself without ordors will be at 
once arrested. All commissioned and non-commissioned officers and 
guards are specially charged with this duty. When arrested they will 
be reported to the provost- marshal for punishment, and ‘in every case 
the article or articles aney have taken shall be handed over * to the regi- 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST Division, : 


al 


- ye by! ? 


arresting belongs, for distribution as public stores. 


III. In accordance with general orders already issued from the War mh 


- Department and Department of the Missouri, it is ordered that all con- 
traband stock taken from the enemy be turned over to the brigade quar- 
termaster, who shall brand, take charge of, and have the same used as 
Government property. Every head of cattle taken by any officer or 
soldier shall immediately be reported to the quartermaster, who will 
keep an account, which shall indicate the exact place where taken, de- 
scription, and name of owner, or, if unknown, shall so mark it; ‘and 
said books shall indicate whether vouchers have been issued or money 
paid for them, and the amount, and the brigade commissary, in the ab- 


mental commissary.of the regiment or command to which ‘the party: 
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sence of a properly authorized ‘contractor, shall have such stock turned 


over to him by the quartermaster, for beef, as needed. 


IV. The brigade forage-master and regimental quartermaster shall 


keep an account of all forage taken by foraging parties, or taken into 
their regiments; said accounts will indicate where taken, and for what 


voucher or pay have been given. No foraging party shallleave camp . 


save in command of a commissioned officer, who shall not permit the 
men to straggle, and who shall be held accountable for the conduct of 
his eommand. He will, on his return, hand in an account of forage 


taken to these headquarters, to be in writing, certified by him. 


V. All citizens shall be kept out of camp until permission. has been . 


given them to enter. They will be stopped by the pickets, and de- 
tained there until the provost-marshal be apprised of their presence, 
names, and business. 

VI. Commanders of regiments, battalions, and batteries will see that 
all the men of their respective commands, reported for duty, and at the 
time in camp, are present at drilland parade. Company drill, 10 o’clock; 
battalion drill, 11 o’clock; dress parade, 4 o’clock ; regimental school 
of commissioned officers, 7 to 8 o’clock, Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays; company school of non- -commissioned officers, 7 to 8 o’clock, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays; Sunday, inspection and dress 
parade in the afternoon; no drill. These schools are enjoined to give 
their earliest attention to all the details of guard duty. 

VII. Commanders of regiments and battalions are ordered to report 


- the number of horses for duty in each, company, and no others are to be 


2 


supplied with forage. 

VIII. On the request of commanders of regiments, an additional wagon 
or wagons shall be sent out for forage for food for refugees, to be issued 
to them by the forage-master, in quantities that shall “insure of its not 
being wasted. 

By order of William A. Phillips, colonel commanding: - 

WILLIAM GALLAHER, 
First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjuiant-General. 


ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
IND < 12. Camp Ourtis, Ark., January 15, 1863. 
I. Itis ordered that the senior white officer in any company of an In- 
dian regiment be held fully accountable for the getting out of details, 
roll-calls, drills, and for the performance of every other duty as com- 
manding officer ; and each company of such regiment shall at once be 
put in such a condition as shall insure greater promptitude in reporting 
details. This order is not tobe construed as relieving any Indian officer 
of any duty he is capable of performing. ; 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. THIRD BRIGADE, First DIVISION, 


% 
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II. Details, when “immediate,” must take no longer time to get ont 
the men than five minutes for footmen and ten minutes for mounted 
men from the moment the order is served on the officer, which may | 


be verbally or in writing by the adjutant, sergeant-major, or on order 
of a commanding officer. 

III. All details must bé made impartially, or in order, from those re- 
ported for duty, and those reported not for duty shall draw only hospital 
rations by a medical officer, in such amount as may be allowed by the 
colonel commanding. It shall be the duty of the senior white officer of 
the company, when a man detailed for duty has not reported promptly, 
to put him on a list, which must be handed in each time a consolidated 
provision return is sent up, and such parties shall draw no coffee or 
sugar for such term of days as in return ; and such persons shall go in 


a mess by themselves, and this punishment shall not relieve them from 


other punishment or the necessity of doing extra duty. 
_ IV. Whenever an Indian officer, lieutenant or captain, refuses to obey 
the order of the senior white officer in getting out details, or doing any 


necessary or legitimate duty, he will be reported to his regimental ¢om- 


mander, and through him to these headquarters. 


V. And it is further ordered that whenever any Indian captain or | 


senior officer shall notify the commander of his regiment that he is com- 
petent for the business and responsibility of his company, and is desir- 
ous of fully assuming it, he shall be authorized to do so, and that he 
shall after such time be so held accountable. 
By order of William A. Phillips, colonel commanding Third Brigade: 
WILLIAM GALLAHER, 
: First Ineutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
No. 19. Camp Curtis, Ark., January 18, 1863. 
I. As it has been found by repeated experience that Indian soldiers 
and officers get liquor when sutlers have it, even when they do not sell 


SPECIAL ORDERS, oe THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, 


it to them, it is hereby ordered that no sutler in the Third Brigade — 


shall be permitted to have or to keep in his possession any intoxicat- 


' ing liquor, and any sutler found with any article of that kind after — 


this date shall be liable to have his whole establishment confiscated. 
Il. It is made the duty of all officers, commissioned or non-commis- 

sioned, immediately ‘to report to these headquarters any knowledge 

which may come into their possession relative to liquor of any kind 


being in or near camp. The efficiency and existence of the Indian com- — 
mand depends on the enforcement of this order, and an especial appeal © 


for it is made to all officers. 
By order of William A. Phillips, colonel commanding Third Brigade: 
WILLIAM GALLAHER, 
First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HDQRS. 38D Bria., lst Div., ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp Ourtis, Ark., January 19, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 
Str: As my orders direct me to ‘subsist, as far as possible, des- 
titute Indians in the Nation,” I desire to state its condition. Some 
time ago Major Foreman, and a battalion of the Third Indian Regi- 


Sa Se ee » 


~ Foreman is still there with his force (see reports). He moved down a 
number of Cherokee families from the Drywood, and Neosho, which | 


- Px ‘ 


ment, was ordered by General Blunt to Neosho. It was on the route. 
of supply from Fort Scott, which was then partially guarded. Major 


had been partially abandoned, is densely peopled. The bulk of the 
Cherokee people are still in the Nation. Since our recent movements, 
and since the rebels were driven toward the Canadian River, many 
rebel families have fled with them and after them, to escape starva- 
tion. 

There is not to-day half enough food to do the people now in the 
Nation. I am running Hildebrand’s Mill, and when I get some flour 
and meal shall send it to Tahlequah, Park Hill, and Fort Gibson, to pre- 


vent the people now in want from starving. ie shall send 400 men with. 


the party the moment I can spare them, and this party, besides escort- 
ing and delivering the breadstuffs, can keep the enemy over the river. 
The opening. season comes early in the Indian Nation. To escape 


drought, planting should begin in March. The Nation is nearly desti- | 


tute of seed; the Government or the charitable should supply it early, 
or all this people will be dependent on us another year. I beg leave to 
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submit my own plan, and it may be of service should I be superseded ~ 


by another. It is to have at least 200 or 300 wagons with supplies 
ready at Fort Scott at the close of February, so that the command, 


- refugees and all, should move forward rapidly in a few days to Fort Gib- 


son. Besides seed for the people, the train should carry commissaries’ 
[stores] and ammunition for the whole command for at least forty days, 
with some surplus rations to issue to the destitute and to the soldiers 
to be brought over from the rebel ranks, the Choctaws and Creeks, 


-under McIntosh. With such supplies and a rapid movement, the coun- 


try could be oceupied in early spring. There are plenty of beef. cattle 
in the valley of the Arkansas. The train could bring supplies, and in 
the mean time enough could be done to thoroughly redeem the Nation. 

I disapprove of covering more country than we can hold, or of invit- 
ing people to show their devotion to the Government until we can pro- 
tect them from the consequences of such manifestation. 

I am ordered to draw my supplies from Fort Scott. The line can be 
maintained, but will require some force to sustain it. Besides the 
Cherokee Nation, the Creek Nation is destitute of seed; seeds of all 
kind will be needed. The families at Neosho and the Creek families 


in Kansas will need transportation to move them into the Nation. Un- 


less the Government makes up its mind to subsist them another year, 
they ought to be sent home early. 
All of which I submit, with profound respect. 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade, Army of the Frontier. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


 Hogres. 3p Brié., lst Div., ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp Curtis, Ark, January 19, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


Sre: I desire to report in reference to certain negotiations with per- 


sons now in the rebel service in the Indian Nation. During my expedi- 
tion at the close of the year, I crossed the Arkansas River and burned 
Fort Davis, and opened negotiations with Colonel McIntosh and the 
rebel Creeks, and also the rebel Choctaws. I did so because I ascer- 
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- tained that Colonel MeIntosh, who is an honorable gentleman, was 


really sick of the rebel service, and had always been a lukewarm sup- 
‘ porter of it. The rebel Choctaws, the only Indians that have done real 


hard fighting for the rebels, are dissatisfied and disgusted, and could be — 
brought over by proper effort. To open the Indian Nation and clear the — 
way to Texas through a country of friends I concluded was a wise and | 


true policy. I submit what has been done, and await orders. 
I burned Fort Davis, to root the rebel army out of “‘ house and home,” 
on the south bank of the Arkansas River, and as an exhibit of power 
to affect the Indians. It was no mere wanton destruction. I treated 
the private property of even rebels scrupulously, so as to pave the way 
for negotiations, and spared the house of Colonel McIntosh, near Fort 
Davis, although sold by him to the rebel Government, through Albert 
Pike. In a note to him I told him I spared the house as private prop- 
erty, not regarding the sale. Of course, you will understand that I acted 
in the premises merely with the necessary delicacy required to facilitate 


negotiations. I had no personal interview with Colonel McIntosh. I - 


had an interview with two of his intimate friends, and would have met 
him at 10 o’clock next day, but at 12 o’clock at night I got General 
Blunt's order to hurry down the Arkansas to guard his flank, and started 


-at 12.30, and marched 50 miles before next night. I dissuaded Colonel ' 


McIntosh from making an immediate demonstration for the Govern- 
ment. I foresaw that the scarcity of all forage and eatables might render 
‘it impossible that [we?] could be close to him before spring, and the ex- 
perience of the Cherokees satisfied me that it was as unwise as cruel 
_ to invite such a demonstration before we could protect it. From what 
I did, and tried to do, I am satisfied that what we do with the Choctaws 
must be by second class men and the people themselves; and yet every- 
thing can be done by proper management.. It requires an exhibit of 
power. Our own soldiers should be well clad and fed, and proper meas* 
ures furnished to clothe and take care of those who may be taken into 
the service. <A little means judiciously applied can accomplish a great 
deal. 
Besides these facts, I have had communication with several parties 
who belong to a secret Union league in Western Texas. This is a sig- 
nificant matter. Captain [F. W.] Miner, now a prominent member of 
Cooper’s. staff, is an influential member of it. More than half of the 
men and officers of Colonel [J. G.] Stevens’ (and [A. M.] Alexander’s) 
Texas regiment belong toit. The same is true of other regiments. 


Into whatever hands the management of these very delicate matters. 


may fall, let me entreat you to preserve with the strictest secrecy what 


I now communicate. It is, and ought to remain, a Government secret. 


I shall be happy to communicate anything further that I know or 

may learn, and remain, with great respect, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 

Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade, Army of the Frontier. 


/ CAMP OPPOSITE FORSYTH, Mo., 


January 19, 1863. 
General SCHOFIBLD, 


Commanding Army of the Frontier : 


JENERAL: We arrived here at 12 o’clock this day. I met, Captain’ 


Julian, Fourteenth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, at Forsyth, with 


dispatches for you; the bearer also has dispatches for you; and I have 


~ 
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directed them to proceed toward Cassville, thinking that they would 
reach you. The river is 2 feet past fording.. The ferry-boat is still 
here, and I will have it put in order and cross the division as soon as 
possible. Shall await your orders at Forsyth. Will. suffer for bread- 
stufis in a few days unless we get some; also beef. Forage is scarce, 
yet we will be able to subsist the animals for a few days. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES O. GOWER, 

Colonel, Commanding Third Division. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Warrensburg, January 19, 1863. 
Brigadier-General LOAN, 
Commanding District of Central Missouri : 


GENERAL: Quantrill’s band has again returned, said to number in 
all from 200 to 500 men. One squad of 50, in passing north near Ger- 
mantown, captured 1 lieutenant and 4 men of the Enrolled Missouri — 
Militia from that post. We captured one of the men. He stated that 
he belonged to Quantrill’s original band, and that they had come up to 
winter. I sent out this morning 125 men in search of a band said to 
have camped at head of Davis’ Creek yesterday. ; 

Major Penney has shipped me 13,000 instead of 35,000 rounds of am- 
munition. Can I get theremainder? Please let me know what conclu- 
sion you have come to in reference to moving the two companies at 
Calhoun. 4 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HE. C. CATHERWOOD, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


oes 


JANUARY 19, 1863. 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring, That 
the thanks of the State of Kansas are justly and eminently due, and 
are hereby tendered, to our brave soldiers and their gallant officers for 
the unfading laurels won on so many bloody fields of battle, in Kansas, 
Missouri, the Indian Nation, Arkansas, Tennessée, and Mississippi, 
where they have so nobly sustained the glory of the Stars and Stripes. 
We thank them for the deeds of valor shown at Wilson’s Creek, at Dry- 
wood, at Corinth, at Holly Springs, at Cane Hill, Newtonia, Prairie 

Grove, and Van Buren, and for the almost innumerable and brilliant 
skirmishes fought and won in Missouri, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Ten- 
nessee. We thank them for the undaunted courage they have every- 
where displayed, for the noble heroism they have shown in leaving the 
comforts of home to do battle for the maintenance of the Government 
and the preservation of our liberties. ay 

Resolved, That while we cannot be too grateful to the living for their 
gallantry, we tender our heartfelt sympathies to the surviving friends 
of our dead heroes, whose memories shall be cherished by a grateful 
people, and whose names shall be as household words at every hearth- 
stone in our State. . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and he is hereby, requested 
to forward a copy of these resolutions to our major-generals, brigadier- 
generals, and to the colonel of every Kansas regiment, with the request _ 
that they be read at the head of his regiment, in order that thereby our ° 
soldiers may be incited to still higher patriotism and nobler deeds. 
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War DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, January 20, 1863. 

_ Major-General Curis, Seint Lowis, Mo.: vie 

The order suspending for the present any further action upon assess- 
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ments for damages was not designed to be limited to Saint Louis, but a 
was meant to include all such assessments in the State of Missouri. 


You will, therefore, suspend them until further instructions. 
) EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


—_— 


CrrcuLaRr.] Hpers. District oF NoRTHEASTERN MIssouRI, 
Warrenton, Mo., January 20, 1863. 


GENTLEMEN: You will not, for the present, continue the collection 
of any assessments you have made. It is hoped that the proper knowl- 
edge of this matter on the part of the President will soon permit the 
resumption of your work, which for the present, on account of strong 
opposition made to it by your Representatives in Congress and the 
- President, must be suspended. It would be well to let your Represent- 
atives have a knowledge of your feelings on the subject, as they are 
‘now working against it with such force as makes it advisable to bend 
to the pressure for a little while, for fear of a Presidential order revok- 
ing the whole thing. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS MERRILL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District of Northeastern Missouri. 


~ (Copies sent to Scotland, Schuyler, Adair, Marion, Randolph, Aud- 

‘rain, Shelby, Boone, Howard, Saint Charles, Monroe, Callaway, Lincoln, 
Montgomery, Macon, Lewis, Knox, Clarke, Sullivan, Ralls, and’ Pike 
Counties.) 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HpQrs. CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, 
No. 3. § Jefferson City, Mo., January 20, 1863. 


The armies of the enemy have been driven beyond the borders of 
this State. For more than a year past he has been unable to maintain 
any regular force within them. Yet, in violation of all known rules of 
warfare, civilized or savage, the rebels are in the habit of sending their 
 emissaries within the State for the purpose of recruiting and for other 
hostile purposes. Now, in view of the recent assassinations, robberies, 
and murders committed in this military district by armed bands, who 
in so doing assume to be acting under authority derived from rebel 
sources, and who are instigated thereto by the emissaries sent here 
by our enemies to incite their adherents to the commission of the most 
diabolical crimes, attended in some instances with acts of such savage 
cruelty and fiendish atrocity that the history of the world can furnish 
no parallel for them (the bodies of their victims are horribly mutilated ; 
the bleeding, quivering flesh is torn from the cheeks, as the face is 
stamped with the boot-heels of the murderer; their ears are cut: off; 
powder is poured into their ears and exploded, and untold horrors fail 
to satiate the malice of those who cause the fiends.in hell to shudder by 
the enormity of their crimes), it becomes an imperative duty to provide 
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and ample protection to loyal citizens against their recarrence.. To 
» these ends it is ordered : 
: ist. That any person found within this military district ‘attempting to 


recruit or organize any force to act against the Federal Government, or | 


the government of this State, or against the peaceable inhabitants of 
either, or who holds any commission or other paper, purporting to,be 
a@ commission or other authority from those in rebellion or otherwise op- 


posing Federal authority, to recruit, organize, or otherwise collect or. 
assemble any force to act in opposition to the Federal authority, shall _ 


be promptly executed by the first commissioned officer to whom he may 
be delivered or under whose control he may be placed. 

2d. 'That-all persons who shall knowingly harbor, conceal, aid, or abet, 
by furnishing food, clothing, information, protection, or any assistance 


whatever to any such emissary, Confederate officer or soldier, partisan | 
ranger, bushwhacker, robber, or thief, shall be promptly executed by the_ 


first commissioned officer into whose hands he or they may be delivered 
or under whose control he or they may be placed.. The houses at which 
such persons receive food, protection, or assistance in any way shall be 
» destroyed, and the personal property found at such places or on the farms 
belonging thereto shall be seized and applied to the indemnification of 


Union citizens for the losses sustained by them in consequence of the 


wrongful acts of these bands. 


3d, That any officer in this military district who shall fail to execute — 


promptly the foregoing provisions of this order will be tried by a court- 
martial for disobedience of orders. 
By order of Brigadier-General Loan: 
J. RAINSFORD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Troops at Helena, Ark., Col. Cyrus Bussey commanding, January 20, 


1865. 
2d Arkansas Cavalry (threecompanies),; 4th Iowa Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Simeon D, 
Capt. Archibald B. Freeburn. Swan. 
10th Illinois Cavalry (four companies), | 33d Iowa, Col. Samuel A. Rice. 
Maj. Elvis P. Shaw. 36th Iowa, Col. Charles W. Kittredge. 
_ 47th Indiana (one company), Capt. Will- | Ist Missouri Cavalry (three companies), 
iam Henley. Col. John F.. Ritter. 
3d Iowa Battery, Lieut. A. Beach. 10th Missouri Cavalry (three companies). 
3d Iowa Cavalry (six companies), Maj. . 
Oliver H. P. Scott. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 21, 1863. 
Major-General CurtTIS, Saint Louis: 

By direction of the President, Major-General Grant will assume the 
command of all troops in-Arkansas which may be within reach of his 
orders. The portion of Arkansas occupied by such troops will be tem- 
porarily attached to the Department of the Tennessee. 

H. W. HALLECK 
General-in- Chief 


(Same to Major-General Grant.) 
O'R, B—VOL, XXU, (PT It 
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at once adequate means to suppress these: outrages, and furnish fall . 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, ae 
Saint Louis, January 21,1863. 
‘Major-General McCCLERNAND, ee 
Commanding Army of the Mississippi: 
- GENERAL: Arkadelphia, at the head of navigation on the Washita — 
River, 70 or 80 miles southwest from Little Rock, and 65 miles north of _ 
Monroe, Ark., is the great store-house and arsenal of the rebels in the 
west. They have there manufactories for guns, ammunition, and cloth- 
ing, besides large supplies of various sorts. It generally has but a small 
garrison. That point, it is said, can be reached by a good road from 
Gaines’ Landing, on the Mississippi, in 87 miles, a point 21 miles below 
Napoleon. If a dash could be made on Arkadelphia, it would terribly 
_ disconcert and cripple the rebels of the Trans-Mississippi. If you should 
have time, I recommend the matter to your favorable consideration. A 
strong force, to prevent flank movements, should go out 40 or 50 miles, _ 
and a ferce of cavalry and light artillery should do the rest in about ~ 
eight days. I fear the swamps in the eastern part of the route may 
embarrass this undertaking. As I have ordered General Gorman, so I 
recommend to you: We must defer everything to the opening of the , 
Mississippi. 
Iam, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Hpqgrs. First Division, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp on White River, January 21, 1863. 
Col. WiLLIAM R. JUDSON, 
Commanding First Brigade: 

COLONEL: Weare crossing White River very slowly, but it is falling 
very fast. As you have plenty of forage at War Eagle, I think you 
had better stay there to-morrow, though cross over on this side. Start 
very early next day, as I think we will get completely over to-morrow. - 
Please have the commissary train on the other side of War Eagle, as I 
want to get out of it some rations for Colonel Huston, who is in your 
rear. When the rations are taken out, then bring it across to your 
camp. I send a letter to Colonel Huston, which please forward to him 
to-night, if possible. He is back at our old camp. I have asked him 
to send his own wagons up to War Eagle to get the supplies he wants. 
Mr, Bissell, who represents the commissary, leaves in the morning for 
your camp to superintend the issue. 

Yours, truly, 
; WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CuRTIS, 
Saint Louis, Mo. : , 

GENERAL: The order relating to provost-marshals was transmitted 
by me precisely as I received it from the Secretary of War. I shall lay 
before him your protests of the 14th and 15th,* with inclosed papers, and 


= 
* Probably reference is to communications of 15th and 17th. 
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await his orders. 1 understand, unofiicially, that the order resulted — 


. 


from the representations of the Congressional delegation and others of 


_ the abuses of the provost-marshal system in parts of the State where 


there was no military force nor any necessity for one. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
H. W. HALLECK, . >. 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
‘ Camp in the Field, near Alton, January 22, 1863. 
Major-General CuRT:S, 
Commanding Department : : 
GENERAL: I send up an aide for dispatches. Warren has just re- - 


_ ported to me by letter. Marmaduke went down Bryant’s Fork on the 


14th. Part of my cavalry are in his rear. Some prisoners have been 


_ brought, who report Hindman at Oil Trough Bottom, near Batesville. 


. 


My last train of supplies ought to be here in four or five days. The 
_roads are most horrible. Warren has been ordered to come here, leay- 


’ ing escort sufficient for his train. We now wait your orders, when and 


_-where to move. 


Most truly and respectfully, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FIsk’s BRIGADE, U. 8S. VOLUNTEERS, - 
Helena, January 22, 1863. 
Major-General CuRTIS, Saint Louis: . 
My Dear GENERAL: I am just returned from the White River, and - 


- am organizing my command for Vicksburg. I go to-night. We shall 


Colonel [Jouy F.] Puriis, 


take Vicksburg sure, even though all the Confederacy should be there 
to oppose it. Our expedition to Devall’s Bluff has not been productive 
of great results; some expeditions are not. [ have done all I could in 

my weak way to crowd a force up the Arkansas while the Vicksburg 
expedition was being organized; in this I am opposed all around. IL 
called upon Admiral Porter yesterday to press the proposition upon 
him, now while the river is full to its banks; no go. Perhaps it is best 
it should not be done. 


I remain, yours, to command, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 


Brigadier-General. 


HpQRrs. 8TH AND $TH DISTS., DEPT. OF THE MISsouURI, 
Camp Curtis, Ark., January 22, 1863. 


Oommanding Federal Forces, Newtonia, Mo. : 
Srp: I desire to forward the accompanying dispatches and mail mat- 


_ ters to Springfield. 


By order of General Curtis, I take command of the Highth and Ninth 
Districts, Department of the Missouri, and my line of transportation to 


Fort Scott. As Ihave to communicate directly with General Curtis, and 


as part of my command is at Neosho, I design forwarding my dispatches, 
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‘&e., by Newtonian; Mount vernon: and Springfield, sniatond of fending 
by Elkhorn, I shall write to General Brown, and anticipate opening 
communications in order to secure the regular passage of mail matter 
and dispatches via Neosho, Newtonia, and Springfield. 


Have you heard anything of the rebel forces under Martiaduices I 


have had scoutin g parties looking for him, with little effect, and have 
not yet been advised by General Schofield that he has gone down White 
River. 

Please communicate through Major Foreman, at Neosho, any informa- 
tion concerning his or other forces in the State. In case of necessity, I 
am in supporting distance of you. } , 

pespecktuny, 
WM. A, PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Comm onde Third Brigade, Army of the Frontier. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
No. 22. } Memphis, Tenn., January 22, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 
. XV. In pursuance of orders from Headquarters of the Army, the 
major-general commanding assumes command of all troops in Arkansas 
_ which are or may bein reach of his orders, and that portion of Arkan- 
sas occupied by such troops is temporarily attached to the Department 
of the Tennessee. 
2d. The forces under command of Brigadier-General Gorman are as- 


signed to the Thirteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. J. A. McClernand — 


commanding, and will report accordingly. 
* * * * * * * 


By order of Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant: 
[JOHN A. RAWLINS,] 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 23, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, Memphis, Tenn. : 


The prisoners are arriving here, and what to do with them is a diffi- 
cult question. I have them now on Arsenal Island, without shelter. I 
am obliged to put them where a small guard will do, for I have sent 
everything down to help you in the down-river matters. I telegraphed 
General Gorman, through you, at Memphis, on the 11th instant, to— 

Continue to regard the Vicksburg movement of primary importance, Let all other 


moves delay, if deemed necessary. Lend boats and men for that object, but do not 
weaken Helena so as to endanger the position. 


Now I receive orders extending your command over— 


All troops in Arkansas which may be within reach of his orders. That portion of — 
Arkansas occupied by such troops will be temporarily attached to the Department © 


of the Tennessee. 


You will please inform me, at your earliest convenience, what troops 
and what territory you will assume, as I must arrange my supervision 
of affairs [according| to your orders. I suppose you will include Helena 
in the enlargement.of your command. If Holmes and Hindman mass all 


their forces this side of the Arkansas River, they may give me trouble, 
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but I hope you will close out Vicksburg before they can do much, and | 


return to my command all the force necessary to clean out Arkansas. 


With my best wishes for your success, I remain, zenere) very truly, 


yours 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. : 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISsouURI,] 
January 23, 1863. 
General DAvipson, Alton, Mo.: 


If Hindman has got in your front, you rine hold on until you get 


more force. Warren seems almost immovable; have given him re- 
peated orders to move forward. Arrest him for delay, if he does not 
obey your orders in this regard promptly. A*telegraph repairer was 


captured on your line yesterday. I hope you will fall back, if troubled. 


about supplies. I think our river expedition, after taking the Old Post, 
may go after Vicksburg, preventing you from help that way. In such 
an event, you must delay any great movement for a return of the Ar- 
kansas force to the Arkansas rivers. I expect further news from the 


rivers soon. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. First DIvIsIon, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp on White River, January 23, 1863—9 a. m. 


Lieut. Col. C. W. MArsu, Chief of Staff: 
I have constructed here a wagon-boat and flat-boat. Have crossed 


_ already a battery, regiment of infantry, some éavalry, and some 100, 


' wagons. Will, I think, have all my command over by to-morrow morn- 
ing. I send a party to ascertain your whereabouts, in order that I may 
receive directions as to marching. J understand that in the neighbor- 
hood of Elkhorn forage is very scarce. I would also like to “know 
what to do with the flat-boat we have built. If Colonel Huston wishes 
to use it, I, of course, could leave it as it is; if not, I would like to take 

with me the chain cable we are using. He is in our rear, and if he in- 
tends to use it, should send a party forward to take possession. If we 
go down White River, the boat could be floated down and made service- 

_ able in crossing after forage. 

Yours, respectfully, 
WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


HELENA, ARK., January 23, 1863. 


Hon. HK. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: I have the honor to report that [have returned to Helena, bring- 


ing with me the books and papers belonging to the office of the military 
governor of this State. The army under General Gorman met with no 
resistance in going to Devall’s Bluff and Des Arc, on the White River, 
but the heavy rains had rendered the roads impracticable for the march 
of an army from the White River to Little Rock. General Gorman was 


pick i 


prevented (as he informs me) by orders from the commandant of the 


- Department of the Missouri from advancing on Little Rock, by the way: 


of Arkansas River. 
I am, sir, with respect, your obedient servant, 
- AMOS F. ENO, 
Secretary pro tem. and Adjutant-General of Arkansas. 


\ 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. STATE OF Mo., ADIT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 4. } Saint Louis, January 23, 1863. 
_ The following changes in the military districts of Missouri are hereby 
‘ announced, for the information of all concerned : 
1st. The Highth and Ninth Districts, composed of the counties of Put- 
nam, Schuyler, Scotlaifd, Clarke, Sullivan, Adair, Knox, Lewis, Linn, 
Macon, Shelby, Marion, Randolph, Howard, Monroe, Ralls, Audrain, 


Pike, Boone, Callaway, Montgomery, Lincoln, Warren, and Saint 


Charles, are hereby united, and, with the county of Chariton, heretofore 
belonging to the Sixth District, will hereafter form the Eighth Military 
District of Missouri, to be commanded by Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Bar- 
tholow; headquarters at Glasgow. 

2d. The Seventh Military District will hereafter be composed of the 
counties heretofore forming the district, namely: Atchison, Nodaway, 
- Worth, Harrison, Mercer, Grundy, Livingston, Daviess, Gentry, De 
- Kalb, Andrew, Holt, and Buchanan, and of the following counties of 
the Sixth District: Carroll, Caldwell, Ray, Clinton, Clay, and Platte, 
and will be commanded by Brig. Gen. O. Guitar; headquarters at Saint 
Joseph. 

3d. The counties of Jackson, La Fayette, and Saline, heretofore belong- 


Be 
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ing to the Sixth, are attached to the Fifth Military District; said dis- 


trict to be commanded by Brig. Gen. Richard C. Vaughan; headquarters 
at Sedalia. 


Commanding officers of regiments and battalions within the above ° 


districts will immediately report to their respective district commanders. 
By order of the commander-in-chief: 
WM. D. WOOD, 
Acting Adjutant-General. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., January 24, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 
General Gorman telegraphs from Devall’s Bluff, 18th instant, that, 
aided by three gunboats, he ascended White River to Devall’s Bluff and 
Des Arc, taking about 150 prisoners, 2 columbiads, and about 200 small- 


arms. This, with the taking of Arkansas Post, is successfully carrying : 


out plan arranged and concluded by us December 18. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MIssouURI], January 24, 1863. 
General SCHOFIELD, Camp on White River: : 
General Gorman, with gunboats, ascended White River to Des Are, 


reporting to me on the 18th, from Devall’s Bluff, where he took siege- — 


f ! 
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guns and other arms. He may send troops farther, but the Vidksburg 
_ move may require all the river force. 


If the rivers 3 obstruct eastern mov ement, come round them, 
"SAML. R, CURTIS, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Houston, Mo., January 24, 1863. 
Col. N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Chief of Staff, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

COLONEL: The order of the general commanding which refers to 
paroling officers, dated January 6, did not reach me until the evening 
of January 20. All of my action with the prisoners at Hartville was 
taken, therefore, before the reception of the order. Twenty-seven pris- 
oners were sent from Lebanon to Rolla, and 69, including 2 captains 
and 2 lieutenants, to Hartville. General Davidson sent Major Lippert, 
of his staff, to communicate with me yesterday. I wait his further 
orders. The roads are said to be absolutely impassable for transporta- 
tion. On receipt of your order to move on Monday last, I sent a courier 
to Rolla to hurry forward my transportation, but yesterday it had not 
moved. I amanxious and impatient to move, but [ am helpless at this 
time. Icould send forward part of the command, but as you have 
ordered me to keep it together, I shall not separate it. 

I am informed that Colonel Glover is anxious to have the six compa- 
nies of his regiment now with me ordered back to Rolla. You may not 
be aware that a portion of these soldiers are from I]linois. . There is not 
a good feeling between that part of the command and the Missouri con- 


tingent. Those with me are averse to going back, and I should be very 


sorry to lose them. I have drilled and disciplined them into good 
soldiers. 
Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 
FITZ HENRY WARREN, 
Brigadier-General. . 


, [DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI] 
January 24, 1863. 
General WARREN, Houston: 
If you have not moved forward as ordered on the 19th, you will turn 
over the command to next in rank, fall back to Rolla yourself, and ex- 


plain your neglect of orders. If the force has not moved, the Second 
Missouri Artillery will remain. i 
. SAML. R. CURTIS, 


Major-General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MissovRI,] 
January 24, 1863. 


Col. W. M. Strong, Rolla: 


Move your regiment forward toward Houston. If, when you get to 
Salem or Houston, yoti find you are not likely to overtake the Warren 
forces, halt and await further orders. I telegraph to relieve General 
Warren. T cannot perceive why he should so long delay his march. 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major- General, 
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HnapQuarrErs Dreads”: oF EASTERN ARICANSAS, 

ay oe) January 24, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SamuEn R. CURTIS, 

Commanding Department of the Missourt, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


GENERAL: I am again permanently in position at this post. Gen- 
eral Fisk is now all ready with a division of six regiments of infantry, | 


_ three companies of cavalry, and First Missouri Battery, leaving me in 
command of less than 5,000 effective men. 
I trust you will allow me to have Generals Hovey and Washburn, 
and so arrange it as not to send to this post any brigadier that ranks 
either of them. They are eminently unexceptionable officers, and we 


harmonize well. One, you know, commands the cavalry; the other the | 


infantry. Hovey has a very slim division of infantry, and Washburn 

avery slim division of cavalry. This organization, you will perceive, 

is made as a compliment to their rank, and to dignify their commands. 

General Fisk would like to have staid with me, but General McCler- 

_nand’s orders, predicated upon General Grant’s, asked for General Fisk’s 

forces, and I gave them as requested. I send this, fearing the public 
dispatches may not reach you. 

I am, general, very truly, your friend, 
W. A. GORMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., January 24, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIS A. GORMAN, 
Commanding District of Hastern Arkansas : 


GENERAL: Your dispatch from Devall’s Bluff is duly received. I 
congratulate you and your command on your success. 

I apprehended trouble at different points on White River, but you 
must have overcome all of them. If we can retain one or two gun- 
boats on White River, and your force can be united with other forces 
on this side, we can soon clean out Northern Arkansas. But the Vicks- 
burg matter is of primary importance, and before this reaches you I 
may not have you within a hundred miles of my command. The tak- 
ing of the forts on both the Arkansas and White Rivers is a complete 
success, so far, in my general plan of the Arkansas campaign. The 
only trouble is the necessity of withdrawing-forces for Vicksburg that 
‘I would like to move still farther, so as to join my frontier and south- 
eastern armies, neither of which can proceed until they are certain of 
receiving supplies by those rivers. 
Iam, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 
: SAML. R. OURTIS, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., January 24, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. MCCLERNAND, 
Commanding Army of the Mississippi : 


GENERAL: I am in receipt of yours of the 14th instant. The move 
~ on. the Old Post was not only successful and exceedingly creditable to 
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— you and the forces that participated, but in conformity with plans other 


forces were engaged in carrying out. . 
1 suppose the primary matter of taking Vicksburg will defer further | 


movements in Arkansas, but I hope you may be. successful in the fur- 


ther progress of your arms. The Vicksburg matter must now be ap- 


proached with caution. After a full knowledge of difficulties, and the . 


best way to surmount them, it may be necessary to delay until you can 
combine your efforts with General Banks’. It is a matter of vast in-. 
terest and great anxiety throughout the whole country. 
I am, general, very truly, your friend and obedient servant, 
SAML, R. CURTIS, 
Major- General. 


Camp, Cross Timbers, Mo., January 24, 1863. 


Major-General CuRTIS: 
We have crossed White River at last—the First Division on flat-boats 


and the Second on a bridge. Will be at Keytesville and Cassville to- 


morrow. I will wait there for further information or orders from you, 
and form preparation for a forward movement. I believe Hindman has, 
crossed the river at Little Rock. If our troops have that place, and in- 
tend to hold it, I can start from Keytesville in a few days with supplies. 
enough to carry me to Little Rock. If there is doubt about our troops 
being or remaining there, perhaps I had better go to Batesville, from 
which point I can operate with the river forces, and still draw my sup- 
plies from Rolla, if necessary. The Third Division is at Forsyth, and 
Colonel Cloud’s brigade, of the First Division, was in pursuit of Mar- 
maduke, east of Springfield, several days ago. I have not heard from 
him since. I can get my command together sooner on the Batesville 
line than on this, and reach Little Rock about as soon. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


FAYETTEVILLE, January 25, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. T. A. SWITZLER: 
Governor Phelps says General Curtis thinks no militia should be en- 
rolled. No arms can now be had. Thinks I had better call all I can_ 


into the United States service for three years. 


There is already avery large list of names, and will be a great Union 


“meeting here on Tuesday. I will do all I can to promote enlistments. 


Col. C. W. MARSH, 


Ask the general to Jet me use the six hundred stand of arms for some 
companies here, not allowing them to be taken away; and don’t stop 
urging the militia organization with General Schofieid and at Saint 
Louis. We can, and must, hold this country. 

M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Hpqgrs. THIRD DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Forsyth, Mo., January 25, 1863. 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 
CoLoNEL: I have the honor to report that we are succeeding very 


well in crossing the river, and will have everything over by to-morrow 
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night. Both of the batteries are now safely over. On yesterday morn- — 

ing I sent a scout of 100 men, under Major Anderson, to Carrollton, ~ 

which will return to-morrow evening. I. started Grayson’s train (60. — 

wagons) to Springfield yesterday, also a train of 80 wagons, which 
reached us here on the evening of the 23d instant. You are probably 
aware that General Herron took with him his entire staff, except Cap- 

tain Littleton, commissary of subsistence, and Lieutenant Pettit, acting 

assistant quartermaster. Captain Littleton asked to berelieved onthe 
- 21st, saying that he had orders to report to General Herron in Spring-  _ 

field.- I accordingly detailed Capt. H. Jordan, Nineteenth Iowa In- 

fantry, to relieve him, and he has also gone, making a transfer of his 

subsistence stores to Captain Jordan. Lieutenant Pettit desires also 

to be relieved and join his regiment, the Thirty-eighth Iowa Infantry. 

I have, of course, given no leave of absence, and very much doubt the 

propriety of their leaving. I shall, however, be able to detail compe- 

tent officers to take charge of these departments for the present. We 

are suffering much for the want of horseshoes and nails. The quarter- 

master assures me that his requisition is in for a sufficient supply, but 

is unable to get them. I report it to you because I think the service is 

suffering and the Government losing vastly by not furnishing a supply 

of these articles. IL have called upon Lieutenant-Colonel Baldwin, 

provost-marshal of the division, to furnish a written statement of what 

disposition was made of the 9 prisoners of war (referred. to in Col. Dan. 

Huston’s letter) supposed to have been murdered at Huntsville, Ark., 

on the 10th instant, and will report as soon as the matter can be investi- 

‘gated. I have no doubt but that some officer of this division ordered | 

these men shot, and regard it myself as a great outrage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES O. GOWER, 
Col. First Iowa Oav., Comdg. Third Div., Army of the Frontier. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] 
January 25, 1863. ° 
General SCHOFIELD, In the Field : 

Halt the two divisions at Crane Creek. Come no farther north than 
necessary to get round bad streams. Direct Third Division to remain 
forward, reporting its location. Reports say General Gorman has re- 
turned to Helena. Iexpect further news soon. Will confer with Colonel 

- Allen as to quartermaster matters. 
= : SAML. Rk. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


PRAIRIE LANDING, ARK., 
Twenty-five miles from mouth of White River, January 26, 1863. 


Hon. HE. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: I have the honor to report that on the night of the 11th instant 
I left Helena, Ark., with the army, under command of General Gorman, 
and took with me the books and papers of the office of the military 
governor of this State. ; 

If General Gorman is successful in his present undertaking, of which — 
there seems to be no reasonable doubt, Devall’s Bluff, on the White 
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_ River, the terminus of the railroad to Little Rock, will be in possession © 


_ of our army in at furthest a few days. 


‘The railroad to Little Rock, if obstructed, can easily be put in run- — 


ning order, and then the Government will have at all times of the year 


- a sure and safe means of transportation of supplies to Little Rock during | 


_ nine months of the year by the White River and railroad from Devall’s 
Bluff, and during three months (when the White River is not navigable) 
by land-carriage from Helena to Devall’s Bluff, and by railroad from 
there. Besides this, for more than six months of the year the Arkansas 

_ River is navigable above Little Rock. 


This railroad from Devall’s Bluff to Little Rock is through a prairie’ 


country. Itis built in almost a straight line, with but few bridges, and 
those over inconsiderable streams. It can easily be kept in running 
order. 

The Post of Arkansas having been captured, and the entire rebel 


- force captured, there is now no considerable rebel force north of the: 


Arkansas River. With a little effort on the part of the Government, 
the line of our army can be extended to the Arkansas River, and that 
line can be easily maintained. Should the railroad not be taken pos- 
Session of, and kept up as a military road to Little Rock, it is feared 


that the Confederates will return to the north side of the Arkansas — 
- River, and make raids into the State of Missouri. The military gov- 


ernor is at present sick at Saint Louis, Mo. 
I am, sir, with respect, your obedient servant, 
ca AMOS F. ENO, ‘ 
Secretary pro tem. of Arkansas, and Adjutant-General. 


[Indorsements.] 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
January 26, 1863. . 
Respectfully referred to Major-General Curtis. 
_- By order of the Secretary of War: 
P. H. WATSON, 


Assistant Secretary of War. 


Saint Lovis, February 2, 1863. 
In reply to the indorsement of the honorable Secretary, I have to say, 
the railroad referred to will be used, of course, when we get it, and have 
gunboat arrangements to hold the rivers and country. 


I most respectfully wish to decline any. recognition of any such officer | 


in my command “as Amos F’. Eno, secretary pro tem. of Arkansas, and 
_adjutant-general,” unless so directed by law or by orders from head- 


quarters. 
. SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


———— 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, | 
Camp in the Field, near Alton, January 26, 1863. 
General [CURTIS]: 
If the roads permit, I would like to make a push at Batesville. Ican 
send a train back from here to Rolla, for supplies, go down to Batesville 


and see what is there, and, if not supported by a column on my right or 
left and I get no supplies from White River, I think I can fight my way 
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out of the difficulty. It is of no use to have Pilot Knob as a base for 


this army any longer. The roads are absolutely impassable. The train 
which left my camp at Van Buren, on the 2d of January, has not, the 
~ greater part of it, gotten up to Thomasville yet. I have ordered pack- 
saddles to Rolla. I shall send back, say 100 of the worst wagons to be 
- repaired, and pack the mules of them with coffee, sugar, salt, bacon, and 
some bread. The country is poor, but I will get what beef and pork 


and meal can be got out of it. Ihave sent for portable corn mills and — 


shellers and sieves and bags. The capacity of these mills is such (so I 
am informed) that two of them will grind for every 8,000 mouths. | 

General Warren writes me he could not move before the 28th. I have 
given him that much grace. 

1 am sending an expedition to Pocahontas from here, under Colonel 
Waring, with orders to sweep the lower settlements of Eleven Point 
River, and if any troops are in Pocahontas to shell the town, and make 
it unsatisfactory as a nest of traitors again. 

Major Pomeroy returned from his scout on Marmaduke’s rear, bring- 
ing in some prisoners, and destroyed a mill and a tannery on Bennett’s 
River, Arkansas. The prisoners all say Marmaduke has gone to Oil 

Trough Bottom, where Hindman is said to be also. The roads here 
have no bottom, and it is raining now heavily. I would rather fight 
quadruple my number (for [ have good regiments) every day than this 
mud one day’s march. 
lam, general, most truly and respectfully, your obedient servant, 
- J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Springfield, January 27, 1863. 

- Col. J. O. GOWER, 

Commanding Third Division, Forsyth, Mo.: 


CoLONEL: You wili please move your division toward Vera Cruz, by 


ear 


‘ 
rire 
<i 


the Ozark and Vera Cruz road, without delay. 1 am informed that the » 


usual route is north on the Ozark road, nearly to the latter place, and 
thence northeast until you strike the road leading east from Ozark. 
You may find a practicable road running northeast from Forsyth either 
east or west of Swan Creek and intersecting the Ozark and Vera Cruz 
road. Ifso, you will save a day’s march by taking such road. Take 
whichever you learn to be most practicable. Inform me every day of 


your location and movements and whatever else may be of importance. | 


- Your movements should be as rapid as consistent with keeping your 
‘animals in serviceable condition. 
Colonel Huston’s division will follow you from Ozark, one or two days’ 
march in your rear. Keep him informed of everything you may learn 
which will facilitate his movements, such as the places where forage 
ean be obtained, &e. se 
_ A train will be sent. you on the 29th containing breadstuffs, cloth- 
ing, &c. It will be directed to meet you at the point where you strike 
the Ozark and v era Cruz road. The chief quartermaster and commis- 
sary will give directions as to the disposition of this and other trains. 
Send forward a messenger to direct the train where to meet you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier-General. 
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OFFICE PRovost- MARSHAL Sarnr Lovis DistRicr, 
napa 27, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. BE. A. CARR, 


Commanding Saint Louis District : A 


GENERAL: I beg leave to call your attention to the fact that the 
crime of desertion in the armies of the West is assuming fearful propor- 


tions. The number of communications received by me daily show that, 


while it has been serious for months past, itis a growing evil. ‘Com: 
munications are frequently received from’ the army of General Grant 


and that of General Rosecrans, as well.as from officers in this depart- 
ment. It is impossible for any considerable desertions to take place 


_ from these armies if there is a proper surveillance observed at the sev- 


eral military posts through which soldiers must pass to reach the loyal. 


States, and I beg leave respectfully to suggest that sure means of pre- 
vention should be adopted at military posts such as Paducah, Cairo, &c., 
before they reach the public lines of travel. Before this they must 


travel upon Government transports almost entirely, with persons every © 


one of whom should be able to show his right to travel upon them. 


After they reach Cairo they become intermingled with the trav eu e: 


public, and it is impossible to detect them. 

I have reports of large numbers of deserters from the army while at 
Helena. It cannot be presumed that any considerable number went 
over tothe enemy, or that in their desire to reach the loyal States they 
traveled through the country held by the enemy. They must have 
passed up the Mississippi upon Government boats. The same may be 
said of deserters from Nashville, Corinth, Holly Springs, and other 
military posts in the enemy’s country. They must travel on Govern- 
ment boats, or on railroads used. by the Government. If a proper sur- 
veillance was exercised upon them, I feel confident that much good 
would result. 

Another cause I believe to be the neglect to punish when returned 
to their regiments. I have ascertained, upon inquiry, that it is a com- 


mon practice to return deserters to the ranks when recovered with 


‘straint upon those who may wish to leave. The number of deserters © 


scarcely an admonition. Such a practice prevailing, there is no re- 


who have been returned to their regiments from Saint Louis are num- 
bered by hundreds, and the number of stragglers, semi-deserters, Wc., 


by thousands, and I cannot but think that, after all, itis but asmall . 


proportion of those who desert who come to Saint Louis. 


I submit these suggestions in the belief that, if they can be followed - 


out, it will result-in much good to the service. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. LEIGHTON, 
Major and Provost-Marshal- General. 


[Indorsements. ] 
, 


PEAR ARTES SAINT Louis District, 
January y 28, 1863. 


This paper is respectfully forwarded to higher duthority; as I have 
no control over the boats or the towns on the rivers. 
1 think that the neglect to punish crimes is one cause of many of the 


disorders in the army. 


BE. A. CARR, — 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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uN | Ray hee “Saint Louis, January 29, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded to headquarters. I have great fears that we 


‘will be troubled more after the large payments now being made to— 


troops, and it would, indeed, be well if any new vigilance versus deser- 


tions could be invented. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


- HEADQUARTERS POST, 
Fayetteville, Ark., January 27, 1863. 
Hon. JoHN S. PHELPS, ; ; 

Military Governor of Arkansas, Planters’ House, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


An enthusiastic Union meeting was held here to-day; 1,000 Arkansas 


Union men present, exclusive of Arkansas troops stationed at this post. 
Patriotic speeches were made by Dr. Johnson, of Huntsville; Lieut. Col. 
A. W. Bishop, First Arkansas Cavalry, and Captain Searle, of the Tenth 
lIllincis Cavalry. The people are signing a petition, asking Congress to 
order an election for member of Congress in Western Arkansas.  Fif- 
teen Home Guard companies ask to be organized as militia for home 
defense. Dr. Johnson can raise his infantry regiment from these organ- 
izations. All who have arms have turned them over to the ordnance 
officer at this post, for use in case they are needed. I have six hundred 
stand of Government arms here. I most earnestly ask you to petition 
General Curtis to allow Dr. Johnson to take command of these men and 
use them as auxiliaries until his command is full, and to let me issue to 
Dr. Johnson some arms and ammunition. These men will require no 
pay, and only a little sugar, salt, and coffee, and will be a bulwark here 
in raising volunteer regiments. : 

A Union meeting will be held at Huntsville on Saturday. 

Dr. Johnson concurs with me, and desires you to give this request 
your consideration. 

M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, 
Jefferson City, Mo., January 27, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. SamurL R. Curtis: . 


_. GENERAL: The letter addressed to Hon. Thomas Price, of date 4th 
. instant, and indorsed by the President to you, under date of the 16th 

ee and by you referred to me for a statement of facts, is just re- 
‘ceived. 


Tn assuming command of this district, in September last, I found — 
many disloyalists, with passes from the provost-marshal, and sometimes _ 
from other military officials in Saint Louis, engaged in trade, generally — 


purchasing stock for the Government, as they said. These men were 
found in all parts of the district. Ihave reason to believe that they 
visited the camps of Quantrill and of other guerrilla chieftains to pur- 
chase the stock their bands had stolen from loyal citizens. “These 
traders hung around the posts where Federal soldiers were stationed 
and purchased stock from them which should have been either returned 


to the owners thereof or been reported to the proper officers as contra- 


band. Ina word, I found the country bein g ruined by the contraband 


} 
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trade carried on by disloyalists. They were connected, with wealthy 
parties in Saint Louis, and they could command any reasonable amount 
of money that they might require. Their agents and emissaries fur- 
nished our enemies unequaled facilities for a thorough system of espi- 
onage. They penetrated in safety districts where it was worth as much 
as his life for a Union man to show himself. 

Under the orders of Governor Gamble, calling out all the loyal militia 
of the State, the trade and commerce of the country naturally fell into 
the hands of the disloyal. They had brought civil war on the country, . 
had enrolled themselves as disloyal, and were enjoying the monopoly of - 
the trade of the country under the protection of the laws which were 
defended by the loyal citizens. All competition from loyal traders was 


thus avoided. Under these circumstances, I attempted to prevent the 


contraband trade with our enemies, the guerrillas, and all commerce 
carried on by disloyal persons, by prohibiting the transportation or re- | 
moval of stock, goods, wares, and merchandise from one part of my 
district to another without a permit therefor, obtained from the provost- 
marshal-general of the department, a district provost-marshal-general, or © 


~ from the nearest local provost-marshal. This was effected by a circular ~ 


order, issued by my provost-marshal-general, acting under my directions, 
a copy of which isinclosed.* Finding that this order was ineffectual to 
suppress the contraband trade carried on by rebels, and that by certain 
means it was. perverted so as to discriminate against Union men and in 
favor of rebels, it became necessary to adopt other means to furnish 
protection to those who have the right to demand it under our flag, and 
to resist the influence of the disloyal. As a last resort, I believed it to 
be my duty to issue Orders, No. 6, and by it test the virtue of my own 
headquarters. Under this order an effectual check has been put upon 
the contraband trade, and Quantrill’s friends have to rely on their con- 
federates in Kansas for an outlet for their stolen stock. To show that 
some of it has heretofore gone in that direction, I inclose herewith a slip 
from a newspaper* sent me some time since. That this order has proved 
a severe blow upon the disloyal was very apparent from the begin- 
ning, and that they should use the most extraordinary exertions to 
have it revoked is very natural, and whilst I admit its provisions are 
very stringent, yet more stringent measures have been advised, as you 
will see by reference to Colonel Woolfolk’s letter, sent you some ten 
days since. (The colonel, you will remember, is the commander of the 


- post at Sedalia.) As a guard against the shipment of stolen stock, he 


suggests that every trader, before shipment, should be required to pro- , 
duce a bill of sale for each animal that it is proposed to ship, and that 
the lot be advertised ten days in advance, giving notice that the adver- 


- tiser would on a certain day ship a lot of stock, describing it, and that 


it should remain open for inspection during that time, so that those 
whose stock had been stolen might recover it before it was shipped 
from the country. Nor are they near so stringent as they are repre- 
sented to be by the complainant in his letter to General Price. The- 
order does not interfere with the purchase of salt, a bolt of cotton, a 
piece of calico, or of wood or coal for fuel. It does, however, require 
the trader who wishes to carry his cattle, horses, and mules to Saint 


- Louis to show his hand, that it may be known that he is an honest man, 


who has come by such property honestly, and that he is not one of 
Quantrill’s friends, in charge of the proceeds of the last raid made by 
the band. And of this General Price’s correspondent complains most ‘ 


* Not found. 
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bitterly, and well he may, fot his occupation is gone, as well as Quan- 


- trill’s market in this direction for his stock, unless this order can be | 
- revoked. 


I regret that the name of the writer of this letter to General Price is 


‘not given, a8 I make no doubt that his notorious disloyalty would ob- 


viate the necessity for any reply to his letter. His statements in regard 
to the condition of this district, as you well know, are unblushingly 
false. The occasion which justifies martial law has not passed away. 
The people are not generally quiet; those who sympathize with the re- 


-. pellion-will not yield obedience to the Government, for the sake of peace - 


or otherwise. It is not true that the civil officers performed their func- 
tions fully or without molestation, and it is utterly false to say that 


- 


the machinery of civil government can now be operated as in times of 
profound peace. On the contrary, there has been at no time since the 
commencement of the present civil war when it required more vigilance 
or a stronger hand to protect Union citizens in_parts of this district 


than it does at this present hour. You know that the whole western 


country is filled with guerrillas, who are carrying on a most bioody 


and cruel warfare. You know of those men of the Fifth Regiment, 
who were most cruelly assassinated by the guerrillas in Jackson County, 


_ and their bodies most horribly mutilated, even to stamping with boot- 


heels the flesh from their faces, cutting off their ears, pouring powder 


- into their ears and exploding it. In several counties in the district no 


courts of record of any kind have held a session for several terms past, 
say, for more than eighteen months. The records have been stolen, 
perhaps destroyed, and the civil officers driven from the country. 
Recently, I had arrested a Captain Walley, who had murdered one Harry 
Younger, in Jackson County, for his money. The evidence of his guilt 
was so clear and conclusive that he confessed it. Preferring that he 
should be regularly tried and punished, I directed a court to be held in 
Independence for that purposé. The witnesses, soldiers in the Fifth 
Regiment Missouri State Militia, who were stationed at Harrisonville, in 
Cass County, were sent to attend court. When on their way, they were 
bushwhacked by a band under Bird Younger, a son of the murdered 


man, and the court was not held. No court has or can be held in Jack- 


son, Johnson, Cass, Bates, Henry, or Vernon Counties. Last fall, when I 
was at Lexington, with at least 1,200 soldiers, 200 or 300 of whom were 
enrolled militia of the county, and with scouts out daily, I had a guard of 
50 men, asa sheriff’s posse, attacked and driven back by aforce of some 200 
rebels. It was impossible for the sheriff to serve a writ without a guard | 
stronger than 50 men. Weekly the stage is stopped, and the passengers 
frequently robbed in this country, where all is quiet. You are well ad- 
vised that the most thorough, constant, and energetic means are resorted 


_ to to suppress these outrages, but a majority of the inhabitants are in- | 


tensely disloyal, and bitterly opposed to the Government; they harbor, 


_ protect, and preserve these outlaws. - Our forces are, to all intents and 


purposes, in an enemy’s country, protecting, these enemies in all their — 
rights, and [we are] so to conduct ourselves that we can hereafter live in 
harmony and concord with them. As weclaim to be honest people, and » 


- Joyal to the flag of our country, would it not be as well for the administra- 


tion to change this policy and require them (the rebels) to so conduct 
themselves that they can hereafter live in harmony and concord with us? 
It is untrue that the “business welfare” of any loyal citizen is made to 
depend upon the whim, caprice, or prejudice of any one, but it is true that 
the agents and brokers of thieves and robbers find a check at the provost- 
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marshal’s office that is inj urious to their nefarious trade, but I do not be- 


_ lieve the Governmentis seriously injured thereby. It is not true that any 


restrictions have ever been placed by military authority in this district 
on ‘** wood-sawyers or a dealer in newspapers.” The statement is untrue 


* where it is stated that “it is not pretended that such measures (Orders, - 


No. 6) are justified by any military exigency.” , It is untrue that I ever 
resorted to a public meeting of the loyal citizens of Sedalia or elsewhere 
or to any other means to have my orders sustained by an indorsement 


_ from the people. I have always let my orders stand on their merits, or 


I would let them fall, but it is a lamentable truth that our loyal citizens | 


- have had to resort to such means as public meetings, petitions, and 
“memorials to induce the authorities to extend to them the protection 


from the outrages of rebels that their allegiance entitled them to de- - 
mand, and it is still more lamentable that it has frequently happened 
that more attention has been paid to the falsehoods of rebels than to 
the remonstrances of loyal citizens. It is untrue that the effect of the 


_ restriction will injure the people or destroy the legitimate trade of the 


district. It was designed to check the contraband and dishonest trade 
carried on by disloyalists. In that to a great extent it has succeeded. . 
When you called my attention to the complaints that were made at 
your headquarters in relation to this order, I forwarded you a lot of ' 
remonstrances against the revocation of the order that had been received 
from various parts of this district. Among the rest, I think you will 
find the proceedings of the meeting held at Sedalia, referred to in the - 
letter to General Price. These papers had been sent in from time to 


time, and those forwarded you were of the last received. They were 


laid aside, without any intention of forwarding them to you, but, on the 
receipt of your letter of inquiry, it was thought they might serve to show 
you the opinion of the people.in relation to the order. They were sent 
to prevent a repeal of the order, which the Union people did not want 
done, and because the rebels declared they would have it repealed, as 
it destroyed their business. To sum up the whole matter in one word, 
no city, town, village, post-office, or cross-roads in this district can be 
found where a majority of the Union inhabitants will consent to a rev- 
ocation of the order. I believe it is an absolute necessity to continue 
in force the substance of this order as a peace measure. Our loyal peo- 
ple are proverbial for their patient endurance of wrong and injury, in 


- obedience to Jaw and the orders of their officers. They will submit to 


an almost unlimited amount of wrong and neglect, but there is a limit 
beyond which even they might be aroused into action, and surely it is 


-enough to make the blood boil in the veins of any honest man to have 
~to perform military duty as an enrolled militia man, without pay or the 


prospect of any, with his crops ungathered, his stock scattered, his wife 
and children without the common necessaries of life, that the laws may 
be guarded and upheld by his privations and sufferings, while those 
who have induced this war and have voluntarily enrolled themselves 
disloyal, are allowed to monopolize the trade of the country—such as 
Government contractors, who furnish the stock and other supplies re- 
quired by the Government, and those who control the banks, the trade 


and commerce—and out of the profits indulge themselves and their fami- 


lies in every luxury that wealth can purchase; but when these insolent 
traitors go a step further and require this same Government. that they 
scorn and despise to compel these soldiers to protect them in the trade 
carried on by them with guerrillas, robbers, and thieves, the demand 


becomes intolerable, and the Government that requires such soldiers to 
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perform such duties is advancing upon a dangerous experiment, as well 
as inflicting a most intolerable outrage upon its most loyal subjects and 
devoted supporters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
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BEN. LOAN, 
Brigadier-General, Missouri State Militia. 


P. S.—Since writing the above, a copy of the Lexington Union has 

been sent to me by some friend, and as it contains some articles that 

seem to have a bearing on the subject of the foregoing letter, I inclose 
it herewith.* ‘ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
; Saint Louis, January 28, 1863. 
Brig. Gen.-WILLIS A. GORMAN, 
Commanding District Hastern Arkansas : 


GENERAL: I am in receiptof three letters of yours from Devall’s Bluff, 
_ and also your telegram of the 22d from Helena, via Memphis, saying you 
are busy sending force down theriver. [Everything seems to depend on 
the results at Vicksburg, so we must work, pray, and wait. I approve 
of your return to Heleua, as it was consistent with my orders from head- 
quarters and my orders to you. Any further progress would have taken 
you so far away as to delay some of the troops in the down-river move, 
which now cannot be said of us. JI hope you will retain ample force to 
hold Helena and the neighborhood. An order from the President 
authorizes General Grant to take temporary command of a portion of 
Eastern Arkansas, and I have written to Grant t to know what he will 
include insuch command. You will, of course, obey his orders if heas- 
sumes command extended over Helena or any other part of my depart- 
ment in Arkansas, as he has orders to this effect, and I have desired he 
should have all needful power to secure the earliest possible success. 
I am, general, very truly yours, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


epi SPRINGFIELD, Mo., January 28, 1863. 
~ Major-General CuRTIS: 
I can build another boat at Forsyth in a few days, if deemed advisa- 
ble. We should also have two or more at Yellville or some point below, 
if that route be chosen. It was my original intention to construct them, 
but the storms and bad roads, as reported by General Herron, rendered 
it, as 1 believed, too dangerous a packet at this season, yet we may still 
make that route practicable and safe, though I doubt whether there 
would be much gain of time unless we can rely upon supplies by the — 
river when we reach Little Rock. It seems to me better to go north of 
White River to Batesville if we are to go directly to Little Rock, with- 
out reference to supplies after getting there. The best road is via Fay- 
etteville. and Clarksville. There will be no great difficulty in crossing 
the mountains from Fayetteville if Generals Davidson and Warren will - 
» move down where I can open communication with them when I reach 
Little Rock, and thus get supplies. If the river source fail there will — 


* No inclosure found. t See p. 68. 
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‘be no serious danger in taking the Fayetteville rontee’ Do you not use 
Vera Cruz for Galena, when you say we must go north of, Vera Cruz, 
and probably as far north as Ozark? 2 No forage near Crane Creek. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, | 
January 28, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, Commanding Springfield : 


You will halt the army at Crane Creek. I thought I so directed in my — 


last dispatch. Where isit? Vera Cruz is the worst place in America 
for an army. Keep the force which was at Forsyth at that place at 
present. Crane Creek is a much more accessible and movable pivot 


than any other for present purposes. 
' SAML. R. CURTIS, 


Major-General. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., January 28, 1863." 
Major-General CURTIS: 
Your dispatch is received, and your orders complied with. The First 
and Second Divisions will be at Orane Creek to- ‘morrow, and the Third 


at Forsyth. I did not understand your previous orders to remain at — 


Crane Creek, but to move east and south, and to come around the rivers 
if they obstruct this movement. I did not imagine that my army was 
to move around Crane Creek, or any other place, as a pivot, but to move 
forward by one route or the other. I did not propose to go to Vera 
Cruz because it was a good or bad place to stay at, but as a point on my 
route to Batesville, or some other place where something can be done. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., January 28, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 

I have ordered the construction of another boat at Forsyth. It will 
be necessary to move in some direction quickly on account of forage. 
It is scarce even below Forsyth. Much delay in that line will be ruin- 
ous, from Jack of forage and distance of supplies. In view of the un- 
certainty of getting supplies by the river, would it not be better to 


move east and connect directly with R olla, thus shortening our line . 


and at the same time getting nearer the Arkansas River? . "The route 
by Forsyth is the best Gf we can go directly to the Arkansas River ; but 
if we have to stop and send back for supplies, it will prove quite the 
reverse. It will be better for the army to keep moving slowly than to 


lie idle without forage. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
5 . Springfield, January 28, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM WEER, Commanding First Division, Crane Opie 
CoLoNEL: By direction of the major-general commanding the De- 
partment of the Missouri, my orders of yesterday and to- day. directing 
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a movement of your division are countermanded. You will remain at / 
Crane Creek until further orders. eee 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


The general desires me to add the request that you send out and col- 
lect in all the forage possible. . 
Very respectfully, WM. M. WHERRY, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
: Saint Louis, January 28, 1863. 
General W. P. HALL, Jefferson City: 


My: DEAR Sir: I have no idea of removing Guitar while he carefully 
administers his district consistent with my orders. I saw some news- 
paper complaints of his arrest of Union men, but, knowing his general 
good sense, I trusted he would carefully adjust the matter, as I under- 

' stand he did. JI wish he had his regiment near him, and I do not know 
how soon I may order it back to the north side. The rebels do very 
well while we have force always ready to take them by the throat, but — 
the Union men fear a renewal of devilment the moment occasion offers. 

We must retain a steady, strong government everywhere while the 
war continues. In the main, however, the State is quiet. The rout of 
the rebels on the Upper and Lower Arkansas has terribly crippled 
their resources, but they cannot be effectually followed-up till boats can 
be procured to constantly run on White and Arkansas Rivers. Every- 
thing is now moving on Vicksburg. Other movements contemplated 
by me are suspended until supplies can be carried by water up the Ar- 
kansas. Of course, the peace of Missouri depends very much upon the 
success of our arms in driving the rebels below the Arkansas River, 
which can soon be done when we have the gunboats requisite to hold 
those rivers, which must be our main line of defense. I hope you will 
run that legislature machine in the right loyal channel. If you can 
elect a true man to the Senate, and dispose of the negro question, you 
will be immortal, and the State will be forever safe and prosperous. I 
am glad to see you have meetings, which bring together all the true 
Union men. Such meetings will secure final unity of action. Four 

_months have now transpired since I was unexpectedly, and without my 

desire, placed in command of this department. It has been a most 
laborious and difficult position, as you very well know. My troops have 

everywhere behaved nobly, and success has continued to follow my 
commands. For all this, | am sincerely thankful to the Ruler of na- 
tious and armies. The people, too, have everywhere evinced patriotic 
forbearance. The political issues pending in your legislative councils, — 
especially those involving the fate of slavery, have divided the people — 
considerably, and created fear, jealousy, and bickerings; but.they are 
conducted with more moderation than I had reason to apprehend. 
Prudence and patience will wear through all this, but the times require 
constant and universal vigilance in every quarter and in every branch 
of the public service. 

Hoping that your councils may be guided by wisdom, and fully ac- 
complish the patriotic desires of the people, and convince other border © 
States that Missouri is unquestionably loyal, I remain, general, very 
truly, your obedient servant, : Rice 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
_ Major-General. _ 
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HDQRS. SrH AND 9TH Dists., DEPT. OF THE “Missourt, 
Camp Curtis, Ark., January 29, 1863. 


_ Major-General Curtis, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


_ Sme: The scout I sentinto the Nation, under Lieutenant-Colonel Down: 
ing, has returned. They distributed the flour and meal I sent to the 
most needy. He reports great ‘destitution in the Nation. Some women, 

he supplied had not eaten grain or bread for two days. The transpor- * 

tation and other means here are too limited to do all that is required, 

- but what can be done will be. 

Owing to the difficulty of procuring forage, and the distance wheat 
- has to be hauled, and having to run a number of small and indifferent 
water mills at considerable distances apart, and sending scouts to the 
Arkansas River, I have to work the force and trains to the extent of 
their ability. 
The brigade train turned over to me was a miserable affair—thirty . 
wagons, without a single cover, and four broken-down mules to a team. — 
They were the refuse rejected by the regiments at Elm Springs when 
the transportation was cut down. 
~ Colonel Harrison has just informed me that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stuart, of the Tenth Illinois, who was sent on the scout to Van Buren, 
had entered that place and taken a number of prisoners. I directed 
him to send a reconnaissance some distance down the Clarksville road, 
and also to send spies from the Arkansas men into Clarksville. I have 
not yet heard from Clarksville definitely, the rumor being that some 
forces are there. 

My object in Sending scouts to the Arkansas River is to keep strag- 

_ gling bands of the enemy on the other side until the ground already 

covered is fully occupied. 

_ Colonel [Stand] Watie is extremely anxious to get some of his com- 
mand back into the Cherokee Nation. When I burned Fort Davis all 
of General Cooper’s forces fled toward Red River; but a force was sent — 
back a few days ago, and just as Colonel Downing went down they 
attempted to cross (some of [J. M.] Bryan’s men at Fort Gibson and 
Watie’s at Webber’s Falls). Hearing of the scout, they precipitately 
recrossed the river. The great destitution and scarcity of forage renders 

_ it difficult for them, as forces, to enter or travel over the country. 

I deem it proper to communicate to you that there is a proposed meet- 
ing of the Cherokee council and committee. In the Second and Third 
Indian Regiments are a quorum of these bodies, and other loyal citizens 

not in the army are near or with it. I think it desirable that the rep- 
resentative bodies of the Nation should meet. The acting chief, Captain 

Pegg, is here. I understand they propose rescinding the ordinance of 
secession, that was forced on them, and of other actions of a similar 
nature, and loyal demonstrations to the Government will likely follow. 
I shall move across the line into the Nation when it convenes, to protect | 

them. The extreme anxiety of the rebel forces to ‘get back into the 

“Nation is to prevent such official action. So far as it can be done con- 

_sistently with my military duties, I deem it better to accord my aid to 

- @ movement just in itself and significant for the future as regards the 

* whole Indian Territory. 

i I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 

WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. Dist. oF NoRTHEAST MISSOURI, 
Beas 


o By order of General Thomas J. McKean : 
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Nod! ‘Warrenton, Mo., January 29, 1863. 
In compliance with Special Orders, No. 24, current series, Headquar- 
ters Department of the Missouri, Brig. Gen. Thomas J. McKean, U. S. 
Volunteers, has assumed command of this district. 
. * ; * * . * * * * 
HARRISON A. GLEIM, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, January 30, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. J. W. Davrpson, In the Field : 


GENERAL: I am in receipt. of two dispatches, giving satisfactory 
news of your movements and purposes. I think we must rely on the 
Pilot Knob route as the proper line of communication to Batesville. 
By keeping pretty near Black River our line is protected on that flank, 


_and, moreover, we can unite operations with that river, which is navi- 


gable a considerable portion of the year. Besides, the road to Rolla is 
naturally just as liable to cut up and become bad, and also has a vast: 
deal more of crossing streams than we have on, the Pilot Knob road. 


Then, again, we have the old telegraph poles on the Pilot Knob route, 


and I very much want you connected by the wires. Ifthese arguments 
are good in the main, do not abandon the Pilot Knob route, except it 


-may be temporarily, till the Houston route is also cut uf, as it certainly 


will be, after using it during these rains. If necessary, let us have 
more work done on the road, but I suppose at present you have had 


‘enough of this. Study the proper line from Van Buren toward Bates- — 


ville, in view of all I have now said, and let us have the wires following 
you as fast as possible on what we will at all times consider the main 
road to Jacksonport and Batesville. After Warren reaches you, a dash 
on Batesville would be a good move. You would gain nothing by delay 


there. Till we get the boats to hold the rivers, some movements with 
-eavalry and light artillery beyond your main reserve will make the 


rebels fear, and our friends feel your power and presence. Gunboats © 


_went up White River to Des Arc and the Arkansas to Arkansas Post, 


but the Vicksburg matter is deemed of primary importance, and every- 
thing now moves in that direction. Pending that affair, yours will now 


‘be my advanced army, and I hope you will have everything ready to 
“unite with the boats, if they come again into White River. If Hindman 


is at Oil Trough Bend, which I doubt, he may try to fight you for for- 
age, &c. He has, with Holmes’ force, a much stronger army than he 
had at Prairie Grove, and would be too strong for you. Pilot Knob 
would be your proper place to fall back upon, if he should attempt to 
move upon you with superior force. But you will carefully study the 


Inatter. I hardly think he will dare to come on this side of White River 
with a considerable force. My last advices place him near Little Rock, 


he having retreated from the vicinity of Fort Smith to that quarter. I 
can appreciate your trials in the wet season, and commend your efforts ° 
to procure means for self-reliance. I shall do all I can to aid you and 
strengthen you, and remain, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, : 

Major-General. 
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Hnapguarruns ARMY OF SoUTHEASTERN MissovRL, 
Camp at West Plains, January 31, 1863. 
. Maj. H. Z. Curtis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 


Mason: I have the honor to report the concentration of the troops : 


* composing the army at this point on yesterday. Warren’s troops, from 
Houston; my own, from Alton, flanking the supply trains, and the sup- 
ply trains from Van Buren, via Thomasville, all reached here within a 
few hours of each other. 

I have sent up for shoes. The paper soles the contractors now fur- 
nish render their frequent renewal a matter of vexation. 

I have sent wagons to Houston for the subsistence stores left there, 
and a train to Rolla. I have put the troops on half rations, filling up 


the balance with what can be gotten from the country, and very little it — 
is. I have drained the country from Pilot Knob to this point of cattle 


and corn. 
An expedition sent by me into Arkansas, to the Stubbfield Settle- 


ment, down on Eleven Point River, failed to get many cattle. We can- . 


not remain here long; we must keep moving for forage. 

My people are in good heart, and ready for your orders, but, I must 
confess, this problem of food, over such roads, has put some gray hairs 
in my head. Through a rich country it would be easy, in spite of the 
roads, to bring out results; but South Missouri! your army went through 
part of it, and it is worse now than then. I sent, by Colonel Boyd, a 


suggestion to the general that it would be well, while in the Rolla : 


District, that I should have command of it. My trains could then run 
to Houston as a base, my supplies being directed from Rolla to that 
point. 

Refugees just in from Arkansas contirm the report brought in by Colo- 
nel Waring that Holmes has ordered all citizens who claim to live under 
Southern rule south of White River. I send Waring with a brigade of 
cavalry to Batesville, supported by a brigade of infantry and four guns 


as far as Salem, and may be Evening Shade. I have confidence enough © 


in his adroitness. He brings, beside the reconnaissance, all the horses 
and mules (which we need now very much) and cattle he finds upon the 
road. 
I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. - 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., January 31, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 


Cannot transports with supplies be sent, under convoy of gunboats, 
up Arkansas or White River in time to meet us at Little Rock or Bates- 
ville? My force, Warren’s, and Davidson’s would thus be in position to 
assist the army before Vicksburg or elsewhere on the Mississippi River. 

-I believe the rebel force in ‘Arkansas has all gone in that direction. Is 
it not possible for us to join in the final struggle for the Mississippi? 


Pardon the suggestion. 
: J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


#15, 


UNOFFICIAL, | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Base \ Springfield, January, 31, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, . 
ee General-in- Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: Pardon me for suggesting that the forces under command 
of Davidson, Warren, and myself might be made available in the open- 

ing of the Mississippi, should that result not be accomplished quickly. 

Before I left Saint Louis, it was understood that I should be informed 
when expeditions were ready to start up the Arkansas and White 
Rivers, so that I might march down the Arkansas Valley and join them ; 
but there seems to have been no concert 6f action in the matter. I 
got no news of the movement of those expeditions until they had re- 
turned. . 

General Curtis now informs me that it is impossible to get supplies 
by either river at present, and hence that we have nothing to do but 
to wait until the Arkansas River shall be permanently held by the 
forces from below. I have suggested to the general that, possibly, trans- 
ports and supplies might be sent up one river or the other to meet us. 
We would then be in position to hold the rivers, and strike out from 
Little Rock, or go down and assist in the attack on Vicksburg, as might 
be advisable. : 

The river may be open before this letter can reach you, and again it 
may not a month hence. I see no necessity for our lying idle to await 
go uncertain a contingency. On the contrary, I believe we may be 
placed in position to add much to the probability of speedy success in 
the effort to open the Mississippi. : 
There is no considerable force of the enemy north of the Arkansas 
River; indeed, I believe they have all gone, or are going as rapidly as 
possible, to Vicksburg. 
Ten thousand infantry and artillery can be spared from Southern 
Missouri and Northern Arkansas, and, can easily reach Vicksburg in 
twenty days from the time the order is given. If it be found unneces- 
sary to go farther than Little Rock, so much the better. We will then 
be in -position to operate toward Arkadelphia, where the enemy has 
gone, if he has not gone beyond. 
The war is, of course, ended in this part of the country, at least for a 
long time to come, and I am impatient of this long idleness. 
I am, general, yours, very respectfully, 
| J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MIssouURI, 
Saint Louis, January 3%, 1863. 
His Excellency President ABRAHAM LINCOLN: 


Mr. Broadhead, at your instance, brought me-an order, published by - 
General Wright’s subordinate, General Granger, in Kentucky, which 
you wished me to consider as probably favorable to difficulties in Mis- 
souri. The Union element in Kentucky seems to evade or oppose your 
plans. The order excludes “all persons not belonging to the army” | 
from our camps. This is General Halleck’s Orders, No. 3, in different 
words, and would not do in my command, where we are taking the “bull 
by the horns.” If they would do so in Kentucky, I am confident you and 
all would have less trouble. A few snarling officers and rebel slave- 
_ holders oppose, but the great mass demand that the acts of Congress 


‘om 
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and your proclamation shall appear a living reality. I am doing very 
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> little more than to hold the matter before the people, as I am urged to 


do by your most discreet and loyal friends. . I claim that the success | 
of my commands, the popular demonstrations at the ballot-box, the 


< peace of Missouri, the public demonstrations, all demonstrate the pro- 


ee 


7 


2 -priety of such a policy. I earnestly try to prevent the gathering into 


my lines of any, especially the negroes of loyal citizens, and especially 


_ because they encumber my camps. There is no occasion for orders to 


exclude, because the encumbrance prevents any considerable amount 

of such fugitives, except in Arkansas, where thousands do come within 
our lines, and I have tried to protect and use them for various purposes. 

I have no trouble with the soldiers, the people, or the negroes; but a 

few officers, 2 few slaveholders, and a few butternut politicians are 

constantly trying to make a mountain out of a mole-hill, and procuring 

a false impression somewhere. 

Missouri can only be successful in her efforts to settle down quietly in 


the Union by allowing the Union leaders, and not the Union doubters, | 


to hold the sway and direct public opinion. The slave power will be 
respected, but it cannot lead in this department. The people have 
resolved to carry out your war policy, and I rejoice in their determina- 


tion. 


I am, Mr. President, your obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 
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_ Abstract from returns of the troops in the Department of the Missouri * for January 31, 1863.. 


Present for S = Pieces of 
duty. e 2, | artillery. 
i) ee] 
A. | #8 
Q 
Command. J 23 Headquarters. 
. oS 
Z # tiga | K 
3 FI be eee Be ge 
s s o | & |3| 2 
ro) a <q + do} & 
District of Saint Louis, Brig. Gen. | 399) 6,591 | 9,674 | 12,358 |....].....- Saint Louis, Mo. 
Eugene A. Carr. 
District of Southwestern Missouzi, (Coa Springfield, Mo. 
Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown: : 
Tas IE aes eae eae 5 GAs al aceon 
Volunteer f6rce . 26.2. <2. enee=-2 32 356 752 SIBii et | eee es 
Cavalry forde, Missouri State | 11 1,880)" 2510" 8,407") ol eae 
Militia, 2 
’ Potal District of Southwestern | 150 | 2,245 | 3,267| 4,301 |....|....-. 
Missouri. 
Army of the Frontier, Brig. Gen. eS Springfield, Mo. 
John M. Schofield: ‘ 
Padme Asse tce DRE ae obs =e 21 es s 11 3 TN ee 
First Division, Col. William | 1391] 3,036] 8,890] 5,223 )....! 22 
Weer. 
Second Division, Col. J.G.Clark..| 101°} 2,101} 2,740} 4,145 |..../...... 
, Third Division, Col. James O. | 130| 3,087 | 3,946] 5, 644 ‘eres 
Gower. 
Troops in the field, Capt. Albert 9 230 820 SOP Sua oeuke 
P. Peabody. | 
Total Army of the Frontier... | -390 | 8,434 | 10,907 | 15,380 |....| 34 
District of Kansas, Brig. Gen. James 66 | 1,333) 1, 966 | ~ 2, 425 7 8 
a3 G. Blunt. ‘ 
' District of Colorado, Col. John M. 65) 1, 189 “4, 680 2,058 |... 9 | Denver City, Colo. 
oy hivington. 


y 


*Compiled from district and other subordinate returns, and incomplete. No de- 
~partmental returns on file. 
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“bstrant LR om returns ov the troops in the Department of the Missouri—Continned, 


as pes SEs =a an a 
: Present for = a ‘Pieces of 
BO ra) 2 | artillery. 
& as 
q BAB 
. | oa a j 
Command. 2 £3 q Headquarters. | 
g & igen ne 
S : £ be |] 
Pe & ef a S| 3 
eS a 4 + | 
Army of Southeastern Missouri, Brig. h West Plains, Mo. 
Gen. John W. Davidson: 
OR CRUEE Re Sic tote ch 2 One ecw a OMicla ations a all Sheteimsiale Bl oimtette aa Le ean dime 
First Division, Brig. Gen.William} 128 | 2,378 | 2,897 | 4,268 |.--.| . 10 
« _ P. Benton. i ehecs 
Second Division, Col. Chester | 154 3,022 | 4,061) 9, 2 A ee 6 
Harding, jr. 0 
Cavalry Division, Col. George E. 49) 7, 039:1, 1683422) S275 | occas 
Waring. 
‘Total Army of Southeastern | 331} 6,439 | 8,641 | 12,551 )--..) 16 
Missouri. ; 
District of Nebraska, Brig. Gen. 28 524 758 819 |.-..|...---| Omaha City, Nebr. 
James Craig. 
Missouri State Militia, Governor | 351] 6, 619° aa 384 “10, ise | 2 9 | Saint Louis, Mo. 
Gamble. 
Troops at Helena,* Col. Cyrus Bussey - ~ 424 2, 556 © 8, 445 4,288.25. fii 7 
GaN: GOURE sas. simatic. w canons 1, 894 | 35, 930 | 48,722 | 64,368 | 9 &3 


Abstract from return of the Department of the Northwest, Maj. Gen. John Pope com-— 
manding, for January, 1863; headquarters Madison, Wis. 


é eS Ens } as 
Present | 9 A Es Pieces of 
for duty.| & Blas artillery. 
oO ae DQ 
i= as S 
[m7 2 ma. 
Command. S |) Sens = Headquarters. 
. a 3 a5 
a bo | tro | & é 
I o Oo, co) bs 
Oo ry iow! Hs H =a Lies] 
) qi it) of &o a = 
4 oO of an oo o 2 
Yes car ee ds Weta Wits: Rens (ocean) 
Department staflcs yscccssc-accede-sacess 12 4 16 24 29 |. oe] sakes Madison, Wis. 
First Military District, Brig. Gen. John aa Sas Rie Ae eae Sioux City, Iowa. 
Cook: g ; 
Stadiea cee. Miva e ee BS hss 8 4 CRIS R AS kage ks 
Ngan trys. ecko tease ed ae ee a 6 | °129"| .. 154.) 289) > 289 Jo oot 22s ais 
Opvalny iirc tics ede ca scn te soe oes 6 | 106} 129 | 183°) 185 }.--.|,..... 
\ Total First Military District....... 15| 235| 286| 476| 478 |....|...... 
District of } nee Brig. Gen. Henry Fc) Saint Paul, Minn . 
H. Sibley : ' i ee 
Infantry Sita ste deme tins Copies Raman e ee 153 |2, 939 |3, 432 4,545 |4,545 | 1 20 
CANA teratoma to cocue pee Re 36 | 837 | 962 |1,169 |1, 046 |....)...... 
Total District of Minnesota........ 189.19, 776 |4, 394 [5,714 5,591 | 1| 20 
State of Wisconsin, Brig. Gen. Washing- | 
ton L. Ellioté: ie 
Infantry : ; | 
Madison, Col. Daniel J. Dill...... 50. |1, 282 1, 775. |1, 867 |1, 898 |.-..).....2 
Racine, Col. Isaac E. Messmore.. BO) 687 | 885)) -V887T 1 692871 So ne ees 
Bayfield, Capt. Harvey Fairchild | 2 48 55 71 (0 Ic ER ee 
Superior, Capt. J. Lj Dickson}... 2) S.|ce cl etka see kek lence es wot eer ae 
Total State of Wisconsin.........-. 82 !2, 017 |2, 665 |2, 825 |2, 897 |.<..|..-.-2 
Grand total..-.........-.......,2-./298 |6, 082 |7, 361 |9, 089 |8,995 | 11. 20 


* These troops belong to the Department of the Tennessee. St trength is given as 
reported January 20. 


tParoled troops organized into a company of about 60 men, Tah 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISsouURI, 
Saint Louis, February 1, 1863. 


His Excellency Gov. Hammon R. GAMBLE: 


J am in receipt of yours of the 24th instant, conveying the preamble 


and resolutions of the honorable senate of the State of Missouri, stating 


that it has been represented that a conflict of opinion has arisen among 


‘the military forces at Chillicothe, Mo., growing out of the action of the | 


provost-marshal at that place, threatening collision and bloodshed, and 
requesting me to investigate the causes of dissatisfaction, and, if neces- 
sary, to send a sufficient force there to enforce the [laws of the?] State 
of Missouri, has been duly received. 

At the breaking out of the rebellion, Chillicothe was the headquar- 


ters of General Slack, a leader of the rebel forces, who fled precipitately 


at the approach of my command on the 14th June, 1861, and finally fell 
at the battle of Pea Ridge, in Arkansas, an unfortunate victim of my 
pursuing forces. Some sympathizers remained near his old home, but 
they are generally sensible of the hopelessness of their cause in Mis- 
souri, and the loyal inhabitants are watchful and carefully enrolled to 
preserve the peace and suppress further outbreak. I had not heard of 
any recent difficulty or apprehension at that place, and have the honor 
to submit a statement, signed by about 250 of the Enrolled Militia of ° 
the township, assuring me no such danger of conflict is known to them, 
and I am told these are all, or nearly all, of the Enrolled Militia of the 


- place. The provost-marshal is one of the Enrolled Militia, and there 


is no other force in the vicinity. They are all equally interested in a 
watchful supervision of the neighborhood, and I am glad to find, gen- | 
erally, a hearty co-operation to sustain regulations designed and calcu- 
lated to preserve the peace of the State. 


As a further compliance with the wishes of the honorable senate of 


the State of Missouri, I shall instruct the commander of the district to 


make further examination, and specially notice the affairs of that vicin- 


ity, and if such danger can be ascertained, it will, if possible, be sup- 


pressed and the laws faithfully executed. 
I have the honor to be, Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., February 2, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 
I have everything ready for movement. If you still adhere to the 
Forsyth line, I might cross the river there, and move down the White 
River Valley to some point below Yellville—Mount Olive, perhaps— 


- where I could easily draw supplies from Jolla, if necessary to wait for 


boats. The weather and roads are good. I only await your orders. 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier-General. 


‘[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] | 
February 2, 1863. 
General SCHOFIELD, Springfield : 
I decide in favor of the route by Forsyth. You must have ample 
arrangements for crossing before main force moves over. It might be 
well to havea small field-work or block-house to support the ferry cross- 
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ing, as we must have the ferry secure against rogues. All the rebel 


force of Arkansas might venture to mass between Arkansas and White — 


in the absence of our gunboats, so we must have the means of return or 
re-enforcement. Forage must be very scarce this side of White River, 
_ but while we are delayed in the main object for boats, we must not ven- 
ture too far for forage. It will be better to seek it, as you suggested, 
on this side of Crane Creek till ferry and boats are ready. 
; . SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 3, 1863.* 
Brig. Gen. CLiInTON B. FISK: 

GENERAL: I hardly dare to enter upon a line to you, I have so much 
to say and so little time for talking. 1 cordially directed everything to 
be turned to account of Vicksburg effort, and the order of the Presi- 

dent giving General Grant temporary command was necessary and 
proper to place everything in the vicinity entirely subordinate to his 
efforts. I hope he will act with wisdom, prudence, fortitude, and dili- 
gence, until you have the river cleaned out. Iam very sorry that I can- 
not be with him to help him and all of you in this important crisis, and 
only console myself for my absence in knowing that I have enough to 
do to regulate a department that somebody must take care of, and lam 
always ready to do my share of drudgery. I suppose General Grant 
will take most of the troops to Vicksburg, but I think he is wise in 
- going down to see where he cancamp them. It may be high water will 
flood the whole country about there, and in that event our troops will 
have a terrible time in camps which can only be below the general level 
of the waters. I have seen Mrs. Fisk, and have acted upon her infor- 
- mation regarding the sick. I will order arrangements for 1,000 on 
land and more on boats at Helena. The danger is we have not build- 
ings sufficient at Helena. I suppose General Gorman will go below. I 
would immediately send a successor on this supposition if I considered 
the point still in my command. Your rank may allow your holding 
. command of the post, while a higher officer might have the district. 
Helena seems to be the center of distraction and detraction. I would 
like to see new efforts to quiet the turbulent waters of that vicinity. I 
see they have it that I am in partnership with Gorman in cotton specula- 
tions. I hope he is as innocentas Iam. They will probably scatter on 
receipt of Grant’s order charging $100 for a permit. But my office calls: 
make it impossible to write. This is my birthday, and I have a few 
friends to call this evening to visit me. I sincerely wish you could be 
with them. Support and sustain everybody, especially the most infirm 
of our comrades.. Human frailty is very great, and we must make the 
very best of the men around us. Your good virtue will enable you to 
reconcile many difficulties, and I hope you will not weary in well-doing. 
Do not run into needless exposures, and do not encourage rash or pre- 
cipitate movements. Ihope strategy will be well considered, and human 
life saved as much as possible. Give my kind regards to my comrades 
about you, friends especially. Hold up their hands, and be assured my 
hopes and prayers will follow you in the trials and dangers of this event- 
ful campaign. 
I remain, very truly, your friend, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-Generat, 
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HBapquanrers DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., February 3, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. C. C. WASHBURN: 
_ GENERAL: Tam just now in receipt of yours of the 22d, and certainly 
approve of your conduct in writing me fully as to your views of things 


around you. I participate with you in the most kind regard for General 
Gorman. I knew him, and that was all. He was ordered to my com- 


mand without a word from me, and his rank seems to entitle him to the — 


position which I have given him. I suppose General Grant has made 
new arrangements, which I hope will quiet new difficulties and com- 


plications which have accumulated in Hastern Arkansas. It is most. 


extraordinary that we have so many incompetent men in official posi- 
tion, and still more that they seem to run things into excess of folly 
whenever they have any chance to make character. I sent you down 
to Helena, believing that men of no business capacity and very little 
brains would listen to reason. You made some impression, I am con- 
fident, but I afterward sent Colonel Chipman and Colonel Colburn to 
help restrain folly and extravagance. Recently, however, I am assured, 
things have got into utter confusion, which can only be rectified after 
General Grant and IL. fully understand our relative position. In one 
‘matter I shall exercise the functions of commander. JI shall order the 


assistant surgeon-general to provide hospital arrangements for a thou- ~ 


sand sick and wounded on shore, and further accommodations on water: 
I will also require a change in medical control, being informed that in 
this regard matters have become terribly deranged and disgusting. 
But the moving, shifting attitude of troops at Helena must confound 
and confuse matters at Helena, and I can make some allowances for diffi- 
culties of this kind. I write in the hurry of business, and only to as- 
sure you of my continued anxious efforts to keep matters right. We 
must bear and forbear, toil and toil on, and hope that God in his mercy 
will ultimately secure our triumph and peace. 
Truly, &c., ; 
: SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


. SPRINGFIELD, Mo., February 3, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 
Your dispatch of yesterday is received. I will go to Forsyth to- 
morrow and push forward the construction of boats and block-house or 
field-work, as you order. We have now lost five days of fine weather 
_ and good "roads, and it will take from seven to ten more to get across 
the river at Forsyth. We could easily have reached Batesville ina 
shorter time than that named. I apprehend no danger from the rebels 
between the Arkansas and White Rivers; but if there is any, as you 
believe, it would seem wiser to move on a line where re-enforcements can 
- be had from Warren and Davidson. There is forage enough for a mov- 


_ing army on either side of White River. There need be no “delay, except 


in crossing and what may be caused by bad roads. I do not understand 
whether rg am to judge when and how far I may move, or whether I must 
wait for further orders. I will move at once with your permission. 
Colonel Cloud informs me that he and his brigade are ordered to re- 
main here. Are they detached from my command ? 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
. Springfield, Se 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I am compelled to say that I believe the snkereees of the 
service demand my removal from this command. While it would be 
mortifying to me to be transferred to an inferior one, I will cheerfully 
submit to it rather than remain here longer, because I believe it will be 
much better for the country. . 

I do not desire to impugn the motives of General Curtis. He may 
be perfectly honest and sincere in all his official acts; whether so or 
not is immaterial. The fact is undeniable that his whole course, while 
I have been in command of this army, has been calculated to prevent 


- my accomplishing any good result. He has discouraged every advance 


I have made, and repeatedly ordered me to fall back. He detained me 
in Saint Louis nearly a week after I was ready to return to my com- 
mand, for no other apparent reason than to give Blunt and Herron time 
to make their raid to Van Buren. 

As soon as I had arrived and assumed command, he ordered me to 
fall back. At length I got this order modified, so as to permit me to 
move east and south ; but the mountains having become impassable, I 
was compelled to come round by Crane Creek. Arrived at that place, 
he refuses to let me go farther. I have been lying here five days, while 
the roads and weather are fine, and I cannot get permission to move in 
any direction. 

The entire force of the enemy in Arkansas is at Little Rock, or below 
that point. No force can be subsisted in Northwestern Arkansas by the 


- enemy, and it is not possible for my command to do.any good by re- 


maining here.. We must move to the eastern part of the State sooner 
or later, of course. Why not do it now is more than I can imagine. 
It may be that supplies cannot be obtained by the river for some time 
to come; but this is no reason for our delay. We can move 100 miles 
nearer Little Rock, and yet draw supplies from Rolla bettgr than now. 
Besides, we would be in position to unite with Davidson and Warren, 
should the enemy’s force be too strong for this command; not that I 
peeye itis. Ihave no doubt I can easily whip their entire force com- 

ined 

General One tis has at length decided that when I move I am to go via 


. Forsyth and close the White River Valley. He has directed me to con- 


struct flat-boats for crossing the river at Forsyth (which I am doing), 
and a field-work or block-house, to protect. the crossing. He also 
directs me not to move my main force over until ample means shall be 
provided for retreating, or bringing up re-enforcements. From what 
point? . Davidson’s and Warren’s are the only forces available, and they 
from 100 to 150 miles east of Forsyth. 

I have already lost six days since my eastward movement was stopped 


by General Curtis’ order. ‘The weather is fine, and the roads in splen- 


did condition. With all possible exertion, it will take from seven to 
ten days more to get my army across the river at Forsyth, even if not 
interfered with any more. Long before that time my command would 
have been at Batesville, had I been permitted to proceed. 

I can see in all this no other object but to delay my movement and 
prevent my doing anything until some ulterior object can be accom- 


plished ; probably to give some other officer the command. What the 


reason for this may be I will not assume to say. If General Curtis 
lacks confidence in me, I ought not to command under him. Better 
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that I be sacrificed, even, than that important movements be delayed a 
single day. Better give the command to anybody, and leave him free 
to act, than to keep me here and forbid my doing anything. A fool . 
could not go far wrong, so plain is it what should be done. Blunt and 
Herron are in Saint Louis, or were a few days ago, and doubtless their 
counsels have had much weight in determining the present delay and 


annoyance to me. I observe they are both nominated major-generals, 


and I know they both aspire to this command, and are favorites of 
General Curtis. Better that either of them have it than that the pres- 
ent state of things continue. It is true, they committed the most stupid 
blunders at Prairie Grove and elsewhere, and have shown their utter 
incapacity to command, yet they would be allowed to act, and could 
hardly fail, under present circumstances, to blunder into success. 

Do not understand me, general, as being dissatisfied with my com- — 
mand or wanting a higher one. I have a fine little army, and it is all I 
ask, if I can be permitted to use it. I did feel at one time, and so wrote — 
you, unwilling to take, voluntarily, a lower command; but that feeling 
is gone. I will cheerfully accept anything to remove the present diffi- 
culty, because I believe the good of the service demands it. I will 
even content myself to remain here, if, after what I have told you, you 
think no change for the better is practicable. 

I have received my appointment as major-general, and, of course, feel 
much gratified by this mark of confidence. ,I would feel much moreso | 
could I be in position to render the service demanded by my additional 
rank. . 

lam, general, yours, very respectfully, 
: J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, February 3, 1863. 

Major-General CURTIS: : 

GENERAL : «By an order of Major-General Grant, I am opening the’ 
levee at Yazoo Pass, 8 miles below here, with a view of going with gun- 
boats into the Tallahatchie, and I think it likely of success. The water 
will rush through like a mill-race, as the Mississippi River is 10 feet 
higher than the pass on the opposite side. 

I write to advise you of events as they are transpiring. 

‘I could go to Little Rock easy, or I can connect with your forces at 
Batesville, if I had a chance. 
Lam, general, truly, yours, 
W. A. GORMAN, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Hpg@Rrs. STATE OF MISSOURI, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
Saint Louis, February 3, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. T. J. BARTHOLOW, ih ; : 
Oomdg. Eighth Military District of Missouri, Glasgow, Mo. : 

GENERAL: By direction of the commander-in-chief, you are instructed. 
to detail from the organized force of Enrolled Militia within the Eighth 
Military District, for active service, twenty-four mounted companies, of 
approved loyalty and efficiency, to be provisionally commanded as 


> follows: 


is 


1st. Each company will consist of 80 non-commissioned. officers and 


ea 
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privates, with x) captain, 1 first and 1 second lieutenant. For this spe- 
cial service you will divide this force into two commands of twelvecom- 
panies; each command divided into three battalions of four companies _ 
each, and will assign to each command 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 

3 majors, 1 adjutant, 1 quartermaster (who will act as commissary), 1 
surgeon, and 2 assistant surgeons. And for this purpose you will de- 
tail from the regiments of your district 2 colonels, 2 lieutenant- colonels, 

6 majors, 2 adjutants, 2 quartermasters, 2 surgeons, and 4 assistant sur-. 
geons, whom you know to be reliable and efficient officers for this duty. 

For the purpose of regularity in reports, returns, &c., these commands 
will be known respectively as the First and Second Provisional Regi- 
ments of the Eighth Military District, Enrolled Missouri Militia. 

As soon as these details are effected, you will cause a consolidated 
report to be forwarded to the adjutant-general, giving the names of all 
commissioned officers, their rank, and from what regiments of Enrolled 
Militia assigned, with the total of non-commissioned officers and privates. 

Duplicate muster-rolls will be made of each company, showing the let- 
ter by which it is designated; as also duplicate field and staff rolls, one 
of each of which will be forwarded to the adjutant-general at the same 
time with the consolidated report. As it is designed that this force shall 
be kept in active service continuously as long as their service may be 
required, you will direct that periodical muster-rolls be made in the 
manner prescribed by Army Regulations. 

These commands while in active service will be governed by the rules 
and regulations of the United States Army and the articles of war con- 
tained in Revised Army Regulations; and as the design of this force is to 
repress any attempt at insurrection, and to prevent any combinations 
for rebellion against the Government, and to maintain the laws of the 
State, you are enjoined to hold every officer to a rigid accountability in 
regard to his immediate command, and suppress at once, with a strong 
hand, any attempts at marauding, plundering, or insubordination of any 
kind. Immediately upon these details being completed, you will make the 
necessary requisitions for clothing and camp equipage upon the quar- 
termaster-general, who will be instructed to fill the requisitions upon 
the approval of the Governor. For the necessary supply of arms, you 
will issue the arms heretofort issued to troops of your district, so far as 
the same may be required, taking care as far as possible to. arm each 
battalion with the same caliber. ‘Iti is deemed unnecessary to go further 
into details, as these will suggest themselves in the process of complet- 
ing the commands. Great confidence is reposed by His Excellency in 
the energy and fidelity of the general commanding in carrying out these 
instructions promptly, and much good will result from a hearty co-oper- 
ation of the officers and men detailed for this duty. 

* Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. D. WOOD, 
Acting Adjutant- General, Missourt. 


‘ 


HDQrs. 8TH AND 9TH Dists., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp John Koss, February 4, 1363. 
Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


Sir: I moved my main command 10 miles northeast. I did so for 
two reasons—to be nearer forage and to protect the assemblage of the © 


th pnt SoH wy ; ; 
! F . A 4 


Cnar. XXXIV.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. OT 


ak Tonal legislature of the Cherokee Nation, ea convenes to- -day, and 


which had, “of course, to meet in the Nation. Besides protecting a loyal 
nation in its first exercise of civil authority since the rebels seized on 
them, authorities and all, it cannot fail to have a happy effect on the 
other Indian nations. This is precisely the same legislature that was 
compelled, under a despotic pressure, to pass an ordinance of secession, 
and their voluntary rescinding of it is more significant. Ileft a post at 
Maysville, near Camp Curtis, of about 200 men to guard my connection 
to the Arkansas and to Fayetteville, and to run a small mill that other- 
wise would feed the rebel guerrillas, © 

I sent another train of provisions down toward Fort Gibson, to re- 
lieve destitute and starving citizens. I have a distributing agent at 


Park Hill, and one at Hildebrand’s Mill, about the center of the Nation, — | 
where I have a company running the mill, There is no grain there, and 


I have to supply it from above and east of this place. 

The extreme want of the people below here steadily assumes a more 
serious cast. My movements are much embarrassed for want of trans- 
portation, as my brigade train was the broken-down teams of the First 
Division. My supply train arrived safely from Fort Scott last night. 
I have been able, up to this time, by hard labor of my command, in doing 


very well. Since the 7th of January I have had about twelve or thir. _ 


teen days’ rations for the Third Brigade. I have obtained the rest of 
the subsistence required for the Third Brigade from the country. Have 
sent six days’ rations of bread, beans, and several articles for hospital 
to command of Colonel Harrison, at Fayetteville. Have sent two trains 
of flour and meal into the Indian Nation, and have subsisted about 1,000 
starving refugees, principally women and children, round my camp. 
Forage i is.scarce, and has to be hauled some distance and economized. 


I can manage to subsist here for a week or two, perhaps three, and 


could move east or southeast into Arkansas again and live some way, 


until the 1st of March, when I propose moving forward to the Arkansas - 


River. 


I have as yet received no orders from you, and shall govern Ls ; 


on the general plan indicated until I do. 
We have here severe cold and snow. 


I have a scout now toward Fort Gibson, one toward Webber's Falls, » 


one toward Van Buren, and one on Grand River. 

Different parties of my command have had skirmishes with the guer- 
rillas, always with good results. They attack my foraging trains and 
scouts from the brush, but generally suffer severely, as the Indians are 
dangerous customers in such conflicts, and bushwhacking i is sensibly on 
the decline here. 

I remain, with profound respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade. 


Hpagrs. STATE OF MISSOURI, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
Saint Louis, February 4, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. BEN. LOAN, — 
Commanding Central District of Missouri, Jefferson City : 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the following distribution 
of the companies composing the Third, Fifth, Twelfth, and Fourteenth 
Regiments Missouri State Militia Cavalry has this day been ordered, 

in nasa with General Orders, No. 5, current series, from these 
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headquarters, consolidating the Missouri State Militia, a copy of which 
is herewith inclosed :* 

Third Oavalry—Companies A, B, C, and H, of the Third, have been 
attached to the Sixth Cavalry as Companies. I, K, L, and M, respect- 
ively, and Company D, of the Third, has been broken up and the men 
distributed among the Sixth. Companies F, G, H, and K,of the Third, 
have been attached to the Seventh Cavalry ‘as Companies je ye (8 and 
M, respectively, and Company I, of the Third, has been broken up and 
the men distributed among the Seventh. 

Fifth Cavalry.—Companies B, C, and. E, of the Fifth, have been at- 
tached to the First Cavalry as Companies 1, L, and M, respectively, and 
Companies A and D, of the Fifth, have peen broken up and the men 
distributed among the First. Companies F, G, H, and K, of the Fifth, 
have been attached to the Ninth Cavalry as Companies 1, & L, and M, 
respectively, and Company I, of the Fifth, has been broken up and the 
men distributed among the Ninth. 

Twelfth Cavalry.—Companies A, B, and H, of the Twelfth, have been 
attached to the Third (late the Tenth) Cavalry as Companies K, L, and 
M, respectively ; Companies D, E, and fF’, of the Twelfth, have been at- 
tached to the Fifth (late the Thirteenth) Cavalry as Companies Ko DG, 
and M, respectively, and Companies G and OC, of the Twelfth, have been 
broken up and the men distributed among the Fifth. 

Fourteenth Cavalry.—Companies. A and D, of the Fourteenth, have 
_ been attached to the Fourth as Companies L and M, respectively, and 
Companies B and ©, of the Fourteenth, have been broken up and the 
men distributed among the Fourth. Companies G and H, of the Four- 
teenth, have been attached to the Eighth as Companies L and M, re- 
spectively, and Companies E and F, of the Fourteenth, have been broken 
up and the men distributed among the Eighth. 

You will see that the foregoing ‘orders of consolidation are promptly 
and faithfully carried out among the regiments of Missouri State Mili- 
- tia, under your command. 

By order of the commander-in-chief : 
WM. D. WOOD, 
Acting Adjutant- General. 


° 


SPECIAL ORDERS, sean Dee ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
es 57. eran aC 4, 1863. 
* * * 

_XVL Brig. Gen. W. F. Barry, Brig. Gen. é W. Cullum, and Col G. 
Thom will continue a board to ‘consider and report upon the policy of 
arming New Madrid with heavy ordnance, and whether field artillery 
will not be sufficient for the defense of that place. The board will meet 
on the 5th instant at Headquarters of the Army. 

* * * * * * * 


z By order of the Secretary of War: 
L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General. 


Hpars. DEPT. OF THE MissouRI, Saint Louis, February 5, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. R. C. VAUGHAN: 


GENERAL: As a general rule, trade ought to regulate itself, yet 
there is much fore ce in a your letter of the 26th ultimo, urging entire pro- 
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hibition of sales of stock, horses, and mules from your vicinity. It is: 


supposed that many sales are made for fear of confiscation or collection — 


of forfeited bonds. 

Such representations have been sent to Washington, and the Presi- 
dent is annoyed with protests against all restrictions. While so many 
are disposed to misrepresent or misunderstand the restrictions upon 
trade, lam disposed to gradually withdraw them.when we can do so 


with safety. We must do all in our power to restrain the trade in am- © _ 
munition, so as to prevent rebel bands from procuring it. _All use of © 
guns and ammunition for hunting may better be dispensed with than — 


allow rebels to get means to renew their robbing of peaceable citizens. 
Some difficulty in regard to teams and hands must intervene before we , 
conclude our terrible struggle with rebels, and every class of society ’. 
must expect to share the general calamity. 

It is our duty to do all we can to avert evil, but by issuing orders 
relating to buying and selling we must be very careful to avoid com- 
plaint and clamor that may defeat our purposes by dividing our friends. 
I will refer your letter to headquarters at Washington, where matters — 
of this kind seem to be generally discussed and considered more than 
here. , 

I am pleased, general, to perceive the fidelity and energy you are 
manifesting in our common cause, and assure you I highly appreciate 
your patriotism and loyalty. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant and follow 


soldier. 
ji SAML. R. CURTIS, + 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, pine oor DEPARTMENT OF THE nae 
No. 11. Saint Louis, Mo., February 5, 1863. 


The following officers, additional to those named in General Orders, 
No. 37, series of 1862 , are announced on the staff of the general com- 
manding, and will be respected and obeyed accordingly: Capt. F. S. 
Winslow, assistant quartermaster, chief quartermaster, and Capt. R. 
McAllister, commissary of subsistence, chief commissary of subsistence. 

_ By command of Major- General Curtis: 

H. Z. CURTIS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Camp at West Plains, February 6, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, : 
Commanding Department : ‘ ; 
GENERAL: Your letter, by Lieutenant Clarkson, of the 30th ultimo, 
has been received and carefully digested. 
Your instructions will be cheerfully and honestly carried out. I will 


‘ - endeavor to fulfill the duty, though the glory seems far ahead. Leeper 


shall be tried for abandoning Van Buren without authority. 

I have given the order for this army to fall back to a position nearer 
its base of supply. It is given with reluctance, but it is forced upon us 
by the poverty of the country and our wants. I have selected a posi- 
tion about equidistant from Rolla and Pilot Knob—say, Chiltonsville 


or Eminence, temporarily—so as to use two roads, one to Rolla, via 
‘i, f 
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Salem, tne other to Pilot Knob, via Centreville. Meantime, while the 

main supply trains are feeding and foraging us, the division supply 
trains, of 50 wagons each, carrying twelve days’ subsistence, are kept 
- parked and untouched at our new position, ready to move to White 
River when you give the word; the reserve ammunition the same way. 
This is a mobile army, and I will keep it so. The cavalry will be kept 
out ahead, examining the roads, making forays, We. 

I see Pocahontas lies in the route you have laid down for me, and I 
might as well accept it at once. All the information, therefore, that 
can be gotten about the proper line via Van Buren and that point will 
be gotten. Pocahontas is the head of navigation of Black River, I be- 


lieve. 


I asked, by my aide, Lieutenant Gray, telegraphic permission to come 
_ up for two days, while my divisions are taking up their positions. Ican 
be spared, and my health really requires even twenty-four hours’ relax- 
ation. If a movement occurs, I can overtake, and my division ‘com- 
manders are trained now to take care of themselves. 
Tam glad you sent me Colonel Stone. I had trouble with Kinsman’s 
regiment before; now I have none. I found Stone a ready soldier and 
a gentleman, and I put the Iowa people in one brigade, the ‘ lowa Bri- 
gade” under him, and he manages everything, to my great relief. 
Iam, general, most truly, with high respect, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpe@rs. 8TH AND 9TH DisTS., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
’ In the Field, Camp John Ross, February 6, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 
. $tr: Up to date I am still without dispatches or orders from you. My 
purpose has been to keep the enemy across the Arkansas River, to de- 
moralize them there as much as possible by secret agents, and to feed 


the destitute and starving people of an overrun and war-ridden country. | 


So far allhas gone well. . I have been very active cleaning out the bush- 
whackers, who might assail our transportation in the spring, and en- 


deavoring to restore the doubtful to loyalty. The result, in the latter 


way, is also good and hopeful. 
There is nothing now to hinder a forward movement to the Arkansas 
River but subsistence. There the country affords none; here it keeps 
all my force busy to secure it and to do the other necessary work. If 
I had the 200 wagons taken from the line of Fort Scott transportation, 


_ and had in them the supplies that they and what I have could carry, I 
could go in four days to Fort Smith, take and hold it, or to Fort Gib- | 


son, before the enemy could re-enforce it; throw up earthworks there 
or at Fort Gibson, reach into the Indian Nation clear to the Texas line, 
and be ready, when a larger army comes into Arkansas, with such leader 


as might be sent, to co-operate with him, starting from the line of the 


Arkansas. 

If the 200 wagons could not be obtained, I could get on with 100 
more. If the Department of the Interior moves the refugees, as their 
agent proposes doing, all I need is fifty or sixty days’ rations to hold 
the line.of the Arkansas until the middle of April, or later, or until a 
heavy army could take the field and grass teams carry our supplies. I 
am now ready for such a movement, but unless you order it I shall not 


run forward and then run back for bread. With the supplies I speak 


+ 
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of, I could stay. If I am to do so, I should like a regiment of infantry. 
The Twelfth Kansas is now at Fort Scott, and I heard General Blunt. 
had intended them to come here, but pardon me for any suggestion as_ 
to the force. 

I would like, if Iam to remain in the Indian command, to have a’ 


couple of companies of well-drilled regular infantry, as an example. pe 
dians are imitative, and I think, frankly, that some volunteers would be | 


benefited by it. Besides, I ought to have a mustering officer or an in- 
spector-general here. 

I assumed command of the district, but made no formal district 
organization until I saw whether I was likely to retain it. I had no- 


} 


desire, in any shape, to embarrass the action of any officer who might 
supersede me, and have to organize for a spring campaign, the more so | 


that I had organization sufficient for my necessary business. 
Anxious for your snsceucaoN>, I remain, with respect, 
"WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


e 


Hpqrs. 8TH AND 9TH Dists., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp John Ross, February 6, 1863. 
Major- General CURTIS, 
Commanding Depar tment of the Missouri: 


Str: The commands here at Fayetteville post, Fort Blunt (below 


Maysville), are in good condition. Lieutenant Phillips is at Park Hill, | 
with train ‘of subsistence for refugees. He is expected back to- -morrow, 
Heard from him this morning, all ri ight. 

I sent Captain Lucas, Sixth Kansas, toward Cane Hill, with 160 men 
and one howitzer, to clean out a bushwhacking force that was gathering 


between that place and Illinois. We have intensely cold weather and 


snow. I have several parties out to track these bushwhackers up. 


Captain Christy, Third Indian Regiment, has just returned from’ 


Arkansas River, opposite Fort Smith. In the cane, on this side of the 


river (in the big bend), there are about 300 half-breeds and whites of the 
Nation, who have forsaken Stand Watie. They refuse to go south of 
the riv er, and do not appear to want to fight, but are, I suspect, afraid 
of the old feud between them and the full- ‘Dloods of the Nation. fi think 
the case is one requiring rather delicate handling, but from which good 
results may follow. 

I learn that General Cooper has. left Shelbyville, and is above North 
Fork, on the Canadian River. He has Scanland’s and another Texas 
battalion, but few Indians. His effective force is small, and he appears 
to be subsisting. 

Another scout, First Lieutenant Fox- -Killer, arrived from below last 
night. Except guerrilla companies of mounted men, from 40 to 200, 
that prowl about, I do not think there is at the present moment any 


a 


force above Clarksville. At Webber’s Falls, Lieutenant-Colonel Parks | — 


has the remnant (all that is left) of Colonel Watie’s force. Watie in 
person is at Briartown. 

T have just learned that a ‘long line of persons,” many on foot, are 
straggling up this way through the snow from the direction of the 
Creek Nation. They wear on their hats a white badge of cloth, on the 
right side, the sign agreed upon with McIntosh’s men as the one to 
wear when they come within our camp as friends. 

I have sent a train of 25 wagons and some ambulances to Iayette- 


ville, to move the sick and wounded who are sufficiently convalescent 


f 
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es (as all are reported to be) to Fort Scott. I deemed it better to reduce 


the proportions of. a hospital in such an advanced position as soon as'I 
could with propriety do so. Shall the sick and wounded of General 


- Herron’s command be sent to Springfield or remain at Fayetteville? 


aD Major-General CuRTIS, U.S. Army: 


With respect, I remain, your obedient servant, 
; WM. A, PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Camp MoRGAN, JACKSON CouNTY, MiIssouRI, 
February 7, 1863. 


Sir: The troops of your command in this section of the country 


are committing outrages known only to barbarians, such as the killing 

of innocent and defenseless men, burning houses, and banishing men, 
women, and children, for no other cause than being opposed to the 
~ negro-thieving policy of the Administration, and they say that it is 


agreeably to your orders. Now, sir, 1 want t know if such is the case. 


And if, like the other Federals, you undertake to justify such conduct, 
under the pretext that your troops have been bushwhacked, I will let 
_ you know that there is not a bushwhacker in this county, nor has there 
been since Quantrill entered the Confederate States army, though I 


believe it is true that there are 100, more or less, Confederate soldiers 
in Jackson County that are often, to use Federal phraseology, “ com- 


_pelled” to ambuscade your troops to save their lives, as there is no dis- 
. position to show them any quarter. Further, I would ask of you to 


inform me whether it is tolerated by you or not, this taking of Confed- 
erate soldiers and throwing them into prison, and, when they get sick, — 
give them poison instead of medicine. This was done at Warrensburg. 


_ Another was taken and shot at Lone Jack; this one was a hospital 


nurse. Now, sir, if this is permitted, I will not only hoist a black flag, 
as Major Foster did last summer, but I will fight under it, and show 


- no quarter to any claiming protection under the Stars and Stripes. If 
- this is your mode of warfare, you will please inform me, by the publi- 
_ cation of such orders in the Republican. 


8S. COCKERILL, 
Colonel, C. 8. Army. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Deane DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 


No. 12. Saint Louis, February 7, 1863. 


J. District commanders are authorized to convene military commis- 
sions, the duties, purposes, and jurisdiction of which are set forth by 
Major-General Halleck, in General Orders, No. 1, January 1, 1862. But 
all sentences of such commissions, extending to loss of life, banishment, 
confiscation of property, or imprisonment exceeding the term of thirty 
days, must be confirmed by the commanding general of the department 
(or higher authority), and no case which, by the rules and articles of 
war, is triable by a general court-martial will be tried by a military com- 
mission. Hereafter no punishment such as above mentioned will be 
imposed by any commander within this department except by sentence 
of a court-martial or military commission. 

If. District commanders, where their commands are equal to a bri- 
gade, may also (as commanding separate brigades) convene general. 
courts-martial. Such commanders will select a suitable officer from 
those under their command (a lieutenant, if possible), to be detailed 


x a> ‘ 
Cnar. XXXIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. i LOS s 
: 


from these headquarters and assigned to duty at the headquarters of 
the district as judge-advocate. 

III. It will be the duty of the district judge-advocate to revise charges 
and specifications, and see that they are technically correct before sub- 
mitting them for trial to a general court-martial or military commis- 
sion, and to draw up proper charges and specifications for trial in any 
case that may be submitted to him by his commanding officer. He will 


also report by letter, and from time to time, as circumstances seem to: 


require, for instructions to the judge-advocate at these headquarters.. 

IV. Commanding officers and provost-marshals will make it a special 
duty to ascertain, as far as possible, all cases of violations of the rules 
and articles of war, and of the laws of war, in their respective districts 
or sections, such as of spies, disloyal persons, guerrillas, and individuals 
that have violated oaths of allegiance or paroles (in case there be such), 
and will report them to the commanding officer of the district, who will 
cause their arrest, imprisonment, and trial, as hereinbefore set forth. It 
is believed that a great number of persons within our lines are carrying 
on treasonable correspondence with the enemy, rendering him all the 
aid and comfort in their power, and themselves amenable to the articles 
of war as spies. Doubtless, also, numerous regularly employed spies of 
the enemy frequent our camps and cities. Such persons, whether male 
or female, old or young, will be brought to trial, and the strict severity 
- of military law administered as soon as practicable. 

YV. As the rebel forces retire and civil authority resumes its proper 
functions, many offenses may be turned over to the courts of law for 
trial. This relates to offenses that are both military and civil, but the 
right to a more summary proceeding by military power cannot be relin- 
quished during a state of war. 

By command of Major-General Curtis: 

H. Z. CURTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR. | Hpqrs. DistRicT oF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, February 8, 1863. 


The President of the United States, Secretary of War, and all the 
general officers of the army having issued orders against straggling, 
plundering, and marauding, and affixed to such offenses the penalty of 
death, therefore notice is given to this command that any soldier that 
straggles from his camp, or enters a private dwelling, or takes property 
belonging to a citizen, will be tried on the spot by a drum-head court- 
martial, and its sentence be immediately carried into effect. The gen- 
eral commanding will not allow his troops to suffer while the citizens 
around them have plenty. Heintends that, when necessary, they shall 
live off of the country, but that what they need shall be taken by proper 
officers, and vouchers for it given, to be paid upon proof of the loyalty 
of the owner. 

This policy will make it an object for citizens to be loyal, and con- 
vince them that the Government intends only the suppression of rebel- 
lion and the restoration of order. 

The commanding officer of the expedition to Yazoo Pass will have 
this order read to his command. 

By order of Brigadier-General Gorman : 
J. W. GORMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


‘LOA / MO,, ARK., -KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. NW. Ww. (Cnar. XXXIV. 


Lf ni , Sian Paraiso sh 
Washington, February Us 9, 1863. 


- Major-General Pops, Madison, Wis.: 


Your attention is Soseeuiade called to the condition of the Sioux 
and other Indians on the frontiers of Dakota Territory. Mr. Burleigh, 
United States Yankton agent, represents that they are preparing for 


_ hostilities against the whites. 


EL Wi HALLEOK, 
“General-in- Chief. 
War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, February 10, 1863. : 
Major-General CurTIS, Saint Louis, Mo.: | 
Information received here to the effect that most of the rebel forces 
have left Arkansas to concentrate on Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and 


that as many as 10,000 more men can be safely sent from your depart- 


ment against Vicksburg. Your attention is earnestly called to the 
necessity of sending down the Mississippi everything that can possibly 


be spared. The President is exceedingly anxious that, if possible, you 


send more troops to Vicksburg. 
i H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Ohief. 


KEOKUK, low, February 10, 1863. 


- Major-General CuRTIS: 


DEAR Sie: Five days ago I passed into Southern Iowa at Burling- 
ton, and have come to this city through Mount Pleasant, Ottumwa, 
Croton, Farmington, &c., and what I have read in newspapers and seen 


and heard in hotels and at. railroad stations satisfies me of the existence of 


an alarming state of things in this region and contiguous parts of Ilinois, 
which needs but some decided event, such as a failure of the Federal arms 
at Vicksburg, Port Hudson, or Tullahoma, to produce the wildest social 
convulsions, and possibly bring about the shedding of blood. In this 
view, the letters which I inclose are deserving of attention. Nothing 
is so well calculated to ward off trouble as to be prepared for it. Longer 
to neglect the thorough arming of the ‘ Border Brigade,” spoken of by 
Mr. Hiatt, and its supply with ammunition, it seems to me, would be 
next to criminal. 

A decided success at the first struggle to come, be it on the Potomac, 
in Tennessee, or on the Mississippi, would doubtless quell the spirit of 
insubordination that is now rising here and hereabout; but a failure, 
and I fear the loyal people of this region will be compelled to “see 
sights. ” There is much anxiety, and not a little depression here. 

Mr. Gerring is very sick. I am told that months must elapse before, 
if ever, he will be able to attend the duties which you assigned to him. 
That being so, would it not be well at once to designate Mr. Hiatt in 
his stead? » 

Very respectfully, yours, 
W. D. GALLAGHER. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Saint Louis, February 24, 1863. 
Respectfully: referred, for the information of commanding general, to 


show how restrictions on trade are urged by the agent of the Treasury, 


_W. D. GALLAGHER, Esq., 
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- I would take off restriction on everything but arms and ammunition 


- in Northern Missouri, if the loyal sentiment were not so earnestly op- 


posed to it. I am doing it gradually. 
; SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 
! 


OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL | 
OF THE IOWA AND ‘MISSOURI BORDER, 
Keokuk, Iowa, February 9, 1863. 


Special Agent, Treasury Department : 


DEAR Sir: Our personal relations, and reference to some matters 
within your Department, must be my excuse for taxing you with this 


- letter. You know why I feel an especial interest in this section, and — 


something of my anxiety to be of service to it, and if you can, inci- 
dentally or otherwise, strengthen my hands, I feel that you will do so. 
The political condition of the’ country bordering on the line dividing 
Missouri and lowais anomalous. It being but a land line, the relations, 
business, social, and political, of the people of each side have been, and 
are, necessarily intimate. While it is true that there has been open re- 
bellion only upon one side, it is not to be presumed that the sentiment 
has been similarly restricted. In point of fact, and I speak it with deep 
humility, there is a disloyal element on the lowa side, dangerous from 
its magnitude and its viruience. This element, secretly fusing with 


- avowed disloyalty across the border, has given to the latter a power for 


evil that it never would otherwise have had. It is this very influence 
that has so much embarrassed the execution of the wise restrictions of 
your Department upon trade in certain articles; through it rebels are | 
furnished with arms and munitions of war. At the same time these 
rebel sympathizers, protected by the broad shield of a loyal State, clamor 


in safety against the Government for enforcing laws that deprive the 


manlier part of their fraternity of the means for doing evil, and in this 
clamor, by using most insidious means, they often get good men to join. 
Magnifying a temporary inconvenience into a personal injury, they per- 
suade men of limited vision, who cannot see the end, that the Govern- 
ment is depriving them of sacred rights. But believe me, sir, there 
pever was a time when your restrictive orders preventing rebels from 
obtaining supplies of certain things needed to be so rigidly enforced 
as now, and for the same reason, it is important that loyal men be sup- 
plied with those articles. It should be done, however, upon a system 
and with a discrimination that would prevent mistakes. 

In illustration of this necessity, I inclose a copy of a letter from a loyal 
and responsible citizen of Clark County. I have received many others 
of the same tenor from along the border, and I have sent intelligent and 


- competent men to investigate thoroughly the foundation for such state- 


ments. Their reports more than confirm Captain Jobnson’s. He has 
not embellished facts, nor has he conveyed the urgency of prompt action 
in the matter. 

It is painful, Mr. Gallagher, to a loyal, earnest man to be in a posi- 
tion where he can see clearly danger gathering and darkening over his 
fatherland, and yet be powerless to avert it. I can make this plaint 
to you, for you were mainly instrumental in my being placed here; and 
now, to do what might and should be done to arrest this rising storm, 
I need some recognition from the Government; authority from the Gov- 
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ernor to vitalize and mobilize the ‘“‘ Border Brigade,” and the control of 
arms and ammunition. Thus clothed, I will answer with my head for 
the substantial peace of this district. It is true, the Governor has 


instructed the “Border Brigade” to obey my orders, but I can only use .__ 


~ them as a provost guard, and when they appeal to me for arms, or other 
necessary equipments, I can only say “‘ powerless.” 

I do not complain of a want of labor in my position; it is abundant 
and perplexing enough; but I almost regret the possession of percep- 
tive faculties, that enable me to see so much more that ought to be done. 

There is a matter, I think of grave moment, to which the attention of 
Government ought to be promptly and earnestly called. My position 
brings me in contact with a great many returned soldiers from the 
Army of the Mississippi, and I find among them an almost universal 
feeling of intense bitterness, from the conviction that they have been, 
and are, used principally for the benefit of cotton speculators, officers, 
and outsiders. Judging from what I have seen and know, this is the 
deadliest poison at work in the army, and if an antidote is not found 
soon, it will be reduced to a skeleton—nothing left but officers and 
camp followers. 

Pardon me for taxing your time so extensively, and believe me, my 


dear sir, very truly, yours, 
J. M. HIATT. 
{Sub-Inclosure.] . 


OSCEOLA, February 5, 1863. 
J. M. Hrart, Provost-Marshal : 


Sir: I am induced to write and lay before you our grievances and 
wants. 
1st. We are in a strong Union country, in proportion to our popu- 
lation, and rebel sentiments have heretofore been badly rebuked. Of 
late, since large numbers of our men have gone into service, Northern 
rebels have become bold and insolent, and in this place are holding 
their meetings of the K. G. C., as we believe, nearly public. At their 
~ Jast meeting, they made a display of clubs and pistols, and talked of 
being able, and rather anxious, to clean out this ‘Abolition town.” 
They say they are organized ; that they can, and will, bring 500 from 
Madison County and 200 from Decatur, who will burn up the town and 
clean out the Abolitionists, &e. 

A lieutenant of the State militia, of Decatur County, went through 
here a few days since to see the Governor. He says the rebels in his 
county are scouring the country at night. The same is true of this 
county. They claim the right to avow their rebel sentiments whenever 
and wherever they please, and in the most provoking manner possible, 
and swear the marshal can make no more arrests here, &c. You cer- 
tainly know how they are doing the work of their master. 


2d. We want ammunition, and have as yet tried in vain to procure it. ~ 


We have three companies of Home Guards in this county, or have had, 
but they are nearly all gone to war, and their places are taken by old 
men and boys, who want to.do service if the wolf comes, but we are un- 
prepared. There are in all about 175 muskets in the county, and not 
over one load to each gun. We are advised to apply to you. Now, sir, 
you know our helpless condition, and if you can aid us with eartridges 
and especially musket caps, we pray you do so. 

That there will be trouble here [have nodoubt. Itis only a question 


of time. We want more guns, cartridges, caps, powder, and lead. 


\ 


the powder and lead. We have a-small cannon here that we expect to 
“use as a signal to call in our forces if needed, provided we get powder. 

iy Fr. W. JOHNSON, 

xs ; Captain Clarke County Union Guard. 


({Inclosure No. 2.] 


OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL 
OF THE JowA AND MissouRI BORDER, 
Keokuk, Iowa, February 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS: 


“you are acquainted. 

Mr. Snow has for four months past been discharging the duties of 
-provost-marshal for Wapello County, and reporting to me. 

The termini of two railroads being in that county, it is a kind of 
center for deserters, rebels, and contraband trade. 


_ ¢an give you reliable information of the state of things along a consid- 
erable extent of the border. Mr. Gallagher, when he returns to Saint 
Louis, will confer with you in reference to the same matter. 

f I am, most respectfully and truly, yours, 

: J. M. HIATT, 

: Provost-Marshal- General, Ge. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 11, 1863. 
“May Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief, Washington: 
GENERAL: Your telegraphic dispatch of vostordag® saying you are 
_ informed the “‘ most of the rebel force have left Arkansas to concentrate 
on Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and that as many as 10,000 more men 
can be safely sent from your department against Vicksburg,” is re- 

ceived. 

My information, direct from Batesville, is that Holmes, Hindman, 
and Marmaduke are in the neighborhood of Little Rock, Marmaduke 
being on the south side of White River. It seems to me almost i impos- 
sible , for Holmes and Hindman to get through to the Mississippi at this 
season of the year, and their army must be still in Arkansas, more con- 


- centrated than formerly. If this be so, they must have at least 30,000 - 


- or 40,000. troops, while my forces, under Davidson and Schofield, are 
about 20,000 available, movable force. Davidson’s force is near West 
“Plains and Schofield’s near Crane Creek, each extending down into 

_ Arkansas. These two forces can move so ‘as to check raids into North- 

ern Arkansas, and repress insurrections feared in Missouri. In my 

_ judgment they should be retained till gunboats can permanently assist 

in holding White River and Arkansas, when they should move down 

- nearer the Arkansas, driving and holding the enemy below that river. 

If, however, the Arkansas troops have, as you suppose, gone to Vicks- 
burg, Davidson’s force can be moved to Saint Genevieve in about twelve 
- days, and it will take ten days more to get them to Vicksburg. Snow, 
_ rains, and high anes make it very difficult to move, but I try to have 


“There are rifles, shot-guns, and pistols here that can be used if we have ° 


GENERAL: This will be handed you by C. E. Snow, esq., with whom 


Mr. Snow’s labors have been arduous and valuable. I deem it fortu-. 
nate to have obtained the services of so good a man at that point. He. - 


co XXXIV} CORRESPONDENCE, ETC:—UNION. (9° 107 


veh gee Ayes aN is % »* ANA ets 


\ 
U 


4108 «© MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W.  (Cwar. XXIV. 


my troops always ready, and have directed General Davidson to move 
- eastward for the purpose of conforming to your wishes. A large por- 
tion of my troops are mounted, the better to get through mud, but the 
more difficult to transport by river. I cannot select infantry and artil- 
lery, as my forces are not near together, and by so doing I would de- 
stroy the organizations and the effitiency of the remainder. ‘ Ths, 
In view, therefore, of the probability that the rebel force is still in 
the central part of Arkansas, and the danger to Arkansas and Missouri, . 
and the difficulty of moving so far in time to be of use in Vicksburg, I 
most respectfully express my convictions against the movement. These 
frontier forces are our only reserves for contingent necessities west of 
‘the Mississippi, and, in my judgment, they should not be weakened. 
Things are very quiet now, but great fears are entertained of more 
trouble as soon as spring opens. I submit the matter, however, to your 
judgment, willing to make great. hazards for success at Vicksburg. I 
send this by Mr. Chapman, a most worthy and reliable Union man, of 
this city. 
I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
SAML, R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


{ 


 HpagrRs. 8TH AND 9TH Dists., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp John Ross, February 11, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


Sir: Up to date I have neither dispatch nor order from you since I 
received command of this department. 

Lieutenant Phillips, Third Indian Regiment, who has just returned 
from the Arkansas River at Fort Gibson, having escorted a train of 
breadstuffs to the Nation, reports all quiet on this side. A portion of 
his command, 70 men, crossed the Arkansas River. Captain Lucas, 
Sixth Kansas Cavalry, has just returned from Illinois,* and the direc- 
tion of Cane Hill. The guerrillas he was after retreated south, and he 


could not overtake them. I learn from scouts in the Nation that.Gen- — 


eral Cooper has retreated to Boggy Depot, near Red River. Colonel 
Watie and Major Bryan have a command at Leaning Rock, near North 
Fork, Canadian River. The mules belonging to their transportation 
were dying very fast; 40 died in one night last week. I learn that they 
have driven up cattle and are yoking them up as oxen. They have 
driven the greater portion of their horses and ponies into Texas, and 
all their men are thus dismounted except Butler’s and Brewer’s com- 
panies. 

Opposite Fort Smith, in the cane bottoms, are 200 or 300 men, who 


do not desire to cross the river or join the rebellion army, but who © 


have been in the rebel army, and are afraid of the loyal Cherokees. I 


have sent secret agents to them, assuring protection to those of them to . 


whom it would be prudent to extend it. They are mostly half-breeds, 
or partially white men, but are disgusted with the rebellion. I do not 
think it would be advisable to enroll them in either of the two Cherokee 
regiments (Second and Third), but if a sufficient number come over, 
they could be enrolled in a separate battalion, and added perhaps to one 


of the new regiments. Fort Smith has not yet been re-enforced; there | 
are the remains of five regiments there, guarding 1,500 sick and wounded. — 


Pre Np AR « 


* Tlinois is a station on the railroad south of Cane Hill, . . Re 
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I directed Colonel Harrison to send another scout to Clarksville, as 
also secret spies into the place. I expected to hear from there ere this. 
I desired to know if Marmaduke’s cavalry division had gone round there 


_ from White River, or where it was, as it behooves me to watch and 
_ know its movements. 


The necessity of gathering food and forage for the Nation from a long 
range calls for a distribution of my forces. I have force enough to meet 
Marmaduke, if I have my command together. ai: 

The post at Neosho guards my line of transportation and protects the 
refugee Cherokee families. I had to re-enforce the post with another 
company of the same regiment, as [Congreve] Jackson and [T. R.] Liv- 
ingston were getting troublesome in that country. 

There is great destitution in the Nation. My transportation is inad: 
equate, and every time a train goes down into the Nation with flour or 
meal there are hundreds of hungry persons who have been waiting for 
days. All the breadstuffs I send are of flour and meal made in Arkan- 
sas, or hauled from Western Arkansas into the Nation to grind. <Ac- 
count of it is properly kept, and Judge Keys and Judge Thom, together 
with Rev. Evan Jones, the able and venerable missionary, attend to 
disbursements. The first was 10 pounds per head; the second and 


- third, 8 pounds. 1 do not yet know the last pro ratas. I start my sup- 


ply train to Fort Scott to-day. If the other.200 wagons are sent back 
to the line, I could take fifty days’ rations for my command, and one new 


regiment, if raised, and I propose to occupy the Arkansas River and 


penetrate beyond it by the 1st of March. 
I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
: WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


; OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL, 
SEVENTH DISTRICT, NORTHWESTERN DIVISION, 
Smithton, Worth County, Mo., February 12, 1863. 


Major-General CuRTIS, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


DEAR Sir: The great anxiety I have for the restoration and perpe- 
tuity of our once happy country is the only excuse I have for again 
presuming to address you. I will not be tedious. 

Cool deliberation and observation prove to us beyond doubt that our 
liberties, and the cause we fight to sustain, are eminently endangered 
by leading military men affiliating with sympathizers, and winking at 
their fiendish opposition to the Government. Persons from abroad are 


traveling through these upper counties by night, organizing Knights 


of the Golden Circle. One of those travelers became drunk, and fell 


_ into the hands of our unconditional Union men, who were initiated and 


let into the secret plans of operation, the most important of which was 
that there were 800 guns at Maryville, Nodaway County, and the same 
number at Albany, Gentry County, and that as soon as they could raise 
or initiate into the circle men to rise en masse and overpower the guards 


- and take the guns for Jeff. Davis’ use, they would do it. 


As Col. Manlove Cranor and Lieut. Col. J. W. Curry, of Gentry County 
regime, have declared boldly their opposition to the Administration and 


_ the war, it is believed that they, too, are Knights. Lieutenant-Colonel 
-Cranor denounces us as unconditional negroes, and does all he dare do 


to encourage rebels and dishearten Union men. Our people call for a 
change. We are oppressed and discouraged, and cannot carry out your 


__ orders under the present rule, If the present going of things is not 
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checked, supporters of the Government, without roehant to previous. 
political opinions, will be down-trodden ’and driven from the country 
by secessionists under the garb of democracy. 

Again we pray your honor to give us a brigadier of the type of Ben. 
Loan, and under officers to suit, that we may serve our country without 
being unjustly oppressive to any; otherwise our future is dark. 

Believing that you have information from others also how matters 
have been going in this district, I subscribe myself, with much respect, 
your obedient servant, 

T. H. COLLINS, 
Provost-Marshat. 
, (Indorsement. } 
Saint Lovuts, February 23, 1863. 

This is a specimen letter coming in from all corners of the State. I 
consider it necessary to have some reliable United States troops in 
_ every district to keep the peace in States that have been infested with 
rebel forces. 

This is respectfully forwarded, for the information of the Commanding 
General, Washington. 


o 


SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Hpqgrs. 127TH Div., 13TH A. C., DEPT. OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Helena, February 13, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, ; + 
— Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


IT have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of an order issued by 
_ Major-General Grant, commanding the Department of the Tennessee, — 
reorganizing into divisions and brigades the troops in your department 
at Helena.* 

I have the honor also to inform you that Brigadier-General Prentiss, 
of the Department of the Tennessee, has been assigned by General 
Grant to the command of this district. 

Since the arrival of General Prentiss, he has assigned me ‘to the com- 
mand of all three divisions for all military purposes. General Halleck’s 
order directed General Grant (a copy of which I herewith incloset) to 
assume command of all your forces within the reach of orders tempo- 
rarily. 

Now, the question which I desire to present to you is whether any 
one but General Halleck can reorganize the troops in your department, 
and assign a general belonging to another department to command those 
in yours? 

General Prentiss was ordered to report to the general commanding 
the Department of the Tennessee; I was ordered to report to the gen- 
eral commanding the Department "of the Missouri. I learn that there 
are doubts at headquarters as to the authority to make this change. 
By making the organization, and placing it in General McClernand’s 
‘army corps, it ev idently looks to permanency. 

In addition to this, General Ross, of the Department of the Tennessee, 
has been sent here to take command of a division, and, as he ranks 
General Hovey some three days, it compels Hovey to go back to the 
command of a brigade, while General Washburn, who is junior to Gen- 
eral Hovey by nearly one year, is placed in command of a division of. 
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i cavalry. This General Hovey protests against most bitterly. Allthese °° 
orders I have promptly obeyed and faithfully executed, and am on the 


kindest and most agreeable terms with General Prentiss and all others. _ 


only, until the water falls, and this may not occur until midsummer, and 
there do not seem to be two opinions on the subject, so far as my in- 
formation goes. Most probably there will be a demonstration upon 
Little Rock and Pine Bluff. Is this, therefore, to be done by you in 
your own department, or by others out of it? Iam ready to co-operate 
with anybody or any general in any department where we can have 
active service, and will do so heartily and cordially. I know of no rule 
but strict obedience to orders, without evasion or mental reservation. 
I want to hear from you on this subject. 
I am, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 
W. A. GORMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


JEFFERSON Crry, Mo., February 14, 1863. 


_ General CuRTIS, Saint Louis: 


Last night I received the following from Independence: 


McFerran’s order for five companies is here. J have discovered that the men of 
each company have passed resolutions to resist. I will do my best. 
W. R. PENICK. 

I sent a reply, which will keep them quiet for the present. I propose | 
being in Saint Louis to-morrow night, if no instructions to the contrary 


are received. j 
is BEN. LOAN, 
Brigadier-General, Missouri State Militia. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., 
* February 14, 1863—8.20 p. m. 
Major [H. Z.] Curtis, Saint Louis: : 
I suppose Colonel McFerran has issued orders on his own motion. 
By telegraph I have corrected existing errors, I hope. Serious danger 
apprehended at Kansas City on account of the assumption of the com- 


' mand there by Colonel Kersey Coates, Enrolled Missouri Militia. Union 


citizens are opposing him, and have telegraphed for assistance, which 
has been ordered. 
BEN. LOAN, 
Brigadier-General, Missouri State Militia. 


Hpgrs. 8rH AND 9TH DIsTs., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp John Ross, February 15, 1863. 


Major-General CURTIS, a ae 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


Sir: I have just received instructions that a force of the enemy is on 


_ Arkansas River, at Clarksville, and a cavalry force at Ozark. Both of 


these points were occupied by my scouts a few days ago, but a rebel 


~ force of some size, with steamboats (eight reported going up), have 
moved up this way. 


A Mr. Powell, living 45 miles. southeast of Fayetteville, reports to 
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Colonel Harrison that. the force of General Hindman is approaching. 


I learned from Van Buren that a rebel force was expected at Clarks- — 


ville the day before it got there. 


_ It may be possible that the enemy intends to try and drive me out of 
Arkansas this winter, although such a movement on his part would be ~ 


- difficult. The roads in all Northwestern Arkansas are nearly impassa- 


ble—deep mud; no subsistence, or very little, for man or beast. I am 
glad to report the hospital removed (except a small number that could 
not be moved) from Fayetteville. Part of my supply train and ambu- 
lances took the wounded and sick of the First Division, Army of the 
Frontier; the rest went to Springfield. 

Colonel Harrison is intrenching. 

The half of my command is out, and I have sent to recall it. I shall 
move as soon as possible in close supporting distance of Fayetteville. 
If the enemy moves on Fayetteville, I shall move my command to meet 
him. Iam inclined to believe that the movement is an attempt, under 
cover of a heavy cavalry force, to send the eight boats, loaded with corn, 
to Fort Smith and Van Buren; if so, I shall endeavor to cut them off. 
LT immediately sent to Colonel Harrison to send light scouts and spies 


‘to ascertain whether. such was the fact. I also sent reliable scouts and 


spies from my own camp. 

I learn positively that greatest distress exists at Fort Smith and 
Van Buren among citizens and rebel soldiers. As my scouts, in force, 
have touched Arkansas River every few days, from Clarksville to Fort 


_ Gibson, the enemy can'send up no boats, save under a cover of a heavy 


force, and these, with other circumstances, have led me to suspect such 
a movement, rather than an attack in front from Little Rock, or on my 
flank from White River. Military movements look almost impossible 
in the present condition of the roads, but we can move if the rebels can. 

Besides the earthworks being thrown up at Fayetteville, I have a 


party fortifying on the Line road (between the Nation and Arkansas). 


The latter, from the Third Brigade, is merely for the protection of an 
outpost until I can support it. Of course, I do not expect to depend 
much on any fortifications I could erect or continue to occupy now. 
If the army of Hindman moves this way, it is extremely probable that 
its forage necessities may detach it from his infantry, which might 
afford an opportunity to attack him in detail. I still cannot believe 
it more than a movement up the river. 

. My sending supplies to the Indian Nation has exercised the rebels very 
much, and is rapidly destroying all their influence in that country. As 
they threatened to take my subsistence train, twelve wagons of flour 
that went down a few days ago, I sent a strong force with it, with 
howitzers. ? 

I have a scout over to Canadian River. A communication was sent 
to some of my Indian captains by some of the officers with Colonels 


_Watie and Bryan, proposing to take or destroy the leaders who were 


ruining the country, and who held them (the parties corresponding) in 


_ fear, as they were suspected of a desire to turn over. I sent a command 


the Canadian River, as I deemed the matter of considerable impor- 
ance. 

The Indian council or congress is still in session, and when I move 
forward I shall have to leave a command to guard it. 

All my wagons are out with parties getting breadstuffs and forage, 
and I shall have to recall them before I move in force. ; 

With profound respect, I remain, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, — 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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a ‘ HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
a ; Washington, February 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SamurL R. Curtis, Saint Louis: 
GENERAL: Your letter of February 11 has been received and sub-.- 
mitted to the Secretary of War. | ; vy 
To operate from Rolla, SpringfiekKd, or Ironton against Western Ar- 
kansas is bad strategy at any time, and almost an impossibility in the 
_ winter season. The only grounds in justification of your movement in | 


and the complete blockade of the Mississippi River below Cairo. When 
that river was opened to Helena and the mouth of the Arkansas, the 
plainest principles indicated that all operations in Arkansas should be 
based on the Mississippi. The advantages of this plan are obvious: 
First, in securing beyond the possibility of a doubt our control of that 
river; second, in the facility of supplying our army.; third, in placing 
it between the enemy’s forces; fourth, in cutting off the enemy’s sup- 
: plies of arms, clothing, &c., from one direction and of provisions from 
the other, and, fifth, in having our forces,in position to operate on the 
; Lower Mississippi and open its navigation to the Gulf. This is not 
merely my opinion; the plan was some time ago discussed and approved 


by the best military men in our service. It was for these reasons that — 


I disapproved your bringing troops from Helena last summer to operate 
from the interior of Missouri against Arkansas, and it is for these rea- 
sons that I have opposed your retaining so many forces in Missouri, 
and have so often urged you to send all that could possibly be spared 
~ down the Mississippi. There is no enemy in Missouri nor near its bor- 
ders, except guerrillas and small detached forces. Retaining forces suffi- 
cient to hold a few important points—say, Springfield, Rolla, and Iron- 
ton—against raids, all available forces should operate from the Missis- 
sippi. With our army on their flank, no large army of the enemy would 
ever attempt to move from the Arkansas River into Missouri. If they | 
should do so, their capture would be certain. On the contrary, we may 
defeat the enemy a dozen times on the western border of the two States, 
and our victories, like those of Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove, be with- 
_ out important results. In addition to these military reasons, the Presi- 
dent, for reasons of his own, has repeatedly ordered that all available 
troops in your department be sent down the Mississippi. It is your 
duty, as well as mine, to carry out these instructions. The orders which. 
have been telegraphed to you have not designated how many troops you 
were to retain in Missouri; that question is left to your judgment and 
discretion, under the responsibility which any officer incurs when di- 
'_ rected to send’all available troops upon a specified point. 
: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


=I 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
\ Se Saint Louis, Mo., February 17, 1863. 
Col. WixL1AM A. PHILLIPS, ; 
Camp John Ross, near Indian Territory : 
'. CoLONEL: Your letters concerning the Indians have been duly re- 
- - eeived, and after laying them before General Blunt, and giving him my 
' ~ views, which generally concur with yours, I have sent them to head- 
quarters, Washington, with a request that they be laid before the In. 
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dian Bureau, which ought to take care of the matter of food, seeds, &e. 
You must keep the hospitals at Fayetteville supplied and supported in 
preference to all other wants. We cannot occupy the immediate valley 
of the Arkansas until we get full possession of the navigation of the 
Arkansas River, which we ought to have this winter. You are in Gen- 
eral Blunt’s command, and should report to him at Leavenworth, but at 
the same time also report. to these headquarters, if the lines to this 
point are convenient. Colonel Harrison is also reporting to you and to 
me. I hope the Indian legislature will repent the ordinance of seces- 
sion, but they must have their own way about the matter, and not be 
permitted to lay it upon any coercion of our troops. Yours is my ex- 
treme post command, and I regard it as very important. Great dili- 
gence and prudence are necessary to your security and success. I 
approve of your course so far, and hope you will continue to keep watch 
-and ward against a wily and unscrupulous foe. It is painful to hear of 
the suffering of the Indian inhabitants, who were so happy before the 
breaking out of this infernal rebellion. But we all have to suffer wher- 
ever the rebel flag is allowed to float. 
I am, colonel, very truly, yours, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AND NINTH DISTRICTS, 
‘Camp John Ross, February 17, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : ~ 
Sir: Lam again moving my whole command southwest. I have men 
out to support Colonel Harrison and hold or take the rebel force at Van 
Buren—nearly all my available mounted force—and I shall leave my 
trains at or near Bentonville, so as to be in supporting distance of- 
Fayétteville, in front of Fort Blunt, southwest on the line between the 
State and Nation, 20 miles distant, where I have a strong station, and 
also be in way of Elkhorn, by which point, if hard pressed so as to 
meet them, any re-enforcements must come. 

Here there is mud that often makes my wagons sink to the bed; swol- 
len streams that stop or retard my movements, and little forage. Still, 
I hope to be able to hold at least all we gained in autumn. 

Our Arkansas friends are anxious for us to make a forward move- 
ment southeast, but I have forbidden any, movement of my troops in 
that direction, unless needed to take the boats or forces that have ven- 
tured to Fort Smith. c 

Our friends in Arkansas are anxious to have us forward, to show 
their loyalty, but I have deemed it inexpedient to call out demonstra- 
‘tions of loyalty until we can protect them. Sea 

T have not taken Fort Smith (however easily done, and gratifying to | 
our pride it might be), until we can hold the line of the river. sete. 

I am still without dispatches or orders from you. Colonel Harrison 
informs me that General Schofield ordered the battalion of the Tenth 
Ilinois away from Fayetteville. I thought it strange that orders to 
weaken my force should be sent, and not to my headquarters. There 
are strong reasons why I would urge that those three companies should 
stay. The Arkansas forceis very raw, and ought not, I would respectfully 
suggest, be left without the countenance of other troops. The handful. 
of white troops I have got are insufficient to aid me in a proper disci- 
pline and restraint of the Indian troops, and I am in no condition to, 
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“spare any. Ihave still one party across Arkansas, on the Canadian 
River, on animportant expedition. The heavy force I had inthe NationI ~ 


have ordered to fall [back] from the west toward the heavy force I had © 
sent toward Ozark and Van Buren. I sent my train toward Fort ~ 
Scott three days ago. I sent the sick and wounded of the First Divis- 
ion with it, and have thus got Fayetteville clear of a hospital. 

As the Cherokee legislature has not yet adjourned, I left at Camp 
John Ross 100 men to guard it. I think they will be able to wind up 
and follow me in two days. : 


I have not yet heard a word about the transportation, about which I 


wrote (200 wagons). My commissary, Captain Heath, has gone to Fort 
Scott. If the wagons cannot be sent there, could they be loaded at — 
Springfield with commissary stores? If I had fifty days’ rations for 
my command, I would move on the river to-morrow. ; . 
I have ordered that, if any boats are taken, they be run up to, Gibson, 
under charge of Major I’oreman, rather than burn them, as we shall 
want them in the spring. ; 
Earnestly desiring dispatches, and determined not to be driven from 
Arkansas, I remain, with respect, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
[Tndorsement.] ; 


Better telegraph Phillips to hold back. 
SAML. R. CURTIS. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., February 17, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. H. H. SIBLEY, 
. Commanding District of Minnesota : 

DEAR GENERAL: I arrived here on the 14th, and yesterday received 
your letter of the 11th. As you know, it has always been my purpose’ 
to make a vigorous campaign against the Indians as soon as possible 
in the spring. I desire you to organize the expedition sent out from 
your district, and to command one column, with a general supervision 


- of the others from your district. J had hoped that yon could organize 


at least two columns, of sufficient strength, from your district, and hope 
still that you may be able to do so, The bulk of the troops in this de- 
partment are in Minnesota. I desire to send three columns into the 
field as soon as possible—one from head of navigation on Minnesota 
River, as you suggest; one from the border of lowa, by way of Big 
Sioux River, and one from Fort Randall, up the Missouri River. Some 
gmall force should also visit the Red Lake Indians. The only objection 
I have to your proposed organization is the small force of cavalry you 
propose to take. I should suppose that the main portion, if not the 
whole, of your force should be cavalry, with such artillery as is needed. 
I can only assemble, outside of your troops in Minnesota, about 2,000 
men for the Missouri River expedition, and these are mostly cavalry. 


I should like you to organize two columns, if you can, of sufficient 


strength to act separately. If not, you must move with one. I sup- 


-. ‘pose the horses bought last autumn, about 2,000 in number, would be 
- sufficient to give you a heavy cavalry force with each column, say one- 


half as strong as yourinfantry. I will have your requisitions attended 


to, and the supplies forwarded from Saint Louis as soon as the river is 


Fe navigable. I think your estimate for transportation very large, as on 
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such a campaign your meat ration will be taken on the hoof, and you 
need only sugar and coffee, flour (or hard bread), and salt, to be trans- 
ported in your wagons. Celerity of movement, as I need not suggest 
to you, is all-important on such expeditions; with much infantry and 
large wagon-trains, this would be next to impossible. Please make 
every arrangement to move at the earliest moment, and I call your at- 
tention again to an increase of the cavalry force. You will have to 
mount some of your infantry for the purpose, but as the main object is 
to transport your forces with the greatest rapidity from one point to 
another, this arrangement will answer. In relation to Indian prisoners, 
I hardly know how to answer you. I have endeavored to have some 
disposition made of the prisoners, so as to relieve the military of any 
charge of them, but, so far, unsuccessful. I will write again to the 
Government, and send your letter. Please write me fully, and give me 
all possible information concerning the Chippewas. I will write you 
fully as soon as full preparations are made for the campaign. 
Very respectfully, and truly, yours, 
JNO. POPE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., February 18, 1863. 
_ Major-General CURTIS: 
We are now sending 50 miles north and west of this place for forage, 
and our teams are being rapidly worn out by this immense labor. I 
must move my entire command at least 50 miles north from here, or else 
cross White River as soon as possible. I am decidedly in favor of the 
latter, and do not see any danger insuch a move. Two weeks more de- 
‘lay will place my command about 100 miles from Forsyth in the wrong 
direction. If you insist upon longer delay, I must, of course, submit, 
but I deem it my duty to give you the facts as clearly as possible, and 
my views of what should be done. Even now it will be very difficult 
to collect forage enough to last while crossing the river and reaching 
the nearest forage beyond. When it shall all be gone for a distance of 
80 or 100 miles from Forsyth, you can easily estimate the practicability 
of that route. The move now is barely possible. A short time hence it. 
will cost more mules than I have with the army. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 

“Milwaukee, Wis., February 18, 1863. 

Col. J. ©. KELTON, ‘ 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Headquarters of the Army: 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to state, for the information of the Gen- 
eral-in-Chief, that reports from General Sibley, from the Indian agents, 
and from other respectable persons on the frontier have been received 
here, and these reports all concur in representing that extensive prep- 
arations and combinations are being made among the Sioux for a 
renewal of hostilities in the spring. Little Crow, it is stated, has suc- 
ceeded in uniting several of the bands of the Upper Sioux, and that as 
many as 7,000 warriors will be brought into the field as soon as the 
spring fairly opens. This number is perhaps overestimated, but all in- 
dications point to some serious and extensive operations against the 
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white settlements, and it will be well to provide in time against such an _ 


outbreak. I have accordingly instructed General Sibley to organize two 
columns, if possible, to consist of not less than 2,500 men each, with six 
pieces of artillery to each column, and to be in readiness to take the 
field. as soon as the grass is sufficiently advanced to subsist his animals. 


One column will move north from the Saint Peter’s (Minnesota) River, at: 


the mouth of Yellow Medicine, the other along the Big Sioux or between 
that stream and the James River. The Indians are said to be assembled 


‘in the vicinity of Devil’s Lake, on the northern line of Minnesota, and 
these columns will move against them. At the same time I desire to — 


move a third column, under General Cook, up the Missouri River from 
Fort Randall, so as to intercept any retreat of the Indians to the south 
side of the Missouri. The attack of the Indians will doubtless be made 
upon the settlements along the Missouri and James Rivers, if their 


movements be not anticipated. The only troops I can give to General | 


Cook for this purpose are three companies of the Forty-first Iowa In- 


fantry, now at Sioux City, and part of the regiment of cavalry in Iowa, 
the organization of eight companies having been completed. I have 
written to Governor Kirkwood to send up the eight companies of cav- 
alry to report to General Cook at Sioux City, and I have suggested to 
him that he should fill up the Forty-first Regiment by organizing as soon 


as possible the remaining seven companies. In view of these opera- | 


tions in the spring, I request that the mounted regiments in Nebraska 
be placed at the disposal of General Cook for his movement up the Mis- 


souri. Under all.views of the Indian question, I think it very necessary © 


that demonstration in some force be made on the northern plains in the 
spring. I think, with the regiments of mounted men in Nebraska, the 
force will be sufficient. I will transmit to the Department copies of the 
reports of Generals Cook and Sibley. 
I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, February 18, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Headquarters of the Army: 


CoLONEL: I desire again to invite the attention of the General-in- 
Chief and the Government to the condition of the Indian prisoners now 
held in custody by the military authorities in the State of Minnesota. 
There are two classes of these prisoners. The first class numbers about 
270, and consists of those Indians immediately engaged in the outrages 
during the late Indian outbreak in Minnesota. ‘The second class num- 
bers about 1,800, and consists of the women and children and old men 
of Little Crow’s band of Sioux, who surrendered themselves to General 


_ Sibley during his campaign of last autumn. The care of these prison- 


ers is, under the circumstances, very embarrassing to the military au- 
thorities, and will interfere considerably with the projected spring 
campaign. It is also attended with much expense, which, by right, 
falls upon the Indian Department. A considerable force is required to 
guard these prisoners, not only to prevent escape, but to protect them 
against the inhabitants of the State, who are so influenced by the atroe- 
ities committed by the Indians that it has been with difficulty, and 
only by the use of considerable force, that they have been prevented 
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-from putting the Indians to death. This state of feeling is principally 
manifested toward the prisoners of the first class. I have the honor to 
— request that’ some immediate disposition be made of these Indian pris- 

“oners, so as to relieve the considerable force guarding them for active 
service in the spring. The Indian Department is properly chargeable — 
with the care of these Indians, and I recommend and request that they 
be turned over to that Department. The condemned Indians ought, at 
once, to be sent to some place of confinement out of the State. May 
I ask urgently speedy attention to'the request, in order that the troops 
now guarding these prisoners can be gotten ready for service on the ~ 
plains? Our operations will be embarrassed if deprived of the con- 
siderable force needed to guard and protect these Indian prisoners. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 19, 1863. 
Major-General CurTIS, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

GENERAL: I transmit herewith a copy of a letter from Colorado 
Territory * in regard to the retention of troops in that portion of the 
country. : 

- . Numerous communications have been received here to the same pur- 

port, both in regard to Colorado Territory and to Kansas. Every sec- 
- tion of the country seems determined to retain in its vicinity as many 
troops as possible, whether any enemy is likely to attack it or not. 
The object evidently is to profit by the expenditure of public money. 
. When troops are so much needed in the face of the enemy, on important 
points, it is the duty of military officers to resist these local influences, — 
and to concentrate his troops where they can do most service to the 
country. 

It is hoped that you will give this matter your early attention. 

Very respectfuily, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., February 19, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 

The Third Division has reached the headwaters of Finley Creek, in 
Webster County, where they have found forage enough for five or six 
days. Colonel Geiger reports the teams nearly all worn out and unfit 
' for service. The same is true of a large part of those in the other divis- — 
ions. I am compelled to repeat my opinion that the force should move 
eastward, and thus shorten the Rolla line until you are ready for it to 
advance into Arkansas. This would enable me to replace the worn-out 
teams by good ones, and send the former to Rolla to recruit. I am de- 
cidedly of the opinion that the advance, via Forsyth, must be made at 
once, if at all, for the reason stated in my last dispatch ;+ but the roads 
are still very bad, and the practicability of making the move extremely 
doubtful. 1 will do as you direct, to the best of my ability, but I seri- — 
ously apprehend the loss of my entire means of transportation. 

Very respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


* Not found, t See p. 116. 
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. GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, STATE OF Mo., 
No. 7 Saint Louis, February 19, 1863. 


The orders heretofore issued for the enrollment of the militia of this — 
- State did not contemplate the enrolling of disloyal persons and their 
organizations into companies indiscriminately with loyal citizens. It 
_ was specially required that all disloyal men should be enrolled as such, 
but their organization into companies was strictly forbidden. Some 

enrolling officers, however, allowed disloyal organizations to be per- 
fected, either through neglect or disobedience of orders, and others are 
still in progress of organization. 

For the purpose, therefore, of separating disloyalists from Union men, 
and in order that proper measures of precaution may be taken to pre-. 
vent the arming of such as cannot be trusted, it is hereby ordered that 
all commandants of regiments and battalions of enrolled militia report 
to the adjutant-general of the State, immediately on receipt of this 
order, such companies of their commands of which all or any consid- 
erable proportion of the men have been enrolled as disloyal, or are 
known to be so. 

All officers are strictly enjoined to see that no further organizations 
of this kind are made, and will report to their immediate commanders 
any which may be in progress of organization. ir 

By order of the commander-in-chief: 


WM. D. WOOD, 
Acting Adjutant-General. 


oa 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, February 20, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. H. H. SIBLEY, 
Commanding District of Minnesota : 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 16th has been received, and I must ex- 
press to you my surprise and regret at its contents. You have under 
your command five and a half regiments of infantry, one regiment 
nearly full of cavalry, and as much artillery as is needed for the force. 
You have plenty of horses to mount as much infantry as you desire, 
independent of the cavalry regiment, and yet you ask for more troops. 
So far as I know, there never yet has been assembled more than one- 
half of this force in this country for operations against Indian tribes, 

_-and, until the beginning of this civil war, 1 know no general who has 
ever commanded the amount of foree now under your immediate orders. 
So far from thinking you have too little force, my impression is, and has ~ 
been, that there are more troops in Minnesota than are needed there, 
and I beg you will make, as soon as practicable, every preparation to 
move against the Indians in the spring. ‘The large garrisons at every 
frontier village will be wholly unnecessary after you commence your 
campaign. In fact, I only left them where they are, to winter, to restore 
confidence to a population panic-stricken at the outrages lately com- 
mitted upon the frontier settlements, and not because they are really 
necessary to protect these places from danger. There are no troops in 
this State except the Thirty-first Regiment, now under orders from Wash- 

- ington to leave for the South. I shall not refer your letter to Wash- 

ington, where I am sure it will occasion as much surprise as it did me, 
until I hear from you again. Just consider, general, that you have 
- under your command quite one-half of the force constituting the whole 
-- of the old army before the war, and which was scattered over our 
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whole country, from the Mississippi to the Pacific. Two thousand men 4 


has always been considered a very large force, as it has been a very 


- unusual amount of force to be used in any of our most important expe-_ 
. ditions against the Indians; and surely now, vvhen the country is in- 


the most pressing need of troops at Murfreesborough and Vicksburg, 
you should consider carefully before, with more than twice that number 
of men in Minnesota alone, you apply for additional troops. I am sure 


you know, general, that I am very desirous of supporting you in every | 


possible way, and of assuring success in all your operations, but your 


application for more troops has so surprised me that I scarcely know . 


what to expect. Be good enough to send me, at once, a return of all 
_ the troops in your district, and, if you continue to ask for re-enforce- 
- ments, | must refer your letter to Washington, for the information of 
_the Government. A vigorous campaign must be opened against the 
Indians as soon as the spring opens, both from Minnesota and from the 
Missouri River. The routes of travel can only be made secure in this 


eo way. I shall with difficulty be able to assemble one-third of your 


force on the Upper Missouri (certainly I shall not be able to assemble 
one-half), and that force is considered abundant by both officers and 
agents in that section. I have little idea that any attack will be di- 
rected toward Minnesota while such a force as you have is in that 
State. On the contrary, all the information that reaches me makes it 
certain to my mind that if the Indians make any concerted movement 
it will be against the settlements in Dakota and along the Missouri 
River. Such an attack is ‘confidently expected by everybody in that 
region, and yet no one living there has placed the amount of force 
necessary for security, and to crush out the Indians, at more than 2,500. 


- I beg you to reconsider carefully your application for more troops, as I — 


shall dislike much to be obliged to forward it to Washington. 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 

Saint Louis, Mo., February 22, 1863. 

' Hon. CHARLES H. Howianp, 
. House of Representatives, Jefferson City: 

Yours (private) of the 19th is duly received. I know there are many 
aspirants for this command, which I neither sought nor desired, and 
some in the State who do not like my orders would also like to have a 
change. I always keep my trunk ready packed, knowing that a soldier 


pitt 


t 


must be toujours prét. For myself, 1am not the least anxious to remain. | 


T have administered the department just five months. If success affords 
proof-of my ability, I have no reason to doubt a fair public verdict, and 


the care, labor, and conflict of commands incident to the position are ex- - 


tremely oppressive on me. But, sir, I fully appreciate the difficulty of 
procuring a substitute which would fill the position with more fairness 
and success and at the same time give less occasion for doubts and dis- 
satisfaction. { have traversed most of this district in peace and in 
war; I have watched the varying hopes, fears, and purposes of rébel 
leaders; I know their desire to take advantage of every social, religious. 


or political sentiment, and I know how they rejoice at differences which . 


they seek to augment amongst us, and [ am doing all I can to keep our 


Union ranks steadily united against them. A shift of commanders is 
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one inode of operation, and a change of plans is another: I hope your 
body will settle some of the troublesome questions and relieve public 
anxiety in those respects. - In some respects, such a change as you sug- 
gest would necessarily involve partisan fears and hopes that would be 
pernicious and prejudicial to the harmony of our friends, but on other 


t 


accounts I would approve the change. It is not, however, likely to — 


transpire, or I am very much misinformed. 


We had quite a parade yesterday, and matters move quietly forward. 


I hope some of the House will do justice to our troops, if the attempt is | 
made.to charge them with controlling the elections. In one sense they 


did, and will. A majority of the voters being Enrolled Militia, they cast 
the most voies; but, to my knowledge, the election in Missouri last fall 


was the most quiet and free and fair ever had in this region, and I have 
rejoiced to see the propriety of our troops during the canvass and on the. 
day of election. Becanse all the voters were in some way volunteers, 


it is easy to charge every riot to the troops; but whoever saw as few — 


riots on election day as we saw at last fall’s election? I have seen sights 
of elections in Missouri, long before this war brought troops here. 


Truly, your friend, SAML. R. CURTIS, ' 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, February 23, 1863. 
Col. WitLIAM A. PHILLIPS, 
Commanding Indian Brigade : 

COLONEL: Your communication of February 6 to General Curtis, 
having been referred to me for consideration, and to give such instruc- | 
tions as I might deem proper, I would, therefore, suggest that the foree 
under your command be kept in as good condition as possible, to be 
prepared for active service as soon as there is grass sufficient to move a 
large body of troops. You will, in the mean time, endeavor to destroy 
all bands of guerrillas in Western Arkansas and the Indian Territory. 
Send scouts to penetrate as far south as practicable, to ascertain the’ 
feeling and disposition of the people. Endeavor to open communication 
with the Indians of the different tribes who have been misled into the , 
rebel service, and encourage them to abandon their hostility to the 
Government, promising them pardon and protection when they do so. 

It is my desire, as it always has been, to get the unfortunate refugees 


bs back to their homes at the earliest period practicable. With the co- 


Berea ESS 


operation of the Interior Department, which, I think, I will have, I see 
no reason why they should not be returned in the spring, at least that 
portion whose labor can be made available for raising a spring and sum- 
mer crop. 

The whole Indian country must be occupied next summer. The Indian 
troops will be used principally for that purpose, and it may be necessary 
to use a portion of the Union soldiers, if practicable, to cultivate the 
soil. The raising of a crop in the Indian country the coming season is 
of great importance, not only to sustain the refugees, but forage must 
be had for the use of the Government. The Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs has promised me that seeds of all kind shall be furnished early. 

You can assure the loyal Indians that nothing shall be wanting on my 
part to advance their interest. I shall leave all the details to be man- 
aged by you, knowing that they will be left in good hands. 

Lam waiting for the return of Dr. Gillpatrick, whom I sent to confer 
with you relative to the organization of the two new regiments author- 


- 


} 


* 


Mer 


‘ 


a ef : b : ae 


122° — MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


iged by the Wah Department. The officers appointed by the President for 
these regiments have all reported to me, according to their instructions, 
and will be ordered to report to you as soon as I can hear from below.. 


I expect to leave in a few days for Fort Scott, and will make ample | 


preparation for transportation and supplies for your command. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ecu DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 13._: Saint Louis, Mo., February 23, 1863. 

The Army of Southeastern Missouri being now within the District of 
Saint Louis, Brig. Gen. J. W. Davidson will assume command of the 
whole. 

Brig. Gen. B. A. Carr will report for duty to General Davidson. 

By command of Major-General Curtis: 

. Z. CURTIS, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HpqQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 14. Saint Louis, Mo., February 24, 1863. 


“J. No leaves of absence or orders will be given to officers to come to 
this city, or leave their districts proper, without permission from the 
commanding general; and, without such permission, commanders of dis- 
tricts and armies are forbidden to absent themselves from their com- 
mands, except in those cases of sickness or wounds provided for in 
General Orders, No. 22, series of 1862, and of officers stationed in the Dis- 


“trict of Saint Louis, acting under the orders of the commander thereof. 


II. The commanding officer District of Saint Louis will cause the 
above order to be complied with (so far as officers coming to this city 
are concerned), arresting and returning summarily to their commanding 
officers, under charges, any and all officers who disregard the provisions 
of the order.. He will also advise commanders of other military depart- 
ments, weekly, of all officers belonging to their commands visiting this 
city, giving dates of arrival and departure, and their authority for being 
absent, and, at the request of such commanders, will cause the arrest 
and return, as above specified, of such as do not conform to their regula- 
tions and orders. Unauthorized persons found in the uniform of officers 
will be arrested and tried as spies, or for violation of military law. 

IfI. Provost-marshals (and other officers) will arrest as deserters or 
spies all men wearing the uniform of soldiers at their posts or stations, 
or in their districts, “without proper passes, orders, or discharges. If 
their regiments or ‘corps can be ascertained, they will be sent to the 
same, or to the next military post en route, and turned over to the com- 
mander, as is done in forwarding recruits ; but deserters will be kept 
under guard. or in irons, until delivered over to their proper command. 

Company commanders will cause the names of deserters to be pub- 
lished in the States where they are from, so that their friends and the 
proper authorities may induce their early return to duty. 

It is enjoined on all officers on recruiting or other duty, and on leave 
of absence, and all provost-marshals and detectives, to arrest and re- 


turn deserters to their command; United States marshals, sheriffs, and — 


constables are requested to do 80 likewise, and quartermasters within 
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8 this department will pay promptly to such as deliver deserters the sum 
of $5 for each deserter, together with the cost of transportation (includ- 
ing the guard, if there be one) to and from the place of arrest. 

By command of Major-General Curtis: 

H. Z. CURTIS, 


Assistant Adjutant- General, 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, February 25, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. H. H. SIBLEY, Commanding District of Minnesota: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 19th, to Major Selfridge, has been re- 
ceived. All stores, &c., will be sent you as soon as the river opens. 
The information concerning Little Crow and the intentions of the Sioux 
Indians is very conflicting, as it reaches me from different quarters. 
From Fort Randall I learn positively that Little Crow is encamped on | 
the Missouri River, 150 miles above Fort Pierre, and that the attack of 
the Sioux tribes (if any attack be made) will be upon the settlements 
along the Missouri. About 2,500 men, most of them mounted, will be 
assembled at Fort Randall as soon as the Missouri can be navigated, 
for operations up the river, in conjunction with your operations in Min- 
nesota.. If, as you apprehend, there is likely to be a formidable move- 
ment against Abercrombie, it seems to me that in your movement to- 
ward Devil’s Lake you had best send a large detachment by way of the - 
post, instead of Big Sioux or James River, to unite with you near Devil’s 
' Lake. It will not be necessary to keep any large garrison at Aber- 

crombie after you commence your movement, nor do I think it at all - 

necessary or desirable that you should keep up the small posts you have 
established for the winter along the frontier. Don’t put yourself on the 
defensive, but on the offensive. With the force you have, it seems clear 
to me that you can organize two columns, each of sufficient strength to 
deal with the whole body of Indians. One of these columns you can 
send, if you think best, by way of Abercrombie and the valley of the 
- Red River, but in order to do this you must abandon the idea of main- 
taining all these small posts through the country. Five or six hundred | 
‘men will be enough to leave at Fort Ripley to keep the Chippewas quiet. 
All the other (or most of the other) posts I would break up, and take 
the troops with you as you pass beyond them in your march north. 
Make your preparations complete. I will do all I can to forward your 
plans. There are no troops in this State except those now under orders 
for the South, where they are greatly needed, and I cannot bring myself 
to believe that you lack troops in Minnesota. I have written fully to the 
Department concerning the Indian prisoners,* both the condemned and 
those at Snelling. I will have you relieved of them before you move. 


Respectfully, &e., JNO. POPE 
. ? 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, February 26, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, General-in-Chief: 
- GENERAL: I am in receipt of two letters of recent date from you on 
the subject of economy of forces: one relating to Missouri, dated the 
17th instant,t and the other relating to Colorado, dated the 19th instant. 


Jeg * See p..117. +See p. 113. t See p. 118. 
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In regard to Missouri, you had asked me to send forward some 10,000 
more troops to General Grant at Vicksburg, on your impression that 
the Arkansas rebei troops had all crossed to Vicksburg and Port Hud- 
son. I informed you I was withdrawing the forces from Houston and 
Batesville, Ark., to comply, but doubted the fact of Arkansas forces 
having’ crossed the river, and the expediency of weakening Missouri 
and Northern Arkansas until we have boats to take and hold the Ar- 
kansas River as a line of defense. Your reply of the 17th does not 
advise me further as to your knowledge of the departure of troops from 
Arkansas, but seems to argue the propriety of sending on the troops, 
~ and intimates that there is more than necessary in Missouri, as we have 
’ no enemy in or near the State. 

You must admit, general, that when Hindman moved from Van Buren 
and attempted his move north, we had none too many troops there, and 
when Marmaduke moved on Springfield we had none to spare, and must 
justify his pursuit to Batesville by General Davidson’s forces. ‘We have 
driven most of the rebels beyond the Arkansas, and to keep him below 
that river we should have light-draught gunboats to move, as you ~ 
very properly suggest, from the Mississippi base. In this I have al- 
ways concurred, and always will; but, as I wrote you when I first 
arrived at Helena, we must have light-draught, well-protected steam- 
boats to operate with; and I now add we should not have to depend 

on the Navy for such necessary incidents to army movements. But, in 
compliance with your suggestions, I am ready to forward the force 
from the river and railroad near Pilot Knob, where they are ready to 
embark as fast as new necessary equipments and transportation can 
be procured. The march has been prosecuted through mud and eontin- 
uous rains as fast as I could bring them forward. In view of my with- 
drawal of this force from the Arkansas line, I bring other force nearer 

a central position—Springfield—and hope the expedition up the Ar- 

kansas may be made soon, so as to allow that river to be made a line of 
defense for Northern Arkansas and Missouri. 

In regard to the troops in Colorado, referred to in your letter of the 
19th, I had, on the 10th instant, ordered the Second and Third Regi- 
ments forward, being the earliest moment I thought it safe toriska | 
march across the plains. I leave the First in preference, because the 
colonel (Chivington) is the best man to command the district. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


IN THE FIELD, 
Kansas City, February 26, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
_ Commanding, &c., Saint Louis, Mo. : 

GENERAL: After four days of the hardest travel I ever experienced, 
I arrived here on yesterday. I have seen Colonel Penick. He is very 
decidedly of the opinion that if the Fifth Regiment is broken up (which 
has now become a necessity), and the fragments forced into other com- 
mands, they will render no efficient service, and I must confess that I 
concur with him in opinion. The movement, in my opinion, is a most 
unfortunate one, as are all such. Similar attempts have frequently been 
made to consolidate fragments of regiments, and in every instance such 
attempts, so far as 1 am advised, have proven most disastrous. It 
would be much better in every way to muster these men out of the service - 
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at once, and authorize the regiments which are to be retained to recruit 
up to the required standard. It can be done at less expense and with 
less trouble than it will take to force these men into an unwilling serv- 
ice. This much for suggestion. ws 


Upon the theory that the regiment is broken up, which is accepted | 
as an existing fact, the following staternent is made: 


Companies A, B, and C are broken up, and the men are to be distrib- 


uted among the companies of the First Regiment. Companies D and | 


E are to be added as companies to the First Regiment. Company E is 
at my headquarters in Jefferson City, and must remain there for the 
present. Company D is the only organized company that will be left 


in Jackson County. This is insufficient. Atleast three companies of the: 


First, or some other regiment, must be sent here before the companies 
can be safely broken up or ordered away. In my opinion, it would be 


very desirable that Colonel McFerran, if retained (see letter of even 


date on the subject*), should be assigned to duty in this county. I find 
the county in a most unfortunate condition. The Union element here 
is divided, and is assaulted continually by the bushwhackers from within 


and by the “ Red Leggins” from Kansas ; and, strange as it may appear, © 


these extremes meet and fraternize in the common object of despoiling 
honest men of their property, and in disturbing the public peace. The 
citizens here require as much protection from the “Red Legs” of Kansas 


as they do from the bushwhackers of Missouri. Colonel MecFerran, I ~ 


am satisfied, will use every exertion of which his nature is capable to 


properly punish the “Red Legs,” whilst the remains of the Fifth Regiment | 


will delight in continuing the destruction of the bushwhackers. In- 


deed, I think, in consideration of the changes proposed, that a radical . 


change in stationing of troops in this district would be most desirable. 
Without at present going into detail as to all the changes that should 
be made, I think it would be best to assign to the First Regiment the 
duty of guarding the border on the Kansas line, with its headquarters 
in this county. Colonel Hall should make the headquarters of his regi- 
ment at Sedalia, and Colonel Catherwood’s headquarters might be made 
at Liberty or Richmond, with a battalion of the Sixth Regiment, when 
filled, retained at Lexington. In the mean time, with your approval, I 
will order Colonel Mc¥Ferran, with three of the companies of his regi- 
ment, now at Lexington, to Independence, with instructions on arriving 
there to relieve Colonel Penick and assume command. In the present 
condition of affairs at Lexington, the three companies that will remain 


_will be sufficient to protect that post for the present. 


You will please send instructions to my headquarters in Jefferson 
should you disapprove the change as above proposed, as my adjutant, 


in pursuance of instructions, will issue the necessary orders to effect the — 


change unless you direct a different course. 

I would respectfully suggest that as soon as the roads become prac- 
ticable you will order the section of [H. B.] Johnson’s battery at Palmyra. 
and the section of Wachsman’s battery at Rolla to Sedalia, where I will 
order the remaining sections of the two batteries, for the purpose of 
consolidation and re-equipment. As to Company I, of the Fifth Regi- 
ment, broken up and ordered to be distributed among the companies of 


the Ninth Regiment, I would respectfully ask that you make such 


orders as will best accomplish the purpose intended. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
BEN. LOAN, 
Brigadier-General, Missouri State Militia. 


* Not found. 
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ot Hpors. STH AND 9TH DIsts., DEPT. OF THE MissoURL, 


In the Field, Camp Blunt, February 26, 1863. 


Major- aneval CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 

Sir: Owing to the depth of mud, and the fact that Colonel Hartiags 
was only able to furnish 100 men, in addition to those 400 from my com- 
mand, the expedition I sent under Major Wright to Clarksville re- 
turned without having accomplished its object. Iregretted it, and am 
making arrangements which I think will enable me as soon as the stock 
is rested to take a command in person, so as to accomplish the same and 
other still more important objects. 

The rebels have had recruiting officers and parties here after deserters. 
They have suffered pretty severely from us of late. Besides anumber of 
them being killed, I have some 30 of them in the guard-house. I will 
not liberate them here, but send them to Springfield or Fort Scott, as 


they would undoubtedly go to work again even if paroled. Lieutenant 


Phillips was shot through the arm and thigh; both flesh wounds, but 
severe. It was done in a personal encounter between Lieutenant Phillips, 
U.S. Army, and Lieutenant Maizo, of the rebel army, a few miles south 
of Pea Ridge. Maizo was killed. I find that numbers of rebel sol- 
diers are drifting up this way from toward Little Rock, as guerrillas. I 
shall try and get my Indians to clean them outin the next day or two, be- 
fore I go forward. I haveanumber of parties. These I must move for- 
ward on the river in the next two weeks, or before the rebels can drive 
the stock from the Canadian. I have heard nothing about the addi- 
tional wagons for commissary transportation. [should have desired to 
_ know about it, so as to accommodate matters toit. I certainly think that 

the interests of the service and the Government could be furthered in 
no cheaper or better way than in clothing and feeding the Choctaws 
and Creeks, who can be relied on and desire to turn over. I receive no 
instructions from you, and for the general orders—the result of recent 
courts-martial—all cases affecting commissioned officers: I have for- 


warded to you, as you might desire to revise them, and as they throw 


some light on the Indian command. I desire to have the general order 
printed as it comes from you. 
Very respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Springfield, Mo., February 24, 1863. 
. Col. W. F. Gnuienr, 


Commanding Third Division, Finley Creek : 
COLONEL: It is reported that Marmaduke is in the vicinity of Salem, 


Atk, ‘with a considerable force of cavalry, perhaps intending to make ~ 
a raid upon Rolla, or upon our trains along the Rolla and Springfield . 


road. You will please move your division “eastward to some point on 
the headwaters of the Gasconade, Big Piney, or Big North Fork of 
White River, where forage can be obtained, and from which you can 
watch the enemy’s movements. Send scouts ‘and spies to Marmaduke’s 
camp frequently, and endeavor to keep yourself thoroughly informed of 
his movements. You will act, according to circumstances, to meet any 


movement he may make, keeping e mea advised of everything. You may’ 


delay your movement until the Ist of Meh, with a view to the muster- 
ing of your command to-morrow, and to allow the eet ese, now 
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- on the way, to reach you, unless you have information which indicates 


the necessity of immediate movement. The train now on the way to. 
join you will not be returned to this post, but will remain with your — 
division until further orders. Please have the animals as well cared for 
as possible. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, seals 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


MILWAUKEE, WIs., February 27, 1863—12 m. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief : SP, 


Will you please answer my letter in relation to disposing of condemned 
and other prisoners in Minnesota? Unless disposed of by sending out 


ang 


~ of State, large force will be required to guard and protect them from. 


the citizens, and that force is absolutely needed for spring campaign. 
General Sibley writes me urgently on the subject, and no time should 
be lost, as military operations will be delayed. 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General. 


: WAR DEPARTMENT, 

‘ Washington, February 28, 1863. 
Major-General Pops, Milwaukee, Wis.: : oun 
Your letter in regard to Indian prisoners has been submitted for the ~ 
action of the Cabinet. No answer has yet been returned. I cannot yet  § _ 

answer in regard to the Nebraska cavalry. py 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. ’ 


i 


Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis com- 
manding, for the month of February, 1863; headquarters Saint Louis, Mo. 


5 ~ s 
' Present for oF a “4 Pieces of 
duty. 2 2, me artillery. 
£ |. Be | 2 
i 7 FS 
Command. 2 oa eae 
ie a5 
a 0 tS op : 
=I ro) om i) a) 
2 $ e s a b cs} 
= aq a0 Eb on 3S = 
8 2 a a 80 o 2 
° =| = cl 4 y R 
Department staff........--------------+--+-+---- gb Lo 15 16 
Saint Louis District, Brig. Gen. Eugene A. Carr 427 | 7,589 | 10,999 | 14, 399 
{Brigadier-General Davidson]. 
Rolla District, Col. John M. Glover-.-.----.----- 156 | 2,941 | 4,642] 5,393 
Southwestern District of Missouri, Brig. Gen. 150 | 2,245] 3,267] 4,301 
Egbert B. Brown [Colonel Cloud]. 
Army of Southwestern Missouri | Army of the 872 | 8,474 | 10, 507 | 14, 903 
Krontier], Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield. 
Ceutral District of Missouri, Brig. Gen. Ben. 80 |} 1,523] 2,181 | 2,760 
Loan. 
Northeastern District of Missouri, Brig. Gen. 26 635 953 | 1, 020 
Thomas J. McKean. ; 
District ot Kansas, Brig. Gen. James G. Blunt... 85 | 1,449 |° 2,207 | 2,546 
District of Colorado, Col. John M. Chivington.. 63 | 1,198 | 1,719 | 2,050 
Alton, Ill., Col. Jesse Hildebrand .....--..----- 27 | B18 523 568 
Army of Southeastern Missouri, Brig. Gen. | 346 | 6,439 | 8,656 | 12, 551 
John W. Davidson. : 
District of Northwestern Arkansas, Col. Will- 90'| 2,480 | 3,250] 4,949 |,..5,109 |....0.}.0.22. 
iam A. Phillips. ; 
District of Nebraska, Brig. Gen. James Craig-- 26 296 634 705 TO5! | weeceltaeeee 
MD Obalweweetts atnen sn onsets euln.s =o cese= sh eee 1, 863 | 35, 582 | 49, 553 | 66,161 | 66, 662 11 70 
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Organization of troops in ‘the Depatonont of the Meincors moohanded by 
Maj. Gen. pa k. Ourtis, February 28, 1863. 
DISTRICT OF SAINT LOUIS, MO. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN W. DAVIDSON. 
FIRST DIVISION.* 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM P. BENTON. 


First. Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. CHARLES L. HARRIS. _ Col. Davip SHUNK.t 


334 Illinois, Col. Charles E. Lippincott. || 8th Indiana, Col. David Shunk. 

99th Illinois, Col. George W. K. Bailey. 18th Indiana, Col. Henry D. Washburn. 

11th Wisconsin, Col. Charles Ll. Harris. 1st Indiana Battery, Capt. Martin 
Klauss. 


Cavalry. 
4th Missouri, Company I, Capt. William S. Burns. 


SECOND DIVISION.} 
Col. CHESTER HARDING, Jr. 


21st lowa, Col. Samuel Merrill. . 

22d Iowa, Col. William M. Stone. 

23d Iowa, Col. William H. Kinsman. 

24th Missouri, Col. Sempronius H. Boyd. 

25th Missouri, Col. Chester Harding, jr. 

13th Illinois Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Theobald Hartmann. 


4 1st Nebraska Infantry, Col. Robert R. Livingston. 


ist Missouri Artillery, Battery B, Capt. Martin Welfley. 
2d Missouri Artillery, Battery M, Capt. Gustave Stange. 


CAVALRY BRIGADE.§ 


Col. GzorGr E. WARING, Jr. 


3a Iowa (six companies), Lieut. Col. Henry C. Caldwell. 
3d Missouri (six companies), Capt. Johii H. Reed. 

4th Missouri, Maj. Gustavus M. Elbert. 

Ist Wisconsin, Maj. William H. Torrey. 


GARRISONS. 
Benton Barracks, Mo. Benton Barracks, Mo.—Continued. 
Col. Benzamin L. E. BONNEVILLE, 2d Missouri Artillery (detachment), Capt. 
George Riemann. 
8th Iowa, Lieut, Col. John C. Ferguson. Mississippi Marine Brigade (detachment), 
12th Iowa, Col. Joseph J. Woods. Lieut. Col. George E. Currie. 
14th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Edward W. Lucas. | Exchanged men, “Lieut. Stephen Water- 
34th Iowa, Col. George W. Clark. bury. 
23d Missouri, Company K, Capt. Richard | Newby's detachment, Lieut. Aaron J. 
_H, Brown. Newby. 
3d Illinois Cavalry (detachment), Capt. Bamied + men, 1st Battalion, Col. J. Fry. 
John L. Campbell. Paroled men, 2d Battalion, Gol. C. H. Fox. 
11th Missouri pavelty Company A, Lieut. | Paroled men, 3d Battalion, Lieut. Col. 
Peter I’, Clark i Harry 8. Smith. 


*Army of Southeastern Missouri, at Middlebrook. 

+ So reported in district and division returns, but district roster reports Brig. Gen. 
BE. A. Carr in command and en route to Saint Genevieve. Department return reports 
Carr as commanding the District of Saint Louis, and Davidson as commanding the 
Army of Southwestern Missouri. 

t Army of Southeastern Missouri, in Belleoine Valley. Brigades Ge indicated in 
return. 

§ At Camp Curtis, near Iron Mountain, 
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"ie ' Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


Maj. Gustavus A, EBERHART. 
; _ 32d Iowa, Companies A, D, F, and G, Maj. 
Gustavus A. Eberhart. 
2d Missouri Artillery, Battery D, Capt. 
Charles P. Meisner. 
Patton, Mo. 
12th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany C, Lieut. Henry Renner. 
Saint Louis, Mo. 
Col. HENRY ALMSTEDT. 


37th Iowa, Col. George W. Kincaid. 
23d opie Company I, Capt. Marion 


Cav 
2d Missoni Artillery (eight companies), 
Maj. Theodore Wilkins. 


DISTRICT 


Pilot Knob, Mo. 
Col. Joun B. GRAY, 


1st Missouri State Militia, Lieut. Col. 
John F. Tyler. 

3d Missouri Bina Militia Cavalry (nine 
companies), Lieut. Col. F. Morsey. 

13th Iinois Cavalry (four companies), 
Maj. Charles A. Bell. 


Jackson, Mo. 


12th Missouri State Militia éevaley 
(eight companies), Lieut. Col. Bazel 
F. Lazear. 
Pacific City, Mo. 
23d Missouri'(nine companies), Col. Will- — 
iam P. Robinson. 
Bloomfield, Mo. 


2d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Col. 
John McNeil. 


New Madrid, Mo. 
38th Iowa, Col. D. Henry Hughes. 


OF ROLLA. 


Col. JOHN M. GLOVER. 


Rolla, Mo. 
Lieut. Col. JoHN F. WILLIAMS. 


ist Missouri Cavalry, Companies H and 
Maj. James M. Hubbard. 

3d Missouri Cavalry (five companies), 
Lieut. Col. Robert Carrick. 

9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (seven 

companies),* Maj. Daniel M. Draper. 

27th Missouri, Company H,t Lieut. John 

Keis. 


Salem, Mo. 


9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany G, Lieut. James McKinsey. 


Waynesville, Mo. 


5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (eight 
companies), Col. Albert Sigel. 


DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI. 


Col. WILLIAM F. 


Springfield, Mo. 
Col. THomas M. BOWEN. 


~ Cloud’s brigade (nineteen companies).t 
18th Iowa, ‘Col. John Edwards. 
7th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (four 
companies), Maj. Henry Suess. 
3d Indiana Battery, Capt. James M. 
Cockefair. 
1st Kansas Battery, Capt. Norman Allen. 


Greenfield, Mo. 


ath Missouri State Militia Cavalry (eight 
companies), Col. John F. Philips. 


CLOUD. 
Linden, Mo. 


14th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (four 
companies), Maj. John C. Wilber. 


Lebanon, Mo. 


8th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (six 
companies), Maj. John E. Collins. 


Newtonia, Mo. 


8th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (four 
companies), Maj. Edward B. Eno. 


*One company temporarily at Houston, 


Mo., ‘‘ vacating post.” 


+ Remainder of regiment ordered to Saint Louis. 
$ Viz: Second Kansas Cavalry, eight companies, Thirteenth Kansas Infantry, and 


Second Indiana Battery. 
>. 9 R R—VOL XX, PT 
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ARMY OF THE FRONTIER. 


Maj. Gen. JouN M. SCHOFIELD. 


’ 


GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, 


ist Missouri Cavalry (three Has a Capt. Albert P. Peabody. 


‘ Schofield Hussars, Capt. C. G. E 


NGG Westerberg. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Col. WILLIAM WEER. 


First Brigade. 


Col. Wi~t1AM R. JUDSON. 


11th Kansas, Col. Thomas Ewing, jr. 


‘9th Wisconsin, Col. Charles E. Salomon. 
6th Kansas Cavalry (four companies), 
Lieut. Col. William T. Campbell. 


2 3d Wisconsin Cavalry (six companies), 


Co]. William A. Barstow. 


' 25th Ohio Battery, Capt. Julius L. Hadley. 


Second Brigade.” 


10th Kansas. 
13th Kansas.t 
2d Kansas Cavalry.t 
2d Kansas Battery. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. 
First Brigade. 
Col. JoHN G. CLARK. 


26th Indiana, Capt. Harvey Johnson. 
10th Llinois Cavalry (eight companies), 
Lieut. Col. James Stuart. 
7th Missouri Cavalry (eight companies), 
Maj. Milton H. Brawner. 
Peoria (Illinois) Light Battery (one sec- 
tion), Lieut. Herman Borris. 


i 


J 


JAMES TOTTEN. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. WiLtt1am Mck. Dye. 


37th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Henry N. Frisbie. 
20th Iowa, Maj. William G. Thompson. 
6th Missouri Cavalry (four companies), , 
Maj. Samuel Montgomery. 
ist Missouri Artillery, Battery F, Capt. 
James Marr. 


Cavalry. 


ist Missouri, Company C, Capt. Miles Kehoe. 


THIRD (HERRON’S) DIVISION. 


Col. WASHINGTON TF. GRIGHER. 


First Brigade. 
/ Col. Henry Brurrram. 


20th Wisconsin, 
Starr. 

Ist-lowa Cavalry, Maj. Daniel Anderson. 

2d Wisconsin Cavalry (four companies), 
Maj. William H. Miller. 

ist Missouri Artillery, Battery L, Capt. 
Frank Backof. 


Lieut. Col. Henry A. 


Second Brigade. 


Lieut. Col. J. McNuLTa. 

94th Dlinois, Maj, Rankin G. Laughlin. 

19th Iowa,§ Lieut, Col. Daniel Kent. 

1st Missouri Cavalry (four companies), 
Capt. Amos 8. Burrows. 

8th Missouri Cavalry, Maj. W. 
Lisenby. 

1st Missouri Artillery, || Battery E, Lieut, 
Cyrns L., Edward 8. 


John 


i #® Kouprarne to Aoparinant re nar n. 


Cloud's brigade, at Springfield, Mo. 
{ One section reported at Fort Scott. 
‘ On detached service at Forsyth, Mo. 


|| On detached service at Springfield, Mo. 


) 


Not reported either in division or army returns. 
tThe Thirteenth Kansas and eight companies Second Kansas C 


Cavalry, reported in 
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o DISTRICT OF NORTHWESTERN ARKANSAS. 
Col. WiLLtIaM A. PHILLIPS. 


1st Indian, Lieut. Col. Stephen H. Wattles. 
2d Indian, Maj. Moses B.C. Wright. 
. 3d Indian, Lieut. Col. Lewis Downing. 
+ Ist Arkansas Cavalry, Col. M. La Rue Harrison. 
6th Kansas Cavalry (four companies), Capt. John W. Orahood. 
3d Kansas Battery, Capt. Henry Hopkins. 


DISTRICT OF COLORADO. 
Col. JoHN M. CuHIVINGTON. 


Fort Lyon, Colo. Camp Weld, Colo. 
Lieut. Col. THEODORE H. Dopp. . Lieut. Col. SAMUEL F. TAPPAN, 


2d Colorado Cavalry (six companies), | 1st Colorado Cavalry (nine companies), 
- Lieut. Col. Theodore H. Dodd. Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop: _- 
ist Colorado Battery, Capt. William D. | 3d Colorado Cavalry (six companies), 
i Lieut. Col. Samuel 8S. Curtis. 


McLain. 
9th Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Cyrus H. 
Johnson. Camp Collins, Colo. 


Fort Garland, N. Mex. 1st Colorado Cavalry (Companies L and 
M), Capt. Joseph S. Maynard. 


1st New Mexico Cavalry, Company D, 
} Capt. Ethan W. Eaton. 


DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES CRAIG. 


Fort Kearny, Nebr. Fort Laramie, Wyo. 
Col. EpMunp B. ALEXANDER. Capt. JoHn A. THOMPSON. 
10th United States, headquarters, and | 6th Ohio Cavalry, Companies A and C, 
Companies D and K, Col. Edmund Capt. Francis M. Shipley. 
B, Alexander. 4th U.S. Cavalry, Companies F and H, 


2d Nebraska Cavalry, Companies B and Capt. George G. Huntt. 
C, Capt. Roger T. Beall. 


Port Halleck, Idaho. 


On Telegraph Line. 


6th Ohio Cavalry, Companies B and D, 
9th Kansas Cavalry, Company B, Capt. | . Lieut. Col, William O, Collins, 
Asaph Allen. 


DISTRICT OF NORTHEASTERN MISSOURI. 


Brig. Gen. Tuomas J. McK@an. 


Palmyra, Mo. , Warrenton, Mo. ? 
Section of artillery, Missouri State Militia,* | 2d Missouri Cavalry (eleven companies),t 
“hid Lieut, Alexander McLaren. ; Lieut. Col. Charles B. Hunt. 


* Detachment of Johnson’s cavalry company. 
+ Two of them ‘on the march near Hannibal.” 
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CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MISSOURL 


Brig. Gen. Bun. LOAN. 


Jefferson City, Mo. ' 
Lieut. Col. H. L. Bruns. 


4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany I, Capt. Daniel Rice. 
5th eeny State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
any E, Capt. George D. Wakerlin. 
Light Artillery, Wissen. State Militia, 
Capt. Albert Wachsman. 


Sedalia, Mo. 


1st Missouri State Militia Cavalry (four 
companies), Lieut. Col. Alexander 
M. Woo)Jfolk. 


Lexington, Mo. 


Ist Missouri State Militia Cavalry (six 
companies), Col. James McFerran. 


Independence, Mo. 
Col. WILLIAM R. PENICK. 


5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (four 
companies). 
Light Artillery, Missouri State Militia. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (one 


company), Maj. William Drumhiller. 


Harrisonville, Mo. 


5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (three 
companies), Lieut. Col. Philip A. 
Thompson. “ 


Warrensburg, Mo. 


6th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (eight 
companies), Col. Edwin C. Cather- 
wood. 


Pleasant Hill, Mo. ; 


5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany H, Capt. John Pinger. 
Butler, Mo. 


2d Battalion Missouri State Militia Cav- 
alry (one company), Capt. Frank- 
lin BE. Mix. 


Lin Route. 


2d Battalion Missouri State Militia Cav- 
alry (one company), Capt.- Reuben 
Smith. 
Gasconade Bridge, Mo.* 


23d Missouri, Company A, Lieut. Ephraim 
L. Webb. 


DISTRICT OF KANSAS. 


Brig. Gen. JaMEs G. BLUNT. 


Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 
Lieut. Col. Joon T. BuRRIs. 


12th Kansas Infantry (Companies H and 
K), Capt. James W. Parmetar. 
3d Wisconsin Cavalry (Companies Band 
), Capt. Nathan L. Stout. 
ist U.S. Infantry, Company E, Capt. 
Robert H. Offley. 


Tort Scott, Kans. 
Maj. BeNJAMIN S. HENNING. 
12th Kansas (three companies), Capt. 
James M. Steele. 
3d = Wisconsin Cavalry, Companies C, G, 
I, and M, Maj. Benjamin 8. Hen- 


ning. 
2d Kansas Battery (center section), 
Lieut. Andrew G. Clark. 
Fort Larned, Kans. 
Lieut. WILLIAM WEST. 


2d U.S. Infantry, Company H, Lieut. 
William West. 


9th Wisconsin Battery (section), Lieut. 


Watson D. Crocker. 


Fort Riley, Kans. 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Companies Cand I, 
Capt. John E. Stewart. 


Paola, Kans. 


12th Kansas (six companies), Maj. Thomas 
Kennedy. 


Vyandotte, Kans. 


12th Kansas, Company K, Capt. Joseph 
T. Gordon. 


Old Trading Post. 


12th Kansas, Company G, Capt. Ezekiel 
Bunn. 


{ 


West Point, Mo. 


6th Kansas Cavalry (one company), Maj. 
Wyllis C. Ransom, 


ALTON, ILL. 
7th Ohio, Col. Jesse Hildebrand. 


* Does not appear on the district return. 
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Abstract from return of the District of Eastern Arkansas,* Brig. Gen. Benjamin M, Pren- 


: tiss,t U. 8S. Army, commanding, for February, 1863.. 


Present for | @ = iS 
duty. g ae Re 
oO BR =| g 
5 er cas d 
Command. £ 23 3 Ei 
a ivy tos iY)) 
3 Boga ye 
S r= Ep oe 
Es v 0 bh &p 
: 5 | 4 4 <q 
LORS CRS gh” Se a ee SS Sie ae oe ea at, aa CD ier sek ae 6 6] 3) 
Twelfth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps (Hovey) : Me os 
SUSELG/ EDS Le | eerie es ee a em Re Bi Ne Siaielhoa = 4 4 8 
RECT GE Vice ay Pe Mepis ab ms ee See ee geen en neni < sinieieian 130 | 2,666} 3,425) 4,046 4,110 
PEPEIMGT Ye ees sinkg fos Soe Se Geass cs te ssa saentebbadceck oop 14 356 445 560 63 
CS RE ea ah Dae arma eta Sa te eas Si 148 | 3,022| 3,874] 4,610| 4, 681 
Thirteenth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps (Ross) : Pe | gee eee 
Staff (division) 
MAAR a at owe wee 
Artillery -- 
BURRS Meee Ot rae Totowa, Oh an mois ote oid o twa ha Smcle Mas 
Second Cavalry Division, Army of the Tennessee (Washburn) : ; 
Suttle 1GUMIOMINEY Sim aie dnae ceed oc ap deedwangsidne +s skeet pana <i Bot swrgtiiary 5} 5 “5 
ATeOps ts. --- >= ane eee So atiaoe Rais sonia Mckee Sa eGaeies 141 | 2,520] 4,000] 5,281 5, 312 
ROG Sonne ohn ane eee eis ean esos aca saci carass 146 ~ 2, 520 4,005 | 5, 286 5, 317 
Gramhistals feo ne Dee sores chee eee 553 | 10,291 | 14,144 | 17,186 | 17, 415 


Troops of the Army of the Tennessee, in the District of Eastern Arkansas, 
Brig. Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss, U. S. Army, commanding, Febru- 
ary 28, 1863. : 


TWELFTH DIVISION, THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 


Brig. Gen. ALVIN P. Hovey.+t 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. GzorGE F. MCGINNIS. Col. PETER KINNEY. 


11th Indiana, Maj. William W. Darnall. | 24th Iowa, Lieut. Col. John Q. Wilds. 
24th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Richard F. Bar- | 28th Iowa, Lieut. Col. John Connell. 


ter, 56th Ohio, Lieut. Col, William H. Raynor. - 


34th Indiana, Col. Robert A. Cameron. 
29th Wisconsin, Col. Charles R. Gill. 


Artillery. 


2a Illinois, Battery A. 
lst Missouri, Battery A, Capt. George W. Schofield. 
2d Ohio Battery, Capt. Newton J. Smith. 
16th Ohio Battery, Capt. James A. Mitchell, 


*It is impossible to determine from the return which of the troops in this district 
were actually serving in Arkansas. On or about the 23d, Ross’ division was detached 
for service in the Yazoo expedition, and, as early as the 8th, General Washburn, with 
some of the cavalry, had already been detached on that expedition. 

+ Assigned to command by General Grant, February 8. 

tReturn for February 20 reports Brigadier-General Gorman commanding. He is 
not accounted for on monthly return. 
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THIRTEENTH DIVISION, * THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 


Brig. bon LEONARD F. Ross. 


First. Brigade. : .. Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. FREDERICK SALOMON. _ Brig. Gen. CLinton B. Fisk. 
43d. Indiana, Maj. Wesley W. Norris. 29th Iowa, Col. Thomas H. Benton, jr. 
46th Indiana, Col. Thomas H. Bringhurst.| 33d Iowa, Col. Samuel A. Rice. 
A7th Indiana, Col. James R. Slack. 36th Iowa, Col. Charles W. Kittredge. 
28th Wisconsin, Col. James M. Lewis. 33d Missouri, Col. William A. Pile. 
: 35th Missouri, Maj. Thomas H. Penney. 


Artillery. 
3d Iowa Battery, Capt. Mortimer M. Hayden. 
SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. CADWALLADER C. WASHBURN. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Col. CoNRAD BakeER. Col. Cyrus Bussry. 
5th Illinois, Maj. Abel H. Seley. 2a Arkansas (four companies). ' 
10th Illinois Chree companies), Maj. Elvis | 9th Illinois, Maj. Henry B. Burgh. 
P. Sha 3d Jowa (six companies), Maj. Oliver H. 
Ast taiana, Mee Col. William F. P. Scott. 
: Wood. 4th Iowa, Maj. Alonzo B. Parkell, 
6th. Missouri (six companies),Maj.Samuel| 5th Kansas, Col. Powell Clayton. 
i Montgomery. 2a Wisconsin (one company). 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, March 1, 1863. 
I. M. BASSETT, Esq., Saint Joseph, Mo. : 

My DEAR Sir: I have a slip of the Herald of the 27th ultimo, show- 
ing that you have a bad state of affairs still prevailing in Saint Joseph. 
Some of the denunciations of General Guitar, calling him a “petty 
tyrant, seeking a brigadiership,” are so subversive of all military power ~ 
that you ought to take notice of it in an official way. I would not blame 
Guitarif he ‘closed the concern temporarily. I can see the trial and con- 
viction of men out of their own vicinage may be a matter worthy of 
complaint and consideration; but such tremendous newspaper assaults 
seem to preclude a fair remedy or revision by competent authorities. 
They embarrass my action in the premises, and for that reason I trust 
you will show this to the editor, and ask him to desist or moderate his 
terrible warfare. 

Isee you narrowly escaped a conflict with the civil authorities. Iam 
_ glad you did. The rebels would rejoice to see further complications 
and altercations. We must not throw away any of our Union strength. 
Bona fide Union men must be treasured as friends, although they may 
be pro-slavery Union men. We have some such, you know, who are 
fighting friends. Slavery exists in Missouri, and it may continue for | 
some time, in spite of all our emancipation friends can do. While it 


*Last report dated February 20, 
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exists we must tolerate it, and we must allow the civil authorities to dis- We p 


pose of the question. Negroes that belong to loyal citizens we have to 
regard as owing service to their masters, and we must respect the legal 
rights of loyal masters. This may be done without doing violence to 
the law of Congress that makes the slaves of rebels in the rebel service — 
since the 17th of July captives of war, when such slaves come within 
our lines. teens 

The Herald is a spirited paper, and I do not wish to impair its force, _ 
but I hope it may be more useful. Holt County, too, is evidently a star’ 
in the north, and their resolutions have the ring of the true metal; but 
let us not alienate any of our friends, but try to cultivate loyalty where 
there is the least sign of germination, and by prudence, discretion, and 
firmness we will keep down the copperheads, and ultimately conclude 
this devilish rebellion. 

I wish we had more reliable force there at Saint Joseph; but we 
have not got it there, and you must not, therefore, attempt too much, 
especially on the occasion of a public meeting, which, some think, may 
attempt treasonable practices or speeches. On such public assembling - 
of a convention or a church, where treason is likely to be displayed, it 
is better to note the parties and the exact crime, and take another time 
to redress it. 


Hoping that you will appreciate the solicitude and sympathy I feel bee 


for all the earnest, loyal friends of my country, who I know are generally - 
also friends of mine, I am, sir, very truly, your obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., March 1, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. ODON GUITAR, 
Saint Joseph, Mo.: 
GENERAL: I hope you have already arrived at Saint Joseph, and 
earnestly desire you will act with great prudence and discretion. The 
editor of the Herald is too severe, and his tirade of abuse heaped upon. 
you personally must be suspended. I shall so advise the provost-mar- 
shal. Jt embarrasses me, and you also, and certainly does no good. 
Lhope you will, now that the Holt County matter is disposed of, try . 


» to conciliate our friends, and avoid any and all measures that are cal- 


culated to further divide our Union strength. There is no sense in it. 
We may, by heated debates and denunciation, make rebels very daring 
and dangerous. They are sneaking about, always seeking opportunity - 
to take advantage of our weakness. I am told the rebels threaten the 
press, and, no doubt, they hope to excite your sympathy by espousing © 
your cause. I trust you will perceive the object, and yourself prevent 
such an outrage. I have directed that moderation must be practiced 
by everybody opposed to you, and I trust you will enjoin the same thing 


‘on your friends who may not see my letter. It is said there is a Demo- 


cratic meeting coming off soon. Itis the duty of all military authorities 
on such occasions to keep the peace. That is all they should try to do. 
If (as I am informed did occur a little north of the line a few days ago) 
speakers, or actors, under cover of any party or religious name, make 
treasonable speeches or commit treasonable acts, if your force is ample, 


they should be arrested; but if otherwise, as I think more likely, you 


will see that proper account be taken of the perpetrators, so they may 


_ be properly treated at the proper time. All liquor establishments must 
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be closed if the least danger of riot exists, and no acts calculated to 
incite strife must be evinced by the military. There must be no need- 
less ground for charges of military oppression, but military power must 
not be despised and degraded. When we have no force, wé may sus- 
pend military action, but traitors must be advised that punishment will 
soon follow offenses. I hope you will confer with General Loan, who, 
as you know, has got leave of mine to go to Saint Joseph to look after 
his private affairs, and also inquire into the matters that divide our 
friends. He has the advantage of not having been mixed up in the 
Holt County matter, which is the gravamen of all the arguments I have 
seen in regard to the special strife now existing. 
I am, general, very truly, your friend and obedient servant, 
; SAML. Rk. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


——— 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., March 1, 1863. 


SmitH O. SCOFIELD, Esq., 
. . Saint Joseph, Mo. : 


~My Duar Sir: [hope you will allow the Democratic meeting to go on 
unmolested. Let them show their hand. It will not do for us to pre- 
vent a Democratic meeting per se. If treason is preached, take a note 
of the perpetrators, and we can attend to them at the proper time. I 
do not wish to give rebel leaders the advantage of a cry of military per- 
secution of any political or religious sect, and prefer to run some risk 
rather than allow such an effort to divide our Union men. Although 
many of the leaders may be secessionists, there will be many followers 
whom they would like to alienate by some demonstration which would 
excite passion. Discreet and prudent measures are especially neces- 
sary now, when we have little or no reliable force to depend upon in 
your county. The constant public assaults upon General Guitar em- 
barrass me, and do no good. Ihave read all the paper and your letters 
have said about your difficulties, and, of course, sympathize with you 
most sincerely ; but I see no need of proscribing our pro-slavery Union 
men, who, we know, are not actual rebels, but some of them fighting 
friends. Much as we may deplore slavery, it is an existing fact in Mis- 
souri, sustained by the laws, and we must tolerate it and respect loyal 
slave-holders. I see you came near having trouble on the subject of 
negroes who were arrested by the sheriff. The right of provost-mar- 
shals to give free papers, I confess, is somewhat poorly supported at 
Washington, and I therefore hope that only the most unquestionable 
cases will be noticed. 'The sheriff’s conduct merits and receives my 
thanks. Both the civil and the military authorities must try to avoid | 
conflicts. We want no further war in Missouri; and if they do tear 
down your press, or do other mischief, I will try to visit the villains 
with all the punishment in my power. 

Keep the peace as far as you can, and tell the provost-marshal this 
is his only duty on the day of election, or the day of a political meet- 
ing. Have the grog-shops closed, and make no efforts to silence speak- 
ers, or otherwise attempt to provoke strife at the time and place named. 
If we had a proper force there, I would advise immediate arrest for 
treasonable words or acts; but the policy of withdrawing force from 
Northern Missouri has been pressed upon me till I feel too weak to do 
justice to those who you say threaten mischief.- I shall expect General 
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~ Loan in your place before that time you mention, and he will confer 


with General Guitar and all of you without feeling himself involved in 
the troubles that have incensed many of our Union men in Saint Joseph. 
Lam, my dear sir, your friend and servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Samnt Louis, Mo., March 2, 1863. 


' Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK. 


‘Maj. Gen. H. W. HALiEck, 


General-in- Chief : 

Have ordered Nebraska regiment to report at Sioux City. They are 
located—two companies at Fort Kearny, balance in eight other places 
in the Territory. If all go, General Craig telegraphs, the northwest 
will be left without any protection, and will probably stampede. May 
I direct two or three companies to remain west of the river? 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


OMAHA, NEBR., March 2, 1863. 


General-in-Chief: 
The order for the cavalry regiment organizing in this Territory to 


report to General Cook, Sioux City, will leave a large portion of the 5 


frontier settlements, that have contributed half their men, unprotected. 
Regiment not yet full, and wholly unprepared to move. I request sus- 
pension of order until you receive further information from Governor 
Saunders, now in Washington. 

A. 8. PADDOCK, 


Secretary and Acting Governor of Nebraska. 


Hpgrs. 8TH AND 9TH DIsTs., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp at Bentonville, Ark., March 2, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, ! : 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 
Srp: I received and acknowledged your telegraphic dispatch. I 
shall maintain myself as well as possible, but it is injurious to the 
stock, as the forage in all this country, and in Missouri adjoining, is 


about exhausted. But for your telegraphic dispatch correcting me, I © 


would have marched forward to-day, my design being to get on the 
grass in the Arkansas Valley, and take some of the boats loaded with 


corn, with which they expect to organize their force. They are just 


making the attempt to reorganize their forces now at Fort Smith. I 
deemed it extremely desirable to demolish all the force up the river 
before others got to them, and I could have kept my stock and-mules 
from starving in the valley. I mention this, as 1deem it necessary that 
you should know the condition of affairs here, but will obey orders to 
the best of my ability. 

L inclose an order I sent to the rebel hospital at Cane Hill. They 
have abused their privileges all the time. 1 have had. two companies 


~ stationed at Hermansburg, 8 miles southwest of Cane Hill, and prevented 


the dishonor of the hospital, by sending an ex-rebel in to attend a friend. 


* 
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The chick rebel surgeon gave him dispatches to Fort Smith, under the 
impression he was going there, informing them of my, movements, and 
how to scout up the Arkansas River, and cut up the Arkansas Union 
forces before I could reach them. The uneasiness of the rebel forces’ 
about the organization of the Arkansas troops gives me a great dea. _ 
more confidence i in the Arkansas forces. 
. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


{Inclosure.] 


HpQrs. 8TH AND 9TH DISTS., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp at Bentonville, March 2, 1863. 


CHIEF SURGEON, 
In charge of hospital, Cane-Hill, Ark. : 


Str: Ihave just learned that you have abused the privileges of the | 
flag of truce under which you have been permitted to retain a hospital 
at Cane Hill. Although it is no more than my duty to arrest you 
promptly, and make your whole establishment prisoners of war, I pre- 


- fer to adopt a different course for the present, and notify you: 


1st. That the hospital at Cane Hill must leave our lines and recross 
the Arkansas River within five days of the receipt of this notice. 

2d. That no communication of any kind must be sent from the hos- 
pital at Cane Hill, except a notification for transportation to the com- - 
manding officer at Fort Smith, which must be submitted-to the inspec: 
tion of the officer (Captain Anderson) who carries this dispatch. 

3d. Ail wounded or sick persons unable to travel without risk of life 
(and bed-fast) must be left to the care of the citizens of Cane Hill, and 
their number and names immediately reported to me, with the amount 
of subsistence and medical stores left there. 

In order that you may understand the nature of your offense, I will 
state that you intrusted one of your military dispatches to the com- 
manding officer at Fort Smith to one of our soldiers, formerly in the 
rebel service, and this was the means of detection of what, there has 
been too much reason to believe, has flagrantly been done for some 
time. 

I have the honor to remain, 
. WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. THIRD DIVISION, ARMY OF THE PaONt 
Camp on Finley Creek, Mo., March 2, 1863. 
Col. C. W. Marsu, 
Assistant Adjutant: General, Army of the Frontier: 


COLONEL: I am directed by the colonel commanding to inform you 
that the Third Division will move this morning at 8 o’clock in an east- 
erly direction, and, according to present arrangement, will go to what 
is known as the Mountain Store, in Texas County, a distance of 35 miles 
from here. 

The colonel will move forward, in advance of the infantry and trans- 
portation, with the most effective force of cavalry, leaving a sufficient 
force of cavalry back with the main command. When he will arrive at 
the Mountain Store, he will send out scouting parties from there until 
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_ the infantry and transportation comes up, which will be at least four — 
_ days, with the present condition of the roads. 

: I received reports from the forces left at Forsyth, pursuant to Gen. 
_ eral Orders, No. 13, very late last night, which are in very awkward 
_ shape and not correct, but it would be almost impossible to get another. 


_ return if sent back from here, which accounts for their being forwarded |” 


’ in such shape. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
A. G. McQUEEN, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., March 2, 1863. 


Information having been received at these headquarters of such a 
character as to leave little doubt that there is an organization in this 
State for the ostensible object of protecting themselves and loyal per- 
sons against the enemies of the Government, but whose real design is. 

to engage in a system of illegitimate and indiscriminate plunder, rea- 
dering property, and even life, insecure, and exempting no class of per- 
sons from the operation of their piracy, all such persons are therefore 
notified that ample opportunities are allowed to manifest their zeal for | 
their country and punish her enemies in a legitimate manner and under 
proper authority, and that it is the determination of the general com- 
manding that all lawlessness shall be suppressed. Peaceable and loyal 
citizens must and shall be protected in their property and lives, and the 
offenders, whoever they may be, punished according tolaw. To this 

_ end all commanding officers within this district are hereby directedto be 
vigilant and prompt in detecting such offenders, and aiding the civil 
officers in causing the arrest of all persons engaged in a violation of the 

_ eivillaw. When the civil authorities have no place of safety to hold 
such offenders in custody, they will be received by the commanding 

_ officers of Forts Scott and Leavenworth, to be held until demanded for 

trial. 

By order of Brig. Gen. James G. Blunt: 

THOS. MOONLIGHT, 
LTieutenant-Colonet and Ohief of Staff. 


\ 


Hpgrs. 8TH AND 9TH DISTS., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp Bentonville, March 3, 1863. 
General BLUNT: 

Sir: The forces in the district are at present located as follows: 
Third Brigade, Army of the Frontier, here; First, Second, and Third 
[Regiments], except two companies, at Fort Blunt, near Fort Wayne; 

five companies of Third Indian at Neosho, Mo., and one company of 
First at Waters’ Mill. 
The Third Battalion Tenth Illinois was gone to @assville, under some 
telegraphic orders from Schofield, no notice being sent me. I stopped 
them until some order in proper shape, and through the proper channel, 
had been sent, but they got out of the district before I had notice or time. 
At the post Fayetteville is the First Arkansas Cavalry, in poor con- 
‘dition; First Arkansas Infantry, 400 present, absent, sick, &e., and a 
battery (50 men without guns), the latter two forces being of no conse- 
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quence at present. The whole effectixe force is not there; is not as 
- great as it appears on paper. I send you a consolidated report of the 
district. I have now one company mounted at Dripping Springs as an 
outpost, 12 miles from Van Buren. I have a company on the head of 
Lee’s Creek (Indians), and Captain McCoy (First Arkansas) on the 
Cave Creek road. I have a company of Arkansas militia 15 miles from 
Clarksville, and two companies out on White River. These are out- 
posts. I have been cleaning out the bushwhackers in this country with 
considerable success. Getting it clear. 

I have had to watch the flank of my forces, as Marmaduke might re- 
turn, perhaps with Brooks’ command, in that way, as there is forage on 
- White River. Here I have had to work all my forces hard. Forage is 
scarce (almost exhausted). Ido not think I can get more than eight or 
ten days’ more in Northwestern Arkansas, even by hauling it from 20 to 
30 miles. Hard on the stock. My design was to move on the Arkan- 
sas River by the 5th. I would have started yesterday to the Illinois, 
where I have found ‘wheat enough for twenty days’ bread, but a tele- 
gram from General Curtis stopped me. I wish to urge on you the 
necessity of going forward immediately to the valley of the Arkansas. 
There will be grass enough there in ten :days for ponies, and I could 
in a few days haul the wheat to Hildebrand’s Mill. I wanted a train of 
200 wagons, so that I would have five days’ rations. If I cannot get 
them I had determined to go anyhow. . The trains would bring so much; 
the wheat I will haul to Hildebrand’s Mill will do some more, and I 
thought I would rather go on half rations and beef than lef the enemy 
organize the Indians south of the river. If we do not organize them ' 


= immediately the enemy will. If we had means, we could organize a 


Creek and Choctaw regiment. If we do not, we must fight these men 
this summer. While [ will be willing to attempt it, with the limited 
_ means I have, let me again appeal earnestly to you that its success 
to a great extent depends on our clothing them neatly, feeding them, 
and to some extent their starving families. After all, a little goes a 
great way. It is cheap recruiting. I have sent eight trains at different 
times into the Indian Nation this winter loaded with flour and meal I 
made in this country. Its effect has been most happy, in addition to 
its humanity. The rebels are alarmed, and are trying the same game. 
I intended to make a dash on their corn boats. I sent 800 men on the 
three boats that went up, but Colonel Harrison (against my positive in- 
structions) sent them around 110 miles, instead of going straight through 
to Osage, as I imperatively ordered. The result was that Major Wright 
(Second Indian), foreman (Third Indian), and Haynes (First Arkansas) 
unanimously voted to come back when they got in belly-deep mud on 
White River. I was deeply mortified, and would have gone with the 
party in person, but it was utterly unwise to have the scattered forces. 
here and at Fayetteville so long. 

Let me urge you to have me authorized to go forward. I will risk it, 
and rather burn up my old wagons in attempting it than let the enemy 
_ get foothold in the Arkansas Valley this spring. If Ihave to stay here, 
I have no forage, and if I dump down 100 wagon-loads of commissary 
stores, I cannot movg. I will do the best I can, but ask to be allowed 
to send all my train to Gibson, while I make a demonstration on the 
river and rake the river. ; : 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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- PRIVATE.] Hpgrs. 8TH AND 9TH DIsts., DEPT. OF THE Mo., : 
i In the Field, Camp at Bentonville, March 3, 1863. 


. Major-General CURTIS: 


The enemy have given furloughs to April 1. They are rapidly calling 
all soldiersin. Marmaduke’s forces are being recalled. Marmaduke in 
person was at Arkadelphia when last heard from. Part of his com- — 
_ mand (Shelby’s brigade) was at Batesville a few days ago, preparing for 
-- some movement. Brooks’ brigade, which includes Carroll’s regiment, 
now in Van Buren, amounts to some 1,200 men, and they have a bat- 
tery (West’s) of four brass pieces, two of them rifled, good guns. Car- 
roll’s regiment crossed the Arkansas at the mouth of Mulberry, and 
went southwest, a week ago, on the rumor of an approaching scout from ~ 
my command. The regiment is often called 500. A spy of mine saw 

_ them cross. It took from 10a. m. till 5 p.m.; counted 285 mounted 

men. They recrossed the river, and entered Van Buren, last Friday. 

The troops near Fort Smith changed camps four days ago; part are 2° 
- miles from Fort Smith, beyond the powder mill; the rest between Fort 

Smith and Van Buren, south side. If J could seize one or two boats, 

to cross and recross rapidly with, I have force enough to thrash all, I 
* think, they can bring there for a couple of weeks yet. Independent of 
- Brooks’ command, the force at Fort Smith is the débris of five infantry 
_ regiments, with from 600 to 900 men for duty. Colonels Watie’s and 

Bryan’s battalions, made into one regiment, under William Penn Adair. 

I do not think exceed 500 men. These likely would reach Fort Smith 

if threatened. I would also have to calculate on forces being sent up 

_ the river, which is bank full. At Little Rock there are five regiments 
(infantry), probably not over 1,200 men for duty. 
The enemy holds Clarksville, although they have made several stam- 
 pedes out of it, on report of my scouts approaching. Their passage from . 
Clarksville to Fort Smith is over the debatable ground, and they move 
rapidly, and rarely stay long on this side of the river. <A scout last 
_ night reports the infantry at Fort Smith crossing the river doubtful. 
The rebel hospital at Cane Hill, which has been a spy den inside of 
our lines, I have detected in sending dispatches to the commanding 
officer at Fort Smith, informing him of all my movements. I ordered - 
it south of Arkansas River within five days; and Captain Anderson 
(Third Indian Regiment), with a force, is between Cane Hill and Dutch- 
town, watching the re-establishment until it is gone. Captain McCoy, 
(Arkansas troops) is at Dripping Springs, 12 miles from Van Buren. 
Another company is at the head of Lee’s Creek. Lieutenant Walker 
(Sixth Kansas) is at Cincinnati, to support Anderson. I review and 
inspect Arkansas troops at Fayetteville on the 5th instant. 
The enemy succeeded in running up their boats and landing cargoes 
of corn. Two others loaded, got scared, and went back. Fort Smith and 
-- Van Buren were starving. I sent 600 men and two pieces of artillery to. 
take the boats. They did not succeed, although sent with full informa- 
tion and with ample time. Roads belly-deep in mud. I willreport case 
by mail. 
the enemy is exercised by the subsisting of the Indian Nation. One - 
of the boat-loads of corn was for the Choctaws. I wanted to take it’ 
before it reached them, but not afterward. 

All the menI could get at Fayetteville were 100 mounted men. Stock 
is too low, but I have spies at every point on the river, and will see that 
no more boats get up. I want permission to go and take any others | 

that may attempt to run up, and run them up the river. Also to move 
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the commissaries to Fort Gibson. Forageis gone. If we do not organ- 
ize the Indian forces south of the river in the next few weeks, the enemy — 
will. I propose moving the Third Brigade on the Illinois River, where 
there is seven or eight ‘days’ forage. There is wheat there to make two. 
weeks’ bread for my command, which I shall move to Hildebrand’s Mill, 
Cherokee Nation, to grind. The mill is 35 miles from Tahlequah and 
50 miles from Fort Gibson. My train of commissaries is due, and will 
~ arrive from Fort Scott within a week. I am on short, half or less, rations 
of everything but bread. We do not suffer. I have plenty of flour 
made here. My train (brigade) was always, and is, worthless. 
The enemy want to get possession of Northwestern Arkansas to con- 
_ seriptin it. Should I fall back, the Arkansas’ force we have will be 
greatly in peril, and the enemy will conscript where we could. recruit. 
Difficulties are great, but I will try to hold unless ordered out. It would 
undoubtedly be a great misfortune to evacuate Arkansas. I would 
rather risk something. I could strike at the river in a few days; pre- 
vent them from organizing, and send my commissaries to Fort Gibson, 
So.as to organize the Indian forces south of the river before the rebels 
get there. “ want orders. 
Respectfully, 
; . WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, March 4, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES, CRAIG, 
Commanding District of Nebraska: 


GENERAL: Iam in receipt of two letters from you of the 23d ultimo * 
in relation to the Indians, one proposing a spring campaign and the 
other mentioning a pursuit of the Utes and the fight of Captain Allen. 

The order of General Halleck moves the Nebraska regiment to Sioux 
' City, and renders it quite useless to consider the matter of the first 

letter. Ido not know the object of the Sioux City move, but suppose 

there is danger of an attack from the north by the Sioux Indians. Pepe 
‘probably wants the regiment in his department, and secures it by this 

order. Great prudence with the Indians must be practiced. I am 
bringing most of the troops away from Colorado, and you will, there- 

fore, have but a slender force to depend upon. The great effort is to 

crush out the rebellion as the first thing. Meantime we must make the 

best possible use of what we have to keep the overland route safe. 
_ Every year renders it more important. 

I telegraphed General Halleck, asking that you might retain two or 
three companies to take care of settlements i in the N: orthwest, but have | 
not yet received a reply. I think he will consent, but you must hire 
teams and push the remainder over. Let them 20 where grain and 
other forage can be had most abundant. It will probably be best to 
move over into Iowa, at Omaha, and pass through the settlements, but 
you will exercise your discretion as to this. It is ; not necessary that the 
detachments should. be united before reaching their destination, as they 
can probably get better accommodations by going in separate commands. 

J am, general, very truly, yours, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major- General. 


* Not found, 
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CAMP oF 2D. Ruer. Missouri STATE MILITIA CAVALRY, 
Bloomfield, Mo., March 4, 1863, 


Commanding District of Saint Louis : 


GENERAL: I havethe honor to report a cursory reconnaissance of the 


surroundings of this place, and respectfully to make such suggestions as 
occur to me for the fortifying it for permanent occupation. 


This ridge of firm earth between the swamps varies in breadth from 4 | 


to 10 miles, being widest at this place. The town is situated on the eomb 
of the ridge, with only two or three hills, within range of cannon, that 
command it, but these could be occupied by outworks. Neither of these 
hills would do for the location of a principal work, on account of water. 


The public square of the town could be fortified with an earthwork, so. 
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as to include water for stock and men, either in the work or in its rear | f. 


within musket range. For armament, at least from six to ten heavy guns | 


should be sent to this place via Cape Gir ardeau. Theaddition of aninfan- 

try regiment and an artillery battery to this command would, on the com- 
pletion of these works, make this great gateway of the southeast secure 
against any probable attempt. A work might be constructed and a 
garrison posted at or about Chalk Bluff, and another near the Arkansas 
line, to render the matter entirely secure. The infantry regiment could 


be immediately employed in the construction of works, thus relieving is 


so much of the cavalry as will be required for scouring the several coun- 
ties, suppressing guerrillas and protecting the few Union people now 
left here, as well as returning fugitives. 


The disloyal, who have property, will have to be put under oath and. 
bond, and when arule of exacting the extreme penalty for the viola- _ 
tion of parole shall have been adopted by our Government, we may 


hope that this class of disturbers will be effectually disposed of. But 
few examples will be needed to point and emphasize the meaning and 
extent of parole obligation. Humanity and sound policy alike demand 
them. 

Ihave required of the quartermaster at Cape Girardeau shovels picks, 


and wheelbarrows. As soon as they are received, I shall begin the work . * 


on the public square. To render it as permanent as possible, I shall en- 
deavor to revet it all with sod. A few houses will have to be removed, 
but they are in a ruined condition from a former attack on the town, 
when it was surrounded by Captain Hyde. Some trees will have to be 
felled in front of our outworks; the timber will be required, for fuel, 
stockades, &c. , 

iL intended to move last night against Thompson, who, I am informed, 
is at Clarkston with from 300 to 500 men. Hehasa lot of dug-outs, from 
which I hope to cut him off and bag his command. My command will 
move to-night if my scouts and spies report in time. 

There is an unaccountable detention of my howitzers, which I left 
Captain McClanahan, with one company at the Knob, tobringup. This 
has embarrassed and ‘delay ed me. At Chalk Bluff, even against 20 men 


on the bluff, I must have them to enable me to seize the “boat, the op- . 


posite bluff ’ commanding all approach from this direction. 

I have the honor to inclose report of Lieutenant Poole, of operations 
in taking possession of this place and breaking up a small camp yester- | 
day.* We are scouring the country in every direction. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JOHN McNEIL, 
Colonel, wea. | 


* See capture of Bloomfield, Mo., Mar a i; 1863, Poole to McNeil, Part I, p. 
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\ ‘ Fort Rinny, Kans., March 4, 1863. 
Lieutenant LORING, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Fort Leavenworth, Kans. : 

DEAR SiR: I have the honor to inform you that the detachient of 
Company I, Ninth Kansas Volunteers, whom I informed you were in» 
~ pursuit of the Pawnee Indians, were compelled to fall back, not being 
strong enough to risk an engagement, and that I have sent 2d re-enforce- 
ment of 60 men, under command of Captain Read, who I have no doubt 
- will give a good account of himself. 

Last night two citizens arrived here, giving a most fearful account of 
the ravages of Indians on the Solomon River. The settlers were stripped 
of everything—cattle, horses, food, clothing, bedding, Sc., and all their 

arms they could get. I have dispatched every available man to their 
assistance, retaining hardly sufficient for post duty, and it may even be 
necessary to send what are remaining. In such a case, would it be 
proper for me to call upon the citizens to guard this post, if I left a 
commissioned officer here, and should I be justified in issuing rations 
to citizens thus called in? An early reply will greatly oblige. 
I have the honor to be, yours, respectfully, 
JOHN KE. STEWART, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


HpqQrs. THIRD DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp Mountain Grove, Wright County, Mo., March 5, 1863. 


Col. C. W. Marsa, 
Assistant Adjutant. General, Springfield, Mo.: 


The colonel commanding the Third Division [directs me] to inform 
- you that the scouting party which was sent a few days [ago] to West 
‘Plains returned last evening, and brings reliable information of the 
rebel force under Marmaduke being encamped a short distance below 
Batesville, Ark., and is shoeing his - horses and getting his command in 
. good condition; ; also [that] Burbridge’s command is in and around 
Salem, but has no permanent place, ‘put keeps moving about as cir- 
cumstances may dictate. The scouting party came close upon a party 
or independent company, who keep skulking through the mountains in 
this vicinity, dressed in the Federal uniform, numbering about 100 men, 
but did not capture any of them. 

I inclose a copy of a communication* sent to these heativuartens by 
Lieut. Col. D. Kent, commanding the Nineteenth Regiment Iowa In- — 
fantry, at Forsyth, in reference to casualty which happened to some 
of his men while crossing the river; also his opinion about the practica- 
bility of crossing on said boats. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. G. McQUEEN, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR.| Hpg@rs. Dist. oF ROLLA, DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
Rolla, Mo., Mareh 5, 1863. 
During the two years’ war and rapine which has reigned within the 
limits of* “this district, the military authorities of the United States have 
exercised great clemency and indulgence toward rebels and their sym- 
pathizers, while they, regardless of Civilized customs, enlightened Jaws, 


* Not found. 
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and their most solemn oaths, have done all in their ‘power to annoy 


and maltreat loyal citizens, and to murder and waylay the soldiers of 


the Union. Such outrages will no longer be tolerated. Guerrillas will 
be dealt with in accordance with the established military laws of civil- 
ized nations and with orders issued from the general commanding the 
department. Citizens uttering disloyal sentiments, or aiding either by 
word or deed the enemies of the Government, will be escorted without — 
the limits of the district under guard, and if found again within its lines 
they will be promptly arrested and dealt with as spies. Citizens must 
be wholly loyal or thorough traitors. There is no middle ground to 
occupy, and, while extending protection to Union men, no leniency will 
be shown to those who are rebels. 
8S. H. BOYD, 


Colonel, Commanding District. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Sharp, but probably all right. 
SAML. R. CURTIS. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ROLLA, | 
, March 6, 1863. 
Major-General CuRTIS, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

GENERAL: A young man (of Benton County), representing himself 
as a deserter from Hindman, surrendered yesterday. He imparts the 
following information: Marmaduke is just across the river from Bates- 
ville; his force is 3,000. Holmes and Hindman at Little Rock; strength, 
10,000. Colonel Coffee was acquitted by the court-martial; is now in 
Missouri on recruiting service. A large number of officers and privates 
of Hindman’s army are sent to Missouri to bushwhack and recruit; 
mostly gone north of the river. Colonel Porter died near Batesville ; 
Jeff. Thompson takes his place. The Third Division, Army of the 
Frontier, is at Mountain Store. 

I have thought proper to hold Houston Post a while longer. Glover 
has sent all the wagons from here there, to call them in. if the Third 
Division proceeds in a southeasterly direction, it appears warrantable in 
holding Houston as an important intermediate, &c. 

General, I deserve your severest censure for furloughing some of my 


- men without asking your permission. I confess my guilt and shame, 


and ask you to attribute it to my precipitancy of feeling in their behalf. 
It is the first act of my life for which I am justly guilty of disrespect and 
disobedience; it shall be the last. After and since doing so, I have un- 


-dergone severe punishment in mind and feeling of no ordinary measure. 


A great many refugees, mostly females, are here destitute. I am reg- | 
istering them, and think proper to notify the aid society of their wants. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. H. BOYD, 
Colonel, Commanding Post and District. 


Hpe@rs. SECOND MISSOURI STATE MILITIA CAVALRY, 
Bloomfield, March 6, 1863. 
General DAVIDSON, 
Comdg. Saint Louis Dist. of the Missouri, Saint Lowis, Mo.: 


GENERAL: Large supplies of corn are being collected at Chalk Bluff. 


Couriers have been sent to Marmaduke, who was expected there last 
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night with his whole command and nine pieces of artillery. “My com- 
pany, left in the rear to bring up the two howitzers, has not arrived, 
and I can hear nothing of them. Ihave sent a messenger to look for 
Colonel Lindsay, and hear nothing of him. Can you re-enforce us 
with a good regiment of infantry and a battery? We made a dash for 
Thompson on the 5th and 6th, going to Clarkton, where his force was 
reported; captured all his pickets, which extended for 50 miles up the 
road ; killed 9 and captured 27. Thompson dropped down the point, 
trying to get me far enough from this post to put it in the power of his 
force at the bluff. I fell back for the protection of Bloomfield. Will 
make a dash at Chalk Bluffas soon as my howitzers come up. 
JOHN McNEIL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HpDQrs. THIRD DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp Mountain Grove, March 6, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Army of the Frontier : 


GENERAL: We will be obliged to leave this point, on account of 
searcity of forage, within five days, which will be as soon as the horses 
and mules will reach us from Rolla. Wecan obtain no forage this side 
of Spring Creek, some 40 miles southeast of this point. 

Marmaduke is said by my scouts to be below Batesville, shoeing 
horses, &c., preparing for a move in some direction. Burbridge is re- 
, ported as being below Salem, Ark., with 1,000 men. There are small 
scouting parties.of the enemy between Salem, Ark., and West Plains, 
Mo. I have a scout of 75 men at or near West Plains. 

Unless otherwise ordered, I will, when we move again, take the cay- 
alry belonging to the division and move on Salem, Ark. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. F. GEIGER, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Division. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., March 7, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 

General Davidson reports that Colonel MeNeil encountered forces of 
Jeff. Thompson below Bloomfield; killed 9 rebels and took 20 pris- 
oners; also considerable live stock. Marmaduke is reported near Chalk 
Bluff with his force from Nebraska. General Craig reports the Ute In- 
dians stealing horses on stage line; were pursued, and stock recovered. 
Lieutenant commanding badly wounded. _ Fifty of troops under Colonel 
Collins, Ohio cavalry, going to relief of Fort Halleck, caught in snow 
storm and badly frosted. Two frozen to death. 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 


Springfield, Mo., March 7, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM FI. CLoun, 


Commanding District of Southwestern Missouri: 
COLONEL: It is impossible for me at present to give.a very satisfac- 
tory answer to your inquiries about the positions and movements of my 
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troops. Colonel Weer’s command is a few miles west of Mount Vernon, 
and will probably remain in that vicinity as long as forage can be obtained. 
The Second Division is near Hartville, and the Third has gone east to 
about the limit of your district. I have still a considerable force at 
Forsyth and a battalion of cavalry at Cassville. I would much like to 
have the latter relieved by some of your troops, if practicable, so as to 
avoid too great separation of the battalion from the division to which it 
belongs. 1 would also ask you to relieve the force at Forsyth, but I 
presume you have not the force to spare. I will give you additional in- 
tormation on the subject of your letter as soon as I:obtain it. 
Very respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE. MISsoURI,] 
; March 7, 1863. 
Colonel PHILLIPS, Fayetteville : . 

Fort Smith is no account to us till we get the entire commerce of the 
river. If you get boats, destroy them, as the enemy is probably too 
strong on the south side for your force to hold the navigation. No force 
could have crossed into Arkansas at Vicksburg. It is not certain that 
Price has come over. Marmaduke is near Batesville, or was afew days 
since. He has 3,000 or 4,000 troops. 

; SAML. R. CURTIS, 
; Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, March 9, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. B. M. PRENTISS, 
Commanding Eastern Arkansas, Helena: 


DEAR GENERAL: Yours of the 28th, with a boat-load of contraband 
negroes, is duly received. I have more of these, unfortunately, than I 
know what to do with. The State of Missouri must not be made the 
depot for the paupers of Arkansas, and it is not a safe way of disposing 
of free negroes, because the laws of this State are such as to endanger 
the freedom of persons of African descent. I know the subject is trou- 
blesome and perplexing, but I respectfully suggest that you only trans- 
fer it by sending the negroes to my command. I would be glad to 
relieve you of difficulty, but it is out of my power. I will have tosend 
back if you repeat the shipments. 

J am, general, very respectfully, and truly, your friend and obedient 


servant, 


SAML. R. CURTIS, _ 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
In the Field, Fort Scott, March 9, 1863. 
Col. WizLtAM A. PHILLIPS, Commanding Indian Brigade : 

DEAR COLONEL: On my arrival here, I found several dispatches from 
you, relating to affairs in Western Arkansas and the Indian Territory, 
and also obtained information from Dr. Gillpatrick, corroborating your 
statements. 

I am highly gratified at the result of your efforts to hold your ad- 
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vanced position, and also your exertions to provide, as far as in your 
power, for the unfortunate loyal Indian families that have been depend- 
ent upon the Government for sustenance. I shall necessarily have to 
leave the details of the disposition of the forces under your command 
to yourself, having full confidence in your judgment and skill to con- 


duct their operations for the best interest of the service. 


The main points that I desire you to keep in view are, briefly, these: 


~ That the country to the Arkansas River must be occupied at the ear- 


s 


liest day practicable, which will be as soon as grass is sufficiently raised 


. tosustain animals. It is important that this movement be made as 


soon as possible, in order to prevent the organization and concentra- 
tion of the rebel forces that have been temporarily disbanded, and to 
facilitate the raising of the two new Indian regiments, the officers of 
which I have ordered to report to you, and are now on their way. The 
greatest obstacle in the way of an early movement will be want of sub- 
sistence, as it will be difficult to get a supply train down to the Arkansas 
River before grass, and our transportation here is rather limited at 
present. I shall, however, do the best I can for you. You should not 
detain any of the wagons from the supply trains, but have them un- 
loaded and returned promptly. Captain Insley will probably be able 
to send 140 wagons the next train. You must economize in the matter, 
of rations as much as possible. It is better the command be placed on 
half rations (except beef) for a short time than that there should be © 
any delay in occupying the country. 

In moving your forces south, you must provide for protecting your 


flank and rear and supply trains. A small force should be kept at 


Maysville and such other points as may be deemed advisable; for this 
purpose you can use the Arkansas troops. I will endeavor to have a 
force sent to Neosho to relieve the troops there belonging to your com- 


sy mand, and I shall send a sufficient force of white troops to Fort Smith 


to occupy that post as soon as they are placed at my disposal. You 
will encourage and facilitate the organization of the loyal men in West- 
ern Arkansas. All will be received who offer as infantry, and must be 


organized in accordance with law and existing orders. A mustering. 


officer will be sent to you as soon as one can be procured. In the mean 
time recruits can be enrolled and sworn, and then muster will date back 


_to time of enlistment. I will urge the payment of your command with 


as little delay as possible, and endeavor to have them paid up to last 
of February, 1863. 

Colonel Coffin has made arrangements for taking the refugee Chero- 
kees back as soon as the country is occupied by troops; has provided — 
seeds, farming implements, &c. 1 think it advisable that the refugees 
locate and form for the present season, at least, in colonies, and at such 
places as may be selected as depots or military posts. This will afford 
them protection, and enable the Indian soldiers to assist in cultivating 


-acrop when not otherwise engaged. I would suggest Tahlequah and 


Park Hill, Fort Gibson, and Lewis Ross’ place as among the points suit- 
able for occupancy. It is also desirable that you put some of the salt 
works in operation at an early day, and manufacture sufficient salt for 
your command and the loyal people. 

Keep me informed frequently of all your movements, and matters 
generally in the Indian country and Western Arkansas. TI shall leave 
here for Fort Leavenworth on the 12th instant. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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HpDQrs. 8TH AND 9TH DISTS., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp at Bentonville, Ark., March 9, 1863. 


Major-General CURTIS, 
| Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


Str: The small-pox has gained no further headway. There are ais 
teen cases at quarantine hospital, 14 miles distant. Strict sanitary reg- 
ulations have been adopted, although itis somewhat difficalt to regulate 
Indian habits. 

Major Maynard, surgeon First Arkansas Cavalry, was appointed med- 
ical director of the District of Western Arkansas, by Special Orders, 
No. 12. It was necessary to place some person in the position, and I 
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deemed it best to take a man from the Arkansas command, as I learned 


that he was competent. 
I visited and reviewed the Arkansas troops three days ago. I was, 


in the main, pleased with their appearance, but the disposition to go 
home is too general, and I found it necessary to check it. This has 


given me a good deal of trouble in the Indian command, but I find the 
Arkansas command worse than they are. 

I desire to secure for the First Arkansas Cavalry a couple of 12- 
pounder mountain howitzers. Will you order them sent to Springfield, 
so that they can be properly drawn and sent forward as early as possi- 


ble? Ifind a much better sentiment in Arkansas than expected. The~ 


infantry regiment of Colonel Johnson will be tilled up whenever we can 
go forward to the river, and one other regiment. Perhaps Johnson may 
get his regiment full before. 


There are a number of outside companies, numbering from. 20 to 50, 


: that are stationed around at different points, as outlying posts or 


scouts. 
Unless you order, I have forbidden the enroliment of any militia, but 


most of these men had fully committed themselves prior to that time, | 
and have to keep up these volunteer organizations. When armed, it. 


has only been by arms taken from the enemy and given with caution. 
This is, of course, a matter of the utmost delicacy, and I felt the great- 
est apprehensions about it; but, with proper care, these may be made 
good schools for the volunteer service, and all they get is rations. It 
happens in this way: Some men, long desiring to be loyal, when a scout 
or party goes forward, believing the day come, do not hesitate to make 
unequivocal demonstrations. lor protection, they have then to join the 
service, or, if reluctant to take that step, they are compelled thus to or- 
ganize to protect their families, and being thus in service without pay 
is not easy done; they drift into thev olunteer s service, and in the mean 
time are good scouts. 

The lack of funds in this district is very embarrassing. All forage 
has to be paid forin vouchers. I desire to have a number of good scouts 
and spies, as I deem it of the first importance to keep posted as to the 
whereabouts of the enemy. Quartermasters and commissaries have 
made the necessary estimates for funds, but I prefer to have a disburs- 
ing officer sent here. This willsave mea great deal of trouble, watching 
that everything runs honestly. I need a mustering officer for the two 
new Indian regiments ordered. He ought to be here and muster the 


men as received into the Indian and Arkansas regiments. I under- , 


stand that General Schofield appointed a mustering officer from the 
volunteer service, who has been carrying on business at Fayetteville. 
I do not understand it, but, out of respect to General Schofield, refer the 
matter to you, and at the same time earnestly urge that a lieutenant of 
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the Regular Army be ordered to report to me as ovence and disburs- 
ing officer. 

‘An officer of the Ninth Kansas, while in my command, recently on 
a scout found some gold coin hidden near the premises of a rebel. 
The parties living there professed to know nothing of it. Captain Cole- 
man and the lieutenant counted out the money—$540 i in gold coin—to 
the provost-marshal (Lieutenant Moody), in whose charge it is. Hear- 
ing nothing of a legitimate owner, I design sending it forward, small 
though the sum is, to aid in paying the interest on the national debt. 
I do not permit it to be disbursed here for two reasons: there is a pre- 
mium on it, and I prefer to have greenbacks circulated here. It is the 
first money "taken i in my command, and I shall forward it at the earliest 
safe opportunity to your headquarters. 

By the last train the post quartermaster forwarded 42 bales of cot- 
ton. It was chiefly taken from rebels on the Arkansas River, and goes 
to the credit of the Government. Twelve bales are claimed by Mr. 
Powell. Colonel Harrison writes about his claim. The cotton was sent 


. to the quartermaster of the post, Springfield. I desire that it be for- 


warded to your headquarters, Saint Louis, Mo. As to the right of the 
gentleman, Powell, to the 12 bales, I can say nothing, knowing of it but 
by hearsay and his own statements. The 30 are clearly contraband, and 
the 12 you can adjudicate when you get them to Saint Louis. 

My horse stock suffers. Forage is almost entirely gone from this 

region. In the Arkansas Valley there is a little grass. I was in hopes 
of getting some boat-loads of corn, and taking them to subsist my stock 
there, but your orders to burn any makes it difficult for me to push my 
half-starved stock down to Clarksville, merely .to burn a boat. 
_ General Blunt’s. instructions, while they do not order, seem to indi-. 
cate that I,should prepare to go forward. Your dispatches forbid it. 
Iam waiting to cover my commissary train of 125 wagons. I intend 
having them unloaded at Fort Gibson. I cannot keep | the mules here 
and goforward. My broken-down brigade train cannot take one-fourth 
of it. However, I shall manage somehow. 

Tam watching for Marmaduke. I have a reconnaissance at Hunts- 
ville, one on White River, one near Clarksville, one at Dutch Mills, and 
one at Dripping Springs. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HpDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Port Smith, Ark., March 9, 1863. 


Col. M. LA RuE HARRISON, 


Commanding United States Forces, Fayetteville : 


Sire: Your letter of 8th instant by flag of truce has been received. 
The subject-matter is one over which I have no control. Sergeant- 
Major Thompson has never been under my jurisdiction. I have 
appointed Captain Crosby, adjutant-general, to confer with Lieutenant 
Stark. 

Your obedient servant, 


WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. — 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICr OF COLUMBUS, 
t ~ March 9, 1863. 
Major-General HURLBUT, . 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn. : ' 
I have just received the following telegram : 
: HEADQUARTERS, ; 


Saint Louis, March 9, 1863. 
From information received from Bloomfield and Jericho, there is danger of an at- 


tack by 4,000 troops, under Jeff. Thompson, upon New Madrid. If it is possible, will | ~ 


you warn the commander of New Madrid to be on the alert ? 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding District of Saint Louis. 


In accordance with above, I have sent information to commanding _ 


officer New Madrid, Island No. 10, and of the gunboat New Era, stating 
that, if needed, I would send re-enforcements at once. 
ASBOTH, 
Brigadier- General. 


oi CoLuMBUS, March 10, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. [J. W.] DAvipson, 
Commanding District of Saint Louis : 


Col. D. H. Hughes, commanding at New Madrid, just informs me that ° 


no enemy is this side of Reelfoot Lake, to his knowledge, and that he 

will send out scouting parties to ascertain the truth. A combined. bri- 

gade of line was ready to move at a moment’s notice and take Jeff. 

Thompson in the flank, and Captain Glasford’s gunboat, New Era, will 

also co-operate whenever required. 
: ASBOTH, 

. Brigadier-General. 


Fort Scott, Kawns., Marck 10, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 

GENERAL: Colonel Phillips has doubtless kept you advised of the 
state of affairs in Western Arkansas and the Indian Territory. I have 
lately been receiving frequent and full reports from him, and have also 
received full and correct information from one of my spies (an intelli- 
gent and trusty man), who has just returned from a pilgrimage through 
the Indian country south of the Arkansas River. Forty miles this 


’ side of Fort Washita, Cooper has about 4,000 men, mostly deserters from 


Hindman’s army. They have no horses, or equivalent to none, and a 
very ineffective force. At Fort Washita there are 80 men; 50 miles 
south of Fort Gibson is Stand Watie, with about 700 men; at Fort 
Smith there is part of five regiments, numbering about 18 [sic] men, 
and some artillery—two pieces certainly, and possibly four pieces. They 
have no horses fit for service. Marmaduke is reported to be at Clarks- 
ville, but I do not know the strength of his force. 

I consider it of the utmost importance to occupy the Indian country 
as far south as the Arkansas River at as early a day as possible, and 
have so instructed Colonel Phillips. A copy of my letter to him of yes- 
terday’s date is herewith inclosed* for your information upon this subject. 
1 would like you to inform me if these instructions meet with your ap- 
proval. I think a sufficient force of white troops should be sent to garri- 
son Fort Smith, in conjunction with the movement of Colonel Phillips’ 


Riera 


* Bee p, 147, 
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command, but I have none at my disposal for that purpose. I shall 
leave here on the 12th and be at Fort Leavenworth on the 15th instant. 

I desire to call your attention to the payment of the Indian regiments, 
as their families are very destitute and dependent upon the soldiers’ 
pay. If there is any lack of funds at Saint Louis, I think that Major 
Hunt, at Fort Leavenworth, has sufficient to pay them to the last of 
February, and he might be directed to send a paymaster for that pur- 
pose, as it will be now convenient to send an escort this way, as it will 
be on the line of communication for supplying that command. I think 
the rolls of the last muster have been sent to Fort Leavenworth. 

. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, é 

JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) WAR DEPT., ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, _ 
No. 114. Washington, March 10, 1863. 
* He * * * * * 
XVIIL. Maj. Gen. E. V. Sumner, U. 8. Volunteers, having been as. 
signed to the command of the Department of the Missouri, will proceed 
to Saint Louis, Mo., accordingly.* The quartermaster will furnish nec- 
essary transportation for his horses. . 
_ By order of the Secretary of War: 
' L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General. 


CoLumBus, Ky., March 11, 1863. 
- Major-General CURTIS: ; 

Vhe Tennessee Forts Henry and Heiman, transferred to the Depart- 
ment of the Cumberland, were evacuated, by order of General Rosecrans, 
yesterday, and occupied by the rebels to-day. General Sullivan’s forces 

~ are all withdrawn to Jackson, leaving open the way for the rebels either 
to Paducah or Columbus. I embark with troops to retake the fort, and 
would request you to re-enforce Columbus for the time of my absence 
with two regiments of infantry and one light battery. Please answer. 
ASBOTH, 

ai | Brigadier-General. 


Saint LOvIS DistTRiIcT, March 11, 1863. 
Commanding Officer Cape Girardeau : 

J have just received information from General Asboth, commanding 
at Columbus, that the scouts from New Madrid have discovered Mar- 
maduke in the neighborhood of Bloomfield with a large force. Inform 
General McNeil by express at once. Cape Girardeau may also be threat- 
ened, but, with the infantry you now have, you ought to whip ten times 

your numbers of Marmaduke’s men. Warn McNeil to be on his guard, 
as, if Marmaduke’s force is very heavy, he may have to retire upon 
Girardeau. Keep me advised by telegram. Troops are at hand if 


wanted. 
DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


P.S.—This must be acknowledged from Girardeau to-night. Let me 
know if the First Nebraska has got down. Rage: 


* General Sumner died on March 21, 1863, 
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. CoLumBus, March 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAvipson: 

I just received information from Captain Glassford, commanding 
United States gunboat New Era, that the scouts of Colonel [D. HL} 
Hughes, commanding at New Madrid, had discovered Marmaduke with 
a large force in the neighborhood of Bloomfield, apparently threatening - 
Cape Girardeau. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AND NINTH DISTRICTS, 
In the Field, shee ghd March 12, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 

Sir: For the past two days I have been in shape, expecting attack. 
Cabell came up a few days ago from Roseville to Clarksville with two 
Texas regiments, and some others, probably Marmaduke’s, as most of his 
men started for the Arkansas River. Brooks is at Ozark, with Carroll. 
Manlow [Monroe ?] has crossed from Fort Smith, and has an outpost 10 
miles from Van Buren, a few miles from mine. i have a reconnaissance 
at Huntsville; spies and scouts watching the force toward Clarksville; 
an advance at Cane Hill and at Dutch Mills. The force at Fayetteville I 

‘ordered to fall back before our approach to Elm Springs, 8 miles from 
Major Foreman, with my howitzers, and a good force of mounted rifles» 
is within supporting distance of Fayetteville and my main force. If: 
attacked, I design fighting about Elm Springs, so as to have my trans- ©’ 
portation well in the rear. I begin to fear they will not leave the river. — 

‘ It is, I think, impossible to surprise us, and I think we can destroy them 
if they venture up. General Steele threatens to hold Fort Smith if at- 
tacked. Efforts are being made to keep the Indians south of the Ar- 
kansas, with the rebels. Clothing and food have been sent by the boats. 
Six bushwhackers were killed yesterday; some are killed or taken 
every day. The Arkansas River is in good stage. There are no heavy 
siege guns on the Arkansas River since the river was taken; 12-pounder 
field piece the heaviest; 700 or 800 men at Pine Bluff, but no works or 
heavy guns; a few thousand men at Little Rock, in bad condition (200. 
to the regiment), with three batteries, or parts of field batteries, 6’s and 
12’s; between 7,000 and 8,000 rebels in hospital at Little Rock; 28 boats 
now on the Arkansas River, mostly at Little Rock. It is reported that, 
if attacked by a heavy force, they will abandon the river, burn the boats, 
and concentrate at Arkadelphia. General Steele claims to command the 
(rebel) Indian Department. 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. — 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, | 
March 12, 1863, 
WILLIAM A. PHILLIPS, . 
Col. Comdg., Hdgrs. Lighth and Ninth Dists., in the Field: 
You should not fight a battle; yours an outpost duty. So fall back 
or dash forward, striking the.enemy only where he does not expect you, 


and never waiting an attack. 
SAML, R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 
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Hors. DEPARTMENT or THE LyDIAN TERRITORY, ba 
Fort Smith, Ark., March 13, 1863. 


Oomdg. Officer United States Forces, Northwestern nebaneae 


Str: Within the past few days a party of Indians and white men 
combined have visited the northern banks of the Arkansas, and have 


‘perpetrated acts only characteristic of savages; among other atrocities 


an old man some fifty years of age, who has taken no part whatever in 
the war, was taken from his house and brutally murdered. A youth, 


‘some sixteen or seventeen years of age, who was at his home sick with 


the small-pox, was also causelessly and inhumanly murdered. Murders 
of other harmless and inoffensive non-combatants by the same party are 
also reported to me. I am informed that this party was composed of a 
mixed body of Indians and white men, under the ostensible leadership 
of aman by the name of Benge, and that they claim to be soldiers of 


the United States. I would respectfully ask whether or not they are 


recognized as such, and whether the acts herein referred to are approved 
and justified by the officer in command of the district in which they 
operate? In theinterview had between Lieutenant Stark, U. 8. Army, 
bearer of a flag of truce, and my assistant adjutant- general, Captain 
[J. F.] Crosby, - reference was had to the removal of families without 
either line occupied by the armies respectively. It was understood that 
there had not been, and would not.be, any objection made by the United 
States commander to such removal. Such a course accords fully with 
my views and actions in regard to this matter, and if there be no 
mistake in regard to your views, I would be pleased to enter into an 
officially mutual engagement to that effect. 

I am informed that John Cottrell and William Tendon, soldiers of the 
Confederate States Army, while at their home sick, in the vicinity of 
Van Buren, were captured and taken off as prisoners of war. I would 
ask if these and other similar cases are to be so regarded? Will they 
be paroled, or are you disposed to arrange for an exchange? 

Tam in ete of a copy of communication from Colonel Phillips, U. 
S. Army, to Col. M. La R. Harrison, U. 8. Army, commanding post at 
Fayetteville, Ark., dated March 10, referring to a prior order in regard to’ 
the removal of the hospital at Cane Hill, Ark. The inmates of this hos- 
pital will be removed as rapidly as their condition will justify. The 
implied charge of a knowledge on my part of violations of flag of truce 
going to and from this hospital is both gratuitous and void of founda- 
tion. I must beg leave to protest against the application to myself of 
the same rule which appears to control the officer in command of United 
States forces. An agent is surely presumed to be better informed than 
his principal, yet Captain Anderson seems to have been fully aware of 
the convention referred to. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


ee 


GENERAL ORDERS, ! HpQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 20. Saint Louis, Mo., March 13, 1863. 

I. Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies, U. 8. Volnniere is aasighed to 
the command. of the District of Rolla, vice Col. J. M. Glover, Third 
Missouri Cavalry, relieved. 

II, Capt. Martin Welfley, Battery B, First Missouri Light Artillery, is 
assigned to duty at these headquarters, as chief of artillery, to cae 
from the 1st pega and will be respected and obeyed as such. 
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_ II. Surg. Madison Mills having been relieved from duty in this de-’ 
partment, Surg. D, L. Magruder is assigned to duty as medical director, 
to date from the 5th instant. 
By command of Major-General Curtis: 
H. Z. CURTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpqgrs. NINETEENTH IOWA VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Forsyth, Mo., March 14, 1863. 
General [SCHOFIELD]: 


I have the honor to relate that our forage train has been attacked, 
about 20 miles from here, by about 400 of the eaemy. The messenger 
coming in after re-enforcements informs me that they are being held in 

- check by the escort to the train, composed of about 70 cavalry and 50 
infantry. I have just dispatched all the wagons I had loaded with . 
infantry (only six), with about 25 cavalry (all in camp), to their relief. 
From several scouts, and from other sources, I learn that we shall be 
attacked at this place before many days by a combined force under 
Coffee and several other leaders, and would respectfully suggest that 

you send re-enforcements immediately, composed in part of artillery. 

-Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. KENT, 
Tieutenant-Cotlonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Lebanon, March 15, 1863. 
Brigadier-General ToTTEN, 
Commanding Second Division, Camp on Elk Oreek: 


GENERAL: I am informed by General Curtis that he has information, 


via Helena, to the effect that McCuiloch has re-enforced Marmaduke at 


- Batesville, and contemplates a movement northward toward Pilot Knob 
or Rolla. I have instructed Colonel Geiger, commanding Third Divis- 
ion, to watch the enemy’s movements and inform you, as well as me, of 
‘all that may occur, so that you may re-enforce him, if necessary. If you 
receive information from Colonel Geiger of any movement of the enemy, . 
such as to require your action, you will please move at once, without 
waiting for instructions from me, join the Third Division, assume com- 
‘mand of the combined force, and act according to your judgment. I 
do not think an advance of the enemy at all probable, notwithstanding 
the report, but give these general instructions in view of possibilities. 
I will join you if future information corroborates that just received. I 
inclose dispatch to Colonel Geiger on same subject. Will you please 
forward it to his camp? He was at Mountain Store when last heard 
from; may have gone to Houston, West Plains, or Salem, Ark. 


Very respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
({Inclosure. ] 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Lebanon, March 15, 1863. 
Col. W. F. GEIGER, Commanding Third Division : 
CoLONEL: Information received by way of Helena is to the effect 
- that McCulloch has joined Marmaduke at Batesville, making their com- 
_ bined force about 6,000 men, and that they design moving north, either 
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toward Rolla or Pilot Knob. T desire you to keep yourself thoroughly 
informed of their movements, and to be prepared to meet them. I will 
instruct General Totten to move to your support in the event ofan 
advance by the enemy. General Totten’s division is encamped on Blk 
Creek, about 22 miles southeast of this place. Inform General Totten 
of any movement of the enemy which may require his co-operation with 
you, and he will act accordingly. You will, of course, keep me advised 
of all that may be of importance. I will advise you of any movement 
I may make from this place. 
Very respectfully, 
M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


LEBANON, March 15, 1863. 
Col. WiLL1AM WEER, 
Commanding First Division, near Mount Vernon: 


I have reason to apprehend an attack upon the force at Forsyth by 
Marmaduke’s force. You will please move rapidly with the main body 
of your command toward that place, and support it if it be threatened. 
IT have directed Lieutenant-Colonel Kent, in command at Forsyth, to 
communicate with you. Be guided by the information you may get 
from him and from other sources. It may not be necessary for you to 
go entirely to Forsyth; possibly also Springfield may be threatened. 
You will, of course, support the gafrison there, if necessary. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


LEBANON, Mo., March 15, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: ; 
Your dispatch of yesterday was received this morning. I have in- 

structed Colonel Geiger to watch the enemy’s movements, and General 
Totten to join him and move against McCulloch, if he came in a northern 
direction. I apprehend his move will be on Forsyth or Fayetteville, 

rather than in the direction indicated. I have ordered Colonel Weer 
to move to the support of Forsyth, and requested Colonel Cloud to send 
a battery and some cavalry there at once, as he is nearer than Colonel 
‘Weer; but, as you are aware, no considerable force can be supported 
there longer than afew days. The small force now there has to go from 
30 to 40 miles south for forage. A foraging party was attacked 20 
miles south of Forsyth yesterday, by about 400 rebels. They were still 
fighting when heard from, and Lieutenant-Colonel Kent had sent out 
re-enforcements. To attempt to hold that place longer with the small 
force that can be supported there, while the other “troops are in their 
present positions, will only be to expose the small force to capture if the 
enemy choose to make the attempt. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, March 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CurRTIS, Saint Louis : 
GENERAL: I have just received Colonel Boyd’s letter to you,* with 
your remarks on it, in regard to influences brought to bear to procure 


*Not found; bunt see Cutis to Howland, p. 120, on the same subject. 
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your removal. I have no knowledge, official or unofficial, in regard to 

‘ the allegations of that letter. I saw it stated in the newspapers that 
_ the Missouri delegation in: Congress had nearly unanimously asked for 
: _ your removal, but for what reason was not stated. Nothing on the sub- 
_ ject was said to me till I received the order to assign General Sumner 
_ to the command of that department. I was informed at the time that 
_ the command had been promised to General Sumner some four or five 
- months ago. 

I can only add that this assignment was made without any interven- 
tion or advice on my part, and I am entirely ignorant what charges, if 
any, were made against you by the delegation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, | 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
March 16, 1863. 
General SCHOFIELD, Lebanon: 


Forsyth can be held with a small force, surrounded as it is with 
almost impassable streams at this season of the year. Was our forag- 
ing party on the opposite side of White River? I suppose it must have 
been. Such parties should be very guarded, foraging in front of our 

‘posts. The streams and mountains between West Plains and Forsyth , 
are such obstructions as to render co-operation almost impossible in any 
direct line. The enemy will have to choose which side of White River 
he will take if he dares to try another northern movement. You will 
see the necessity of keeping your main force far enough north to move 
down on him on either route. I agree with you that it will be his safest 

_ way to approach on south side of White River to Forsyth, and, there- 
fore, he is most likely to come up that way. If he does, he should be 

_ attacked at the river and in the defiles this side, if he does succeed in 
crossing to this side. . 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS Saint Louis DISTRICT, _ 
Saint. Louis, Mo., March 16, 1863. 
Maj. H. Z. CurtTIs, ; 
Adjutant-General, Department of the Missourt: 


Masor: The accompanying dispatch is respectfully inclosed for the 
general. 
McNeil will have, or ought to have, to-day 2,500 men at Bloomfield ; 
so Isee no occasion for his stampede. He is ordered to throw up a re- | 
doubt, fell abatis, put his guns in position, and hold Bloomfield against 
Marmaduke’s ragamufiins. I apprehend no other result but success for’ 
him, as at present strengthened. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—There is a regiment of infantry at Girardeau, and Waring’s 
_ regiment of cavalry is on its way now to McNeil. 


. a to os 
a ns é Fe i : : Pian Seay ANY ome Sp = ERG, = 
peers ra ; 4 ak ‘ . Sk 4 rut Gite? Te Sas rik 


j 


Sad fr. wh . PRS ‘. ss ‘ Pe Bal ah om Se Dye 


ig es A - 
. Fa 

- be 
“4 Ly i Mates: “ 


158. - MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T,, ‘AND DEPT. N. W. (Crar. XXXIV, 


» [Inclosure.] 


Cary GIRARDEAU, March 15, 1863—10 a. m.- 
Hi. C. TILLEBROWN, . 
. Assistant Adjutant-General : 


I have just received the following dispatch from General MeNeil, sent 
from Bloomfield at 3 o’clock this morning. I have sent a note to Colo- 
nel La Grange, hurrying him up with his column, double-quick, to re- 
enforce the general.’ Colonel La Grange will reach Bloomfield, with the 
First Wisconsin Cavalry, Weltley’s battery, and a detachment of Thirty- 
second Iowa, to-morrow morning. Colonel La Grange has gone out 15 
‘miles to seek a location for a battery across Whitewater. Following 
is General McNeil’s message: 


T have just returned from a scout against Thompson. Ihave driven him from the. 
’ State, and captured half of his ragamnuffins. Marmaduke now threatens me, and, 
from the way I am re-enforced, I expect they intend he shall have me and my regi- 
ment. Major, for God’s sake, hurry up the command sent to me. Do get Welfley 
.to march night and day. ‘Until he gets here with his battery, I shall not feel right. 
JOHN McNEIL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


F. S. CRAMER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, March 17, 1863. 


Major-General [E. V.] SUMNER, Saint Lowis, Mo.: 

GENERAL: In my letter of February 17,* to Major-General Curtis, in 
regard to operations in the Department of the Missouri, I urged upon 
him the importance of sending all the forces he possibly could down the 
Mississippi River to assist in the operations under General Grant. If 
Vicksburg should be reduced, the line of the Arkansas River can be so 
occupied as to prevent any large forces of the enemy from threatening 
Missouri. It seems most probable that. if the enemy should evacuate 
Vicksburg, he will throw strong re-enforcements into Tennessee and 
Kentucky. You,will, therefore, send all disposable cavalry in your de- 

partment to General Rosecrans, on the Tennessee River. Cavalry is 
more needed there than on the Mississippi River. It is reported here 
that the Fourth Missouri and the First Wisconsin Cavalry can readily 
be spared from near Pilot Knob. If so, you will send them to General 
Rosecrans as early as possible. 

It is represented here, by very reliable persons from Missouri, that 
General Curtis has retained in that department an unnecessarily large 
force, at the very time, too, when troops are most needed on the Mis- 
sissippi River. Applications are continually made to send troops to 
particular localities, or to retain those now there, on exaggerated ac- 
counts of impending dangers. I have found that most of such accounts 
are mere pretenses, g rotten up by interested persons. If these applica- 
tions were granted, our entire army would soon be so scattered as to be 
utterly paralyzed. There are not many points in Missouri that require 
military occupation, if the points of concentration are judiciously se- 
lected. All of Missouri is now in the military occupation of the United 
States. The inhabitants are, therefore, bound by the laws of war (with- 


out any regard to their civil allegiance to the Govcromene of the United ~ 


T 


* See pw lls. 
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_ States as the sovereign power) to render obedience fo the occupying 


military authority. If they take up arms in insurrection, or render aid 
and assistance to the enemy, they become military insurgents or mili- 


e tary traitors, and thereby forfeit their lives and property. Every one 


who was not in arms at the time of the occupation, and who has not 
continued in arms, but who subsequently takes up arms within the ter- 
ritory militarily occupied by us, is not to be regarded as a prisoner of 
war, but is to be punished as a military insurgent. So every one, be he 


_ a citizen of Missouri or not, who comes within our lines as a non-com- 


batant, and afterward takes up arms, is a military insurgent. If he 
comes in disguise or under false pretenses, for the purpose of obtaining 
military information, he isa spy. If in the service of the enemy, and 
he comes in disguise, the law presumes him to be a spy. All persons 
guilty of such offenses forfeit their lives. As flags of truce are fre- 
quently used to cover the operations of spies, they should never be per- 
mitted within our lines. Sey 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


CAMP AT BLOOMFIELD, March 17, 1863. 


Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, 
Commanding Saint Louis District, Mo. : 
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GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the alarm at Chalk Bluff _ 


_ the other night was partly groundless. Our company the next dav 


moved back to Four Mile, and our scouts have since discovered that 
there were only on the night before last about 300 men, but these weré 
making preparation for a larger force. I have scouted toward Poplar 
Blaff, but hear nothing of Marmaduke in that direction. It is doubtful 
whether he can cross the Cache Swamp with his artillery. Six com- 
panies of the First Wisconsin are here. The other command and Wel- 


fley’s battery will be up to-day. I shall try to cross a dashing party 


of my own regiment into Arkansas from some of -the islands, while I 


amuse them at the river with a strong force, and bag all that are there. 


This, however, will depend on the report of my scouts and spies. If 


' Marmaduke approaches, he can scarcely be in fighting trim after his 


march through a desolated country. I will attack him with my entire 
force at some advantageous position. Any field is better than the 
chances of defending this place without works. Our intrenching tools 
have not come up yet, and J have no advice of them, There are not 


i 


x 


spades and picks enough in all this country, outside of a small supply _ 


in my regiment, to dig the graves of the poor devils that inhabit it as 
they die. We have a floating bridge over the Castor, and, now I have 
the men, I shall restore that over Whitewater. The road to the Cape 
has been made quite passable. I pressed the inhabitants into the work. 
I would respectfully ask the assignment of an assistant quartermaster 
and a commissary for this post, and that it be made a depot of supplies. 


The force here being mostly cavalry, their teams will have to forage for 


them. What I can spare for my own regiment will scarcely do its commis- 


 sariat. transportation. The sleek mules and lazy drivers at the Cape 
seem infected with all the post vices, and to be very capable in doing 
- nothing. Hither these supplies should be here or my authority should . 


extend there. I will cure them if they come into my hands. My regi- 
mental commissary is sick at the Cape, which keeps me moving on one 
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wheel for provisions all the time. He is a most respected gentleman, 
and I have the highest respect for him as such, but to this regiment he 
is a rheumatic incumbrance that it should be rid of. 
I dispatch you a telegram, and will do so as I am better posted. I 
now feel safe in holding these counties. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
: JOHN McNEIL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 

Lebanon, Mo., March 17, 1863. 
Col. W. I. GEIGER,” 

Commanding Third Division: 

COLONEL: I am directed by the commanding general to inform you 
that these headquarters will, on to-morrow, the 18th, be removed to 
Waynesville, to which point please send all communications for the 
same. 

Lieutenant Thatcher will go at once to Rolla, from which point all 
mail matter for your division will be sent. 

I am, colonel, your obedient servant, 

: C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. : 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, \ 

Milwaukee, Wis., March 17, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I transmit inclosed a letter which General Curtis has for- 
warded to me,* and invite your attention to it. The statements con- 
tained in it are, I have no doubt, true, as they came to me through other 
reliable sources. The condition of things set forth as obtaining in the 
southern counties of Iowa is to be found in less, but increasing, degree 
both in Wisconsin and Minnesota. The same reports are also sent to 

me from Dakota, but the presence of a military force in the Territory 
will be sufficient to prevent any serious consequences. I think that the 
state of affairs in the Northwest, in the particulars referred to in the 
accompanying letter, is grave enough to engage the serious attention 
of the Government. It is, doubtless, impolitic to take any present 
action on the subject, but matters should be so arranged that the neces- 
sary steps can be taken as soon as the emergency arises. Some well- 
considered system to meet the condition of things which is likely to ob- 
tain in this department as soon as it is attempted to execute the late 
conscription act should be determined on in advance, and the necessary 
means be placed in readiness to carry it out. I am not prepared to say. 
how much or how extensive the danger is from these sources, but that 
organizations are being made in various parts of Wisconsin, Iowa, and 
. Minnesota to resist, by force, the execution of the conscript law, I do 
not doubt, and I therefore consider it proper to invite the attention of 
the Government to the subject in time to provide for any contingency. 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* See Gallagher to Curtis, with inclosures, pp. 104-107. 
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WAYNESVILLE, Mo., March 18, 1863. 


** Col. WILLIAM WEER: 


Dispatch received. You need not go to Forsyth unless you receive 
information from that place showing it to be necessary. I have heard 
nothing from there since my order for you to march, and hence infer the _ 
danger cannot be so imminent as was represented. I would like you to. 
occupy, if possible, a position from which you can support the force at 
Forsyth in case of danger. I hope in a few days to be able to know 
the difficulty under which we are laboring. Do the best you can for 
forage. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Hpqrs. THIRD DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp Spring Valley, Texas County, Mo., March 18, 1863. 


Col. C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Frontier : 


COLONEL: The colonel commanding directs me to inform you that. 


- the Third Division will leave this place this morning at 7 o’clock and 


march to Gladden Valley, which is near the line of Shannon and Dent 
Counties. We find but very little forage in this section, and are in- 
formed that Casto Valley, 6 miles north of here, is more destitute than 
this, as the troops from Houston have foraged through here. You will 
find a note inclosed from Captain Burrows,* who was sent on a road 
south of the one the main command traveled on, which will give you an 
idea how forage is in that section. From the best information we can 


' obtain, there is sufficient forage in Gladden Valley to subsist the com- 


mand ten days or two weeks, unless the natives’ “ right smart chance” 
turns out as it does through here. Roads good; transportation gets 
along very well. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. G. McQUEEN, 
- Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SAINT Louis DISTRICT, 
Saint Lows, March 19, 1863. 


Maj. H. Z. CuRTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Missouri : 


Masor: In answer to your communication of yesterday,* I have the 
honor to inform you that the following-named regiments and battery 
and detachment, with their commanders, have left this district for 
Major-General Grant’s army: Brig. Gen. H. A. Carr, Brig. Gen. Will- 
iam P. Benton; Eighth Indiana Infantry, Col. David Shunk; Hight- 
eenth Indiana Infantry, Col. H. D. Washburn; Eleventh Wisconsin 
Infantry, Col. OC. L. Harris; Thirty-third Hlinois Infantry, Col. C. E. 
Lippincott; Ninety-ninth Dlinois Infantry, Col. G. W. K. Bailey ; 
Twenty-first Iowa Infantry, Col. S. Merrill; Twenty-second Iowa In- 


* Not found. 
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fantry, Col. W. M. Stone; Twenty-third Iowa Infantry, Lieutenant- Ool- 
onel [Samuel L.] Glasgow; First Indiana Battery, Capt. M. Klauss, and | 
detachment Third Illinois Cavalry, Captain [John L.] Campbell. 
Iam, aoa with much respect, your obedient.servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


-Hpars. 8TH AND 9TH Dists., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Fela, Camp Moonlight, Ark., March 19, 1863. 


Major-General BLUNT: 


I am in camp 20 miles east of Hildebrand’s Mill, east of Camp Bab 
cock, in supporting distance of Fayetteville and Hildebrand’s, where 
I have made a post. It holds all the upper part of the Nation. . The 
only good mill, and where I can saw pine lumber for bridges and boats. 
The Indians are very impatient to have the refugees home, and go into 
the Nation. Colonel Ross writes me an imploring letter from Neosho. 
Is the train furnished by the agents, or has it started? Iam ignorant 
of the movements of the other troops. Advise me. The enemy intended 
to take Fayetteville, and moved on Clarksville and Ozark for that pur- 
pose. I made my dispositions to fight them at Elm Springs, but they 
found out I was on hand, and backed out. They still have forces on the 
river, but do not pretend to come above Clarksville on this side, except 
temporarily. The Arkansas River is falling; fordable, but deep, above 
Webber’s. There is grass, so that stock could live in Arkansas Valley. 
I have been directed not to go on the river, but expected to hear from 
you for a week. My stock has suffered some, but not so much as I ex- 
- pected. The First Arkansas Cavalry can only furnish me 100 mounted 

men, and I have had to escort their trains, partially, from Cassville. 
My mule teams are nearly as good as when I got them, but that was 
poor; horses poor; very difficult to scout far with my stock. Could take 
Fort Smith any moment that I was permitted to do so. Rebels. have 
begun to feed destitute Indians south of Arkansas River, in imitation. 
We ought to be there. Magee and train started to Fort Scott two days 
ago. 

Respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HpDQrRs, 8TH AND 9TH DISTS., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp Moonlight, Ark., March 19, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS, 
~ Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


Sir: Camped midway between Hildebrand’s Mill, Cherokee Nation, 
and J‘ayetteville, Ark., in supporting distance of the latter; made post 
at the mill and run the pest hospital 1 mile from there. 

Occasionally a new case of small-pox in camp, but have kept it down 
very well so far. Sent starving refugees, who have come to camp from 
the Nation, to the mill ; also stock, disabled and poor, to pasture on Illi- 
nois caue bottoms. Grass in Arkansas Valley ; Arkansas River fall- 
ing; fordable, but deep fording, above Webber's Falls. Rebels are 
trying to furnish corn for Indians south of the Arkansas River, and. 
also to drive aes: from there and the Canadian River. Rebel Indian. 
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_ soldiers are, to some extent, home, on furlough, planting corn in Creek 
_ and Choctaw Nations. Cooper at Cole Creek, 85 miles from Fort Smith; 
Colonel Watie at Scullyville and Poteau River; McIntosh at North 

- Fork; General Steele commands at Fort Smith; Carroll and Brooks at 


Ozark. Cabell, who, with the others, proposed taking Fayetteville, 
has, I learn, abandoned the idea when they learned I was prepared. to 
support Fayetteville. All the country on this side of White River hills | 
3 denuded of forage. There is plenty of it in the valley of White 
iver. \ 
I can take Fort Smith and drive everything out of the Indian Nation ~ 
if the force below does not come upon me. The Indians are greatly 


distressed about returning the refugees to their homes. The interest of 


the Government, as well as of these people, suffers by the delay. Have 
issued district orders condemning bushwhackers not regularly in the » 


_ Confederate service to hard labor on fortifications or public works 


Valley. 


during the war. . 

Indian command improving in discipline and appearance ; First Regi- 
ment being drilled every day; have now great hopes it may become as 
good as the Third. Stock low, but better than I expected. 

The horses of the Arkansas troops are-nearly used up. Colonel Har- 
rison can only mount about 100 men. 

‘Report of. court-martial has not yet reached us; need it. Expect 
ammunition by next train from Fort Scott; need it; sent requisitions. 

In the Magazine Mountains numbers of loyal men are anxiously wait- 
ing the approach of the Union Army to join it. Good loyal sentiment 
in Arkansas. Much suffering, both here and in the Nation. The 
country is swept bare of everything. Grass for stock now in Arkansas 


Respectfully 
; WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS Firrn KANSAS REGIMENT, 
Camp Vandever, March 19, 1863. . 
[Commanding Officer District of Bastern Arkansas :] . 
GENERAL: I have the honor of forwarding to you a communication 
addressed “ Commanding Officer United States Forces, Helena, Ark.,” 


‘brought to my camp by a flag of truce, under command of Lieutenant 


Stevenson, adjutant C.S. Army. I have receipted for said communi 
cation, and await further orders. The lieutenant is anxious to return 
as soon as possible, but I do not feel myself authorized to dismiss him 
until [hear from you. Will not this flag of truce make it inappropriate 
for our scout to start to-morrow? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
POWELL CLAYTON, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


[Inclosure. ] 
HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Little Rock, March 13, 1863. 
Commanding Officer United States Forces, Helena, Ark. : 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you under flag of truce an offi- 
cial communication to Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding 
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Mississippi Squadron, which I will thank you to have forwarded to its 
destination. An additional copy of the same I hereby inclose for your 
own information as to the subject of the communication. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department. 


[Sub-Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Little Rock, March 12, 1863. 


Acting Rear-Admiral DAvip D. PORTER: 


Sir: I have received a paper said to have been posted in the village 
of Columbia, by your direction, in the following words: : 


* NOTICE. 


Persons taken in the act of firing on unarmed vessels will be treated as highway- 
men and assassins, and no quarter will be shown them. 

Persons strongly suspected of firing on unarmed vessels will not receive the usual 
treatment of prisoners of war, but will be kept in close confinement. 

If this savage and barbarous Confederate custom cannot be put “a stop to, we will — 
try what virtue there is in hanging. 

All persons, no matter who they are, who are caught in the act of pilfering the 
houses of the inhabitants along the river, levying contributions, or in burning cotton 
will receive no quarter if caught in the act, or if it can be proved upon them. 

DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


It is inferred from this that you maintain: — 

ist. The capture of enemy’s property is not a legitimate belligerent 
right. 

2d. That it makes no difference that the property is on transports en 
route for the enemy’s camp and consists of military supplies. 

3d. That a belligerent combatant or *non-combatant has no right to 
destroy his own property to prevent it from falling into the hands of 
the enemy. 

It is much to be regretted that the usages of civilized nations in war 
will not be respected in this age of the world. 

Under the circumstances no remedy remains except to notify you that, 
for every violation of the rights of prisoners under the order cited, re- 
taliation will be visited in kind, reserving the privilege of selecting as 
its subjects those who are most prominent in violating the laws of war, 
and without regard to rank. : 

‘Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Lieut. Gen., Provisional Army O. 8., Comdg. Trans-Miss. Dept. 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, 
Camp at Bloomfield, Mo., March 20, 1863. 
Capt. H. C. FILLEBRowN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CAprain: Ireached General McNeil’s headquarters at noon yesterday, 
and find there the Second Missouri, the First Wisconsin Cavalry, four 
companies Thirty-second Iowa, and Welfley’s battery. Four companies 
Fourth Missouri Cavalry will come ir this morning; four companies 
more in aday or two. General McNeil has now all the troops he wishes. 
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Welfley’s battery is in great need of horses, as many have died from the 
battery. In case of necessity, General McNeil will move the heavy guns: 


with mules or oxen. 

The Fourth Missouri, as usual, complain that they have nothing at all 
to march on, and are the most abused of men. It was with difficulty 
they could be gotten away from the Cape. The other troops are well 
supplied for the most part. 

From the most reliable information, it is ascertained by the general 
that Marmaduke is at Pitman’s Ferry, on Current River, with 4,000 men 
and nine pieces. He was compelled to abandon the idea of crossing at 
Chalk Bluff, as General McNeil destroyed a very large ferry-boat which 


- Marmaduke was building, and a very large supply of bacon and corn 


which he had stored at the ferry. Hence he has gone to Pitman’s, 53 
miles below Greenville. The evident intention of the rebels is to get 
into the bottoms between here and Chalk and Poplar Bluffs, which are 
now very richincorn. There has also been a great deal hauled in to the 
roads from the neighboring country, evidently for the consumption of 
Marmaduke’s army, thus showing plainly that his intention must be to 
get in there so as to live, his army being now in an almost starving 
condition. 

General McNeil sent his adjutant last evening to reconnoiter between 
here and Poplar Bluff, so as to see if it is possible for us to occupy 
that position, and dispute with the enemy the passage of Black River. 
If it is, General MeNcit will immediately occupy there. The adjutant 
will also encounter the enemy’s pickets, and capture some, so as to ob- 
tain information of their numbers and movements. In case of an action 
taking place here, it would seem to me that I could be of much more 
service to General Davidson by remaining on the spot and taking part, 
that I might report personally what takes place, than by returning now, 
while matters of such importance are going on. I consequently take the 
liberty of remaining here a few days, until I see what preparations are 
made and how matters are conducted. If an engagement is imminent, 
[ will remain and take part, unless otherwise ordered. The troops are 
in good health and spirits. > 4 

Matters at Cape Girardeau are much improved; as a citizen there in- 
formed me, they have stepped, in one day, from purgatory to heaven. 
Confidence and good feeling are restored. | 

Awaiting such orders as the general commanding may have to com- 
municate, or the transpiring of important events at this post, I have the 
honor to remain, captain, your obedient servant, 

T. S. CLARKSON; 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


Hp@RSs. 8TH AND 9TH DISTS., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp Moonlight, Ark., March 20, 1863. 


Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 

Sir: For forage and other necessaries, | moved from Bentonville, 16 
miles southwest, to this point; am a Jittle nearer Fayetteville; can reach 
the Nation more easily, and am able to run Hildebrand’s Mill, 20 miles 
west, the only good mill left in the Nation. [ stationed three compa- 
nies at Hildebrand’s, where the Indian soldiers are throwing up some 
small earthworks forits defense. It isin the pine region, about 50 miles 
from Fort Gibson. The mill is a saw-mill, and I expect to get the lumber 
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- there for any ferry-boats or temporary bridges I may have to make, the’ 
work being done chiefly by soldiers or bush whackers sentenced to labor 
on public works during the war. . ge 

I am happy to inform you that the discipline of the Indian forces has 


very much improved. The First Indian Regiment, which I had almost » 


despaired of, after it was added to my command, is now being drilled 
and taught every day, and is learning rapidly. They go through the 


~ common evolutions, by company or battalion, very creditably. The Third © 


has always had schools of commissioned and non-commissioned officers, 
and I have been establishing them in the First and Second. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dole, now in command of the First, is working in a creditable 
manner to secure these results. 

The general health of the command is better than it has ever been 
‘since the Indian regiments were organized. The small-pox broke out 
a few weeks ago and caused some alarm, but has not exceeded twelve or 
fifteen cases, three or four fatally. Ihave a quarantine hospital 1 mile 
from Hildebrand’s Mill, and strict sanitary regulations in camp. Dr. 
Maynard, First Arkansas Cavalry, was appointed medical director, and 
Tam getting hospital and sick arrangements in better shape. We are 
vaccinating throughout the command as rapidly as possible. 

I have been a good deal embarrassed by the crowds of starving refu- 
gees from the Nation, or driven from the enemy’s lines. The condition 
_of my transportation drove me to the necessity of being very cautious, 
-and while I have not been able to relieve all positive suffering, I have 

done what I could. 

The rebels south of the Arkansas River have been giving the Choc- 
taws and Creeks corn and clothing, even, to keep them from turning 
over to the Government, as many of them have agreed to do in my com- 
munications with them. A small amount of means used now would save 
a Creek and Choctaw regiment (one of each), which we may otherwise 

have to fight this summer. 

The Cherokees, whose demonstrations of loyalty last summer were 
partly instrumental in plunging them in their present misery, are sin- 
cerely loyal, but very much grieved because the refugees have not been 
sent back to the Nation, as promised them. Ihave been extremely care- 
ful not to promise them anything, only what I could perform, but they 
seem to hold me accountable for the promises of others. : 
_ I write this for your information, and for the information of the De- 
partment. 

March is the planting month in the Indian Nation, and no erops are 
secure planted after that time. Not only as a question of justice to 
them, but policy as to holding and occupying the country, makes the 
restoration and raising of a crop desirable. Absent refugees will not 
give us the Indian country, save as an army coversit. The gates of Texas 
may be opened through the Indian country, in a country of friends, if 
it is judiciously and actively done. ‘I feel that I am but doing my duty 
as an officer of the Government in urging instant action in such mat- 
ters, and informing you of what presents itself. It would, indeed, be a 
Ses misfortune if any disaster should now happen to us in the Indian 

ation. 

During the winter I have held the line of the Arkansas River from 
Clarksville to Fort Gibson, my scouts and expeditions touching it every 
few days, and my force here holding the enemy in check. There are 
very many loyal men in Arkansas besides the two regiments in the 
district at Fayetteville. I am assured that one or two others could 


be raised, raw, of course, at first, but making good soldiers in the end, 
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and taken from those the enemy would conscript. Iam still of opinion, 

_ as stated in a former communication, that at least one regiment of other 
troops should be with them. Here in my two districts, in the face of 
the enemy, and skirmishing all winter, I have had very little save troops 

'. raised in the Indian Nation and Arkansas. abe 
The lack of transportation is my greatest embarrassment. I designed © 

going to Fort Gibson March 5, and throwing up earthworks to defend 

it, making the post my commissary depot. As I was interdicted from. 
doing so, Iam anchored where my commissary train arrived. I haye 
sent it back, as it could not stay, and put all the commissaries’ [stores] 

I could not haul in the post at Hildebrand’s. That point cannot now be 

attacked in force; besides, I support it and Fayetteville, and am able 

to move. 
With profound respect, I remain, your obedient servant, 
_. WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


({Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MissouRrt, 
Saint Louis, March 31, 1863. 


These districts being now within Major-General Blunt’s command, 
this report is respectfully referred for his information. 
Colonel Phillips will hereafter make reports through Major-General 
Blunt. 
By order of Major-General Curtis: : 
H. Z.. CURTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. First Division, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp on James Fork, 2 miles north of White River, March 21, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. Marsu, Chief of Staff: 

I have been suddenly water-bound by both White and James Rivers, _ 
but think that to-morrow I will get over the former under difficulties. 
Colonel Kent, at Forsyth, importunes me for assistance. I go, but must 
take the south side for forage, unless instructed by you to the contrary. 
I will arrange an attack cautious on Yellville, which seems to be the 
next, now interfering with the Forsyth people. I have already scoured 
the country to Berryville. No rebels; but have a forage train on south 
side which I cannot get over, for high water suddenly interposed. Tell 
the general I hope he is in command, at least enough to take me with 
him. We have heard of Sumner’s death, and are expecting to hear 
that he commands the department. 

WM. WEER, 


Colonel, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Rolla, Mo., Mareh 21, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES TOTTEN, - 
Oomdg. 24 Div., Army of the Frontier, Camp on Elk Creek ; 
GENERAL: It is still reported that Marmaduke intends making 
another raid in some direction ; what, does not appear. He may possi- 
bly attempt to pass between your division and White River, for the 
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purpose of attacking Forsyth in the rear. This would be compara- 
tively easy, now that the Third Division has moved east. It will be 
necessary for you to. watch that region of country carefully. 

You are authorized to move your division for forage Whenever it shall 
become necessary, and in whatever direction you find it expedient, keep- 
ing in view, howeyer, the necessity I have mentioned of guarding the 
passes between the position you may occupy and White River. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Hpars. THIRD-DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
\ Camp Gladden Valley, Mo., March 21, 1863. 
Col. C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Frontier : 
COLONEL: I am directed by the colonel commanding the division to 
inform you that he has taken ail the available cavalry force of the divis- 


ion, and started after the party of whom Lieut. Col. J. McNulta speaks 


in the inclosed report.* Also three pieces of artillery, and six days’ 


rations for the men, in wagons. 


‘foree will be between 700 and 800. It is the intention to attack the 


After joining with the different scouting parties now out, his whole 


party of rebels said to be on Spring River, and to gain more definite 
information of Marmaduke’s whereabouts. 

There are indefinite rumors in circulation that the force left at For- 
syth have. been attacked by a party of rebels, with artillery, &c., from 
the opposite side of the river, killing 12 of the Nineteenth Iowa, and 
sinking all the ferry-boats. If such is the case, the presumption is that 
you have been informed of the fact ere this. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. G. McQUEEN, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HpQRs. 8TH AND 9TH DIsts., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp Tom. Moonlight, March 21, 1863. 


Major-General BLUNT: 


Srr: I have so far heard nothing from you since your first general 
letter of instruction. From Dr. Gillpatrick I have not heard. The 
refugees at Neosho send heart-rending appeals to me. Twice the In- 
dian officers have signed an earnest appeal. I read your first letter to 
them, and, after waiting two weeks, they sent a most earnest protest 
against Major Harlan and the Indian Department (which I forwarded). 
The truth is, something has got to be done promptly, or the interest of 
the Government in the Indian Nation will suffer. So far, their confi- 
dence in me has made them wait, but it places me in a condition at once 
critical and embarrassing. I think I can keep the most of them all 
right, but our interests south of the Arkansas are suffering. Hours are 
precious. I am now near Ilinois River, midway between Fayetteville 
and Hildebrand’s Mill. I am able to-day to clean out Fort Smith, and 
all above it, and hold Fort Gibson, reaching into the Creek and Choc- 


taw Nation. I wait orders to move, and am willing to take upon myself 


all the responsibility. I sent Captain Anderson with the pay-rolls to 


* Not found. 
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give the paymaster, if he meets him, or to carry them to Leavenworth. 
All the other troops have been paid; let me urge that these be. The 


condition of my force has much improved. The general health of the © 


Indian command never was so good. Small-pox broke out, but we have — 
quarantine hospitals, and keep it down very well. The discipline of the 
whole force has much improved since Colonel Wattles and Major Elli- 
thorpe left. The Creek regiment has steadily improved. The whole 
three regiments drill every day when not marching. Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Dole is making a good officer. Schools of non-commissioned offi- 
cers have been created. The Second Regiment is now nearly as good 
as the Third, and the First is rapidly catching up. The First is nearly 
as good as the Third was when you saw it, and the Third is as good as | 
any regiment in the service. The progress of the First gives me great 
pleasure, for I had nearly despaired. When you come down I will show 
them to you. It is now the 21st of March; there is grass in the valley’ 
of the Arkansas. The stock in the valley is liable to be driven away. — 
My scouts and parties have touched the Arkansas River every few days 
all winter, holding the line from Clarksville up, but they cannot be 


. everywhere, and my stock is too much used up for efficient work of 


that kind. There isa telegraph to Fayetteville; telegraph me. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, [March] 21, 1863. 


General J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Comdg. Saint Louis Dist., Planters’ House, Saint Louis : 


General McNeil sends me dispatch to-night stating that Marmaduke’s 
advance camped at Cane Creek, 7 miles from Poplar Bluff, last Wednes- 
day night. He sent his adjutant with 50 men to reconnoiter on Thurs- 
day noon, but has not heard from him since. He calls very anxiously 
for my regiment to defend the crossing of Castor River, and fears the 
enemy may cut off his supplies and communication with this place. He 
says there is nothing in the nature of the ground to prevent this. Cane 
Creek is south of Reeves’ Station. 

Respectfully, : 
R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


SPRINGFIELD, March 22, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, | 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


An intelligent scout just arrived from Texas reports large bodies of 
Union men lying out in the bush, anxiously awaiting an advance of the 
Federal army. There are but two companies of cavalry at Arkadel- 
phia, Ark., and about the same at Centre Point. <A force of 700 was 
concentrating at Roseville, with the intention of attacking Fayetteville. 

On the 20th of February a fight occurred at Cad’s Gap between a 
party of rebels and Union men, called by the rebels outlayers, in which 


- the rebels lost 7 killed; the Union party, 9 killed and 16 taken pris- 


oners, of whom three were hanged. 
Most all of the Texas troops were being concentrated at Fort Washita., 
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He represents that a majority of the people are of the opinion that the 
‘Confederacy has played out, while others are enthusiastic over the ex- 
pected return of Price. , 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
| Ww. F. CLOUD, 
: Colonel, Commanding. 


HDQRS. 8TH AND 9TH DISTS., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
ate! In the Field, [March 22, 1863.] 
Major-General BLUNT: 

I inclose a very singular set of documents, being part of negotiations 
entered into by Colonel Harrison. It is needless to add that I have 
quashed the thing. So far I have been able to keep very good relations 
with these Arkansas fellows, but they have misconstrued my civility 
into fear. Harrison is a man I think probably well of, but a little weak. 
I think he can be got to do good work. I inclose it for your informa 
tion. . 

Very respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


[Inclosures. } 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., March 14, 1863. 


Commanding Officer United States Forces at Fayetteville : 


Sir: The bearer of this letter, Capt. J. F. Crosby, assistant adjutant- 
general, goes to your headquarters, under a flag of truce, with certain 
communications. He is fully empowered to make arrangements with 
reference to the matters treated of. I commend him to your favorable 
consideration. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, , 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


Hp@rs. 8rH AND 9TH DIsTS., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp Moonlight, Ark., March 21, 1863. 


- Memorandum of an agreement entered into between Col. M. La Rue Har- 
rison, U.S. Volunteers, commanding at Fayetteville, Ark., and Capt. 
J. F. Crosby, assistant adjutant-general, C. S. Army, as the agent and 
representative, under a flag of truce, of Brig. Gen. William Steele, 
C.S. Army, commanding Department of the Indian Territory, viz: 


1st. On the application to the proper authorities, families are per- 
mitted to remove without the lines of either force, provided that, when 
an election has been made to so remove, such removal shall be deemed 
permanent. . 
2d. Families availing themselves of the privilege herein granted shall 
be permitted to carry with them their personal effects, and all articles 
(not being contraband of war) necessary for their convenience and com- 
fort, subsistence, &c., while en route from one line to the other. They 
shall be allowed to purchase or hire the necessary transportation for the 
purposes herein indicated, and all hired transportation shall be per-. 
mitted to return. 
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. od. For the protection of such families, their effects, and transporta- 
tion, a safe conduct from one line to the other, in all cases, shall be 
.. given. 
4th. A public notification of the agreement hereby shall be given at 
‘the respective headquarters herein represented within three days from 
the signing thereof. 
Entered into this 17th day of March, 1863, at Fayetteville, Ark. 
M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel First Arkansas Oav., Comdg. Post at Fayetteville, Ark. 
J. F. CROSBY, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., O. 8S. Army, Department of the Indian Territory. 


HDQRs. STH AND 9TH DISTS., DEPT. OF 7HE MISSOURI, 
In the Field, Camp Moonlight, Ark., March 21, 1863. 
Col. M. LA Ruz HARRISON, | 
Commanding Post, Fayetteville, Ark. : 

Str: Your messenger last night brought me your negotiation be- 
tween you and rebel officers. If it had been proper to enter into such 
negotiations at all, it would have been the correct course for you to re- 

_ fer all communications affecting such matters to these headquarters, as 
commander of the post at Fayetteville, subject to my orders. I regret 
that you should have complicated any portion of my command with pro- 
posals so dangerous to the interests and dignity of the Government. | 

In the first place, the rebels are evidently preparing for a stampede 
to Red River, and it can be no part of the policy of a Government offi- - 
cer to permit disloyal citizens to crowd into Texas after them, with their 
property, to strengthen their tottering cause. Neither do I believe for 
a moment that they would permit loyal men in South Arkansas and 
Texas to bring their families and property here unmolested. They are 
holding them now in an iron despotism, and the proposal is as treach- 
erous as it is unfair. 

While the Government of the United States has recognized the rebel 
army as having belligerent rights to negotiate exchanges, it is utterly 
inadmissible for any one assuming to be the representative of the Gov- 
ernment to authorize persons to cross and recross any boundary line, 
whether it be the Arkansas or Red River, and permanently remain as 
two distinct nationalities on either side. Of this insidious attempt at a 
geographical demonstration, I am happy in being able to assure you 
that the Government has never, for a moment, authorized any military 
officer in this district to make or receive a proposal so dangerous. Our 
duty is in the field. The so-called “ articles of agreement,” with my 
indorsement on them rejecting them, you will send back to the com- 
manding officer at Fort Smith. 

I regret that you should again have permitted rebel officers bearing 
a flag of truce to come within your lines. I distinctly notified you when 
it occurred before that it must not be permitted to occur again. 

In reference to your other negotiations for the exchange of prisoners, 
Tinclose you a copy of the cartel adopted [illegible] Landing, which 

- governs it. When you have prisoners to exchange you will notify me, 
and I will give the commanding officer of any Confederate forces in the 
vicinity who has exchanges to make an opportunity from time to time 
to exchange at sueh places in the district as may be suitable for them 
and for me. The negotiations which you have thought proper to make 
for the district are sent back rejected. I shall cheerfully furnish all 
proper facility to exchange prisoners, but can never consent to parole 
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_ prisoners and let them run loose in my ‘camp, subsisted by us until 


exchanged. ei : : x 
-Tregret most profoundly, colonel, anything which might disturb the 
hearty. co-operation we both owe the Government, and desire that the 
anxiety I may have exhibited to cultivate it may not be misconstrued 
as a wish on my part to shift any of the responsibilities imposed on me. 


‘Tam, with respect, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. SECOND REGIMENT COLORADO VOLUNTEERS, 
Fort Lyon, Colo. (Old Fort Wise), March 22, 1863. 


_ Maj. Gen. E. V. SUMNER, 


Commanding Department of the Missouri ; 

GENERAL: Believing that you will, upon assuming command of the 
Department of the Missouri, wish to know the situation of military 
matters in Colorado, I take the liberty of writing, and shall try and 
give you a correct idea of what we have and what we need out here. 


-In the first place, Colorado is strongly loyal to the Union, and her posi- 
. tion is such that no fear need be apprehended from any outside attacks, 


and as for the Indians, not the least fear should be thought of. 

There have been raised in this Territory what has been called three 
regiments, but they are somewhat mixed. The forceis as follows: First 
Regiment Colorado Cavalry, twelve companies ; Second Regiment Col- 
orado Volunteer Infantry, eight companies, and one battery of artillery, 
not armed; Third Regiment Colorado Volunteers, only five companies 
full. These have marched for the States, under command of Lieuten- 


_ ant-Colonel Curtis, leaving some fractional companies here recruiting 


under Colonel Ford and Major Pritchard. 

The Second was raised under an order given me by the Secretary of 
War, and at the time the order was given General Hunter then com- 
manded the Department of Kansas, and he, fearing that the Texans, 
who were then advancing into New Mexico, might reach the Arkansas 
River by the Old Santa Fé road, furnished me with 1,000 stand of arms, 
200,000 ball cartridges, and a battery of field artillery complete, all of 
which I arrived with at Denver, Colo., on the 25th of May, 1862. At 
Saint Louis, General Halleck manned the battery with the Ninth Wis- 
consin Battery, 150 men, commanded by Captain Johnson. ‘Two sec- 
tions of this battery are now at Fort Lyon, Colo., and one section at 
Fort Larned, and as it bas been in service a long time, well officered 


- and in fine condition, it should be ordered into active service. 


A few interested parties have been very anxious to get a large vol- 
unteer force retained in this Territory, more for speculation than any- 
thing else, and I do hope they will be disappointed. There is no more 
necessity for troops at this point than at Syracuse, N: Y. Two com- 


panies of the First Cavalry at Fort Lyon, one at Fort Garland, and one 


at Camp Collins, on the overland mail line, are all the troops required, 
in my estimation, in Colorado. All the rest retained are to protect new 
town lots, and eat corn, at $5.60 per bushel. 

Kight companies of the First Cavalry, all of the Second and Third, 
together with the Ninth Wisconsin and First Colorado Batteries, should 
be ordered into the States at once for active duty.. The material of 
these troops is not excelled by any other in the world, and, if put into 
Service under a good and active officer, will do honor to any depart- 
ment. . 
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The First Regiment was originally infantry, but, when mounted, two 

companies of the Second were transferred to it, leaving me with but 

eight companies and one battery. The officers being appointed by my- 

self, makes us somewhat independent of the Governor, and, I think, 
disposes him to do us no more than justice. 

Major Fillmore, paymaster, brings a report that all my regiment is 
ordered to the States, but I am informed that General Curtis has or- 
dered one of my companies to Fort Garland and one to remain at Fort 
Lyon. This, I hope, General Sumner, will not be allowed by you. I 
wish my regiment together, if the good of the service does not require 
itto beseparated. And should you require good mounted troops, Ican 
assure you you will find the mountain men of the Second Regiment 
Colorado Volunteers as good material as any to make them from. 

You will also find the quartermaster’s department out here also a 
little mixed. Captain [S. H.] Moer, of the Volunteers, was the assistant 

_ quartermaster when General Curtis took command of this department. 
_ He was relieved by Lieutenant Anderson, of the First Colorado Cav- _ 
alry, but he, I believe, did not give satisfaction to the Department, and 
Captain Alley, of the Third U.S. Infantry, who has been here for nearly 
two years as general disbursing officer of the War Department, has 
been ordered to relieve him. If so, the Government may be saved 

thousands. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. LEAVENWORTH, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Colorado Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS SAIN’. Louis DISTRICT, 
Saint Louis, March 23, 1863. 
Maj. H. Z. CURTIS, ’ ; 
Adjutant-General, Department of the Missouri: ae 


Mayor: By direction of the general commanding the department, I 
report briefly the location and employment of the troops in my district: 
One regiment of infantry guarding Pacific Railroad; one regiment ot 
infantry guarding Iron Mountain Railroad; one regiment of artillery, 
garrison of forts of Saint Louis; one regiment of infantry, provost and 
prison guards of Saint Louis City; at New Madrid, a fort and heavy — 
guns, and one regiment of infantry; at Cape Girardeau, four forts and 
heavy guns, and one small regiment of infantry; at Pilot Knob, and — 
operating from that base, Third Iowa Cavalry (part of a regiment), 
Third Missouri Cavalry, Tenth Missouri State Militia, and part of the 
Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, and one battery of four guns, on the west 
side of Saint Francis River to the State line; on the east side of the 
Saint Francis River, General McNeil’s troops, consisting of the Fourth 
Missouri Cavalry, First Wisconsin Cavalry, Second Missouri State Mil-’ 
itia, and one battery. 

Two columns are necessary, one on each side of the Saint Francis, 
owing to the swamps extending along the river, every path through 
which is known to the enemy. 

I do not believe any of the above troops can be spared, except, proba- 
bly, the Fourth Missouri Cavalry, after McNeil’s operations are over. 
Isay the Fourth Missouri, because the other troops are more familiar 

‘ with the country. . 
The troops at Benton Barracks make a great show on paper, but they 
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are paroled men and incomplete regiments that are sent off.as fast as 


their organization and equipment is made. 
Appended are telegrams, Showing necessity of operations’ now going 
‘on and need of troops in my district. ; 
Tam, sir, your most obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosures.] 


BARNESVILLE, March 21, 1863. 


James H. McChord, a painter by trade, and originally from Indiana, 
coming from Pocahontas, Ark., has just entered our lines. He left 
Pocahontas on the 16th instant, and crossed Current River some 10 
miles above Van Buren. He reports Reves’ and Carter’s band to be 
about 250 strong, combined. They are now infesting the country lying 
between Doniphan, Greenville, aud Martinsburg, and are principally 
engaged in enforcing the conscript law. Reves’ men are all dressed in 
Federal cavalry coats. Colonel Greene, with 400 or 500 men (conscripts) 
stationed at Pocahontas. 

Marmaduke’s force, including Colonel Burbridge’s regiment, is esti- 
mated to be 2,000 strong. His headquarters are now at Alton, Oregon 
County, Missouri, and his command is scattered along Spring River 
down to Batesville, Ark. Marmaduke is said to have six pieces of 
artillery. 


Will send McChord, under guard, to Pilot Knob. 


THEO. HARTMANN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, March 22 [212], 1863. 
General J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Commanding District : 


General McNeil sends me dispatch to-night, stating that Marma- 


~ duke’s advance camped at Cane Creek, 7 miles from Poplar Bluff, last 


Wednesday night. He sent his adjutant, with 50 men, to reconnoiter 
on Thursday noon, but has not heard from him since. He calls very 
anxiously for my regiment to defend the crossing of Castor River, and 
fears the enemy may cut off his supplies and communication with this 
place. He says there is nothing in the nature of the ground to prevent 
this. Cane Creek is south of Reeves’ Station. 
R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel, Commanding, 


so PATTERSON, Mo., March 22, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIDSON: 
This a.m. my vedettes, on the Doniphan road, reported rumors of 
rebel cavalry, in large force, advancing from below Doniphan on that 
place. Report is confirmed by the statement of one Penny, a British sub- 
ject, refugee from White County, Arkansas. Substance is, he passed, 
March 20, with three battalions and tbree pieces of artillery, under 
Burbridge, on the Pocahontas road, en route tor Doniphan. There are 


_ two companies west of Van Buren, at Bleven Points, 10 miles from Van 


Buren; does not know if itis part of Burbridge’s force; thinksnot. He 
could learn nothing of the point Burbridge ‘wished to strike. This is. 
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the force I telegraphed General Gray was at Pocahontas. My couriers, — 


28 miles south and 15 miles on the Van Buren road, all report rumors 
of large force advancing; they are in now, but start in a few moments. 
Enemy will strike either at Rolla or this point; doubtless here, as the 
other country has no forage. I have 200 mounted infantry and 18 cav- 
alry. Ican rely on them. I will have three hours’ notice of their ad- 
vance, and will obstruct the roads. I have everything ready, and, if 
pressed, will retreat to Strong Battery. T have every confidence in the 
command. On a false alarm to-day, they formed, mounted, in three 
minutes. They will sleep on their arms, which are good. I have dis- » 
patched ColonelGlover. The town, 1 mile from here, is encircled on the 
approaches by a cordon of sentries. Owing to last night’s heavy rain, 
I deem it impossible for artillery to be brought over the Saint Francis. 
I cannot learn their force. I will dispatch you at 12 m. 
H. L. McCONNEL, 
Major, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS SAINT LOUIS DISTRICT, 
March 23, 1863. 
Colonel LivinGsTon, 
Commanding Cape Girardeau County: 

Has the telegraph line been started to Bloomfield yet? Send the fol- © 
lowing by express to General McNeil: ‘ 

A regiment of cavalry has been ordered to Poplar Bluff, on the west side of Saint 
Francis. If Marmaduke comes up, keep yourself advised, and get in his rear, if pos- 
sible. I want you to reportif a road cannot be made to New Madrid from Bloomfield ; 
also from Bloomfield to Poplar Bluff. 

lover will command the column on the west side of Saint Francis, 
when it moves. The cavalry regiment leaves to-morrow, via Patterson. 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier. General. 


Camp AT BLOOMFIELD, March 23, 1863. 


Brigadier-General DAvIDson, 

Commanding District of Saint Louis : 
’ GENERAL: I have the honor to report that from my scouts and spies 
- I get information leading me to the conclusion that Marmaduke is not 
on this side of Pocahontas, if he has ever left Batesville. 

Lieutenant Poole, who has been with a party beyond Pitman’s Ferry, 
found Reyes, with his guerrillas, 12 miles beyond the ferry, acting as 
advanced pickets. Oaptain McClanahan and Lieutenant Poole each 
_killed a picket, Poole getting his horse shot. 

There are about 1,000 men at Gainesville and Scatterville, on Crow- 
ley’s Ridge. They are badly armed aud scattered, in order to subsist. 
I shall beat up these quarters early this week, 

I called on Colonel Livingston for help in the way of infantry. Tind- 
ing soon that I would not probably need it, I notified him. I thought 
if Marmaduke crossed the Saint Francis in large force, while my move- 
ments of artillery would be impeded by lack of horses, he might cut 
off my communications with the point of supply, by getting between me 
and the Castor. I have now found out how I can prevent that. You 
will see the report of an observation of the road by which he must 
come. If he crosses the Saint Francis, my point is well indicated, and 
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I can there hold three times my force. I have sent a company of the 
First Wisconsin, with a good officer, to repair bridges, culverts, and 
-mend the roads, that we may get there with least possible delay when 
the time comes. If he entertains any ideas of crossing at Chalk Bluff, 
I will soon put an end to them. ; 

I inclose you copy of report of Lieutenant-Colonel Pomeroy,* and 
am, your obedient servant, 


\ 


JOHN McNEIL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


‘ -s- WasHING TON, D. C., March 23, 1863. 


Major-General Popr, Milwaukee, Wis.: 


GENERAL: Your letters of the 12th, in regard to condemned Indian 
prisoners, and also requesting that additional brigadier-generals be sent 
to you, are received. 

Your letters in regard to the Indian prisoners have several times been 
laid before the Secretary of War, and always with thesame result. The 
Department of the Interior refuses to take charge of them, or to furnish 
any means for their support. We, therefore, have no alternative but to 
guard and feed them until the President sees fit to otherwise dispose 
of them. 

Brigadier;General Sibley has been reappointed, and is for duty in 
_ your department; as also General Smith, formerly of your staff. Gen- 
eral Roberts will be sent to you as soon as he can be replaced at Har- 
per’s Ferry. Probably another will also be sent. But three brigadier- 
generals are a full proportion for the number of your troops. In all the 
departments brigades are commanded by colonels. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, March 24, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : ; 
GENERAL: Pursuant to your letter marked official, and directed to 
the late General Sumner, as commander of this department, I have di- 
rected a change in the destination of the Fourth Missouri and First 
Wisconsin Oavalry, from General Grant to General Rosecrans. I have 
sent the Marine Brigade, under General Ellet, and eight regiments, — 
under General Carr, and three Iowa regiments, parts in lowa and parts 
in Benton Barracks, await the union contemplated in their orders 
to move if transports can be secured. I have only sent infantry and ° 
artillery, supposing these arms were most available for General Grant; 
and transports being insufficient for the whole, I send these forces first. 
livery order or request requiring troops from my command has been 
filled with all the promptness possible, and to the full extent of your 
meaning, and whoever ‘‘ reports” to the contrary, gives you false and 
pernicious representations. There is an effort, as you know, to get all 
the Federal force out of the State (a consummation devoutly desired by 
me), and those who cater to this idea may make a showing of the sick, 
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the broken regiments, and paroled prisoners to some effect; but, in fact, 
my force has been relieved from battle to press forward through rain 
and mud and snow, barefooted, to meet your utmost expectations. 
When you require me to judge of numbers and destination, I use my 
best judgment. If you interpose yours, 1 obey. The moving of Gen- ° 
eral Steele’s force is no exception, as I will show you by the papers, 

although you continually present this as a mistake or insubordination. 

I have a single purpose in view, from which 1 will not swerve during 

this war while 1 am kept in service, and that is to labor to the utmost 

of my ability for the success of our arms, regardless of all consequences 

to myself. If my services here demonstrate the least incompetency or 

interference with the rights of others, [should beremoved. Itis no time 

for me to accept personal favors. I should despise myself if I urged. 
any personal accommodation which might embarrass your general com- 

bination for the national success. Since His Excellency has published 

an order relieving me from this command, [hcepe the untimely death of 

the gallant Sumner will not prevent him from a consummation of his 

purpose, and I have taken the liberty to so request him, for the order 

being published seems to augment the arguments in favor of a change. 

However he or you may determine my position, I shall promptly 

obey; and cordially continue to do all in iny power to accomplish your | 
purposes. 

Just half a year has transpired since I was assigned to this command. ' 
You know, from experience, the labors incident to it, and I am conscious 
of having exerted my utmost efforts to fulfill my duty, which is alla 
just commander or a generous country will require of frail humanity. 

If we can occupy the Arkansas River with a force, the troops needed 
in Missouri will be less; but it will not do for my successor to rely on 
civil authority, while the rebels continue to receive promise of some 
returning wave of rebellion, and the demon of discord continues to reign. 

With a reasonable force and prudent successor, I shall confidently 
rely on the future progressive success of the Department of the Mis- 
souri. 

I have the honor to remain, general, your obedient servant, 
SAML. Rh. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


BLOOMFIELD, March 24, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, 
Commanding District of Saint Lowis : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to state that I am now well informed, 
from several different sources, that Marmaduke has not left Batesville. 
He cannot move a numerous army in this direction at present. Even 
with the means of transporting his subsistence for men, he would have 
to wait for the grass for his horses. This wili not be high enough be- 
fore the middle of April. 

From 400 to 700 of Jeffers’ and Clark’s men are scattered along from 
Chalk Bluff to Scatterville and Gainesville. I have spies amongst them, 
and will get well advised of situation and force. So soon as the storm = 
now raging abates, I will move sufficient cavalry to take them by a 
bold dash. Ishall also scour this ridge down to the Arkansas line, and 
send a strong detachment into Mississippi County to bag some guer- 

rillas that have been running riot there for a long time, and to break up 
- a contraband trade between Lane’s Landing and Bayou Saint James, 
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I desire leave to come to Saint Louis about the 1st of April. I want 
to arrange my military family as a brigadier, of which I only have news- 
paper intelligence; to get my commission, and attend to some impor- 
tant private matters, such as breaking up my house establishment for 


my family to go Hast, on account of my wife’s health, and the consequent 


sale of my furniture. I would also like to confer with you about what 
ought to be done for the defense of this country, and the disposition of 
force for the better protection of it. Many things might be explained 
in an interview that are not so easy to explain [in writing]. 

General Curtis promised me a respite from duty as soon as matters 
were settled in this quarter. If he is still in command, I doubt not he 
will grant it. If not, I respectfully ask your kind intercession with 
his successor. You know, should the state of things require it, I can 


be back here any time in from twenty-four to thirty-six hours. If leave — 


is granted, please notify me, via Cape Girardeau, by telegraph, and 
much oblige one who has the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JOHN McNEIL, 
Colonel, Commanding Expedition. 


CAMP AT BLOOMFIELD, March 24, 1863. 


Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, 
Commanding District of Saint Louis, Mo. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your telegram - 


of yesterday. It came this evening from the Cape, by the messenger of 
Colonel Livingston. I notice the assignment of Colonel Glover to the 
west side of the Saint Francis, and will put myself in communication 
and act in concert with him. 

Your orders in regard to Marmaduke will be obeyed. But I fear that 


he will not come until Price’s army is organized, when Missouri will be - 


invaded at her least defended point, be that where it may. I think 
this is the only direction in which they can get bread or forage. 

’ IT send dn officerto-morrow to survey the road across East Swamp and 
Nigger Wool to New Madrid, via Piketon. By inquiry from citizens, I 
learn that the turnpike, or rather corduroy road, has been washed away 
in many places, and needs repairing, and that bridges and culverts are 


in the same condition. The road from Piketon to New Madrid is tolera- | 


bly good, running through a sandy country. To New Madrid this route 
is about 45 miles. I have no doubt that the road can be put in order 
soon. One hundred of the contraband negroes that I notice as occasion- 


ally arriving at Saint Louis could be well employed on the roads here- — 


abouts, or even double that number. 

Toward Poplar Bluff I have a company of the First Wisconsin Cay- 
lary, engaged in repairing bridges, culverts, and mending road this 
side of the Saint Francis. I will direct the turnpiking of a bad piece 
of bottom, of three-quarters of a mile, and the rendering of the ferry- 
crossing easier and safer for teams. Lieutenant Poole reports that a 
mile of turnpike at the Black River will make the road good from the 
Saint Francis to the bluffs. 

We have had heavy rain for two days, and our floating bridge at the 
Castor was broken by the drift last night. We lost only a small piece 
of it, and will have it all right for our next supply train. 

I start _a party of 250 for Arkansas to-morrow, under Major Torrey (a 


good leader), and a strong party, with a howitzer at the bluff, to cover. 
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their retreat, if they should have to back out. Ialso send another down 
the ridge to act in three directions, and catch those who, driven from 
Bewiey’s Ridge, come across in dug-outs to the islands or the main 
land. 

I shall, by preventing their collection of supplies and breaking up 
their scattered camps in this way, do them much damage. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JOHN McNEIL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hors. DISTRICT NORTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Saint Joseph, March 25, 1863. 
Maj. H. Z. CurTIS, 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Sm: I have the honor to report that, since my return to this post, I 
have information from all parts of the district, confirming the reports 
which I had previously heard of preparations being made by the rebels 
to rise during the spring. Much evidence on this subject has been for- 
warded to the provost-marshal-general at Saint Louis, and’can be fur- 
nished to the general commanding the department by that office. Let- 
ters and reports of spies all havethe same purport. An extensive secret 
organization, for the overthrow of the Federal power, exists in the coun: 
ties upon the southern boundary of Iowa, in Kansas, Nebraska, in this 
district, and south of the Missouri River. Price is expected to re-enter 
this State in force, coming through the Indian country, and, when he is 
within striking distance, a simultaneous movement of the rebels in the 
localities above named is to be made; first, to obtain arms and ammu- 
nition, and, next, either to possess themselves of the country or force 
their way through to Price. Everything favors sucha movement. The 
United States forces in this district consist of my own infantry regi- 
ment, about 400 strong ; two companies of the First Colorado Cavalry, 
under orders to proceed to Fort Leavenworth, and some recruits for 
the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, now forming, who are unarmed and but 
partly mounted. A large portion of the Enrolled Militia are disloyal; 
but few of them are in active service, and those are so employed guard- 
ing their armories as not to be movabie. ‘The Governor has just ordered 
out of active service the companies of the Saint Joseph regiment here- 
tofore on duty here. I have no power to call into active service any of 
the militia, and those now in service can be withdrawn by the State au- 
thorities at any moment. 

The arms of the militia are stored for the most part at the county 
seats or principal towns of the different counties, and are so feebly 
guarded that they would fall an easy prey to any considerable force of | 
rebels. 

Ey need cavalry here, good, well-trained cavalry, to strike before the 
rebels’ plans are fully matured. 

I send out a scout of 50 of the Colorado cavalry to-morrow, to pro- 
ceed to the Iowa line and apprehend several rebel recruiting officers 
whose names I have. 

I respectfully suggest that the Governor of Iowa be requested to put 
his militia on the border into the field, for the lower tier of counties in 
that State is full of refugees ae Daron rely Ma) Tesla 

La ir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ne ole ie ‘CHESTER HARDING, Jr., 
Colonel, Commanding District of Northwestern Missouri, 
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| Hbanouannene DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, March 28, 1863. 


Respectfully referred to His Excellency Governor Gamble, inviting 
his attention to the matter of the Enrolled Militia and the insecure con- 
dition of the Statearms. Many similar letters have been received, and 
much apprehension exists concernin g this matter among the people of 
that pienity. 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, March 30, 1863. 
-Major-General CURTIS: 


The intent of the preparation for renewing the war in Missouri is new 
tome. Ihad information of a band in Illinois, and am preparing to 
demand the leader as a fugitive from justice, with the hope that Gov- 
ernor Yates will arrest the band. 

Governor Kirkwood informs me of fugitives, but has not furnished 
me with names. I send you a copy of the letter in reply to his.* 

In view of possible trouble in Northern Missouri, I have ordered the 
organization of four regiments of picked men, Enrolled Missouri Militia. 
-Tsend copy of order issued to one of the district generals.* Similar 
order issued for Northwestern District. 

In respect to arms, I have directed Colonel Wood, one of my aides, to 

- proceed through Northern Missouri, and cause all public arms to be ¢ol- 
lected and sent to depots to be established at posts where a strong force 
is always kept. This direction was given in the latter end of last week. 
The purpose has been to send home all the Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
except the regiments selected and organized as provisional regiments. 
There will be an earnest co- operation with troops of the United States 
in putting down any uprising. 

If you approve of the organization and calling out of these selected . 
regiments, you can help me very much by recommending to the Presi- 

dent to furnish the required funds for their expenses. 

H. R. GAMBLE. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, April 4, 1863., 
Respectfully returned, and attention invited to indorsements. 
By command of General Curtis: 
H. Z. CURTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Saint Louis, March 25, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM WEER, 
Comdg. First Division, Camp near Mouth of King’s Fork: 

Your dispatch of yesterday is received. The troops at Forsyth are’ 
temporarily attached to your division, and you will assume command 
over them accordingly. You will so dispose your troops as to hold For- 
syth securely against any probable attack. If it be necessary, on ac- 
count of forage, | Cross a a part of your division: over the river rand occupy 
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‘a position toward Carrollton or Yellville, where forage can be had, but 
no more distant from Forsyth than necessary. The advanced force 
must guard against attack by a superior force, and, if threatened by 
such a force, fall back and hold the crossing at Forsyth. The object is 
_ to protect the ferry-boat and prevent the rebels from crossing north of 


White River. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, \ HpQRrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 22. Saint Louis, Mo., March 25, 1863. 


Pursuant to Paragraph II, General Orders, No. 48, War Department, 
Col. B. L. E. Bonneville, U. 8. Army, is, in addition to his other duties, _ 
assigned to duty as commissary of musters for this department. 

District and army commanders will, as soon as practicable, indicate 
the officers to be assigned to duty at their respective headquarters as 
assistant commissaries of musters. Such as have no officer of the Regu- 
lar Army (including additional aides-de-camp, appointed by the Presi- 
dent, under the act approved August 5, 1861) under their commands to 
recommend for this duty, will report the fact, by telegraph or otherwise, | 
_.that proper officers may be assigned as soon as possible. 

By command of Major-General Curtis: 
H. Z. CURTIS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


~Hogrs. DIstTs. WEST. ARK. AND IND. T., DEPT, OF THE Mo., 
In the Field, Camp Pomeror y, Ark., March 27, 1863. 


Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: . 

Sir: The tri-monthly return has been forwarded. The general health 
in this immediate command is good, although we still have occasional 
eases of small-pox. By to-morrow I think all of the Indian regiments 
will be vaccinated. In all, there have been about forty cases, eight 
fatal, since it broke out six weeks ago. Our sanitary regulations have 
much improved the general health of the army. 

The enemy still hold Clarksville, although no point on this side of 
the river above it. They hold Fort Smith, from which I could very 
easily dispossess them, but have been embarrassed by the Arkansas 
command at Fayetteville. I have ordered some small earthworks to 
be thrown up by the soldiers there, so that one or two companies could 
hold it against guerrilla bands that might be massed in force enough to 
take asmall command. Guerrillas have been pretty well driven out of 
this section. 

The Indian soldiers are exceedingly anxious to move forward on the 
Arkansas River and into the Nation, and continually press it, as the 
cropping season is wearing on and the refugees expected down. 

I have sent scouts to Clarksville, and, if the enemy attempts to 
remain there, I will try and take in Cabell, and then move up the river 

on Fort Smith, the design being to frustrate any attempt of the enemy 
to reorganize or mass his forces. 

I have four companies at Hildebrand’s Mill, Cherokee Nation, where 

_ the upper portion of the Nation is protected. I run the mill, hauling 
grain from this section of Arkansas. I have the quarantine hospital 
there. Many citizens of the Nation are in great suffering for bread. 
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The weather has been fine, and the roads are getting good. Stock 
reduced ; indeed, at the post of Fayetteville, very much reduced. — 

The report of the Arkansas command, Colonel Harrison, shows sev- 
eral things I have been trying to correct. I believe Colonel Harrison 
does the best he can with it, and I hope that a more rigid discipline 
may be gradually introduced. 

Iam11 miles from Prairie Grove. I havea command now at Dutch 
Mills, and an outpost at Dripping Springs, and one 15 miles from Clarks- 
ville. These are mere reconnaissances. 

' Very respectfully, 

WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. First Division, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Berryville, Ark., March 29, 1863. 


- Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Army of the Frontier, 
Saint Lowis, Mo., or at his headquarters: 


Your dispatch of the 25th instant received, but behind time. After 
much difficulty, I have succeeded in crossing White River, it being 
swollen by rains. I had completely exhausted forage on north side. 
My advance at Carrollton has captured some rebels, and from them and 
others learn that 300 or 400 are concentrating at Crooked Creek, be- 
tween Carrollton and Yellville. They are committing all sorts of atroci- 
ties on Union people. 

To-morrow early I will march to Carrollton, and next day attack 
them with a part of the force. The remainder I will keep at Carrollton, 
foraging. My only fear is Marmaduke getting from Batesville in my 
rear. You, however, will see to that. I have found more forage here 
_ than I expected, and think I can live in the country a few days. We. 
have already captured several leading guerrillas. 

WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


Hpgrs. First DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp at Berryville, Ark., March 29, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel KENT, 
Commanding Troops at Forsyth : 

I am in receipt of a telegraphic communication from Major-General 
Schofield, which attaches the troops under your command to my divis- 
ion temporarily. I send you the usual order in such cases. I propose 
to leave you at full liberty to discharge, as in your opinion best, the 
duties of your command, as I presume the attaching was made in con- 
sequence of the fact that 1am ordered south of White River. You will, 
therefore, simply at present carry out such instructions as you have 
received heretofore. 

I have had great difficulty in crossing White River, it being swollen, 
and only reached here to-day. I, however, have a party at Carrollton, 
who report to me (Sunday) captured rebels, and from them and others 
have gathered the information that a rebel force of some 300 to 400 are 
concentrating at Crooked Creek, between Carrollton and Yellville. They 
are committing all sorts of atrocities on Union people. : 
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To-morrow early I will march to Carrollton, and next day attack them 
with a part of the force. The remainder I will keep at Carrollton, for- 
aging. My only fear is Marmaduke getting from Batesville in my rear. 
You, however, will see to that. I have found more forage here than I 
expected, and think I can live in the country a few days. We have 
already captured several leading guerrillas. 

WM. WEER, 


Colonel, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, 
Jefferson City, March 29, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
Commanding, &c., Saint Louis, Mo. : 


GENERAL: The following telegram has just been received: 


INDEPENDENCE, March 28, 1863. — . 
Gaty * robbed to-day by guerrillas. Meyers and Henry, of Company E, killed ; others 
escaped. Twenty negroes killed. 
W. R. PENICK. 


Of which I have forwarded you a copy by telegraph. 

I write this now to say that there can no longer be any question but 
that the contest for the supremacy in this State must be made a war of 
extermination; that is, one party, either the loyal or the disloyal, must 
be permitted to hold exclusive possession of the country. It is utterly 
impossible for both parties longer to dwell together. The guerrillas 
and the rebel sympathizers are waging a relentless, cruel, and bloody 
war upon our unarmed and defenseless citizens, and ‘are determined to 
continue it until the last loyal citizen is murdered or is driven from his 
home to escape being murdered. The loyal citizens look to us for pro- 
tection. They have aright to expect it, and itis the imperative duty 
of the Government which we serve to give them protection, and, on its 
part, it is the most heartless cruelty when, in its zeal to conciliate rebels 
and traitors, it allows the loyal citizens to be deliberately murdered by 
the allies of the rebels, the guerrillas. 

The means that I have heretofore taken to furnish protection to our 
friends in this district (and which would have succeeded with the loss 
of much less blood of outlaws than has been by the acts of these out- 
laws shed by honest men whom the outlaws have murdered) have been 
so emphatically condemned at Washington that I feel some hesitancy 
in resorting to any stringent policy without first having your sanction. 
If ordered “‘to compel peace in my district,” in forty days an honest man 
can ridefrom one end of it to the other without question or being harmed; 
or, if you will be kind enough to indicate what steps in the premises | 
would be judicious, and will fix the Jimits in which I may act, | will feel 
much obliged. ; 

It may be proper to add that the guerrillas are becoming quite active 
in every part of the district, and from the north side of the river I hear 
frequent compiaints of them. ‘They are much more active and numerous 
than they were this time last year. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BEN. LOAN, 
Brigadier-Gencral, Missouri State Militia. 


*Steamer Sam. Gaty. 
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Sant Louis. March 31, 1863. 


Respectfully referred to headquarters, Washington, for information. 
LT have directed the general to visit the perpetrators with death and 
destruction if he can catch them. They deserve summary punishment, 
and I hope they will have it meted out to them. 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


mee Sarmnt Louis, Mo., March 30, 1863. 
President LINCOLN : , 
General Schofield is here. Please order him to Washington immedi- 
ately. 
H. R. GAMBLE, 
Governor. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, ] 
‘March 30, 1863. 
General BARTHOLOW, Glasgow : 

All right. Iam misinformed as to the locality of Sibley’s Landing. 
Thad telegraphed Loan, who has, no doubt, telegraphed commanders 
everywhere. Death to bushwhackers is the order. Have a commission 

_ always ready to try, determine, and execute immediately, if they are 
unfortunately taken alive. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. - 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Greenfield, Mo., March 30, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM IF’. CLoup, 
Commanding Southwestern District of Missouri : 


COLONEL: I have the honor to present to your consideration the con- 

dition of affairs hereabouts and the operations of my command. 

It is manifest that there has been, in the last week, quite an influx of 
guerrillas in this vicinity, particularly to the west of Greenfield. Sev- 
eral new bands, but under old leaders, have appeared within the last ° 

few days, and they exhibit unusual activity and much familiarity with 

, the country and their sympathizers. The Horse Creek region is 12 or 
15 miles west of this. It is there they most frequently appear. The 
country is open, and a spy is easily stationed on an eminence command- 
ing the country for miles in every direction. This prevents us from 
getting on to them suddenly. 

On Saturday last, I chased a band of about 10 or 12 from this creek 
to Bear Creek, in Cedar County. There the pursuit became so hot they 
were forced to stand, rather than scatter. We charged them immedi- 
ately, but, owing to the dense brush and jaded condition of our horses, 
we were unable to fall on them precipitately. The result was, they . 
scattered in great confusion, and every devil of them struck for his 
destiny. Weran one down and killed him outright, capturing his horse 
and arms; others seemed wounded, but the thick brush prevented pur- 
suit, and it already being dark, they made good their escape. We 
bivouacked on the ground, and scoured the country thoroughly, but 
made no discovery. Our casualties were 1 horse killed and 1 saber lost, 
and about 6 horses run down in the chase. 
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Yesterday (Sunday) I chased West and his gang until 12 o'clock at 
night. It seems impossible to catch him. My men have been on the 
move incessantly through the past week, until their horses are com- 
pletely jaded. 1 have at least 25 men dismounted, and it is almost 
impossible to get horses here. . 

I wish very ‘much, colonel, if you can possibly do it, that you would 
send the Second Battalion, at Linden, out here, to be divided between 
Colonel Crittenden and myself. We need them, and can use them to 
good advantage to the country and your district. The rebels are pass- 
ing almost daily to the north, and trouble may be anticipated west and | 
northwest. We have to send out heavy escorts with trains after forage, 
after flour, ofter rations, and for everything; besides, our patrol guards 
are heavy. This soon consumes a battalion that is small. 

I have frequent reports from Colonel Crittenden. He is having a 
lively time with bushwhackers; says they are numerous. He caught 
Walton, of Newton County, a few days since. I have him here in irons; 
will send him up to Springfield in a few days. The scoundrels, Dan. 
Creach and William Homes, whom I sent to Springfield last week in 
irons, got out of prison next night, after your provost-marshal received 
them. Your provost needs stirring up. Creach and Homes, I under- 
stand, state that they bribed the sentinel. They were 12 or 14 miles 
north of this last Saturday, jayhawking, devastating, &c. Ihave caught 
them twice, and the third time ought to suffice. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. F. PHILIPS, 
Colonel Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


i 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, - 
No. 24. Saint Louis, Mo., March 30, 1863. 

I. The District of Kansas, Major-General Blunt commanding, is 
hereby modified as follows: To extend south to the Arkansas River; ~ 
the eastern boundary line south of the Missouri River to the east line 
of the western tier of counties in Missouri, and such line prolonged to- 
the southern boundary. Other districts are modified, and commanders 
will report accordingly. 

Il. Maj. Gen. F. J. Herron will assume command of the Army of the 
Frontier. ; 

Ill. The District of Southwestern Missouri is extended southward to 
the Arkansas River, and Brig. Gen. J. M. Schofield is assigned to the 
command. 

IV. The District of Rolla, Brigadier-General Davies commanding, 
never having been designated in orders, is described as follows: Com- 
mencing at the intersection of the fifth principal meridian and the north- 
ern line of Washington County, Missouri; thence west to the Gasconade’ 
River; thence up that stream to the western line of Pulaski County ; 

; thence south to the State boundary line between Arkansas and Mis 
souri; thence east to the fifth principal meridian, and thence north to 
the place of beginning. Other districts concerned are modified accord- 
ingly. 

V. Maj. W. M. Dunn , judge- advocate, having reported for orders, is 
assigned to duty at these headquarters, on the staff of the major-gen- 
eral commandin g. 

By command of Major-General Curtis: 

H. Z. CURTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, March 30, 1863. 


Col. J. C. KELTON, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


COLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of ; 


the letter of the Secretary of War, of March 24, to the Secretary of the 
Interior, in relation to troops for the Upper Missouri. 


Jam assembling at Sioux City and Fort Randall 2,000 cavalry and 


eight companies of infantry, with a battery of mountain howitzers. 
This force includes the regiment of Nebraska cavalry, which, as I am 
informed by telegram from the General-in-Chief, has been ordered to 
report to me at Sioux City, direct from the headquarters of the army. 
These forces will have assembled by April 15, and by May 10, the 
earliest moment at which the grass on the plains will subsist the ani- 
mals, they will move up the Missouri against the hostile Indians. This 
expedition is designed to be simultaneous and to act in co-operation 
with a similar expedition, somewhat larger, which will move from the 
Upper Minnesota in the direction of Devil’s Lake. I had intended to 
send a third expedition up the Big Sioux to unite with the Minnesota 
expedition near Devil’s Lake; but the refusal of the Indian Depart- 
ment to take charge of the Indian prisoners captured last September 
deprives me of the use of so large a force to protect them against the 
whites in Minnesota, that I am not able to command a sufficient force. 
Tam, poloun; very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


_- Hpgrs. First DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
r Camp at Carrollton, Ark., March 31, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J oHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Army of the Frontier, 
Saint Louis, Mo., or where his headquarters may be: 


I reached here yesterday, and found the rebel force farther from here — 


than I expected, say some 30 miles toward Yellville. I have sent an ex- 
pedition after them, who will make a night march, and come upon them 
from the south to-morrow at daybreak. The Union people here are in 
a deplorable condition, robbed of everything, and the men secreted in 


the thickets to save their lives. The guerrillas who traverse the coun-— 


try shoot every Union man they see mercilessly. A proposition is made 
to me to countenance the raising an independent organization of citi- 
zens (Union men). They feel confident that if I will sustain them a few 
days, until they are collected, they can hold the country; otherwise 
they must all abandon it. They cannot bear the idea of entering the 
service generally, and thus, perhaps, be carried from their homes, Jeav- 
ing their families at the mercy of these murderous bushwhackers. 
-The operations of the enemy’s guerrillas in Arkansas are far more vin- 
dictive and remorseless than anywhere else under my observation. 
These independent organizations could ask no further aid from you than 
ammunition and, perhaps, guns, if possible; everything else they will 
provide themselves, and askno pay. Ifthe department would authorize 
them, and afford the slight aid I mention, I believe they would effect- 


ually” hold Missouri and Arkansas, as they would rise up in every 


county. Ihave thought the matter of sufficient importance to telegraph 
to you, as I cannot remain here very long, and if the above suggestion 
is not adopted, I will be compelled to take with me every Union family. 
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My trains are procuring forage in abundance at present. To-morrow 
I will try the country thoroughly, by sending out every wagon that can | 
be spared. I believe I could remain here several days. Do you think 
my locality a proper one to accomplish your purposes? No word from 
you since your dispatch of the 25th. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division.. 


Hpqgrs. First DIvVIsion, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp at Carrollton, Ark., March 31, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel KENT, 
Commanding Troops at Forsyth : 


I reached here on last evening, and to-day have sent an expedition 
against the rebel forces at Crooked Creek, who are distant some 30 
miles. I have thus far found forage in abundance. How long it will last 
Idonot know. The effect of my expedition will at least have the effect 
to clean Crooked Creek. In the mean time I would recommend that you 
send your forage train to Berryville vicinity. There is a large amount 
of forage on the Osage and King’s Rivers, in that neighborhood. They 
should go prepared to make at least a two days’ trip of it. A direct road 
* leads from Forsyth. If Ican accumulate any forage here, so as to sup- 
ply you, will let you know. I have had no response to my letter sent 
yesterday, though three of my men came down to-day. I trust it has 
reached you. Please attend to the suggestions therein made, particu- | 
larly in regard to my ambulance and train. We are here on half rations 
of some articles. Can White River be forded at Forsyth with loaded 
wagons? What is the depth of water at present, and is it rising or | 
falling? Please communicate any news in regard to Marmaduke, and 
also inform me, if possible, the locality of the other two divisions. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WEER, 


Colonel, Commanding Division. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis com- 
manding, for March 31, 1863; headquarters Saint Louis, Mo. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, §¢.—Continued. 


Command. 


District of Rolla, Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies: 
Stat (ROMA! MO) soo ries van ese sce fctectieleee: 
Troops in district. 2.20.3) .2- 2. .--s eee. eee Dele 


Total District of Rolla 


District of Southwestern Missouri, Col. William 
i F. Cloud: 
Staff (Springfield, Mo.)..-1 220... 2c.ei eect: 
Volunteer foro...) evel sow sen cee sibercicn yaa 
‘Total force Missouri State Militia.........--. 


Total District of Southwestern Missouri-.- 


Army of the Froztier, Maj. Gen. J. . M. Schofield: 
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First Division, Col. William Weer (Carroll- 
ton, Ark., &c.) 

Second Division, Col. Dudley Wickersham 
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(near Rolla, Mo.) 
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Central District of Missouri, Brig. Gen. Egbert B. 
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District of Western Arkansas and Indian Terri- 
tory, Col.W. A. Phillips (Pomeroy; Ark.) 
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GENERAL deueocn a Hpqrs. ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
No. 1. Rolla, Mo., April 1, 1863. 


In accordance with Paragraph IJ, General Orders, No. 24, Headquar- 
ters Department of the Missouri, the undersigned hereby assumes com- 
mand of the Army of the Frontier. 

F. J. HERRON, 


Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpbogrs. DIST. OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
No. 22. } Helena, Ark., April 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn, U.S. Volunteers, having reported at these 
headquarters, is hereby assigned to the command of the United States 
forces in the vicinity of Helena. 
* & * * * * cS 
By order of Major-General Prentiss: 
JAMES O. PIERCE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. First DIvIsion, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Carrollton, April 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD: 

J am enveloped in a cloud of guerrillas. They are firing into my for- 
age trains. One of the drivers will, I presume, die of his wounds. A 
small reconnoitering party I sent to Huntsville could not reach there ; 
was driven back. Marmaduke was at the rebel camp on Crooked Creek 
a few days ago. I have alot of prisoners; some just from the Arkansas | 
River. Irom them and from Colonel Kent, who has spies out, and from 
the whole country, I believe that some movement on the part of the 
rebels is imminent, Price and Kirby Smith are at Little Rock, making 


wh 
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every exertion to fill up their ranks. Price is writing everywhere that 
he will move north as soon as grass grows. Marmaduke has sent a 
party of some thousand men to Vera Cruz, Mo. The boldness with 
which the guerrillas hang around my camp, coupled with information 
received, and the behavior of the secession inhabitants, all convince me 
that we had better prepare for another invasion. Of course, movements 
of our armies elsewhere being unknown to me, may change this pro- 
gramme. I find forage in great abundance as yet, and can remain in this 
country for some time. I want more cavalry just now. The Arkansas 
troops would be invaluable if over here, so that I might throw them out 
south. Prisoners state Marmaduke’s forces were to assemble at Yell- 
_ ville on the 1st of April. I sent a party in that direction while we 

were over attacking the rebel camp at Crooked Creek. They had two 
reconnoitering parties examining my camp. Vegetation here is very 


forward; animals can live now upon the grass. I am thrashing corn, so 


as to deposit it at Forsyth. Let us make the fight that is approaching 
in Arkansas. If we gain a victory, we have the State. Marmaduke 
_ ean now be bagged if some force is moved against his front. I take him 
in the rear. 
Yours, respectfully, 
= WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpqgrs. Dist. WEST. ARK. AND IND. T., DEPT. OF THE MoO., 
In the Field, Camp Park Hill, April. 2, 1863. 


Major-General BLuNT, Fort Scott, Kans. : 


Srr: The refugees arrived here two daysago. I appointed a commit- 
tee to allot land districts, and they have gone to work. The Cherokees 
are greatly rejoiced. A considerable portion of my command is at Fort 
Gibson. The enemy are trying to concentrate on the other side. Iwish 
they would, as it would save us the trouble of hunting them up. They 
seem determined to resist the crossing of the river. I moved into the 
Nation toward Lee’s Creek, within 30 miles of Fort Smith, and would 
have crossed there and driven them from Fort Smith, but the river was 
too deep to ford. No boats would come up, and I had to come up here 
to organize matters. We drove a lot of stock from the Arkansas Val- 
ley to keep the rebels from getting it. Had a fight at Webbev’s Falls, 
killing 7of the enemy and driving the rest into the river; some wounded, 
drowned, and taken. The enemy are coming up toward Gibson. A 
_ force on the opposite bank; good thing if they will only stay. I goto 
Gibson with the rest of my command. The Department of the Interior 
notifies me, through its agents, they intend to subsist the refugees as 
soon as they can get bread here. I have to turn over some flour now, 
but will be relieved from the burden as soon as they get it down. I 
had to furnish them an escort to go up with the train. I have Captain 
Spring Frog’s company making salt at Alberty’s Lick. Everything is 
in excellent shape. As soon as I get a crack at the rebels on the south 
bank I can recruit the two regiments. Some of the officers are here. 
Pomeroy is sick at Mayetteville. I will do the best I can for them, but 
I wish they could do more for themselves. Colonel Drew sent over terms 
of peace, but he has only 40 men, and they will come any how. I have 
issued orders for all irregularities to cease, and those who desire to be 
loyal to move in. The enemy are afraid of the recruiting, which is the 
reason they are so nervous about my getting over the river. They paid 
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off all the rebel Indians lately, deserters and all. They die hard, but 
I think they will only fall into my hands by venturing to remain. [am 
most anxious to hear from you. I telegraphed you from Fayetteville. 
Very respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, | 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. Dists. Wrst. ARK. AND IND. T., DEPT. OF THE MO., 
3 In the Field, Camp Pomeroy, April 2, 1863. 
Colonel HARRISON, 
Commanding Post, Fayetteville, Ark. : 

Sir: Your dispatch of the 31st received, and contents noted with 
regret. You will see that your command is called in and kept at the 
post. You will throw up such earthworks as you can speedily con- 
struct, without delay, using the soldiers, and keeping several hundred 
men constantly at work. I shall leave the plan of defenses with you, 
but as we shall be farther apart immediately, you will lose no time in 
putting these defenses into shape. During one week Fort Blunt has 
been rendered so strong that a small force can hold it against three 
times their numbers. 

I sent telegrams to General Curtis about your outfit. I desire you to 
see that your men are put in effective shape as soon as possible. In 
the mean time make their present position strong. I regret that you 
are unable to aid me, and urge that the most active exertions on the 
part of your whole command be made, so that you do not embarrass me. 
The honor and best interests of the Government imperatively require 
action on my part, and I shall act as rapidly as possible. JI move to 
Cincinnati to-morrow, where I may camp for some time. I desire that 
daily communication be kept open between us. When the train goes 
up to Cassville and Springfield, the escort ought to be of footmen chiefly. 

_ Send up your battery and one infantry company to be outfitted, and 
arm them temporarily. Send afew mounted men. It will be out of the 
question for my command to guard your trains longer. In fine, colonel, 
the time for active service has fully arrived. I regret that it should 
have found your command in such condition. -My own is far from 
being as well equipped as it should be, but time is up, and I am going to 
use it. I may be compelled to delay a little, but shall delay as little as 
possible. I hope you may get your outfit, so that you can garrison Fort 
Smith soon. I should say, leave for Springfield in person; but I am 
going farther away from you, colonel, and I have confidence in your - 
judgment with your. peeuliar command, and if you can get your outfit, 
I should rather have you stay at present. Telegraph and importune! 
Iwill. Itis already the 2d of April. 

Very respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


P. S.—Inform me immediately the moment the wires commence 
working. 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Fayetteville, Ark., April 2, [1863.| 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL KR. CURTIS: 
_ GENERAL: Since writing the inclosed letter to you, I have received 
one (a copy of which is on this sheet) from Colonel Phillips. I sincerely 


We Rs a ea ‘ 
eet ‘ : Guy 


192 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. 'T., AND DEPT, N. W.. (Cuat, XXXIV. 


hope that something can be done to equip my forces, so that we can par- | 
ticipate in this movement. I shall fortify here immediately, and put this 


post in condition to be held by a few men as a point on our line of com- 


f 


munication with Saint Louis. 1 hope the field pieces will be forthcoming. — 
Many men in the battery have served in that arm before, and nearly all 
are picked men, and will do honor to themselves and the service, 
I am, general, your most obedient servant, 
M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel First Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding Post. 


{Inclosures. ] 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Fayetteville, Ark., April 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: Being ordered by Col. W. A. Phillips, commanding this 
district, to hold myself in readiness to move on Van Buren with my 
command within the next five days, and having stated fully to him the 
present ineffective state of the command, and some reasons why I con- 
sider such a movement premature, I have thought it not improper to 
state the same facts to yourself directly, inasmuch as I have been or- 
dered to report to you as well as to the commander of this district. 
Ist. The state of my command. The First Arkansas Cavalry num- 
bers an aggregate of 1,032 men; probably when all are at the post they 
may number 850 effective men. They have 154 serviceable horses and 65 
unserviceable, all told. The regiment has not received any clothing for 
three months, and only a very small supply since November, so that a 
large part of the men are in a destitute condition. 

The First Arkansas Infantry will number in a few days an aggregate 
of 830 men; probably 700 of them effective. They are totally without 
transportation, clothing or tents, or equipments of any kind, except the 
arms picked up on the Prairie Grove battle-ground, which are of all 
patterns and calibers. The destitution of clothing is very great, and 
much suffering and sickness prevails on account of it; besides, it would 


_be a ruinous policy to place this undrilled, barefooted, butternut regi- 


ment in the field to be mixed up with and cut in pieces by rebels in the 
same dress. 

The First Arkansas Light Artillery numbers 110 men, who are desti- 
tute of clothing, and have never received their guns. Of course, nothing 
can be expected of them; ammunition is scarce; we have only caliber. 


_.8 and .69 enough to give an average of 40 roftinds to each man; but 


we have a large number of .54 guns and no ammunition for them, while: 
we could only furnish from 15 to 20 rounds for the .58 guns. The post 
train is reduced for want of mules from 14 to 4 wagons. Forage must 
be hauled from King’s River, 45 miles, and trains must be escorted by at 
least 100 men, and even then the danger of their capture cannot be dis-. 
guised. A trip seldom is made without a skirmish with guerrillas. 
There being no brigade train, and no transportation for either infantry _ 
or battery, we are obliged to depend entirely for our trains furnished at 
Springfield, Mo., which thus far we have failed entirely to receive, ex- 
cept a partial supply of subsistence stores, having been at two different 
times reduced to extremity on account of the delay in furnishing trains. 
No quartermaster stores have been sent (except a few brought by the — 
First Arkansas Cavalry train) since I have been at this post, and the 


t 
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reply to all my datteatice is that stores are to be had, es iranisportar 
' tion is so scarce that they cannot be forwarded. : 


The state of the country is this: Livingston, with 800 guerrillas, i is 
in Southwestern Missouri, watching for an opportunity to pick up for- 
age and subsistence trains. One or two bands are in Benton County, 
Arkansas, and on White River, War Eagle, and King’s are several more. 
A large band frequents Sugar Creek Bottom, north of Elkhorn, and an- 
other Cross Hollows; they ‘fire upon our mail riders and telegraph re- 
pairers, and destroy the wire daily; they attack all stragglers from 
train escorts, and many have been taken to the brush, robbed, and 
turned loose, while others have been killed. Thé want of horses has. 
complicated this evil, for I have been obliged to send dismounted es- 
corts or depend on the Indian Brigade. South of this the rebel bands 
are scouting the Boston Mountains constantly. Cabell, now in com- 
mand, has about 1,500 men between Clarksville and Fort Smith, which 
can be concentrated ina few hours, and they are all mounted on the best 
of horses. 

I am obliged to depend mainly on spies for information, though I 
keep constantly one dismounted scout in the neighborhood of Frog 
Bayou. Mulberry, or head of White River. Not less than 800 men can. 
saiely be left at this post, and none of them can be mounted, for, in | 
case of a movement, I must take every mounted man with me, and then 
not have enough to do half the duty that will be required of them. Our 
line of transportation will be increased, so as to require about eight 
additional days to each trip. To make a successful movement on Van 
Buren or Fort Smith, we need no new troops, but supplies of all kinds 
should be furnished to those already here, and especially should horses 
enough be had, so that we can furnish quick and effective escorts to 


~ our supply trains. I have 800 revolvers in Springfield, which cannot be 


forwarded for want of transportation, and the repeated requisitions for | 
ammunition have been ignored for the same cause. Could I be allowed 
to go to Springfield for a few days, I think I might at least manage to | 


get our supplies as fur as Cassville, where in a short time we might ‘get 


most of them. It is absolutely necessary that some one should see 4G 
this matter in person. Will you try and help us? 
I remain, general, your most obedient servant, 
M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel First Arkansas Volunteer Cavalry, Commanding Post. 


Hpgrs. Dist. WEST. ARKANSAS AND INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Pomeroy, April 2, 1863. 
Colonel HARRISON, ; 
Commanding, Fayetteville, Ark. : 

Dispatch of 31st received and regretted. Call in the command, and 
keep it at the post. Throw up earthworks as speedily as possible. De- 
fend yourselves as you see fit, but lose no time. Sent telegram to Gen- 
eral Curtis about the outfit. Put your men in effective shape. Make 
their position strong. Hxert yourself so as not toembarrass me. Action 
must be had as rapidly as possible. Shall move to Cincinnati to-morrow 
and camp there for some time. Daily communication should be kept 


up between us. Trains up to Cassville and Springfield should be es- 


corted by footmen. Send up one battery and one company of infantry 
to be outfitted. Arm them temporarily. I cannot guard your trains 
longer. Shall delay as little as possible. I should say to you, leave 


. for Springfield in person, but, as lam going away still farther, and have 
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General BLuNt, Leavenworth: 


: 


- me as soon as the wires are working. 


| Brig. Gen. BEN. LOAN, Jefferson City : 
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. confidence in your judgment with your peculiar command, I would rather 


Telegraph and importune! Iwill. It is already 2d of April. Inform — 


WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


\ 


_. GENERAL en Hpgrs. Dept. oF THE NORTHWEST, 


No. 12. Milwaukee, Wis., April 2, 1863. 


I. Lieut. Col. Frederick Myers, U.S. Army, having reported at these 
headquarters, in accordance with orders from the War Department, is 


assigned to duty as chief quartermaster, and will be obeyed and re-, 


spected accordingly. 
* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Pope: : 
R. O. SELFRIDGH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


|DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] 
April 3, 1863. 


Put only very reliable troops on border counties. Missourians fear 
the “Red Legs” will have too much license under your command. 
That band of rascals must be checked. Better, as far as possible, have 
Missouri troops in Missouri, so far as Jackson and Cass Counties are 
concerned. Encourage Enrolled Militia, and treat them kindly. 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, April 3, 1863. . 


GENERAL: I have just finished your report on Winsor’s papers, which 
is rich and racy. I have allowed him to go scot-free to Jefferson, but I 
agree with you that the Government can find plenty of more reliable 


agents. I do not know that I acted wisely in turning over the west: 


tier of counties to Blunt’s command. I supposed Jackson County was 
so near Leavenworth he could take better care of it. I would like to 
have your views. Blunt avows his determination to put down the “Red 


Legs,” and it seems to me necessary that each of the adjacent command- _ 


ers should have a cordial understanding and cross lines whenever a real 
necessity exists. Of course, I want no such marches for the purpose of - 


plunder, and hope that none but good, orderly troops will operate in 
that vicinity. The order does not interfere with the free,action of the 
State troops, as General Vaughan still commands the Enrolled Militia 
as before. 

You sent an order of General Vaughan, and subsequently a letter 


of instructions from Governor Gamble, taking the ground that the 


Enrolled Missouri Militia should obey no laws but those of the State. - 
I referred the Governor’s letter to him for correction, and he properly — 


did so in relation to ignoring all other laws. 


cd 


= Perey eaakna rat A x a 2” MVE) oOftaee- eC "4 , Tarai wl DS ite \ ‘ 4 
4 Ny & : Rr: - oe. x > a% 4 ~ : ‘ \ 4. ra, f sits 
>. ry er fs “ es j 1 - 

— ; . Ne; “ ¢ 


os 


The other clause in his instruction, affirming that the ordinance re- 


_ quiring the Enrolled Missouri Militia to be governed by the Army Reg- 
ulations does not include the new article, because it has been subse- 


quently enacted, is not so clearly erroneous. It is entirely a State . 
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question, as the Enrolled Missouri Militia are State troops. As a lawyer, | 
however, I differ with the Governor. When a soldier enters the serv- 


ice, he swears he will obey the rules and articles of war, and he is not 
to be sworn for every change or addition subsequently made by Con- 
gress. Yet it is clear the convention would have hesitated if the new 
article had been one of the rules, as they would not like to bind~the 


Enrolled Missouri Militia not to return fugitive slaves. 


I hope your troops have avenged that infernal slaughter on the Sam. 


Gaty. I suppose the people of Sibley and the officers of the boat may © 
not be culpable. Still, the people of Lexington—some of them—must | 


have known the matter was going on. General Vaughan said to me he 
heard such talk, but did not heed it.. It would be well now to find out 
who in Lexington engaged in such talk and the nature of the talk, for 
it seems to be admitted the guerrillas followed the boat a long distance, 
and some of them may have gone from Lexington. That place is far 


from being void of secession. I get no letters as to any determination — 


of this command. The President assures my friends he has no fault to 
find with me. , Lane says it was necessary to remove me, because I did‘not 


perceive that the Government should extend the Southwestern Branch - 
of the Pacific Railroad, while Henderson told Blow he demanded my — 


removal because I differed with Governor Gamble. 


Mr. Bates is convinced that no Federal troops are needed in this State, 
and [ have written the President that if he entertained these views I 
think he ought to change the commander. 

I have written enough for one time, and remain, yours, very truly, 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 


Major-General. » 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Rolla, Mo., April 3, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 


Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: I arrived on Tuesday and assumed command Wednesday 


morning. The Third Division I found camped 13 miles from this place, 
on the Elk Creek road; the Second Division on Spring Creek, but under 


orders to move in this direction. The latter camped last evening about 


~ 20 miles from Rolla. There is no forage in the country east of the Tele- 


graph road and south from here to the State line. Under the circum- 
stances, therefore, nothing can be done but to supply them from this 


- post, for a southward movement cannot be made until the grass is up. 


: 
- 


I think it is unfortunate that the divisions are so far away from 
Springfield, or rather from that section of the State. Between Carroll- 


“ton and Yellville, along the Crooked Creek Valley, forage ean be had in 


abundance, ‘while the task of watching Marmaduke would be much 
easier, and our line better protected. At this distance it is almost im. 
possible to get correct information about the movements of the enemy, 
or to keep posted as fully as we should. While I believe, therefore, 
that your ideas and intentions could be best carried out by having the 


whole force south of Springfield, I see no way of moving it from here 
“until spring is further advanced. From Yellville we could watch the 
* roads to both east and west, and prevent any movement of rebel troops 
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Infantry and First Arkansas Cavalry at Fayetteville, I believe that 
section of country to be perfectly secure. From that point they can 
control the roads east to Huntsville. They will never, in my opinion, 


- attempt to move north again, as far west as Fayetteville, and we may 


only look for movements along the White River. 

On March 25, General Schofield telegraphed Colonel Weer, command- 
ing the First Division, to move in the direction of Forsyth, and, if nec- 
essary to procure forage, to cross White River. By a telegram received 
yesterday, it seems he has crossed, and is now at Carrollton. He was 
to leave his main force there, and, with cavalry, advance and attack a 
'-. . band of guerrillas on Crooked Creek. That county is inhabited by the 
most desperate villains on the face of the earth, and Weer can do good 

service by making their number less. 

Should Marmaduke make a movement from Batesville to get in the 
rear of Weer, I can only relieve him by the'troops at Springfield under 
~. Cloud, and for that it would require your order. It would be an utter 

* impossibility to move the troops from here at the present time, over the 
desolate country intervening. 

I am getting the Second and Third Divisions in condition for a new 

campaign by trimming everything down to the lowest extent. Ten 
wagons to the regiment is my order. General Vandever has been as- 


signed to the Second Division, and, if Orme comes up,‘as I hope he. 


will, I propose to give him the Third. There are, in the three divisions, 
about 10,000 effective men. 

I should very much like to have your ideas about the new campaign 
of this spring, and know whether the Army of the Frontier is to occu- 


py the Arkansas River as a new base of operations. General Halleck, | 


L know, is somewhat opposed to it, but the movement can be made, and 
it would have a good effect. - 
Will you please write me in regard to matters ? 
I am, very truly, yours, &c., 
F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] 
April 3, 1863. 
' Maj. Gen, I. J. HERRON, Commanding, Rolla: 


_ You must support his rear. There is danger of Marmaduke moving 
up on the east side of White River. Fersyth and the ferry must. be 
Bik carefully held while he is down there. 
ae SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


ROLLA, Mo., April 3, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM WEER, 
Commanding First Division, Carroliton, Ark. : 


Your telegram of March 31 received. Remain in the country and or- 
ganize companies as you suggest, being careful, however, into whose 
hands you put arms. The place is a good one, and we can. effectually 
hold Northern Arkansas by it. You can strengthen yourself by these 
organizations and hold that section for awhile. Send to Springfield for 
arms and ammunition to distribute, Ihave issued an order‘for some to 


north. With Phillips on the line of the Nation, and the First Arkansas _ 
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“be turned over to you. Keep a strict watch on the movements of Mar: 
maduke, and see that he does not get by you. He has about 8,000 men - 


and six pieces of artillery, and is on the north side of White River, at’ 4 ss \ 


Batesville. What force have you left at Forsyth ? 
F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


FAYETTEVILLE, April 3, 1863. | 

Major-General HERRON, Rolla : 

My command consists of First Arkansas Cavalry, 1, 020 ; Fitst Ar- 
kansas Infantry, 830; First Arkansas Light Artillery, 110; total ag- tor 
gregate, 1,960 men. "At present about 1,500 are effective, were they “ 
supplied. "The cavalry have only 154 serviceable and 65 unserviceable 
horses, and are destitute of clothing and ammunition; only a partial ~ 
supply. The infantry have the picked-up guns from Prairie Grove, but 


- neither tents, clothing, nor transportation. I have long begged for sup- 
plies. Iunderstand General Schofield commands our district, and have ee 
_ telegraphed these facts to him. Colonel Phillips moved to Cincinnati,. .  . 


25 miles west of this, and expects to move on Fort Smith in a few days. 
I cannot assist, for want of supplies, and must fortify here. Cabell is 
in command of the rebel forces of Southwestern Arkansas. The rebel 
cavalry are under Brooks, and are scattered at Clarksville, Roseville, 
Ozark, and Frog Bayou. ‘Cabell’s and two other regiments are on this 


side, at mouth of Frog; and Brooks, with the débris of five regiments, 


just come in from Little Rock. Price arrived there on the 25th, with 


is on the other side, in supporting distance. They have hauled most of Leh 
their corn on the south side, and have depots all the way to Red River, 
whither they skedaddle if vigorously attacked. 
M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. | . 


FAYETTEVILLE, April 4, 1863. 
Major-General HERRON, Rolla : 


I sent a man to Batesville two weeks ago; he has just returned; he 
says Marmaduke crossed White River and moved northeast with 3, 000 
men on Sunday, March 29; expected to move up into Missouri near 
Black River ; he left two ‘companies in Searcy County, which were 
routed a few ‘days ago by a part of Colonel Weer’s command, and they 
have sent to Little Rock, to Greene, for re-enforcements. A lady has 


his staff and a small escort, but brought no forces across the river. He 


Lieut. R. CARPENTER, 


is reported to have 6,000 men about 2 miles below the Rock. 
M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding "Post. 


Hpqgrs. First Division, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Carrollton, Ark., April 4, 1863. 


Third Wisconsin Cavalry, Comdg. Hxpedition to Osage Fork : 


It having come to the knowledge of the colonel commanding that the’ 
forage trains of this command are repeatedly fired into on Osage Fork 


_of King’s River by lawless men, who secrete themselves in the bushes, 
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and are encouraged and entertained by the inhabitants in that vicinity, 
you are, therefore, instructed to proceed to said neighborhood with the 
wagons placed in your charge, destroy every house and farm, &c., owned 
by secessionists, together with their property that cannot be made avail- 


able to the army; kill every bushwhacker you find; bring away the soetiee 


women and children to this place, with provisions enough to support 

them, and report to these headquarters upon your return. 

. . M. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA TERRITORY, 
Omaha City, Nebr., April 4, 1863. 
Maj. H. Z. CurnTIs, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Sir: I have the honor to forward the following report of an affair 
with the Indians on the Swectwater, just received by telegraph from 
Lieut. Col. William O. Collins, Fort Laramie: 


Fort Laramig, April 4, 1863. 
Captain Eno, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Sweetwater Station attacked last night by about 20 Indians; driven off. One man 
- seriously wounded, No property destroyed except some wagon harness. ae 
WM. O. COLLINS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sixth Ohio Cavalry. 


The detachment at Sweetwater Bridge consists of 26 men, of Com- 


pany L, Sixth Ohio Cavalry, and is stationed at that point for the pur- 


_ pose of protecting the telegraph line. 
ce I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK ENO, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


x 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
; Milwaukee, Wis., April 4, 1863. 
Ool. J. O. KELTON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. of the Army, Washington, D. C.: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report, for the information of the 
General-in-Chief, that I have received letters from General Cook, in- 
forming me that scouts and runners, whom he sent up the Missouri 
some weeks since, have returned and report that the Indians having 
been informed of the proposed movements against them from the Mis- 
souri and Minnesota, have moved off toward Devil’s Lake, with the pur- 
- pose of taking refuge in the British possessions on the Lower Red River. 
From the account sent by General Cook, it seems that the fact of the 
expedition moving against them as soon as the spring opens was com- 


municated to the Indians by white traders from the Selkirk settlements, 


who invited them, in view of their danger, to move into the British pos- 
sessions, assuring them of protection and assistance in the way of arms 
and ammunition. Ido not doubt that much of this information is true, 
and that the Indians, if they find themselves unable to resist, will re- 
treat north beyond our frontier. How much assistance they will receive, 
or how inuch encouragement will be given them at the British post and 
agencies I do not know, but it seems now probable that the expeditions 
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will find none of these Indians within our own territory. Iam going 
up to Saint Paul in the course of a couple of weeks, and shall instruct 
Generals Sibley and Cook to pursue these hostile Indians who have 
committed depredations within our lines, or whose usual homes are in © 
our country, wherever they may go, regardless of boundary lines. These 
orders will be carried out unless I am otherwise instructed by the Gov- 
ernment. Otherwise the result will be that the Indians, having a secure 
place of refuge, will be at liberty to resume hostilities whenever a favor- 
able occasion presents itself, and all expeditions against them must fail 
of success. This result will involve the necessity of keeping the large 
force in this department constantly on the frontier until the Indians 
choose to close their hostilities. Unless they are followed into the Sel- 
kirk settlements, or anywhere else they may choose to go, the campaign 
against them must of necessity be a failure, unless, indeed, they choose 
to risk a battle. If they are not pursued, as soon as our forces are with- 
drawn to Minnesota and Missouri, the Indians will follow them up and 
renew their attacks upon defenseless settlements. Unless thoroughly 
punished this summer, there will be constant difficulty with them for 
years to come. If the Government do not desire me to push into the 


' British possessions in pursuit of any hostile Indians, 1 respectfully 


request to be informed of it as soon as possible. 
I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 

iolla, April 5, 1863. 

Col. WILLIAM WEER, hl 
Commanding First Division,. Carrollton, Ark., via Forsyth : 


I learn that Marmaduke is at Batesville with 3,000 cavalry and six 
pieces of artillery, his advance (200 strong) being at Salem, Ark. It 
may be the intention of Price to re-enforce him by small detachments, 
and, when strong enough, to attack you. I want you to stay in that 
section as long as possible, but not to let Marmaduke slip up on the 
north side of the river. Keep a good lookout. Have you received my 
telegrams of the 2d, 3d, and 4th instant? 

f F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


‘GENERAL ORDERS, ) HpqQrs. DIST. OF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
No. 24. } Helena, Ark., April 6, 1863. 


I. Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn, having been assigned to duty in West 
Tennessee, by orders from department headquarters, is relieved from 
command of the forces at Helena, 

II. Brig. Gen. A. P. Hovey, U.S. Volunteers, is assigned to the com- 
mand of the United States forces at Helena, and will take charge of the 

* defenses of the place. é 
* * * 7 * * : * * 
By order of Major-General Prentiss: 
. JAMES O. PIERCH, 
Bee: Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[Derarruny' OF THE MissouRr) 
April 6, 1863. 
General BLUNT, Lee 


To prevent confusion, General Loan suggests that your troops coming” t 


into Missouri should report to Colonel King, now scouring the country © 


in La Fayette. I also enjoin on Kansas troops operating in Missouri 
- not to take contraband property from one State into the other. If 
spoils of war be taken in Missouri, let them be retained with our troops 
on this side. The people are glad to be under your command, but they 
wish to.avoid grounds of complaint. 
: SAML. R. CURTIS,’ 
Major-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, April 6, 1863—9.30 a. m. 
‘General HERRON, Rolla: , 
_ [feel much anxiety about Weer’s division. It is too far from sup- 
port. You must remedy this as soon as possible. It seems to me he 
should get on this side of White, in connection with Springfield. Give 
your whole attention to the troops. I fear Marmaduke may get be- 
tween Weer and Springfield with force enough to overpower Forsyth 


and Weer. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, April 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
. Oommanding Department of the Missouri : 
GENERAL: In reply to your telegram of the 3d instant, I have the 
honor to say that the utmost prudence and caution will be exercised by 


mein regard to the management of affairs in the border counties of 


. Missouri. Missouri troops will be used as far as available for that pur- 
pose. If additional troops are needed, I shall send such as are reliable, 
and the whole, so far as Jackson County, at least, is concerned, will be 
under the immediate control of Colonel Penick, who I understand i is an 
efficient officer. 

Upon reaching here, on my return from Saint Louis, I learned that 
the Hleventh and Tenth, a part of the Sixth Regiments, 'and the First 
Kansas Battery had arr ived near Fort Scott, and a part of the men had 


been sent home for thirty days. This was done by Colonel Weer, and, ° 


as I understand, with the approval of General Schofield. Colonel Weer 
himself went with a part of the Wisconsin Third and the Wisconsin Ninth 
in the direction of Forsyth. Before leaving the Kansas troops, Weer 
made an inflammatory speech to them, in which he declared that he 
(Weer) and General Schofield were their only friends, and that he would 
take the responsibility of sending them home. He also denounced me to 


the troops in the most disrespectful and violent terms. For this and for , 


many other acts of insubordination he should be dishonorably dismissed 
from the service. I shall have the matter put in proper shape and for- 
warded to you for your action. I shall get the troops together again as 
soon as possible, at least by the time there is sufficient grass to. make 
any movement south, as there is no forage south and east of Fort Scott, 


but there is plenty of corn in the immediate ton of that place. 
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Phillips has'suflicient force below to hold all the country we have oc- 


_cupied-unless a larger rebel force is massed in front of him than seems | 


probable at the present time. As soon as there is sufficient grass to 
subsist animals, I hope to have the stock recruited, which at present is 
in bad condition; also have the scattered troops together, and be in © 
readiness to move in any direction you may direct; and I would suggest | 

that, in consequence of the condition of the stock and scarcity of forage 


in Southwestern Missouri, as much time be given them to recruit as ~ 


possible, unless some demonstration should be made by the rebels in 


force toward Springfield or Rolla that would require them to besentin = 


that direction. , 
Has the Thirteenth Regiment been ordered to report to me, as was 
talked of when I was in Saint Louis? I am quite anxious that this. 
should be done, for the reasons I then assigned. General Lane is very 
solicitous about the matter. / : ; 
I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
: . JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, . 
Rolla, Mo., April 6, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CuRTIS, Saint Louis, Mo. : 
I learn to-day for the first time from Colonel Ewing, who has just . 


arrived, that Weer did not take his whole division with him. It seems — | 


he took two regiments and one battery, and sent Colonel Ewing with 
the balance to Fort Scott. I can find no authority in any of General 
Schofield’s orders or dispatches for such a movement, so he must have 


- done it on his own responsibility. I have been acting on the presump- 
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tion that he had his entire division with him. Yesterday I telegraphed 
him, and send with this a copy of my dispatch.* On learning to-day the 
truth, I ordered him back to Forsyth, where, with the Nineteenth Iowa, 
he can give Marmaduke fight. I cannot believe Marmaduke’s force is 
over 3,000, and five pieces of artillery. All accounts agree in this. I 
have instructed Cloud to support him, and have also ordered. the First 
Division back to Springfield, from Fort Scott. Colonel Cloud is per- 
fectly safe at Springfield. It is unfortunate the Second and Third 
ivisions are so far away from there, but it will be impossible to move 
them down now, without carrying forage from here. I have ordered 
Colonel Ewing back to his command. He will call at Saint Louis and 
explain the action of Weer in dividing the First Division. I am an- 
noyed at being so far away from the scene of operations. The divisions 
here are rapidly getting into shape. I am giving the closest attention 
to matters, and will endeavor to keep things straight. General Vande- 
ver and myself inspected the Third Division to-day. He will assume © 

command of the Second Division to-morrow. 
F. J. HERRON, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. First Division, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp on Long Creek, Ark., April 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON, Rolla, Mo.: 
Your dispatch of 3d instant is received. It reached me while on the 
road from Carrollton to Forsyth. I had started because of the repre- 
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© sentations of Lieutenant- Colonel Kent, that Forsyth was in danger of 
attack by Marmaduke. Your order requiring me to take a position at 
Talbot's Crossing has caused me to change my programme. I will leave 
the Forsyth road at this point to-morrow morning, and endeavor to 


‘move down Bear Creek and establish a camp intermediate between For-  , 


- syth and Talbot’s Crossing. I notify Lieutenant-Colonel Kent of this 
change of march so that in case of danger he may promptly inform me. 
I have scoured the country thoroughly, but have no tidings from Mar- 
~_maduke, except through Lieutenant-Colonel Kent. He states to me 
_ that he is encamped in North Fork of White River, some 60 miles from 
Forsyth, with 7,000 men. I have had some 200 men toward Yellville 
for three days, whom I decided to march to Forsyth. I sent a party of 
10 men to order their return. They were cut off and compelled to come. 
back; they report the main detachment as having gone to Yellville, 
killing some rebels. I have heard nothing from it directly. A small, 
party previously sent to Dubuque, on White River, returned and report 
nothing special. My forage trains having been repeatedly fired into 
by bushwhackers at a certain locality on Osage Fork of King’s River, 
_I have destroyed some forty buildings, including dwelling-houses. I 
- offered the women and children wagons to move their effects and subsist- 
ence in my camp, all of which was very contemptuously refused. Ihave — 
already notified General Schofield, and would here repeat that, in con- 
sequence of the reputed absence of forage in this country, I sent one of 
my brigades back from Crane Creek. It is now near Fort Scott, recruit- 
ing its animals and supplies which could not be obtained at Springfield. 
Forage, however, I find abundant and grass very forward. The Army 
of the Frontier could easily subsist on Crooked Creek. From all thesigns 
- in the country, I am of the opinion that the enemy will shortly make 


a demonstration in this direction. Allow me again to suggest that the 


Arkansas troops at. Fayetteville be sent into this region; they would be 
invaluable here. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division, 


* 


HpQRrs. SECOND DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp Totten, Mo. Brie 6, 1863. 
Maj. WILLIAM HYDE CLARK, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of the Frontier, Rolla, Mo.: 

Major: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to instructions, 
I am now encamped with the cavalry and artillery of my division at and 
near the first crossing of Little Piney, from Rolla, on the Relfe road, 
and 10 miles distant from Rolla. 

I shall be happy to receive the visit from the major-general command- 
ing, and my successor, Brigadier-General Vandever, and will try to make 
the same as pleasant as circumstances will permit. If the major-gen- 
eral commanding desires to review the troops, I would request previous 
notice. Ground is very scarce for such a ceremony, and would need 
considerable preparation. 

The infantry under Colonel Dye will be here at an early hour this 

morning. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. WICKERSHAM, 
» Colonel, Commanding. 


_ nition, &c. 


Col. J. M. GLovER, 
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Prror Kwon, April 6, 1863. 


Commanding Sub-District : ; 
William R. J ohnson, forty-nine years old, lived in Texas; is going to 


Iowa. Says he lives in Dallas County, Texas, and left there with the 


ostensible purpose of coming to Missouri, but wished to go to Iowa. 
Was stopped in the Choctaw Nation by Albert Pike. He had about 


Cuar. XXXIV] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. _ Se DO ee 


400 Indians and a few Texans. Was also stopped by Hindman, 15thof 
January, 1863, at Dardanelle, on Arkansas River, 80 miles below Fort 


Smith. Was stopped by. Marmaduke Ist of February at Batesville. | : 


Marmaduke was then encamped beyond the river. Heard then and 


since his intention was to come to Pilot Knob. He had about 4,000 — 


men, all mounted on very poor barefooted horses, and nothing with 
which to feed or shoe them, except what they took.. His commissaries 


had provided provisions for his force as far as Powhatan, Ark. He — 


had six pieces of artillery, that I saw. Price was at or near Little 
Rock, moving or about tomove north. I heard, about six days ago, from 
a conversation between Colonel [W. M.] Ponder and Marmaduke, that 


Price was to come up the White River, thence to Salem, thence to Rolla. . 
He is reported to have 14,000 men, one-third being mounted. Theyare | 
~ all scarce of ammunition; they expected a supply from Vicksburg, but 


it has been refused because of the siege of that place.. They intend to 
take our outposts, with the expectation of getting ammunition. 
Mr. Johnson thinks Price will have to move his artillery with oxen. 
Very respectfully submitted. aie 
JOHN F. TYLER, 
Colonel, Commanding Pilot Knob. 


{Indorsement.] 


Saint Louis, April 11, 1863. 


Respectfully referred to Headquarters, Washington, for information. 

Price is, no doubt, going to move heaven and earth to raise or mass 
forces in Arkansas. He ought to be attacked from Helena before he 
gets far in this scheme; his popularity in Arkansas and Missouri will 
enable him to do much mischief. 


. As now situated, Eastern Arkansas is under General Grant’s com- — 
mand. I am obliged to stop sending more troops from Southeastern. 


Missouri until I ascertain the whereabouts of Marmaduke. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Saint Lovurs, Mo., April 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : ; 
General Blunt telegraphs from Leavenworth as follows : 
Major Ransom, Sixth Kansas, informs me that he has destroyed Hicks’ band of 


- guerrillas, in Jackson County, Missouri, killing 17, and hung 2 engaged in’ the rob- 


bery of the Sam. Gaty. Also recovered some of the contrabands, and captured 21 of 
the bushwhackers’ horses and seven guerrilla camps, with all their equipage, ammu- 


SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General, 
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Wasnineron, April. 7, 1863. 
~ Major-General CurTIS, Saint ‘Louis, Mo.: 


_. Brigadier-General Schofield will report to Major-General Rosecrans, 
Nashville, Tenn. 
By order of Major-General Halleck : 
. \ : J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Se 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
; Saint Louis, April 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN PoPE, Milwaukee : 


GENERAL: Yours of the 4th instant, asking me to furnish four com- 
‘panies to escort boats up the Missouri, is duly received. Iam stripped 
of every possible man for every adjoining department, and Price is try- 
ing to raise a new army to give new life to the rebels about me. I can- 
not tell what may be my necessities when your boats arrive. I can as- 


“gure you, general, I will do the best I can. I think, however, it would 


be safest for you to pick up such force in Illinois as you come through, 
’ for Iam obliged to send out escorts every day, and very likely I may 
be stripped so bare when you come I cannot make such a detail. As to 
artillery, I cannot furnish it; and from your letters I do not understand 
that you expect me to do so. If you had two light pieces of artillery on 
each boat it would be better, and less infantry would be required. With 
two guns you can keep up such a fire as to prevent an Indian charge, 
which might be made while a single gun was loading. I have been try- 
ing to arm all the boats that run on all the Western waters, but cannot 
procure the sort of guns necessary. 

I am, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
4 Major-General. 


ROLLA, April 7, 1863. 
Major-General CuRTIS, Saint Louis : 
Colonel Cloud informs me that a scout is just in from Talbot’s Ferry, 
east of Yellville, and that no force is on the north side of the river. 
Schnable has 250 men at Yellville. Nothing from Forsyth. There is 
nothing to confirm Rie reported approach of Marmaduke. 
I. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

; Saint Louis, Mo., April 7, 1863. 
General HERRON, Rolla: 

Colonel Cloud cannot leave Springfield, and I do not think much of 
Weer’s standing to fight anybody. It is not best to risk a battle by a 
single division ; such a force is only fit for a reconnaissance or foraging 
expedition. Weer should avoid a battle, and so should the troops at 
Forsyth, as all reports place Marmaduke’s forces at 4,000 to 7,000, with 
several pieces of artillery. 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
~ Major- General. 
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ROLLA, Apri dy 1863. 
Major- Contra CurRTIS, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


My idea was not for Cloud to leave Springfield, but to co- pees 
with Weer to such extent that he will not have to abandon Forsyth 
without it is absolutely necessary. Should they leave Forsyth our troops 
at Fayetteville would have to abandon that point.: Had Weer retained 
the whole division with him all would have been well. My accounts 
represent Marmaduke’s force at from 2,500 to 3,000 cavalry and five 


pieces of artillery. This is corroborated every "day. Colonel Cloud | 


telegraphs to-day that Marmaduke is not on the north side of the river. 
I will bring Weer back to Forsyth at once. What is to be done about 
the First Division? Colonel Ewing will explain the condition of affairs 
to you. 
: F. J. HERRON, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 
Camp Lane, 10 miles southwest of Evansville, April 8, 1863. 


Major- -General BLUNT: 


I am 33 miles from Van Buren. The enemy were crossing the river 
to take off stock. I have sent a large scout, under Major Foreman, to 
drive the stock in the valley up the Gibson. We drove their scouts 
back yesterday. The train of refugees is at Park Hill. I shall go there 


and put matters in shape immediately; shall then drive the enemy from — _— 
the south bank of the river, as that will be the only way to keep them ~ 


from scouting in. No forage. Refugees all need to be fed. Depart- 
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ment of the Interior should send some food. The part of Arkansas 


adjoining is exhausted of wheat or corn. The enemy are evidently — 


determined to contest for Fort Smith. The Arkansas troops, until 
equipped, are unable to furnish me a man to go outside of Fayetteville. 
Would like to have them in shape, and a white regiment to garrison 
Fort Smith, and I can take it myself. It will be slow recruiting among 


the Choctaws until I take it. Curtis telegraphed me not to cross the ' 


river. I must cross to raise the two regiments, if it should be but to 
drive them away from Fort Smith and Canadian and recross. The enemy 
about Fort Smith are reported 6,000 strong. 
Respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,| 
April 8, 1863. 
General HERRON, Foila : 


I am not particular how you arrange your force about Forsyth, so it 


is not liable to be overpowered. I would like to hold Forsyth, but if 
that point cannot be held safely, it will be necessary to bring the First 
Division north and near enough to Springfield to support that point, 


Probably Linn Creek would be a good place. We must be where feed - , 


can be had, and at the same time we must try to check raids and pro-— 


tect people as well as wecan. I am informed Price is on this side of the 
Mississippi, trying to recruit an army. Kirby Smith was at Little Rock 


f 
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“about the 15th ultimo. ‘General Schofield goes to Rosecrans. He wants 
to take battalion of First Missouri Cavalry. Had they best go? Does 


SAML. Rk. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Rene Banzhaf wish to go? 


\ 


YORE. First Division, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Forsyth, Mo., April 8, 1863. 
Maj. Gene FJ. HERRON, 
Comdg. Army of Frontier, Rolla, Mo., or at his headquarters : 


Reached here to-day. Your dispatch. ordering me to reconnoiter both 
sides of the river determined my coming here,.as I could not do so, 
being on the south side. Have not received dispatches of 2d and 4th 
instant. I understand Orders, No. 27, Department Headquarters, is 


out, in regard to furloughs and muster ; have not received it. Please 


give me instructions, as I am beset with applications. My party sent 
to Yellville, under Captain Derry, of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, has 
returned to Carrollton; absent some days. They drove the enemy every- 
where; killed some, took prisoners, and only lost 2 horses. The bands 
in that region may be regarded as having fled to Marmaduke. He 


. learned at Yellville that Marmaduke was at Batesville, 5,000 strong. 


Two other parties are yet out. . Union families are all leaving the neigh- 
,borhood of Carrollton. Allow me again to suggest the moving of the 
Fayetteville troops eastward. Let them be stationed at Huntsville, 
Carrollton, Yellville, &c. Two companies at Jasper have held their 
own very successfully. Those troops know the by-paths. Their pres- 
ence would aid and encourage Union organizations; as it is, their horses 
are dying at Fayetteville for want of forage, and doing no duty. Colo- 
nel Phillips’ Indian and white troops are certainly ample to guard all 
approaches south of White River. JI can assure you of an abundance 
of subsistence for animals. If the Second and Third Divisions move 
south toward Batesville, could I not move down the north side of the 
river? The force at Forsyth was the Nineteenth Ohio Infantry and two 
squadrons of the First Iowa Cavalry. I have now added toit the Ninth 
Wisconsin Infantry, Twenty-fifth Ohio Battery, and six squadrons of 
the Third Wisconsin Cavalry. TheSecond Kansag Cayalry, at Spring- 
field, could do good service down the river. The,Ninth Wisconsin In- 


fantry was not paid last payment, because certain allotment rolls were - 
_ with some other paymaster. They are suffering, and request a pay- 


master sent, ordered to pay regardless of these rolls. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


—_——- ba 


ROLLA, Mo. , April 9, ‘1863. 
Major-General CurTIS, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Colonel Harrison informs me that a spy has’ just-reached him, direct 
from Batesville, with information that Marmaduke crossed the north 


side of White River, on March 30, with 3,000 men, and intended on | 
entering Missouri near Black River. It may be his intention, by a_ 


dash, to damage our railroad, or he may locate at Pocahontas, to carry 
out their conscription act. I have Sent. spies to West Plains ‘and east 
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a4 of that. If I could get 1,000 cavalry horses at once, and he should Be 
move in this direction, I would try and prevent his returning to Ar- 
kansas this season. My cavalry horses are used up, and it is absolutely 


necessary that I have anew lot. I could not followthe cnemy 10 miles. 


with what cavalry I have now. 
: F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., April 9, 1863. 
Major-General HERRON, Rolla: 


Scout named Glenn, employed by Captain Pierre, just arrived, via 
Gainesville; left Batesville on 3d instant. Marmaduke, Burbridge, _ 
Shelby, and others, in all eight regiments, all mounted, seven pieces ar-- 
tillery, including one 24-pounder, at Batesville when he left; plenty 
of ammunition, but transportation scarce and poor. Intend to move 

'on Pilot Knob or Cape Girardeau, forming junction with Jeff. Thomp- 
son, who is now in vicinity of Crowley’s Ridge. Confirms Price’s arrival 
at Little Rock, but it is not certain whether he or Marmaduke will 
command the expedition into. Missouri. Their movements each with a 
view to co-operating with Copperheads of Southern Illinois, so they say. | 


Respectfully, a “ ee 
: Colonel, Commanding. 


RouuA, Mo., April 9, 1863. 
Coli. WILLIAM WEER, 
Commanding First Division, near Forsyth : E 

All information here agrees in one thing, viz, that Marmaduke crossed 
to the north side of White River on March 30, and moved in some di- 
rection with 3,000 men and five pieces of artillery. You had better 
locate your infantry and artillery as near as possible to Forsyth, and 
with your cavalry keep’a lookout to the east and southeast. A scouting 
party occasionally to Talbot’s Ferry will be better than a permanent 
camp or picket. Keep me fully informed as to your location, and any 


news you get. 
: : ' F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 
Cincinnati, April —, via Fayetteville, Ark., April 9, 1863. 


Genera] JAMES G. BLUNT: 

Main command here; force at Park Hill; post at Hildebrand’s Mill; 
Fort Bennett being fortified; Captain Spilman with refugees, moving 
into the Indian Nation. He camped at Fort Wayne last night. Shall 
march below Evansville -to-morrow; there I expect to get wheat or 
corn enough to give two quarts a day to battery and cavalry horses ; feed 
‘ponies on grass; move on Park Hill to meet refugees; have issued, 

. orders and directions to farm in Cincinnati and Arkansas. ‘Troops at 
Fayetteville not able to move in this direction; have ordered them to 
fortify rapidly. Rebel scouts were pushing this way from the river be- 
— »fore | came down; were driven back. Loyal refugees coming from 


' 
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‘south of Arkansas River and. eee Have ao wheat, and made 500. 
sacks of flour in two weeks, but will need supplies when they get here. 
Has the train started? I shall be on the Arkansas immediately. 


eeu aees WM. A. PHILLIPS 
; : Colonel, Commanding. 


SAINT Louis, Mo., April 10, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

My DEAR GENERAL: I thank you for the order sending me to the 
Army of the Cumberland, and for your efforts to secure my promotion. 
There is a powerful combination of military and political aspirants in 
this department, whose success requires my removal from any impor- 


tant command here, and sufficiently unscrupulous to resort to any means 


that migbt be necessary to accomplish it. I was aware of my inability 
to withstand such attacks as might be expected from these men, and 
hence desired to be separated from them before it was too late. I am 
- aS willing as anybody to be sacrificed when any good is to be accom- 
~ plished by it, but do not like to be slaughtered for nothing. Had Gen- 
eral Sumner lived to take command here, I should have been glad to 
remain here; as it is, it would be deep humiliation to me, without any 
probable chance of good to the service. 

I make these remarks because of a letter just received from Professor 
Bartlett, in which he mentions having received one from you containing 
a. reference to a letter you had written mea few weeks before. I did 
not receive the letter you refer to. 

Please accept my hearty thanks for the ce you have always 
shown me. 

Your sincere friend, é 
J. M. SCHOFIELD. 


HEADQUARTERS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JAMES G. BLUNT, 
Leavenworth, Kans. : 


GENERAL: Yours of the 6th was duly received. I Nave directed 
Weer to be arrested. Send on your charges. General Ewing’s report 
‘corroborates your statements. 

Efforts are made to confound the “ Red Legs” with our Federal troops, 
and prejudice your command of a part of Missouri. I therefore sent the 
telegram to which you refer. I told everybody you would be better 
able. to put down the ‘Red Legs.” As to moving the Thirteenth, that 
must be delayed until we get “pack some of the. troops sent away by 
Weer. I have also news of a movement by Marmaduke, and we cannot 
tell where he may turn up. He gave out that he was moving against 
Pilot Knob, but he may be going quite a different way. Iti 18 pretty 
certain he has moved over to ‘this ‘side of White River and moved north. 
It is also pretty certain that Price is trying to muster forces for a move- 
ment northward. Our troops must be completely fitted for a fight, and 
you mast get all the new recruits you can. Iam trying to get a com- ° 
plete outfit for a battery which has been mustered at Fayetteville. Har--_ 
rison informs me that Johnson’s regiment is | full, and they have com- 


menced raising another. It is time to increase our infantry, as cavalry 


-, will soon be almost useless, for the want of forage in the country where — 
we will have to operate. Grass will not do for moving armies in the | 


_ South; there is not enough on the ground. Ido not see how Price can 


equip and feed an army in the Arkansas Valley. I hope we will be able: 
to drive him down into Texas, but even there grass grows very thin on — 
the ground. The great fight at Charleston is now the absorbing topic. © 


I have no doubt our troops will make great efforts to beat down those 


terrible batteries, but they have a work of giants before them. Keep " 


_’ me posted, general. : 
IT remain, very truly, yours, — . ne 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Rolla, Mo., Aprit 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Colonel Cloud telegraphs me that one of my spies has just arrived 3 


at Springfield from Batesville, which place he left on the 3d instant. 
Marmaduke, Burbridge, Shelby, and others were there with light cav- 
alry regiments and seven pieces of artillery, including one 24-pounder. 


Had plenty of ammunition, but scarce of transportation. They intend — 


moving on Pilot Knob or Cape Girardeau, and forming junction with 
Jeff. Thompson, who is said to be in vicinity of Crowley’s Ridge. This 
agrees with other information that I have to about the same effect. 
Price arrived at Little Rock on the 25th of March. Kirby Smith is also 


there beyond any question. The rebels say the movement of each is. ~ 


with a view to co-operate with the Copperheads of Southern Illinois. 
F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, 

Forsyth, Mo., April 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON, 
Commanding, Rolla, Mo. : 
Your dispatch of the 9th instant is received. My scouting party from 
Yellville has returned this evening. They were under Captain Derry, 
Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and have done excellent service, killing and 
capturing another party under Major Schroeling. Same regiment has 
also returned, coming up White River, by way of Dubuque. They have 
done similar execution. This morning I started a party of 10 men from 
the First Iowa Cavalry down north side of White River, to Talbot’s 
Ferry. Enrolling men, under your authority to raise independent organi- 
zations, has commenced. I have a lot of prisoners, among them one 
- who left Marmaduke’s command the 1st of April. I have also letters 
taken from bodies of killed: I canonly give youmy conclusion. It is, 
- that Price intends to invade Missouri. He and Kirby Smith are at Little 
Rock with 20,000 and sixty pieces of artillery. Marmaduke’s command 
‘moved from Batesville last Sunday, but for a short distance. He has 
-- Shelby’s and Shallen’s [Shaler’s ?] brigades and Elliott’s battalion, with 
six pieces of artillery, all iron save one, which is a brass piece they claim 
~ to have captured from Springfield. His men are in fine spirits; were 
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paid to last December, and have unbounded faith in “old Pap: me has 
received supplies from below by two steamboats, Blue Wing and Tom 
Suggs. The river is getting low, and his late move was simply to place 
‘himself at the head of navigation. He can easily be captured if you 
will move toward his front, and let me Zo. between him and Little 
Rock. Iean see no escape. White River is a humbug; it can be © 
crossed anywhere. Unless a movement is made offensive, my opinion 
is that he will fall back to Little Rock and escape us. <A splendid 
foraging region is below us. To-morrow I will commence arranging 
defenses for: my artillery ; but in all candor I must say to you that I feel 
that thy place is nearer the enemy than where I am. You may have 
better information than my own, but I feel it a duty to say to you that 
an army is organizing in our front ; that we can destroy that army by 
detail. In the mean time I shall faithfully obey your instractions. 
WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


aes Fort LEAVENWORTH, KANS., April 11, 1863. 
Col. WiLLiAM A. PHILLIPS, Fayetteville, Ark. : 


You are directed not to cross the Arkansas River with the view of 
holding a position there until further orders. But these instructions 
are not to be construed to prevent you from making a dash upon the 
enemy upon the other side of the river, when it can be done with ad- 
vantage and safety. Bunt any arrangements to occupy a position there 
permanently must be deferred for the present. Keep your forces within 
- supporting distance, and do not suffer the enemy to mass their forces 


and attack you in detail. 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


Rouua, Mo., April 11, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. DAVIDSON, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

I have 3,000 cavalry here, but poorly mounted; probably one-half that 
number fit for service. If my requisitions for horses were promptly 
filled, I could have the whole force ready for duty. They will all be 

needed soon, and the horses should be sent me without delay. Urge 
the matter, for I desire to follow Marmaduke in his proposed move- 


— ments. 
F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


——_—_—— 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 11, 1863. 
Capt. W1ILLIAM HyDE CLARK, ) 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Rolla: 


I have cavalry posted as follows: Two regiments at Pilot Knob, two 
battalions at Batesville, one regiment at Patterson, and two regiments at 
Bloomfield. From these I have outposts at Centreville, Van Buren, 
Greenwood Valley, Reeves’ Station, Poplar Bluff, and Chalk Bluff, and 
from these outposts the line of Black River is picketed. IT send you 
this information, so as action can be [taken] and in concert. . 
DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-General. 
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FAYETTEVILLE, ARK., April 11, 1863. 
Major-General HERRON, : . 
Commanding Army of the Frontier : 
A man is here from Little Rock. Lieutenant-Colonel Bishop knew 
him at Elkhorn last fall, and thinks him truthful. He says Price made 


his speech at Grand River on the 26th to about 8,000 troops. Hesaw  - 


three pieces of artillery shipped to Brooks’ command, which is at Ozark, 


for the ostensible purpose of attacking Fayetteville. He overheard. 


General Fagan asking Colonel Gunter if they could subsist in Madison, 
Washington, and Benton Counties. Gunter said yes. Fagan says Gen- 


eral Kirby Smith’s plan is to send the main army to Devall’s Bluff, and — 
attack Weer’s division that way; then attack Fayetteville with the cav-, | 
alry and some artillery. This man says three men have told there in- 
his hearing that our fighting force is from 10,000 to 12,000 men, which - 


is about correct, as some are always out on scouts and for forage. I 
think a raid is intended next week, and have requested Colonel Phillips 
to assist in breaking up the Ozark command before he does anything ° 
else, but have no reply. You know our fighting condition. We should 
be re-enforced by some, at least till we get our own artillery and arms. 
M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


SAINT JOSEPH, ] Mo., April 11, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 
We understand that the eonnd Nebraska Cavalry has been ordered 


to cross the Missouri and report at Sioux City. If this order is carried 


out, it wall leave the whole frontier of Nebraska, as well as the emi- 
grants’ stage and telegraph to the mountains, unprotected. In our 
opinion these troops should be left on the west side of the river, at. 
least for the present. 
ALVIN SAUNDERS, 
Governor of Ne ebraske. 
HE. CREIGHTON, 
Superintendent Pacific Telegraph "Company Ye 


———— 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April ti. 1863, 
Major-General PoPE, Milwaukee, Wis.: 
The President directs that under no circumstances will our troops 
cross the boundary line into British territory without his authority. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Hpogrs. Dists. W, ARK. AND IND. T., DEPT. OF THE Mo,, 
In the Field, Camp at Park Hill, Cherokee Nation, April 12, 1863. 


Major-General BLuNT, Leavenworth, Kans. : 

‘Str: We have swept this side of the Arkansas River clean. <A con- 
siderable portion of ‘my force holds Fort Gibson. I shall move the 
whole command there, except a small force to guard my hospital, which 
is he and the people who are here. 


‘ 
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ee as f Vv = bea f \ ft ghey 
-* The refugees have arrived, and are greatly rejoiced. They are putting 
in crops. r : 
We had two successful skirmishes with rebels; oneat Lindsay’s Prairie 
took in or destroyed one entire guerrilla company that has infested 
there. The captain and 7 men killed.’ The other affair was below the 
Illinois. The rebels attempted a surprise, and were badly cut up, the 
commanding officer being killed, and a number of his men, intheirattack — 
or while trying to swim the Arkansas. . 
General Steele is on his way to the force they are gathering on the 
‘south: side of the Arkansas River. They are firing over the river at my 
. pickets; drove a force out of Gibson. The fords are deep, and the en- . 
emy seems to expect to hold them. Every ford to Fort Smith is guarded, | 
- the purpose being to keep the people south of the river from coming over 
to me. I have’ had overtures from Colonel Drew, Captain Vann, and 
also from the Creeks. The enemy is nervous about my crossing the 
river, and I expect to amuse him in front while I take him in. A good, 
decent crack at him will fill up the Fourth and Fifth. The agents agree 
to bread the refugees as soon as they getitdown. Ifurnished an escort 


. for their trainsof 50men. Owing to the flour I made at Hildebrand’s, 
*» we will all get along well enough, but I had to feed the refugees the . 


moment they came. Colonel Harrison wants me to go back and stand ~ 


guard over Fayetteville. Ifhe should be threatened, shall I order him 


' this way? Please advise me of your designs and movements, and re- - 
port my course for the satisfaction of the commander of the department. 


Respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
ra Colonel, Commanding. 


s 


: Hpqpes. DIsts. oF W. ARK. AND IND T., DEPT OF THE Mo., 
a In the Field, Park Hill, [April 12, 1863.] 
Col. M. LA Ruk HARRIson, 
Bs Commanding Post, Fayetteville, Ark. : 


Sir: I regret to learn that the guerrillas have been threatening your 
communications. I presume the secret of it is that Colonel Weer, who 
was southwest of Carrollton at last accounts, had driven the bush- | 
< ee toward White River. Open communications with Colonel 

eer. ; : ‘ 

A part of my command took in a whole company of guerrillas near © 
Lindsay’s Prairie, Ark., two days ago. The captain and 7 of his men — 
‘were killed, and the remainder wounded or taken. | 
Major Foreman has returned to my command. When I marched here » 
from Lee’s Creek, I made him sweep the valley of the Arkansas River 
on my flank with all the mounted men I could spare. 

_The rebels had been driving the cattle of the Cherokee people into 
’ herds, preparatory to driving them over the river.. These cattle we took | 
from them, and drove them this way. At the month of Illinois River 
we had an affair with a rebel force, which resulted in the complete rout 
of the party. The rebel commander was killed and a number of others 
wounded or taken prisoners. Some were drowned attempting to swim 
over. We were so fortunate as to lose no one in either of these affairs. 

A large portion of my force is in Fort Gibson. The enemy is on the 
opposite bank, and seems inclined to contest the passage. The fords 
are very deep. The rebels have sent to Fort Smith for all but a garri- 
son of 200 men, and General Steele is now up this way somewhere. 
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_ of prominent persons over the river, but they cannot get to us until I 
- drive the enemy away. I should infinitely prefer to draw them from 
Fort Smith out to the prairies opposite. Of course it would be impos- 

' sible for me to move a large force on Ozark River; doing so would 
leave the enemy on my rear; Fort Smith even would be my rear. But, 


_ apart from all questions as to the policy of it, it would be against the. 


orders of General Blunt, in whose command I'am placed. He has sent 
the refugee families into the Nation. I had to drive a force of 200 
rebels out of Gibson when I came in. The enemy has been massing a’ 
force there since, and my going toward Ozark would require the evacua- 
tion of the country by these people. In addition, my stock is not in 
condition to warrant an advance on Ozark, and the attempt to send my 
poor horses would merely scatter my command on the road between 
this and Ozark. 


The rebels guard well their fords, to keep deserters and runaways Ore hg 
loyal people from coming over. I have had overtures from a number: — 


If the enemy gets the regiment that was on Fetter Creek, with Bryan, ie 


and the other forces he has, Steele may be tempted to stand and fight. 


If so, I will surely whip him, and any blow would open the country | _ 
south, and enable me to fill up the two regiments I am ordered tore-- 


eruit. I still think, when I can drive the euemy from the river toward. 
Red River or take them, that I will thereby not only carry out my or- 
ders, but relieve you. Even should I find it proper to take Fort Smith, 
it would necessitate the evacuation of Ozark. However, I will do the 
best I can. I do not believe Brooks has so many men at Ozark. Dan- 
nerberg and other men came to me, with pale faces, at Lee’s Creek, when 
~ I was marching in, and told me that Price was at Van Buren and Fort 
Smith, with 30,000 men. I knew then, as 1 know now, that it was all 
nonsense. If you should be pressed, fall back on Hildebrand’s Mill, 
where I have a fortification and a command, and I will support you 
- there. Keep your rear open.. My rear, which is now up the Grand 
River Valley, is perfectly clear and open. An advance to Ozark, until ' 
I drive the enemy before me, would cut it off. 


I shall cheerfully render such support to you as is consistent with the ~ 


orders I receive. 
With earnest wishes for your success, I remain, respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, : 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpers. First Division, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Forsyth, Mo., April 12,1863. 
Commanding Officer, Galena : ea 
I am informed that great numbers of refugees from Arkansas have 


started to your place, on their way north. They have with them, to _ 


some extent, property which was taken under the protection of my com- 
mand. I desire an account of the same to be taken, not intending, 
however, to interfere with its present use, but desiring to have a report 
made to me of the: names of those who possess it and the description of 
_ the property. 
My chief purpose in sending messengers to you is to inform you of 
» the fact that I am authorized by General Herron, who commands this 
_ army, to raise organizations of Union men in Arkansas, and to arm them 
and furnish them with ammunition. I wish this news communicated to 
_all persons in your Vicinity, and particularly to the State of Arkansas ; 
~ it should have the effect of raising men in great numbers, and thereby 
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increase the strength of the Union cause. WhatI desire isthatthe — 
‘men who wish to enter the organization will enroll themselves under 
some person of their own choosing, and report the names tome. Iwill | 
turn over to such persons, so selected, arms and ammunition. Iwillex- — 
pect that the companies thus equipped will take care of themselves, 
and play themselves out of secesh. They will be under no orders save 
their own as long asI am in the country. I will help them when hard 
pressed. Perhaps the best way to accomplish the end desired is to send 

to me all persons, refugees from Arkansas, who are wishing to take up 
arms in defense of their homes, when I will give them such information 

as may be in my power. 

Your obedient servant, 
: WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO, 

. Denver City, Colo., April 12, 1863. 
Capt. J. C. DAVIDSON, 

Commanding Company C, First Colorado Cavalry: 

CAPTAIN: Iam directed by the colonel commanding to say to you 
that, on the morning of the 11th, Lieutenant Shoup captured an entire 
band of 3 [?] guerrillas 10 miles east of the head of Squirrel Creek. 
Riley killed, Waggle wounded, and Way taken prisoner. There were 7 
together the day before, but only 3 in camp at night. There are in all 
about 90; they are yet scattered, but will be most likely to rendezvous 
at or near Gray’s Ranch, on the Purgatory. Captain Kerber is at Cation 
City, with Company I; Captain Backus, with Company L, at Pueblo; 


_ Lieutenant Shoup at Colorado City, with 25 men, and Captain Robbins 


. at Russellville, with Company K; and we will give them a lively turn. 
We must catch and exterminate these villains. They are not honorable 
combatants, but sly thieves and cold-blooded murderers. They have 
already killed 3 men and stolen much stock. Give us all the informa- 
tion you can get, and let me know your wants. 

Captain Logan is down the Platte after the Indians. Can’t tell what 
will come next. ; 

Iam, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
S. 8S. SOULE, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO, 
pike Denver, Colo., April 12, 1863. 
Lieut. GEoRGE L. SHoup, 
Comdg. Detachment Company L, First Colorado Cavalry: 

LIEUTENANT: I am directed by the colonel commanding to say to 
you that he highly appreciated your energy and sagacity in the capture 
of the entire band of guerrillas. Hopes you will be able to catch more 
of the same kind, and, if they show any resistance, that you will not 
give yourself much trouble with them. They are not honorable combat- 
ants, but miserable, sneaking thieves and murderers, and deserve to be 
treated accordingly. Your vourse is fully approved, and commended to | 
others. You must close in on and exterminate these wretches and vil- — 
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- jains before they gain confidence and strength, or they will be very for- 


midable in this mountainous and thinly settled country. The colonel will 


» send a detachment down after the prisoners, so that your force may not 
_ be weakened too much, and your horses, already reduced, may have the 


better chance to recruit. Let your wants be known ut these headquar- 
ters, and, if in the line of possibilities, they shall be met. The man you 
sent will remain here to rest a day or two, and will return to your com- 
mand. Have the prisoners put in irons, so they may be sure not to 
escape. 

Iam, with respect, your obedient servant, 


_ &. S. SOULE, 
First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP DOUGLASS, 
: Utah, April 13, 1863., 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 
Unless immediately re-enforced with cavalry, the Indians, urged on 
by Mormons, will break up the overland mail and make the emigrant 


route impassable. 
P. EDWD. CONNOR, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 13, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. Fisk, Helena, Ark. : 


GENERAL: Your favor of the 9th, by your good wife, has just been 


received. I have also had a long talk with her about matters. It must 
be deeply mortifying to you and.all our troops to come out of that pass, 
but I am rejoiced to know that you are out,. I believe [ wrote you my 
misgivings at the first. Iam glad to hear also that the troops are in - 
pretty good health. They are no doubt much needed somewhere, and 
I hope somebody will make better use of them in the future than in the 
past six months. This is rather harsher expression than I usually in- 
dulge in, but everybody seems to be coming down on everybody, and I 
may as well begin. I am going to send your wife to Washington on, , 
the matter of your return to this city. I think she can see the officials 
when others may not be able todo so. Iam not able to promise you 
the Saint Louis District, but you will have enough to do at headquar- 
ters, if not elsewhere, and in the mean time you can take care of other 
interests outside of military matters, and very important to the safety 
of our country. Iam glad to hear you are in good health. The suc- 
cess of the negro enrollment isa triumph for me. 1 hope they will be 


_ made good soldiers. It will be well to keep the public posted on this 


matter. The Democrat this evening has a letter giving the result of 
the meeting at Fort Curtis. These things will return to our troops and 


‘increase the enthusiasm. I shall do all I can to keep the ball a rolling. 


Then, if our Government will conscript, so as to fill up the old regiments, 


_ wecan put down the rebellion very soon. I[ got a good letter from Noble 
- yesterday, but the Yazoo squirrels which he kindly forwarded were both 


lost in the Father of Waters. ‘Tell him I will write soon, but at present 
I unite with him in mourning their untimely end. Keep me posted as 
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| well as you can. J have been aie anxious to | hear avenunng ahéut . q 
the Yazoo move, but now that it has signally failed, I suppose no one 
will become its historian. I have written ‘the President that I will be © 


i pleased to have him consummate his effort to relieve me from a very he 


difficult command, but I got no response. 1t seems that the idea was’ 

to get the matter more under the influence of State authority and State 

_ troops, and Attorney-General Bates was backed by the Missouri dele- 

gation in this effort. If they wish to try it, I want to step out. Indeed, 

Thave weakened my force so much I can do very little. Meantime Ltoil 

on and ever, and remain, very truly, your friend, 

SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 

Rolla, Mo., April 13, 1863. 
‘ Major-General CURTIS, 

Commanding Department of the Missouri : 
GENERAL: I am at a loss to know how I stand with the First Divis- 

ion of the Army of the Frontier. Since assuming command I have not 
' ‘received any order detaching them from this corps, but they have moved » 
into General Blunt’s district, and do not report here, with the exception 

of that portion under Weer, at Forsyth. If they are attached to this 

army, I would like to organize the division and get it into shape for 
operations. General Ewing stated that he would like that division for 
‘his command. With Weer under arrest, the command devolves upon - 
; Salomon, an officer in whom I have not much confidence. Will you 
_ please inform me in regard tothis? It is said that Colonel Boyd’s regi- 
ment goes to Spring ofield, and that he will have command of the South- 
western District. If such i is the case, I would like to have Cloud, and he 
also desires to go with me. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
KF. J. HERRON, 
Major- General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS First DIvIsIon, 
Forsyth, Mo., April 18, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. I’. J. HERRON, 
Commanding Army of the Frontier : 

T have in my camp prisoners captured and deserters from Little Rock, 
‘Texas, Bragg’ s army, and Marmaduke’s.’ The sum of the information 
furnished is as follows: In Texas every one available is being con- 
seripted. Marmaduke has moved to Pocahontas. Price is to be there 
on the 15th instant. Missouri is to be invaded in its eastern portion. At 
Little Rock are twenty regiments of infantry, averaging about 400 each. 
A battery was sent to Marmaduke about the 20th of March. At Pine 
Bluff is a large force, under McCulloch. The Missourians at Vicks- 
burg are to join Price at Pocahontas. The rebels are badly pushed for 
subsistence, so far as I can understand. I can find nothing worth ~~ 
mentioning. My command has spread terror through the whole country. 
Allow me again to suggest that an offensive movement on our part will 
prevent an invasion of-Missouri. If this movement be not correct, the 
enemy is manufacturing a well-planned lie. It requires my utmost 
efforts to forage this small command. I could do it far easier, and . 
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B edinn the enemy at the same time, if close up to their front. Let me 
beg you, general, to attend to the matter of paying off the Ninth Wis- 
consin Infantry. Its claims in this behalf are certainly meritorious. 
Respectfully, ; 
WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


GENERAL ORDERS, i HpqQrs. DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST, 
No. 14. Milwaukee, ae April 13, 1863. 
* x * * * * 


I. Maj. William W. Burns, commissary of subsistence, having reported 
at these headquarters, is assigned to duty as chief commissary in Mee 
department, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

* = * * ae * * 


By command of Major-General Pope: 
R. O. SELFRIDGH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 14, 1863. 
Major-General Pop, Milwaukee, Wis.: ’ 

I regret that I cannot just now give you any more troops. There is to 
be a Cabinet council on the disposition of the Indians under your charge. 
_As soon as anything is decided on, I will telegraph to you. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
\ General-in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 15, LSS ee 25 p. m. 


Major-General CURTIS, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


The First Wisconsin Cavalry was suggested on their own, or the Gov- — 


ernor’s, request. Of course, you will exercise your discretion what to 
‘send. It is important, however, that you help General Rosecrans all 


you possibly can. No serious demonstrations can be now made against 
your department. On the other hand, the enemy is massing his strength. 


against General Rosecrans. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


SArmnT Louis, Mo., 
April 15, 1863—3.50 p. m, 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
. General-in-Ohief : 


_’ The Burdell matter will not result harshly. Burdell himself is on 


trial. Priceis moving heaven and earth to get up forces, and is re- 
ported at Pocahontas to-day. Will keep Rosecrans’ wants in view, and 


do all I can for my comrades everywhere. The State militia go to plow- 
ing instead of soldiering, and Federal troops are my sole reliance. 
SAML. k. CURTIS, 
Major- General. 
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LEAVENWORTH City, KANS., April 15, 1863. 


General J AMES G. BLUNT, | 
Commanding District of Kansas : . 

Sir: The city of Leavenworth is now quiet. The citizens generally 
have confidence in the administration, and believe it for the best inter- 
ests of our city to abolish martial law. I therefore request you to do 

so, as lam confident that, with the police force I have, the lives, persons, 
and property of loyal citizens will be fully protected. I would ask you 
to permit Captain Killen’s company to remain here for the present, sub- 
ject to my order when needed to protect the peace or execute the laws, 
and to do such duty in the surrounding country as you may deem best. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. R. ANTHONY, 


Mayor. 


Basa ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Rolla, Mo., April 15, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. coe 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


‘GENERAL: It is evident from the rebel movements that a demon- 
stration will soon be made on some point in Southeastern Missouri, and 
that, under cover of it, the balance of the rebel force will be moved from 
Little Rock to Batesville or Pocahontas. How well General Davidson 
is prepared to receive them in the southeast I do not know, but it is a 
question whether we should not make some effort to cut off or capture 
_ Marmaduke’s force, while it is so far from the main body. I think it 

might be done, and his artillery captured. Generals Price and Kirby 
Smith are working all their infantry force at building fortifications on 
the Arkansas River, between Little Rock and Arkansas Post. Marma- 
‘duke in the mean time hovers on ourfront. They will not make another 
effort in Western Arkansas, and by adopting the proper plan I think 
-we can hold that portion of the State, even to the river, with Arkansas ~ 
troops. I have studied the matter thoroughly, since my arrival here, 
and as the time is rapidly approaching when we can move, it would be 
well that we have a consultation in regard to matters. 

There are also many things connected with the First Division that I 
am unadvised about, and can’t tell what to do. They are matters that 
devolve upon you to ‘settle. As yet the First Division is not organized 
to suit me. 

I would report the Second and Third Divisions in good condition, 
ready and anxious to move. Our only want is cavalry horses, and these 
I think Captain Bradley will have in a few days. 

I think, in order to have a full and complete understanding, it would 
require a ‘personal interview. 

With kind regards, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISsouRI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 16, 1863, 
Maj. Gen, JAMES G. BLUNT, 
Commanding District of Kansas : 
GENERAL: Yours of the 11th instant, concerning the disposition of 
the First Kansas, is duly received. All our forces Taust be held ready 
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‘to act in reference to the progress of affairs on the Mississippi and 
_ Arkansas Rivers. At present the troops are well located at Saint’ 
_ Joseph, where our Union people fear trouble from surrounding traitors. | 
I fear the troops in Northwestern Arkansas are tov far from supporting 


as forces ; they must not be so far from reserves as to be caught. Price 


and Kirby Smith are active in-their efforts to strike a blow somewhere. 
Colonel Harrison has fears that he may be caught at Fayetteville. No 
such point should be regarded as worth the hazard of a siege or battle 


against superior numbers, but be ready to fall back, if necessary. Si 


Very truly, yours, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


JEFFERSON CiTY, Mo., April 16, 1863. 
Major-General Curis, Saint Louis: | 


Colonel King reports having surprised a guerrilla camp on Sni; killed 
6, and routed the band; captured their horses, carbines, and revolvers. 


- Had 1 man wounded. 


BEN. LOAN, 
Brigadier-General, Missouri State Militia. . 


FAYETTEVILLE, ARK,., April 16, 1863. 


'.Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 


Commanding Department of the Missouri : 
_ [have news to April 1, direct from Little Rock. Price is there with 
from 6,000 to 8,000 men. No fortifications ; very little artillery. Is evi- 
dently hesitating how to act until decisive results at Vicksburg. All 
the cavalry are said to be ordered to join Marmaduke. He expects to 
have 10,000 cavalry for a raid into Missouri. Guerrillas are joining 
him, taking every horse fit for service that they can buy or steal. Horses. 
are in good order. Reports say 20,000 Missouri troops are expected to — 
come west of the Mississippi, and come near New Madrid. This lacks 
confirmation. 
M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Samnt Lovis District, April 16, 1863. 


‘Colonel BELL, Commanding, Barnesville, Mo. : 


Keep your patrols well to the front. Don’t let any force get in be- 
tween you and Patterson. If the enemy comes up in force, move back 
to Pilot Knob, via Lesterville and Centreville, recalling the detachment 
at Centreville. Organize good spies, and send them out in your front. 

J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Sainr Lovis Disrrict, April 16, 1863. 
General Jonn McoNEIL, Commanding, Bloomfield, Mo.: 
You will concentrate all your troops at once at Bloomfield, calling in 


- all your detachments except the ones at Poplar Bluff and Chalk Blaff 


ie 


hoy Remarc hak aathicie® 


and on the ridge watching your front. These need not be stronger than 


Yomi 
one company. 
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- Teannot as yet tell which side of the Saint Francis the enemy will — 


move up. Be prepared, therefore, to fall back by the way. of Dallas and 
‘Fredericktown, so as to concentrate with the troops from Patterson and 
Pilot Knob. Be vigilant, and ready to fight or move according to orders. 
‘s Organize good spies, and send them out. ae 
ae | J. W. DAVIDSON, 


Brigadier- General. 


: Sainr Louris District, April 16, 1863. 
Colonel SMART, 
Commanding, Patterson, Mo.: 


Keep your patrols well to the front, as ordered, examining well the 
line of the Black River from Greenwood Valley tu Reeves’ Station. If 
the enemy comes up in force, move back to Pilot Knob, Report all 

occurrences at once by telegraph. Matthews has been ordered to join 
you from Jackson. Organize good spies, and send them out in your 
front. 
‘8 J. W. DAVIDSON, 
; Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. Frrst Division, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
; deioea Forsyth, Mo., April 16, 1863. 
. Maj. Gen, F. J. HERRON, 
| Commanding Army of the Frontier, Rolla, Mo.: 
I have had, two scouting parties down each side of the river some 
days. As they sent back no message, I infer from this that they have 
heard nothing of any enemy. I'start another party out this morning 
, to West Plains. Four refugees, after being in the woods some time, 
«> arrived here from Searey County. Last they heard of Marmaduke he 
was at Batesville. I accordingly concluded, as informed heretofore 
that he has moved to Pocahontas. The supply of forage within obtain. 
ing distance of here is about given out. I have a forage train now out 
: eight days; have heard from it. The country is so broken between 
here and the forage region that wagons move slowly. Already a num- 
_. ber of companies (independent) are operating on our side in the country 
south of us. The inhabitants are moving—some north, some south 
_ [have sent for the other brigade to return from neighborhood of Fort: 
“Scott. We badly need quartermaster stores, which can only be pro- 
cured at Rolla. Under these circumstances, might I not join your head- 
quarters with my command? I could join the other brigade and pro- 
ceed through a good forage region down the Osage. No rebel army can 
come north by this point, as there is no forage north of the Crooked 
Creek country. Grass is well advanced, but it grows too sparsely on 
the mountains to support a large army; besides, White River can be 


forded anywhere. I ford it here with my loaded wagons and artillery. 


The mounted militia and Arkansas troops could make this a rendezvous 
and, by being out continually scouting, could subsist themselves and the 
better watch the movements of the enemy. There are no inhabitants 
here. The proposition above made is, of course, upon the idea that no 

- movement south could be made before I reached Rolla. Lam requested 

. toask if the men to be furloughed may not visit you in person to obtain 


-»- formed, have had consultations. 
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your approval. It will nearly consume the time of their furloughs to 
await starting until your approval reaches them here. Paymaster has” 
notarrived. News from Little Rock is that Kirby Smith commands the 
department, Holmes the District of Arkansas, Price that of Missouri. * 
Woman just in from there, seeking the exchange of an officer, her hus- 


band, with letter from Holmes on subject, directed to the commander 5 ‘ 


at Springfield, where the husband is confined. She left on the 6th in- 

stant. No movement then made. Paes 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, ele 

WM. WEER, 

Colonel, Commanding Division. 


HpDQRS. DETACHMENT NINTH REGT. KANSAS VOL. CAV., . 
Humboldt, Kans., April 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JAMES G. BLUNT, 
Commanding District of Kansas : wae 
Str: I have the honor to report that, on the 10th day of April, I sent — 
a detachment of my company to the Cottonwood country in search of 
contraband property, agreeably to your orders of the instant. 
About 40 miles from its mouth, the detachment came up with a herd of 
about 1,000 head of cattle, in charge of about 40 Delaware and Shawnee 
Indians. The Indians resisted, and the detachment (of 6 men) were 
unable to take possession of them, the Indians being armed and mounted. ~ 
The above information I got to-day. Under the present circumstances, it 
is impossible for me to send a force sufficient to take the cattle. I have 
in herd here or near here about 550 head of cattle, which I have been 
unable to send to Fort Scott. for the reason that I deem it unsafe to do 
it without an escort of at least 20 men, for the following reasons: About 
one week ago a party of bushwhackers made a raid on Lightning Creek, 
capturing a large amount of stock, and committing other depredations ; 
and a few days previous to that a raid was made, I think by the Osage 


Indians, in the same Vicinity, who murdered a very worthy citizen, about . 


sixty years of age, and his son. I am also informed that there is much 
dissatisfaction among the Osages, and that they are holding secret coun- 
cils, and have about come to the conclusion that the whites are so divided 
among themselves that they can make a successful fight against us. 
To-day one of my pickets was taken prisoner; his horse and arms taken. 
Other reliable reports lead me to the belief that the enemy are in force 
some 40 miles below, on the Neosho. I have detachments out in pursuit: . 
of them, and, as soon as they report, I will report the result to you at 


once. I must, from necessity, keep a force on the Verdigris, in order to 


enforce your orders of the —— instant. Taking all the facts into con- 
sideration, I would respectfully suggest the propriety of sending at least. 
two companies more here, not only to protect the citizens from outrages 
of Indians, but to carry out your orders above referred to, and to protect 
the Government from depredations in stealing stock by the Indians. | 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. DOUDNA, 
Captain Company G, Ninth Regt. Kansas. Volunteer Cavalry. 


P.S.—I presume it is unnecessary for me to add that I feel that Tam 
in a very critical situation, and feel the importance of re-enforcements 
at the earliest possible moment. Livingston and the Osages, I am in- 


-. Maj. Gen. SamusL R.:CuRTIs, 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., April 17, 1863. 


Commanding Department of the Missouri: 
’ GENERAL: I telegraphed you this morning relative to the Fifth Regi- 
ment Missouri State Militia (Colonel Penick’s regiment). Iunderstand 


- Governor Gamble designs having it mustered out of service. I know 


not for what reason, except that the regiment is too loyal to suit his 
theory of war. The regiment is the most efficient of all the Missouri 
State Militia; the men and officers are reliable, and for this reason it 
should be the last to be mustered out of the service. I do not see how 
they can be spared from Jackson County at this time. They are willing, 


and even anxious, to change their military status, and be remustered — 


as regular volunteers. I think measures should be taken to have the 
transfer made without delay. 
‘A portion of the First Regiment Missouri State Militia (Colonel Mc- 


. Ferran’s regiment) is in this district, stationed at Harrisonville. Ihave 


no confidence in them. Rebels and bushwhackers speak of them in 
true commendable terms. I shall send them outof my district. Ihave 


~ no use for them, and shall notfeedthem. If Governor Gamble has any 


use for them, he can take them. You need have no apprehensions in 
regard to the “ Red Legs.” I shall treat them and all other lawless bands 
as I shall treat bushwhackers. I expect to hang a few of them soon by 
way of example, Inclosed you will find a copy of instructions to Colo- 
nel Lynde to govern his action upon the border. I hope it will meet 
your approbation. 

_ [have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure. } 


3 HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, April 16, 1863. 
Col. E. LYNDE, 
Commanding Ninth Regiment Kansas Volunteers : 

CoLoNEL: The western tier of counties of the State of Missouri, lying ~ 
south of the Missouri River, being now embraced within the limits of 
this district, you will, therefore, for the purpose of protecting loyal citi- 
zens and punishing traitors and insuring peace and quiet upon the 


_ borders of Kansas and Missouri, move the troops under your command 


into the border tier of counties before mentioned (your headquarters 


remaining at Paola, Kans.), and co-operate with such other loyal Federal 


troops as you may find within the limits of this district. The troops 
should be kept moving or patrolling the border counties, and exercise 
the utmost vigilance and promptness in discovering and destroying all 
bands of guerrillas and outlaws, and when such parties are met with 
arms in their hands, opposing the Federal authorities, they are not to 
be considered as belligerents, according to the rules and usages of civ- 
lized warfare; but, having organized within the Federal lines to oppose 
the Federal authorities by armed resistance, they must be treated as 
insurgents, and shall suffer death. When such persons are taken pris- 


oners, Which should as much as possible be avoided, they will be sum- : 


marily tried by a military commission, to be appointed by the senior 


officer present, and, if found guilty, must be executed by hanging or 


shooting, without delay ; but, in carrying out these instructions, great a 
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discrimination and judgment should be exercised, to the end that no 
loyal or innocent person shall suffer. The troops must be kept under 
complete discipline and subordination, and all officers held accountable: 
for the conduct of the men immediately under their command. _ 

No person or.parties bearing arms, and not in the military service, 
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3 will be allowed to go into the State of Missouri as camp followers, nor ~ 


x will such person or parties be tolerated within this military district. 

e All operations against rebels must be directed by the legal military 
a authorities. This injunction is to apply especially to am organization 
known as the “ Red Legs,” which is an organized band of thieves and 
violators of law and good order. All such persons found prowling over 
the country, without. a legitimate purpose, must be disarmed; and if 


they shall be caught in the act of thieving or other lawlessness, or in 
the possession of stolen property, for which they cannot give a good 
F and sufficient reason, they shall be shot upon the spot. And as there 


___is reason to believe that officers in the military service are implicated, 


directly or indirectly, in the offenses committed by “Red Legs” and 
other lawless bands, therefore, upon the evidence that any officer has - 


4 failed or neglected to carry out the foregoing instructions in reference 

to such offenders, they will be dishonorably dismissed the service of the 

_ United States. General Orders, No.9, of March 27, issued by Brigadier- 

f General Loan, will remain in force in that portion of Missouri embraced 

within this district until further orders. All stock and other property 

taken from rebels in the State of Missouri will be turned over to the 
commanding officer at Kansas City. ‘ 


officers in the border counties of Missouri, for their information and 


guidance. 
JAS. G. BLUNT, | 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, | 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., April 17, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, : i 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 
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synopsis of which was telegraphed you by my adjutant on yesterday 
during my absence at Kansas City) report that he has had two skir- 
- mishes with the enemy this side of the Arkansas River, completely 
routing them, killing their leader and a number of men, and driving 
; them all across the river. Colonel Phillips is now occupying Fort Gibson 
with a portion of his command. The refugee Cherokees have arrived 
at their homes, and are putting in their crops. They are in fine spirits, 
and much pleased at the prospect of again occupying their country. 
Rebel forces on the south side of the river are guarding all the fords to 


Copies of the foregoing instructions will be furnished commanding % 


prevent Union citizens from Southwestern Arkansas and Texas, as also - 


well-disposed Choctaws and Creeks, from crossing over to join our 
; forces. I have directed Colonel Phillips not to attempt to hold any 
* _ position on the south side of the river, and to keep his forces within 
supporting distance, to prevent being attacked in detail by the enemy 
in force. It is quite evident that the rebels intend to make an effort to 
eross the river, and advance north through the Indian country. Inmy 
opinion their purpose is not to move through Missouri, but upon Kan- 
sas. This opinion is confirmed by information I obtain through the 


GENERAL: Recent telegraphic dispatches from Colonel Phillips (a ah 


rs ac 
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Knights of the Golden Circle. I havea man who joined some time since ! 


in Missouri for certain purposes. He has been for some time with 
Todd’s band of guerrillas in Jackson County, and is well posted in the 
- working of the order, and the purposes for which they are organized. 
I expect to make a descent upon one of their lodges a few nights hence, 


and, if successful in taking them in, I think I shall hang all I catch... 
There are about 800 of them in Kansas and 10,000 in the State of Mis- 


souri. They are all sworn to support the Southern Confederacy, and 
are secretly procuring arms, and are confident that Price will succeed 
in invading Kansas and Missouri. Recruiting officers from Price’s 
army are constantly arriving, and a regular correspondence by rebel 

mail is carried on between here and the rebel army. The plan of Price, 


as revealed by these Knights of the Golden Circle, is to make a feint. 


with a small force in the direction of Springfield or Rolla, while with 
his main force he will move up the Arkansas, and through the indian 
country upon Kansas, while the troops for the protection of this line are 
diverted for the protection of Rolla. Thus, in addition to being the most 
desirable plan for them—for there is no State they would so mach like 
to devastate as this—it is the most feasible plan; for, leaving Fort 
‘Smith with ten days’ supplies of rations, they could reach Fort Scott 
through a country well provided with grazing, provided there was no 
- force to oppose them; whereas they cannot move a large army up through 
Arkansas, for the want of grass. Besides, there is nothing to attract 
them in Missouri, or supplies to sustain them, except the Government 
stores at the posts, which could be easily destroyed by us if necessary, 
while Kansas would furnish abundance of supplies after reaching her 
south border. Weshould not suffer ourselves to be deceived in regard to 


ie their anticipated movements. Whatever 1 may be able to learn through — 
~. the “order” I wili keep you posted in. The telegraph should not be 


used in making mention of the Knights of the Golden Cirele. General 
Ewing has received orders from General Herron to join his command 
_ with the Kansas troops now in this district. I shall retain them in my 
_ district unless I receive orders from you to the contrary, as I believe 
that all of them and many more will be needed here before long. 


I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, — 


_ JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


—— 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 

ey Washington, April 18, 1863. 

Governor SAUNDERS, Omaha, Nebr.: son ; 
It was the opinion of military officers in the West that the Nebraska 

cavalry could be spared to operate against hostile Indians up the Mis- 

souri River. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 


ee AND Nintu Disrricrs, 
: . rort Gibson, CO. N., April 18, 1863— in: 
Colonel HARRISON, Ait eee cE eautiae 
Commanding Post, Fayetteville, Ark. : 


_ rr: Iam here, and operating in the Creek Nation, south of i | 
to raise the new Indian regiments, With the pledges none ona 


parties and Government agents, it would be difficult to carry the Indian 


i iF oe 5 a it re <i ; Eve Wee 
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a ‘ ‘ . 1 
_ force again to Fayetteville; so, if you are threatened, or if you should 
need my support, it would be necessary for you to enter the Nation. If 
you get equipped and armed, and could march your force to join mine, 
- we could demolish any force at Van Buren or Fort Smith. My lineof — 
supplies will now be by Grand a eosho] River, and I could not leave 
the forces below here at Webber’s or Fort Smith to go below. In fact, 
it would be ruinous to attempt to move the Indian force into Arkansas 
until they are drawn sufliciently far from the Arkansas River that they 
would not cross it. se 
{ write this fully so that you will understand our mutual necessities. 
I thought, when I formerly wanted the aid of your command to take 
_ Fort Smith, that driving the enemy from that point when it was weak 
_ would relieve you, and permit me to perform a useful and inevitable 


duty in the Indian country. For the past, however, I have no repin-. — 


ings, and merely refer to it so that you will understand me. 

If you get fully equipped, as you desired, I think our joint force suf- 
ficient to drive the enemy from Fort Smith, Ozark, and even Clarksville. | 
In the mean time I shall try and break up the forces trying to be or- 
ganized in front of me. The Arkansas River is up past fording. It 

will be impossible for me to move all of my force from the Nation, as I 
shall have to leave some to protect the people. 

Keep me advised as to your condition. Send scouts (spies) on to the » 
Arkansas River to learn if there is any attempt to mass a force, and 

inform me of what you learn. 

How are your fortifications? Mine are progressing rapidly here. 

As I have already written, if you are threatened, move westward and 
join me, informing parties in your rear of the movements. 

Have you had communication with Colonel Weer? 
Please send me some late papers if you have them. 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


— ee 


CASSVILLE, Mo., April 18, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM F. CLOUD, Commanding: 
I would state that, on the morning of the 15th instant, I sent a lady as . 
a spy down in the section of country near Berryville, and she has just — 
returned, making the following report: ; 
She says she stopped on the night of the 16th 5 miles west of Berry- 
ville, and that, on the morning of the 17 th instant, 100 men of Marma- 


_ duke’s command passed the house where she had stopped—the same men 


whom Captain Humphrey fought. They said that they were going to 
Newton County, Missouri, but were to report back to their commander 
within twenty-one days, and that Col. Congreve Jackson was 6 miles 
south of Berryville with 600 men, and that Marmaduke was at Poea- 
hontas with a considerable force, which was confidentially told the lady 
of the house by the captain in command of the party; also that General 
Price was between Little Rock and Batesville, en rowte for Missouri, but — 
was marching slowly, and foraging for his Missouri troops that were in 
behind. They asked a great many questions with regard to our strength, 
situation, &c., and then said they might not attack this place for several 
days. An officer told the lady of the house that we would not be here 
- five days for all the re-enforcements that could get here within that 
_time. me? 

: DAVID McKEE, 
Major, Commanding Post. 
15 R R—VOL XXII, PT IL 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ). HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF KANSAS, 
NoedOe Fort Leavenworth, Kans., April 18, 1863. 3 
\ J. Martial law is hereby abolished in the city of Leavenworth, K:ans., 
* and the troops on provost duty relieved. 
TJ. The provost-marshal will turn over and account for all property 
in his possession to the proper department. 
» Contraband stock, &c., will be turned over to Maj. L. C. Easton, quar- 
termaster, Fort Leavenworth, on a special order from these headquar- 
_ ters. 
By order of Maj. Gen. J. G. Blunt: 
i J THOS. MOONLIGHT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Ohief of Staff. 


eS? BLOOMFIELD, April 20, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Commanding Saint Louis District of Missouri: 

GENERAL: I, have the honor to inclose you report of Major [Hiram 
M.] Hiller of his expedition into Arkansas.* 

All probably was accomplished by that expedition that could have 
been done, but it is easy to see the depressing effect that the mutinous 
. spirit displayed at Chalk Bluff must have had on the command. I have 
_ 42 mutineers in arrest, working them on the defenses of this place, and 
it is not supposable that the arrests indicate the full proportion of this 
mutinous spirit. I have every reason to believe that this objection to | 
-. moving out of the State originated amongst commissioned officers. I 

_ have directed inquiries, but may not be able to report evidence suffi- 

cient for conviction before a court, although abundant for our moral 
conviction of their guilt. Jixamination as to military capability before 
a proper board would rid the service of these self-emasculated gentry, 
who desire to circumscribe their service of their country by State lines. 
I shall move a reconnaissance in force toward Doniphan to-night, 
under command of Colonel La Grange, who, with a truly honorable 
spirit of enterprise, desires the assignment to that duty. Due care has 


c _ been had to keep us advised of what is doing within the enemy’s lines. 


The First Wisconsin are encamped 4 miles on the other side of the’ 
Castor, where I can hold them for any move. I have commenced works 


'. , of defense, plans of which I will forward as soon as I can get copies, 


and have been felling timber and making abatis. 

I shall keep fully in view, in every move I make, the importance of 
covering and protecting Ironton, by falling back on Patterson, if neces- 
sary. In doing this, I wili afford what protection I can to Cape Girar- _ 
deau, and at the same time seek to harass and cut off the communica-. 
tions of the enemy. I pray you not to be apprehensive about my keep- 

ing my little force compact and in hand. If you hear of my allowing: 
enterprising moves by detachment, be sure I ain proceeding on well- 

- founded information of the enemy’s weakness in that quarter, and I 
shall endeavor not to sacrifice the chance of a victory over an army by 
minor enterprises, however tempting the opportunity. 

I am still keeping 40 wagons here loaded with cominissary supplies 
I left Major Crane at the Cape, and expected him here yesterday. I 
ver ous delay, as we might have been paid while waiting, and no- 

» time lost. 


* Not found. 


WGN ENCE oa Tet ake None d 
aa 


We succeeded in capturing the quartermaster of Colonel Kitchen 
yesterday, and also received a prisoner from Captain Hulse, at Chalk —_ 
Bluff, whom papers, captured with him, denote to be a lieutenant in the 
rebel army. 


a, Che 
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re, We have captured 2 men who were engaged in taking our couriers 
¢ = oe Tronton route. One of them, in attempting to escape, was shot 

ead. ve 
x: All communication by telegraph has been cut off for three days. I | 
. hope to have it right soon. rt eae 
é I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, te 
~ . JOHN McNHEIL, , 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


& A 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MIssoURI, ea a 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 20,1863. 
Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON: rela ea 


GENERAL: Yours of the 15th is duly received. I suppose you-have | 
seen the dispatch from Fayetteville, reporting our successful repulse of —— ~ 
the rebels. My information from Little Rock is not very recent, butall 

‘. accounts concur in showing that Price is there or on this side, trying to 

¥ rally an army. I cannot ascertain the whereabouts of Marmaduke, but =~ 

some circumstances induce me to think heis still near Batesville. Ihope - 

to go and see your troops, and could then confer with you personally. I~ 
shall determine in afew days (two or three), and if [cannot go, you must = 

4 come. JI hope your horses are now being well fed and improved, ready 

. for marching. My orders all tend to the idea of holding on until boats” 

go up the Arkansas River. If you get news of the enemy in front, give 
me immediate intelligence. Ihave just seen your dispatch to Colonel | 
Chipman, which this letter sufficiently answers. Ido not see that Ican 
say anything more in regard to your First Division. I leave itto your * | 

‘own discretion as to its command and movements. 

Forsyth is an important crossing, which we may desire to use, and’ 
therefore require a good ferry to be arranged, I hope it may becon-- _ . 
venient to preserve it. res 

I am, very truly, yours, | 

, ; SAML. R. CURTIS, cy 

; Major-General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] 
, | April 20, 1863. 
Major-General HERRON, olla: 


Your cavalry should move forward. Marmaduke is driving the Pat- 
terson pickets toward Pilot Knob.* The enemy is said to be 4,000 
| strong, and your force may be of great use before we are through with 
him. Other forces might be advanced to Salem to support your cav- 
alry. General Davidson is massing troops in this district. 
SAML. BR. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Be * See Marmaduke’s expedition into Missouri, April 17-May 2, 1863, Part I, pp, 251-805, 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL'R: CURTIS, 
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Row, Mo., April 20, 1863. 


Saint Louis, Mo.: 


“Would it not be best to advance the cavalry of both divisions as far - 
as Centreville? I can send 3,000 cavalry and one battery, under Gen-- 


eral Vandever, to that place, leaving the infantry here. There is no 


_ Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON: 


forage about Salem, and the command cannot subsist there until spring 


ig further advanced. Your latest telegram is just received. Orders all 
issued to move at once. General Vandever goes in command. If you 
think the infantry had better move, please telegraph. 


F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, 
Springfield, Mo., April 20, 1863. _ 
I rode last night from. Forsyth, to get in closer communication with 
you. My last forage train arrived before I left. I became convinced 
that I could not subsist my animals any longer at Forsyth. I was com- 
pelled to make trips for forage which consumed ten to twelve days. 


_ South of the region I feraged in subsistence could be had, but it was 


too far; the danger of starvation was imminent. I therefore started 
all the transportation and the battery to Springfield last evening. 
They will be here to-morrow. The cavalry and two mountain howitzers 
I have sent south, with such instructions as will not only effectually 
ascertain the approach of an enemy to Forsyth or Springfield, but will 
insure the destruction of the guerrilla bands that inhabit the region at 


Yellville. Two of my men taken prisoners were inhumanly butchered. 


The place will probably be destroyed. This matter demands an expla- 
nation from Marmaduke. I will write, by mail, particulars. I have 
left at Forsyth two regiments of infantry (Nineteenth Iowa and Ninth 
Wisconsin), but without transportation or camp and garrison equipage. 


- Lean subsist my command at Springfield much easier than at Forsyth, 


and would respectfully ask permission to move the whole here. I will 


_ undertake, with my cavalry, to scour the country into Arkansas from 

_ this point, so as to protect it. White River can be crossed anywhere. 

. These operations of the cavalry will assist Union men out of the bushes 
where they are secreted, and arm them. I dislike to have the infantry 


encamped without tents, &c., for fear of sickness, yet to keep their 


transportation would insure its loss. I have hastened ahead 

5 : : : : SO 

if you disapprove this action of mine, I will promptly return, a pe 
main at Forsyth, as heretofore. I hear that you have issued some 
order to the troops near Fort Scott as to their movements. May I ask 


the favor of being infor vk : 
Saelyt g informed as to its nature, that I may prepare accord: 


WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER 


TD 
Col. WILLIAM WEER, Springfield, Mo.: April 20, 1863. 
You will bring your infantry from Fors 


; ‘ : th t i 
in the direction of Houston, selecting ae rele and Oe 


e good foraging country near 


me 
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that place. I have ordered the balance of the First Division to join you © Bie 


without delay. Supply yourself with any quartermasters’ stores that 
can be had at Springfield. I send with this a message for Colonel 
Ewing. Have it forwarded to him by the quickest possible mode. 
: Fr. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


Wire , Roya, Mo., April 20, 1863. 
Col. THomAS Ewine, Fort Scott, Kans. : tae 


You will move that portion of the First Division near Fort Scott — 
across the country north of Springfield to Houston, in Texas County, - 
where the balance of the division, under Colonel Weer, will be found. 
Leave an energetic officer at Fort Scott, to bring up any of the com- 
mand not back in time to move with you. You will please move the 


_ command to the place named without delay. Report to me, by return — 2 
Messenger, what route you have taken. Take with you fromtwenty to 


thirty days’ rations. 
ns F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. — 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., April 20, 1863. 
Colonel SALOMON: 


DEAR SiR: General Herron consents that the infantry be moved to AS 
Springfield. You will, therefore, startthem as soon as possible, including 


your own regiment and the Nineteenth Iowa. The cavalry will carry | . 
_ out the programme already made known to them by me. They, how- 


ever, should be paid before you start, and bring with you the paymaster. 
Let the cavalry go south, and return by way of Hartville, where they 
will probably find us. Let them inquire for us all along from White 
River north, as we may be in the south part of Wright County. Cap- 
tains Shaw and Off should join Lieutenant-Colonel White, if practi- 
cable. If they have not arrived before you start, some word should be. 


left with the inhabitants to that effect. Arrangements should alsobe 


made with the paymaster to deposit their pay here for them. 
You will remember there are some one hundred guns and ammunition, 


- intended for arming independent organizations in Arkansas. If any well- 


known, loyal, and responsible man, leader of a company, will receipt for 
them, you may turn them over to him, or any portion of them, taking his 
receipt and the names of hismen; if not, bring them with you. Let the 


- idea be circulated that this class of men can get arms by calling upon 


me anywhere. If the cavalry do not hear of us at Hartville, they will 
have to come to Springfield. Bring away the ferry-boat rope, and se- 
cure the boats by hiding them, if possible. 


Yours, truly, Rea oro 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


P. 8.—The rebels made a dash at Fayetteville and got whipped. N 0 
important news from east. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
ae ie - Saint Louis, Mo., April 20, 1863. 
~. Col. CHESTER Harpine, Jr., Saint Joseph, Mo. : 
~'* CoLonEL: Yours of the 14th was duly received. I am glad to see 
you have put the troops to moving about; it is far better for them, and 
_ will keep the rebel camps in great fear. Iam glad also to see that Gen- 
eral Hall heartily co-operates. I think you are making a favorable im-, 
pression in the district, There is no law which would give us authority 
to receive the militia as United States troopss unless the President will 
so accept them under the conscript law. By that law, all persons be- 
tween twenty and forty-five are the United States forces; and it may 
‘be the President could, under that law, continue the neighborhood or- 
ganizations, and furnish the forces as United States troops. I have 
not studied the question. When the proper officers are appointed, this 
~ may be considered. In the mean time, when we have a sensible man 
like General Hall to deal with, I think we can get on very well. I sup- 
pose the quartermaster furnishes those who are in the service, and Ido | 
xe not care what they are called, if they will only be ready to fight rebels 
~ when they show their hand in Missouri. 
ay Very truly, your friend, 
Pine. ‘'SAML. R. CURTIS, 
ae Major-General. 


. See [DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] April 20, 1863. 
Colonel PHILLIPS, In the Field : 


Colonel Harrison has repulsed the enemy ; but the danger was immi- 
nent, and the risk should not have been taken. You must be near 
enough to support him, or he must be near enough to support you. If 
you had been near enough to co-operate, the enemy could have been 
pursued, and his artillery taken. Your force is not strong enough to 
operate in separate commands against formidable force. Theres no 
need of it. “You, being the senior officer in that portion of General 
Blunt’s district, will see that such risks are not repeated. 
bse SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Se Major-General. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., April 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, oe 
3 Commanding Department, Saint Louis : 
: Parties of 200 and 300 are continually passing into the southwest 
_ portion of this district. Will have to abandon the western tier of coun- 
_ ties in order to protect my center, or have more troops placed at my 
disposal. Will General Blunt garrison the counties thus abandoned? 
They are McDonald, Newton, Jasper, Barton, and Vernon. 
Respectfully, 
Re W. F. CLOUD, 
‘ Colonel, Commanding. 
ROLLA, Mo., April 2 
Brig. Gen. W. W. Orme, eee eu ns 
Commanding Third Division, Army of the Frontier : Be 
GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs that, your division 
be at once put in readiness to move at a moment’s notice. “You will see 
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that every exertion is used to make ‘the most of the Hinited time whiok” 
will probably intervene before taking the field for active service. Fif- 
teen days’ rations will be carried by the wagons, and, if not. on hand, 


_ Inust be at once procured. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
= a BREWSTER, . 
Captain and Aide-de- Camp. — 


Pitor Kyox, Mo., April 20, 1863. 
General Davipson, Saint Louis : 


J understand Colonel [Edwin] Smart has fallen back to Stony Bate 3 


tery, and is fighting like a hero. The rebels have two pieces of artil- 


lery. Marmaduke ‘undoubtedly commands. ‘He (Smart) wants assist- 


ance. The last report says nothing of the number of the rebels. Can ~~ 
I dismount the 32-pounder guns in Fort Curtis and bring the 24-pounder. 
howitzers up here and put them on the hill above the depot? I will go. 


out to meet the rebels if they come, and I have half a chance, but would 


like to help Smart, if you say so. Please answer immediately, for I am ee 


making my arrangements now. The mutineers of Stange’s battery 


say they will man me guns if there is to be a fight. 


J OHN F. TYLER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Pitot Kwon, April 20, 1863. 
General Davipson, Saint Louis : 
A messenger from Colonel Smart says the rebels, under Marmaduke, 
are fighting with about 4,000 men and artillery, partly heavy. Ourmen 
were only about 300, the ‘others being on scouts. Colonel Smart is fall- 


ing back as fast as he can, but fighting as he comes. I think it would) 


‘be best to order Colonel Bell and the troops at Centreville to céncen- 
trate at this place, that our forces may be hurled against them in a Masse os 


Advise me early. Iwill be ready here. 
JOHN F. TYLER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., April 20, 1863. 
Colonel TYLER: 

You stay where the depot is and protect ‘that. The rebels are fight- 
ing for supplies. Bring the 24- pounder howitzers up to the depot and 
place them in position. Hold on to Fort Curtis; it covers the entrance 
to Bellevue Valley. Send the Third Iowa to cover Smart’s retreat. 


Concentrate your troops in good position at the depot. 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


———— 


OMAHA, NEBR., April 20, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK. 


General-in- Chief: 
A part of our troops can and ought to go up the Missouri. None,in , 
my opinion, a cross the river. If they y are taken from the west 
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side, Kearny, Laramie, Halleck, telegraph and stage lines, and the — 


frontier will have less than 400 troops for protection. Pope’s demon- 


_ _ stration in the north will drive hostile tribes upon our frontier. ie, 


ALVIN SAUNDERS, 
Governor of Nebraska. 


Samnt Louris, Mo., April 21, 1863. 
‘Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Be General-in- Chief : 
Colonel Smart, commanding a picket at Patterson, was approached 
by a large force yesterday at 12 o’clock. He fell back, bringing away 


_ or destroying supplies. Skirmishing continued 8 miles. Our loss about: 


50. Forces are being concentrated at Pilot Knob, and General David- 
son and General Vandever will probably unite a sufficient force. 
SAML: R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., April 21, 1863. 
Colonel TYLER: 


_ Have the Third Iowa and the Third Missouri Cavalry and Stange’s 
- battery put in marching order immediately, ready to move the moment 
Glover and Caldwell come down. Say to Colonel Glover as soon as he. 


comes down that he must pursue Marmaduke with great caution and ° 


advise us where he has gone or is. He ought to be able to cut up 
Marmaduke if he has only 1,500 men, After his fight I shall telegraph 
Glover to move at once. Concentrate Smart’s regiment and your in- 
. fantry at the depot; same with Morton’s troops and the battery as soon 
as they come down. McNeil is moving up to re-enforce the Knob. 


Have you heard from Bell? You must have cavalry patrols in every. 


direction for 20 miles out, watching the movements of the enemy. 
Telegraph freely everything. 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


Saint Louis District, 
April 21, 1863—11 p.m. 
Major-General HERRON, Rolla: ie 


The following dispatch just received : 


Pitot Knos, April 21—10 p. m. 
From a reliable man, who this day came in from Patterson, I understand that Price 
‘with a very large force (reports say 20,000 men), was early this morning at McKenzie 
Creek, 8 miles west of Patterson, and was moving this way. One of Colonel Smart’s 
men, who was on picket at Patterson, left behind, and just returned says he saw 
‘about 10,000 troops and counted nineteen pieces of artillery. ; 
JOHN F. TYLER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


This is probably an exaggerated account, but I have no doubt but 


‘that there are from 6,000 to 7,000 troops at or near Patterson, and that - 


Price is there in person. I shall go down to the Knob in the morning. 
I have sent out to communicate with Vandever. Ag yet we do not 


know where the enemy’s main force is. I can hold the Knob with my : 


‘on 
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3,000 men against what is coming. General Curtis desires me to give 
you the above information. I believe they will try to get as near Saint 
Louis as they can. ; 
. J. W. DAVIDSON, » 


: : Brigadier-General. 
. 


Saint Louris, Mo., April 21, 1863—11.50 p. m. 
Colonel TYLER: 


Send hired express (Deer, or any trusty man) to Centreville, to com- | 
municate your last dispatch about Price to General Vandever, who is 


marching toward the Knob. Send hired express of trusty men to Fred- © ‘ 
 ericktown rapidly to ascertain whereabouts of General McNeil, and to 


hurry him up, by myorder. Call out Lindsay’s and Whitely’s regiments 
of Enrolled Militia immediately; put them in camp as fast as you can, 
or in proper buildings at Arcadia. Put the court-house and main build- 
ings in a state of defense at Arcadia; do the same, if required, at the 
Knob. The two 24-pounder howitzers must be planted at the depot in 
proper position. I will be down in the morning with an extra engineer 


- officer. Drill your troops; drill three times a day. 


_ Have you ammunition enough for small-arms? You ought to have 

150 rounds per man. Office open all night. Acknowledgereceipt. . — 

J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General.: 


Saint Lovis Districr, April 21, 1863. 
General HERRON, Rolla: 


The enemy drove Smart’s regiment out of Patterson, one of my oat- 


posts, yesterday about 4 p.m. Hard fighting; our loss in killed, 
wounded, and missing said to be 200. The enemy’s force variously 
estimated from 2,500 to 4,000, with artillery. . Marmaduke said to be. 
in command. The worst of it is, Smart has lost Marmaduke’s where- 
abouts. LIsend Glover, with 1,500 cavalry and four pieces, after him. — 
Tf your cavalry could co-operate, we may get him or his artillery. I 


think he will go out by the way of Barnesville, as he knows I have a 
_ small post there. 


J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General. _ 


Saint Lovis, Mo., April 21, 1863—1.30 p. m. 


Colonel TYLER, Commanding : 


No flag of truce can go to the enemy until this fighting isover. You 
must defend Fort Curtis; it covers the entrance to the Bellevue Valley. 
J. W. DAVIDSON, | 

Brigadier-General. — 


RouuA, Mo., April 21, 1863. 


- Brigadier-General Davipson, Saint Louis: 


- Thave sent General Vandever, with 2,500 cavalry and six pieces of | 
artillery, in the direction of Pilot Knob. Should he hear of the enemy 
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at: Barnesville, he is instructed. to go oa by way of Centreville. . : 


Glover had better be notified of his approach, and, if possible, Bree 
communication with him. 
d heer HERRON, 


Major-General, Commanding. h 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Rolla, Mo., April 21, 1863. 


. Brig. van WwW. W. ORME, Commanding Third Dikaiens 


GENERAL: You will have the First Iowa and Eighth Missouri Cavy- 


alry in readiness to move at 12 o’clock, without wagons, and with five 
days’ rations in the haversack. 


The enemy are moving on Pilot Knob, and all our cavalry force, under 


-. General Vandever, will move to that point without delay. General 
_ Vandever will send orders to the commanding officers of the regiments 
at what hour and by what route to move. The balance of your com- 

_ mand will be prepared to move forward at such time as may be neces- 


sary to co-operate with the cavalry. Compel the regiments to turn out 


as many men as possible. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
FE. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST Dryer April 21, 1863. | 
Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON, Commanding, Rolla: 
Your dispateh, in regard to moving to Houston, received ane morn- 


ing. Your dispatch to Colonel Ewing was sent by me to Fort Scott 


early in the day. My transportation and battery are all here, and will 
start to-morrow morning to Houston, via Hartville. The infantry, no 
doubt, left Forsyth this morning, as I sent a messenger thropgh last 
night. I will remain here until they arrive and go on with them. I 
would call your attention to facts, as I learn, that the other part of my 
division is about to be paid in Kansas, This is contrary to my pro- 


gramme, and, if persisted in, will lead to delay in their moving. Pay- 
- masters here say that they have plenty of money, and will pay them on 
sight. Ihave so written them. Please ask General Curtis to stop their 


payment in Kansas. I would not mention the matter had I not heard 
things here that render me somewhat suspicious. My scouting parties 
to West Plains and Talbot’s Ferry got to Forsyth last evening. They 


-reportno enemy of importance; nothing but guerrilla bands. The whole 


cavalry and two mountain howitzers left there to-day for the South; will - 
mebt meat Houston. They will take a considerable journey in Arkansas. 
WM. WEER, 
*. Colonel, Commanding Division. 


HBADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF .KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., a 22, 1863.. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CuRTIS, . 
Commanding Department of the Missouré : 
GENERAL: I have information that some 2,000 or 3,000 rebels are 
collected on the Canadian River, for the purpose of making a raid into 
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the settlement of Southwestern Kansas. Raids by advanced parties. 
have already been made. Large herds of stock are being driven from 
the Indian country, in the direction of Pike’s Peak, by bands of them. 
The Osage Indians, on the southern border, are also becoming trouble- 
some, and a part of them, no doubt, are allied with the rebels. I have 
not sufficient mounted force to meet the emergency. Itis quite evident 
to me that the demonstration made upon Southwestern Kansas, as well 
as that made in Southeastern Missouri, is to create a diversion of our 
troops, to let the main rebel force come up through the Indian Territory, 
upon the border of Kansas and Missouri. ¢ 
* In my opinion there is not half troops enough in your department to 
meet the coming crisis. hi Bis 
The Knights of the Golden Circle are becoming bolder here every day. 
ls eid are evidently posted, and understand the movements of the rebel | 
orces. 
Respectfully, &c., 


t 
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JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General, Commanding. —_. 


, ¥ 
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; ROuLuA, Mo., Apri? 22,1863—10p.m., 
Major-General CURTIS: ie 
I will move my entire command to Salem to-morrow, and encamp 5 or 
10 miles south of that place, awaiting news from Vandever. I have. 
ordered the First Division to Houston, but to-night received a letter 
from Ewing, stating that Blunt said he would not permit any of the , 
troops to move without an order from you. The sending of the First — 
Division to Fort Scott was part of a scheme to get them detached from 
: this army. Wiil you please issue an order for them to move ? 
¢ F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


4 


Sant Louis, Mo., April 22, 1863—10 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 

I wish Major [E. D.] Major, Alton prison, exchanged for Major McCon- 
nel, taken and paroled by rebels yesterday. McConnel has important 
intelligence to disclose after exchange. Immediate answer is desired. 
Rebels 10,000 strong in South Missouri. They hope to co-operate with 
forces raising in Illinois. Much excitement at Pilot Knob, but the enemy 
seems to move toward Camp Girardeau or Dallas, to cut off Bloomfield 


forces. Their move seems daring and confident. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 


a ; Major-General. 


Rou, Mo., April 22, 1863. 


i Major-General Curtis, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

ae General Davidson has telegraphed me the latest information. Should 
Price come up farther, I would like to move over and attack him. My 
infantry is ready to march whenever ordered, but Colonel [Franklin 
D.] Callender’s refusal to send carriages for [David] Murphy’s battery 

"may leave me short several pieces of artillery. I think he should be 

ordered to furnish me the new carriages: at once, as the want of them 

might prove serious. I have ordered the First Division to move from 

Fort Scott across to Houston, and will concentrate it at that point. 
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Should a strong move be made in the direction of Pilot Knob, our whole 
force will be needed. General Vandever is near Centreville this morn- 
ing with 2,500 cavalry and six pieces of artillery. I had to send heavy 
guns with him, not having howitzers. General Davidson can commu- 
nicate with him from Pilot Knob. 

F. J. HERRON, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


Rate Saint Louis, Mo., April 22, 1863.. 
Major-General HERRON, Lolla, Mo.: . 
' There is no time for changing your carriages. If a strong force is at 


or near Pilot Knob, your whole available force should be moving for- 
ward to support Vandever. Reports are extravagant as to Price’s num- 


bers, but your forces at Salem or Houston would be in better position 
if occasion requires help. Move forward, and keep me advised. Will 


post Davidson. 


SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. - 


HEADQUARTERS First DIVISION, 
Springysield, Mo., April 22, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON, Rolla : 


One of my scouting parties to Talbot’s Ferry reports that Price is 
moving up the Arkansas River. I can hardly credit this intelligence. 


. T have a number of officers promoted from ranks, and men who need 


service of a mustering officer. Please inform me if you will send one to 


Houston, or shall [send them to Rolla. Paymasters refuse to pay until — 


' they are mustered in. Will you also give me the necessary authority 


Col. WILLIAM WEER, Springfield, Mo. : 


to take the paymaster to Houston? Infantry left Forsyth this 6 a. m. 
Cavalry went south yesterday. All my transportation left here this 
morning for Houston. 


WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding. . 


RoLua, Mo., April 22, 1863. 


_ Your telegramreceived. Moveyour command to Houston withaslittle 


delay as possible, notifying me of the time you start from Springfield, 


and of your arrival at Houston. You can communicate with me at 
Salem from Houston. Keep a strict lookout to the east and south, for 
Marmaduke’s cavalry will be in front of you. I will regulate the pay- 
master. Get what quartermaster’s supplies your command needs from 
Springfield. Reduce baggage, and do not draw any tents. Shelter tents 
will be sent here and issued to thisarmy. Do not start the battery and 
transportation until the infantry comes up. It would not be safe. 
I’. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 183. Washington, April 22, 1863. 


* cid *® % * * % 


VII. Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby relieved 


from duty in the Department of the Tennessee, and will report in person, : 
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without delay, to Major General Curtis, cont manding Department of the 
Missouri, for duty. 
* 


* * * * x # 
By order of the Secretary of War: © a 
; BE. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


¥ 


. GENERAL ea HDQRS. DEPT. OF THE MIssouRI, 


No. 30. Saint Lowis, Mo., April 22, 1863. 


To warn the public of the severe penalties which will follow new trans- 
gressions in this department, and for the convenience of district com- 
manders, judge-advocates, and military courts, the following laws of war 
and general instructions are prescribed. Judge-advocates will be gov- 
erned accordingly in drawing their charges, and military courts in their 
findings, throughout this department: 

I, THE Spy.—Some questions having arisen where authorities cannot 
be conveniently referred to as to what constitutes a spy, attention is 
invited to the following: 


Spies are persons who, in disguise, or under false pretenses, insinuate themselves 
among the enemy, in order to discover the state of his affairs, to pry into his designs, 
and then communicate to their employer the information thus obtained. * * * 
The term spy is frequently applied to persons sent to reconnoiter an enemy’s position, 
his forces, defenses, &c., but not in disguise, or under false pretenses. Such, however, © 
are not spies in the sense in which that term is used in military and international 
law; nor are persons so employed liable to any more rigorous treatment than ordinary 
prisoners of war. It is the disguise or false pretense which constitutes the perfidy 
and forms the essential elements of the crime, which, by the laws of war, is punishable 
with an ignominious death. (Halleck, International Law, chap. 16, sec. 26.) 

It may be added here that a person proved to be a regular soldier of the enemy’s 
army, found in citizen’s dress (disguise), within the lines of the captor, is universally 
dealt with asa spy. (Lieber.) eae 

If he (in the service of the enemy) comes in disguise or under false pretenses, for 
the purpose of obtaining military information, he is aspy. If in the service of the 
enemy, and he comes in disguise, the law presumes him to be aspy. (Letter of in- 
structions from Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief.) 


II. CoRRESPONDENCE WITH THE ENEMY, MAIL CARRYING, &e.: 


A person dwelling in a district under military occupation and giving information 
to the enemy is universally treated as a spy—a spy of a peculiarly dangerous char- 
acter. * * * Jiven mere secret correspondence of a person in an occupied district, 
with the enemy, though the contents of the correspondence may have been innocent, 
has subjected the correspondent to serious consequences, and sometimes to the rigor 
of martial law, especially if the offense be committed after a proclamation to the con- 
trary. * * * Thespy becomes in this case peculiarly dangerous, making hostile 


- use of the protection which, by the modern law of war, the victor extends to the per- 


sons and property of the conquered. 

By the Fifty-seventh Article of War, whosoever shall be convicted of 
holding correspondence with, or giving intelligence to, the enemy, either 
directly or indirectly, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as 


shall be ordered by the sentence of a court-martial. 


Persons engaged in carrying such correspondence will be. held liable 
to the same punishment as the correspondents themselves. _ 

Ill. GUERRILLA:—Under the general term of guerrilla will be more 

articularly considered: , ‘ 
1st. Military Insurgents or War Rebels—The war rebel is defined by 
Lieber as follows: 


Similar remarks [referring to those given under the preceding head] apply to the 
rebel, taking the word in the primitive meaning of rebellare, that is, to return to war 
after haying been conquered, and to conspiracies, that is, secret agreements leading 
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_ tosuch reassumption of arms in bands of whatever number, or, which is still worse, 
- plans to murder from secret places. j SRE 
-- The war rebel has been universally treated with the utmost rigor of the military 


law: He exposes the occupying army to the greatest danger, and essentially inter- 
feres with the mitigation of the severity of war, which it is one of the noblest objects | 
of the modern law of war to obtain. Whether the war rebel rises on his own account, 
or whether he has been secretly called upon by the enemy to doso, would make no 
difference whatever. K 


And particular attention is further called to the following extract from 
a letter of instructions, addressed by the General-in-Chief to the com- 
manding general of this department: 


All of Missouri is now in the military occupation of the United States. The inhabit- 
ants are, therefore, bound by the laws of war (without any regard to their civil alle- 
giance to the Government of the United States, as the sovereign power) to render 
obedience to the occupying military authority. If they take up arms in insurrection, 
or.render aid and assistance to the enemy, they become military insurgents or mili- 
tary traitors, and thereby forfeit theirlives and propery. Every one who was not in 
arms at the time of the occupation, and who has not continued in arms, but who sub- 
sequently takes up arms within the territory militarily oceupied by us, is not to be re- 
garded as a prisoner of war, but is to be punished as a military insurgent. So every 
one, be he a citizen of Missouri or not, who comes within our lines as anon-combatant, 
and afterward takes up arms, is a military insurgent. 


The above remarks are applicable to all other parts of this depart- 


ment now in the military occupation of the United States. 


Officers or men sent by the enemy within our lines to recruit, thereby 


inciting insurrection, become themselves (when not indeed actual spies) 


military insurgents. Such also are Knights of the Golden Circle, and 


members of other secret organizations looking to any opposition to the 
~ laws of the United States, being in the nature of conspirators. 


Whoever shall be convicted as a military insurgent shall suffer death, 
according to the usages of nations, by sentence of a military commis- 


» gion. 


2d. The Partisan: 


The partisan corps designates bodies detached from the main army. * * * The 
partisan leader commands a corps whose objectis to injure the enemy by action separate 


“from that of hisown main army. The partisan acts chiefly upon the enemy’s lines of 


connection and communication, and outside of or beyond the lines of operation of his 
own army, in the rear and on the flanks of the enemy. Rapid and varying movements 
and surprises are the chief means of his success; but he is part and parcel of the army 
and, as such, considered entitled to the privileges of the laws of war, so lone as he 
does not transgress them. i a 


Partisan soldiers must have the organization and equipment of sol- 


diers, or they are brigands or guerrillas, and will be punished as such. 
3d. The Brigand: @ ? P. c 


The brigand is, in military language, the soldier who detaches himself from his 
troop and commits robbery, naturally accompanied in many cases with murder and 


other crimes of violence. His punishment, inflicted even by his own authorities, is 


death. The word brigand, derived as it is from brigner, to beg, meant originally beg- 
gar, but it soon came to be applied to armed strollers, aclass of men which swarmed 
in all countries in the middle ages. The term has, however, received a wider mean- 
ing in modern military terminology. He that assails the enemy without or against 
the authority of his own Government is called, even though his object should be 
wholly free from any intention of pillage, a brigand, subject to the infliction of death 
if captured. * f _* When Major Von Schill, commanding a Prussian regiment of 
huzzars, marched, in the year 1809, against the French, without the order of his Gov- 
ernment, for the purpose of causing a rising of the people in the north of Germany 
while Napoleon was occupied in the south with Austria, Schill was declared by Napo- 
leon and his brother, a brigand; and the King of Westphalia, Jerome Bonaparte 
offered a reward of 10,000 francs for his head. Schill was killed in battle; but 12 
young officers of his troop, taken prisoners, were carried by the French to the For- 
tress Wesel, where a court-martial declared them prisoners of war. Napoleon quashed 
the finding, ordered a new court-martial, and they were all shot as brigands. Napo- 
leon is not cited here as an authority in the law of war; he and many of his generals 
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frequently substituted the harshest violence for martial usages. The caseis mentioned : 
as an illustration of the meaning attached to the word brigand in the law of war, and 

of the fact that death is the acknowledged punishment for the brigand. Me 
Whoever shall be convicted as a brigand, no matter whether of our 
____ own forces or those of the enemy, shall suffer death, according to the 

+ usage of nations, by sentence of a military commission. 

— 4th. The Guerrilla Proper.—Querrillas proper may be defined as— 
Troops not belonging to a regular army, consisting of volunteers, perhaps self-con- 

_. stituted, but generally raised [within the lines of the enemy as a contradistinction | 


from military insurgents] by individuals authorized to do so by the authority they 
acknowledge as their Government. They do not stand on the regular pay-roll of the 


army, or are aot paid at all, take up armsand lay them down atintervals, and carry 
x on petty war chiefly by raids, extortion, destruction, and massacre, and who cannot : 
‘ encumber themselves with many prisoners, and will, therefore, generally give noquar- 


i, ter. They are peculiarly dangerous, because they easily evade pursuit, and,bylaying 
t down their arms, become insidious enemies, because they cannot otherwise subsist than ° 
by rapine, and almost always degenerate into simple robbers or brigands. Che nal. 


Whoever shall be convicted as a guerrilla under this order shall suf- . ~ 

fer death, according to the usage of nations, by sentence of a military > 
commission. hai! fy 
: IV. RELIEVING THE ENEMY.—Fifty-sixth Article of War: ete 


Whoever shall relieve the enemy with money, victuals, or ammunition, or shall 
knowingly harbor or protect an enemy, shall suffer death, or such other punishment 
as shall be ordered by the sentence of a court-martial. 

Those harboring and feeding guerrillas are included in this class,and — 
will be so punished. Fore 

VY. DIsLOYAL PERSONS.—AI] persons not in the military service, 
who shall be convicted of disloyal expressions, oral, written, or printed, 
favoring the rebellion, shall be punished therefor by fine [assessment] 
or imprisonment, or both, or by being sent beyond the lines, by sentence 
of a military commission. . reer 

VI. TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAWS OF WAR is generally-punishable 
by sentence of a military commission, and commanders will see that ~. 
the strictest punishment is inflicted not less rigorously on theenemy | 
than upon those of our own men who transgress them. It is only by 
strict adherence to these laws (and the more strict conformity should 
now be required because of the character of this war) that we can hope. 
to restore peace to our distracted homes. We are at war with those 
who were brothers, friends, neighbors. They are now enemies. While 
we show them the severity of military power, we must not forget that 
it is our object to bring them back again to the relations enjoyed in past 
times, and all inflictions are only designed to subdue the rebellion. 

Although assessments have been suspended in this department, they - 
are not abrogated. No law of Congress or restraining order revokes © 
hs the laws of war, which apply to confiscation of property to weaken the 
foe and strengthen ourselves. Property can and will be confiscated as 

occasion may justify. General Orders, No. 12, current series, of this de- | 
partment, relating to this matter, will be observed. . 
“ The following extracts from International Law, and Laws of War, by 
- HH, W. Halleck, now General-in-Chief of the Army, will suffice for field | 
instructions : 


See ee a 
er 


CuaPp. XIX, 
5 i oh * * * * 
Suc. 12. Private property on land is now, as a general rule of war, exempt from 
. seizure or confiscation; and this general exemption extends even to cases of absolute 
and unqualified conquest. Some modern text writers—Hautefeuille, for example—con- 
tend for the ancient rule, that private property on land is subject to seizure and con~- 
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- fiscation. They are undoubtedly correct with respect to the general abstract. right, 


~ as deduced from the law of nature and ancient practice; but while the general right 


continues, modern usage and the opinions of modern text writers of the highest author 


ity have limited this right by establishing the rule of generalexemption. * * * 


Suc. 13. But it must also be remembered that there are many exceptions to this 


tule, or rather that the rule itself is not by any means absolute or universal. The 


general theory of war is, as heretofore stated, that all private property may be taken 


by the conqueror, and such was the ancient practice. But the modern usage is not 


to touch private property on land, without making compensation, except in certain 
specified cases. These exceptions may be stated: * * * First. Confiscations or 
seizures by way of penalty for military offenses. Second. Forced contributions for 
the support of the invading armies, or as an indemnity for the expenses of maintain- 
ing order and affording protection to the conquered inhabitants. * * * 

Src. 14. In the first place, we may seize upon private property by way of penalty 
for the illegal acts of individuals, or of the community to which they belong. Thus, 
if an individual] be guilty of conduct in violation of the laws of war, we may seize 
and confiscate the private property of the offender. So, also, if the offense attach 
itself to a particular community or town, all the individuals of that community or 


‘ town are liable to punishment, and we may either seize upon their property or levy 


2 


‘upon them a retaliatory contribution, by way of penalty. Where, however, we can 


discover and secure the individuals so offending, it is more just to inflict the punish- 
ment upon them only ; but it is a generallaw of war that communities are account- 
able for the acts of their individual members. This makes it the interest of all to 


discover the guilty persons, and to deliver them up to justice. Butif these individ- 


uals are not given up, or cannot be discovered, it is usual to impose a contribution upon 
the civil authorities of the place where the offense is committed, and these authorities 
raise the amount of the contribution by a tax levied upon their constituents. * * * 

Src. 15. In the second place, we have aright to make the enemy’s country con- 


_ tribute to the expenses of the war. Troops, in the enemy’s country, may be subsisted 


either by regular magazines, by forced requisitions, or by authorized pillage. It is 
not always politic, or even possible, to provide regular magazines for the entire sup- 
plies of an army during the active operations of a campaign. - Where this cannot be 
done, the general is obliged either to resort to military requisitions or to intrust their 


- subsistence te the troops themselves. The inevitable’consequences of the latter sys- 


tem are universal pillage, and a total relaxation of discipline; the loss of private 
property, and the violation of individual rights, are usually followed by the massacre 
of straggling parties, and the ordinary peaceful and non-combatant inhabitants are 
converted into bitter and implacable enemies. The system is, therefore, regarded as 
both impolitic and unjust, and is coming into general disuse among the most civilized 
nations, at least for the support of the main army. In case of small detachments, 
where great rapidity of motion is requisite, it sometimes becomes necessary for the 


troops to procure their subsistence wherever they can. In such a case, the seizure 


of private property becomes a necessary consequence of the military operations, and 
is, therefore, unavoidable. Other cases of similar character might be mentioned. 
But even in most of these special and extreme cases provision might be made for sub- 
sequently compensating the owners for the loss of property. * z 
Suc. 16. In the invasion of the Spanish peninsula, Napoleon had to choose between 
methodical operations, with provisions carried in the train of his army, or purchased 
of the inhabitants and regularly paid for, and irregular warfare, supplying his troops 
by forced requisitions and pillage. The former was adopted for some of the main 
armies, moving on prescribed lines, and the latter for the more active masses. Soult 
and Suchet, in favorable parts of the country, succeeded for a considerable length of 
time in procuring regular supplies for their armies, but most of the French generals 
obtained subsistence for their troops mainly by pillage. * * * : 
Sec. 17. Upon the invasion of Mexico by the armies of the United States, in 1846 
the commanding generals were, at first, instructed to abstain from appropriating 
private property to the public use without purchase, at a fair price; but subsequently 
instructions of a severer character were issued. It was said by the American Secre- 
tary of War (Mr. Marcy) that an invading army had the unquestionable right to draw 
its supplies from the enemy without paying for them, and to require contributions 
for its support, and to make the enemy feel the weight of the war. He further ob- 
served that, upon the liberal principles of civilized warfare, either of three modes 
might be pursued to obtain supplies from the enemy: First, to purchase them in open 
market at such prices as the inhabitants of the country might choose to exact; second, 


_ to pay the owners a fair price, without regard to what they themselves might demand, 


on account of the poupced value resulting from the presence of a foreign army; and, 
third, to require th em as contributions, without paying or engaging to pay therefor, 


Suc, 22, While there is some uncertainty as to the exact limit fixed by the volun- 


tary law of nations to our right to appropriate to our own use the property of an 


enemy, or to subject it-to military contributions, there is no doubt whatever respect- 
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ing its waste and useless destruction. This is forbidden alike by the law of nations and 
the rules of war. But if such destruction is necessary, in order to cripple the opera- 
tions of the enemy, or to insure our own success, it is justifiable. Thus, if we cannot 
bring off a captured vessel, we may sink or burn it in order to prevent its falling into 
the enemy’s hands; but we cannot do this in mere wantonness, We may destroy 
provisions and forage, in order to -cut off the enemy's subsistence; but we cannot 
destroy vines and cut down fruit trees, without being looked upon as savage barba- 
rians. We may demolish fortresses, ramparts, and all structures solely devoted to 
the purposes of war; but, as already stated, we cannot destroy public or private 
edifices of a civil character, temples of religion, and monuments of art, unless their 
destruction should become necessary in the operations of a siege, or in order to prevent 
their affording a lodgment or protection to the enemy. 


VIL. The following laws passed by the last Congress are published | 
for the information of all concerned: . 


AN ACT to prevent and punish frands upon the Government of the United States. Approved 
March 2, 1863. 


Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That any person in the land or naval forcesof the United States, 
or in the militia in actual service of the United States, in time of war, who shall make 
or cause to be made, or present or cause to be presented for payment or approval to 
or by any person or officer in the civil or military service of the United States, any 
claim upon or against the Government of the United States, or any department or 
officer thereof, knowipg such claim to be false, fictitions, or fraudulent; any person 
in such forces or service who shall, for the purpose of obtaining, or aiding in obtaining, 
the approval or payment of such claim, make, use, or cause to be made or used, any 
false bill, receipt, voucher, entry, roll, account, claim, statement, certificate, affidavit, - 
or deposition, knowing the same to contain any false or fraudulent statement or 
entry ; any person in said forces or service who shall make or procure to be made, or 
knowingly advise the making of any false oath to any fact, statement, or certificate, 
voucher or entry, for the purpose of obtaining, or of aiding to obtain, any approval 
or payment of any claim against the United States or any department or officer 
thereof; any person in said forces or service who, for the purpose of obtaining or 
enabling any other person to obtain from the Government of the United States, or 
any department or officer thereof, any payment or allowance, or the approval or 
signatureof any person in the military, naval, or civil service of the United States, 
of or to any false, fraudulent, or fictitious claim, shall forge or counterfeit, or cause 
or procure to be forged or counterfeited, any signature upon any bill, receipt, voucher, 
account, claim, roll, statement, affidavit, or deposition; and any person in said forces _ 
or service who shall utter or use the same as true or genuine, knowing the same to have | 
been forged or counterfeited ; any person in said forces or service who shall enter into 
any agreement, combination, or conspiracy to cheat or defraud the Government of the 
United States, or any department or officer thereof, by obtaining, or aiding and assist- 
ing to obtain, the payment or allowance of any false or fraudulent claim; any person 
in said forces ox service who shall steal, embezzle, or knowingly and willfully misap- 
propriate or apply to his own use or benefit, or who shall wrongfully and knowingly 
sell, convey, or dispose of any ordnance, arms, ammunition, clothing, subsistence 
stores, money, or other property of the United States, furnished or to be used for the 
military or naval service of the United States; any contractor, agent, paymaster, 
quartermaster, or other person whatsoever in said forces or service having charge, 
possession, custody, or control of any money or other public property, used or to be 
used in the military or naval service of the United States, who shall, with intent to 
defraud the United States, or willfully to conceal such money or other property, de- 
liver or cause to be delivered to any other person having authority to receive the same 
any amount of such money or other public property less than that for which he shall 
receive a certificate or receipt; any person in sal d forces or service who is or shall be 
authorized to make or deliver any certificate, voucher, or receipt, or other paper 
certifying the receipt of arms, ammunition, provisions, clothing, or other public 
property so used or to be used, who shall make or deliver the same to any person 
without having full knowledge of the truth of the facts stated therein, and with in- 
tent to cheat, defraud, or injure the United States ; any person in said forces or service 
who shall knowingly purchase or receive, In pledge for any obligation or indebted- 
ness, from any soldier, officer, or other person called into or employed in said forces 
or service, any arms, equipments, ammunition, clothes, or military stores, or other 
public property, such soldier, officer, or other person not having the lawful right to 
pledge or sell the same, shall be deemed guilty of a criminal offense, and shall he 
subject to the rules and regulations made tor the government of the military and 


; y i states, and of the militia whe sd i and employed 
forces of the United States, and of the militia when called into and employe 
a nies ona service of the United States in time of war, and to the provisions of this 
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act. And every person so offending may be arrested and held for trial by a court- 
martial, and if found guilty shall be punished by fine and imprisonment, or such 
other punishment as the court-martial may adjudge, save the punishment of death. 

Src. 2, And be it further enacted, That any person heretofore called or hereafter to 
be called into or employed in such forces or service, who shall‘commit any violation 
of this act and shall afterwards receive his discharge, or be dismissed from the serv- 
ice, shall, notsvithstanding such discharge or dismissal, continue to be liable to be 
‘arrested and held for trial and sentence by a court-martial, in the same manner and 
to the same extent as if he had not received such discharge or been dismissed. 


* ® * *% * & * 


AN ACT for enrolling and calling out the aime ee and for other purposes. Approved March 
3, 2 


* * *% # * * * 


Suc. 21. And be it further enacted, That so much of the fifth section of the act ap- 
proved seventeenth July, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, entitled, “‘An act to amend 
an act calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union,” and so forth, as 
requires the approval of the President to carry into execution the sentence of a court- 
martial, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, as far as relates to carrying into execu- 
tion the sentence of any court-martial against any person convicted as a spy or deserter, 

‘or of mutiny or murder; and hereafter sentences in punishment of these offenses 

-may be carried into execution upon the approval of the commanding general in the - 
field, 

Suc. 22. And be it further enacted,‘ That courts-martial shall have power to sentence 
officers who shall absent themselves from their commands without leave, to be reduced 

ito the ranks to serve three years or during the war. 

SEC. 23. And be it further enacted, That the clothes, arms, military outfits, and ac- 
couterments furnished by the United States to any soldier, shall not be sold, bartered, 
exchanged, pledged, loaned, or given away; and no person not a soldier, or duly au- 
thorized officer of the United States, who has possession of any such clothes, arms, 
military outfits, or accouterments, furnished as aforesaid, and which have been the 
subjects of any such sale, barter, exchange, pledge, loan, or gift, shall have any right, 
title, or interest therein; but the same may be seized and taken wherever found by 
any officer of the United States, civil or military, and shall thereupon be delivered to 
any quartermaster, or other officer authorized to receive the same; and the possession 
of any such clothes, arms, military outfits, or accouterments, by any person not a sol- 
dier or officer of the United States, shall be prima facie evidence of such a sale, barter, 
exchange, pledge, loan, or gift, as aforesaid. 

* # * * * * * 


Src. 27. And be it further enacted, That depositions of witnesses residing beyond the 
limits of the State, Territory, or district in which military courts shall be ordered to 
sit, may be taken in cases not capital by either party, and read in evidence; provided 
he Fame shall be taken upon reasonable notice to the opposite party, and duly authen- 

icated. ; 

Suc. 28. And be it further enacted, That the judge-advocate shall have power to ap- 
point a reporter, whose duty it shall be to record the proceedings of and testimony 
taken before military courts instead of the judge-advocate; and such reporter may 
take down such proceedings and testimony in the first instance in short-hand. The 
reporter shall be sworn or affirmed faithfully to perform his duty before entering upon it. 

SEC. 29, And be it further enacted, That the court shall, for reasonable cause, grant 
a continuance to either party for such time and as often as shall appear to be just: 
Provided, That if the prisoner be in close confinement, the trial shall not be delayed 
for a period longer than sixty days. 

Sec, 30. And be it further enacted, That in time of war, insurrection, or rebellion 
murder, assault and battery with an intent to kill, manslaughter, mahem, wounding 
by shooting or stabbing with an intent to commit murder, robbery, arson, burglary, 
rape, assault and battery with an intent to commit rape, and larceny, shall be pun- 
ishable by the sentence of a general court-martial or military commission, when com- 
mitted by persons who are in the military service of the United States, and subject to 
the articles of war; and the punishments for such offenses shall never be less than 
those inflicted by the laws of the State, Territory, or district in which they may have 
been committed. 

* * * * * * % 


_ SEC. 38. And be it further enacted, That all persons who, in time of war or of rebell- 
ion against the supreme authority of the United States, shall be found lurking or 
acting as spies, in or about any of the fortifications, posts, quarters, or encampments 
of any of the armies of the United States, or elsewhere, shall be triable by a general 
court-martial or military commission, and shall, upon conviction, suffer death. 
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thirty, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, and for the year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hun- 


ea dred. and sixty-three, and for other purposes. Approved March 38, 1863. 
0 * * * x * * * 
" SEC. 25. And be it further enacted, That every judge-advocate of a court-martial or . 


court of inquiry hereafter to be constituted, shall have power to issue the like pro- 
cess to compel witnesses to appear and testify which courts of criminal jurisdiction 
within the State, Territory, or district where such military courts shall be ordered to 
sit may lawfully issue. 


VIII. The laws of war apply equally to all portions of our country 
while war exists, and they will be obeyed in all parts of this depart- 
ment. To secure prompt trial and punishment, district and corps com- 
~ manders will have courts and commissions always ready to act sum- 
_ marily when occasion requires prompt punishment. Courts and com- 


missions may be designated to accompany detached expeditions; the - 


persons composing such courts not to be excused from field duty, except 
when actually trying a cause. When it is expedient, criminals will be 
turned over to the civil tribunals; but civil tribunals must not be used 
to embarrass or prevent military operations. When officers or soldiers 
transegress, they should be reported to superiors, who are required to 
redress wrongs inflicted on loyal and peaceable citizens, by turning the 
transgressor over to civil or military authority. ; s 

1X. Where an oath of allegiance is to be administered by the mili- 
tary authority, the following, and no other form, will be adopted: 

I solemnly swear that I will bear true allegiance to the United States, and support 
and sustain the Constitution and laws thereof; that I will maintain the national 
sovereignty paramount to that of ali State, county, or Confederate powers; that I 
will discourage,discountenance, and forever oppose secession, rebellion, and the disin- 
tegration of the Federal Union; that I disclaim and denounce all faith and fellow- 
ship with the so-called Confederate armies, and pledge my honor, my property, and 
my life to the sacred performance of this my solemn oath of allegiance to the Goy- 
- ernment of the United States of America. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this —— day of , 1863. 

: DESCRIPTION. 

Age, 3 height, ; color of eyes, ; color of hair, 3 character- 
istics, ; 


When a bond is required the following form is prescribed : 


Know all men by these presents, that we, , Of -— , in the county of - 
and State of , as principal, and , as sureties, are held and firmly bound 
unto the United States of America, in the sum of dollars, for the payment of 


which, well and truly to be made, we hereby bind ourselves, our heirs and assigns,. 


- firmly, by these presents. ' Sealed with our seals, and dated this —— day of ———, 
. D. 1863. : 

othe condition of the above obligation is such that whereas the above bounden 

has been arrested on the charge of , and has been discharged from impris- 
upon his ——— and this bond. 

onNow, if the sud shall carefully and truly observe all the terms and condi- 
tions of said , abstain from all words or deeds tending to aid, encourage, or 
promote the existing rebellion against the authority of the United States, or to 
disturb the existing Government of the State of Missouri ; and shall not, directly or in- 
directly, furnish information, arms, money, provisions, or any other commodity what- 
ever to, or hold communication with, any person or. persons engaged in hostilities 
against the Government of the United States or the State of Missouri, then this obli- 
gation is to be void. It is else-to be in full force, » And it is hereby understood and 
agreed that in case said shall be found guilty of violating the conditions of 
this obligation or said by any military commission or tribunal, appointed 
--under orders of the commanding general to try such offenses, then any officer in 
- the military service acting under orders from the department headquarters may seize 


and sell, or otherwise dispose of, any property of the above-named obligors, to an | 


ae fficient to satisfy the amount above named, 
Fore i ; ——. [SHAL.] 


————_ ———.._[SEAL. ] 
—— ——. [SEAL] 


Uniformity in these matters is enjoined. 


* 
i 


AN ACT making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the year ending J une 
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_X. All proceedings of military courts will, as soon as practicable 
after confirmation, or necessary action by the convening authority, be — 
transmitted through intermediate commanders to the judge-advocate at > 


these headquarters. : : 
XI. All newspapers within this department will give one insertion: 
of this order in their columns, and forward a copy, with reasonable bill, 
to the assistant adjutant-general, at these headquarters. 
By command of Major-General Curtis: 
H. Z. CURTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


. [Samnt Lovrs, Mo.,] April 23, 1863. 
General HERRON, Rolla : . 


Send three infantry regiments by earliest trains. Nothing new, but 


want to strengthen Pilot Knob, so as to take the initial with cavalry 


from that point. 


[SAML. R. CURTIS, | 
Major- General. 


Bek [Saint Lovis, Mo.,] April 23, 1863. 
Major McKEE, Cassville: 


‘. | have directed the Fayetteville force to fall back to Springfield. 


~ You will fall back with them as far as Crane Creek, taking a command- 
_.. ing position on this side of the stream. 


[SAML. R. CURTIS,] 
Major-General. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 23, 1863. 
Major-General BLUNT: 
GENERAL: Yours of the 17th instant,* and also your telegram of yes- 


_ terday + concerning armed expeditions in southwestern portions of Kan- 
_ gas, is received. I also received a copy of your order concerning mat- 


ters in the western tier of counties. The instructions go a little further 
than my Orders, 12, as you will perceive, and may do much good without 
your transcending my order in practice. A formidable [move] is made — 
by Marmaduke in the southeastern corner of the State, which I find it 
very difficult to find a competent force to repel. Phillips is entirely too 


far off for support, and I have so telegraphed him. J am ordered to 


especially avoid remote Arkansas movements at present, and if Fay-— 
etteville forces had been overpowered somebody would have been se- 
verely reproached. The troops that properiy belong to the Army of 
the Irontier must come under the command of General Herron as a 


necessary movable force, to be kept as a reserve, not to be used to gar- 


rison posts. The temporary use in your command cannot be delayed 
as I need that army strengthened for immediate repulse of rebels now | 
mustering in Arkansas and moving north. A considerable emigration is _ 
preparing to go to the mines. This is to be expected as the result of new 
gold discoveries, and the disorder and conscript laws which will be more 
active in the settlements. I fear, as you do, that such gathering may be 
somewhat disloyal, and they may commit some thefts and other villainies. 


_ Still, [do not believe the matter connected with the Knights of the Golden: 


* Seo p. 223, t See p. 234. 
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_ Cirele, so as to make a formidable matter of it. However this may be, — 
_ we have too much to bear from organized, armed, and equipped rebel 
____ forces now to allow our forces to range far from central positions, where 
succor can be certain, and effective resistance secured. Phillips must 
come back, and, I think, Harrison also, at least until they can be more 
fully equipped, and a reserve force is more completely massed in a cen-. _ 
_ tral position. It is very difficult to supply a mass of troops anywhere — 
_ except on some of our railroads, and, therefore, Rolla and Sedalia must =” 
be important places to gather forces. I am particularly anxions to get. 
the two or three regiments sent away from the First Division of the 
Army of the Frontier, and General Ewing was specially directed to col- 
lect what he had helped to scatter of the division. Itis also necessary, 
in order that I may carry out my agreement to favor Colonel Cloud’s —* 
regiment going west, as I promised you and General Loan I would:do.- 
' Iam embarrassed, of course, by the great demands which I have had | ‘s 
to fill in sending troops to Generals Grant and Rosecrans, but I shall 
try to do all in my power to preserve the peace of all parts of the de- 
partment when Vicksburg is taken, and I shall hope to have help from | 
3 that quarter. In the mean time we must keep closer within our cir- 
"  cumference. 
Very truly, yours, . 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
: Saint Louis, Mo., April 23, 1863. 
His Excellency Gov. HAMILTON R. GAMBLE: 

I desire to strengthen my forces on the Southwestern Branch Rail- 
road, and also on the Iron Mountain road. <A formidable rebel force 
has entered Southeastern Missouri, which must be immediately repelled. 
I desire you to call out three or four regiments of Enrolled Militia on_ 
each of these roads for thirty days’ service, and that three regiments 
may be added to the strength of this city. 

I have the honor to be, Governor, your obedient servant, 
SAML, R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


rx 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 23, 1863. 
General HERRON, olla: 
Remain at Daylight. McNeilis safeat Cape Girardeau. The enemy, 
it seems to me, must fall back from Fredericktown, as I have pretty 


strong forces on two sides of him. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., April 23, 1863. 
General HERRON: 
The enemy seems to have moved east from Patterson. Halt your 
- columns, and have three regiments of infantry at railroad ready to 
" move, with only camp equipment. Nothing from Vandever. 
~ CURTIS, 
' Major-General. 
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SPRINGFIELD, Mo., April 23, 1863. 
Maj. H. Z. CuRTIS, oe 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis : ( 


Major Eno, commanding at Newtonia, reports having surprised an 
broken up two rebel camps within the last week, killing 8, wounding 
10, and capturing 15 horses and mules, and scattering the guerrillas in 
every direction. 

Respectfully, &c., 
W. F. CLOUD, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


. Wark DEPARTMENT, 
f Washington, April 23, 1863—2.40 p. m. 


Major-General CurTIS, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


All exchanges must be made under the cartel. Only two modes are 

provided, one by delivery at the points named and the other at the 

points agreed upon in the field. Exchange requires actual delivery 

across the lines. If necessary to act in Illinois, along the Mississippi 

River, you will do so without regard to department lines. 

: H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


FAYETTEVILLE, ARK., April 23, 1863. 
General CURTIS: 


Can we be re-enforced, and that immediately? We can never hold 
this place without artillery and horses. There is no use in disguising 
the fact. Last night I was positive that Cabell and the Fort Smith In- 
dians had combined to attack me at daylight. My men stood under arms 
from midnight until after sunrise. Such an attack is brewing, and will 
come in force in afew days. We have no stores here; we have nothing 
to eat, and cannot get our trains, with good luck, till the 28th. Must 
we starve, and then have all the conscripts surrender to an overwhelm- 
ing force, that will shoot them as deserters? We haul forage 45 miles, 
and weaken our command by large escorts. We cah make no recon- 
‘naissances nor scouts for want of horses, and could not protect our rear 
and flanks inaretreat. The enemy are splendidly mounted. The men 
are brave, and have achieved a splendid victory, but we must have 
help or fall back. Answer immediately what I shall do. Colonel Phil- 
lips is about 90 miles from here, and of no use to us in case of an attack 
from Fort Smith. I should have to face the enemy’s artillery all the 
way to get there. 

M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


General ASBOTH: 


I will dispatch the first gunboat at my disposal to Cape Girardeau. 


S. L. PHELPS, 
Lieutenant-Commander of Station, pro tempore. 


CAIRO, April 23, 1863. ~ 
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; A Rouua, April 24, 1863. 
Major-General Curtis, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Colonel Cloud telegraphs me that one of my scouts has just arrived | 
at Springfield from Batesville. He left Batesville on the 19th. There 
was but one company of rebel cavalry at that place, with all the trans- 
portation belonging to Marmaduke’s forces. The understanding there 
was that Marmaduke had 10,000 men and moved north to Pilot Knob. 
The forces at Cotton Plant were moving up Saint Francis River. Price ~ 
still at Little Rock. 

F. J. HERRON, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN BRIGADE, 
Fort Gibson, C. N., April 24, 1863. 

Major-General BLUNT: 

Str: Lhave just received your dispatches of the 20th instant; also 
General Curtis’ dispatches of same date. 

Your dispatches direct me to do just precisely what I have done. 
General Curtis seems to intimate that I should not have left Arkansas, © 
which I had to do under your orders. His orders in this dispatch are 


' to move back to Arkansas, or move Harrison toward me. As I cannot 


go toward Fayetteville without disobeying your orders and injuring the 
Indian command, and prejudicing the Government interests in the 
Nation vitally, I ordered Colonel Harrison to proceed toward the 
Nation, to the prairie near Hildebrand’s Mill, where there will be 
grass for his stock, and where I can support him. I design keeping 
this post, where there is a strong fortification that will be in good shape 
in a few days. I will also keep a command at Park Hill to watch to- 


ward Evansville. We have so far driven them back both in Western ~* 


Arkansas and the Indian Territory. Colonel Harrison has no horses; 
ponies are run down and grass-fed. AsIhave orders from two sources, 
and as Colonel Harrison seems to get orders occasionally from other 
quarters, and his supplies and position have been placed beyond my 
control, my situation has been very embarrassing. I ordered him to - 
move once before, but failed. If 1 am to be accountable for it, I must 
control its movements. The enemy are making terrible efforts to re- 


~ organize their force. 


'Had I not been here, this country would have been overrun, as the 
grass maintains stock. If I leave it, it will be overrun again, and the 
families sent in here by the Government plundered and ruined. 

In order to save Fayetteville, 1 ordered Colonel Harrison to join me 
in an attack on the enemy on the river, that lately attacked him. He 
refused to, or could not move his command. If I had insisted on moving 
him, he would merely have furnished me a handful. I feel delighted 
that he has repulsed Cabell. It was well done. My first report was 
he was taken in. I had ordered him to throw up earthworks, so as to 
guard against a cavalry raid, and fall back on me if a solid force threat- 
ened him. Ido not see what else I could have done with him. If I get 
him off in the field, and away from Fayetteville, I think that command 
will be in better shape. 

Steele is at Fort Smith with Colonel Watie’s men, Bryan’s and 


~ Cooper’s. Cooper in person is at Scullyville. The enemy have a force 


at Webber’s Falls again, south side. The rebel Creeks and some Tex- 
ans are at North Fork, but it is reported that all the rebel force under 
Cooper and Steele, with some Texans they have, will be concentrated 
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Maj. Gen. James G. Biunt, 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALueck, General-in-Chief : 


over the river. IfT get Colonel Harrison’s cominand with mine, we can 


take care of Cabell, Steele, Cooper, and all, unless Price re-enforces them. 


He must bring a heavier force than I think he can bring for a month 
to come, to drive us back. I do notknow what the condition of Colonel 
Harrison’s supplies are. When I order him to move, [ will direct that 
his commissary trains be sent from Springfield (from which their sup- 


plies, I have been informed, are to come), via Newtonia, Maysville, 


Hildebrand’s, &c.; a little farther than Fayetteville, but-not very much. 
1 want to know whether their transportation will warrant mein moving 


them this way. I would rather concentrate our forces at a point near ° | 


the line, about Evansville, for instance, leaving a garrison in the fort 


~ here when I complete it. 


The Creeks urge that they have been promised to get back to their 
Nation. Lieutenant-Colonel Dole thinks moving them from here would 
have a bad effect. I have no doubt but taking them to Arkansas would 
be very difficult. 

- This Indian command and the Government’s interests here involve 
many delicate questions, as you are well aware, requiring prudent man- 
agement. Ido not fear keeping it in shape, but I beg of you to con- 
sider the pressing embarrassments that surround it, and the difficulty 
or impossibility of my keeping this command in Arkansas, until I have 
secured some degree of safety for the people brought in here. 
I am, with respect, 
W. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., April 25, 1863. 


‘Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 


General McNeil telegraphs from Cape Girardeau that he expects an 


_ attack to-day. Is approached by two forces—one from the west (Mar- 


maduke’s) and one from the south (Burbridge’s), the latter force 8,000 
strong. Our force about 3,000. Iwish you could send some re-enforce- 
ments from other departments. Immediate answer requested. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 25, 1863—1 p. m. 


Last night rebels attacked Scott Bridge and cut the wires this side of 
Pilot Knob. _ Were repulsed. They also appear on river bank this side 
of Cape Girardeau. I have forces at both places, but not strong enough 
to attack Marmaduke, who is near Fredericktown in foree. Am trying 
to raise militia to help drive them back. Can I issue clothing and guns 
when the Governor thinks it necessary, to induce them to take the field? 

; SAML. R. CURTIS, 
_ Major-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Scott, Kans., April 25, 1863. 


Commanding District of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 


the 22d instant, directing me to send all the mounted forces of Fort 
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Scott that can be spared to Humboldt and points west and south of that. 


place. 

I received also, a few days since, a dispatch from Captain Doudna, 
and a letter from Mr. Thurston, of Humboldt, asking for assistance and 
re-enforcements. The tenor of these letters showed considerable alarm, 
but upon questioning the express messenger I was inclined to think that © 
perhaps their apprehensions had somewhat exaggerated the danger, as 
but 6 or 7 persons had been seen, and they seemed to be engaged in a 
sort of stealing and robbing expedition. But whether the danger was 
imminent or not, I could not render any assistance. Of the three cavalry — 
companies stationed here, I could only raise about 130 or 140 mounted 


_ nen as an escort to the train. I started to Colonel Phillips on the Sth 


instant, and the escort was not as large as it should have been, espe- 
cially in view of the fact, now shown, that the train will have to go to 
Fort Gibson. I have not a mounted man left. I tried to mount 3 men 
to send out for deserters, a few days since, but could not get horses. 
There is, to be sure, Captain Stevens’ company at Morris’ Mill, on Dry- 
wood, numbering some 50 or 60 men for duty, but that is such an im- 
portant outpost that Ido not think it safe to weaken or break it up. 
They also are short of horses, and cannot mount probably more than 


40 men. They are all that could be sent, and they cannot be spared. 


I trust you will let me know your wishes in the matter as soon as pos- 
sible; meantime hold me blameless in not sending off this company until 
I know you certainly desire it. Lincloseto you a letter*.from Dr. Dodge, 
who resides on the Osage, near McNeil’s. It, seems to me that a com- 
pany of the Ninth in that region would do good service, not only to the 
loyal citizens there, but to the troops elsewhere, in the information they 
would be able to furnish of the movements of the wandering bands of 
bushwhackers that infest the border. Major Henning promised me he 
would urge upon your favorable consideration the importance of increas- | 
ing the cavalry force at this post. Itis utterly insufficient for present 
purposes. Last summer the headquarters of the department were here, 
and the enemy was concentrating for a decisive blow against your entire 


‘force. Now he is demoralized and scattered, he will split up his forces | 


- 
eae ee - 


into small bands, and as there is nothing here but the garrison, it will be 
impossible to give such protection as should be given to exposed citizens 
without additional force. We should have at Jeast three or four Mis- 
souri companies of cavalry. ‘Two should be constantly engaged in scat- 
tering, for as soon as the leaves are out the bushwhackers will be swarm- 
ing through the country. I do hope you will think of this matter favor- 
ably, and let me have the additions as soon as practicable. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
CHAS. W. BLATR, 
Major Second Kansas Cavalry Volunteers, Commanding Post. 


. Saint Louts, Mo., April 25, 1863. 
General HERRON: 
The enemy is reported close on Cape Girardeau. Can your force be 
moved by rail to this place quickly? Is it near the depot? 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


*Not found. 


_ H. W. HALLECcK, 
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Bite eid Saint Louis, Mo., April 25, 1863. 
General HERRON: ; 

Have. things ready to guard railroad well. Where is Weer? Part 
of the First had better keep on the Springfield road or come to Rolla. 
I dare not weaken Rolla till I hear more of reported force coming up 
between Black and Current Rivers. Vandever has moved from Pilot’ 
Knob to attack rebels in Fredericktown. All quiet in other parts of 


~ the State. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


‘ 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] 
April 25, 1863. 
General BUFORD, Cairo: 

There are rebels on river bank trying to capture boats. It would be 
better to have boats armed, or let them be escorted by gunboat, if — 
Captain Peunock, U.S. Navy, can furnish one. 

[SAML. R. CURTIS, | 
Major-General. 


ee Carro, April 25, 1863. 
General ASBOTH, Columbus, Ky. : 

General McNeil, at Cape Girardeau, telegraphs to the naval com- 
‘mander here to send him a gunboat. He expects to be attacked to-day. 
If the rebels capture a steamboat, they might make a raid into Lllinois. 

N. B. BUFORD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


——_ 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] 
‘April 25, 1863. 


General-in-Chie/, Washington, D. O.: 

_ Lsent re-enforcements to McNeil last night, and the naval commander 
at Cairo sent two gunboats, which I suppose arrived there in the night. 
At 2 this morning General McNeil received, by flag of truce, a demand 
for a surrender in half an hour, signed by order of General Sterling 
Price, which was declined. It has been said Price was coming up, but 
I doubt his being present. 

11 O’CLOCK. 


[SAML. R. CURTIS,] 
Major-General. 


Firing just commenced. 


| APRIL 25, 1863.> 
General DAVIDSON: 


General Vandever has left here with all the available force. Colonel 
Glover has gone with him. 
JOHN F. TYLER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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3% } APRIL 25, 1863. 
+ General DAvripson: . ig 
My strength is as follows: Twenty-third Missouri, 140; Thirty-fourth 
_ towa, 240; Twenty-fourth Missouri, 74; First Missouri State Militia, 
125. Ican turn out about 100 men from the different cavalry regiments 
- left behind. The rest of the Twenty-fourth Missouri Volunteers ison 
_ the railroad mutineers; [?] 56 with my cannon. Colonel Whitely tele- - 
; graphs from Mineral Point there are 200 rebels near Caledonia. Major 
_  SBarnes says the rebels have retreated toward Dallas. They may go ~ 
_ around toward Bangor and come back on me. Fiske, 
i, JOHN F. TYLER, 
5 Colonel, Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., April 25, 1863. 
General BLUNT: 

Send the Colorado troops by rail to this place. Marmaduke is near 
Cape Girardeau; expected to attack General McNeil to-day. All quiet 
in other parts of the country; but the road between Cassville and Fay- 
etteville is infested with guerrillas watching for a train, which we will 
not send, as Harrison will fall back. 

. SAML, hk. CURTIS, 


Major-General. 


RoOuuA, Mo., April 25,1863. — * 

General CURTIS: . Uk 
Lhave only two regiments of infantry and one battery left. Can have 
them ready to move in three hours, if cars are here.’ My First Division 
- is in the southwest. I would like to go down there with the balance of 
my command and try Marmaduke, Will see about the cars. Answer. 

F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. | 


HEADQUARTERS SAINT LOUIS DISTRICT, 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 25, 1863. 
Colonel CALLENDER, 
Commanding Arsenal, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
COLONEL: I am directed by the general commanding district to no- - 
tify you that I take command of the troops going to re-enforce Cape 
Girardeau, and that you will, without delay, ship the regiment you send 
from the arsenal on board of steamer conveying this letter to you, and 
now lying at the wharf of the arsenal. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. BR. LIVINGSTON, | 
Colonel First Regiment Nebraska Infantry, 
Commanding Troops en route to Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
. Saint Louis, Mo., April 25, 1863. 
-Major-General HERRON: 
General Vandever has arrived'at Fredericktown. Marmaduke left 
there last’ night and went toward Cape Girardeau. Vandever will 
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- move after him in the morning. MeNeil reports from Cape Girardeau — 
that the enemy are within 12 miles—on two roads. [He is ready for 
them. Gunboats assist him. Colonel Glover, Third Missouri Cavalry, 
is with Vandever. 
Respectfully, 
L. O'REILLY. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE I‘RONTIER, 
J ee ' Rolla, Mo., April 25, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS EWING, Jr., 

Leavenworth, Kans. : 


You are hereby assigned to command of the First Division, Army of 


. the Frontier. Colonel Weer, with his portion of the division, is at 


Houston, in this State. You will at once move that portion of the com- 
mand now at Fort Scott to Houston, taking a route north of Spring- 
field to secure forage. I have ordered the paymaster to meet you at. 
Houston. Leave a detail of cavalry to accompany Allen’s battery, and 
issue orders for its completion at the earliest possible time. Take with 
you twenty days’ rations from Fort Scott, and have all unnecessary bag- 
_ gage. left. Important movements are on foot, and require quick action 
on our part. .Answer. 
F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpqrs. First DIvVIsIon, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 

‘ Camp near Bloomington, Mo., April 25, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON, ; 
_ Commanding Army of the Frontier : 

Sir: Treached here to-day with all the command that was at Forsyth, 
except a portion of the cavalry, which I expect to find at Hartville to- 
morrow. I would have made greater progress to-day, but a heavy rain 
came up this morning, which made the roads almost impassable. Some 
of my wagons will not get up to-night. I propose to camp at Hart- 
ville to-morrow night, and will push on to Houston as rapidly as possi- 
ble. I have thus far been able to get forage by.dragging it from under 
beds and other hiding places. Though my animals, from so much con- 
tinuous service, are losing flesh fast, I shall have to rely, L presume, 
chiefly on grass for subsistence. The horses of the Twenty-fifth Ohio 
Battery are failing fast; they are part of the unserviceable lot sent from 
Saint Louis a few weeks ago, and are utterly worthless for that kind of 
service. It would be a public benefit if substitutes could be found for 
them. Otherwise, with some slight repairs and outfitting, the battery 
would be very efficient. 

The. Nineteenth Iowa are in great need of shoes, and the Third Wis- 
consin Cavalry of clothing. It is generally understood that at Houston 
we rid ourselves of a vast amount of baggage, including tents. This 
will give a great abundance of transportation. JI presume, and have 
_ so said, that all the surplus baggage will be sent to Rolla from Hous- 
ton, and the necessary quartermaster stores received from there. 
Allow me, general, to again call your attention to the question of pay. 
The Nineteenth lowa, Twenty-fifth Ohio Battery, and Ninth Wisconsin 
have not yet been paid. The latter has been eight months without pay, 
and they are receiving accounts from Wisconsin of suffering in their 
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families for wantof it. Necessity drove us from Forsyth ; the paymaster 


present. The men expected to be paid at Springfield, but the want of 
forage there (Colonel Cloud ordered his quartermaster not to farnish 
me any) compelled a hasty departure from there. It is difficult to get 


men to be reconciled with what to them appears a running away from | ; 


the paymaster. Ihave assured them, upon the faith of your telegraphic 
dispatch, that they will be paid at Houston. There is still, however, 
some murmuring, aggravated, no doubt, from the fact that they have for 
two days been marching in rain and mud; and to-morrow, before start- 


ing, l propose to talk to them, collectively, upon the matter, renewing the 2 


assurance above mentioned. Major Jones, senior paymaster at Spring- 
field, informed me that his subordinate paymasters have plenty of money; 
that Major Adams, who had commenced the payment at Forsyth, could 


as well go with us as not; that he had force enough without him to 


settle with the troops in that district; but he felt unauthorized to send 
Major Adams with us, as we were going into another district. He re- 
marked that a telegraphic order from Major Brown, at Saint Louis, 
would remove the difficulty. Allow me to beg you, general, to obtain 


' this, so that we may meet the paymaster and a mustering officer at 
Houston. We will hardly reach there before some time on the 28th. — 


The men paid, I would have a thoroughly satisfied command, and cer- 
tainly this part of the division deserves some extra attention, as they 
have had no rest since the battle of Prairie Grove. J have heard noth- 
ing as yet from the troops near Fort Scott, but presume they are on the 
way. They, no doubt, will be looking for payment. 

Nothing is known on my route thus far as to the enemy. Thieving 
bands have been through this country, among others Quantrill and 
some 30 men. 


Upon reaching Houston, I will, if you have no objections, call upon 


you at Salem. 
A small advance of my cavalry occupy Hartville to-night. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WEER, 


Colonel, Commanding.  — 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] 
April 26, 1863, 
H. W. HALLEcK, . 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 


Dispatch received from General McNeil, dated 12 m. Two gunboats — 
had arrived; our troops in good spirits. General Vandever left Fred- — 


ericktown this morning with strong cavalry force to attack rebels in 
rear. Fifty miles to go, but will travel night and day. The firing heard 
at telegraph station (Jonesborough) has just ceased. 
[SAML, h. CURTIS, ] 
Major-General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, | 
April 26, 1863. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
~  General-in-Ohief, Washington, D. C.: 
General McNeil telegraphs, 2 p. m., from Cape Girardeau, that the 
enemy had ceased firing, and seem to be changing position to renew the 
attack, Some of my re-entorcements had arrived safely by steamers, 
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There has been no further firing heard at railroad station. . Every mo- 
ment admits of Vandever’s nearer approach, near the enemy’s rear, and 


our troops are behaving well. 
[SAML. R. CURTIS, | 


Major- General. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, ] 
April 26, 1863. 
H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

- Another dispatch from Cape Girardeau to General Davidson, just 
received, asks the whereabouts of General Vandever, preparatory to a 
sortie. The repulse of rebels seems complete, as there is no new attack. 
Our long-range guns made great havoc in the rebel lines. Our loss is 
only 20 killed and wounded. The enemy may take advantage of the 
darkness to retreat before Vandever’s cavalry arrives. So far we claim 


a decided victory. SAML. R. CURTIS,] 
; [ A A 5 4 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 26, 1863—11 a. m. 
Major-General CuRTIS, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

No troops from other departments can be sent. You are stronger, in 
proportion to the enemy, than any other general in the field. You keep 
your forces too much scattered. Concentrate them upon the enemy, and 
_ you will have nothing to fear. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


im Saint Lovis, Mo., April 26, 1863. 
Major-General HERRON: 


Information just received from Pilot Knob that 300 rebels crossed the 
Iron Mountain Railroad last night, moving toward the Pacific Railroad. 
I will look out from here to Franklin. Can your troops, general, look 
out from Rolla to Franklin? Iam pushed for men for the ordinary de- 
tail of the prison guards. 

Respectfully, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
a Brigadier- General. 


SarntT Louis, Mo., April 26, 1863. 
Maj. WILLIAM HyDE CLARK: 

Arrived here at 4 o’clock. Send order to General Orme to start out 
two detachments of cavalry, 50 men each, to scour the country south 
of the railroad. Have them go at once. Marmaduke has attacked Me- 
Neil at Cape Girardeau; fighting going on to-day. Vandever is moving 
up rapidly to attack Marmaduke in the rear. I instruct Orme to keep 
his men on the alert. : 

F. J. HERRON, © 
Major-General. 
(Sent by Major Clark to General Orme, same date.) 


ROLLA, Mo., Apr 26, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM Wawe: 


En route to Houston, Springfield, Mo. : 


_ Move on from Houston to Salem, keeping your cavalry well out on 


your flanks. Inform me by-messenger of your progress. 
F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 26, 1863. 
Major-General PoPE, Milwaukee, Wis. : 
No orders have been issued from here countermanding the movement 
of the Nebraska cavalry, aivhoush several times asked for. 
H. W. HALLEOCK, 
* General- in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 27, 1863—4. ot Be m. 


Major-General Curtis, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Island No. 10 does not command the channel of the river opposite 
New Madrid. It is distant some 10 miles. If the enemy should make 


alodgment at New Madrid, and establish a battery, he would cut oft 


General Grant’s supplies until we could retake the place. It should 


not be given up. H. W. HALLECK 
 * “General-in- Chief. 


[DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,] 
April 27, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. Gn: 


_ General Vandever came on the enemy’s rear near Cape Girardeau last 


night and routed him, taking a large number of prisoners, horses, arms, 


&e. The enemy retreated toward Bloomfield i in great disorder, pursued 
by the victorious and combined forces of Generals Vandever and MeNeil. 
I have telegraphed General Asboth, at Columbus, asking him to strike 
a blow through New Madrid, to prevent or embarrass their escape. 
[SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major- General.] 


—— 


Samnt Louis, Mo., April 27, 1863. 
General ASBOTH: 

If you can send force to Chalk Bluff, via New Madrid, you may take 
Marmaduke in flank, or cut off his retreat. Some artiller y and cavalry 
would be necessary. The Little River Swamp would be the proper base 
to hold, while light troops act toward Chalk Bluff. New Madrid in- 


fantry will co- operate.* 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 


Major-General. 


* See Buford to McNeil, April 28, p. 259. 
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HEADQUARTERS, | 
. Saint Louis, Mo., April 27, 1863. - 
General ASBOTH : 
My troops have routed the rebels near Cape Girardeau, and they 


retreated toward Chalk Bluff. Even a small additional force at New 
‘Madrid would admit of a successful move from that point. There is 


somé trouble crossing Little River, but this makes it safe if the enemy 
goes down on the west side of Little River. 
ny : SAML. BR. CURTIS, 


Major-General. 


. 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN BRIGADE, 
Fort Gibson, CO. N., April 27, 1863. 


Dispatches of the 20th are received. Have received orders from Gen- 
eral Curtis to move toward Harrison or move himtome. Ihave ordered 


him to: Hildebrand’s, 36 miles west of Fayetteville; good grass there 


for his stock. I move on the enemy to-night, as they have a force at 
Webber’s Falls. If I abandon Fort Gibson, I cannot recruit the two 


“regiments. Recruits are coming in. I am erecting a strong earthwork 


here, including a strong and large commissary building. In a week it 
will be almost impregnable. It is constructed on scientific principles, 
and as soon as it is in shape I purpose moving toward the line near 
Evansville, taking the Arkansas men with me. I beg of yeu to urge on 


General Curtis the ruin that will ensue to the Indians just taken into . 


the Nation. If I cannot protect them, the failure to do so wiil seriously 


injure the Indian commander. 


Slot [Steele?] and Ewing are south of the river; the former was at 
Fort Smith and latter at Steelville. It is reported that they are with the 
forces at Webber’s Falls.. I have sent scouts down to Ozark and Clarks- 
ville; also south of the river. I have ordered Colonel Harrison’s sup- 


plies to be sent from Springfield, via Newtonia and Maysville, to Hilde- 
‘brand’s, and desire that he be supplied, so as to be kept near me. I 


believe that the enemy are reorganizing their forces rather than bringing 
new troops. These dispositions suggest themselves as best. If Price 
comes in force, I shali fall back on my supplies by the Grand River ; 
above there is good grass. If you approve, will you see that I am sus- 
tained in Colonel Harrison’s supplies and my own? The train started 
four days ago for Fort Scott, by Grand River. It is indispensable that 
it should stop only one day at Fort Scott. It was not half.a day here. 
We are on half rations. 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Lowis, Mo., April 27, 1863. 
Hon. IsaAac.H. STURGEON, 
President of New Mexico Railroad: 
My DEAR SiR: I am in receipt of yours of the 26th, inclosing a letter 
from a director of your road, living at Danville, concerning the dangers 
apprehended to your line. I have immediately notified my officers, who 


~ will do all in their power. Jam not strong enough to guard all points 


as I would like to do, and I am greatly annoyed by efforts made at 


Washington to represent that I need no Federal force in the State, or 
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that it should all be massed at some certain point of attack, which, of 
course, no man knows. The idea has been that the Enrolled Missouri ~ 
Militia could always answer the purpose, and I will refer your letter to 
_ the Governor, to show the matter of militia being unarmed, as your - 
_ friend states, operating as a: dangerous arrangement. The fact is, the 
Enrolled Missouri Militia will go to the corn-fields instead of remote 
battle-fields, which they think others may attend to; and when they 
get no pay, and know the needy condition of their families, how can we 
expect them to turn out promptly? Iam doing allI can to keep every . 
point quiet, and will especially try to protect the railroad bridges. 


I am, my dear sir, very truly, 
[SAML. R. CURTIS,] 
Major-General. 


ForT LEAVENWORTH, Kans., April 27, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON, 
Commanding, Rolla: 

* Will march Friday morning next. Battery, under escort, will leave 
here Thursday morning, and meet me about Andersonville, Dallas 
County, Missouri. Could not march earlier without being crippled for 
want of mules, purchased and just being sent from here for brigade and 


regimental trains. 
: THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


CoLumBUs, Ky., April 27, 1863. 
- Lient. Col. HENRY BINMORE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Memphis, Tenn. : 

At the urgent solicitation of Brig. Gen. John McNeil, commanding at 
Cape Girardeau, I have this morning sent him two regiments of infantry, 
a section of artillery, and 100,000 rounds of ammunition for his com- 
mand, with directions to send back the troops as soon as re-enforced by, 
Brigadier-General Vandever, which he expected to-day. General Mc- 
Neil wrote me that he had been attacked by Marmaduke with four bri- 
gades (8,000 men), and repulsed him, but would be attacked again. As 
my troops here were all provided with condemned arms, I considered it 
necessary to take from a large lot of good arms on steamer Bostona, 
No. 2, consigned to Captain Harper, Memphis, 3,000 Enfield rifled mus- 
kets, as alluded to in yesterday’s telegram, and had my explanatory 
report ready to send by Bostona, but she left from the lower depot with- 
out orders or permission. 


Th t will be sent by first boat. 
per ny 4 ASBOTH. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, ; 

. Camp at Hartville, Mo., April 27, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON, _ 
Commanding Army of the Frontier : 

A dispatch from you, via Springfield, has been received late this 
evening. I have beew detained by rain, mud, and high water. I have 
spent nearly all day crossing the Gasconade at this point, which is very 
high. Some of my wagons are twenty-four hours behind. The roads 
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over the Ozark dividing ridge were almost impassable. JI have at this — 
moment crossed over the Gasconade the Nineteenth Iowa and train, the 
\Twenty-fifth Ohio Battery and train, and will spend the night in cross- 
. ing troops and trains as fast as they arrive. I shall move the head of 
the column early to-morrow toward Houston, from its camping place 
some 3 miles east of here, All the serviceable cavalry will be sent by 
way of Mountain Store, or Montreal, to Houston. They will start in 
» the morning. I will march to Salem as rapidly as possible. t 
I sent a communication to you yesterday by messenger, and accom- 
panying this goes a small party who will occupy Houston to-morrow 
morning. Saving the bad roads, high water, and the bad condition of 
our animals, we are getting along well. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


Fort Gipson, C. N., April 27, 1863. 
Major-General CURTIS: 
Your telegram of 20th instant just received from Cassville.* In obedi- 


ence, have ordered Colonel Harrison to move west to Hildebrand’s Mill, 


where I have a post and can support him, and he have grass for his 
stock. I directed him that his supply trains go, via Springfield, New- 
tonia, and Maysville, to Hildebrand’s Mill at present, so as to be as little 
exposed as possible. My own trains go up Grand River, through good 
grass and road, which is my retreat if hard pressed. Under orders from 
General Blunt, I moved into the Nation to defend the refugee families 
sent in; if I was not here they could be overrun. I ordered Colonel 
Harrison, when I received my first instructions from General Blunt, to 
throw up earthworks to resist a cavalry raid, and move west toward 
me if he was threatened with a heavy force. I received a dispatch from 
General Blunt with yours, ordering me to reconnoiter the enemy and 
learn his movements over the river on my front. I desire to apprise 
you of the embarrassment of the Indian command, and the bad effect 
-on the whole Indian command and the country a movement into Arkan- 
sas would cause, leaving the families just brought in here to the mercy 
of Cooper, Steele, and Stand Watie. Colonel Harrison has repulsed the 
enemy gallantly. Inever would have asked the separation of my com- 
mene if I had understood that I controlled its position or line of sup- 
plies. 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


[SArnT Louis, Mo.,] April 28, 1863. 
[Maj. Gen.] H. W. HALiEck, 
General-in- Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

Generals Vandever and McNeil united in pursuit of rebels yesterday. | 
Firing was heard from 10 to3 p.m. The rebels destroyed bridge after 
crossing White River, and retreated pell-mell beyond. Bridge was being 
repaired for farther pursuit. They move west from New Madrid to in- 
tercept retreat, going forward. No further particulars. 

SAML, BR. CURTIS, 
Major-General. — 


See p. 230) aay an ORs 
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Sarnr Louis, Mo., April 28, 1863—9 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, Ss Ane t 
| General-in- Chief : . 7 
Part of the Second Artillery prove to be Reserve Corps, and claim 
- benefit of orders in regard to such troops. They have refused duty on 
this claim, and are worthless. I ordered a court of inquiry, which de- 
cided thy matter on proof, and have ordered their muster-out, pursuant ‘ 
to orders concerning such Reserve Corps. I have induced them to do 
duty during present troubles, and can rescind the order if you desire it. _ 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Ayah 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, Ill., April 28, 1863—5 p.m. 
General McNEI, 
Commanding, Cape Girardeau : 


Sir: General Asboth telegraphs me, at 2.30 this p. m., that he sent 
last night six companies of cavalry to New Madrid, to march thence in 
the-direction of Cape Girardeau, to intercept the enemy and co-operate 
with you. At 2.30 he heard cannonading. He desires me to send you 

_ this information by special messenger. His telegram reached me at 5 
» p.m. I instantly sent a dispatch boat with Lieut. J. H. Livingston to 
‘deliver this to you or the commanding officer at Oape Girardeau, ree 
questing the latter, if you are absent, to take the steps the information 
suggests. \ . 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
: N. B. BUFORD, 
5 : Brigadier-General, Commanding.. 


\ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, oe 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 28, 1863. ~ 


His Excellency HAMILTON R. GAMBLE, Governor: 


A Mr. James H. Robinson, director North Missouri Railroad, expresses — 
great [fear of] an attack on that road. He says the Enrolled Missouri | 
Militia, recently relieved, should be again called out to do duty, and 
says at least four companies in Montgomery may be considered strictly 
loyal. He writes from Danville: . 

I have called special attention of United States forces to the railroad, but General 
McKean says he is hard pressed, with guerrilla symptoms in the district everywhere, 


and has not sufficient force to do much. He will do all he can to prevent the rising 
of rebels, which we may still apprehend when force and fear are withdrawn from 


rebel communities. 

I hope Your Excellency will exercise a liberal discretion in aid of the 
Government, and keep me advised of just what military force is held by 
you at any and all times, so I can dispose of other forces to the best 
possible advantage. : 5 

I have apprehended much difficulty in keeping the Enrolled Missouri 
Militia in the field during the season of planting, and I still consider it 
very uncertain as to how many you may be able to command at a given 
time and place. To meet such attacks as we have repulsed in Southeast- 
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-- ern Missouri the best possible efforts have been made, as I know, on the 

present occasion, and exact results are desired so we will know what to 

_ depend upon if another occasion arises. We are all interested in exactly 

knowing our available strength, a matter that a soldier studies with the 

deepest anxiety. Casual observers generally take the apparent or prob- 

~ able force for the certainly available, but I have all my life had much to 

~ do with volunteers, and understand better than most persons the differ- 
ence between these items of power. 

I have the honor to be, Governor, with great respect, Your Excel- 


- lency’s obedient servant, 
. [SAML. R. CURTIS,] 
Major-General. 


~WAR DEPARTMENT, 
@ Washington, April 28, 1863. 
Major-General PoPE, Milwaukee, Wis. : 


' General Curtis reported that he had ordered the Nebraska cavalry to 
report at Sioux City. The Governor of Nebraska telegraphed that they 
had received the order and were moving. He twice begged to have the 

- order countermanded, which I refused. : 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
Port Leavenworth, Kans., April 29, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


GENERAL: The Third Colorado left last evening for Saint Louis. 
General Ewing left yesterday for Fort Scott, to move with the First 
Division to Houston, in obedience to an order from General Herron. 

~ This leaves me entirely destitute of troops, except the Ninth Kansas 
(which also belongs to the Army of the Frontier). They are now doing 
duty on the border, and will be insufficient for the purposes there when 
Colonel Penick’s regiment is mustered out. If you desire that they 
shall join the First Division, under General Ewing, please direct me by | 
telegraph. JI have no mounted troops to do escort duty with the sup- 
ply trains to Colonel Phillips’ command, which pass over a long route 
infested with guerrillas. I have ordered the negro regiment south to 
support Phillips. 

If the management of affairs in Western Arkansas and the Indian 
Territory is to be left to my judgment and discretion, not one foot of 
ground shall be given up that we now occupy, until driven from it by 
superior force. I have so directed Colonel Phillips, and shall so direct 
him until my superiors order me to do otherwise, and take the respon- 
sibility of making a direct order on the subject. I know too well what. 
it has cost to obtain the occupancy of that country, and the disastrous 
consequences that would result from its abandonment. I need hardly 
tell you that I do not feel myself particularly flattered in having allmy 
troops taken from me, after laboring assiduously in raising and organ- 


izing them, and, with them, making the only successful campaign that _ 


has been made during the war. Every one knows that the operations 
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Col. CHARLES H. SALOMON: 


- of the Army of the Frontier last fall against an army greatly superior: 


in numbers was conducted on my own responsibility and against the 
advice of my superiors. I could, with much more propriety, in com- 
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pliance with your views, have fallen back to Fort Scott or Springfield, . 


as other would-be heroes did, without ever firing a gun. Had I'failed, 
the responsibility of the failure would have rested upon me, yet I have 
never heard that others were not willing to avail themselves of my success. 
During that campaign a formidable rebel army was defeated, broken up, 


and dispersed, and the country occupied to the Arkansas River, and with - 
the few troops that were left me has ever since been held, under many ~ 


discouraging circumstances. To give it up now would be extremely fatal. 
The Indians have been promised protection, and the loyal citizens of 


Western Arkansas expect it. They. are now organizing for the defense _ 


of their homes, and every encouragement should be held out to them. 
The refugee Indians have been taken back to their own country, and are 
now putting in their crops, feeling much encouraged for the future. The 
Creeks and Choctaws, who have heretofore been allied with the rebel 


cause, are making overtures to join our forces and look to the Federal 


Government for protection. If we continue to hold the country, the two 
new Indian regiments can be speedily raised and organized, and the 
Union element in Western Arkansas and Northern Texas will have an 
opportunity to develop itself; but if the country is to be abandoned 
for the want of a few troops to strengthen the small force now there, 
then the labor of last fall is all lost, and the blood of our gallant men 
has been shed in vain. The Indians will lose confidence in the Govern- 
ment, or its ability to protect them, and will become completely de- 
moralized, and many whom we might have with us will be fighting 


against us. The loyal people of Western Arkansas and Northern Texas 


will become disheartened, and rebel enthusiasm will be increased in — 


proportion. I address you frankly and plainly upon the matter, be- 
cause I feel itsimportance. In vain have Lasked for troops. ‘There are 
not sufficient in the whole district for a brigadier’s command, and they 
are mostly negroes and Indians; yet I am willing to lay aside all per- 
sonal feelings and take command of those in the field in person, and 
contest for every foot of ground this side of the Arkansas River. I am 
willing to take the responsibility of attempting to hold the country; 


but if itis to be given up, and a retrograde movement made, others » 


must take the responsibility of ordering it, and shoulder the disas- 
trous consequences that will follow. 
Until otherwise ordered by my superiors, I shall direct Colonel 


Phillips and Colonel Harrison to hold. the country to the Arkansas _ 


River until they are driven from it by an overwhelming force. If you 
desire any other policy pursued, please give me instructions, direct and 
positive, and they will be carried out. 
I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General. 


~ ed 


Hpgrs. First DIVISION, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Houston, Mo., April 29, 1863. 


Orders from General Herron having arrived, which require a thorough 


s reconnaissance of the region lying upon the waters of Current River, 


Col. Wi~LtIAM A, PHILLIPS: 
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“you will detail all the available cavalry in your command for that duty. 


The efficient mounted men of the First Ohio Cavalry will be placed | 

upon the same duty. It should be communicated to them that the main 
column will march to Salem in two days; that the business of this cav- 
alry detachment is to guard well the right flank of the main column. 


. They may rejoin the command at Salem as soon as circumstances per- 


mit, taking into account travel and forage. This cavalry willtake with 
it rations for three days, &c. Its transportation will accompany the 


‘main column. The other troops under your command will march early 


‘to-morrow morning to Salem with the transportation. The First lowa 
Cavalry will be ordered to report to you for instructions. 
Respectfully, 
WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., April 30, 1863. 


~ Commanding Indian Brigade, Fayetteville, Ark. : 


General Curtis’ policy is to have you fall back, but he must take the 
responsibility of ordering it. I have ordered the negro regiment to 
Baxter Springs; they are intended to support you; are 1,000 strong. 
These are all the troops I have, all others having been taken from me. 
Colonel Williams and Colonel Harrison will report to you for orders. 


‘You will order the negro regiment near you, if you think best. Keep 


your force concentrated, and do not give up the country until forced to 


. do so by superior force, unless ordered to do so by General Curtis. I 


will try to keep you supplied. 


JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General. 


Hpqrs, First DIVIsion, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Houston, Mo., April 30, 1863. 
WILLIAM HyDE CLARE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Your communication of 25th instant was received upon my arrival 
here last evening. I start this morning with the head of the column to 
Salem, and will encamp about midway between there and here, reach- 


- ing Salem to-morrow. My cavalry is allin, and start this morning, with 


very serviceable horses, by the way of Current River, to Salem, spending 
some three or four days en route. My commissary train is yet some 
miles in the rear, but will overtake us at Salem, as the roads are now 
good; itis well guarded. Weare suffering for forage, and if some could 
be furnished at Salem it would be a great relief. : 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, f 


WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Missowi, Maj. Gen. Samuel R, Curtis com- 


. 


manding, for April 30, 1863; headquarters Saint Louis, Mo. 


Command. 


Department staff (Saint Lowis, Mo.)..........-.-. 


District of Saint Louis, Brig. Gen. J. W. Davidson: 
Staff (Saint Louis; Mo.) ...2...2....cs¢--. 0008 / 
Benton Barracks, Col. B. L. E. Bonneville..... 
Pilot Knob, Mo., Col. John G. Clark.......... 
Post of Saint Louis, Col. Robert R. Livingston. 
Arcadia, Mo., Lieut. Col. Robert Carrick...-.. 
Patterson, Mo., Col. Edwin Smart........-.-. 
Barnesville, Mo., Col. Joseph W. Bell..-...-.. 
Centreville, Mo., Capt. Adam Sachs ...-...-. 
Jackson, Mo. (commander not given) ..-..--. 
New Madrid, Mo., Col. D, Henry Hughes...-. 
Cape Girardeau, Lieut. Col. Henry Pomeroy-. 
Bloomfield, Mo., Col. John MeNeil.........-. 
Pacific City, Mo., Col. William P. Robinson. . 


Total District of Saint Louis. .....-.......- 
Central District of Missouri, Brig. Gen. Egbert B. 
Brown: 
Staff (Jefferson City, Mo.)...--.-.----.-5---- 
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Total Central District of Missouri.-.....- pare 


District of Rolla, Mo., Brig, Gen. T. A. Davies: 
Staff (Rolla, Mo.) 
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Total District of Ralls. ....--..-..-. reaetiears 


First Division, Col. William Weer 

Second Division, Brig. Gen. William Vandever 
(Pilot Knob, Mo.). 

Third Division, Brig. Gen. William W. Orme 
(Lake Spring, Mo.), 

Detachment under Maj. Charles Banzhaf. .... 


Total Army of the Frontier...-...-.------- 


District of Southwestern Missouri, Col. William 

F. Cloud: 

Staff (Springfield, Mo.) ....--..---.-------+--: 

Springfield Post, Col. John Edwards (Spring- 
field, Mo.). 

First Brigade, Arkansas volunteers, Col. M. 
La Rue Harrison (Camp on Flat Creek, Mo.). 

Newtonia, Lieut. Col. Thomas T. Crittenden. . 

Cassville, Mo., Maj. David McKee -.---------- 
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Total District of Southwestern Missouri. --. 


Northwestern Missouri, Col. Chester Harding, jr. 
(Saint Joseph; Mo.). 


District of Northeastern Missouri, Brig. Gen. 
Thomas J. McKean: 
Staff (Palmyra, Mo.) ......-...22-2----+ +0020: 
Troops in district -...--2. 22 c0e ses. ence ene eee 
' 
Total District of Northeastern Missouri... - 


Alton, Il., Col. William B. Mason.......--..-- s: 
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District of Kansas, Brig. Gen. James G. Blunt: 
Fort Leavenworth, Col. Charles W. Adams-.-.| 22 504 673 801 606 7 14 . 
_ Fort Scott, Maj. Charles W. Blair.-..,..-..--. 15 |~ 268 397 656 CES Rees chen : 
Fort Riley, Capt. John HB. Stewart......-..--. 3 108 154 194 TOS ie Vee ee te ae 
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Abstract from return of the District of Eastern Arkansas, Maj. Gen. Benjamin M. Pren- 
tiss, U. S. Army, commanding, for April, 1863. 
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* Staff officers only indicated under this heading in the original. 
tAt Bruinsburg Landing, Miss., under command of Brigadier-General Hovey. 
{Return does not indicate where the troops were actually serving. ’ 
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Troops in the District of Hastern Arkansas, Maj. Gen. Benjamin M. 
Prentiss, U. 8S. Army, commanding, April 30, 1863. 


‘ 
4 : THIRTEENTH DIVISION, THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 


Brig. Gen. Lronarp F. Ross. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. FREDERICK SALOMON. Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. FIsk. 


43d Indiana, Col. William E. McLean. 29th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Robert F. Patter- © 


. 35th Missouri, Col. Samuel A. Foster. son. 
28th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Charles Whit- | 33d Iowa, Col. Samuel A. Rice. 
aker. / 36th Iowa, Col. Charles W. Kittredge. 


33d Missouri, Lieut. Col. William H. 


Heath. 
Artillery. 
: 3d Iowa Battery, Capt. Mortimer M. Hayden. 


CAVALRY DIVISION. 
: Col. Cygus BUSSEY. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Lieut. Col. BENJAMIN L. WILEY. Col. POWELL CLAYTON. 


5th Illinois, Maj. Abel H. Seley. 2d Arkansas, Capt. James W. Demby. 


3 1st Indiana, Maj. Thornas N. Pace. 3d Iowa, Maj. Oliver H. P. Scott. 


i 


Hpgrs. HirtH CAVALRY, MIssouRI STATE MILITIA, | 
Independence, Mo., May 1, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JAMES G. BLUNT, 4 
Leavenworth, Kans.: : 


GENERAL: Quantrill, Parker, and company are undoubtedly here or. 


in Cass County with a force of from 150 to 300 men, and contemplate 
attacking one of our posts. Kansas City, Independence, and Blue 
Springs can take care of themselves, but I will be very uneasy about 
Harrisville. As soon as the first cavalry leaves, you can send me four 
companies of infantry to hold the posts. Iwill see that my [men] hunt 
them up immediately. One hundred of my cavalry have hunted for 
them three days this week, but without success. We are busy to-day 
destroying the skiffs, &c., on the river, to keep those on the north side 
where they are. Telegraph if you can furnish the men desired. If you 
~ eannot, Col. Chester Harding will probably do so. He kindly offered 


me two companies of cavalry not long since. I would suggest that you’ 


make a station at Pink Hil! and one at Pleasant Hill as soon as con- 


venient. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WW. R. PENICK, 


1% Colonel Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


s 5th Kansas, Lieut. Col. Wilton A. Jenkins, 
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; HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, sa 
, Rolla, Mo., May 1, 1863. 


Major Miller, of the Second Wisconsin Cavalry, has just returned 


| from an extended scout south of Salem and Houston. He reports no 


enemy in that direction, except Colonel Freeman’s band, some 200 


‘strong. I send a party after them to-morrow. The stage, with mails, 


has been robbed twice within the past week between this place and 
Waynesville, but as yet nothing has been done by the commanding 
officer of this district toward looking up the thieves. <A stirring up 
from headquarters would be of some avail. 

F. J. HERRON, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
‘ Rolla, Mo., May 1, 1863. 
Citizens of Pulaski County, Missouri: 

The stage on the route from Rolla to Springfield having been robbed 
three times within the past week, at or near the California House, and 
the mails abstracted therefrom, the undersigned hereby gives notice 
that he will hold the citizens along the route responsible for these acts. 
' 1st. That in future any horse stolen will be replaced at once by stock 
taken from citizens in the vicinity. ; 

2d. That any and every one captured who has been. connected with 
these robberies will be shot without ceremony. 

Without the citizens take measures to rid their neighborhood of these 
thieves, a very Summary mode will be adopted to correct this matter. 

F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General. 


Fort Gipson, C. N., May 1, 1863. 
Major-General BLUNT: 

Sir: After defeating the enemy at Webber’s Falls, I’ sent Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Schaurte and Major Foreman, with a heavy force, and ar- 
tillery, toward Fayetteville. Colonel Bryan and Major Pickler were 
about Dutch Mills or Cane Hill. The enemy had, however, on receiv- 


ing the news of Webber's Falls, retreated precipitately, and crossed the 


; Arkansas River at Fort Smith. I have ascertained that the loss of the 


enemy at Webber’s Falls is much greater than at first reported. Rebels 
are moving families south of the river. The rebels report Price coming, _ 


‘but I get no definite data of him. I intend to strike North Fork, so as 


to recruit, and because striking is the best policy. Arkansas River is 
high; Grand River up; Verdigris up. I have strong works here that 


‘cannot be taken; inclosed 15 or 16 acres; water, and strong commis- 


sary buildings. Made three ferry-boats on the Grand River, under the 
works; willmake a floating bridge, if Ihave time. Suffering for bread. 
The agent has been very derelict in not sending bread to the people. 
Command on very short rations; unless train has started promptly, will — 
suffer. Hvacuation of this country would lead to untold disaster to 
these people and our cause. I consider the possibility of other mis- 
fortunes less dangerous. I can hold my works and send heavy mounted 


- scouts out. My responsibilities press, but Iam not afraid of them. 


WM. A. PHILLIPS, | 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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sep Lickrne, Mo., May 2, 1863. 

Capt J. LovELL, Assistant Adjutant-General, Rolla District: 

_ CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make, for the information of the gen-, 

eral commanding, the following report: : 
_ _ On the 29th of April a squad of horse thieves, numbering 17, under 

the leadership of one Captain Cook, arrested and carried away 5 loyal 
citizens living on the Salem road, about 8.miles from this place. Three 
of the men arrested were discharged soldiers, and were living together 
for mutual protection. Immediately upon learning of the affair, I sent a 
squad in pursuit, and also caused to be arrested 5 of. the most promi- — 
nent rebel sympathizers in that vicinity, whom I shall retain as hostages 
for the safe return of the loyal prisoners. The squad which I sent in pur- 
suit returned without having accomplished anything. My force pursued — 
them 30 miles, but as they had some five hours’ advance it was deemed 
useless to pursue them farther, and they accordingly gave up thechase, > 
and returned to camp on the following day. eearinc 

On the 29th, I also sent out 3 men as spies, and also for the purposeof . | 
capturing, if possible, a notorious character named Reed, living about 
30 miles south from this place. They were not successful, however, in 
arresting Reed, but on their way to camp fell in with one D. C. Boone, a 
recruiting officer for ‘‘Freeman’s guerrillas,” whom they arrested and 
broughtin. Boone reports that he left Freeman on Spring River, about 
80 miles distant from this place, where he has something over 100 guer- 
rilas encamped, and that he had authority to recruit a full regiment. 
I have Boone in close confinement, and will.see that he does not escape. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. KAISER, 
Major, Commanding Post. 


; Saint Lovurs, Mo., May 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 
General Vandever came upon the rear of enemy at Bloomfield, when © 
some skirmishing occurred, and the rebels were again repulsed. By de- 
- troying bridges pursuit is embarrassed, but continued in the direction’ 
- of Chalk Bluff. I hope my directions of a movement from New Madrid | 
may meet them at that crossing. All accounts concur in stating the | 
force at 7,000 or 8,000 and ten pieces of artillery. Priceis not with the — 


command. 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. — 


WASHINGTON, D. 0. May 3, 1863. 
Major-General Curtis, Saint Lowis, Mo.: : 
You are authorized to fill up the Second Missouri Artillery as rapidly. 


as possible. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WAYNESVILLE, Mo., May 3, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. THomas A. DAVIES, 
Commanding Rolla District, Rolla, Mo.: 
GENERAL: For the last few weeks, as you are aware, this section 
of country has been infested with horse thieves, who have committed 


| uae t st 
5 : / 


Y GA SU a ee Very LS Be EE cle os Cae cs! e. > t Pe Ay TS Mm BAA 
BSS ate Wee Lary “Lic 8 ee Ob oe ’ By Bo Wass sea P eR od fe 
& 7 ¢ 4 yo rs ea ea 
¥ig. Nee v4 hee hs Eo Peels : se N 
| A ear ee | Wy f < ‘ N 


- 968 ... <MO0., ARK., KANS., IND. T.; AND DEPT..N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


many depredations, and who have as, yet eluded our utmost vigilance. 
Thave kept all my available men almost constantly in the saddle. Many _ 
I send out daily in disguise, both on horseback and in wagons, to repre- 
sent farmers and movers, but as yet tono purpose. The stage has been 
stopped several times, and once the horses and mail carried off. I im- 
mediately sent detachments out in all directions, leaving the post almost 
deserted... I now furnish an escort to the mail going both ways, but my 
men and horses are fast giving out under the daily amount of work they 
have to perform. If the mail could be detained at this post over night, 
or the stages meet at Piney and Gasconade, it would obviate the neces- 
sity of sending two escorts with the stage in one direction. If this ar- 4 
rangement could be made, I hope you will take into consideration the : 
importance of this place as a military post, the vast amount of Jaber to ~ 

be performed by such a small force, and, if you have any troops at your . 


~~ disposal, I hope that you will send me a few at least to hold this place . 


while I keep my men scouring the country for miles in all directions, ; 
hunting those thieves and meting summary justice to them. 
Hoping this will meet with your favorable consideration, I have the 
honor to subscribe myself, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WALDEMAR FISCHER, 
Major, Commanding Post. 


UNITED STATES STEAMER CONESTOGA, 

Off White River, May 3, 1863. 

-- Maj. Gen. B. M. PRENTISS, Zo 
<3 Commanding United States Forces, Helena, Ark. : 

Sig? Ihave understood that you are threatened with an attack at 
Helena. If it proves to be in force, and you consider it necessary, let 
me know, and I will re-enforce you with gunboats. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. O. SELFRIDGH, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJ7. GEN.’S OFFICE, - 
No. 202. Washington, May 4, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 
Il. Brig. Gen. James Totten, U. 8. Volunteers, will immediately re- 
turn to his command in the Army of the Frontier. 
: * * * * * * * 
_ By command of Major-General Halleck: 
iE. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
: Washington, May 4, 1863—2 p, m. 
Major-General CuRTIS, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

General Rosecrans asks for more troops. Your department is the 
~ only one which can possibly give him any at this time. Can any be. 
spared for him? 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


: Sarnt Lovurs, May 5, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK: UG: 


-Can spare no more force at present. Will write. 
SAML. R. CURTIS. 


§ Sent eee 


t HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
* Saint Louis, Mo., May 5, 1863. 
' -Brig. Gen. BEN. LOAN, Jefferson City : - 

GENERAL: Yours of the 23d,* on the subject of. the African, I have 
referred to Judge-Advocate Major Dunn, who will, doubtless, give you 
the benefit of his views. He was in Congress when the confiscation act 
passed. The question as to “our lines” is very difficult to answer. 

Yours of the 24th,* concerning the exchange of Colonel Lazear’s regi- 
ment, is rather evasive and sarcastic on him. You must recollect the 
colonel was writing to the Governor, who, he supposed, was exercised 
on the subject of the negro in Merrill’s regiment, and Lazear was advo- 


cating his own cause. The letters of McFerran are in the same temper. | 


It will be weil to look after the men that are so tender of the constitu- 
_. tional rights of rebel sympathizers, but let us be charitable to our pro- 
_ slavery Union friends, who are sorely tried. But yet the question 
returns upon us, Would he not recruit his regiment sooner and do bet- 
ter in Northeastern Missouri? Lazear has done some good service in 
- Southeastern Missouri, and that would be a good place for him. Yet 
- Ido not think he could fill up his regiment in that quarter, and it is not. 
so easy as you think to fill it up where itnowis. If hecan fill up, there’ 
- . is no need of shifting him. | 
I telegraphed to-day, asking if you h&ve spare troops. I do this to 
fortify myself against complaints that I am keeping troops here that 
are not needed. I have driven Marmaduke out of the State, but may 
be attacked by another force coming from Arkansas. We must make 
— the very best use we can of our material. I am unable to send you more 
force. I am obliged to send away troops that are much needed. If we 
ever get Vicksburg, I hope to have some relief from these demands, | 
but at present we must depend on vigilance and celerity of movement. 
Have your troops generally on the move. Some complain that the 
troops at Lexington are rather disorderly, and that Colonel King is not 
able to control them. Perhaps it will be best to change or shift them. 
Lexington deserves more trouble than any other place. io 
I am, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 
[SAML. hk. CURTIS,] 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., May 6, 1863. 
General H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 
GENERAL: Your telegram and letters, urging me to send troops to 
-General Rosecrans, have been received, and I have responded that I 
can spare none. 

The Marmaduke attack required me to concentrate and move most of 
the force denominated the Army of the Frontier by long and rapid 
~ marches, which has, no doubt, much impaired the mules and horses. 
~ Itis now returning to Pilot Knob, when I will refurnish it as soon as 


Bes ' * Not found. 
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possible. It will have marched about 500 miles in about ten days, over 
_ very bad roads. ee 
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The Indian troops and Kansas troops have, against my orders, gone 
home, and the officer who took the responsibility is arrested. I never 
knew such an outrage on discipline as the act of Colonel Weer, dispers- 


_ ing most of a division of Kansas troops to go from the neighborhood of 


Springfield to their homes. Iam getting them back as fast as possible. 
The Indians are doing all they can to hold their own country, but they 
are too far down southwest by neglect or disobedience of orders, which 
I am‘trying to remedy as fast as possible. I have but few volunteer 
troops in this region. The Missouri State Militia cannot be sent out of 
the State. The Enrolled Missouri Militia will not stay in the field dur- 
ing this season of corn-planting. They will not turn out quick enough 


to resist a raid, as was shown by the recent attack from Arkansas. If 


Thad not retained some of the volunteers I had started to Rosecrans, 


the rebels would have rushed in and taken Pilot Knob and Cape Girar- 
deau, if not this city. I am obliged to keep my force distributed to 


prevent the rebels from assembling recruits, and also to procure forage 


for horses. 


As soon as General Vandever gets back to Pilot Knob with the por- 
tion of the Army of the Frontier, I will try to scrape up re-enforcements 
to send forward. The Governor is trying to change Enrolled Missouri 


Militia into provisional regiments, some of which are now collecting to- 


gether, and giving some hope of success. But at present I have demands 
for troops coming from every neighborhood, and cannot send a man away 
till I get news of the returning troops, and what the militia will do. I 
send also with this letter a specimen of demands and reports of de- 
partment commanders relating to the: police force néeded in different * 
districts of Missouri. 

The Union people cannot stay on their farms if we withdraw this _ 
police force. Besides this, a reserve must be held ready to resist such 
raids as Marmaduke has twice attempted. He has gained comparatively 
nothing so far, but Price is now on the Arkansas trying to raise new 
forces, and he will soon try to renew the effort to attack Missouri. A 
move from Helena against him should be made at the earliest possible 
moment, but I suppose your demands for Vicksburg prevent. General 
Grant’s notice of Price at this time; yet you cannot fail to perceive 
that Price’s reported presence in Arkansas, and the movement of Mar- 
maduke, ostensibly under his orders, tend to stimulate new movements 
throughout Missouri, which can only be restrained by considerable force 
and constant vigilance. 

_ With greatest desire to do all I can in all directions, I remain, general, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 


Major-General. 
{Inclosure No. 1.] 


LOUISIANA, Mo., April 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
Commanding Western Department : 

DEAR SrR: Some few weeks since I had the honor to communicate 
to you the notice for a public meeting to be held in Bowling Green on 
the first Monday of March iast, and to make some suggestions in regard 
toit. Though my ietter and suggestions were only such as any loyal 
man ought to have communicated, I was gratified to learn that my 
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letter had the effect to send a confidential agent of the Government to » 
the meeting for the purpose of watching the movements of parties there. — 
In consequence of the exertions of loyal men of our county, and the 


suspicion attached to certain party movements, the meeting passed off 
with no other effect than the collection together of a considerable num- 
ber of the worst secessionists of our county, and the passage of resolu- 
tions not positively disloyal, but bordering on it in part, and strongly 
anti-emancipation in sentiment. For any positive influence it was an 
abortion. 

I trust you will pardon my using this matter as an introduction to 
another subject which I consider greatly concerns the peace and welfare 
of our State. I allude to the recent act of the Missouri Legislature for 


exemption from military duty of all persons who wish it, for the sum’of | 
$30. Immediately previous to the passage of this act, as you are aware, 


orders were issued for drafting into immediate service several regiments 
of the State militia. Under this order, about 200 men of this county had 


been enrolled and organized for immediate duty, and the officers have 


been making their arrangements for immediate service. Of the number 
drafted for duty from this county, there were three companies, com- 
manded by as many captains. This day one of the captains informed 
me that he did not believe a dozen men in the county would comply with 
the draft, and that all would pay the commutation penalty and be re- 


‘leased. Iam fully persuaded such will be the case, and that the same 


state of facts will exist all over the State. If this be the case, and’ 


another uprising of rebels in the State be meditated, as itis generally 
believed there will be in certain contingencies, our State will be wholly 
dependent on the United States troops and volunteers for defense. If 
they were sufficiently numerous to defend the State and suppress dis- 
loyal collections of troops at all points, I do not know that the absence 
of the militia would be a subject for regret; but I think there is very 
great danger that the rebels, numerous, determined, and vindictive in 


-. 


our State, may seize on the occasion of a real hiatus in our military ~ 
. strength to do much mischief atleast. I do not presume to doubt that 

you are more fully posted as to all apparent movements of the traitors » 
in our State, and as to the actual condition of our State militia, thanI . 


possibly can be; but as to the disposition of the militia in the present 
attitude of State affairs, I have supposed it would be of interest to you 
to be advised as far as practicable. , 

Our county (Pike) is believed, I think justly, too, to be the most loyal 


county in the State; but no one wishes to undergo the fatigues and ~ 


hardships of military life, when the prospect of pay is so poor as that 


of our militia. My opinion is very decided that we shall soon have no 
militia force or organization in the State except those in the service of 
the United States, and that various causes are combining to encourage 
new risings and raids of rebels in the State. ; ; 
Excuse the liberty I have taken in throwing out these suggestions, in 
the hope that you may havé the power, as you assuredly have the will, 
to apply a remedy, in the event of my apprehensions proving to be well 
founded. I desire to call your attention to one other matter, perhaps 
of local rather than general interest, but still of general interest to the 


service: There are certain families living in this place and county | 


whose husbands and relations are in the rebel army. I allude to the 


wife and family of John Q. Burbridge, a brigadier-general in the rebel — 


army; tothe wife and family of J. P.[P.S.] Senteny, a major in the rebel 
army; to the family of George O. Matthews, a captain in the rebel army, 
and various privates inthat army. Ever since the rebellion commenced 
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the wives of the above-named officers and their friends have kept up a 
constant communication with their friends in the rebel army, sending 
clothing and other articles for their use. They keep up constant mail 
communication with them, and by these means they greatly aid and 
comfort the rebels. Mrs. Burbridge has twice been passed through our 
lines to the rebel army, and it is understood here that she is shortly ex- | 
pected back again. Mrs. Senteny, wife of Major Senteny, was passed 
through our lines at Corinth to her husband, and is expected back here 
soon. In all these trips they carry rebel mails, clothing, &c. While 
~ humanity is certainly commendable in some eases, it is a question how 
far these courtesies ought to be extended to the most inveterate rebels, 

male and female, in the rebel army, who have been protected here in 

the enjoyment of all the rights and privileges due to loyal -citizens, 

and they have repaid it by constant abuse of Union citizens. I speak 
- what I know to be the desire of every loyal lady and gentleman of this 
town, that the friends of these rebel officers should be treated as the 
. friends of any other rebels, and from whom we have to expect, in the 
» event of their ever getting into power here, nothing but the most de- 
grading and brutal treatment, though I must say as yet we have not 
much apprehension of danger from that source. 

Again, sir, excuse the liberty I have taken, and the length of this 
letter, and ascribe it to an ardent desire to contribute my mite to the 
cause of our country. 

Tam, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

. EDWIN DRAPER. 

P.S.—Since the above was written I have learned from an undoubted 
source ‘that Clinton Burbridge, a brother of the general, and a most 
notorious guerrilla and outlaw, has been seen in Saint Louis within the 
last few days, and is no doubt there now, unless he is here secreted 
- somewhere. =: 

Burbridge is a brother of Mrs. Samuel Gaty, where he would find 
shelter and protection, though it is likely he would not lodge there, as 
Gaty would not wish to be compromised by his detection in his house. 
The house of John 8. McCune, esq., has heretofore been a grand place 
of rendezvous for female traitors, who met there for the purpose of mak- 
ing and dispatching clothing, &c., to the rebels. I cannot say that Mr. 
McCune is cognizant of, or a party to, these proceedings, but there is 
no question of the facts. Mrs. McCune is a most uncompromising and 
persevering rebel, and rules ali matters connected with her household. 
She has a son, a Confederate officer, now or recently a prisoner at Alton. 
The active operations of Mrs. McCune and friends to which I refer were 
some time since, but doubtless still carried on to some extent. In this 
connection I would prefer my name not mentioned, as Mrs. McCune is 
an old friend, but I can give names of persons who personally know of 
the disloyal gatherings and preparations there in former months. 


[Indorsements. 1 


Saint Lovis, April 7, 1863. 
Respectfully referred to Col. I’, A. Dick, who will look after the Bur- 
bridge matter, and then refer this to His Excellency Governor Gamble, 
for his notice, with a request that he will return it to these headquarters. 
SAML, BR. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


Cuar. XXXIV.] 
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OFFICE PRoy. MAR. GEN., DEPT. OF THE MISsouRI, ; 
: '. Saint Louis, April 23, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded and submitted to His Excellency Governor 


Gamble, whose attention is called to the indorsement of General Curtis. 


é F. A. DICK, 
Tieutenant- Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General. | 


Sant Louris, April 24, 1863. 
Ido not know what part of this communication produced its refer- 
ence tome. If that relating to female rebels, I would send them down 


the river to Dixie. If that concerning the paying the commutation tax | 


by the Enrolled Militia, I can only say that, by special message, I warned 


the Legislature of the effect of the act, and urged upon them that if they 


would exempt men for money they ought to make the sum so large as to 
pay another for doing the service. I am trying by orders to remove or 


diminish the evil. 
H. RB. GAMBLE. 


Sant Louis, May 6, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded to, headquarters, for the information of the 
General-in-Chief. The reference to Governor Gamble was not to com- 
plain of him, but to present the facts that relate to the Enrolled Missouri 


Militia, and the effect of the new law which has entirely unsettled the mi- ~ 


litia organization just at a season of the year when they are most needed. 
SAML. L. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 
{Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS SAINT Louis DISTRICT, 
* Saint Louis, Mo., April 27, 1863. 

General CURTIS:] 

My DEAR GENERAL: Now that our troops have been successful, and 


- Marmaduke’s attempts repelled, there will, no doubt, be a great deal of — 


talk about the whole matter. 
I desire, as you have been blamed for withholding troops from the 
armies, to explain the state of affairs. “When I took command of the dis- 
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trict (embracing, as it does, the camp of instruction), New Madrid had _ 


one regiment at it; Cape Girardeau had four companies of the Thirty- 
second Iowa and one company of the Second Missouri Artillery at it; 
General McNeil was in the field with only his own regiment; Pilot 
Knob had two companies of the First Missouri State Militia, Smart’s 
regiment of cavalry, and one battalion Thirteenth Illinois. There were 
no antennz out; no troops at Patterson, nor at Barnesville, nor Centre- 
ville. Within as little time as possible, the First Nebraska Infantry was 


sent to Cape Girardeau ; McNeil was re-enforced by the First Wisconsin 


Cavalry and Welfley’s battery; Smart’s regiment was put on outpost 
duty at Patterson, and the Thirteenth Iinois Cavalry at Barnesville. 
The Twenty-Fourth Missouri Volunteers, by your order, re-enforced the 
Knob, and our affairs were in a position to meet attack. If these pre- 
cautions had not been taken, and the Twenty-fourth Missouri and First 
Wisconsin retained by your order and permission, and but for the timely 
march of General Vandever, I leave it to any soldier to say where the 
enemy might have been, if bold and persistent enough in his advance. 


I am, general, most respectfully, 

J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General. 
18 RB R—VOL XX, PT 
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; HEADQUARTERS, 
wey Fort Scott, Kans., May 7, 1863. 
Major-General BLUNT, . 
Commanding District of Kansas: 


 §re: Iregret to have to inform you that the bushwhackers are colting 
more troublesome and venturous every day. I have every reason to be- 

‘lieve that they had concentrated to attack the returning train from Fort 
Gibson, but I was informed of the time and place of the intended attack, 

and by marching infantry and artillery 65 miles in a little over a day, 
got to the place (Baxter Springs) simultaneously with the train. Since 
then they have been prowling in small parties in every, direction, thiev- 
ing, robbing, and murdering. 

Yesterday word was brought me of four incursions on Drywood, 12 
miles south of here. I started off immediately with what cavalry I could | 
muster and 50 infantry in wagons, and in an hour was at Drywood, but 
scoured the country in vain. They had robbed Mrs. Jewell and three 
or four other persons of money and valuables, taking two horses only. 
I rode all day and night, and on my return this morning to Fort Scott 
was met by the news that another small party of bushwhackers had last 
night gone to the house of Mr. Baker, on the Marmaton, 5 miles from here, 
and robbed his house and killed him. He was one of the most upright 
‘and respected citizens, a man highly esteemed by everybody. Our whole 
community is in a state of feverish excitement on the subject. I have 
a faint trace of the murderer, and shall pursue it to the last. But my 
cavalry, not ovér 100 of which is mounted, is pretty well ridden down, 
and must start back to Gibson as soon as the train is ready, and I am 
therefore much crippled. I fear for the trains. A hundred men are but 
a poor escort for 150 wagons, and yet it is about all I can mount, leaving 
myself without pickets and only what scouts can be furnished from my 
outpost at Morris’ Mill. 

In order to effectually check this bushwhacking within the precincts 
of the post, there should be two more companies of cavalry for escort 
duty alone, and they, with what there is here, would be enough. Then 
there should be two more for outpost and scouting duty; one stationed 
partly at Redfield and partly north of there, toward the Marmaton, 
and one on Cox Creek, up toward the head of Cow Creek. These, with 
the present one at Morris? Mill, having nothing to do but scour the 

‘country, could keep it entirely clear of these vermin. This is the only 
way life and property can be made safe here. I fear there will be no © 
crops raised unless something of the sort is done, and yet I hesitate 
very much to ask it, for by the return of all these troops recently here 
to Springfield I perceive that you have scarcely anything left with 
which to defend your district, although it has been largely increased. 
If it is possible to increase our cavalry here without detriment to the 
service elsewhere, I beg you to do it. ; 

LE rejoice very much ‘that you have established a station at Baxter 
Springs. On my return from there last week I had just sat down to 
write a letter, suggesting the matter for your consideration, when I re- 
ceived your order. It will materially lessen the danger to our trains, 

Is it possible for any of Captain Insley’s recent purchases of horses 
to be issued to these cavalry companies on duty at this post? The force 
might be largely increased by getting horses for the dismounted. 

1 have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


- servant, 


CHAS. W. BLAIR, 
Major, Commanding Post. — 
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mat! Roya, Mo., May 7, 1863. _ 
Major-General CuRTIS: 

DEAR Sim: General Davidson not appearing within Arkansas, as. 
anticipated at the time I last saw you, I did not join him in his opera- 
tions in this State, as I understood you to wish me to serve within my 
own State; and, having arrived at this post in the last hour, I improve 
this the first opportunity of reporting to you. The conscription having 
been completed throughout the State, and the entire force gathered at 
a few points, I have very recently visited every point where they were 
assembled, and find them about as follows: On the 26th ultimo I was 
at the headquarters of Lieutenant-General Holmes, at Little Rock. The 
forces there are mostly infantry of three brigades, comprising about 
11,000 men, constituting Price’s division. General Price is there, and 
is to head these forces in the field in person. At Pine Bluff there is a 
force of about 1,800 men. These have been employed in strengthening 
a position, about 1 mile above the town, and another position 8 miles 
above, both on the right bank of the river. They have but four guns at 
the first named and six at the other position. I could not ascertain the | 
size of the guns, but was told that all the large guns were lost at the 
Post of Arkansas, and inferred therefrom that these are only mounted 
with inferior pieces. No defenses have been made at the town of Pine 
Bluff, or at any other point on that river. I had, about the 5th ultimo, 
ascended the river as far as to Roseville (about 100 miles above Little 
Rock), where a force of 400 mounted men were posted. These, with a 
few hundred gathered in the counties immediately north of Clarksville, . 
have since moved northward, and are probably the force recently in the 
vicinity of Fayetteville. Their entire number I have good reason to 
compute at not exceeding 1,000. A portion of these are commanded 
by Colonel Schnable, of Missouri. At the time of the departure of Mar- 
maduke from White River, I visited nearly all of his command, and 
found it to consist of the forces which had been with him on his former 
raid into Missouri, augmented by three regiments of cavalry from Texas, 
and one regiment, under Colonel Porter, raised on Little Red and White 
Rivers, and two companies of artillery with nine guns, the whole com- 
prising a force of about 7,500 men. All, except the two companies men- 
tioned, are mounted and tolerably well armed. Another company, with 
four guns, was forwarded from the Rock, but are now detained south of 
Pocahontas by the floods of Strawberry and Spring Rivers. The whole 
length of White River to its mouth, as far as*I can learn, is clear of 
defensive works, nor can I hear of any forces thereon. The foregoing 
comprises the entire strength north of the Big Red River and west of 
the Mississippi, excepting a band, now under Coleman, collected at the 
mill at the head of Spring River, at the State line, and one other regi- 
ment, of 700 men (mounted), now posted at Wittsburg, or in its vicinity, 
on Crowley’s Ridge, at least as far as I can ascertain. Of artillery I 
can discover none, except that referred to above, and about fifteen 
pieces at Little Rock. The small-arms are of good quality, but in every 


_ other feature of equipment the entire force is in sad condition. About 


one-half only are provided with tents, and everywhere men are seen 
without shoes or hats, and clothed in rags. — 


It is understood that General Price is to invade Missouri as soon as 
subsistence can be obtained on which to move his troops. PerhapsI | 


need not inform you that this is only announced to keep up the enthu- 


siasm of the people, and to create discontent and an outbreak in Mis- 
souri. The arrival of General Price has indeed induced to the field the 
entire strength of Arkansas. Every man under forty years of age (not 
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disabled) is out, except ‘dhs ue hiv fled, and < a very few who are 
still in the mountains ; still, it does not but ‘little exeeed 20,000 men, 
ehiefly divided between Price and Marmaduke. Perhaps it will ap- 
pear almost incredible to you if I refer to the subsistence to which the 
“rebels aré reduced in Arkansas. The only meat obtainable, as far as 
T have seen, is stock hogs and cattle dying with starvation, both eaten 
‘fresh, and half the time without salt. When I was on the Arkansas 
River and at the Rock, flour sold at $200 per barrel and bacon at $1 per 
pound. If a 10- pound fish was caught, it sold readily for $5 to the 
hungry soldiers; corn from $2 to $5 per bushel, and it may almost | 
be said that it is now all consumed. ‘This state of things can only be 
mitigated by obtaining beef-cattle from Texas, for meat, and the ap- 
proaching wheat harvest for bread. I know, sir, with what zeal the mis- 
guided people everywhere keep a watch of and report the movements 
of the Government troops to the rebel leaders, and conscious that there 
are but too few left in my wretched country who dare to makg an effort — 
to oppose this terrible rebellion, are among the motives which have sus- - 
tained me in this dangerous work, and to trouble you with this lengthy 
communication. After a rest. of a few hours at this place, I intend pro- 


ceeding to Saint Louis, and will, with much pleasure, pay my respects. 


Very respectfully, 
JOHN CAMPBELL. 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN COMMAND, 
NS Fort Gibson, C. N., May 9, 1863—Evening. 
Major-General BLUNT: 


Sir: [send dispatch bearer with reports, mail, &c. I am in intense 


anxiety about the trains, now twenty days out. A large scout I sent 


out to Neosho Crossing is just in, having heard nothing of the train » 
or of the refugee train. 

There is the greatest amount of actual distress among those who ex- 
pected to depend on the Indian agents. Some one has been very re 
rehensible. I have been making terrible efforts, but although 1 to or 
what little the rebels had at Webber’s Falls, and also some subsistence 


in the last dash into Arkansas, still, the country is too exhausted to fur- 


nish anything of substantial support. My own command are on half 
rations, and have been.. The recruiting service for the Fourth and Fifth 
is crippled and injured*to some extent for want of bread. In fact, my 
command, instead of being better off, is worse off than the rebels. Some 
officers at Fort Scott must be worse than careless. I appeal to you, 
and to the Government through you, against a system which seems 
bent on crippling and injuring ‘the Indian command. So far, in spite of 

their privation, the men (because they are holding their country) are 
in good spirits and have done nobly. I still keep the whole country 
swept by my scouts, and have in the last six days thrown up a fortifi- 
cation of which the Indian command may well be proud. I shall send - 
you surveys and plans of it when completed. The line is now made and 
it is quite defensible, although the works are not finished. It has cost, 
the Government literally nothing, and renders this post impregnable. 

I propose, as soon as completed, changing the name of this post to Fort | 
Blunt. If itis a compliment worthy of the hero of the Southwest, I feel | 


* sure that the army and the people will unite with me in paying ithack 


hope this party and the scout I sent up to Neosho River will meet the 
supply train this side of the Neosho; itis easy fording now. I shall not 
delay the train except a few hours unloadin g, and shall send pine lum- 
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ber up with it to make a ferry-boat at Neosho; I have made four ferry- 
boats here. During my last demonstration southeast, the enemy burned 
all the boats this side of Van Buren. 

Captain [Henry S.] Anderson arrived, and at your request I assigned 
him to the recruiting service. I have got some Arkansas recruits for . 
him here, quite a squad, and the captain is now at the head of an In- 
dian scout, and, with some Arkansas men in Washington and Crawford 
Counties, watching my flank and recruiting. 

Colonel [R. P.] Crump and some Texas troops arrived at Fort Smith 
last Friday. Kirby Smith commands in Arkansas, and the rebels are: 
very active. My scouts have had several little brushes since the fight at’ 
Webber’s #alls, and have been uniformly successful. I urge with the’ 
deepest earnestness upon you that you secure a proper amount of food 
formy command. The Government has really furnished much less than 
half rations to my command since last January. If I could make it 
here I would say nothing, but I urge on you, and I know you must feel, 
that a command that has behaved so well deserves better than to be 
half starved. 

I remain, very respectfully, 
; WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, May 11, 1863. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR: 

DEAR SiR: I have again concluded to relieve General Curtis. Isee | 
ne other way to avoid the worst consequences there. I think of General 
Schofield as his successor, but I do not wish to take the matter of a suc- 
cessor out of the hands of yourself and General Halleck. 


Yours, truly, A. LINCOLN 
. LI . 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, | 
No. 213. Washington, May 12, 1863. 
* * * * % * * 

IV. Brig. Gen. A. Sully, U. S. Volunteers, will report in person to 
Maj. Gen. John Pope, U. 8. Volunteers, commanding Department of 
the Northwest, Milwaukee, Wis. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Halleck : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


———_— 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
z Washington, May 13, 1863—11 a. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Murfreesborough, Tenn. : 

You have been appointed by the President to the command of the 
Department of the Missouri. You will accordingly immediately repair 
to Saint Louis and relieve Major-General Curtis from that command. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 

/ Saint Louis, Mo., May 13, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECcK, 
General-in-Ohief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: At such a crisis east, west, and everywhere, I will not 
trouble you with details in this department. Reliable information just 
received satisfies me that the enemy west of the Mississippi is located 
as follows: Near Little Rock, mostly infantry, under General Price, 
11,000; near Batesville, and on this side, extending into some of the 
lower counties in Missouri, under Marmaduke and others, about 8,000 ; 
in the region of Fort Smith, including rebel Indians under General 
Cabell and others, about 4,000. General Price has sent recruiting 
officers into this State, who are everywhere busy trying to raise the 
rebels of the neighborbood, but my troops are vigilant and earnest in 
all parts of the department, and they make but little headway so far. 
- But the rivers of Arkansas are again high, and we now have a great 
many small gunboats that could run up White and Arkansas Rivers. — 
‘It is the time to clean out Arkansas the instant such boats can be had. 
Price is sending out his recruiting officers with circulars enticing the 
Arkansas conscripts to return to the lines. A move up White River 
~ now would separate Marmaduke and Price, and totally dishearten all the 
rebels in Missouri, Arkansas, and everywhere west of the Mississippi. 
I think a junction could be formed between forces now at Helena and 
General Herron’s force (the Army of the Frontier), now massing west 
of Pilot Knob, and thereby complete the discomfiture of every rebel 
hope in this region. The temporary withdrawal of Eastern Arkansas 
from this department has prevented a united effort in regard to Marma- 
duke, which may yet be accomplished, I think, without inconvenience 
to General Grant’s movements. Captain Eads’ new monitors are just 
coming out, and a few days on White River would be a good work for 
them. Marmaduke’s equipment is mainly at Oil Trough Bottom, on the 
other side of White River, while his troops are along Black River, 
unable to get over the river. I could renew and extend my attack on 
Marmaduke, but without supplies by river I could not go fast enough 
to prevent his escape. 

I submit the matter for your consideration. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
' Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., May 13, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. Bun. Loan, Jefferson City, Mo.: 


GENERAL: Yours of the 9th is received. Banishment to the free 
States is doing us more harm than anything else. They join the Cop- 
perheads, and do all the mischief possible. I am sending them south, 
but this, too, is difficult; the rebels despise, and I think they will refuse 
them; nevertheless a first installment starts to-day. My Orders, No. 
30, is designed to keep within strict law. One county will get cases 
enough. I hope you will keep them at work. The object is to create 
a wholesome fear. That is already established here in the city. You 
can arrest and hold for trial. There is now no doubt as to the propriety 
of punishing with death those who come into our lines to recruit rebels. —. 
A case has been taken up to the President and approved by him. A 
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'. few executions will check that business in this State: Price has sent 


recruiting officers through the country, and we must look out for them. 


Major | Robert] Smith, paymaster, reported everything remarkably quiet — 


in your district, and seemed to think we might bring away some of the 
force now there. Consider the matter of sending some of your force to 
Rolla or Springfield, if forage could be had there. I must have our 


forces forward, and so convenient as to meet intended raids from Ar-— 


kansas. Try to make your troops move about in various directions, and 
report to me how and where they move. We must not allow the vipers 
to make their nests, or, if they do, we must crush the eggs before they 
hatch. I think, on the whole, our news from the east and south is 
encouraging. 
Very truly, yours, 
[SAML. R. CURTIS, ] 
Major-General. 


Hpqgrs. Frrst Division, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Salem, Mo., May 13, 1863. 
Brigadier-General ORME, 
Commanding Army of the Frontier, Rolla, Mo.: 

Siz: I reached here this afternoon with the Tenth and Eleventh 
Kansas, and 10 men of the Sixth Kansas Cavalry as escort. , 

Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, with two companies of the Sixth Kan- 
sas, and men of the Second Brigade not returned to Fort Scott when the 
brigade left there, will be here on the 16th instant. 

I will, to-morrow, communicate to the commanding officers of that 
portion of the First Division which I found here my order assuming com- 
mand, a copy of which Iinclose. I would have delayed issuing that 
order until my arrival here had it not been necessary to assume the 
command before leaving Kansas, so as to issue to the Sixth Regiment, 


~ 


which had not been in my brigade, the orders necessary to carry out the © 


telegram of General Herron of the 25th April, sent to me at Leaven- 
worth, as to marching the troops back from Kansas. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General, Comdg. First Div. Army of the Frontier. 


[Inclosure.] 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpqrs. Ist Div., ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
No. 1. Camp Jewell, Vernon Co., Mo., April 26, 1863. 
Pursuant to orders from Major-General Herron, the undersigned as- 
sumes command of the First Division of the Army of the Frontier. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General, 


_HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF: KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., May 14, 1863. 
Col. N. P. CHIPMAN, : 
Chief of Staff, Department of the Missouri: 

COLONEL: I am just in receipt of your telegram of yesterday, inform- 
ing me that the general commanding has approved of the proposition to 
exchange the Wisconsin troops for the Sixth Kansas. It will be im- 
possible for me to send the Wisconsin troops to General Herron until I 


have the Sixth Kansas or other troops to relieve them. I am greatly 
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embarrassed for want of troops. I have not only insufficient to support 
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Colonel Phillips in his efforts to hold the Indian country and Western > 


Arkansas, but have not half the number of troops required to defend 
' the border from guerrilla raids and to do escort duty. After furnishing 
escort for a supply train and paymaster, just left for Colonel Phillips’ 
command, I have not amounted man at Fort Scott or within 25 miles 
of that post. The postis garrisoned by only about 200 infantry at Fort 
‘Leavenworth and one-half of a squadron of cavalry. All the other 
troops, about 500 mounted men, are in Jackson, Cass, or Bates County, 
_ Missouri, where rebel guerrillas are every day becoming more numerous. 


'. They have all crossed the river from the north side, and are concentrat- 


ing in the frontier counties between Kansas City and Fort Scott. Many 
are returning from the south, and their numbers are swelling daily. 
They are also making raids into the southwestern portion of Kansas, 
and a general state of alarm exists among the settlers, and as a last re- 
_ sort, for the protection of the loyal people of this State, which has fur- 
- nished 30 \per cent. more men than any other State to enter the service, 
I have been compelled to authorize the sheriffs of the border counties 
to raise a posse from among the few that remain at home for the pro- 
- tection of their laws and property. I shall furnish them such arms as 


I have, and direct them to co-operate with the regular forces. This is, 


the only way that loyal people can be protected until I can have troops ~ 


furnished me. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General. 


OFFICE KANSAS City AND SANTA FE Mar Company, 
; Kansas City, Mo., May 14, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JAMES G. BLUNT: ; 
Sir: The late raid upon the Santa Fé road, of which you are doubtless 
advised, and by which this company have lost some valuable stock and 
travelers’ money and other valuables, furnished evidence that without 
suitable protection from the military authorities, by way of sufficient 
guards at different points between this city and Council Grove, Kans., 
the United States mails, which we have contracted to carry according 
to schedule received from Post-Office Department at Washington, are 
liable to be much delayed, if not entirely lost, as well as life and prop- 


erty of citizens and travelers upon the route endangered, and the mail — 


contractors made liable to loss of such stock as may be placed upon the 
road for the transportation of said mails. We were assured at the De- 
partment that the military commander of this district would furnish 
requisite protection when needed. We have, therefore, taken the lib- 
erty of addressing you, to request that, if this portion of the mail route 
be within your jurisdiction, it may be rendered safe from the incursions 
of these bands of armed men known to exist for the avowed purpose of 
plunder, which incursions are both easy and profitable to them from the 
necessarily exposed condition of the stock of this company at different 
stations. To this end we petition you as military commander of this 
district to dispose such a force as is in your judgment necessary at 
points upon the line. ans 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, ete 

M. COTTRELL & CO., 
Proprietors Kansas City and Santa Fé Mail and Stage Company, 
Per D. W. WELLS. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 216. Washington, May 14,1863. 
I. Brig. Gen. OC. T. Campbell, U. S. Volunteers, will report to Maj. . 
Gen. John Pope, U. 8. Volunteers, commanding Department of the 
Northwest, for assignment to duty. 
* : * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Halleck : 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, May 15, 1868. 
Hon. H. T. BLow, C. D. DRAKE, and others, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Your dispatch of to-day is just received. It is very painful to me 
that you in Missouri cannot or will not settle your factional quarrel 
among yourselves. I have been tormented with it beyond endurance 
for months by both sides. Neither side pays the least respect to my 
appeals to your reason. I am now compelled to take hold of the case. — 

A. LINCOLN, « 


Post, Waynesville, Mo., May 15, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS A. DAVIES, 
Commanding District of Rolla, Mo.: 


GENERAL: I have just received the important information, from B. — 


Colwin, one of General Herron’s scouts, that they discovered a large 
camp of upward of 100 bushwhackers, with a great many stolen horses, | 
in the vicinity of Mcuntain Store, near Hutton Valley, about 80 miles | 
from this place. [intended to telegraph immediately to the commanding 
officer at Lebanon, and request him to send about 30 men, under com- 
mand of Lieutenant [David] Hunter, who knows that country well, to 
join my men ; but B. Colwin believes that it would be better to postpone 
an expedition some eight days, in order to lay some traps for them. He 
will start again on Monday to get all information he possibly can, and 
will notify us where our forces, who will be sent after the bushwhackers, 
can meet him. But I beg leave to state to you that we have not men 
enough at this place to send out strong scouting parties, escort the stage — 
and trains, and hold this post; therefore I would suggest to you, if you 
would send some infantry to hold this post for a short time, our cavalry 
would be more effective. Infantry would answer all the purpose, 
especially as forage is scarce in this country; and if you could not send 
us any from Rolla, would you permit me to call in some of the Enrolled 
Missouri Militia in this vicinity, to serve at this post on guard duty, 
when our men have left ? 

To deceive the people around here, in order to prevent the bush- 
whackers getting any information, I have circulated the false report that 
we would be removed from here in some eight or ten days, and some in- 
fantry be put in our place. 

I am earnestly determined to break up these camps of bushwhackers 
and marauders, who have recently committed so much depredation, 
and I hope you will excuse me if I put you to any trouble, and would 
respectfully request you to give me your assistance and instructions. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
WALDEMAR FISCHER, 
Major Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Commanding Post. 
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Hpgrs: INDIAN TERRITORY AND WisTeRN ARKANSAS, . 
Fort Blunt, 0. N., May 15, 1863. 
Major-General BLUNT: 


Siz: Iam happy in being able to inform you that everything in a 
military point of view is in good condition. The line of fortifications 
are completed, although, of course, the works are not finished. It can- 
not be taken even by a large force. My command has worked hard. I | 
have now a large mounted force on Grand River, guarding my line of 
transportation. It is under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Schaurte. 

Colonel Dole is now at Maysville, with a large scout and howitzer, 
to aid Schaurte in breaking the line the rebels tried to open through 
that way to Maysville. I sent Colonel Dole, with 500 men and howit- 
zers, into Arkansas, toward Dutchtown, Cane Hill, and Prairie Grove. 
I sent 13 wagons, which were filled with wheat and corn, just ground 
at Hildebrand’s Mill, and on the way here. 

Captain [Henry S.] Anderson was assigned, at your request, to recruit 
a battalion in Arkansas.. Some of the militia 1 employed last winter 
have joined him, and he has one company already well under way. I 
have no doubt but he will raise at least a battalion. 

With some Cherokee soldiers and Arkansas recruits, Captain Ander- 
son fought a portion of Carroll’s command near Cincinnati, on the 10th 
instant, routing a force much larger than his own; killed the rebel Cap- 
- tain Brown and 10 of his men in the engagement. 

Lieutenant [Maxwell] Phillips, who recently came down with a de- 
tachment of stragglers from the Creek regiment up at Fort Scott, had 
a fight at Cabin Creek with Livingston’s men. After an hour’s fight, 
he routed them, killing 3 and wounding several. 

The Arkansas River is down so as to be nearly fordable. The enemy - 
have been for the past five days in considerable force on the river, and 
fire heavily at my pickets all the time. I do not permit my pickets to 
waste their ammunition by returning the fire, except when they come 
to the water’s edge. 

So close a surveillance is kept that I find it difficult to keep posted as 
to the enemy’s movements. Several of my spies have been taken. One 
soldier, Third Indian Regiment, was mortally wounded two days ago, 
by firing, over the river. 

The river has not been fordable ; besides, I have all the force I could 
spare from the defense of the front (nearly half of my command) scout- 
_ ing in my rear to keep my line open, and on my flank in Arkansas. 

_ When my train is in and safely back, probably I will strike over the river 
againattheenemy. I learn that the enemy has a considerable force 15 
miles this side of North Fork, their transportation being at North Fork, 
50 miles distant. They have conscripted everything in the country, 
and hold them in a vise. I willhave to break them up to fill up the two 
new regiments. i 

Fort Smith has been reinforced by two new regiments, under Crump, 
from Texas. Cabell’s forces have been in Arkansas; Carroll’s and 
Monroe’s regiments near Rhea’s Mills, and a battalion at Fayetteville. 
When my command entered Arkansas they fell back southeast; but, 
as they are a light-mounted force, will probably soon return. i 

My horse stock is a good deal run down, as it is grass-fed and ha 
had very hard work. I have been keeping out on my rear and flanks 
all I can mount. 

I directed Colonel Williams to send 200 men to Cabin Creek, to escort 
the train, until he met Colonel Schaurte, who is at the forks of the road 
- near Cabin Creek, guarding the approach of the refugee and supply — 
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train. By sonie unaccountable affair, the refugee train, which ought to 
have been here two weeks ago, is not here. I.ordered the lieutenant in 
charge of the escort not to permit the men to scatter. I furnished 
_ the escort because I knew beforehand that my commissary train would 
not bring bread enough, and the people were starving. I expected to 
get from it flour for my soldiers, as I loaned the agent the last I gave 
him (a month ago). 

_ With the train and supplies in the commissary building within the 
' walls of Fort Blunt, I would be in a good deal bettershape. I intend to 
unload the train in as few hours as possible, and send it straight back. 
_ , Can I order the colored regiment to support me here, if necessary ? 


Very respectfully, Eee 
5% ; Colonel, Commanding. 


‘Hpgrs. INDIAN TERRITORY AND WESTERN ARKANSAS, 
33 ‘Fort Blunt, C. N-, May 15, 1863. 
Major-General BLUNT: 
Stm: I have learned with deep anxiety that my supply train, which 
‘I directed should be returned immediately, was sent off to Missouri after 
corn, and a deliberate intention expressed of not sending it for twelve 
days or two weeks. I learn positively that it had not started some time 
after its arrival at Fort Scott, and that language in the last degree dis- 
respectful to me was freely uttered in Fort Scott, and a determination 
expressed by certain officials to starve me out. When the command of 
the brigade was given, on your direction, by General Schofield’s order 
last winter, the supply train was then (as a separate commander in the 
field) placed under my control. This was formally done by Schofield’s 
order, without a syllable having been said on the subject by me. When 
General Curtis gave the command of the Highth and Ninth Districts 
to me, the same control over my supply train was nominally conveyed, 
and yet I never have had such control. A quartermaster at Fort Scott 
has even presumed to send me orders. The most disrespectful language 
toward me was continually used to subordinate officers of my command. 
My directions for the return of the train were in every instance trampled 
upon and disobeyed, and in the dead of winter, before the enemy, the 
line that was to have supplied me up to this day has not actually fur- 
nished me over one-third of what we were legitimately entitled to.. So 
long as by terrible efforts I could subsist my command, even in a meager 
way, I did not murmur, for I thought, as an officer of the Government, 
it, behooved me to do and suffer all that might be necessary in the hour 
of its trials and calamities. Now, however, a point has been reached 
that would subject me to the just censure of the Government and every 
honorable man, if allowed—what would ruin the command intrusted to 
‘me. When the train left, Quartermaster [Merritt H.] Insley and Com- 
missary [Robert W.] Hamer were notified that we had only about twenty 
days’ short (or partial) rations. For the past ten days we have had very 
little bread, although carrying on extensive fortifications. My men are 
now on two ounces of flour per day. The effective power of my force 
in the field and on the works is reduced. My power to recruit the two 
‘Indian regiments is crippled, as also the battalion raising under your 
instructions in Arkansas. } 
I am againstartled by an increase of sickness, carefully noted by my 
‘medical director, Dr. [Henry J.] Maynard, First Arkansas Cavalry, who 
has been of eminent service tome. At the close of the winter, even with 
the small-pox, the health of my command was, I am certain, at least as 
ay oe ‘ 
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good as ‘that of any corps in the United’ States. An increase of eiccaest 
at the beginning of the season, evidently caused by partial starvation, | 
has awakened my profoundest regret. I believe you know that it is true 
when I say that perhaps no commander was ever more beloved by his | 
men than I am by my Indian command. Acting under the inspiration 
“I give them, they have attempted and accomplished almost impossi-_ 
bilities. They are suffering now, but they bear with a heroism that I 
admire, while it grieves me. That they should do so is no reason why 
I should continue to see them suffer. 1 would be utterly unworthy of 
the command I hold unless I uttered my most earnest protest and made > 
every possible effort against the action of these men at Fort Scott, so 
damaging, impolitic, and wicked ; deliberately to starve a heroic com- 
mand to death is surely the most culpable of crimes. : 
I understand that complaints have been made, or pretext raised, that 
I interfered with the trains, &c. Had I done so asacommander before 
the enemy, it was not competent for a captain or major and quartermas- 
ter to regulate or censure. As a question of fact, such complaints are 
simply ridiculous. There is not a man in all Fort Scott that feels as 
intense solicitude as I do about every ounce of transportation in my 
supply train. [ask of you, however, and demand, if such charges are 
made, the strictest scrutiny into my conduct in the premises ; and I ask 
of you, General Blunt, for that command of which you might be proud, 
as well as 1 am, that it be saved from the recurrence of such calamities, 
~ While a separate commander, surely my orders about my supply trains 
ought to be respected. Out of the respect I bear you, and not knowing 
what embarrassments might present themselves as regards your affairs 
at Fort Scott, I have suffered as long as I can quietly suffer with honor. 

I have just been able, with 500 men and 13 wagons, to make a dash 
into Arkansas, driving back Cabell’s forces and gleaning out 400 
bushels of wheat and corn, which will be ground and here to-morrow, 
and will give me 12 ounces for six or seven days. So 

I send you this by my commissary, Captain [George S.] Gaylord, who 
will explain thoroughly the condition and necessities of my command, 
If necessary, I have directed him to proceed to Saint Louis, if it should 
be deemed proper after he sees you. Oaptain [Chester] Thomas, my 
quartermaster, also proceeds with him, to secure a better arrangement 
for the future. I did not desire them to wait for the train, for fear the 
misfortune of this last train should be duplicated, and the train again 
lie at Fort Scott long enough to make a trip. 

I respectfully urge upon you that, if necessary, you will present this 
matter to headquarters of the department and the War Department. I 
have found it necessary to follow the trains and strip from them the 
horses and stock, which certain parties seemed to think these trains 
were sent into the Nation to steal. I have prevented gamblers and 
_ loafers from coming into the command, and have punished the petty 
liquer venders who brought in liquor into this Indian command, to its 
ruin, if permitted. 

With the deepest regard for the Government interests, I have done 
all this, and have done it with a hand of iron. If I have offended any 
parties by doing so, I think I can assure you that I have no desire to 
serve the Government a moment longer than I can do so honestly and 
with honor. 

Believing that from you I will receive all the aid you can afford when 
the case is ‘aid: before you, I remain, with respect, yours, very truly, 

SW MUA. PAI LLP So 
Colonel, ‘Commanding. 
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a Mrmpnis, TENN., May 16, 1863—6 p. m. 

» Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauieck, 3 | 

General-in- Chief : 

_ Marmaduke, with 4,000 men, is near Wittsburg or Crowley’s Ridge, 

_ Ark. Price is reported to have sent 5,000 to Monroe to Kirby Smith, 
and to have left Little Rock on May 11 to join Marmaduke. They 
threaten Helena or some: other point on the Mississippi. Cavalry in 
considerable force are gathering at Okolona. Moore’s brigade is being 

» mounted. I shall mount infantry from horses captured in Mississippi, 

_ and look them up in a few days. 

. 8S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Rolla, Mo., May 16, 1863. 
» Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

It is telegraphed here that Brigadier-General Schofield has been as- 
signed to the command of this department. If such is the case, I would 
respectfully ask to be relieved from duty in this department and ordered 
somewhere else. I cannot consent to serve under General Schofield, and 
would prefer to have my resignation accepted than be compelled to do 
so. Brigadier-Generals Vandever and Orme make the same request. 

; F. J. HERRON, 

Major-General, Commanding Army of the Frontier. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, May 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON, Folla, Mo.: 
Your dispatch threatening to resign rather than to serve under Gen- 
eral Schofield has been received and shown to the President. He directs 
‘me to say that he is unaware of any valid objection to General Scho- 
field, he having recently commanded the Department of the Missouri, 
giving almost universal satisfaction.so far as the President ever heard. 
He directs me to add that he has appreciated the services of General 
Herron and rewarded them by rapid promotions, but that, even in him, 
insubordination will be met as insubordination, and that your resigna- 
tion will be acted upon as circumstances may require whenever it is 
tendered. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


ed 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, May 17, 1863. 
Major-General Curtis, Saint Louis: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 13th is just received. The gunboat 
flotilla has been requested to operate up the Arkansas River as early 
as possible, and General Grant will assist the moment his troops can 
be spared for that purpose. I think you overestimate the rebel force in 
Arkansas. Accounts received from other sources give Marmaduke only ~ 
4,000 or 5,000. Price has sent 5,000 men to Monroe, to re-enforce Kirby 
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Smith, who is marching against’ General Banks by Alexandria. It is — 


q 


not possible that Price can have 11,000 men at Little Rock; moreover, — 


rebel accounts admit that he is very deficient in arms and munitions. 
I can only repeat the opinion so often expressed, that a force moving 


from the Mississippi River into the interior of Arkansas will prevent _ 
any attempt to invade Missouri. I regret that I have no control of the ~ 


gunboat flotilla. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


OFFICE NEOSHO INDIAN AGENCY, 
Fort Scott, Kans., May 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JAMES G. BLUNT, 
Leavenworth, Kans.: 


DEAR GENERAL: I have often written you on matters appertaining to 


mutual and the public interest, without making any apparent impression ~ 


on your mind. I feel prompted, from the deep regard I feel for people 
living on the Osage Reservation and along the northern boundary, to 
say that raids are constantly being made into that country by small 
bandits for the purpose of plunder, and I am informed that official in- 


formation has been conveyed to you (which you are bound to respect) — 


that the Osages are in collusion with these rebel bands. This I utterly 


deny, and the achievement of the 15th clearly proves their loyalty and 


good feeling. I write for the purpose of suggesting the propriety of 
organizing one company of Osages, under one of the captains of Osage 
companies, who are not now on duty, and who have not been mustered 


— 


out, and detail them on duty in this country, to report to and be under — 


command of Captain Doudna. They know that country, and will, in 


my opinion, protect it against all invasion, for which they should’ be — 


paid. This, it seems to me, can be done under the old organization. 
On the 15th, they met a party of robbers on the Verdigris. After the 
proper inquiries, and receiving no satisfaction from them, they attacked 
them and killed the entire party (19 in number), leaving no one to tell 
the tale. They cut off their heads, over which they held a “‘ war dance.” 
Two Osages were killed. 
If this suggestion should meet your view of the exigencies pending, I 


should, with pleasure, render any assistance in my power. . They are in . 


high glee, and have been furnished with plenty of ammunition. They 
are anxious to be thus organized and act for their mutual protection. 
Very respectfully, yours, &c., 
P. P. ELDER. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MExico, 
Santa Fé, N. Mex., May 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. Curtis, U. 8. Volunteers, 
Comdg. Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


GENERAL: We have circumstantial intelligence that a rebel force | 


from Texas is moving toward this Territory, with a view to its conquest, — 


and to the conquest of the Territory of Arizona as well. I have spies 
and scouts out to ascertain the strength of the enemy, which is reported 


-as being twice as strong as all the force within this department. These - 


reports are doubtless greatly exaggerated, but I deem it prudent to ask 
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-_- you to give orders that all the availableforce in Colorado Territory beheld 

___- In readiness to march to New Mexico at a day’s notice. I have rumors 

that a force of rebels with five pieces of artillery is on the plains south- 

eastwardly from this city. If so, it is doubtless some marauding force 

sent out to depredate on the trains, public and private, which will be 

coming to New Mexico from Missouri during the next four months. I 

have applied to the War Department for a regiment, say twelve com- 

panies of cavalry, to be stationed—four companies at old Fort Atkinson, 

four at the Lower Cimarron Springs, and four at or near Cold Spring. 

The property at stake is very large, and the stores destined for this 

remote department are vital to the existence of the troops. I have no 

troops that I can put upon that road, and must leave its protection to 
yourself. . 

Inclosed please find the copy of a letter from the Headquarters of the 

Army, authorizing me to call upon you for help in case of actual danger. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


- Servant 
JAMES H. CARLETON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


oe 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, May 17, 1863. 
Major-General PopE, Milwaukee, Wis. : 

General Roberts will be sent to report: to you as soon as General 
Schenck can relieve him, probably in a few days. General Sully has 
probably joined you by this time. I think he had better take General 
Cook’s place, on the Upper Missouri. It is urged that that column 
should move on the west side of the river, so as to cover Nebraska and 
the Overland Stage and Telegraph Route. Of course, it should operate 
where it can give the most protection. In these movements you will 
not be restricted by department lines. 

H. W. HALLECK, p 


General-in-Chief. 


HDQrs. THIRTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT IOWA INFANTRY, 
New Madrid, Mo., May 18, 1863. 


Capt. H. C. FILLEBROWN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Caprain: A large amount of contraband goods are carried back from 
Commerce, Lane’s Landing, and other points between Cape Girardeau 
and this post, through the swamp to the rebels. I have captured in this 
swamp during the last week 49 barrels of whisky, some quinine, mor- 
phine, &c. The whisky was destroyed, except3 barrels given to guides. 
The smugglers I send to Saint Louis for trial. We have destroyed over 
100 barrels of whisky on its way to the rebels through this swamp, in 

- dug-outs, ferry-boats, &c., during last month and this, and a large amount 
has gone through. No shipment should be allowed to other than mili- 
- tary posts below Cape Girardeau. 
Rebel deserters report conscripting going on throughout Arkansas, 
the rebels preparing for an advance into this State. They have col- 
lected supplies at Powhatan. Arkansas is represented as being almost 
destitute of provisions, and their army poorly supplied. 
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The German Texas troops, Walker’s division, disaffected to the rebel 
cause. Raids into this State for horses and supplies, in advance of 
Price, should he move, may be expected. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. D. H. HUGHES, : 
Colonel, Commanding. © 


: MILWAUKEE, May 18, 1863. 
General HALLECK: 
General Sully arrived, but health not strong enough for active cam- 
_ paign. I had designed to send Roberts or Elliott in charge of expe- 
dition from Missouri River. Shall send Roberts at once, if he can be 
got here in time.. In consequence of delays or embarrassments, only — 
part of Nebraska cavalry reported, and they in bad condition. Sent. 
you report by mail. General Cook has only about 1,600 men for expe- 
dition; I have no more. I would be glad to have Roberts at once, if he 
can be sent. Some officer.of experience and activity should command 
_ the expedition from Fort Randall. Would be glad to know if he can - 
~ come, so as to decide on the subject. I leave for Minnesota on the 23d. 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General. 


Te, 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 

; Washington, May 19, 1863. 

Major-General PopE, Milwaukee, Wis.: / 
Orders to General Roberts issued two days ago. General Schenck 
has probably relieved him by this time. I think you will do wrong to 
send Roberts in charge of the Missouri expedition. Sully is the man 
for that place. On seeing your telegram, the Secretary directed me to 

say to you that Roberts should not be assigned as you propose. 

H. W. HALLECK, ! 
General-in- Chief. | 


———oOoee err er eee 


MILWAUKEE, May 19, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK: 

I had no sort of wish to send Roberts in command of Indian expedi- 
tion, except that I thought it would be best for the service. As you 
desire, I have sent Sully. I hope the War Department is assured that: 
I have no object, except to do the best I can with the means at m 
command. ae 
\ JNO. POPE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, : 
Milwaukee, Wis., May 19, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALL&CK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit inclosed copy of dispatch 
from General Sibley, which reiterates views and opinions I have already 
laid before the Government. This dispatch is submitted only for the, 
purpose of again’ inviting the attention of the President to this subject. 
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-Tunderstand that the authorities of the Hudson Bay Company in the 
region concerned are more than willing that our troops should pursue 
their operations against ‘the hostile Sioux anywhere within the British 

' possessions, and I submit this telegram of General Sibley in the hope 
_ that the necessary authority may be obtained from the English Gov- 
ernment through its minister in Washington. The people of this region 
of British America are quite as much interested as ourselves to keep 
the wild Indians in subjection, but they have neither the military force 
to do this themselves nor the influence to control the action of these 
Indians, either in regard to themselves or to us. Unless, therefore, » 
authority can be obtained to pursue the hostile Sioux wherever they 
-may seek refuge north of our boundary, it is nearly certain that the 
Indian campaign will be fruitless of results. The subject is worthy of 
the serious attention of the Government, and I submit it accordingly. 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO, POPE, 
‘Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA, 

= Saint Paul, May 19, 1863—2 p. m. 
Major-General POPE: 

Reliable dispatches from Pembina, of 6th instant, state that Little 
Crow and others, leaders in the massacres of last year, are seeking to 
obtain land within the British territory. Unless permission can be 
‘procured to pursue the Indians across -the line, the main object of the 
expedition may be frustrated. 

H. H. SIBLEY, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 224, } Washington, May 19, 1863. 


* # * * * * * 

II. Brig. Gen. Benjamin 8S. Roberts, U. S. Volunteers, will report, in 
person, to Maj. Gen. John Pope, commanding Department of the North- 
west, Milwaukee, Wis., as soon as he is relieved from duty in the Mid- 
dle Department. 

* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Halleck : 
EH. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. : 


OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER, 
Kansas Otty, Mo., May 21, 1863. 


Maj. Gen, JAMES G. BLUNT, © 
Commanding District of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth, Kans. : 


_ GENERAL: I take the opportunity offered by the visit of Captains 
[John J.] Sears and [D. M.] Jarboe to your headquarters to furnish you 


‘19 R R—VOL XXII, PT 


4 3 


290. -MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT.N. W.  [Cuar. XXXIV. 


tA 


with a few facts in regard to the operations of the guerrillas and bush- 
whackers in this vicinity. They have hitherto confined their operations. 


to robbing Union men of Missouri, with few exceptions. They are now 
invading Kansas and robbing Santa Fé trains leaving this city, and — 


this is of nightly occurrence. Bae 
These Mexicans are all loyal citizens, and’ deserve the protection of 
- United States troops. They only ask a slight aid from the military, being 
able and willing to defend themselves, if permitted to do so; but their 
arms have been taken from them by the commander at Westport, as I 
“am. informed, and they are defenseless. The citizens of this city con- 
sider it the duty of the military authorities to furnish the necessary pro- 
tection to these loyal people, as well as to the trade of this place. 
As an officer, I can only recommend that adequate protection be 1m- 
mediately furnished. 
The circumstances of these attacks upon the Mexican trains are most 
atrocious, as will be explained by the officers above named. 
Very. respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; THEO. 8S. CASE, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


WASHINGTON, D. ©., May 22, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis, Mo. : 


GENERAL: You have been ordered, by the direction of the President, 


to relieve Maj. Gen. S. R. Curtis from the command of the Department 


‘of the Missouri. This is one of the most important military departments 
in the United States, and the command will require the exercise of mili- 
tary talent as well as administrative ability, and the utmost vigilance. 
Your acquaintance with the country and the leading men of your de- 
partment will be of great value to you in the performance of the arduous 
and important duties of your command. 

It is not intended to embarrass you with minute and detailed instruc- 
tions. The correspondence between these headquarters and Major- 
General Curtis will put you in possession of the general views of the 
Government in regard to military operations. I will state them briefly. 


General Curtis’ Pea Ridge campaign was simply to expel Price’s army. 


from Missouri; that was not deemed a proper line by which to invade 
Arkansas. Hence he was directed to unite with Steele and move down 
White River. As soon as the Mississippi.was opened to the Arkansas, 


the former became the true base and the latter the true line of opera- 


tions. I endeavored to impress this upon General Curtis. But he 
brought troops from Helena to operate from Pilot Knob, and again 


pushed forward a column into Western Arkansas. If, on the contrary, — 


he had simply held two or three fortified points, like Springfield, Rolla, 
and Pilot Knob, and pushed his entire force from the Mississippi River 


to Little Rock, I think Missouri would have been freed from all fear of | 


invasion and the enemy kept south of the Arkansas River. 

. Again, my dispatches to General Curtis will show that I have fre- 
quently urged upon him not to scatter his troops so much in the inte- 
rior of the department, but to push them forward for the defense of the 
southern frontier, and send all who could be spared for such purpose 


down the Mississippi, or to General Rosecrans; but it seems that the 
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general has been under a serious apprehension of insurrections in the 
interior and northern counties. From the best advices we could obtain 
here, there were not sufficient grounds for such apprehensions. But, 
as General Curtis had better means of judging of the dangers, I did 
not deem it proper to entirely disregard his fears. In the early part of 


the war, when Price was within the State, or near the frontier, with a_ 


large army, there was a necessity for a considerable force in the inte- 


rior, but the case is now very different, and I am told by reliable Union - 


men that the volunteer troops, especially those from Kansas, in the 


counties on the Missouri River, do much more harm than good by an- 
noying, irritating, and plundering the inhabitants. It is said that 


those there who at the outset sided with Price and his rebel gang, but 
have since been permitted to return and settle down as quiet and peace- 
able citizens, are now treated as enemies. No worse policy could pos- 
sibly be adopted. It is hoped you will remedy. these alleged evils, and 
send south into the field all the volunteer troops who can be spared 


from Missouri and Kansas. There has been no hostile force in Kansas — 


since the heginning of this war, nor has there been, so far as I could 


learn, any danger of an invasion of that State, or of an insurrection of - 


its inhabitants against the Government and authority of the United 


States; and yet a very large force has been kept and supported there, 


at an enormous expense to the National Treasury, and to the annoyance . 


and injury of the inhabitants of the bordering territory. Both whilein 
command of that department and since, I have endeavored to bring 
these forces into the field, where they could be made useful to the Gov. 
ernment; but in these efforts I have been overruled, and, for reasons 
which I could never fully understand, these enormously expensive 
troops have been left in Kansas, where they were of no possible use, or 
sent into Missouri, where they were very much worse than useless. In 
my opinion, they should be either sent to Salt Lake, to guard the emi- 


grant trains, or moved south to fight the rebels. In whatever use yoa — 


may determine. to make of these troops, you will have all the support | 


which the War Department and these headquarters can give you. A 
regiment of Nebraska cavalry, on report of General Curtis that it could 
be spared from his department, was ordered some time ago to report for 
duty to General Pope, at Sioux City, for operations against the Indians. 
The authorities of Nebraska afterward protested against this order, 
and General Curtis asked that it be rescinded. This was refused. 
Nevertheless, General Pope reports that the order has never been com- 
plied with, and I cannot ascertain from General Curtis how the matter 
now really stands. You will immediately examine into this matter, 
and either carry out the original order to General Curtis, or use these 


troops to escort emigrant trains to Salt Lake, as under existing circum- | - 


stances you may deem best. You will, as soon as you ascertain the real 
facts of the case, advise General Pope, and give him all possible assist- 
ance in his contemplated Indian campaign. At this distance, and act- 
ing under very imperfect information, I cannot give you on these 
subjects very positive or minute instructions. Much must be left to 
your discretion and more enlightened judgment; but we will leave, 
for the present, active military operations in the field, and direct our at- 
tention for a moment to administrative matter, which will constitute 
the most annoying, arduous, perplexing, and responsible duties of your 
command. 

On this subject I commend to your careful attention the field instruc- 


‘tions published in General Orders, No. 100, current series. These in- 
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structions have been most carefully considered before publication. 
Nevertheless, they are very imperfect, and as Missouri is peculiarly 
situated, many questions may arise which are not here alluded to. I 
- can only advise you, in regard to such matters, to consult the best 
authorities, and to act with deliberation and [coolness ?] upon each sep- 
arate question as it arises. A hasty and inconsiderate decision often 


leads to serious difficulties and embarrassment. On such matters I will 


give you all the assistance which time and opportunity will permit. In 
referring these questions to these headquarters, you will take into con- 


sideration that I have very little time to devote to a single military 


department, and more particularly to an individual case. 
In‘conclusion, general, I desire to assure you that in the high and 
responsible position and duties to which you are assigned you will have 
all the support, assistance, and co-operation which can be given you 
from these headquarters. You owe your present appointment entirely 
to the choice of the President himself. I have not, directly or indirectly, 
interfered in the matter; but I fully concur in the choice, and will give 
you all possible support and assistance in the performance of the ardu- 
- ous duties imposed upon you. 
You have just left General Rosecrans, and know his want of cavalry. 


If you can assist him in this matter, I desire you will do so without | 


‘delay. If you can raise any troops in Northern Missouri, Kansas, Ne- 
braska, or Colorado to guard emigrant trains, report by telegraph. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ates DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No, 41. . Saint Louis, Mo., May 24, 1863. 


Pursuant to orders from the War Department of the 12th instant, the 
undersigned relinquishes the command of this department to Major- 
General Schofield. , ‘ 

In separating from troops with whom he has served so long and 
shared so much of privation, toil, and danger, he avails himself of the 
occasion to express his feelings of friendship and affection for his com- 
rades in arms. 


To the officers and soldiers of the Army of the Southwest, of the 


Army of the Frontier, and of the Army of Southeastern Missouri, and the 
illustrious generals who have led them, he tenders his grateful acknowl- 
edgments. Your long and weary marches are marked by victorious 
_battle-fields that will perpetuate your memory. 
The general also tenders his thanks to the commanders of districts, 
his staff officers, and the provost-marshals and troops that have stood 


watch and ward throughout the country, remote and near, during the’ 


eight months of his department command, for the prudence, wisdom, 


and fidelity they have displayed, securing general success and safety 


throughout the States and Territories embraced in this command. 
Soldiers of the Department of the Missouri! Continue to display your 
loyalty and valor in the service of your country; show to your new 
commander that you deserve the honors you have won, and to the 
world your devotion to civil and religious liberty. . 
SAML. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


~ 
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GENERAL ORDERS, \ Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 42. Saint Louis, Mo., May 24, 1863. 


In compliance with orders from the War Department, the undersigned 
hereby assumes command of the Department of the Missouri. 

The following staff officers are announced, viz: Lieut. Col. A. V. Col- 
burn, assistant adjutant-general, in charge of office; Lieut. Col. C. W. 


Marsh, assistant adjutant-general, Missouri State Militia; Maj. William 


M. Wherry, aide-de-camp, and Maj. A. H. Engle, aide-de-camp. ‘ 
With the above exceptions, the staff of the department will remain 
unchanged until further orders. 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


' 
t 


2 ROLLA, Mo., May 25, 1863. 
Brigadier-General VANDEVER, 


Planters’ House: ia ia 
The balance of your command, including cavalry, artillery, and some — 


infantry, left here on Saturday morning for Pilot Knob, by way of 
Salem. Have you anything new? Can you not come up.here before 
returning to the Knob? © 
F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General. 


ee 


EXECUTIVE. MANSION, 
Washington, May 27, 1863. 


General JoHN M. SCHOFIELD: 


My DEAR Sir: Having relieved General Curtis and assigned you 
to the command of the Department of the Missouri, I think it may be 
of some advantage for me to state to you why I did it. Idid not relieve 
General Curtis because of any full conviction that he had done wrong 


by commission or omission. I did it because of a conviction in my mind — 


that the Union men of Missouri, constituting, when united, a vast ma- 
jority of the whole people, have entered into a pestilent factional quar- 
rel among themselves, General Curtis, perhaps not of choice, being the 
head of one faction, and Governor Gamble that of the other. After 
months of labor to reconcile the difficulty, it seemed to grow worse and 
worse, until I felt it my duty to break it up somehow, and, as I could 
not remove Governor Gamble, I had to remove General Curtis. 

Now that you are in the position, I wish you to undo nothing merely 
because General Curtis or Governor Gamble did it, but to exercise your 
own judgment, and do right for the public interest. Let your military 


measures be strong enough to repel the invader and keep the peace, 


and not so strong as to unnecessarily harass and persecute the people. 
It is a difficult role, and so much greater will be the honor if you per- 
form it well. If both factions, or neither, shall abuse you, you will, 


__ probably, be about right. Beware of being assailed by one and praised 


by the other. 
Yours, truly, 
A. LINCOLN. 
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' DENVER, Cono., May 27, 
Via Saint Louis, May 30, 1863. 
- [General ScuoFIELD: ] 


I sent a special messenger to ‘Woashinstan i in, reference to Indian diffi- - 


culties, and. should have an answer soon. Indians have given notice 
we must fight or leave. Have just had report of a big secret confer- 
ence between Sioux, Arapahoes, and Cheyennes, about 100 miles north. 


. May want our forces strengthened in afew days. Colonel Chivington 


has everything in good shape, and understands the situation well. I 
have confidence in a favorable issue. All quiet at present. » Will keep 
you posted. Forward copy to Secretary of War. 
JOHN EVANS, 
Governor of Colorado Territory. 


¢ 


SamnT PAUL, MINN, May 27, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, Washington: 
Expedition under Sibley leaves Upper Minseets, June 12. Will be 
a delay on Upper Missouri on account of low stage of water. Indians 
still in camp at Devil’s Lake, but not in very considerable force. Only 
fear is that they will take refuge in British possessions. Difficulties 
on account ‘of enrollment for conscription take me back immediately 


_ to Iowa and Wisconsin. By prudence I hope they may be avoided. 


JNO. POPE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, 
Jefferson City, Mo., May 28, 1863. 
pecoi Col. ©. W. MARSH, 
A, A. G., Missourt State Militia, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


COLONEL: Herawith I have the honor to transmit a copy of a report 


just received from Major Mullins, of the First Missouri State Militia 


Cavalry, commanding at Germantown. The report is sent for the in- 


- formation of the general commanding, as showing the condition of affairs — 


in the Southwest. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BEN. LOAN, 
Brigadier-General, Missourt State Militia, 


[Inclosure.] 


GERMANTOWN, Mo., May 24, 1863. 
Maj. JAMES RAINSFORD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Jefferson City: 

Sir: On the 21st instant I sent out a scout from Companies F and G, 
numbering 30, with Captain Moore, of Company I, and Lieutenant 
Groomer, ‘of Company G. The next day they came upon a band of 
rebels on Monigan, or some such creek. Dismounted, unobserved by 
the rebels, and approached within 75 yards of them, and opened fire. 


Without returning the fire, the rebels sought safety by running. The | 
creek being between the two parties, it became necessary for our men 
to remount, in order to pursue, and by the time they were over thecreek —__ 


oe ee ee ee 


ean ee as 
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the rebels were out of sight. One little boy, who was with the rebels, 


_ remained on the ground. Captain Moore brought him into camp. In 


the mélée our men captured 20 horses and some number of saddles, 


bridles, &c., 2 Mississippi rifles, 1 carbine, and 1 double-barrel shot-gun, 


and-a number of saddle-bags, a variety of clothing, &c. There were 
only 22 of the rebels; hence they only got away with 2horses. From 
the trails of blood, several were wounded, and could have been easily 
followed had not, unfortunately, a heavy rain come on just at the time, 
and also night. These two difficulties baffled all farther successful pur- 
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suit, and the captain gave up the chase for the night. Yesterday, the ; 
23d, another scout I sent into the same neighborhood, found a horse, 


saddled, very much besmeared with blood. The horse belonged to an _ 
Enrolled Militia man, and was stolen only a few days before by the 


bushwhackers. My command yesterday shot and killed a very bad 
bushwhacker. I learn he was guilty of all marner of crimes, stealing, 
robbing, and bushwhacking, and last, but not least, rape upon the wife 
of a loyal man belonging to the Enrolled Missouri Militia. This prop- 


erty we have captured is here, subject to orders, and now in the custody __ 


of a sergeant or acting quartermaster. I have mounted some of my 


men out of these horses, they giving receipts for them. I can use, per-. 


_. haps, all of them in this way; and, in fact, itis very difficult to keep the 


men all mounted, and such a thing as buying a cavalry horse is next 
thing to impossible. 
The boy we have here is acaptive; is about fourteen years old, but is 


very small. He represents that he and his brother, who escaped, left — 
Texas about six weeks ago for the purpose of hunting their father. This 
boy’s brother is a year older than the one we have. He says they have> - 


been in Texas four or five years, living with their grandfather; that 
their mother is dead, and that they have not heard from their father for 
two or three years, not since the war began; that they have some rela- 
tivesin Kansas and some in Marion County, Illinois. He says they met 
with this band of rebels at Pineville, and started from there last Mon- 
day. He says there were 200 or more rebels at Pineville, and more 
gathering in daily; that there are rebels now in the State sent up from 
the south, arranging for forage and subsistence for their army. He 
says he heard the men that he was with say so. Some of this band 
formerly resided in Nerthern Missouri, from the names the boy gives; 
and a miniature, captured, is the likeness of a young lady residing in 
Linn County. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
ALEX. W. MULLINS, 
Major First Missourt State Militia Cavalry. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 43. Saint Louis, May 28, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. James Totten, Assistant Inspector-General, U. S. Army, 
is assigned to duty as inspector-general of this department. ; 

An inspector will be appointed for each corps, division, and brigade 
in the field, and one for each military district, who will be styled, re- 
spectively, corps, division, brigade, and district inspectors. = 
- A corps inspector will be a field officer; a division or district in- 


spector will be a major or captain, and a brigade inspector will be a 


‘ 


captain or lieutenant. 
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The inspectors will be appointed by the dgpecunent commander, upon 
the recommendation of the corps, division, brigade, or district command- : 
ers, approved by the intermediate commanders. 

Inspectors will be selected for their high qualities as officers, and for 
the faithful and fearless discharge of their duties. The appointment 
will be considered a high mark of distinction and confidence of the com- 
mander. They are expected to discharge their duties rigidly, and with- 

out partiality, favor, or affection. 

Printed instructions and forms will be furnished from the inspector- 
general’s office. 

Commanders will make nominations of suitable officers for inspectors 

of their commands, with as little delay as practicable. 

By command of Major-General Schofield: . 

4 A. V. COLBURN, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Saint Lovtis, Mo., May 29, 1863. 
_ Major-General BLUNT: 


Coffee is moving north through the western counties of Missouri, to 
* co-operate with Livingston. Colonel Cloud is in pursuit. Look out for 
him. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


_ GENERAL ORDERS, r} HpaqQres. STATE OF Mo., ADIT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
Nos 1T, Saint Louis, May 29, 1868. 


The command of the Enrolled Militia, now in actual service within 
the State, including the provisional regiments, is conferred upon Maj. 
Gen. John M. Schofield, commanding the Department of the Missouri. 

By order of the commander-i in-chief : 

ALEXANDER LOWRY, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Saint Lovis, Mo., May 30, 1863. 
Major-General BLUNT, Leavenworth : 


Maintain Colonel Phillips’ present line, if possible. I should think 
the troops you propose to send would be sufficient. I have made no 
change in the location of the Second Kansas or Colonel Harrison’s 
command thus far. 

It will be difficult to support Fayetteville and Fort Gibson until we 
get possession of the Arkansas River. Can you spare any more troops - 
from the northern part of Kansas? I propose to move some of General 
Loan’s troops into the western counties of Missouri, and transfer those’ 
counties to his district. This may relieve you somewhat. Are there 
any objections to such change ? 

I will see what can be done about horse equipments, and let you know ; 


as soon as possible. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


y 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
; Fort, Leavenworth, Kans., May 30, 1863. 

Maj. C. W. BLarr, 

Commanding Post, Fort Scott: 


Masor: I am just informed, by telegraph from headquarters at Saint 


Louis, that Coffee is moving north through the western tier of counties, to . 
re-enforce Livingston, and that Colonel Cloud is looking after him. You - 


will be required to be vigilant, and watch well the county south of you. 
If Cloud is west of Springfield, keep open communication with him, 
and co-operate with him with such force as you may have, if it is neces- 
sary, to repel any threatened attack. Guerrillas are very numerous 
and troublesome between Kansas City and Fort Scott. Advices from 
Fort Larned, which I deem quite reliable, state that large forces of 


Texans and Indians, with artillery, are approaching from Red River > 


toward the Santa Fé road, which is poorly protected. I am greatly 


embarrassed for want of troops, yet everything must be done thatis | 


possible to maintain our present lines until troops can be procured. If 
Phillips should be compelled to fall back, it would be fatal in the ex- 


treme to our cause in the Indian country. With our present limited 


force, it will require great effort to keep open his line of communication 
for supplies. Six companies of the Second Colorado Infantry will be 
at Fort Scott in a few days. I have directed the Thirteenth Kansas 


to camp southeast of Fort Scott, on Drywood. They will serve as an: 


outpost. 


The new companies of. the Sixth Kansas must be armed with such 


arms as there are in the ordnance department, and made available for 
duty. If they cannot get their horses immediately, they must serve on 


foot. You are authorized to furnish arms, ammunition, and rations to |. 


such of the Osage Indians as tender their services to sustain our cause, 
but they should be under the control of competent and trustworthy men. 
Keep me promptly advised of all information you may receive of move- 
ments below. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., May 30, 1863. 


Col. WILLIAM A. PHILLIPS, 
Commanding Indian Brigade : 

CoLONEL: Yours of the 22d, giving account of engagement on the 
20th near Fort Gibson, is received, and I congratulate you upon your 
success in defeating the enemy and maintaining your position against 
great odds. Iam greatly embarrassed in all parts of my district in not 
having sufficient troops. Guerrillas on the border between Kansas City 
and Fort Scott are multiplying daily, and are very annoying, and I just 
learn from Fort Larned that a force of Texans and rebel Indians, with 
artillery, are approaching the Santa Fé road from Red River. The line 


- below Fort Scott has to be strongly guarded, and our forces at every 


point are inadequate for the work they are required to do; yet I shall 
make use of the little means at my command to maintain my lines, 
hoping that I will soon be able to procure help. I shall do all in my 
‘power to support you in your present position. Knowing full well the 
disastrous consequences that would follow the abandonment of the In- 
dian country, I trust that the colored regiment (Colonel Williams) has 
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penchied you ere this. Six companies of the Second Colerain Infantry 


will arm at Fort Scott in a few days, when they will be sent forward to 


you with two pieces of artillery. I learn that the Second Kansas, with 


one section of battery, has gone to Fayetteville, which will be a support 


to you. You know my views in relation to the necessity of holding the 
Indian country to the Arkansas River. I shaJl expect you to exercise 
your own judgment as regards the details. You should act prudently 
and not take too great risks. If you can maintain your present lines 


until youcan be re-enforced, you willdo well. Keep me advised promptly ° 


of all movements. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN BRIGADE, 
Fort Blunt, C. N., May 31, 1863. ° 
Major-General BLUNT: 


Sir: My supply train starts this morning, it having been delayed one 


or two days on account of the paymaster. In coming in it was attacked. 


by the rebel forces. The evening before, I had sent out all the force 1 


could mount to meet it, under Colonel Schaurte, and sent a force to © 


guard the Arkansas on my right, under Colonel Corwin. The evening 
before, I made a feint at the Rabbit Ford, with a battalion of infantry 
and two pieces of artillery, under Foreman, as if I designed crossing. 


_ The rebels were too well posted, however, to be deceived, as Livin eston 


had been following the train. Suspecting an attack, IL ordered Colonel 
Schaurte to bring it through from Flat Rock in the night (18 miles), 
This movement confused the rebel forces, and although they attacked 
the train at daylight, their forces were divided, and Ll was able to get 
up my infantry and artillery, and get my train immediately within the 
fort. The enemy had left his infantry and artillery over the river, 
bringing over only a mounted force, which was sent separately, so as to 
cut off my train. I endeavored to cut off his retreat from the river, but 
my stock is so poor that it was impossible. Oar loss in the last attack 
was 4 killed and several slightly wounded. The river rose immediately ; 
has not been fordable for several days, but is falling. Learning that 
the negro regiment was ordered here, I directed Colonel Williams not 
to divide his force, but to hurry forward. The enemy are re-enforcing 
and massing against me troops from Arkansas and Texas, as well as 
the Indian Nation. I learn that they give their forces engaged at the 
battle on the bayou at 4,000. I have your orders not to vive. up a foot of 
soil until driven from it, and do not shrink from the somewhat heavy 
responsibilities that press me. I do not regard the massing of the 


rebel force across the river as a misfortune, if I can hold out until re- 


enforced, and the enemy will be more easily and completely broken up 
there than anywhere else. I had intended crossing to attack them 
while the train was here, and would have done so, but the river was up, 
and I expected that they might try to cross, and so divide their forces. 
My position requires the utmos t prudence and circumspection. 

Again I say that while I make no special appeal, I desire to add that 
I ought to be re-enforced speedily. 

Respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, 
= commanding, for May 31, 1863; headquarters Saint Louis, Mo. ; 
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_ Department staff (Saint Louis, Mo.)..........--.- EL cscs 11 il 8 ce) aie rs 
"District of Saint Louis, Brig. Gen. J. W.Davidson:| | tea 
Metatt (SANG LOUK, MO.) 02.0 os.-ne-sccenn=| > AL |occ.lo™ il 1 10 
Benton Barracks, Col B. L. E. Bonneville. .-.. 2,553 | 4,011 | -5,447 | 5,771 
Franklin, Mo., Col. George W. Kincaid .--... 539 634 WED a alsaars tek eas alesse 


_ PostofSaint Louis, Col. Robert R. Livingston. 


Pilot Knob, Mo., Lieut.Col. WarrenS. Dungan- 1,183} 1,818] 2,354] 3,895 A 
Patterson, Mo., Maj. Lothar ee Boa ees 171 187 y HE fal Poms ae pee ed is bs 

Victoria, Mo., Maj. Charles Biehle............ 606 685 730 732 = 

- Potosi, Mo., Maj. George Duffield. ....-....... 824 446 498 500 |. F 

BE oew Madrid, Mo.,.Col. D.. Henry Hughes*....|....3.|.2.20-2-2} sci sence |eecee nee 848 e 

Pacific City, Mo., Maj. John McCullough ..... 403 442 487 487 |e. ma 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., Col. John MeNeil ...... 1,133} 1,315] 1,491] 2,940 g 

8, 233 | 11, 200 | 18, 763 | 18,228 10 


Total District of Saint Louis............... 


Central District of Missouri, Brig. Gen. Ben. Loan: 
_- ‘Staff (Jefferson City, Mo.).-......---------..- 
SETOODS dU GISWIOE one sen cnewew saeeanincccas sss - 


Total Central District of Missouri.......... 


‘District of Rolla, Mo., Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Da- 


vies: 
Staff (Rolla, Mo.) -.- 
Troops in district...... 


Total District of Rolla 


Army of the Frontier, Brig. Gen. Francis J. Her- 


ron: 
ON ALS BR SA PE Se Se aa I Rae oe 15 15 BG ees he 
First Division, Col. Thomas Ewing, jr ..------| 111 | 2,016] 2,633] 3,488] 3,488 |...... 10 
Second Division, Brig. Gen. William Vandever} 128 | 2,903] 3,632 | 4,007] 4,007 |...... 18 
Third Division, Col. Washington F. Geiger..-| 187 | 2,665 | 3,737) 4,751] 4,015 |...--. “6 
Detachment under Maj. Charles Banzhaf. .... 8 199 311 351 AT We sone besetone 
Total Army of the Frontier...-...--.------ 399 | 7,783 | 10,328 | 12,612 | 1], 952 |...... 84 
District of Southwestern Missouri, Col. William 
, ¥F. Cloud: C 
Staff (Springfield, Mo.) ..--.-- -..--.---------- | EES 8 9 Qiinsecss|zerces 
Springfield, Col. John Edwards.......-.------ 71} 1,214 | 1,738] 2,500] 2,519 |...... _ 12 
Newtonia, Col. John F. Philips ....---.-.----- 23 278 434 | 459 CLT fal ELS 2 
CHORD OMNB vaca ainweweces sstasenerewneper--s- 67} 1,182} 1,482) 2,205 | 2,250 |....--)...... 
Total District of Southwestern Missouri...) 169} 2,624] 3,662 | 5, 173 5, 20bcleasers 14. 
District of Northwestern Missouri, Col. Chester 15 338 425 932 ODT ee etulinan sas 
; Harding, jr. (Saint Joseph, Mo.). ales fein dt ot cant 
District of Northeastern Missouri, Col. Odon ? 
 stnif (Palmyra, M 9 9 9 9 
‘ PR MGN lence see sade co gitence ser]: On \-nkanepelO en Bil Me ce eee Os occa] vasa 
aan ti distzlot _ SE aCekoas. deen edearansas2 24 533 638 OO9h) a O20 etee smal eoewen 
* Total Northeastern District of Missouri...) 33| 533] 647 | 678 |_ 1, 529 |......|.-.--- é 
Alton, Ill., Col. William B. Mason (Alton, Til.)-.-| 36 438 | 541 | 568° 560 |.--.+-]------ 
5. * Troops transferred to Vicksburg. 
eis tNo station given. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, §c.—Continued. 
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Western Arkansas and Indian Territory, Col. P 
William A. Phillips: * 
Staff (Fort Blunt, C.N.) ..4:--..5----2 ees Ailsa hs 28 4 6 2c ctie n|meaeten 
Troops in district... ciccs Hop cakwecassaeeeee 76 | 2,351 | 2,692 | 3,140] 3,109 |...... ci 
Total Western Arkansas and Indian Ter- 80 | 2,351 | 2,696 | 3,146) 3,111 |...... we 
ritory. 
—S=_—————_—== oo _——>S> |_ = 
District of Kansas, Brig. Gen. James G. Blunt: 
¥, LAER FS Seales Sow ate cata seeeiechctae TN RE 25 26 22) |iacexa|> cone 
Fort Leavenworth, Col. Charles W. Adams..| 14 219 343 483 582 7 ( 
, Leavenworth City, Capt. Thomas P. Killen -. 1 58 70 USE eereens ese PER. 
Fort Scott, Maj. Charles W. Blair.........---. 15 268 397 659 656 Salt cca 
Fort Larned, Capt. James W. Parmetar....-.- 3 125 169 199 LOZ Sac nal 3 
Fort Riley, Capt. John E. Stewart -........-. 3 108 154 194 193 | een tone a 
Other poitse: snot yan ses munges ae iecswoce eae 187} 8,317} 3,834) 4,792 | 5,146 |...-..]....2, 
Total District of Kansas ...\.....-2.5.c.s2-: 198 | 4,095 | 4,992} 6,451} 6,703 15 ‘ 
District of Colorado, Col. John M. Chivington 46 780'| 1,185.) 3,535) 7, 529.40 oe 1 
(Denver City). 
District of Nebraska, Lieut. Col. William F. Sapp 21 293 456 702 106; }icenmc | ecane 
(Omaha City). 
RECAPITULATION. 
Department staff... cb. 5c. ste eee ew ete e oe ey is fue Pe 11 11 1b Rss ei 
District of Saint Louis. oo. . eee ese coco sesese’ 843 | 8, 233 | 11,200 | 13, 763 | 18,228 10 { 
Central District of Missouri..........-..-.---.-.- 103} 1,723) 2)188 | 2,711) 2,685 |...... ( 
Districbol Rolla. Vw ceca me ce ee ce am see ee 28 420 888 [1,234 |. 0) 272 Tee ae 
Atmy, of thetrontiers: t+ tul. span ascend sce ss 899 | 7,783 | 10, 328 | 12,612 | 11,952 |...... 3. 
District of Southwestern Missouri.....--......-. 169 |: °2,.624 |. 3,662.) 5,173"), 5,255 |osie.% 1. 
District of Northeastern Missouri ........-.-.... 33 533 647 678 | 1,529 
_ Western Arkansas and Indian Territory...-...-... 80 | 2,351] 2,696 | 3,146| 3,111 
District of! Kansas ix..8: «fesse ss davon’ especies 198 | 4,095 | 4,992] 6,451] 6,/g03 
Districtof Colorado 22-22. csuks. wecilee con wccie sos 46 |} 780} 1,185 | 1,535} 1,529 
District of Nebraska: .:....4.....2020-c---+--- Fics wean G 293 456 702 706 |) 
District of Northwestern Missouri. ...-...--..--. 15 338 425 932 937 |. 
PAL TOR TU youens setadmucesncednuslentorsapieetle sion as 36 438 641 568 560 
Grand “totalsscs sooth pe ce mk ae belccin teenie 1,482 | 29,611 | 39,169 | 49,516 | 54, 478 25 8 


Abstract from return of the District of Lastern Arkansas, Maj. Gen: Benjamin M. Prentiss 
U. S. Army, commanding, for May 31, 1863. 
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Headquarters District and Post of Helena.. 3 EINK. a 3 Peele ee 13 14, le eee 
Thirteenth DUVISION Sone cet woods eee eee -| 170 | 3,094) 4,292) 5,054 | 

Cavalry prigade.s. 25s. .td. seek os ceate suduene cubes ces ceecae se 50 958 | 1,435] 1,765. 

i Raat ap ema ape mmo oF EN eel le § 233 | 4,052 | 5,740| 6,833) 


“Not on department return for May. 
t No station given; probably Fort Leavenworth. - 


3 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—uUNION, —«éL 


1 : 


Troops in the District of astern Arkansas, Maj. Gen. Benjamin M. Pren-° 
tiss, U. S. Army, commanding, May 31, 1863. 


; 3 POST OF HELENA. 


Brig. Gen. LEoNaRD F. Ross. 
THIRTEENTH DIVISION.* 
= ‘ 


Brig. Gen. FREDERICK SALOMON. 


' First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. SamMuUEL A. FOSTER. Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. Fisk. 
43d Indiana, Lieut. Col. John C. Major. | 29th Iowa, Lieut. Col. R. F. Patterson. 
35th Missouri, Col. Samuel A. Foster. ‘33d Iowa, Col. Samuel A. Rice. 


28th Wisconsin, Maj. Edmund B. Gray. 36th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Francis M. Drake. 
: 33d Missouri, Lieut. Col. W. H. Heath. 
3d Iowa Battery, Capt. M. M. Hayden. 


SECOND CAVALRY BRIGADE.” 
Col. Cyrus BUSSEY. 


1st Indiana, Maj. Thomas N. Pace. i 
3d Iowa (six companies), Maj. Oliver H. P. Scott. 
5th Kansas, Col. Powell Clayton. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, _ 
Saint Louis, June 1, 1863. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C.: 


_ PRESIDENT: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, dated May 27, explaining the reasons which induced you to make 
a change in the command of this department, and your wish as to the 
principle which shall guide me in the discharge of my most difficult and 
important duties. I shall not fail to carry out your wishes to the fullest 
extent in my power, and shall be thankful for such instructions and 
advice as you may at any time be pleased to giveme. The most serious 
difficulty I shall have to overcome will arise from the differences to 
which you allude between the factions into which the Union people are 
unfortunately divided. It shall be my highest aim, while keeping aloof | 
from either faction, to reconcile their differences so far as my influence 
should extend, or at least to so conduct my administration as to give 
neither any just cause of complaint. 

I have strong hopes that the Missouri State Convention at its ap- 
proaching session will adopt such measures for the speedy emancipation 
of slaves as will secure the acquiescence of the large majority of Union 
men. If this hope be realized, one of my most embarrassing difficulties 
will be removed, or at Jeast greatly diminished. . 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


* Thirteenth Army Corps, Department of the Tennessee. 
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‘HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, oe 

; Saint Louis, June 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, ee 
General-in- Chief, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I would like very much to have the troops in this depart-_ 
ment organized into an army corps. I believe itis the only department — 
in which there is no such organization. I do not desire to press the — 
matter, but simply ask your attention to it. I wish to reorganize the — 
command now known as the Army of the Frontier, which has become — 
much too small for a corps, but too large for a single division. It would — 
relieve me from some embarrassment if all the troops in my command — 
were organized into a corps and recognized as such. Will you please — 
inform me soon whether this can be done, and greatly oblige, yours, — 


very truly, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, . 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., June 1, 1863. 
Major-General BLuNT, Leavenworth : 


I will have General Loan send his best troops into the border coun- : 
ties. There is some foundation for what you say about the Enrolled 
Militia. I intend to weed them out, and use them in someof the in- — 


terior counties. 
J. M. SCHOFTELD, 
Major-General. 


ee 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO, 
Denver, Colo., June 1, 1863. 


Str: Having recently been on a tour through the southern part of © 
this Territory and district, [ have the honor to report that the guerrillas 
which a few weeks ago infested that portion of the district are entirely 
cleared out. The largest number have most likely gone via the Red , 
River route into Texas. ; ‘ 

The Indians, I find, are somewhat more restive than usual, but I 
think they may be ‘gotten along with without fighting, by a firm and 
prudent course on our part. Yet I am not without fear that there may 
be an outbreak among them, and, in view of this condition of things, I _ 
have stationed at Fort Lyon, 240 miles from this city, and which is the — 
southeastern key to this Territory, two companies of cavalry, one sec- — 
tion of the Ninth Battery Wisconsin Volunteers, and one company of | 
infantry; at Fort Garland, 240 miles from this city, on the Rio Grande 
del Norte, two companies of cavalry; at Pueblo City, on the Arkansas 
River, 140 miles above I’ort Lyon and 100 miles from this city, I have © 
one company of cavalry. One company of cavalry is for the present 
stationed at Cation City, 60 miles above Pueblo City, on the Arkansas 
River. I have one company of cavalry stationed at Camp Collins, 65 — 
' miles north of this city, on the Overland Stage Route. One company 
of cavalry is stationed on the Platte River, 70 miles below this city. 
Besides these companies, I have a detachment of 40 cavalry in the 
South Park, scouting. The balance of the troops in this district are _ 
stationed at Camp Weld, near this city. They consist of the First Col- 
orado Battery, as yet unarmed, except four small howitzers; one section — 
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_ of the Ninth Battery Wisconsin Volunteers, and parts of four companies | 
> ~of cavalry. : . 
__ An agency for the Ute Indians is to be established in the Middle Park 

_ this month, and there will have to be at least one company stationed 


_ there, to keep down the growing hostility of the Indians to our people. a 


t 


- The forces in this district have not been idle of late. Bands of 
_ guerrillas broke out simultaneously in all parts of this district, and we — 
3 put such a force on.their track that we made short work of it, and they 
_ are all killed, captured, or dispersed. Two additional companies of 
_ cavalry will be here soon, as escort for the Ute chiefs from the Missouri 
_ River. I deem the forces in this district all-sufficient to take care of all 
_ the enemies of the Government, white or red; but, should it be mate- 
_ rially weakened, I seriously apprehend there would be trouble with both 
+ white and red. I have been notified by General Carleton, commanding 
_ Department of New Mexico, that he has made a requisition for all our ~ 
' troops to come to New Mexico. I hope that our people will not be left 
' to the uncovenanted mercy of the most virulent Copperheads and treach- 
- erous Indians, thousands of whom are right here in our midst. 
I am, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
J. M. CHIVINGTON, 
Colonel First Colorado Cavalry Volunteers, Oomdg. District. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 2 
7 Milwaukee, June 1, 1863. ee 
Cot. J. C. KELTON, seer 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. of the Army, Washington, D.C.: = 
I have the honor to report, for the information of the General-in-Chief, 
that the threatened difficulties in this place on account of the enrollment 
for conscription, which prompted my return from Saint Paul, have been 
satisfactorily arranged, and I am satisfied that the enrollment in this 
State will be made without trouble. I was called on whilst on my way 
to Saint Paul, by dispatches from this place and from Madison, for sev- 
eral companies of troops to be sent to Milwaukee, to enforce the enroll- 
ment, and I was very unwilling that the military should be brought into 
collision with either the civil authorities or the people. ._ I thought it 
best to return at once, and, if possible, settle the matter without resort 
to military force. It was done satisfactorily. Iam altogether satisfied 
that with ordinary prudence the enrollment can be made throughout 
_ this department withoat any sort of resistance or difficulty ; but I fear 
that in some cases the assistant provost-marshals for districts have not 
been the best that could have been selected. Some of them are rash, 
imprudent men, whose zeal outruns all discretion, and who, acted upon 
_ by extreme men, who rather desire to stir up a riot, in order to rid 
themselves of offensive opponents, may probably get the authorities 
into difficulty. I shall, as far as the military are concerned, endeavor 
to prevent this, and so far I have been successful. I shall ‘go down to 


& 


- Iowa day after to-morrow. 
_ Inreply to the letter of the General-in-Chief, dated May 21, I have 
to state that his remarks concerning the troubles likely to be made 
between the civil and military authorities in the State by imprudent 
_ district commanders had engaged my attention when I first reached 
here, and I therefore desired to get officers of judgment and discre- 
tion for that service; I wished to place them in command of districts to 
5 avoid: these very disturbances which had arisen from the unwise and 
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utterly useless action of provost-marshals appointed long since, and 


which had involved detachments of soldiers recruiting, in hospitals, 


: and otherwise on duty. Much unnecessary disturbance of this kind 


had been made in Iowa, and whilst, perhaps, it was in some cases una- 
voidable in the northern counties of Iowa, I am convinced that in 
other localities it was quite unnecessary. I desired to have brigadier- 
generals to command such districts in order that such matters might be 
controlled. You need not apprehend any such extraordinary perform- 
ances in this department as have characterized some others. There 
is no sort of occasion for any collision between the civil and military 
authorities in this department, nor any trouble or even business be- 
tween. the military and the people. I have no doubt, so far as the mili- 
tary authorities are concerned, everything will remain quiet in this 
department, and on that question I desire to know precisely how far I 
am expected to supply the requisitions or applications for military 
force from the provost-marshals. Am I to furnish military aid on their 
application, or am I to exercise my own discretion on the subject? No 


instructions have been received defining the relations between the mili- 


tary and the provost-marshals’ departments. 
IT am, colonel, your obedient servant, : 
JNO. POPE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, June 1, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 1 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report, for the information of the Gen- 
eral-in-Chief, that the following plan of operations for the summer cam- 
paign against the Indians has been made, and will be carried out as 
fully and expeditiously as practicable. The hostile Sioux are encamped 
at Devil’s Lake and on the upper waters of the James River (Riviére au 
Jacques). There are a number of bands, some of them from the Upper 
‘Missouri. It is believed that there is great dissatisfaction amongst 
them, and very great difference of opinion, both as to the policy of 
making war at all and as to the manner and place of carrying it on. 
It is very doubtful whether any sort of understanding will be arrived 
at between the various bands. General Sibley marches from the Upper 
Minnesota (above Fort Ridgley), with 2,000 infantry and 800 cavalry 


and the necessary batteries of mountain howitzers. He carries supplies _ 


for upward of three months. He will march nearly direct upon Devil’s 
Lake, sending detachments by way of Red River. He leaves behind 
him about 3,000 men, under a competent officer, for the protection of 


the frontier against moving bands during his absence. These troops _ 


are established at various points, from north to south, along the whole 
line of outer settlements, and are certainly more than sufficient, even 
if the whole of the Indians should disperse themselves for such desul- 
tory warfare. It is probable that you may be annoyed with complaints 
of insufficient forces being left for the defense of frontier settlements ; 
such complaints are sometimes really dictated by fear, but in many 
cases by very different motives. In all events, you will understand that 
3,000 men are thus left, and I am sure no reasonable people could ask 
more. I donot myself believe that one-half this force is needed for such 


a purpose, but I have left them in order that the timid, spiritless popu- 


' 
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lation of foreigners along the frontier (Norwegians and Germans)-may 
not abandon their villages and farms and pour into the river towns. 
General Sully moves up the Missouri, with 2,000 cavalry and some light » 
howitzer batteries, to a point southwest of Devil’s Lake, and will then 
cross the country to that place to meet Sibley, thus cutting off any re- 
treat of the Indians toward the Missouri River. He is directed to move 
a portion of his command up the south side of the Missouri River, in 
case there is any apprehension of Indian troubles on the frontier of 
Nebraska. Late advices from there certainly contradict any report of 
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trouble in that region. As soon as operations against the Indians near 


Devil’s Lake and on James River are completed, Sully is directed to re- 
turn to the Missouri River, to traverse the whole country on both sides - 
of the river as far as the Black Hills, visiting all the Sioux tribes he 
_ possibly can. He will be supplied with rations for four months, to be 

' kept on the steamers which accompany his expedition up the river. He 
-has a small train of wagons, and can move with great celerity. Sibley . 
is instructed to move east from Devil’s Lake to Pembina, one portion of 

his command returning on the west side of Red River, whilst the other 

visits Red Lake and all the Chippewa tribes between that place and the 

Mississippi at the mouth of Crow Wing River. He will take such [forces] 

as are necessary to insure quiet in that region for some time tocome. My 

own belief is that there will be no considerable, if, indeed, there be any, 

fight. Most of the Indians assembled near Devil’s Lake and on James 

River are planting Indians, who have been accustomed to depend upon 

their crops of corn for a large part of their supply of food. The moment 

they find they will be prevented from raising any crops at all by the 

advance of our forces, and that they must fight so large a force success- 

fuliy, I do not doubt that a very large part of them will come on and 

deliver themselves up. It will be well for the Government to consider 

carefully in advance what disposition had best be made of such Indians. 

There is no sort of use to make a treaty of peace with them; such trea- 

ties amount to nothing, as they are only kept by Indians as long as they 

find it convenient; but such a condition of things will give the Govern,; 

ment the opportunity to make a final and favorable disposition of a 

large number of troublesome Indians, so as to secure perfect quiet in 

the future. I therefore invite attention to the subject at this early day, 

as I do not doubt that much of what is here stated as my belief is true. 

My own views as to the disposition of these Indians I have already laid 

before the Government, and it is unnecessary to repeat them here. A | 
portion of the Indians will, without doubt, take refuge in the British 

possessions, and such must be left to be dealt with as the Government 

determines hereafter. It is possible that I may be mistaken in this 
’ view of the conduct of the Indians, but even if they are united and 

give battle, or make war in any other way, there is abundant force to 

deal with them. The Missouri River is lower than it has been for thirty | 
years, and as little snow fell in the mountains, the June rise will be 

slight. I fear, therefore, that Sully may be delayed somewhat, though 

I have done all that is possible to prevent it. After the expedition © 
leaves the frontier, nothing more will be needed by them, and we shall 
probably hear but seldom from them during their absence. I hope 
early in the autumn to be able to send nearly the whole of these forces 
south. 

I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
dy JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
20 R R—VOL XXII, PT U 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Milwaukee, June 1, 1863. 
Brig. Con. ALFRED SULLY, 
Commanding First Military District, Sioum City: 


_ GENERAL: Your letter of May 25 is metre G and, in answer, I am 


directed to say that you are authorized to offer "rewards for the appre- ~ 


hension of certain Indians, as you suggest. The major-general com- 
manding last autumn offered $500 reward for Little Crow, dead or alive. 
The matter of the delay of the steamboats for your expedition has been 
referred to Lieut. Col. F. Myers, chief quartermaster, who is instructed to 
take immediate measures to get them forward, either by substituting 
other boats or by lightening them of a portion of their cargoes, so that 
they can proceed. I also inclose to you-a copy of a telegram received 
from the General-in-Chief, in reference to pursuing the Indians into 
British territory. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure.] 


WASHINGTON, May 30, 1863—2.35 p.m. 


s 


Major-General POPE: 
_ Lord Lyons has deemed it necessary to refer the application to his _ 
Government. Care must be taken that our. troops do not cross the _ 
frontier in the eagerness of pursuit until permission is given by the 
proper authorities. 
H. W.-HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WASHINGTON, June 2, 1863. 
Major: General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis: 

If you can possibly spare some troops, send them immediately ie 
General Grant. They can be returned to you the moment Vicksburg 
is taken. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
4 General-in-Chief. 


SamntT Louis, Mo., June 2, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


I willsend six regiments of infantry. I can spare three excellent bat- 
teries. Shall I send them also? 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, June 2, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


Yes. Send everything you can to General Grant. Send those nearest, 


and replace them from the interior. Itis all important that Grant have — 


early assistance, | 
H. W. HALLECK. 
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ia Sarr Lours, Mo., Tune g, 1803. 
Major. Geile ‘HERRON, Rolla: ie 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


| 
i Please answer immediately. 


Samnr Louis, Mo., June 2, 1863. 
_ Major-General HERRON, folla: 


consin, Ninety-fourth Llinois, and the Nineteenth Iowa. They will 
bring only three teams to each regiment, aud no tents except for officers. 
Other tents and teams will be turned over to the quartermaster at Rolla. 


‘Let the regimental quartermaster make requisitions for shelter tents in “ee 
Saint Louis. Brigadier-General Orme will go in‘command of the bri- 


. gade if he so desires. 
: J. M. SCHOFIELD, » 
: Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 3, Lhd 
‘Maj. Gen. SAMUEL R. CURTIS: 

GENERAL: Your communication of December 27 aiitinio; Ps Liew 
tenant-General Holmes, has been forwarded to me. 

The position: you have taken on the. subject of the murder of tone 
citizens of Missouri, by the order of General McNeil, U. S. Army, is 
not recognized byme. The subject is referred to Richmond for the. 
consideration of the President. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

‘BE. KIRBY SMITH, 
mm Tneutenant- General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, June 3, 1863—4.10 p. m. 
Major- General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
’ General Banks reports that the rebel force on the Arkansas River has 
been drawn down to Shreveport, La., where they are to be joined by 
‘a Texas force, to operate in Louisiana. General Carleton reports evi- 


4 of Missouri. This should be looked to, as the New Mexico trains will 


be exposed. 
ae H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, June 3, 1863—4.30 p. m. 
Major- -General ScHOFIELD, Saint Lowis, Mo. : 


The Secretary of War authorizes the issue of clothing, camp and gar- 
on oguipage to militia in active serv ice under your command, and. to 
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I am about to send six regiments of infantry and thinds putterion to 2 
~ Vicksburg. - It is your privilege to command pony if you so desire. oa 


Send to Saint Louis, by rail, as soon as possible, the Twentieth Wis- _ a 


1" lie 


dence of Indian hostilities in Western Kansas and the western frontier _ i 
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remain in active service as long as the department commander shall 
require them. This should enable you to send troops down the river. 
H. W. HALLECK, | 
General-in- Chief. 


Saint Louis, Mo., June 3, 1863—3 p. m. 
(Received 7 p. ‘m.) 
General H. W. HALLECK, Washington : 

-I have concluded to send eight regiments and three batteries; the 
last will be off to-morrow. This leaves me very weak, but I will risk 
it, in view of the vast importance of Grant’s success. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD. 


Saint Louis, Mo., June 3, 1863—11.30 p. m., 
(Received June 4, 8.30 a. 1m. ) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief : . 

Kirby Smith went to Louisiana some time ago, with a considerable 
force. Is not this what General Banks refers to? My latest informa- 
tion is that Price has still 10,000 or 12,000 infantry near Little Rock. 

“If satisfied that this force has gone also, I can send more troops down 
the river. Shall I run the risk of sending them now? 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, June 4, 1863—10.30 a. m. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


I 


i think you had better end no more at present. The moment Gen-, 


eral Grant succeeds on the Mississippi, an expedition will be sent up 
_ the Arkansas to drive out Price or take him in the rear. Banks thinks 
Bhat most of Price’s forces have been drawn south. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Hpgrs. THIRTEENTH Div., THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Helena, June 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 
GENERAL: From the best information we can gather at this post 
touching the whereabouts, number, and designs of the wandering Con- 


federates and marauders who have for many months been beaten and 


banged about the borders of Missouri and Arkansas, we judge they are 
about to mass their strength, less than 10,000, all told, at such point as 
will be convenient for them to strike for either the Missouri or agit iS: 
River. ' 

Flags of truce parties have just returned, one from Little Rock And 
another from Hughes’ Ferry, on the L’Anguille, near to the headquarters 
of Marmaduke. Price has been restive, impatient, and disconsolate 
under the restraint placed upon him by Lieutenant- General Holmes, 
commandant of the Trans-Mississippi Department. General Holmes 
has thought it best for all hands to wait the results at Vicksburg. After 
Grant shall have been destroyed by Pemberton, then Price’s old com- 


mand, his Missouri veterans, were to be transferred to this department, 


ee 
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as the nucleus around which “Old Pap”.would gather an immense 
army of Arkansas and Missouri patriots, with whom he would march 
triumphantly to the Missouri River and establish the authority of Jef- 


ferson Davis over all our fair heritage. Price has insisted upon an’ 


immediate push toward Rolla. Marmaduke says he has had enough of | 


Missouri. Price believes that the people of Missouri very much desire 
his advent among her oppressed people. Marmaduke don’t believe any 


such thing. Price believes that thousands would flock to his standard. 
could he but once unfurl the Confederate flag on the banks of the Mis- — 
_ souri. Marmaduke declares that his experience in Missouri teaches him 


that Missourians are not desirous of Confederate protection. Price and 
Marmaduke, with about 25 officers of their commands and numerous 
citizens, among them Polk and others, are in session this very day at 
Jacksonport. They are to look over the ground and decide upon the 
summer campaign. Marmaduke’s forces are scattered from Jackson- 
port to Mount Vernon, near Saint Francis River, his headquarters being 
at Taylor’s Creek. His force numbers about 5,000, with ten pieces of 
artillery. Dissertations on civilized warfare have been passing between 
his command and this. Price has three brigades at or near Devall’s 
Bluff; they aggregate about 5,000, with eighteen pieces of artillery. 
There are about 1,000 Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri horse thieves. 


banded under one Colonel Dobbin, a notorious brigand, who refuses to 


be restrained by orders from anybody. I donot think there is any other 
force of moment north of the Arkansas River. Kirby Smith has gone 


toward Alexandria with all other available troops. I do not believe 


that Price’s convention will conclude to move anywhere in force until 
the siege of Vicksburg is ended. If Grant crushes Pemberton, as he 


-must, then there will be a grand skedaddle for Texas. In the mean time, 


in small parties, they will harass our lines, fire upon steamers, and 
annoy us generally. A rebel success at Vicksburg would encourage 
Price to go northward, of course. Whether he visits you or turns his 
attention to us at Helena, he will receive the attention befitting his 
position. Somebody will be hurt. 

Many deserters are coming to our lines. They represent great despond- 


_ ency among both citizens and Confederate soldiers. A quartermaster 


and major, who has been with General Holmes the last year, has just 
arrived at this post, and at my headquarters renounced “ the world, the 
flesh, the devil,” and Jeff. Davis, and, with his wife and children, with 
uplifted hands, renewed their allegiance to the Stars and Stripes. 

If Vicksburg and Port Hudson fall, we have but little fighting to do 
west of the Mississippi River. If we could hang Price and twenty others 
(catch them first), I believe the masses might be easily brought into the 
old fold, by encouraging all who, “ with hearty repentance and true 
faith, turn unto” “Father Abraham.” Let the returning prodigals be 
met with open arms and with welcome even, when they shall have done 
works meet for repentance, and have forsaken those who have led them 
into riotous living, poverty, and husky diet with the swine. 


Then pity, Lord! O Lord, forgive! 
Let a repenting rebel live. 


The news from Generals Grant and Banks is encouraging. . May the 
good Lord grant us a speedy victory and an entire squelching of the 
rebels in the Mississippi Valley, and then we can go “ forward to Rich- 
mond.” 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General. 


essary, but this will be difficult, as I have sent a large force out of the 
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Sarxt Tow Mo. ‘Tune 5, 1863. 


Major- General oe Leavenworth : 


-It will be necessary’ for’ you to bond a regiment of chnaleg to pce 
the Santa Fé route. "I will. try to send another to take its place, if nec- 


department. Please inform me what you can do. 
EE J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- -General. 


: SAINT LOUIS, June 5, 1863, 

Golvet CLOUD: 
I eannot order the bushwhackers i be shot without formal trial and 
conviction after they have been taken prisoners. You will have to pro- 
ceed in the usual manner. Iron them heavily, and take care that they .~ 


do not escape. ROW 
: J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Pa, Saint Lovrs, Mo., June 6, 1863—1.15 p.m. 


Maj. Gen. ‘H. W. HALueck, 
General-in- Chief : 
I have just received reliable information from Little Rock, up to May 
28. Price has sent some of his force to Shreveport. Has six or Seven 
‘thousand infantry and artillery at Little Rock. Marmaduke is atJack- . ~ 
sonport with his cavalry, and is said to be preparing for another raid. - 


ae 


points which he might strike suddenly, but I believe no morethan — 


- necessary. 


I have cavalry enough to beat him, and infantry to guard important ‘ 
: 
3 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ade | 


Saint Lovurs, Mo., June 6, 1863. 4 
Col. WinitAM F. CLoup, Springfield, Mo.: 4 


A report via Helena says Price is moving toward Fort Smith with 
considerable force. The date of this report is not so late as that you 
sent me yesterday, but it will be well to look out for some such move. 
Keep men down on the Arkansas River to give youinformation. You — 
may come to Saint Louis if on your arrival. at Lebanon the condition 

of your district will justify your absence. oe 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, - 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN BRIGADE, 

Fort Blunt, C. N., June 6, 1863—Evening. 

Major-General BLUNT: 
Sm: The last few days have witnessed a slight change in the pro- 

gramme. The enemy still lies in front of me, acr oss the river,and has) _ 

thrown up rifle-pits (small) on the river bank at the fords. Their actual _ 

strength at present (although reported 11,000) is, to the best of my judg- 
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ment and information, between 5,000 and 6,000 men. They report that 


_ they have sent for re-enforcements, and they pretend to tell their secesh’ 


friends that Marmaduke’s forces are coming round, which, when added 
to what they have massed of Steele’s, Cabell’s, Cooper’s, and Crump’s 
(Texans), will make about all they can scrape up in Arkansas or the 
Indian Nation. Such a force would not only coop me up within my 


_ works, but give me. a severe siege,’ but I am not discouraged. I hope, 


however, my re-enforcements will reach me before anything of the kind 
occurs. 


The most- remarkable event was a cavalry raid across the Arkansas ~ 


River at Greenleaf, 16 miles below. They crossed in the night, in heavy 


force, and went to Park Hill and Tahlequah. There they divided, one © 


part swinging round to Evansville, and some 400 or 500, with Colonel 


Watie, going to Maysville. The condition of my stock would not war-. 


rant my following either party, but I have small scout and spies watch- 
ing here, and if they come within 50 miles, on their return, will try and 


take them. I immediately, on hearing of this raid (which I did imme: 
diately from my scouts), sent a warning to Colonel Williams, fearing | 


that the whole column, with what Livingston, Harrison, and others have 


» about Maysville and Southeast Missouri, might mass on him. If he is 


on the way down he is safe, as the half of the column that went up will 
be at Maysville to-night. . 


I earnestly desire, as scon as the re-enforcements you have promised 


me arrive, to break up the enemy in front of me, which will open the 
gates to the Creek Nation and prevent them from harassing my line 
with any force of consequence. Substantially, I have had a siege, al- 
though out, and striking whenever they venture within striking range 
on this side of the river. 


I apprehend that the extreme tenacity with which the rebels contest . 


this point is due to the double fear that my advance south of the river 


would leave us the whole Indian Nation, and at the same time menace _ , 


their overland line of supply for the whole Confederacy, which largely 
comes from Mexico. At all events, they seem bent on getting me out 


of here. My fortifications, though not finished, are in good order for | 


defense. 
I am, with respect, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. CAy. Bric., 2D Div., ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Camp Herron, Mo., June 6, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. DAVIDSON, : 
Commanding District of Saint Louis : 


Srr: Ihave the honor to report that, in accordance with instructions 


from Brigadier-General Vandever, I have assumed command of the cav- 
alry belonging to the Second Division, Army of the Frontier. 

J have the honor to inclose returns* of the cavalry under my com- 
mand, including one section Peoria Light Artillery. 

The Second Battalion Sixth Missouri Cavalry Volunteers have been 
sent to the river with the infantry, to escort back the train to this post. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. WICKERSHAM, 
Colonel, Oommanding Cavalry Brigade, Second Division. 


*Not found, 
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- Hpars. Cav. Bria., 2p Div., ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Pilot Knob, June 7, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. Davipson, Mahe 
Commanding District ef Saint Lowis : ; \ 


SPST SL have the honor to state that on yesterday I received conflict- 
ing orders from you and from department headquarters. 

I have under my command the First, Third, Sixth, and Seventh Mis- 
souri Volunteer Cavalry, Tenth Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, and one sec- 

‘tion Peoria Light Artillery. 

I would respectfully ask that the name or title of my command and 
the troops composing it may be definitely ordered, to prevent future 
misapprehensions. ; 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. WICKERSHAM, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Brigade. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ee DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 47. Saint Louis, June 7, 1863. 


_ J. Authority having been given by the War Department to furnish 
clothing, camp and garrison equipage, and medical supplies to the En- 
rolled Missouri Militia in continuous active service, under the command 


of the commanding general of the department, requisitions will be made | 


in due form by the proper officers for such of the above-named supplies 
as are required by the eight provisional regiments now in service. 
These requisitions will be based upon the number of men now actually 
in service, and will bear the certificate of the regimental commander to 
their correctness, and be approved by the commander of the district in 
which they are serving. The requisitions, so certified to and approved, 
will be forwarded to these headquarters without delay. pak: 

Officers of the Enrolled Militia desiring to draw subsistence for their 
men must certify upon their provision returns that the troops returned 
for are in actual service, and that all the men returned for are actually 
present for duty. : 

The United States officers in command of each district will inform 


‘ 


; 
fy 
bh, 

iy. 

i 
; 
4 
: 
a 
ne 
1 


the commissaries in their districts of the regiments and companies of 


Enrolled Militia that are in service, the number of men for duty, and to 
whom they may issue rations, without referring the returns to the dis- 
trict commander. Commissaries will report to the chief commissary of 


the department any officers whom they have reason to believe return. 


for more men than are actually in service and present for duty at the 
time the return is made, 

Regimental quartermasters should draw the subsistence for their regi- 
ments upon consolidated provision returns, and distribute them to their 
companies. 

IL. Maj. J. A. Campbell, assistant adjutant-general volunteers, having 
reported for duty, in accordance with Special Orders, No. 228, Paragraph 
II, current series, from Headquarters of the Army, is hereby assigned 
to duty at these headquarters, to date from 4th instant. 

_ By command of Major-General Schofield : 


A. V. COLBURN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


pat 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, June 8, 1863. 
Brigadier-General CARLETON, 
Commanding Department of New Merion 


GENERAL: Linclose herewith a copy of a letter to Colonel Chivington, 
commanding District of Colorado, instructing him to render you what- 
ever assistance he may be able should he be called upon. 

J am also taking immediate steps toward re-enforcing the Santa Fé 
line, so as to render it safe, and willinform you before long what troops 
I shall be able to send there. 

I am, general, ery respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, June 8, 1863. 
Col. J. M. CHIVING TON, . 
Commanding District of Colorado: 


COLONEL: I have received information from Brigadier-General Carle- 
ton that a rebel force from Texas is threatening a movement into the 
Department of New Mexico, and that it may be necessary that he should 
be re-enforced very suddenly. You will, therefore, please hold yourself 
in readiness to render him any assistance in your power, should it. be- 
come necessary; and, if called upon, you may move, with such of your 
command as may be spared without jeopardizing your own district, to 
General Carleton’s assistance, subject to his orders, and without waiting 
for further orders from these headquarters, reporting, however, anything 
of the kind you may do. In this matter you are to exercise your own 
discretion, however, as to the necessities of your own district. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. OF TROOPS ON SANTA FH Road, 
xe. 1, } Fort Larned, Kans., June 8, 1863. 


In compliance with Special Orders, No. 116, issued from the headquar- _ 


- ters of the District of Kansas, dated Fort Leavenworth, June 1, 1863, 


the undersigned assumes command of all the troops on the Santa Fé road 


within the District of Kansas. 
: J. H. LEAVENWORTH, 
Colonel Second Regiment Colorado Volunteers. 


—y 


HEADQUARTERS, 
New Madrid, Mo., June 9, 1863. 
H. C. FILLEBROWN, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report my arrival here, with seven com- 
panies of my regiment, on the 7th instant. The Thirty-eighth Iowa left» 
upon our arrival. The general feeling in this portion of the State, as 
you are doubtless aware, is adverse to our cause. From the best infor- 


mation I have been able to collect in the brief period I have been here, 


s 
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there are in this vicinity about 700 of Jeff. Thompson’s mien. They are 


scattered, many of them being at their homes, but all ready to concen- 
trate at a moment's notice. Jeff. himself was reported to be at Point 
Pleasant, 8 miles below here, yesterday noon. A few of his men showed 
themselves 5 miles west of town. Iam in great need of cavalry, to 


scout and for pickets. If consistent with your views, I hope they will a 
be sent immediately—one or two companies. Iam pressing horses from 


the vicinity to-day, to send out to collect information. I have not among 


my men a single man familiar with the use of artillery. Can you not 


send me a sergeant as instructor ? 
I am, captain, most respectfully, yours, 
; AMES K. MILLS, 
Colonel Twenty-fourth Missouri Volunteers, Commanding. 


P. S.—I should have added that Captain Bonner is at the landing here, 
with his gunboat, from Island No. 10, and urges strongly that some’ 


cavalry should be sent here. He returns to the island immediately. 


HEADQUARTERS Camp BEN. BUTLER, 
June 9, 1863. 


Maj. C. W. BLAIR, 
Commanding Post, Fort Scott, Kans. : 

Mason: The messenger, with dispatches from General Blunt, found 
me en route to Diamond Grove, and asI had made arrangements with 
the Newtonia forces to move at the same time, I did not think it proper 
to give up the trip, but marched on, and had reached the vicinity of 


Reeder’s, on Turkey Creek, at 4 p.m., when the same messenger came — 


“up and informed me that my camp was attacked by a large force of the 
enemy. ‘This, in connection with information which I had the day pre- | 


viously received from Colonel Phillips, that a body of the enemy, 1,200 


in number, was marching in my direction, determined me to return to 


We 
te 


camp, which I did, arriving here at 9.30 p. m., having marched 30 miles __ 


and forded three large streams in ten hours. It was my intention to 
press sufficient wagons to convey my commissary and ordnance supplies, 
and then march immediately for Fort Gibson, to the relief of Phillips, 
but this failure will prevent my moving at all, without the destruction 


of a large amount of ordnance stores, consisting of arms and ammu-. 


nition now in my possession, as well as my commissary supplies. In 


view of this, [ again urge upon you the necessity of sending me trans- © 


portation, to move at once. I have some quartermaster’s and, ordnance 
supplies in Fort Scott, awaiting transportation, which I very much need 


before going below, and I hope that they may come forward at once, © : 


with sufficient transportation to move my supplies. I have written to 
Captain Insley as to what I need. 


I do not know who.it was that made the attack on the camp. They 


_ are nowhere to be seen this morning, and, as I have no cavalry, I am 


without the proper requisites to make a successful reconnaissance. They 
succeeded in stampeding some of the battery horses, which could have 
been entirely prevented had there been any mounted men here for picket 
and outpost duty. Ifeel that there is a fault somewhere in not furnish- 
ing a small cavalry force for operations against these bandits. 
I am, major, with high respect, your obedient servant, © 
j J. M. WILLIAMS, 


Colonel, Commanding. _. 


y 4 
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_ Brig. Gen. J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Commanding District of Saint Louis, Mo. : . 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, as I could not succeed in 
_ bringing before you the man who was in the lines of Marmaduke, I took 
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GENERAL ORDERS, \ Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, | 


Ae i SE Sam ace Saint Louis, June 9, 1863. 
I. The Indian Territory, the State of Kansas south of the 38th par--~ — 


_ allel, the western tier of counties of Missouri south of the same parallel, 


and the western tier of counties of Arkansas will constitute the Dis- 


_ trict of the Frontier, and will be commanded by Maj. Gen. J ames G. 


Blunt; headquarters at Fort Scott, or in the field. 
The State of Kansas north of the 38th parallel, and the two western 
tiers of counties of Missouri north of the same parallel and south of the 


_ Missouri River will constitute the District of the Border, and will be 


commanded by Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewing, jr.; headquarters at Kansas 


" City. 


Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown will relieve Brig. Gen. Ben. Loan in command ~ 
of the District of Central Missouri. ~ Re cae 

Maj. L. C. Easton, assistant quartermaster, U. S. Army, is assigned. 
to duty as chief quartermaster of the Districts of Nebraska, of Colorado, 
of the Border, and of the Frontier. ; 

If. Lieut. Col. J. O. Broadhead, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 


_is appointed provost-marshal-general of the Department of the Missouri. 


By command of Major-General Schofield: 
; A. V. COLBURN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS,’ - Hpqrs. DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST, 
No. 21. ; Milwaukee, Wis., June 9, 1863. 


Surg. T. M. Getty, U. S. Army, having reported for duty at these 


headquarters, is announced as medical director for this department, 


and will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 


By command of Major-General Pope: 
R. O. SELFRIDGE, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Sarr Louis, Mo., June 10, 1863. 


Major-General BLunt, Fort Leavenworth : 
It is impossible to send you any considerable re-enforcements. A 
large part of my force has been sent to Vicksburg. If Phillips cannot | 
maintain his present line without too great risk, he must fall back. I 
will have plenty of troops for aggressive movements as soon as Vicks- 
burg is taken; until that time we are compelled to act defensively. In 
view of the importance of operations in the southwest, I have decided 
to remove your headquarters to Fort Scott, or in the field, and have, 
made some change in district organization. The order will reach you, 
in a few days. It may be well for you to go to the front soon, so as to 
decide for yourself what is necessary to be done. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, . 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SArnT Louris District, 
Saint Louis, Mo., June 10, 1863. 
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his statement circumstantially. Heleft his lines one week ago last Sat- 
urday, at a point immediately below Chalk Bluff. Marmaduke’s force 
consists of Burbridge’s, Greene’s, and Carter’s brigades, and the regi- | 
ment of Dobbin, 600 strong, made up by the consolidation of the swamp 
. guerrillas. They are on the extreme north of his line, excepting the 
little guerrilla force of Thompson hovering about Bloomfield and below. 
The whole force is actively engaged in shoeing horses and fitting up 
for a move. 

There was an additional force of 4,000 drawn from Little Bock, con- 
structing a military road from near Little Rock to Wittsburg, on the 
Saint Francis. .They were making a very good road, bridging streams 
and corduroying swamps. He did not learn from them their destina- 
tion. These are all the facts. . His deductions are, first, that an imme- 
diate movement is contemplated ; second, that they intend to operate 
to seize and hold some point on the river, to obstruct navigation and 
seize supplies, and, third, that the road is intended for the purpose of 
bringing up supplies and asa line of retreat. He estimates Marma- 
duke’s force at 6,000 to 8,000, mostly armed; horses pretty good; forage 
sufficient along and each side of Crowley’s Ridge. He does not credit 
the rumor that Price has moved west, but believes he will co-operate 
with Marmaduke, with his base at or near Little Rock. He is intelli- : 
gent, and, I believe, truthful; he has formerly been a captain in Price’s 
army. I give it to youas I got it. Ido not doubt the facts as stated. 
You can judge better than I as to his deductions. I was relieved from 
duty here too late to leave yesterday; I go to-day. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 
J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


In CADDO CAmpP, 
Thirty miles from Fort Larned, Kans., June 11, 1863. 


Maj. H. Z. Curtis, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth : 


Mason: A large body of Comanche Indians have just arrived at the 
Big Bend of the Arkansas, with 3,000 or 4,000 horses and ponies (so 
reported), many of them large American horses. These, with the great 
number of Comanches heretofore on the Arkansas—with the Kiowas, 
Apaches, Cheyennes, Arapahoes, and Caddoes—fill this part of Kansas 
full to repletion with Indians, and, if anything should occur to arouse 
their passions, nothing could save us all from certain destruction, and 
uuless some more troops are sent promptly on to this Santa Fé route, I 
cannot vouch for its safety one day. : 

To-day, in coming down the river, I met a great number of teams 
bound to New Mexico, mostly owned by Mexicans, and about three in 
every five were loaded with whisky. Is this proper? They have no 
permits to carry this article—only passes for a number of men to go 
and return from and to New Mexico. Now, it only requires a spark to 
set the whole of this country in a blaze. Let a few Indians threaten. 
one of these Mexican trains but with a show, and compel them to give 
them one canteen of whisky, and fearful, indeed, may be the conse- 
quences. There is whisky enough in one train that I met to-day to 
intoxicate every Indian on the plains. I shall send an express to Cap- 
tain Rouell, at Council Grove, to stop every train that has liquor until — 
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he receives orders from the general on this subject. The train I met 

_ to-day 1 placed in charge of a guard, to keep the Indians from it, and 

_- shall hold it and every other one until I receive orders about them, 
which, I hope, will be without delay. 

Please send me all orders in relation to permits to ship goods from 

_ the Missouri River over the plains to New Mexico, if there are any. I 
am greatly in want of a few more troops here. Could I have the two 
companies of my regiment now in Colorado, and have them mounted, 
together with the two sections of the Ninth Wisconsin Battery, at Fort 
Lyon, I should not call for any more troops until the general makes his 
move into Texas. 

_ Please forward all the men at or near Fort Leavenworth that belong 

_ to the Ninth Wisconsin Battery, now there. They are very much 
wanted with the section at Fort Larned. ‘ 

Captain [N. L.] Benter marched for Fort Riley on the morning of the 
10th, with instructions to move slowly, by the way of Council Grove, so 
as to be on hand for anything that might occur on the Santa Fé road. I 
did not feel authorized to keep him, as Captain [H. N. F.] Read had 
been ordered to Fort Larned. 

Lieutenant [George F’.] Crocker shot himself, accidentally, yesterday, 
and will be laid up for weeks. I at once sent a request to Lieutenant- 
Colonel [S. F.] Tappan to detach an officer from Fort Lyon to this sec- . 
tion of the Ninth Wisconsin Battery, there being two sections of that 
battery at that post. 

This is all the paper I have; consequently cannot keep a copy. 
Please return me a copy for file. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. LEAVENWORTH, 
Colonel Second Regiment Colorado Volunteers, Commanding. 


P. S.—Major Colley, the Indian agent for the Upper Arkansas, has, 
just said to me, if the New Mexican trains are allowed to carry whisky _ 
to the extent seen to-day, that he very much fears for the consequences, » 
as they will sell, more or less, to the Indians. 


— 


MEMPHIS, TENN., June 11, 1863. 
(Received June 12, 1.33 a. m.) | 


Major-General HALLECK, 
‘ General-in-Chief ; 

A man just in from Little Rock reports that Price left there a week 
since with four brigades, of about 1,200 men each, with five days’ ra- 
tions, professing to attack Helena. He had two batteries of four guns 
each, and intended to join Marmaduke near the Saint Francis. My 
opinion is that he has gone to Jacksonport to create a diversion of troops 
from Vicksburg. He has not been heard of near Helena. Kirby Smith 
sent orders that Price should create a diversion. His force is badly 
armed. Little Rock is left with one brigade. Supplies and provisions 
very scarce there. River too low for navigation. Price may be looked 
for in Southeastern Missouri, in my judgment. Prentiss does not report 
to me any force near him. 

: 8. A. HURLBUT, 
‘ Major-General. 


‘Major. General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 
-It is reported to me that Price, with about 4,000 men and. Sah pieces iy 
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Washington, June 12, 1863—12. 05 Pe, m. 


of artillery, has gone to J acksonport to make a raid into Southeastern 


Missouri. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., June 13, 1863. 
(Received 4.40 p- m.) 
H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 

It seems impossible to send more troops west from Teotonn General 
Blunt is continually asking for re-enforcements for Colonel Phillips, at 
Fort Gibson. Price is threatening Southeastern Missouri. I will arm 
some more militia, and send a regiment of cavalry west. Iam told no 
more troops can be.raised there. 

ee J. M. SCHOFTELD, 


Major-General. 


SaInT Louis, Mo., June 13, 1863. 
(Received ‘June 14, 9. 45 a. m.) 


. Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 


I believe Price intends to strike some post on the river, piobalily 


New Madrid. I have only one small regiment there, and cannot send 


any more. Would it not be better to abandon that, place, under ures wa 
. eireumstances ? | 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, June 14, 1863—1.30 p. m. 


Major-General ScHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


General-in- Chief. ua 


New Madrid in the hands of the enemy would close the river. It a 


must be held. In case of danger, get re-enforcements from Island No. 


_ 10, Columbus, and Cairo. General Hurlbut will be ordered to give you 
all possible aid. Also apply to Captain Pennock, at Cairo, for aid of 


any gunboats on hand. Strengthen the works. Impress labor for that 


purpose, if necessary. Put a ‘Teliable officer in command, with orders 
to hold it to the last moment. 
ae H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief. 


Sant Louis, Mo., June 14, 1863. 
Governor GAMBLE, Jefferson City : 


» Additional Gomands upon me for troops compel me to ask you for four 
additional regiments of Enrolled Militia for active service for thirty days... 
I would suggest that they be called out in Saint Louis County, as. ne 
will probably be required at Pilot Knob and Rolla, __ 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major- General. at 
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_ HIBADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THR lene . 
3 Saint Louis, Mo., July 15, ii 
“Col E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., U. 8 Army, Washington, i C.: 


Fe CoLoNEL: I have received, from various sources, official and unoffi- 
E ‘cial, reports of fraud, corruption, and maladministration, in the Depart- 
ment and District of Kansas, while under the command of Major-General ~ 
# Blunt, which seem to demand official investigation. These reports are 
E: not sufficiently circumstantial as to details to enable me to frame specific 
x charges against particular individuals. Hence a court of i inquiry seems 
F to be the only method of ascertaining the facts and bringing the guilty — 
to-punishment. I therefore respectfully recommend that a court of in- 
' quiry be appointed by the President, with full power to inquire into the 
whole matter. . 
Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, © 
f Saint Louis, June 15, 1863. 
Capt. A. M. PENNOCK, 
< , leet Capt. and Station Commandant, Mississippi Squadron: 


Sir: By direction of the Commander-in-Chief, I have instructed the 


commanding officer at New Madrid to call upon you for assistancein- ~ 


~ ease of danger to that place, which I have reason to apprehend. I re-_ 
- Spectfully request that, in the event supposed, you will give him all the 
_ aid in your power, and inform me promptly what you are able to do. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


(Copies furnished commanding officers Cairo, Ill, Island No. 10, and 
Columbus, Ky.) 
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Fort LEAVENWORTH, June 15, 1863 


Maj. Gen. apie M. SCHOFIELD, 
eo Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


_ The proposed regiment reliable for service indicated. Colonel Penick 

~ turned over arms at Kansas City, and took regiment to Saint Joseph by 
‘boat and landed. Three hundred guerrillas reported as threatening In- 

dependence, being 10 miles southeast of the town. General Blant has 
ordered withdrawal of troops from border to re-enforce Independence. 
I will assume command at Kansas City to-morrow morning. 

: THOMAS EWIN' G, JR, 

‘ Brigadier- General. 


E Hares. tsT EEiene, 1st Division, 15TH ARMY CORPS, 

: June 15, 1863. 
ENfajor. Gonexal SCHOFIELD, Commanding: 

4 GENERAL: On my arrival here I found that I was the senior colonel 

og this brigade, and, by the advice of General plait, I reported to Gen- 
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eral Steele for duty, and was immediately assigned by him to this com- 
mand. I trust that my conduct will meet with your approbation. I 
have seen but little active service, and I should ever reproach myself 
were I to go through this war without having participated in a general 
engagement. eS xs 

I have written to Captain Foster to furnish you with a full report. I 
would be much pleased if you would send an officer of your staff to 
examine the books and papers of the office previous to receiving Cap-. 
tain Foster’s report. ; 

[take great pleasure in recommending to you Captain Foster as my 
successor. ‘The captain is a man of property and well connected in 
Missouri. He acted as quartermaster in the Home Guards; was assist- 
ant paymaster under Colonel Smith, paymaster-general of Missouri ; 
afterward served in my office as clerk, and on the organization of my © 
regiment was tendered by me the position of regimental quartermaster, in 

‘which capacity he served until promoted and assigned to duty by Major- 

_ General Curtis in my office. He is well acquainted with the duties of 
~ the office, and, to the best of my knowledge, has ever shown himself an 

honest and trustworthy officer. : 

_ Permit me, general, to return you my sincere thanks for the kind con- 

sideration which, you have ever shown me, and, with feelings of respect 

and gratitude, I remain, yours, truly, 


Oa BERNARD G. FARRAR, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworth, June 15, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. THomMAS EWING, Jr., 
Commanding District of the Border: 


_ GENERAL: I have the honor to report to you the following militia. 
organizations in that portion of Kansas in your military district all 
supplied with arms and ammunition, to wit: Capt. John James, Olathe, 
Johnson County, 50 men; Capt. S. M. Wood, Council Grove, Morris 
County, 50 men; sheriff of Miami County, 50 men; Capt. Henry Weber, 
Douglas County, 45 men; Captain Bailey, Osage County, 50 men, and 
Capt. P. S. Ferguson, Wyandotte County, 50 men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. G. LORING, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


} Sarnt Louis, Mo., June 16, 1863. 
Brigadier-General BRowN, Jefferson City: 


General Ewing reports guerrillas in force threatening Lexington and 
Independence. If you can spare any force from the western part of 
your district, send them in that direction. 

_ Inform me when the Fanny Ogden, with the Eleventh Kansas on 
- board, passes up. 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General, 
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> > aye | JEFFERSON CrTy, June 16, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


The Fanny Ogden passed here yesterday about 2 o’clock. I will try 
and send a force toward Lexington. The troops are much scattered in 


this district. 
E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, June 16, 1863. 


- Brigadier-General EWING, + 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. ScHOFIELD, 


Commanding District of the Border, Kansas City : é 
GENERAL: I have sent the parts of the Sixth Kansas and Third 


_ Wisconsin Cavalry which were at Rolla to Fort Scott, the entire Sixth 


Kansas to be placed under General Blunt, and the Third Wisconsin to 
be concentrated at Fort Scott, and there await further orders. My in- 
tention is to send it on to the Santa Fé route, or on to the telegraph line 


in Nebraska, or, perhaps, both, as circumstances may require. It will ~ 


probably be necessary to send four companies into Nebraska, though I 
* hope only temporarily. I expect a battalion from Ohio in a few weeks 


for that service. I prefer not to divide the Third Wisconsin again if it 
can be avoided, and would like to send the whole of it into the Santa 
Fé line. 

Please inquire into the matter, and ascertain what disposition of troops 
will be best under the circumstances, and inform me by the time the 
Third Wisconsin is concentrated at Fort Scott. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
* J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


t 


; ~ Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas Oity, Mo., June 17, 1863. 


‘Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 
GENERAL: The report I sent you from Leavenworth, as to the guer- 
rilla force, I think was greatly exaggerated, though it is confirmed by 
the last advices Ihave. Isenta force of about 200 to meet it last even- 


_ ing, and have no doubt it will be abundant. 


I cannot yet tell whether the force allowed me will be sufficient, but 


_ think it will when I get it arranged and distributed to suit me. I shall 
want to place half of one of the militia regiments along the border line. 


General Blunt is very emphatic in his declarations of danger to Colo- 
nel Phillips, and asks that one battery, the four companies of the Sixth 
Kansas at Rolla, and the Twelfth Kansas, which I propose to relieve 


— with the Eleventh Kansas, be sent to him at Fort Scott. He says with 
that he can not only hold Fort Gibson, but also take and hold Fort 


Smith. He says that, by order of General Curtis, the Thirteenth re- 


- ported to him, and that he will send that regiment to Colonel Phillips 


as soon as the men can be collected at Tort Scott, say the last of this 
month. The Twelfth and Thirteenth, you will recollect, are infantry 


regiments, and the former is nearly a maximum regiment. 


The information I gather as to the danger of Phillips’ command does 


4 not all of it support the general’s information. Iam satisfied, however, 
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asked for by General Blunt is not too large, with what he has, to take 


Gol. ©. W. MARSH, 


i 
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that the force there is ingufficient to maintain that-advanced position 
and keep undisturbed the line of communication, and that the force 


possession of Fort Smith and the country behind it. 
I need very much two mountain howitzers, which I wish you would 


direct Colonel Callender'to send tothe ordnance officer at Fort Leaven- - 


worth. There are none in my district, unless the militia regiments have 
them, those belonging to Colonel Lynde’s regiment (Ninth Kansas) hav- 
ing been taken from it, you may recollect, and given to Colonel Phillips’ 
regiment last winter. . : 
I am, general,’ very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
_, Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., June 17, 1863. 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Sir: I send below a statement asked for by you of the forces in this — 


-. district and their stations. I can give only the names of the companies 


of the Sixth, Ninth, and Twelfth Kansas, and the number of companies 
of the First and Fourth Missouri State Militia. I applied at General 
Blunt’s headquarters for a copy of the last tri-monthly return for the 
District of Kansas, but failed to get it. I suppose Captain-{ Horace G.] 
Loring, to whom I applied, forgot to send it here, as he promised to do. 

Sixth Kansas Cavalry, Companies A and H, stationed at Westport, 


_ Mo.; Ninth Kansas Cavalry, Company A, Paola, Miami County, Kan- 


sas; Ninth Kansas Cavalry, Company F, Trading .Post, Linn County, 


Kansas; Ninth Kansas Cavalry, Company D, Butler, Bates County, 


‘Missouri; Ninth, Kansas Cavalry, Company E, Coldwater, Miami 


County, Kansas; Ninth Kansas Cavalry, Company H, Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kans. (escorts); Ninth Kansas Cavalry, Company I, Fort Riley, 


Kans.; Ninth Kansas Cavalry, Company K, Aubrey, Johnson County,: 


Kansas; Twelfth Kansas Infantry, Companies D and K, Kansas City, 
Mo.; Twelfth Kansas Infantry, Companies A, G, and I, Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kans.; Twelfth Kansas Infantry, Companies H and ©, Fort 
Larned, Kans. ; Hirst Regiment Missouri State Militia, four companies, 
Lexington, Mo.; First Regiment Missouri State Militia, one company, 
Waynesburg, Mo.; First Regiment Missouri State Militia, three com- 


_ panies, Germantown, Henry County, Missouri; First Regiment Mis- 


|. 


souri State Militia, three companies, Taberville, Saint Clair County, 


. Missouri, and Fourth Regiment Missouri State Militia, two companies, — 
Warrensburg, Mo. Cavalry: Sixth Kansas, two companies; Ninth | 


Kansas, seven companies; First Missouri State Militia, eleven compa- 


nies; Fourth Missouri State Militia, two companies. Total cavalry, 
twenty-two companies. Total infantry: Twelfth Kansas, seven com- - 


panies. 


There is aforce at Independence of the Twenty-fifth Missouri Infantry, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Van Horn, which General Blunt ordered there 
from Liberty on the 15th instant, and which I can relieve as soon as the 


Eleventh reaches here, if necessary. 


In addition to the above enlisted men, there are six companies, num- 
bering about 40 men each, of citizens of Kansas; part of the companies 


organized under militia laws of the State, and part who are merely 
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__ sheriff’s posses, to whom General Blunt hagissied arms and rations, 
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and most of whom are mounted. Your of these companies are on the | 


Santa Fé road, at Olathe, Black Jack, Marion Township, and Council 


Grove; and the others on the border, at Paola and Atchison. I cannot j 


yet speak advisedly as to the value of these organizations. | 


Two companies of the Ninth are in General Blunt’s district, and will be — 


_ sent me for two of the Sixth. I have one company of the same regiment 


(B). Captain [Asaph] Allen is at Fort Halleck, Nebr., and would doubt- | 


less be returned to this department on application from your headquar- 


ters. You will see I have not the cavalry force we supposed I had when: 
the district was formed. Iunderstood the Fourth Missouri State Militia 


were here, but when the four companies ordered from Sedalia reach Lex- 
ington there will then be but half of it in the district. Iam satisfied 
three full cavalry regiments are necessary. The border counties of Kan- 


sas need a larger force than those of Missouri, for the Kansas border is’ 


rich and that of Missouri poor and uninviting to robbers. One com- 
pany is as small a force as can safely be stationed at any one place, and 
- one company to a county is not enough to guard it. For the present, 
until I can reduce the maximum size of the guerrilla bands very greatly, 


or until efficient local companies are organized, I shall need two regi- — 


‘ments, scattered by companies at stations, for local protection of inhabit- 
ants and for small scouting parties, and then one regiment for cease- 
less pursuit of the gangs throughout the infested regions. I can get 
along well with the Ninth Kansas and the First Missouri State Militia, the 
one chiefly for guard and small scouting parties on the very border, the 
other in portions of Missouri somewhat removed from the border. The 
third regiment, however, should be a first-rate one, and experienced in 


such work. For this duty I wish you would send me the Ninth Missouri, | 


Colonel Guitar. Iam sure there is scarcely anywhere aregiment so good 
for that work, and the work must be done thoroughly and savagely, or 
the last fighting of the war will be along the border. With a view to this 
application, I will keep at Lexington and Warrensburg all the six com- 


panies of the Fourth Missouri State Militia, and will send them back to - 


General Brown, or wherever ordered. IfI cannot have Guitar’s regi- 
ment, I shall need six more companies to make the three regiments, and 
would be glad to have that part of the Third Wisconsin at Rolla, or the 
four companies of the Sixth Kansas there. 


Your telegram to General Blunt to keep Penick here did not reach 


Penick, in consequence, I was informed by the general, of the telegraph 
line being down. The sudden withdrawal of Penick’s regiment threw 
the border into consternation, and large bands of guerrillas at once rose 
and threatened the border towns. I can do nothing more than garri- 
son duty with the cavalry here now. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
THOMAS EWING, Jr., 
Commanding District, &e. . 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF CAIRO, 
Cairo, June 17, 1863. 


. Maj. Gen. Jonn M. ScHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Str: Your letter of the 15th instant is this day received.* Ihave . 


~ the honor to inform you that all my troops, except five small companies 
of infantry, have been sent south, the last of them to Columbus, Ky. 


* See Schofield to Pennock, p. 319. 
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Also the fort has béen dilapidated by the high water, and all the guns 
removed or dismounted, except three. I have also daily evidence that 
there is getting up an armed opposition to the war policy of the Govern- 
ment in Southern Illinois that may require a small army to quell. All 
the State of Illinois is in General Burnside’s department, except Cairo, 
Mound City, and Alton. “You will see from these statements in what a 
poor condition I am to render aid to New Madrid or any other post. I 
have in the guard-house here and at Mound City more prisoners of war, 
‘stragglers, and deserters from our own army than I have troops. 
; I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
_ N. B. BUFORD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
. Saint Louis, June 17, 1863. 
Col. J. M. CHIVINGTON, . 
Commanding District of Colorado, Denver City : 


CoLONEL: Your letters of the 1st and 6th instant have been received. — 


Your disposition of troops appears to be wise and judicious. I have 
full confidence that you will do the best possible in your important com- 
mand. It is impossible for me at this distance to give minute directions 
for the disposition of your-forces, and I desire to leave you free to act 
as your judgment and accurate knowledge of the country shall indicate 
as best for the service. 


‘Forces so remote and scattered as those of Nebraska, Colorado, and ~ 


_ New Mexico are necessarily very dependent upon each other for mutual 
- support in case of unusual danger, and are too distant to act in such 
emergency under orders from department headquarters. Hence I rely 


- upon the commanders in those districts to give each other all possible 


assistance in case of need, and to act promptly, without waiting for orders 
from me. 

lam about sending a regiment of cavalry (Third Wisconsin) to re- 
enforce the Santa Fé line or the overland route in Nebraska, or both, 
as shall seem to be most needed. The regiment will be ready to leave 
Fort Scott about the 1st of July. 1 believe about four companies will 
be needed in the western part of Nebraska, and the remainder on the 
Santa I’é route, perhaps in New Mexico. I desire, if possible, to avoid 
so great a separation of aregiment. If you can supply the necessity of 
the overland route by moving a part of your force, and allow the Third 
Wisconsin to occupy the Santa Fé route and points in its vicinity, this 
difficulty will be removed. Please consider the matter, and inform me 
soon how it can be arranged. 

___-Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


COLUMBUS, June 17, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 
The commanding officer at New Madrid assisted me yesterday with 
_ three companies of infantry. Finding, however, from your communica- 
tion of the 15th instant, that danger is apprehended to that post, I 
will at once return those companies; but, being myself threatened, I 
cannot possibly spare a man from my much reduced command. 
. -ASBOTH, 
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- Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
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es an JEFFERSON Crry, Mo., June17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD: 


Four companies of the Fourth Missouri State Militia and one section 
of artillery moved from Sedalia last evening, at 9 o’clock, for Lexington. 
; EH. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier- General. 


, erent 


DENVER, COLO., June 18, 1863. 


Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


~ Will move four companies of cavalry immediately in direction to as- 
sist General Connor, but fear at this time to weaken my force perma- 


nently. - 
‘ J. M. CHIVINGTON, | 
Colonel, Commanding District of Colorado. 


DENVER CITY, Mo., June 18, 1863. 


_ Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


ce Sh 
tia 


‘graph order if made to Colonel Chivington. 


A war council of Sioux, Cheyennes, and Arapahoes to be held be- 
tween here and Fort Laramie soon. ‘Chat part of Idaho Territory taken 


from Nebraska should be in this district, to enable us to protect our- 


selves and the overland route from here to Salt Lake. Please tele- 


JOHN EVANS, 
Governor of Colorado Territory. 


. HARRISONVILLE, Mo., June 18, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWING, - 
Kansas City, Mo.: 

DEAR Sir: We write these few lines in relation to the condition of 
things in Cass County, and in behalf of the citizens of the same. At 
the time Major [T. B.] Biggers, of the Fifth Regiment Missouri State 
Militia, left this post, he left forty stand of arms, which, with those in 
the hands of citizens, gives arms to about 100 citizens, for the protection 
of this post. Many of the citizens of this county have moved to and near 
this post for protection, and are endeavoring to support their families by 


_ farming around and near the post. ‘Their families and all their effects 


are here. All the county records and papers are here, and it would be 
an irreparable loss to the county if we should lose our records. The 
citizens have had to leave their crops to assist in protecting the post; 
and, as the time is short for working their crops, if they are not soon 
relieved they will lose the same. From the best information we can get, 
there is a larger number of Confederates, or bushwhackers, hovering 
around us and east of us. We don’t know at what moment the post 
may be attacked. We earnestly hope that you can and will relieve us 


s immediately. Please let us hear from you at once. 


Respectfully, JAMES ALLEN 
9 


County and Circuit Clerk of Cass County, Missouri. 
R. 8. JUDY, 
Sheriff of Cass County. 
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DEPOT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., June 18, 1863. 


General RoBERT ALLEN, 
. Chief Quartermaster, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


‘GENERAL: General Blunt, as commander of the District of the Fron- 
tier, claims that he has a right to give me orders, on the ground that 
General Orders, No. 48, Department of the Missouri, appoints me chief 
/ quartermaster for several districts, including the District of the Frontier. 
I do not consider he has, as commander of the District of the Frontier, 


-° any authority over me either as chief or depot quartermaster; yet he | 
>» insists that he has the right, and continues giving me orders as the 


commander of that district. Will you please lay the question before 


. the general commanding the department, and, if he takes the same view 
‘ of the question as 1 do, ask him to issue an order forbidding the dis- 
trict commander from giving me orders either as chief or depot quar- 


termaster? It seems to me. the military rule would be for the district 
quartermasters to make their requisitions on me for such funds and 
property as they may require, and the district commanders can then 
order whatever they require from their own quartermasters. If I neg- 


lect my duty in furnishing the supplies, &c., required by their quarter- 
. masters, the district commanders can prefer charges against me.’ 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. C. EASTON, 
Major and Chief Quartermaster. 


{Indorsements. ] 


DP espeottaly referred to Major-General Schofield, commanding De- 
_ partment of the Missouri. 
ROBT. ALLEN, 
Chief Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, June 24, 1863. 


Respectfully referred to Major-General Blunt, with information that 
the views expressed by Major Easton are correct. He receives orders 
only from department headquarters and the chief quartermaster of the 
department. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, . 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Scott, Kans., June 30, 1863. 


I respectfully submit that if Major Easton is the chief quartermaster 
of the district which I command, I have the right, to order him; if I 
have not the right to order him, then he is not the chief quartermaster 


of my district. 


Respectfully appealed to the honorable Secretary of War,* and atten- 
tion invited to General Orders, No. 48, Depsronent of the Missouri, 
herein inclosed and now in force.t 

JAS. G. BLUNT, 


Major-General. , 


* See also Blunt to Stanton, July 26, p. 398. t See p. 315. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
hey Saint Louis, July 5, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded to the General-in-Chief. 
- lam endeavoring to correct the irregularities and abuses to which 
my attention has been called through the headquarters of the army. 


The order and decision from which General Blunt appeals were made i 


with that object. Major Easton is depot quartermaster at Fort Leaven- 
-worth (which is not in General Blunt’s district), and is chief quarter- 
master of all the districts which draw their supplies from that depot. 
He has, I beiieve, the full confidence of his superior officers in the quar- 
termaster’s department, and the present arrangement was made at the 
suggestion of General Robert Allen, chief quartermaster of this depart- 
ment. General Blunt has a quartermaster of his district, who is, of 
course, subject to his orders. He can no more command Major Easton 


than he can the chief quartermaster of the department. I do not desire 
to restrict the authority of General Blunt any further than the rules of | 


the service and the abuses which have existed in his command seem to 


require. If heis not willing to submit to such restrictions, Iseeno way | | 
of preventing the recurrence of such abuses but by removing him from 


t 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


his command. 


JULY 21, 1863. 
The foregoing views of General Schofield are approved. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief. 


= 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas Oity, Mo., June 19, 1863. 

Col. C. W. MARsH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
COLONEL: I reached Leavenworth on Sunday, the 15th, and nex 
day heard that Colonel [William R.] Penick’s regiment had gone by 
land and boat to Saint Joseph, and that a band of abcut 400 guerrillas 
were collected 10 miles southeast of Independence and threatening the 


place, which was unprotected. AsI had not assumed command, I tele- 


graphed General Schofield, asking him to order General Ben. Loan: 


(who I supposed had not relinquished command at Lexington) to send | 


forward temporarily four or five companies to fill the gap left by Colo- 
nel Penick’s force. General Blunt at the same time ordered the two. 
cavalry companies stationed at Westport to Independence. At the 
same time the colonel of the Ninth Kansas: ordered detachments 
from four of his companies stationed in Kansas along the border to, 
this place, ordering that the detachments should unite at Aubrey, 
Johnson County. About 50 men of these detachments, uniting at 
Aubrey, came, through Westport, here at about 4 o’clock of the 17th 
instant, while about 70, composed of men who were out scouting when 
the orders were first received, uniting also at Aubrey, followed the first 
detachments about three hours behind on the same road. This last 
party, under command of Captain [Henry] Flesher, who has a good repu- 


* tation as an officer, was ambuscaded by a party of rebels, under Todd, 


14 miles south of Westport. Our men were just emerging from a long 
lane at the foot of a hill, and the rebels were concealed in a ravine and 
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coveted. in front by a stone fence parallel to the ravine and at right. 


angles to the lane. It is reported that Flesher’s men had their guns 


‘strapped to their saddles, and could not disengage them until the rebels 


‘had delivered two volleys and charged and thrown them into confusion. — . 


I beliéve the report, for our force was as large as that of the rebels, or 
nearly so. Captain Flesher says he could not rally the men in the lane, 


but that he rallied them at the other end (say one-fourth of a mile), — ; 


and drove off the rebels, who retreated eastwardly. Captain Flesher — 
lost 14 killed and 4 wounded. The rebels are not known to have lost 
but 4 killed and 6 wounded. Iimmediately.on hearing of the firing sent 
Major [Linn K.] Thacher, with a detachment which had just reached — 
here, in pursuit. He caught up yesterday with a portion of the band 
in an extremely rugged part of the country, about 8 miles southeast of, 
. Westport, where he surprised them, killed 3, captured or recaptured,15 
horses and some guns, pistols, &c. Major [Wyllis C.] Ransom and his | 
_ two companies were on a scout southeast of Independence, and were 
not available in the pursuit, &c. 
J am, colosel, very respectfully, S 
; THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
; Kansas City, Mo., June 19, 1863. - 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, : 
\ Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: I have your favor of the 16th instant. There are two in- 
fantry companies at Fort Larned, and, as I wrote you day before yes- 
terday, four companies of citizens at as many different points on the 
Santa Fé road, numbering each about 40 men, and reaching out from — 
Westport 120 miles to Council Grove, near the verge of settlements. 
These, with two companies at Westport, which escort the mail beyond 
Olathe, are the forces at present protecting settlements and trade and 
mails on that road. There is so much of stock, merchandise, and valu- 
able mail on that road, and it is so approachable from the haunts of - 
bushwhackers in Jackson County, that there have been frequent ineur- 
sions along it, and I think six companies of cavalry are really needed 
to protect the line to and including Fort Larned. They will also afford, 
of course, at this end, protection to a traveled section of the border. I 
. think, perhaps, the work might be done with five companies, but six is 
a Safe estimate. If you conclude to put half the Third Wisconsin under 
my command for that duty, I shall be well satisfied with the selection. ° 
I do not ask for it in preference to the Ninth Missouri, but would rather 
have it than any Missouri regiment I know of which you could probably 
send me other than the Ninth. 

General Blunt did not ask for the half of the Third Wisconsin now at 
Rolla, and I suppose does not at all need them, if he gets all the Sixth. 
The whole border, for 30 miles into Kansas, is at present greatly dis- 
turbed. The farmers have splendid crops, and a pretty large area, 
quite as large as usual, in cultivation. It would take little more than 
the present demonstration of the guerrillas to stampede the whole coun- - 
try. The band which ambuscaded a detachment of the Ninth Kansas ' 
_ near Westport night before last, numbering about 80, was one of at 
least three gangs of that size in Jackson and Cass Counties, which have’ 
grown formidable suddenly on the removal of Penick’s men. I am. 
satisfied that, until Governor Carney’s new regiment is ready for the — 


e 


ae. Ge % *. 
4 : Lf ye Fr. aa Pig Lv ow 


' he ee 
‘ iy a CRS a ¢ sad 
- Po , , ¢ a) 


o 


. 


) <Citar. XXXIV.) CORRESPONDENCH, ETC—tNion.. ° = 329 > 


souri and half the Third Wisconsin, or some other full regiment, com- 
posed of officers and men who will hunt down the guerrillas without 


_ field, I should have either the Ninth Missouri or half thé Ninth Mis- 
re 
x 
x 


flagging or remorse. I do not think the Fourth Missouri will do for 


_. that purpose. I cun do all the work in the district with the three cav- 


_ from the Department of the Missouri, and requiring a complete list of _ 


alry regiments, including guarding the Santa Fé road, but three regi- 
ments and a-half could be well employed. 
I am, very respectfully, i P 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpqrs. 8TH Min. Dist. oF Mo., ENROLLED Mo. MILITIA, 
. Macon City, Mo., June 19, 1863. 


Maj. H. A. GLEm, 
: Assistant Adjutant-General, Sturgeon, Mo. : 


MAsor: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communi- 


cation of the 18th instant, inclosing copy of General Orders, No. 47, 


the Enrolled Missouri. Militia in active service in this district, which is 
hereto appended, viz: ; 

First Provisional Regiment, Col. Joseph B. Douglass, headquarters 
Mexico, 740 men; Second Provisional Regiment, Col. Ed. A. Kutzner, 
headquarters Hannibal, 1,000 men; detachment Sixty-ninth Regiment, 
Col. William M. Redding, headquarters La Grange, 140 men; detach- 
ment Thirty-fifth Regiment, Capt. George W. Cunningham, headquar- 
ters Brunswick, 50 men; detachment Forty-fifth Regiment, Col. William 
A. Shelton, headquarters Unionville, 30 men; detachment Thirty-sev- 
enth Regiment, Col. C. W. Parker, headquarters Troy, 25 men; detach- 
ment Sixty-sixth Regiment, Col. O. P. Phillips, headquarters Milan, 25 
men; detachment Sixty-seventh Regiment, Col. James G. Kettle, head- 
quarters Danville, 45 men, and detachment Twenty-seventh Regiment, 
Col. Benjamin Emmons, jr., headquarters Saint Charles, 125 men. 

The 50 men on duty at Brunswick are detailed for First Provisional 
Regiment, and are held there for the purpose of completing the detail. 
This regiment will be filled up to the maximum, 966 men. The Second 
Provisional Regiment is full and now being organized. Whatever sur- 


_ plus of men it may have, when the organization is completed, will be | 


- transferred to the First Provisional Regiment. The detachments from 
the Sixty-ninth, Forty-fifth, Thirty-seventh, Sixty-sixth, and Sixty-sev- 
enth were placed upon duty by orders from these headquarters. The 
detachment from the Twenty-seventh is guarding Perrongere Bridge, 

and furnishing a provost guard at Saint Charles; were placed on duty 
by orders direct from headquarters State of Missouri. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. J. BARTHOLOW, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., June 19, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD : 
Sie: In the absence of Colonel Cloud, I deem it my duty to advise 


_ you of the present status of the enemy in the southwest. On the 9th 
3 instant, Generals Price, Marmaduke, and Colonel Shelby were at Jack- 


%, 
+ 


 sonport, Ark. Parsons’ brigade of infantry was there, and an Arkansas 
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ined: uf inteaty were arriving on same day. ‘Wolton] reehiols ‘wid ‘ 


one Téxas brigade of cavalry on Crowley’s Ridge. Stand Watie is at 
Maysville with 500 troops. Coffee and Livingston, with vit men, passed _ 
Carthage, going north, a few days ago. 


‘Very respectfully, yours, 
JNO. EDWARDS, 


Colonel, Commanding Post. 


6 t 1 


| Saint Lours, Mo., June 19, 1863. | 
Colonel EDWARDS, Springfield : 

Where is Colonel Cloud? When did you get the information con- 
tained in your dispatch, and from what source ? ” Isit perfectly reliable? 
Ji M. SCHOFIELD, ‘ 

Major- General. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., June 20, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


‘Colonel Cloud, I presume, is on his way here frorii Saint Louis. Mr. 
C. C. Jones, of this county, left Jacksonport on the 9th instant. who is — 


- vouched for by General Holland and Colonel Shepard as entirely relia- — 


ble. He also fell in company with six prominent rebels of this place, 
who are, doubtless, in this vicinity, who left General Price about the 
same time. The news in relation to Stand Watie and Coffee I have 
derived from Colonel Allen, stationed at Mount Vernon, and Lieutenant 
Kelso, just in from Newtonia. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
es JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


- 


Saint Louris, Mo., June 20, 1863. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


The action of the Missouri State Convention upon the question of 
emancipation will depend very much upon whether they can be assured 


_ that their action will be sustained by the General Government, and the 


people protected in their slave property during the short time that slav- 
ery is permitted to exist. Am I authorized in any manner, directly or 
indirectly, to pledge such support and protection? This question is of 
such vital importance to the peace of Missouri that I deem it my duty 


to lay it before Your Excellency. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., June 20, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, Arcadia: 


Can you send a company of cavalry into Washington County, to assist 
' the provost-marshal at Potosi? Itis much needed. ‘Lhe county is full. 
of A la) and isa thoroughfare for rebel recruits from Hlinois. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, . 
_ Major- General. 
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- Major-General ScHOFYELD: 
I sent last night a steamer to Hickman, to convey the detachment of 
‘the Twenty-fourth Missouri Volunteers, and Company D, Thirteenth, 


_ Wisconsin Volunteers, being the entire garrison, about 190 men, to New 


Madrid, in accordance with orders from the General-in-Chief. 


Your communication of the 15th, to the commanding officer at Island — 
_ 10,* has been sent me, with his reply. There is but an aggregate of 86 


men on the island, to defend it and guard. a contraband colony of 1,000 


souls, which will render it difficult to reduce the small garrison. The 


_ gunboat New Erais at Island No. 10, which can, and will, be sent to New 


Madrid in case of an attack, and I will always be ready to give, as I 


have done heretofore, all possible assistance from my district, provided 


Iam not menaced or attacked. 
; - ASBOTH, 
Brigadier- General. 


SAmnT Louis, Mo., June 20, 1863. 


_ Brigadier-General AsBoru, Columbus, Ky.: . 


Thanks for your co-operation. I have sent a smal] detachment to 


_ New Madrid, and will send another in a few days. This, with the gun- 
boat, will, I believe, make all secure. Colonel Harding, who goes in . 


command, is instructed to help you in case of need. 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN BRIGADE, 
Fort Biunt, C. N., June 20, 1863. 

Major-General BLUNT: 
Sir: I have had no mail, dispatch, or communication for two weeks. 
I have sent messengers to the colored regiment, but cannot hear of it. 
IT have heard nothing of my train. Having repulsed the enemy on this 
side of the river, south of me, I sent this morning a heavy force, with 
howitzers, under Major Foreman, to clear out the west side of Grand 
River and’ go up to meet and cover the approaching train, nearly due. 
I have sent messengers, and also employed spies, to go to Fayetteville 
and open communications with the United States forces you informed 
me were there, but neither messengers nor spies have returned. Colo- 


nel Coodper’s headquarters—probably Steele’s also—are over the river, © 


about 3 or 4 miles distant. The smoke of their camp-fires is visible. 
They had a large train from Texas yesterday. The river is very deep 
fording—scarcely fordable. 


Respectfull 
zs WM. A. PHILLIPS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, June 22, 1863. 
General Joun M. SCHOFIELD: 
‘My Dear Sir: Your dispatch, asking, in substance, whether, in case 
‘ Missouri shall adopt gradual emancipation, the General Government 


_ will protect slave-owners in that species of property during the short 


3 *See Schofield to Pennock, p. 319. 
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time itshall be permitted by the State to exist within it, has been 


received. Desirous as I am that emancipation shall be adopted by ° 


Missouri, and believing as I do that gradual can be made better than 
immediate for both black and white, except when military necessity 
changes the case, ny impulse is to say that such protection would be 


given. I cannot know exactly what shape an act of emancipation may — 


take. If the period from the initiation to the final end should be com- 
paratively short, and the act should prevent persons being sold during 


that period into more lasting slavery, the whole would be easier. I | 


do not wish to pledge the General Government to the affirmative sup- 
port of even temporary slavery beyond what can be fairly claimed under 
the Constitution. I suppose, however, this is not desired, but that it is 
desired for the military force of the United States, while in Missouri, to 
not be used in subverting the temporarily reserved legal rights in slaves 
during the progress ofemancipation. This I would desire, also. Ihave 
very earnestly urged the slave States to adopt emancipation; and it 
ought to be, and is, an object with me not to overthrow or thwart what 
any of them may, in good faith, do to that end. You are, therefore, 
authorized to act in the spirit of this letter, in conjunction with what 
may appear to be the military necessities of your department. ; 


Although this letter will become public at some time, it is not intended 


to be made so now. 
Yours, truly, : 
A. LINCOLN. 


au ARCADIA, Mo., [June] 22, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

The following telegram received from Colonel [J. B.] Rogers, com- 
manding Cape Girardeau: 


I have information on which I rely. Kitchen is at Brown’s Ferry with 400 men. 
Price at Jacksonport with 8,000 infantry. Marmaduke moving up to Price with his 
cavalry; this one week ago Saturday. They are probably there yet. This is from 
citizens of assured loyalty and truthfulness. . 


| [have proper measures taken to ascertain the truth of above state- 
ment. ‘Will you be down to-morrow? If so, please advise me. I hope 


you can come. 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


_ Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, June 22, 1863—4.10 p. m. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


If it be true that Price’s forces are on the Mississippi River, above 
Memphis, had you not better send forces from Missouri down the river 
to attack him there? This would prevent the danger of a raid into the 


State. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
Saint Louis, Mo., June 23, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. .H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 
Price’s infantry is at Jacksonport, and his cavalry along Crowley’s 


Ridge and the river. My movable force is nearly all cavalry. Had L 
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_ attack the scattered cavalry with two or three regiments of infantry, 


S 


not bétter send it down Crowley’s Ridge, threaten Jacksonport, and 


or send them down the river ? 
J. M. SCHOFIELD. | 


NEw Maprip, Mo., June 23, 1863. 
Capt. H. C. FILLEBROWN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Southeastern Missouri : 
Str: I have the honor to report that I arrived at this post early this 
morning, and shall assume the command to-morrow. As far as practica- 
ble, I have examined the works and the approaches to them. For 


_ several miles up and down the river bank the site for batteries is the 


same. The enemy need not attack us in order to blockade the river. 


- He could throw up sufficiently strong works in one night to give us con- 


siderable trouble in dislodging him, and to hold temporary control of - 


the navigation. There is nothing in the town of New Madrid itself to 


make it an object of teniptation to the enemy or ourselves. There are 


two forts and quite an extensive line of rifle-pits around them. The 
upper fort is in a very dilapidated condition, almost ruined; there are 
no guns in it. It is something over a mile from the lower fort, which 
is in comparatively good order, and is a much stronger work than 
the other ever was. There are three 24-pounders mounted, one dis- 
mounted which can be mounted, and one which is dismounted, spiked, 


and the carriage unfit for service. There is also a 12-pounder iron. . 


There were until recently two 20-pounder Parrotts, but these have been 
sent below. We need two more heavy guns for the platforms. 

I propose to destroy the upper fort, or what little there is left of it; 
complete the exterior defenses of the lower fort by connecting the rifle- 
pits, and building breastworks for field-pieces at proper points in the 
outer line, as well as to build a magazine, repair the ramparts, &c., of 
the fort: itself. 

I find that we are very short of ammunition for the guns. There is 
no spherical case or canister to speak of, and but little grape and solid 
shot on hand. I shall send a messenger up to Coltimbus, by the boat 
which takes this communication, with a dispatch to Colonel Callender 
for an immediate supply. 

The dispatch boat which was formerly here has been taken by the 
authorities at Memphis. I have to trust to chance to communicate with 
any one. No troops have arrived here as yet—6.30 p.m. The place 


appears to be healthy. . 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHESTER HARDING, JR., 
Colonel Twenty-fifth Missouri Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO, 
Denver City, Colo., June 23, 1863. 


-Lieut. Col. SAMUEL F. TAPPAN, 


_ Commanding Post at Fort Lyon, Colo.: 
Sim: Your letters of the 20th instant are received, and I am directed 
by the colonel commanding to say, in reply, that Colonel Phillips has 


_ had re-enforcements sent him, and will not in all probability be defeated 
nor compelled to surrender. If heis, the rebels will not be permitted to 


march on Larned. It can and will be re-enforced strongly before the 


j ‘rebels can reach there. The rebels will be much more likely to strike 


\ i 


ys i 


At Ades a PS ee ee PN ee lat 5 a Wane A Pott Vb %e- 0, } eae SZ 
ih \ Hi ? rat TAL ae Pah Ut REAP In PLY erat eb eae” adie s Ras aa ae ~ 
{ 4 r ak 7 ‘ ES | ioe. eae 4 he pee shu F: 
weil i i : } 


{ 


384. «—s MO., ARK:, KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. (Cnar. XXxIv. 


Nt Ss ae Lyon than at Larned; at least such is the. present indication. » You 


will not, therefore, send or go with your forces to Larned, or indeed out 
of the district, except for temporary purposes, and then you will not 
report for duty; only co-operate with other troops. You will keep your ' 
pickets well out, and arrest and detain all suspicious persons that may 
be roaming around, no matter which way they are traveling. The time 
has come when we must use decisive measures. Colonel L. has not 
authority to call for troops from this district, and will not have. Ad- 
ditional. troops are ordered in this direction from the Missouri River, 
and Colonel C. is ordered to co-operate with General Connor against 
the Ute Indians on the Overland Mail Route. He will keep an eye to 
- the Arkansas, and has additional forces which he will send if there is a 
necessity for so doing. We have the mail three times a week, and are 
‘within two days by telegraph of department headquarters, from whence 
all reliable information must come. All report there, and from there 
all that is reliable is quickly sent out. The colonel feels that with the 
troops you now have, with your usual vigilance, you will be able to give 
timely notice, that you may be re-enforced if necessary. 
Tam, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
: S. S. SOULE, 
- First Ineutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
. Washington, June 24, 1863—12 m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
'.. Move the troops as you deem most advantageous, with the view of 
keeping Price’s forces away from the Mississippi River till Grant gets 
through with Vicksburg. 
: H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, June 24, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Ewine, 
“ Commanding District of the Border, Kansas City, Mo.: 

* GENERAL: Your letters of the 17th and 19th are receivéd. It is im- 
possible to give you the Ninth Missouri, though I would gladly do.so if I 
could. Colonel Guitar commands the District of Northeastern Missouri, 
and has his regiment and Enrolled Militia alone. I can give you the 
Third Wisconsin to guard the Santa I'é route as far as Fort Lyon, in- 
clusive. This will strengthen you a good deal. I shall hardly be able 
to do more at present. I will, however, endeavor to do more as soon as 
the fall of Vicksburg shall relieve the pressure on our southern border. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, | 
Major-General. 


SAInrT Louis, June 24, 1863. 
Colonel CLoup, Springfield: 

Can you, with the force now under your command, occupy the western 
counties of Missouri, so as to relieve Colonel Philips’ regiment, Seventh 
Missouri State Militia? It is important that this be done, if possible. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, « 
Major-General.’ 
.% 
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bs . a , } ROLLA, Mo,,. June 24, 1863. 

_ Major-General ScHOoFIELD: . 

On receipt of your telegram, informing me of a contemplated rebel 

_ raid, I sent a scout of two companies from Salem. They went about 80 
miles south of Salem. . I shall forward, to-morrow, by mail, the report 
from scout. Llearn that Colonel Old, of Thomasville, had just returned 

_ from Little Rock, who reports Price as moving north of Arkansas River; | 
would strike through the Indian Nation, and the talk is, would make 

his headquarters at Jefferson City, driving all who would not join be- 

fore him. Price had visited Marmaduke’s command, and had ordered . 

_ him to join Price, and was now moving, 

- Be THOS. A. DAVIES, 

Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 24, 1863. , 


Maj. Gen. B. M. PRENTISS, Helena, Ark.: 


GENERAL: J am informed that Price is at Jacksonport. He is re- 
ported to be building sixty deep flat-boats on Black River. He may 
mean to drop down with them, but his men believe that he is bound for 
Missouri. His forces line the river bank in squads, and I think he will 
open a battery about Island No. 35.. This, however, may be only to 
divert attention while he drops down back of Helena, with provisions : 
and artillery in flats, or he may be moving in force on New Madrid. | 

_Every point on my lines in front and rear is threatened, and if Price 
gets over the Mississippi I shall have a warm time. 

Heavy forces are gathered west and south of Corinth. A consider. » 

' able force, cavalry and artillery, are over the Tennessee at mouth of 
~ Duek River. Okolona and Oxtord are rallying points for the enemy’s 
irregular [forces]. Panola and the road thence south to the Yockna 
have been destroyed by my cavalry. Geir 

Garrisons on Memphis and Charleston Railroad are dreadfully light, 
and the road is liable to be cut at any time, leaving my remnant of a 
corps part in Memphis, part at Corinth. ; . 

In case of a movement by Johnston north, in advance of Grant, it 
may be necessary to move your command up here and abandon Helena. 
In this matter, however, I shall receive instructions from General Grant 
intime. I wish you would keep good men on the Mississippi side to 

_ watch this movement. 
- L have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
‘servant, 


Ss. A. HURLBU', 
Major. General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF TROOPS ON SANTA FE Roan, 
' Fort Larned, Kans., June 24, 1863. 
- Asst. ADJT. GEN., DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City: 
‘Sir: Please call the attention of the general commanding district 
to the inclosed,* just received from Fort Lyon. ; 
J would say to the general what I have said to General [E. V.] Sumner 


et * Not found. 
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and to General Blunt, that there are a great many more troops at and 
~ around Denver not needed i in Colorado, and unless this post is re-enforced 


goon we may expect trouble. There are no Indians above but are within 
a hundred miles of this place, and if the rebels should make a dash at 
this post and be successful, all the Indians will at once join them, and 
New Mexico be entirely cut off, together with the mee of millions of 
property now en route tor that Territory. 
, Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. LEAVENWORTH, 
Colonel Second Regiment Colorado Volunteers. 


‘ 


Saint Louis, Mo., June 25, 1863. 
Captain PENNOCK, Cairo: 
Can you furnish a gunboat about the first of next week to operate 
with troops between eu Madrid and Memphis ? 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


= MEMPHIS, June 25, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

My last information puts Price, with 6,000 men, at Jacksonport. He 
has built sixty flats. Purpose not known; is believed to be bringing 
12-pounder guns to Arkansas shore near Island No. 35, to interrupt navi- 
gation. Subsistence reported scarce with hiscommand. If he has force 
enough, I think he will try New Madrid, or endeavor to force a SrOseae 


. Into Tennessee. 


HURLBUT, 
Major-General, 


GENERAL we HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ROLLA, 
No. 7. Rolla, Mo., June 25, 1863. 


I. There having been great latitude taken in the definition of contra- 


band property by troops within the District of Rolla, resulting in great 
injustice to the inhabitants, while the troops supposed they were per- 
forming their duty by seizing upon such property, it is ordered— 

IT. That contraband property shall be considered such asis movable, 
and has been or is in the use of men in arms against the Government, 
for their aid and comfort. 

III. No officer or soldier in the District of Rolla will take possession 
of any contraband property, except it be in the use of men in arms 
against the Government, or on good proof that the same has been used 
_ to aid and comfort such men. 

IV. All officers in command of posts, regiments, companies, and 


scouting parties and scouts will be held accountable for the taking of 


any horse, mule, or other property, except it is in the use of men in 
arms against the Government, or has been used by such, for their aid 


and comfort, provided the same is not required for the immediate neces- 


sities of troops, scouting parties, and scouts, when receipts will be given 
by the commanding officer (in case a Ueda is not present), to 
be paid on proof of loyalty. 
By order of Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies: é 
Eells LOVELL, 
Captain and Assistant gels General. 
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; COLUMBUS, Ky., June 26, 1863—4 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, R 
Saint Louis, Mo. : Er auits 
Major-General Hurlbut thinks that Price is at Jacksonport with about _ 
6,000 men, and his destination probably New Madrid. I am under: 
orders to re-enforce that post if attacked, and would request any re- — 
liable information regarding the force or movements of the enemy, and 
also the strength of the garrison at New Madrid. i 
ASBOTH, Zi 
_Brigadier- General. 


‘ 
¢ 
‘ 
4 
J * 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, . 
Fort Scott, Kans., June 26, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: . ; 
GENERAL: Iam just in receipt of dispatches from Col. William A. 
Philiips to the 20th instant.* He still maintains his position at Fort 
Gibson, although the enemy are securing re-enforcements and massing cp 
quite a large force on the south side of the river. The pickets of the 
two forces are within hailing distance. They have attempted to shell 
_ Fort Gibson, but without any damaging effect to our forces. Lately | 
they have been throwing up earthworks and placing their artillery at 
the different crossings of the river, to prevent our passage, which would 
- indicate that they fear offensive operations from our side. They have 
not attempted to cross the river in large force since about the 6th in- 
stant, when they crossed below, and attempted to flank Phillips on his 
left and get in his rear. In this attempt they were defeated, our forces 
driving them back over the river with considerable rebel loss; our loss 
in killed was 7. The Indian troops have of late become quite discour- ° 
aged, in consequence of not being supported by white troops, as has 
been promised them. They have manifested a true devotion to the 
cause, and have made almost superhuman efforts to hold their country, 
in hopes every day of obtaining succor, but I have had none to send 
them until now. - I have sent with the train now en route to Fort Gibson 
about 1,600 re-enforcements, including the First Kansas Colored Volun- any 
teers. This will be quite an accession to Colonel Phillips’ present force, . % 
and will inspire confidence in the Indian troops. The Thirteenth Kan- 
sas is here, and will go down with the next supply train, which will be 
in about twenty days; but mounted force is much needed, as the rebels 
are mostly mounted on good horses. A portion of each of the three In- 
- dian regiments, which are mustered in as infantry, have been mounted 
since they have been in the service on their own horses, but the con- 
stant hard service that has been required of them has killed nearly all 
their stock, and they have no way to replace it. Their losses in private | 
horses, killed and worn out in the service, is more than the amount of 
’ all their pay received from the Government. It is indispensable that 
at least one Indian regiment should be mounted on Government horses. 
The rebel force in front of Colonel Phillips has lately received a large 
train of supplies from Texas, and there is no doubt they intend to make 
' a stubborn resistance to our farther advance, and, if possible, advance 
their own lines. 
s In the present state of affairs, it is important that I should take the 
~ field; but, to do this with a prospect of success, I need troops to com- 
’ mence offensive operations when I get to the Arkansas River. If that 


* *See operations about Fort Gibson, Ind. T., &c., June 6-20, 1863, Part I, pp. 348-352. 
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part of the Twelfth Kansas Infantry now in the Tistiick of the Border 


‘could be sent to me, relieved by the Eleventh Kansas, and that portion 
of the Sixth Kansas and Third Wisconsin now in the vicinity of Rolla, 
and one good battery of rifled guns could be ordered to report to me 
for duty by the 20th, I have little doubt of my ability to cross the Ar- 
kansas River and destroy the rebel forces now massing in front of our 


‘lines. This would open the whole Indian country, and enable the two 


new Indian regiments to fill up their ranks. 

Ineed good artillery. Ihave nothing but smooth-bores, and they are 
‘worn out and nearly unserviceable. If Rabb’s Second Indiana or First 
Kansas Battery could be sent to me, with the troops I have mentioned, 
I will be enabled to protect my line of communications with this post, 


~ and to defeat all the Confederate forces in front of Colonel Phillips’ lines. . 


I desire to know at as early a day as possible what troops I may expect, 


that I may make my arrangements accordingly. 


I would also suggest the propriety of sending the Arkansas troops 
into Western Arkansas, in the vicinity of Maysville, where they can be 
within supporting distance of Fort Gibson, and at the same time be in 
a position to rid that section of country of guerrillas that continually 
harass my trains between here and the Arkansas River, and where they 
may also intercept large detachments of the enemy that frequently cross 
the river as low down. as Van Buren and pass up on the Line road in 
Phillips’ rear, to harass and annoy him. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General. 


CAIRO, ILL., June 26, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 
, Gunboats will be ready to co-operate with troops between New Mad- 
rid and Memphis. Lieutenant-Commander Bliss, whose divisional com- 
mand embraces those two points on the river, will command in person. 
He is now here, and it is important that he should leave to-morrow, if 
not incompatible with the public service. I would like to know the 
nature of the service and the day it will probably start, so that he may 
be fully posted before his disposition [departure ?]. 
A. M. PENNOCK, 
Captain and Fleet Commandant of Station. 


JEFFERSON CIty, Mo., June 27, 1863. 
Capt. A. M. PrenNocK, 
~ Oommanding Station, Cairo: 
~ CAPTAIN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your tele- 
gram of the 26th instant, respecting the co-operation of the gunboat 
fleet with the troops under my command. Isent you a short telegram 
and promised to write in reply. 


I can reply to your communication more nearly by giving you the 


substance of the instructions under which General Davidson, command- 
ing the troops in Southeastern Missouri, is ordered to act, viz: Tomove 
from Arcadia (or Pilot Knob), his present position, down Crowley’s 


Ridge as soon as practicable, threatening Price, who is supposed to be 


at or near Jacksonport with his main force, and attacking Marmaduke’s 


cavalry, stationed along Crowley’s Ridge, the intention being tocom- 


ra 
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eek Price to concentrate his forces and keep them in Pavidedn’s front, 


thereby preventing the interruption of navigation on the Mississippi, vo 


as well as an invasion into Missouri. 
As soon as General Davidson’s success will warrant, it is desired to 


change his base to some point on the river, probably Osceola, to which . : 


place. I desire to move some infantry, and shall then require the assist- 
ance of a gunboat, which should probably be at New Madrid. Of this, 
however, I shall inform you in time. 

Should information be received showing that Price has effected a 
lodgment along the river, it will be necessary to send infantry down by 


river to act in conjunction with the gunboats in driving him away, which 


will also be communicated as soon as ascertained and determined upon. 
Thanking you, captain, for the cordiality and promptness of your 
action, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 

Helena, Ark., June 27, 1863. 
Major-General HURLBUT, ‘ 
Commanding Sicteenth Army Corps: 


GENERAL: Your communication of the 24th* is just received. Ire-. 


gret to learn that you are threatened at all points, and trust that you 


- may be able to meet successfully any attempted invasion within your 


lines. You mention that Price is at Jacksonport building boats. I had 
information that he was there, but the latest intelligence from him is that 


3 he was moving toward Red River. My scouts have not been able, for 


“ey 


the past ten days, to bring reliable information further than that. I am 
and have been threatened for weeks by a superior force of cavalry. 


Three full regiments are within 20 miles of this place, preventing com-: 


munication with the interior. I have less than 4,000 men here, and of 
that number 600 are cavalry. I shall endeavor to comply with your 


request, and will advise you of any information received. 


Respectfully, yours, B. M. PRENTISS, 


Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TROOPS ON THE SANTA FE RoAp, 
Fort Larned, Kans., June 27, 1863. 


Lieut. JoHN WILLIAMS, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dist. of the Border, Kansas City, Mo.: 


Sir: I have the honor to abpaet the arrival ait this post this morning 


' of a train of Government commissary stores, and that the train-master 


reports that the Kiowa and Comanche Indians gave them great trouble 
on the Santa Fé road all the way from Cow Oreek to Walnut Creek, at 


which point they left him. He informs me that he has traveled the 
- plains for the last eighteen years, and that he never knew the Indians 


so impudent and insulting as now. ‘They stripped bis mule of his sad- 
dle, took all the blankets from his men, cut open sacks in his wagons, 


_- from which he could not keep them, and committed many other out- 


rages. I have sent for the chiefs of all the tribes, and shall have a full 


: and free understanding with them, and if they cannot stop their young 
. men from committing these robberies, I shall. General Blunt applied 
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for the two companies of the Second Colorado Volunteers (my regiment), 


now at Fort Lyon, to be ordered to this post and to be mounted. They ° 


are about 170 strong, and would be of great service. He also applied, 
I believe, for the two sections of the Ninth Wisconsin Battery, now at — 


Fort Lyon, also to be sent to this post, so as to get the whole battery 


a together. Please let me know if I am to have assistance, and how soon. 


| Very respectfully, &c., : ! 
Aint J. H. LEAVENWORTH, 
Colonel Second Regiment Colorado Volunteers, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
ee Helena, Ark., June 30, 1863. 
Maj. GEORGE W. BURCHARD, 
Second Arkansas Volunteers, of Arkansas District : 


Magor: You will proceed to-morrow morning, under flag of truce, | 


: with your escort, toward Little Rock, with the communication herewith 


intrusted to your care from the major-general commanding the district 
to, Lieutenant-General Holmes, C. S. Army. You will use every pre- 
caution to insure the safe delivery of such communication to Lieutenant- 


_ « General Holmes, proceeding to Little Rock, or as far in that direction | 
- as permitted by the enemy, and delivering your package, whenever your 


farther progress may be forbidden, to some officer of the enemy’s force. 
authorized to receive it, and taking the proper receipts for the same. 


Having accomplished this object, you will return with your escort to 


this place, and report at these headquarters. 
By order of Major-General Prentiss: 
JAMES O. PIERCE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure.] 


“HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., June 30, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. Honmes, C. 8. Army, 
Commanding Trans-Mississippt Department : 


GENERAL: I have information, of such a character as not to leavea © © 


reasonable doubt of its correctness, that in a recent engagement with a 
detachment of United States forces, some of whom were people of Afri- | 
can descent, certain of the troops of your command so far transcended 
the laws of civilized warfare as to kill defenseless soldiers who by the — 


chances of battle fell into their hands, giving no quarter to white or 


black. 

Having in this district certain organizations of colored troops, and 
presuming from the dispositions and movements of a portion of your 
command that an encounter between the opposing forces may not be long 
delayed, I deem it proper to inquire whether I am to consider such 
acts as precedents which will be hereafter followed by your troops, or, 
as I hope may be the case, were they unauthorized and disapproved? 
I have to ask that you will favor me with an early and explicit reply, 


and that you will state whether colored troops, regularly enlisted and 
_ mustered into the service of the United States, and the officers command- 


ing them, so long as they comply with the rules and usages of civilized 
warfare, are to receive in return the benefits of such rules and usages. 


Regretting, general, the necessity which seems to demand this com- - 


‘\ ak 
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~ munication, but at the same time deeming it of reciprocal importance 


Vital importance, I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
- ‘ B. M. PRENTISS, . 
Major-General, Commanding. 


9 Saint Lovis, Mo., June 30, 1863. 
_ Brigadier-General DAvipson, Arcadia: 
Have you any further news from Price or Marmaduke? They may 


' attempt a raid into Southwest Missouri, via Salem, Arkansas, and Leba- A 
non. Keep a lookout in that direction. I have a report this morning — 


that Price is between Arkansas and White Rivers, below Little Rock, but 


doubt its truth. “ 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
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“Troops in the Department of the Missouri, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, 
U.S. Army, commanding, June 30, 1863. 


DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI. 


Boonville, Mo. 


6th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
; —— F and H, Capt. Henry V. 
Sta 


Germantown, Mo. 


1st Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies F, G, and H, Maj. Alexander 
W. Mullins. 


Jefferson City, Mo. 


4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
~ panies A and D, Capt. Alvah R. 
Conklin. 
6th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies C and D, Maj. Austin A. 
King. 


Lexington, Mo. 
1st Missouri State Militia Cavalry (four 
companies), Lieut. Col. Bazel F. 
Lazear. 
Marshall, Mo. 
4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies B, C, E, and L, Capt. Will- 
iam §. Cannon. 
Pleasant Hill, Mo. 
Col. LEonaRD MarrTIN. 
51st Wisconsin Infantry (six companies). 


3d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany B, Lieut. Lafayette Praul. 


- 


Brig. Gen. Eqpert B. Brown. 


Sedalia, Mo. 
Col. GEorcr H. Hatt. | 


4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies F, I, K, and M, Lieut. Col. 
Walter King. 

Ist Missouri State Militia Battery, Capt. 
Charles H. Thurber. - 

6th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies E and G, Capt. George W. 
Murphy. 


Taberville, Mo. 
1st Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies A, D, and E, Maj. Joseph H. 
McGhee. 


Versailles, Mo. 


6th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com-. 


panies A and B, Capt. William 
Plumb. 


Warsaw, Mo. 


6th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies I, K, L, and M, Maj.Abraham 
Allen. 


\ 
Warrensburg, Mo. 


Ist Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany C, Capt. Andrew Jackson. - 

4th Missouri State Militia, Cavalry, Com- 
panies G and H, Maj. J i ene sett 
inson. 


« 


DISTRICT OF NORTHEASTERN MISSOURI. 


Col. ODON GUITAR. 


Brunswick, Mo. 


9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany H, Capt. Henry 8. Glaze. 


Columbia, Mo. 


9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panyF, Capt. Henry N. Cook. 


Fayette, Mo. 
9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


- panies A and E, Maj. Reeves Leon- 
ard. 


~l 


Mexico, Mo. 
9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


panies C, G, I, and K, Maj. Daniel ~ 


M. Draper. 
Sturgeon, Mo. 
9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


panies B and D, Lieut. Col. John 
F. Williams. 


’ 
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DISTRICT OF NORTHWESTERN MISSOURL”* — 


Enrolled Missouri Militia. 


3d Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, Col. William Heron. 
4th Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, Col. John B, Hale. 


11th Missouri Cavalry, Companies A and B, Capt. George H. Mochel. 
-- DISTRICT OF ROLLA. 
Brig; Gen. THomas A. DAVIES. 
First Brigade.t 


: _ Lieut. Col. Joun T. Burris. 


9th Wisconsin, Maj. Herman Schluter. 


. : ist Kansas Battery, Capt. Norman Allen. 
10th Kansas, Lieut. Col. John T. Burris. 


1ith Kansas, Capt. 


Houston, Mo. 


_\ 5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies B and G, Capt. Richard Mur- 


fee phy. 
Rolla, Mo. 


yes if 


Lieut. Col. ARTHUR JACOBI. 


. 27th Missouri, Company H, Capt. Anton 
Goede Ate Gerster. 
oo) 5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
AEN, ' panies K, L, and M, Lieut. Col. 
per) Joseph A. Eppstein. 

4 2d Wisconsin Cavalry, Companies A, D, 
ee G, and K, Capt. William Woods. 
oi 1st Missouri Artillery, Battery L, Capt. 

g Frank Backof. 


DISTRICT OF 


Martin Anderson. 


Salem, Mo. 


4 
‘ 


5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies C and D, Capt. Peter Oster- 
mayer. 

Waynesville. Mo. ‘ 

5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies A, K, and H, Maj. Waldemar 
Fischer. 

. Licking, Me. 


5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany F, Capt. Henry B. Brown. 


SAINT LOUIS. 


Brig. Gen. Wixttam K. SrRona. 


Sa Benton Barracks, Mo. 
V4 


‘Col. BENJAMIN L. E. BONNEVILLE. 


29th Illinois, Maj. John A. Callicott. 
‘91st Winois, Lieut. Col. Harry 8. Smith. 
2d Arkansas Cavalry, Company B, Capt. 
Archibald B. Freeburn. 
Detachments. ¢ 


Saint Louis, Mo. 
Col. HENRY ALMSTEDT. 
37th Iowa, Company FE, Capt. Resen 
Banks. 
23d Missouri, Col. William P. Robinson. 
lith Missouri Cavalry (detachment), 
Capt. Otto Holstein. 
2d Missouri Light Artillery, Lieut. Col. 
Joseph Weydemeyer. 


Victoria, Mo. 


‘ } 
1st Missouri State Militia Infantry, Col. 


John F. Tyler. 


: * Troops reported as at Saint Joseph. 


t Reported as at Rolla. 


{ Of convalescents, paroled men, recruiting parties, &c. 
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£' DISTRICT or SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURL P be 
i P ‘ / Oe a ae 
nm , Brig. Gen. Joun W. Davipson.* * 
ie . FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION.+ hae 
1 ie Ln Noni 
First Brigade. . Second Brigade. ana 
e > Col, LEwis MERRILL. | Col. Joun M. Grover. cae : % 
1st Missouri, Maj. Henry J. Stierlin. 10th Illinois, Col. Dudley Wickersham. |» ie “4 r. 
- 2d Missouri, Maj. Garrison Harker. Ist Iowa, Col. James O. Gower. ye leak a 
_ 7th Missouri, Lieut. Col. John L. Chan- | 3d Towa, Maj. George Duffield. Dee et: 
‘dler. 24th Missouri Infantry, Companies Fand = x 
» ‘8th Missouri, Col. Washington F, Geiger. Ii, Capt. Sampson P. Barris. Pata oon 
3d Missouri, Capt. Thomas G. Black, Cpl $e ree 
== as RP 
, Artillery. on ae 
 - 2d Illinois, Battery A, Capt. Herman Borris. VON 
. 2d Missonri, Battery K, Lieut. T. S. Clarkson. : nate ate 
i 2d Missouri, Battery M, Capt. Gustave Stange. ae 
= : 25th Ohio Battery, Capt. Julius L. Hadley. es 8 
Me Cape Girardeau, Mo. Patterson, Mo. + pe ie 
Col. JouNn B. RoGERs. 3d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Col. | ies 
: 32d Iowa (four companies), Maj. Gus- Richard G. Woodson. aes 
Ss tavus A. Eberhart. re 
i 8th Missouri Provisional Enrolled Militia, Pilot Knob, Mo. : Bee = 
cs Lieut. Col. Irwin K. Walker. ; age 
. 2d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Maj. | , Maj. JAMES T. HOWLAND. tr ite 
ae Isham B. Dodson. eee 
2d Missouri Artillery, Battery D, Capt. | 3d Colorado (five companies), Lieut. Col; Sw 
’ Charles P. Meisner. Samuel 8. Curtis. «ae anaes 
i lst Nebraska (nine companies), Capt. 
New Madrid, Mo. Sterrit M. Curran. ; a er aa 
24th Missouri (seven companies), Col. eee, 
James K. Mills. ie ote 
. vik *\ 
DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI.t — ek, § 
: Col, WitLt1am F. Coup. 
Cassville, Mo. | Marshfield, Mo. cha 
Ist Arkansas Cavalry (seven companies), 7th een caalic Made Hemeene oe 
Maj. James J. Johnson. y ; oN % 
Neosho, Mo. } 
ai ae Rare 7th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (two... 
8th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (four companies), Capt. Squire Ballew. i: 
i companies), Capt. William C. Hu- pup agin: io he ieee 
eps! man. | 4 7 
Col. Joun F. PHiies. 
Lebanon, Mo. | 7th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (six | 
* 8th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (six Soar heir al Lieut. Col, Thomas-T: 
companies), Lieut. Col. Marshall | g4), yissouri State Militia Cavalry (two | 
W. Johnson. j 


e 


companies), Capt. Milton Burch, - ‘ 


* Commanding district and the cavalry division. ‘ 
% _ +Reported as ‘at Arcadia, 

he + Tri-monthly return reports Brig. Gen. Colly B. Holland, Missouri Militia, on duty . 
in this district, commanding eight companies of the Sixt h, eight companies of the 
Wg Seventh, and one company of the Twenty- prAb Enrolled Missouri Militia. 
4 
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al Springfield, Mo. 


Col. Jonn Epwarps. 3 Rt: 


ist Arkansas, Maj. Elijah D. Ham. 1st Arkansas Battery, Capt. Denton D. 
18th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Thomas Z. Cook. Stark. 
1st Arkansas Cavalry (five companies), | 2d IndianaBattery, Lieut. pe ta Espey. 
Col. M. La Rue Harrison. 3d sr ba Battery, Capt. J Cocke- 
24 Kansas Cavalry (eight companies), 
Maj. Julius G. Fisk Invalid. etaaen Capt. James M. 


Hutchins. 


DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS.* 


Brig. Gen. FREDERICK SALOMON. 
THIRTEENTH DIVISION.t 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. Wittiam BE. McLEaAn. Col. SAMUEL A. RICE. 


434 Indiana, Lieut. Col. John C. Major. | 29th Iowa, Col. Thomas H. Benton, Jr. 
35th Missouri, Lieut. Col. Horace Fitch. | 33d Iowa, Lieut. Col. Cyrus H. Mackey. 
28th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Edmund B.| 36th Iowa, Col. Charles W. Kittredge. 
Gray. 33d Missouri, Lieut. Col. William H. 
Heath. 


Cavalry Brigade. 
Col. POWELL CLAYTON. 


1st Indiana, Lieut. Col. Thomas N. Pace. 
5th Kansas, Lieut. Col. Wilton A. Jenkins, ? 


Artillery. 


3d. Iowa Battery, Lieut. Melvil C. Wright. 
Ist Missouri, Battery K, Capt. Stillman O. Fish. 


DISTRICT OF COLORADO. 


Col. JOHN M. CHIVINGTON. 


Camp Collins, Colo. En rowle to Denver, Colo. 
ist Colorado Cavalry, Company M, Capt. ist- . 
: ne ? st Colorado Cavalry, Companies D and 
David L. Hardy. HI, Maj. Jacob Downing. 
Camp Curtis, Colo. 


1st Colorado Cavalry, Company B, Capt. TOPE EOE REO 


Samuel M. Logan. 1st Colorado Cavalry, Company C, Capt. 


Camp Fillmore, Colo. Joseph C. Davidson. 
_ Ist Colorado Cavalry, Company L, Capt. Fort Ti lo. 
William H. Backus. Koneieed 
Camp: Weld, Colo, Lieut, Col. SamurnL F; Tappan. | 
Maj. Scorr J. ANTHONY. 1st Colorado Cavalry, Company F, Lieut.. 
1st Colorado C Iry (fi ), Bee ee ah 
st Co avalry (five companies 2d Colorado, C K, Li Ff : 
_ 3d Colorado, Company F, Lieut. John ae srado, Company eae 
Castle. 1st Colonna. Battery,) Lieut. Horace W.. 
Ganow Cit Col Baldwin. 
St ROR 9th Wisconsin Battery, Lieut. John A.. 
“Ist Colorado Cavalry, Company I, Capt. Edington. 
‘Charles Kerber. 


v4 Attached to the Department of the Tennessee. Troops at and ab me. 
t Of the Thirteenth Army Corps. é ‘ aman ter case sh 


Me 42 


DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER. 


Maj. Gens JAMES G. BLUNT. 


Baxter FEES Kans. 


1st Kansas (colored), Col. James M. Will- 
jams. 


Camp Leroy, Kans. 


2d Colorado (six companies), Lieut. Col. 
Theodore H. Dodd. 


Fort Gibson, Ind. T. 


Col. Witt1am A. PHILLIPS. 


1st Indian Home Guards, Col. Stephen H. 


Wattles. 

2d Indian Home Guards, Lieut. Col. Fred. 
W. Schaurte. 

3d Indian Home Guards, Maj. J. A. 
Foreman. 


6th Kansas Cavalry (four companies), 
Capt. John W. Orahood. 

3d Kansas Battery, Capt. Henry Hop- 
kins. . 


Fort Larned, Kans. 
Capt. Horatio N. F. Reap. 
9th Kansas Cavalry, Company I. 
12th Kansas Infantry, Company H, Capt. 
James W. Parmetar. 
9th Wisconsin Battery (left section), 
Lieut. Watson D. Crocker. 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 


12th Kansas Infantry, Companies A, G, 
and I, Col. Charles W. Adams. 


Leavenworth City, Kans. 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Company H, Capt. 
‘Thomas P, Killen. 


DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA. 


Brig. Gen. THomAs J. 


Fort Halleck, Nebr. 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Company B, Capt. 
Asaph Allen. 


Fort Kearny, Nebr. 


2d Nebraska Cavalry, Companies BandC, 
Lieut. Charles D. Davis. 


Fort Laramie, Nebr. 


6th Ohio Cavalry, yompanics A and C, 
~~ Maj. Thomas L. Mackey. 


Fort Riley, Kans. 


12th Kansas Infantry, oie sl C, Capt.” 
Nick. L. Benter. 


Fort Scott, Kans. f 
Maj. Cuartes W. Buair: 
2d Kansas Battery, Lieut. Edward A. 
Smith. 
2d Ketan Cavalry (detachment), Lieut. 
Patrick Cosgrove. ee. 
12th Kansas Infantry, Companies B, E, 
F, Maj. Thomas H. Kennedy. 
3d Wisconsin Cavalry, Company C, 2 
Capt. Edward R. Stevens. at 
Kansas City, Mo. 
12th Kansas Infantry, Company K, Capt. 3 
John J. Sears. oe 
4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies Iand M, Capt. Daniel Rice. 
Independence; Mo. — e 


5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Col. — 
William R. Penick, 


Paola, Kans. 


9th Kansas Cavalry (six companies), Col. nee 
Edward Lynde. f 


Westport, Mo. peLS 
Maj. Wytuis C. Ransom. 
6th Kansas Cavalry, Company B, Capt. - 
Elijah E. Harvey. aa 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Mpls git C, Capt. 
John E. Stewart. : 


McK3Han. 


Omaha, Nebr. 


2d Nebraska Cavalry, Company D, Lieut. 
Col. William I’, Sapp. ' 


Telegraph Line. 
6th Ohio Cavalry, Companies B and D. 


. oth Enrolled Missouri 


-MO., ARK, KANS., ae AND DEPT. N. W. 


4 


oie in the \Doatriet of Eastern Arkansas, Maj. Gen Benjamin mM. 
Prentiss, U. 8. Army, Cente June 30, 1863. 


THIRTEENTH DIVISION.” 


Brig. Gen. FREDERICK SALOMON, 


First Brigade. 
Col, WiLt1aM E. McLean. 


43d Indiana, Lieut. Col. John C. Major. 
35th Missouri, Lieut. Col. Horace Fitch. 


28th ,Wisconsin, Lieut. 
Gray. 


Col. Edmund B, 


Second Brigade. 
Col. SamuEL A. RICE. 


29th Iowa, Col. Thomas H. Benton, jr. 
33d Iowa, Lieut. Col. Cyrus H. Mackey. 
36th Iowa, Col. Charles W. Kittredge. 
33d Missouri, Lieut. 

Heath. 


Artillery. 


3d Iowa Battery, Lieut. Melvil C. Wright. 
ist Missouri Light, Battery K, Capt. Stillman O. Fish. 


CAVALRY BRIGADE. 


Col. POWELL CLAYTON, 


ist Indiana, Lieut. Col. Thomas N. Pace. 
5th Kansas, Lieut. Col. Wilton A. Jenkins. 


oe ENROLLED MISSOURI MILITIA. 


EIGHTH DISTRICT. 


Brig. Gen. Tuomas J. BARTHOLOW. 


Brunswick, Mo. 


Militia, Capt. 
George W. Cunningham. 
Danville, Mo. 


67th Evtrolled Missouri Militia, Col. James 
G. Kettle. 


Hannibal, Mo. 
Qd Provisional Regiment Enrolled Mis- 
souri Militia, Col. Edward A. 
' Kutzner, 


La Grange, Mo. 


69th Enrolled Missouri Militia, Col. Will- 
iam M. Redding. 


Mexico, Mo. 
1st Provisional Regiment Enrolled Mis- 


souri Militia, Col. Joseph B. Doug- 
lass. 


Milan, Mo. 


66th Enrolled Missouri Militia, Capt. 
4 ohnson W. Jewett. 


Saint Charles, Mo. 


27th Enrolled Missouri Militia, Col. Ben- 
jamin Emmons, jr. 


Troy, Mo. 


37th Enrolled Missouri 


Militia, 
Charles W. Parker. 


Col. 


Unionville, Mo. 


45th Enrolled Missouri Militia, Col. Will- 
iam A. Shelton. 


* Thirteenth Army Corps, Army of the Tennessee. 


[Cuar. XXXIV. 


Col. William H. 
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Abstract From return of the troops at Helena, Ark.,* Brig. Gen. Prederick Salomon, U. S. 
Army, commanding, for June 30, 1863. Neha 
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_ Thirteenth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps: Re Ae 
: LS EG iS ec ay rg Pa ay 8 2 2 2 lina fe 
* First Brigade, Col. William E. McLean... .......-.. GL) 1, 160.)'- 1; S87 a 958'| 1 93b hese ¥ a 
Second Brigade, Col. Samuel A. Rice 84| 1,746 | 2,335 | 2,947 | 2,980 |....2. + Sha ee 
Cavalry, Col. Powell Clayton....... Sassen Rares we ecta. 40; 788 | 1,088] 1,385] 1,383 ee an 
PASH W coe Sores ops ack PES Nt Ei AE Bi} 2 180" B18 |e 245 odo ee 257 ne 
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' Abstract from return of the Department of the Northwest, Maj. Gen. John Pope command- es 


ing, for the month of June, 1863; headquarters Milwaukee, Wis. 


il 
Present for 3 = 2 aie 
: duty. 3 8 . + 
Ay ae s, 
2 Eg 
Command. , i ‘oa 35. 
a & fs | o> 
8 ; 2 23 5 
Pe 8 at uN eR obs a 
Z i) a < 4 bea are 
Department staff (Milwaukee, Wis.)..-..-.--------------.---- (eae IB lee 21 23 25 ; - 
District of Wisconsin, Brig. Gen. T. C. H. Smith: Te ee ote 
bau (MilWwaAnKGS, WIS.) ©... nn cee onncn seca gsc eenansinnen ces 2 1 3 Shea snaae um 
UT ee ep nA oe ie ee ea Sones heise ss 10 108 181 G06" anos’ il 
f ; ES | eS a) Baa ee ‘ 
Total District of Wisconsin ....-.....-0+-s-seeeeseeeeee 12} 100]. 184| 509 |,...4--- 4 
District of Minnesota, Brig. Gen. Henry H. Sibley (Saint Paul, 
155 | 3,125 | 9,518] 4,281] 4,307 ~ 
36 | ‘921 | 1024|' 13209) 17202. . 
2 32 87 |. od loo 


193 | 4,078 | 4,579 | 5,614| 5,509 


District of Iowa, Brig. Gen. Benjamin 8. Roberts: 


Staff (Davenport, Iowa)....------.--2+--------+++---222ee- BY Ean gee « 5 Dean ve wa 
BET ee ccln o he twins ome w/oa online 2 sonic eens meineana 3 128 206 ZAG |, tute os ea 
Cavalry -- oon aa sen canis enn see tense e renee es seer sceeee 10 483 590 680 Seecenus ‘ ; 
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District of Dakota, Brig. Gen. Alfred Sully : 


; k. Bisa aco 5 cu taee ‘ 

Staff (Fort Randall, Dak.) ; * fie of sel ea Gee 

4 57} 1,081 | 1,236] 1,947] 1,972 
MataInDASEriGtOL DP AKOUAS ---s0> --42<csascasq=-r0nseu 67] 1,125) 1,358 | 2,278| 1,972 i 
fonand tbat ete tan cdot ace sevasa'tanwaySncmaner ey 303 | 5,931 | 6,938 | 9,278 | 7,506 st 


* Belonging to the Department of the Tennessee. ; 
+Three hundred and ten men on special duty, protecting enrollments. 
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BBO. <0. MOL ARK KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. (Cnar. XXXIV, 
Troops in the Department of the Northwest, commanded by Maj. Gen. John 
Pope, June 30, 1863. 


DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN. 


Brig. Gen. THomas C. H. SMITH. 
30th Wisconsin (detachment of), Col. Daniel J. Dill. 
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA. 
Brig. Gen. Henry H. SIBLEY. 


6th Minnesota, Col. William Crooks. 
7th Minnesota, Lieut. Col. William R. Marshall. 
8th Minnesota, Col. Minor T. Thomas. 
9th Minnesota, Col. Alexander Wilkin. 
10th Minnesota, Col. James H. Baker. 
1st Minnesota Mounted Rangers, Col. Samuel McPhaill. 
‘ 3d Minnesota Battery, Capt. John Jones. 


DISTRICT OF IOWA. 
Brig. Gen. BENJAMIN S. ROBERTS. 


7th Iowa, 1st Battalion, Maj. Herman H. Heath. 
Detached soldiers and recruits, Capt. Robert M. Littler. 


DISTRICT OF DAKOTA. 
Brig. Gen. ALFRED SULLY. 


41st Iowa, Maj. John Pattee. 
30th Wisconsin (detachment), Lieut. Col. Edward M. Bartlett. 
Dakota cavalry (two companies).* 
6th Iowa Cavalry, Col. David S. Wilson. 
7th Iowa Cavalry (one company), Capt. Andrew J. Millard: 
2d Nebraska Cavalry (eight companies), Col. Robert W. Furnas. 


; Sarnt Louis, Mo., July 1, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, 
Care Colonel Livingston, Pilot Knob: 


Dispatches from Memphis and a refugee from Little Rock, who came 
in via Rolla, report Price and Marmaduke gone south, toward the 
mouth of the Arkansas. Please give me such information as you may 


have, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Sant Louis, Mo., July 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. . W. HALLECK: , ; 


I have sent 5,000 cavalry, under Davidson, into Eastern Arkansas. 
Last report is Price is moving south. 
SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 


* Not on district return. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 

eh Saint Louis, Mo., July 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H: W. HALLEOK, / 

; Generai-in-Chief, U. 8. Arm y, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I am informed ‘that an effort is being made in Washing- 
ton to obtain an order restoring the Department of Kansas. I deem it. 


my duty to say, in reference to this matter, that peace cannot be re- 
stored and preserved near the border of Kansas and Missouri unless 
the country on both sides of the line be under the same command. I 


Omar, XXXIV.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. Baas roe 


have organized a district, consisting of the northern part of Kansasand = 


_ the border counties of Missouri, and placed it under command of Brig- 


adier-General Ewing, a most excellent officer, who has the confidence 
of the law-abiding people of Kansas. The good results growing out of 
this change are already apparent, and I believe any change like that 
contemplated or asked for would be for the worse. 
I am, general, very respectfully, Om obedient servant, 
AE | i SCHOFIELD, 
‘ ? . Major- General. 


Saint LovIs, July 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. A. HURLBUT: 
My scouts bring the same report of Price’s movements. I have sent 
a strong cavalry force into Eastern Arkansas. . 
SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


GLASGow, Mo., July 2, 1863. 


General BARTHOLOW, Macon City: res 


Colonel Parker, the noted Jackson and La Fayette bushwhacker, was 


killed yesterday in Waverly by some militia. He had his commission — 


in his pocket. 
[CLARK H.] GREEN. 


CASSVILLE, Mo., July 2, 1863. 
Colonel CLouD, Springfield, Mo. : 


The scout has just got in; brings important information. Hunter is 


at Holcomb’s Springs, with 500. Cabell is at Hewitt’s old mill, 5 miles 
this side of Fayetteville; also three squadrons at Bentonville. Cabell 
is to have command of all ; said to be 2,000 cavalry; no artillery. This 
Captain [Roan EH. M.] Mack got from young men, who got it from their 
pickets at Cross Hollows. He also said that Cabell was going to attack 
this post Sunday morning. I have sent out another scout. I will send 
word as soon asl hearfromit. My last scout was commanded by Captain 
Mack, Company G; took 4 prisoners and killed 1 man; took 13 head of 
very good horses. 
Yours, respectfully, 
J. J. JOHNSON, 
Major, Commanding Post. 
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- \ 852. -MO., ARK., KANS« IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. (Czar. XXXIV.) 
| saey, - HEADQUARTERS SixTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Pega tse eae Memphis, Tenn., July 2, 1863. 

| Maj. Gen. B. M. PRENTISS, 

Oomdg. District of Eastern Arkansas, Helena, Ark. : 

. GENERAL: A man who has escaped from Price’s army informs mé 
that Price is moving south, and will make an attempt on Helena, if he _. 
‘considers it safe,or else move on Milliken’s Bend. He says that women 
. are used as spies by that force, and that several of them started for 
’ Helena before he left. I would recommend, if you have not done so, 

that your lines be rigidly closed. You will much oblige me by keeping 
me informed of matters in your vicinity. I could send you temporary 
aid, if necessary. : 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant 
ea §. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Lll., July 3, 1863. 
- General JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
- mnunication of the 27th ultimo, and have sent a copy of it to Lieut. 
~. Commander S. L. Phelps by a reliable officer. Lieutenant-Commander 
Phelps commands the gunboats that will co-operate with your forces, . 
and is now on board the Eastport, a first-class iron-clad gunboat. He, 
will, no doubt, afford any assistance in the way of co-operating with the . 
troops that may be in his power. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. PENNOCK, 
Fleet Captain, &e., Commandant of Station. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., July 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis : 


I had a strong scout from Marshfield, under Major Suess, of the Sev- 
-enth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, dowa to West Plains on the 27th. 
They had good success, killing 13, &c. He reported Colonels Coleman, 
Burbridge, and Freeman at Spring River Mills, near Salem, with a 
force of about 1,000. This being out of my district, and in General 
Davidson’s, I trusted to him to watch and protect. I have a small 
— scout down that way, and expect to report daily. I had a Butternut 
scout-im the eastern part of the district, which reported to me just this © 
moment. The rebel women told me that their husbands, &c., had gone 
_ to West Plains to join the army, and that they did not know when they  - 
would be back. The southwestern counties are being cleaned out by - 
Colonel Allen’s provisional troops and parts of the Seventh and Eighth 
Missouri State Militia, and guerrillas are not safe in small squads. My 
Arkansas troops are very anxious to go to their own State, and, from. 
reports, I believe that we can get many recruits for the army if we go 
there. Iam anxious to encourage these matters, and, while we move, 
will do so with caution, as you direct. eee : 
Respectfully, 


W. F. CLOUD, ~ 
Colonel, Commanding. 


_ Brigadier-General Torrmy, Saint Louis : 
A part of Captain [William] Monks’ company, at Houston, that I 
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~ Roa, July 3, 1863, ~ 


spoke to you of, has been out on a scout, and captured 6 prisoners; just » 


come in and are in the fort. The men have been now on duty nearly 
one month, without any show of pay. The captain is here, and the men 


would like to know General Schofield’s decision, whether I can take’ 


_ them up on my list of scouts at cavalry pay. I am short, as you know, 
of cavalry, and these men are very valuable. They have no clothes or 


money, and it becomes necessary to give them an answer. Please pre- 


‘sent the case to the general commanding. 
THOS. A. DAVIES, 
Brigadier- General. 


. WaAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 4, 1863—1.30 p. m. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Information from Memphis, deemed reliable, shows that Price and 
Kirby Smith are moving their forces south against Generals Grant and 
Banks. I think there is no danger of any immediate operations against 
Missouri, and I must again urge you to send every available man you 
can possibly spare down the Mississippi. Dispatches from Jefferson 
Davis to General Lee, just captured, show that the rebels are concen- 

‘trating on the Mississippi River and north of the Potomac all their 
forces not required to garrison their works at Richmond, Charleston, 
and Savannah. Even these would have been sent to Johnston and Lee 
if our troops did not threaten these places. 

H. W. HALLEOK. 
'  General-in- Ohief. 


Saint Lovis, Mo., July 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W.’ HALLEOK, 
General-in-Chief : 

I will do all possible to assist General Grant. Iam not yet certain 
that Price has gone, but will know in a day or two. Meanwhile I will 
get my troops ready to embark. 

; J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Sant Louis, Mo., July 5, 1863. 


Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, 
Care Colonel Livingston, Pilot Knob : 


“e 


It is of the utmost importance for me to have positive information of 


. Price’s movements as soon as possible. Make every effort to get and 
forward it to me. If you find that Price has moved south, as reported, 
do not go beyond easy communication with Cape Girardeau, say Bloom- 
field and Poplar Bluff. Affairs down the river require me to give 

' Grant all the assistance in my power, I must, if possible, send him 


more troops. 
J, M. SCHOFIELD, 
. Major-General. 
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\ i. ae \ ; 
HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 


" Memphis, Tenn., July 5, 1863, | 


Maj. Gen. B. M. PRENTISS, 
Commanding District of Eastern Arkansas, Helena, Ark. : 


GENERAL: I received this morning, at 6 a. m., your letters of yes- 
\ 


terday. 
I have ordered guards, and will send up the prisoners. Lieutenant- 
Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, left here with the Eastport on the 3d 


instant, and our navy officers are so tenacious of orders that I question | 


if any gunboat would leave her station. without formal orders from 
proper authority. The Conestoga should have been near Helena yes- 
terday. 


I congratulate you very sincerely on the brilliant defense you have © 


made with inadequate force. Would to Heaven I were not so reduced 
as to be unable to send you proper re-enforcements. I have 4,000 men 
to hold Memphis with. A large guard is required constantly for hos- 
pitals with 4,000 sick, and the immense Government supplies as well 
as the lines around the city. 
I send you to-day the One hundred and seventeenth Illinois, and will 

see if any others can be drawn in. 

~The whole front below me is heavily picketed by the enemy, and their 
extreme quietness along my line, with the closeness of their guards, in- 
duces me to believe in a movement of magnitude. I can spare no more 
men from the city. 


The gunboat Hastingsis dropping down to-day, and I have sent dis-: 


patch boat for the Eastport. 

The ammunition you ask for will come down on the General Anderson, 
along with the One hundred and seventeenth. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 

Fort Scott, July 6, 1863. 

Lieut. Col. C. W. Marsu, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


COLONEL: General Blunt moved last night, with four companies of 
the Sixth Kansas Cavalry, one section of the Second Kansas Battery 
one company of the Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, and one company of 
the Third Wisconsin Cavalry for Fort Gibson, by forced marches. He 
leaves me here in charge of the office and general business. Forces here 
- are six companies of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, which arrived yester- 
day morning, and of which General Blunt assumed command, ordering 
four companies to take station at Drywood, where guerrillas are trou- 


blesome, and two companies to report to Major Blair, commanding this: 


post. Also at this post, three companies of the Twelfth Kansas Infantry 
and four companies of the Thirteenth Kansas Infantry. Please send me 
a cipher for telegrams. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. 4. CURTIS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General.. ._ 
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GENERAL ORDERS, kare DEPARTMENT OF THE Mrssourt, 
No. 61, Saint Louis, Mo., July 6, 1363. 


That portion of the State of Missouri lying north of the issued 


River will hereafter constitute the District of Northern Missouri, Brig. 
Gen. O. Guitar is assigned to the command. Headquarters at Macon 


City. . 
By order of Major-General Schofield : 

C. W. MARSH. 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., ~ 
July 7, 1863—10.30 p. m. 
H. W. HALieck, f 
General-in- Chief : 


I have embarked two more regiments of infantry for General Grant 2 
This is all I can spare without calling out more militia. Please inform . 
me if you deem this necessary since the fall of Vicksburg. The Enel yo 


are nearly worthless, except when the oe is apparent. 
. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, July 7, 1863. 


_ Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


GENERAL: Yours of July 2 is received. There is no danger at pres- 
ent of any change in the organization of your department. So long as 


_ we can gain success, the interference of politicians in military matters 


can be resisted, but on the first disaster they press upon us like a pack 
of hungry wolves. 

The promptness with which you sent troops to General Grant gave 
great satisfaction here. ‘The fault of commanders of departments gen- 


erally has-been in holding back troops from the field, thus paralyzinga 


large part of the army to guard unimportant posts not in the theater of 
active operations. I have tried my very best for the last year to over- 
come this evil, and to prove to generals that when we concentrate on 


important points the enemy must do the same. Even if unimportant ; 


points are lost, they can easily be recovered after a decisive success in 
the true strategic position. 

I am satisfied that Missouri can, at the present time, be in danger of 
no serious invasion. Roving bands of guerrillas may do some harm on 
the southern border, but this is of insignificant consequence, compared 
with the opening of the Mississippi and Arkansas Rivers. When the 
latter is held, the war will be entirely removed from Missouri. Do all 


you can to accomplish this object. Local authorities will complain, but 


_ ina few months they will see the wisdom of sending the troops south. 


Yours, truly, 
: H. W. HALLECK, 
oaks General-in- Chief. 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, 
Fort Blunt, 0. N., July 7, 1863. 
Major-General BLUNT: 
Srr: The enemy are now camped on Elk Creek, 15 miles south of the 


_ Arkansas River. ‘They keep heavy stations on. picket at every ford of 


~ Ses - - \ 
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the rivet, "They have dug rifle-pits at the fords. The river isup. We “ 
shelled the enemy out of their camp by throwing over the river when — 


they were near it, and they fell back to Elk Creek, where they now re- 
. main. Yesterday they were re-enforced by Bass’ regiment of Texas 
infantry [cavalry], and six companies of Arkansas cavalry. Their force 
~ now consists of, viz: Colonel Watie’s regiment of Cherokee half-breeds 
and whites; Colonel Adair’s regiment, including Bryan’s battalion ; Col. 
Una [D. N.] McIntosh’s regiment of Creeks; Col. Chilly MeIntosh’s regi- 
ment .of Creeks and whites; Col. Tandy Walker’s Choctaw regiment 
(mounted) ; Colonel Folsom’s Choctaw regiment of infantry and cavalry ; 
Colonel De Morse’s Texas cavalry; Colonel Hawpe’s Texas infantry - 
‘ poaly |; Colonel Bass’ Texas infantry [cavalry] (arrived yesterday) ; 
_ Captain Scanland’s battalion Texas cavalry (Cooper’s body guard); 

Colonel Hawkins’ Texas battalion (mounted); Colonel Young’s Texas 
battalion (mounted), and one battery, four pieces, of 12-pounder field 
‘ howitzers, and two 6-pounders and a rifled gun. 

It is rumored that they have some small howitzers, but I am not pos-. 
itive. Six companies of Arkansas mounted men, from the south of Ar- 
kansas River, arrived yesterday with Bass’ regiment. I do not know 


~~ who commands them. 


Brigadier-General Cabell’s force, which consists of Brooks’, Carroll’s, 
and Monroe’s regiments, all mounted, with three pieces of artillery 
(brass), has taken the field. Cooper, in his last communication (yes- 
_ terday), signs himself brigadier-general. Major-General Holmes com- 
mands Steele’s, Cooper’s, and Cabell’s brigades. Holmes is somewhere 
between Little Rock and Fort Smith, I believe at Lewisburg, directing 
movements, ce 3 
' [ have lately had better information of the enemy’s condition and 
movements. Ihave had communications. I will explain in separate 
dispatch. 

The enemy’s force consists of some bitter secesh and a lot of con- 
_ seripts. While I write, another flag of truce from General Cooper is 
announced at the river. 

Respectfully, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, 
Fort Blunt, C. N., July 7, 1863. 
» Major-General BLUNT, . 
Commanding District of the Frontier : 
‘Sir: I desire to inform you of the condition of affairs south of the river. | 
An excellent crop of wheat and corn has been raised. The wheat 
harvested south of the river in Arkansas. .There never was a crop so 


abundant. It will be two months before the corn is fair for bread, but 


it is tasseling, clean, and plenty of rain. The rebels have allowed the 
“Mountain Feds” to harvest their wheat, but are now conscripting every- 
thing. | Some have to submit; others are fleeing to the mountains. 

I have had for some time the utmost difficulty in getting information 
from the enemy over the river. My spies were taken or killed, and. 
many of my expedients failed. I have opened some new leads. One is 
a correspondence with a man whom you commissioned last fall to raise 
some men south of the river. He raised a company, was enrolled by 
Holmes, and offered the pleasant alternative of hanging or going back — 


to the rebels. He, of course, chose the latter, biding his time, He — 


\ 
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_is one means of communication, and his company will come over when I 
~ open another. Ihave just had aspy of Cooper’sincamp. She brought 
‘up news and dispatches from Scott and Sebastian Counties, and was 


_ her over, giving her a good déal of information as to his modus operandi 
in getting news from my camp. She was passed over 15 miles below 
here, and came in with my dispatches in her bonnet slits; also general 
news. Besides news, stipulated that shé must buy.at the sutler’s store 


a little coffee and a bottle of whisky. Believing that his thirst for the 


latter would be almost as great as his thirst for news, I sent him the 

_ desired articles, as an additional incentive to keep, up the cata of 
— communication. 

‘ Respectfully, 
i WM. A. PHILLIPS, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, : HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 62. Saint Louis, Mo., July 7,.1863. 


All district and post commanders within this Nopertment ‘ill upon » 


application of the United States provost-marshals, under the conscrip- 
_ tion act of Congress, furnish all necessary guards to enable then to 
perform their duties. 
By order of Major-General Schofield: 
C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant-t General. 


x 


A GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 63. Saint Louis, Mo., July 7, 1863. 


Martial law has been declared in certain portions of this department, 


_- and is in force in all places occupied by the United States forces in time 
of war by virtue of such occupation. This does not, however, suspend 
the functions of the civil governments of loyal States, except when ex- 
-pressly so declared by the commanding general. It is the duty of all 
officers of such loyal civil governments to execute the State laws, as far 
as possible, in the same manner as if no United States troops were pres- 


recommended as a suitable spy for Cooper. He employed her and sent 


ent. And it is the duty of the military authorities of the United States | 


to abstain from interference with the civil officers, and to protect them 
from violence, if need be, while in the discharge of their duties. Any 
resistance to or interference with civil officers while in the discharge 
_of their legitimate duties, by officers or soldiers, is a crime which merits 
and will receive the severest punishment. 


supremacy of civil law, to encourage and strengthen the civil authorities 
- until they shall again be able to ‘enforce the laws and maintain peace. 
The rigors of martial law will be gradually relaxed in each State, or por- 
tion of : a State, as peace shall be restored and the civil authorities regain 
their strength. It can be entirely abrogated only when military occu- 
pation becomes no longer necessary. Whenever military occupation is 
_ objectionable, its removal can be best accomplished by the repression of 
~ all those intestine disorders which it is the function of a military force 
to correct., 


- 


All officers are required in good faith to observe and carry out the | 


spirit of this order. In general, civil officers will be permitted to exe- 
- eute civil process in all camps and posts in loyal States as in times of 


It is the mission of the army to put down rebellion, to restore the | 


uh 
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peace. If in any case the commanding officer of any post or camp judge 
that military necessity requires interference with the execution of civil 
process, or that the enforcement of the civil law in such case will be 
prejudicial to military discipline, or in violation of the provisions of any 
act of Congress, proclamation of the President, or military orders, he 
will, on his own responsibility, suspend such execution or enforcement 
- for the time being, and immediately report the facts, through the ordi- 
nary military channels, to department headquarters, for the orders of 
the commanding general, But such interference with civil officers or 
suspension of civil law must be by the orders of the highest commander 
present, and on his own responsibility. Any such interference by sub- 


an ordinate officers or soldiers will be regarded and punished as a high: 


crime on the part of those who commit such act, and of the commanding 
officer who tolerates or fails to prevent it. ; 

All civil officers having process to serve in any post or camp will pre- 
sent it to the commanding officer, and obtain bis assent to its execution. 
If he assent, he will protect the civil officer in the discharge of his duty, 
if need be, by all the force under his command. If the commanding 

officer refuses his assent, he will, without delay, report the fact, with the 
reasons for his refusal, to department headquarters. 
Criminals arrested by the military authorities may be turned over to 
the civil courts for trial at the discretion of district commanders. No 
subordinate officer will exercise such discretion. No person held in 
custody by the civil authorities will be taken from such custody, except 
by order of the department commander. But the place of confinement | 
of such person may be guarded by troops, if the commanding officer 
have reason to apprehend his escape, until the orders of the department 
commander can be obtained. 

’ All acts.of lawlessness, especially murder, theft, and robbery, must 
be rigorously punished, whether committed by avowed enemies of the 
Government or by those who put on the guise of loyalty or the uniform 
of the United States Army as a cloak for their crimes. Those who thus 
dishonor and disgrace the cause to which they profess attachment are 
no less criminal than the avowed enemies of the Government who com- 
mit such crimes, and will be punished with like severity. 

Such criminals will be delivered to the civil courts for trial when such 
courts are able to dispose of their cases with promptitude and certainty, 
otherwise they will be promptly tried by court-martial or military com- 

mission. ’ 
By command of Major-General Schofield : 
C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Scott, Kans., July 8, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. MARsnH, RET 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis, Mo. : * 

Another scout just in from General Blunt, who: directs me to send a 
train of supplies the 15th instant, not waiting for the return train, as 
he expects to have a great battle with Stand Watie, Bell, and Cabell, 
and will require all possible troops. He says to forward for escort of 
this train four companies of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry and four com- 
panies of the Thirteenth Kansas Infantry. ‘ eran 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. Z. CURTIS, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpgrs. Cavarry Division, DEPT. or THE MissouRI, 
Bloomfield, Mo., July 8, 1863—4 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 


I came here in advance of my troops to communicate with you, but — 
find the line, after all my orders, not yet built. The country is flooded 
with water, and our march has been laborious in the extreme. My 


scouts are out in every direction, and some are due to-morrow. I have | 


_ offered Glenn high wages for quick information. To-morrow I push an 


+r 


~ 


zie 


armed reconnaissance beyond Chalk Bluff. I will send you promptly 


all information. I have received none later than the 3d of July. 


J. W. DAVIDSON, . 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HpqQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 64. Saint Louis, Mo., July 8, 1863. 

I, Whenever the district or assistant provost-marshals within this 
department shall receive or obtain information that any person, since 
the 25th of September, 1862, has been engaged in armed rebellion 
against the Government of the United States, or in aiding or abetting 
said rebellion, and that any personal or real property or effects, belong- 
ing to such persons, is to be found within their respective jurisdictions, it 
is hereby made the duty of such district or assistant provost-marshals to 
report such fact without delay to the provost-marshal-general, together 
with a description of such property (including slaves), and the names 
of the witnesses by whom such facts can be proven, so that the matter 
may be turned over to the civil authorities, under the provisions of the 
act of July 17, 1862, and the proclamation of ‘the President, of the date 
of July 25, 1862; and the officers aforesaid are further directed to use 
due diligence to ascertain such facts. 

II. Whenever the district or assistant provost-marshals, aforesaid, 
shall receive or obtain information that any person, since the 17th day 


of July, 1862, has acted as an officer of the army or navy of the rebels — 


in arms against the Government of the United States, or has held any 
civil office under the so-called Government of the Confederate States of 
America, or under any of the several States of said Confederacy, or who, 


_ owning property in any loyal State or Territory, or in the District of 


Columbia, has, after the said 17th day of July, 1862, assisted or given 
aid and comfort to said rebellion, the district and assistant provost- 
marshals are in like manner instructed to report a list of the property, 
real and personal, of said person, and the names of the witnesses by 
whom the facts can be proven, to the provost-marshal-general without 


delay. , 
III. No district or assistant provost-marshal is authorized to seize 


- upon the property of any individual, for the purpose of confiscation, 


f 


under the laws of the United States: Provided, however, That property 
strictly contraband of war, as described in General Orders, No. 8, series 
1862, from these headquarters, when about to be transported or being 
transported in violation of said order, shall be seized upon by provost- 
marshals, the question of its character investigated, and the facts re- 
ported to the provost-marshal-general for his orders. 

IV. Property required for the use of the army, and property which is 
evidently subject to confiscation, and which must be immediately seized 
to prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy, or being carried off © 
or destroyed, will be seized by order of the commanding officer in the 
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field, and turned over to the proper staff officer for the use of the arnt 
or to be held until orders for its disposition can be obcemee from depart- 
ment headquarters. 

In all such cases receipts in n due form must be given to the apparent 
owner, if he or his representative be present. 

To distinguish such receipts from those given to loyal persons from 
whom property is purchased for the use of the army, they will bear 
upon their face the words ‘To be settled as the Government shall here- 
after direct.” , 

In all such cases of seizure, an accurate list and description of such 

property will be sent without delay to the provost-marshal-general, 
with the names of witnesses by whom the loyalty or disloyalty of its 
owner can be proven. 

By command of Major- General Schofield: 

C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


t 


a ; JEFFERSON Ciry, July 9, 1863. 
Capt. G. W. Murpuy, Sedalia: 
A party of guerrillas about Florence, Morgan County, to-day. Send 
40 mounted men there immediately, with instructions to scout the coun- 
try thoroughly. 
I send a scout from Versailles. 
E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


JEFFERSON City, July 9, 1863. 
WILLIAM J. FRETT, 
On Train, Tipton: 

Florence was attacked to-day by a small band of guerrillas. Com-— 
manding officer at Versailles will send immediately a scout of 50 men, 
and scour the country thoroughly in that direction. 

I send a scout from Sedalia. 

KK. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, July 9, 1863. " 
Cok J. H. LEAVENWORTH, 
Second Regiment Colorado Volunteers, 
Commanding Route, Santa Fé Road: 
COLONEL: Tam instructed by the general commanding to inform you 
that no troops can be spared from this part of the district at present. 
Troops have been promised and are expected soon, A portion of 
them will be sent on the route of the Santa Fé road as soon as they 
arrive. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your better’ servant, 
H. HANNAHS, © 
Ineutenant, and Acting Assistant Adjutant. General. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AKavoren: 
July % 1863. | 


* 


Brigadier-Genéral DAvipson, Bloomfield : 


Your dispatch of yesterday is received. Vicksburg, with its garrison . 
of over 20,000 men, surrendered on the 4th. On the same day Price. 
attacked Helena, and was repulsed with serious loss. I presume by © 


this time he has crossed White River on his way southwest. I do not 
think it advisable for you to advance farther south until I can arrange 
with Grant for further operations, or at least until further information 
is obtained of Price’s movements. Watch well west and southwest. 
Marmaduke may attempt a raid west of you. If you can open commu- 
nication with New Madrid, it will be well. ; 
Colonel Harding reports the Sikeston road much the most easy to 
repair. Please examine it, and see if you think it worth while to 


repair it. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
GENERAL ORDERS, ' War DEpT., ADJT. GEN.’s OFFICE, 
No. 213. Washington, July 9, 1863, 


Brig. Gen. Robert Allen is announced as senior quartermaster of the 
Departments of the Northwest, Missouri, and Tennessee. All officers 


of the Quartermaster’s Department serving in these depapyninie will 


respect and obey his orders accordingly. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF TROOPS ON THE SANTA FE ROAD, 
Fort Larned, Kans., July 9, 1863. 


The Commanding Officer of any Troops on Santa Fé Road: » 
Sir: We are surrounded by the Arapaho, Kiowa, and Comanche In- 


dians in large numbers. This morning a sentinel shot and killed an 
Indian, but of which tribe I have not been able to ascertain. I have 


' runners out in all directions for the chiefs to meet me in council, and 


for all whites near here to come in. Upon receipt of this, you will pro- 


ceed without delay, with any and all force you may have with you, to. 


this post, for we are utterly unable to render any assistance outside of 
the post, should it be required. Prompt action is needed at this time. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. LEAVENWORTH, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, July 10, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 
GENERAL: I have just received your letter of the 7th, and am erati- 
fied to know that my efforts to assist General Grant have given satis- 
faction in Washington. » I sought in vain the privilege of going to his 


_ assistauce with my command last winter, instead of lying still in Mis- 
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 souri, and it affords me no little satisfaction to have been more recently : 

_ in position to contribute something toward the glorious result which he 

has achieved. 

- Tinclose you a copy of a letter* which I wrote to General Grant as soon 

. as I heard of the fall of Vicksburg. I can do but little until he is ready 

_to send a force into Arkansas. I have retained in the southern part of 
Missouri barely enongh infantry to hold the important points of New 
Madrid, Cape Girardeau, Pilot Knob, Rolla, and Springfield against such 
cavalry force as the enemy could easily bring against either one of them 
for a short time until my cavalry division could come to their relief. 
As soon as troops start up the Arkansas or White River, I can with- 
draw nearly all the troops from those places and send them down the 
river. In anticipation of that movement, I am preparing to send them ~ 

at a moment’s notice. There will be four regiments and a battery. 

_ Davidson, with his cavalry division, is moving down into Northeastern 
Arkansas, and will sweep across the country and join the troops from 
Vicksburg at some point on the river. 

- Tam not informed whether you have given General Grant any instruce- 
tions relative to operations west of the river or whether the matter is to 
be left entirely to him. I have taken the liberty of suggesting to General - 
Grant that General Steele be sent in command of the force which is to 
operate in Arkansas, as it is important to have an officer who can be 
relied upon in an independent command. General Steele is familiar 
with the country, and I believe correctly understands the true theory 

-of operations there. I am anxious to take the field myself, and hope 
soon to arrange matters here so that I can leave Saint Louis without . 
detriment. This I cannot do, however, until we get possession of the 

- Arkansas River, and thus secure permanent peace in Missouri. Mean- 

while it is important that the troops in Arkansas be under a competent 

commander. 
I am, general, yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Suna Dist. OF NORTHERN MISSOURI, 
No. 1. Macon City, July 10, 1863. 


In pursuance of General Orders, No. 61, Headquarters Department of 
the Missouri, the undersigned hereby assumes command of the District 
of Northern Missouri, comprising all that portion of the State of Missouri 
lying north of the Missouri River; headquarters at Macon City. 

* * * * % * * 


O. GUITAR, 
Brigadier-General, Missouri State Militia. 


Fort HALLEcK, IDAHO, July 10, 1863. 
Colonel CHIVINGTON, 
Commanding District of Colorado : 
Str: On the 24th of last month a band of Ute Indians, numbering 60, 
came near this post and sent a squad in to beg provisions, saying that 
they wanted to be friendly with the whites. They got provisions and 


* See Inclosure No. 2 to Schofield’s general report, Part I, p. 18, 
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; left. On the 2d of this month they stole fourteen head of horses and 


_ mules irom the mail company at Elk Mountain Station. I senta party 


after them, but they could not be overtaken. On the 6th they took three © 


horses from Cooper’s Creek from the mail company. I started 70 men 


_ from this post, with Lieutenants [Henry] Brandley and [Hugh H.] Will- 


iams, at 1 o'clock on the morning of the 7th, to go in pursuit of alarge party 
of Ute Indians who were reported about 30 miles from this place with the 


' mailstock, After a hard ride of 30 miles, they came up with the Indians’ 


a short time after daylight. The Indians had got wind of them, and 


had run the stock through the pass and into the mountains, and when | 


the troops came up they (the Indians) commenced firing upon them from 
the brush and timber, as they had made arrangements for a regular 
battle, having piled up stones on the side hill for breastworks.: The 
troops answered the fire promptly, dismounted, and charged up the 
steep hill-side through the brush and timber, driving the Indians before 


them, who steadily fell back, contesting every foot of the ground until 


they were finally driven over the hill, when they broke and scattered 
through the mountains. The Indians poured down a perfect storm of. 
bullets upon the troops, but their aim was too high, as they invariably 
shot over, a common fault in shooting down hill; had they not shot 
over they would have annihilated the troops, for there were nearly 300 
Indians, and the fight lasted two hours. We had 5 men wounded. Ser- 
geant |S. N.] Waugh has since died; was shot through the body. One or 
the others is badly wounded. We have got information from what is con- 
sidered a reliable source that the Indians lost over 60 killed and wounded; 
over 20 killed on the field. When the Indians broke and scattered, the 


- troops were firing their last round of cartridges, and, not having any 


_- ammunition, were obliged to return to the post, after eating breakfast 


on the battle-field. 
There is supposed to be about 1,000 of these Salt Lake Utes in this 


v- 


{ 


vicinity, and they are making great threats of revenging the loss of. 


their braves killed on the 7th, and every night some depredation is 
committed on the mail stations. On the 8th, four head of mules were 


taken from the mail station at Rock Creek, and one horse killed had : 


three arrows in him. On the 9th, two mules were taken from Medicine 
Bow Station and the station plundered. Itis absolutely necessary that 
more troops be stationed in this vicinity to protect the mail line. I can 
get none at Fort Laramie. There should be another company at this 
post, and one company west of here, say at the Platte, also one at 
Cooper’s Creek or Laramie River. If you could send troops for a short 
time they would do much good. Colonel Collins is on the road with 


600 troops for this part of the country. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. A. ALLEN, 
Captain Ninth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. 


P. S.—Both officers and men deserve great credit for the bravery 
shown in the fight. 


KANSAS City, July 10, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. B. F. LAZEAR, 


Commanding Post, Lexington, Mo.: 
General Schofield informs me a band of outlaws, claiming to be Union 


men, are robbing and murdering the people of Johnson County. You: 


ms will forthwith take or send two companies of the First Missouri from 


a 


ay 
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; Lexington to repress the disturbances and arrest the ringleaders. These, 
companies will remain in J ohnson County until further-orders. In my 
~ name order the two companies of the Fourth Missouri now at Warrens- 
burg.to come here, with transportation. Telegraph me when two com- 
panies leave Lexington. Let there be no delay. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 69. } Saint Louis, Mo., July 10, 1863. 


The following officers compose the staff of the major-general com- 
manding the department : 

Brig. ‘Gen. James Totten, chief of staff, inspector-general and chief 
of artillery ; Brig. Gen. Robert Allen, chief quartermaster ; Col. B. L. 
BK. Bonneville, U. S. Army, commissary of musters; Col. T. J. Haines, 
- aide-de-camp, chief commissary; Col. F. D. Callender, aide-de-camp, 
chief of ordnance; Col. Lewis B. Parsons, aide-de-camp, chief of.transpor- 
tation; Lieut. Col. J.O. Broadhead, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 
provost-marshal-general ; Lieut. Col. C. W. Marsh, assistant adjutant- 
- general, in charge of office; Maj. J. A. Campbell, assistant adjutant- 
general; Surg. D.L. Magruder, U.S. Army, medical director ; Maj.N. W. 
Brown, U.S. Army, chief of pay department; Maj. William M. Dunn, aide- 


or de- camp, judge-advocate ; Col. William Weer, Tenth Kansas Volunteers, 


assistant inspector-general ; Lieut. Col. 8S. H. Melcher, Sixth Missouri 
State Militia Cavalry, assistant inspector-general; Capt. J. ¥. Dwight, 
‘Fourth Missouri Cavalry, assistant inspector. -general ; Maj. William M. 
Wherry, aide-de-camp; Maj. A. H. Engle, aide-de-camp; Capt. 8. C. 
Benham, U. 8. Volunteers, inspecting commissary; Capt. William 
Heelcke, ‘aide-de- -camp, chief of engineers ; Capt. Anton Gerster, Twenty- 
seventh Missouri Volunteers, assistant engineer, and Lieut. J. K. Hud- 
son, Tenth Kansas Volunteers, aide-de-camp. 
By command of Major-General Schofield : 
C. W. MARSH, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, July 11, 1863. 
Byigadior: General Ewine, 
Commanding District of the Border, Kansas City, Mo.: 


GENERAL: I have to-day sent you an order to mount the Eleventh 
Kansas. I will have the horses and horse equipments supplied as soon 
as possible. The chief difficulty will be to procure suitable arms. The 
demand for cavalry arms is much greater than the supply. On this ac- 
count the regiment will have to retain their muskets for some time. 
You can make requisitions for carbines and separate requisitions for 
revolvers. I will try to furnish the latter soon. 

It is desirable that the regiment be quickly recruited to the maximum 
of effective men. Disabled men can be either discharged or transferred 
to the invalid corps, according to the nature and ceato of the disa- 
bility. - 

I am informed that General Blunt has ordered the Sixth Kansas and 
nearly all of the Third Wisconsin and the Thirteenth Kansas to Fort 
Gibson, saying he is on the eve of a great battle. At this distance, and 
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_-with my imperfect knowledge of the facts, I will not at present decide 


upon the propriety of his conduct in disregarding my orders relative to 


_ the Third Wisconsin until I can get more accurate information. You 


will have to do the best you can with the troops now in your district. 


_ You can retain that portion of the Twelfth Kansas which you now. 


have, for the present at least. I am sorry not to be able to give you all 
the force you need, but everybody is calling on me for troops. 

Iam much gratified at the suecess you. have already obtained, and | 
have full confidence that your administration will prove a complete — 
success. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. : 


GENERAL ORDERS, Si eae Dist. OF NorTHERN Mrssovury, 
No. 2. Macon, Mo., July 12, 1863. _ 


The attention of all concerned is hereby called to General Orders, No. . 
63, Headquarters Department of the Missouri, and a strict and unfal-. 
tering observance and enforcement thereof is required at the hands of 
all officers, civil and military, within the district. 

The assassins, incendiaries, brigands, and marauders who infest this 


Be district, whether claiming to be rebel soldiery or acting under the guise 


of loyalty, are equally the enemies of peace, order, and good govern- 


ment; no just discrimination can be made between them. Any seem- 


ing antagonism in the motives by which they claim to be actuated is 


- utterly contradicted by the harmony and consistency of their villainous 


practices. These men must be brought to justice—driven from the dis- 
trict or exterminated—together with all who sympathize with or aid 
them in their hellish work. 

To the end, therefore, that the innocent may not suffer with. the ~ 
guilty ; that all may understand their duties in the premises, and that 


_.security and protection may be afforded to every loyal and law-abiding 


citizen in the district, it is therefore ordered— 

I. That whoever shall voluntarily feed, forage, harbor, lodge, or con- 
ceal any person who is in arms against the Government of the United 
States, or who, having knowledge of the presence of such persons in 


- their neighborhood, shall fail or refuse to give prompt and timely infor- 


mation thereof to the nearest military post or command, shall be re- 
garded and treated in the same manner as the persons to whom such 
aid and comfort shall have been rendered. 

II. That any person or combination of persons who shall hereafter 
be found within this district with arms in their hands, and not acting 
under the authority or orders of some legally authorized military or 
civil officer, shall be arrested, disarmed, and held in confinement, sub- 
ject to orders from these headquarters. <0 

III. It is made the duty of every military officer in the district to. | 
arrest and hold in confinement, subject to orders from these headquar- 
ters, all persons who, under the guise of military authority or otherwise, _ 
shall wrongfully do violence to the person or’property of any citizen, 


provided they shall not be in the custody of the civil authorities. 


IV. Any person or combination of persons who shall be found in the 
act of burning, destroying, or plundering private property, or in the act 
of committing any violence or outrage upon the person of any citizen or 


; soldier, and who shall refuse to desist when commanded so todo by any 


\ 
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authorized military or civil officer, or who shall defy or resist arrest by 


such officer, shall be regarded as outlawed, and shot down upon the 


spot. 
Wy. It shall be the duty of every officer who shall make any arrest 
under and by virtue of the provisions of this order to report, without 
delay, to the nearest local provost-marshal, or to the district provost- 
~~ marshal, the names of the person or persons so arrested, together with 
the charges and a brief statement of the evidence upon which such 
' arrest was made. ; 

VI. Any officer who shall neglect, fail, or refuse to execute promptly 
and effectively any duty imposed upon him by the within orders shall 


be court-martialed for disobedience of orders and neglect of duty. The — 


intention of this order is not to supersede or in any way conflict with 
civil authority in the district, but is designed in aid thereof, and all 
civil officers are invoked to the prompt and unfaltering discharge of 


their respective trusts as the surest means of preserving peace and 


order and maintaining the supremacy of the laws. 
By command of Brigadier-General Guitar : : 
L. T. HAYMAN, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SAInT LOUIS, July 13, 1863. , 
_ His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
' President of the United States : 


The arrest of William McKee, by General Schofield, is unkind, unjust, 
against the spirit of your own instructions, and an insult to the sup- 
porters of the Union and the Government. Please await details by mail. 

H. T. BLOW. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 13, 1863. 


General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
I regret to learn of the arrest of the “‘Democrat” editor. I fear this 


loses you the middle position I desired you to occupy. I have not - 


learned which of the two letters I wrote you it was that the Democrat 
published, but I care very little for the publication of any letter I have 
written. Please spare me the trouble this is likely to bring. 

A. LINCOLN. 


—_——— — 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 13, 1863. 
Hon. H. T. BLow, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


I saw your dispatch to the Secretary of War. The publication of a 
letter without the leave of the writer or the receiver I think cannot be 
justified, but in this case I do not think it of sufficient consequence to 
justify an arrest; and again,'the arrest being, through a parole, merely 
nominal, does not deserve the importance sought to be attached to it. 
Cannot this small matter be dropped on both sides without further 
‘difficulty ? 


‘Ac DINCORNA 
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Hpgrs. CAVALRY Division, Dept. oF THE MISSOURI, _ 
Bloomfield, Mo., July 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 


Information obtained by one of Glenn’s men from a captured lieuten- 
ant of Kitchen’s regiment ‘to-day. Price crossed from Jacksonport to 
Crowley’s Ridge, by a good road, 40 miles. He had no intention of hold- 


ing Helena; merely attacked for supplies. Has now on the ridge six | 
brigades of infantry, 2,000 each. Marmaduke has 7,000 cavalry. | If 


we do not advance, Price proposes to attack us here. His present ob- 
ject is to draw us across the Saint Francis, and then assail our rear. 
Two regiwents of Burbridge’s brigade are at Chalk Bluff, and 6 miles 


below. Burbridge can concentrate his brigade from Pocahontas to the 


bluff in twenty-four hours. ; 
Rebels are fully aware of the nature and strength of this command. 
We are all right. 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH DISTRIOT OF MISSOURI, . 

Saint Joseph, Mo., July 13, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. ODON GUITAR, 
Macon City, Mo.: 


re: [have received the order placing you in command of Northern — 


Missouri, but 1 have received no order to report to you. I presume, 


however, that 1 should do so; hence I write this letter. 


The condition of this district, except Livingston, Andrew, Holt, and 
Atchison Counties, I believe to be good. Colonel [John B.] Hale in- 


forms me that Livingston County will give me no more trouble. Colonel | ? 


[Bennett] Pike informs me that Holt and Atchison Counties are becom- 


ing more quiet. Andrew County is in a very bad condition. I have: 
now in that county one company of the Third Provisional Regiment, | 


* commanded by Captain [James] Stotts, and one company and 25 men 


of the Eleventh Missouri Cavairy. I have also ordered Captain [Jacob] 
Woodruff’s company to Andrew County. 
The officers and men profess great anxiety to arrest the guilty par- 
ties in Andrew County, but say they cannot discover them. The truth is, 
the people are so alarmed that they dare not inform. I am laboring to 
quiet this alarm, and hope and expect in a short time to be successful. 
Very respectfully, 
WILLARD P. HALL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
In the Field, Fort Blunt, July 13, 1863. 
[Maj. H. Z. CURTIS?]: . 

DEAR Magor: We arrived here early on the morning of the 11th, 
and took them all by surprise. The Arkansas River is high, but fall- 
ing. Iam constructing three large flat-boats (ferries), and shall have 
them ready to commence crossing on Wednesday night, the 15th. The 
enemy has retired from his position on the river, their tents, which 


--were visible from here, having disappeared in the last few days. They 
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x are supposed to be in force about 14 miles south of the river. Their — 


ue outposts, which are very strong, are on the bank of the river, where 
they have all the crossings guarded and defended by rifle-pits. I ex-— 


a3 pect to find out their location to-day, and shall move on them as soon — 


as the boats are completed. If they attempt to make much opposition 
at the river, I think I can force my way over under cover of my 
artillery. _ ae 
* * * x * * oe: ‘ 
Three men have just arrived in my camp from Fort Smith—Union 
men who have left their families and fled to escape the persecution of 
the rebels. They (the rebels) hung 11 men in the vicinity of Fort Smith, 


because they suspected them of being loyal. These men report thatthe 


mountains are full of Union refugees, waiting for us to get to them that — 
they may join us. I have now learned where the game is, and ache to 
_ get across the river. I shall make them pay dearly for their barbarity. 


Yours, truly, JAS. G. BLUNT 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO, 
‘ Denver, Colo., July 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, : 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


‘GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith copies of orders and 
instructions from these headquarters relating to the Indian expedition 
sent from here in aid of General Connor; also the order for the return 
of said troops. I also forward copy of the orders directing Major Wyn- 
koop, commanding the expedition, to proceed against the Indians, and 
of his instructions, and of copies of letters which prompted the issue of 
said orders. I hope my action in this matter may meet your approval. 

Iam, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
J. M. CHIVINGTON, 
Colonel, Commanding District of Colorado. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


. HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO, 
Denver, Colo., June 30, 1863. 
Maj. E. W. WyNkKoopP, 
Comdg. Indian Lapedition on Overland Mail Route, Colorado: 

Sie: In addition to the orders you have heretofore received, the colo- 
nel commanding directs me to say that he desires you to prohibit all 
persons whomsoever from accompanying your command except your 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, who have been regu- 
larly detached as your command, the servants of officers, persons regu- 
larly employed in the quartermaster’s and commissary departments, your 
guide, and such officers of other corps and personal friends as you may 
desire to accompany you; and it is particularly enjoined that no camp 
followers, except the regular sutler, be allowed to traffic with teamsters 
or soldiers, and no wagon-master, in the employ of the quartermaster’s 


or commissary departments, will be allowed to trade with ranches, In- - 
dians, or soldiers, nor will wagon-masters or others, in such employ, be — 


allowed to take and keep with your command any animals of any kind 
whatever, And you will cause all persons accompanying your com- 


y 


\ 
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- mand, and in the employ of the quartermaster’s and commissary depart- 


ments, and your guides to take and subscribe to the accompanying oath 
of allegiance to the Government of the United States (marked A),* and 
you will promptly discharge all who hesitate in the least about taking 
said oath, taking their names and description, noting the fact that they 
would not willingly and cheerfully take the oath, and they will not 


’ hereafter be employed in any of the departments of this district. 


coe 


re 
+ 


You will proceed to Camp Collins, where you will be joined by Com- 
panies B and M, First Colorado Cavalry, and your command will be 
joined by Company I, First Colorado Cavalry, as soon as it can be fitted 
out for the field. With your command thus constituted, you will pro- 
ceed west, on the Overland Stage Route, as far as Fort Bridger, and chas- 
tise any Indians who may have committed depredations on either the 


_ ranches or emigrants. You will not report your command for duty to 


General Connor, but will co-operate with him in any way that may be 
for the good of the service and the safety of settlers and travelers on 
the overland line, and especially for the security of the mail line to and 
from the Pacific States. You will report all to these headquarters. 
The other interests of the district permitting, the colonel will join 
“your command in about ten days, and in the mean time (and whether 
the colonel joins your command or not) he has full confidence that you 
will manage the expedition for the best interests of the service and the 
reputation, honor, and glory of the First Colorado Cavalry. re 
You will make a small detail in charge of a trusty non-commissioned 
officer, and leave them in charge of the Government property at Camp 
Collins. 
With sentiments of the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
8S. 8S. SOULE, 
First Lieut. First Colorado Cavalry, and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


P. S.—The administering the oath had better be delayed until you 


' reach Camp Collins, for the reason that your train is now so scattered. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 

LATHAM, July 10, 1863, 

Col. J. M. CHIVINGTON: : 
DEAR Sie: Inclosed find a letter from J. H. Jones to me. Please 


give it your attention. 
. DAVID JOHNS, 
Division Agent Overland Stage Line. 


P. S.—Mr. Jones is our agent at Fort Halleck, and also sutler for the 
United States. 


[Sub-Inclosure. J 


Fort HALLECK, July 7, 1863. 
D. Jouns, Esq., Division Agent : 
DEAR Sire: I regret to inform you that night before last the Indians 
‘stole all the horses at Cooper Creek, but did not take any mules. I 
notify you of this for fear that Mr. Taylor, the station keeper, may not’ 


doit. I suggest that you bring several bell horses with you, as you 


know how difficult it is to keep the mules without a bell horse. 
Day before yesterday afternoon the Indians visited Medicine Bow 
Station, and took all the provisions that they had at the station, and 


————— 
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then stripped Hazard and Nicholls of their shirts atid cravats, &e., and 


pursuit of the Indians, who overtook them 18 miles from here, wherea — 
battle is now going on. How it will terminate I cannot say ; 3 wounded 
men have been brought in; one will die. : 

We will try and keep the coaches running until you come up with the © 
stock, though the drivers and stock-tenders complain a good deal. I 
forgot to say that the Ute Indians have with them some 250 head of — 


~~ horses, stolen within 18 miles of Fort Laramie. They stole 211 from old 


man Richard (called Reshaw). 


Yours, truly, 4 


J. H. JONES, 
Agent. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 
VIRGINIA DALE, July 10, 1863. 
Mr. JOHNS: | 
Sm: The stock at Rock Creek was stolen by the Indians yesterday. 


_ They stole the mules, and shot the bell mare three times. The women 


are all coming down here to-day. 
Yours, 
_F. VAN HORN. 
Van Horn is our agent at Virginia Dale. 
DAVID JOHNS, 
Division Agent, Overland Stage Line. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO, 
Denver, Colo., July 10, 1863. . 
Maj. E. W. WYNKOOP, oe 
Comdg. Indian Expedition on Overland Stage Route, Colorado: 
Srr: Information has incidentally been received at these headquarters 
that Indians have recently been depredating on the overland line, this 


_ side of Fort Halleck, and the colonel commanding directs that Maj. 


[E. W.] Wynkoop, with the forces comprising the Indian expedition, go 
into camp at Collins, or west of there, and that a sufficient force be sent 
to chastise the guilty party. Great caution should be observed not to. 
get into trouble with any party of Indians who are peacefully disposed. 
Major Wynkoop will be careful to make timely requisition for the wants 


of the command. 


1 am, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
: S. S. SOULE, 
First Lieutenant and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


7. 
[Inclosure No. 5.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO, 
Denver, Colo., July 11, 1863. ° 


he 


Maj. EK. W. Wynkoop, 


Comdg. Indian Expedition on Overland Stage Line, Oolorado : 


_Madsor: It has incidentally come to the knowledge of the colonel com- 
manding that “ Friday” and a large number of Cheyenne and Arapaho 


‘braves are at Camp Collins, on the war-path against the Utes, or that 


they intend to follow your command for the purpose of plunder. This 
you will not allow, nor on any account whatever will they be permitted 
to go into the mountair.s while your command is in pursuit of the Utes. 
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7 [Col. J. M. CHIVINGTON :] ; 


* 


Col. J . C. KELTON, 


You had better leave one company at Camp Collins, and take the other 


_ four in pursuit of the Utes. A company will be sent to the Middle Park, 


who will look out for the Utes there, if they move in that direction. 
Iam, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
, ‘ : 8. S. SOULE, | 
First Iieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


‘Enclosure No. 6.] 
LATHAM, July 11, 1863, 


COLONEL: Mr. Johns, division agent, sends this to you, asking aid. 


Lieutenant [Hugh H.] Williams is reported here killed in the fight. 


. Our troops reported at Collins. There is a chance for a fight. 
J. S. FILLMORE, 
Paymaster United, States Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 


- Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 
__I have the honor to transmit inclosed extracts* from letter to me 
from Col. 8S, Miller, commanding forces left for defense of the frontier of 
Minnesota during the absence of General Sibley on the plains. The 
- Same statements have been made in several of the newspapers in Minne- 
sota within the last month. Ihave to request that I be furnished with 


_~ a copy of the order under which Mr. Hatch is acting, and that I also be 


= 


_ informed of the extent of authority given him. Of course, he has no 


authority for announcing that he is to command troops in the service 
_ of the United States within this department, and to make campaigns at 
his pleasure, independent of the proper military authorities of this de- 
partment, but I desire to invite the attention of the Secretary of War 
and the General-in-Chief to the reconsideration of the policy of enlisting 
Indians in the service of the Government. Without entering into the 
facts developed by experience during the last thirty years, and which 
furnish sufficient argument against employing Indians in warlike opera- 
tions against each other, I would simply inquire who is to be responsi- 
ble that the Indians thus armed and equipped by the United States do 
* not use arms and equipments against the white settlements? In re- 
spect to civilization there is absolutely no difference between the Chip- 


Milwaukee, July 13, 1863. . 


pewas, whom it is proposed to enlist, and the Sioux, now in arms against . 


the Government. It seems to me, and I would respectfully suggest it 
_ to the consideration of the Secretary of War, that the policy of arming 


- Indians and teaching them the mode of warfare pursued by the whites 


is simply training them in the best school for any future difficulties they 
- may have with us. No more dependence can be placed upon Chippe- 
was than any other Indians, and it has scarcely been six months since 
_ the people of Minnesota were in the greatest alarm and abandoned their 
homes on the frontier on account of these very Indians whom it is now 
proposed to enlist in the public service, and arm and equip at the public 
expense. What faith is to be placed in them? Is it not better, in view 
_ of all the facts, to keep these Chippewas in the same unprepared condi- 


- tion for hostilities that they have always been in, and trust to their want 
of honor to make war upon the whites rather than to their good faith? 


* Not found. 
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“The same proposition was made to me last autumn, and rejected for the 
- reasons furnished me by fifteen years’ experience among Indians. In 
these refusals I was fully sustained by Commissioner W. P. Dole and 


Superintendent Thompson, who were both present in Saint Paul, and 


--who’both expressed the strongest opinions on the subject of extermi- 


‘nating instead of employing these very Chippewa Indians. 


I trust I will be permitted to say also that, in my judgment, the bat- 
talion which Mr. Hatch is authorized to raise will be simply a source of 


Bs great and unnecessary expense to the Government. A knowledge of 


the position of affairs in Minnesota and other peculiar circumstances 
connected with the subject would, I think, satisfy the War Department 
‘of this fact. I do not doubt the campaign now in progress will leave 


\ 


Indian matters in Minnesota in such shape that few troops will here- | 


~ after.be necessary in that State. One regiment of Mounted Rangers, 


authorized by the Secretary of War last autumn, and which is now in 


service, ought and I doubt not will be sufficient, with small garrisons 
' at the principal posts, to protect the frontier for the future. 


- These remarks are respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War for 
such consideration as they merit, it being my purpose only to inform 


- him that, according to my judgment, the authority given Mr. Hatch 


had best be revoked, or at least modified so as to authorize him to enlist 
only whites, and that the organization of his battalion be so changed 


that it shall consist of only one arm of the service, so that it can readily — 


be attached hereafter to regiments in process of forming or the compa- 


‘nies of which have been consolidated. 


I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


\ ee 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
: Milwaukee, July 13, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. O.: 


CoLoNEL: I have the honor to transmit the inclosed papers,* in rela- 


tion to Indians in the western part of this State, for the information of | 


_ the War Department. 


I telegraphed the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, requesting. that 


_an Indian agent be sent here to take charge of these Indians, and ac- 


company them to their reservation on the Upper Missouri. A copy of 


_ the dispatch, with the answer to it, is inclosed.* The facts are briefly 


as follows: 
A very large number of Indians, estimated at about 1,000, have sud- 
denly appeared in Juneau,County. Among them, and in considerable 


- numbers, are found Men Indians, that is, Indians not belonging to * Dan- 


dy’s” band of Winnebagoes, which has long been in that neighborhood. 


_ The Men Indians do not speak the same dialect with “‘ Dandy’s” band; 


they are very insolent, demanding everything they want from the whites, 


and taking when the articles are not given. They are destroying the 


fields, and creating much uneasiness and apprehension. They have - 


quantities of fine shawls, counterpanes, and other articles, evidently 


the property of white people, which are supposed to be part of the 


plunder of the settlements of Minnesota last autumn. They are be- 


| lieved to be Indians from that State who have escaped during the 


* Not found. 
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_ removal of the Winnebagoes and Sioux, and who escaped in anticipa- 
tion of such removal. I offered to collect them together for shipment 
_ to the Upper Missouri, but the Indian Department declines to have any- 
’ thing: to do with them, and informs me if I collect them they will be 
on my hands,” by which, I suppose, is meant all the expenses of mov- 
ing and feeding them will be thrown on the War Department. - I am 
not willing to accept this arrangement. If these Indians are not proper 
subjects for the Indian Department, I have been mistaken as to the | 

duties of that Department. I can easily protect the settlements by send- © 
ing troops, but this will involve considerable expense, without hope of 
any termination to it, and will deprive me of three or four companies, 
- constituting the whole military force of the State. I submit the matter 

(fully set out in the inclosed papers) for the consideration of the War 
Department. . 

I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
5 . JNO. POPE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
: Saint Louis, Mo., July 14, 1863. 
His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, ; 
President of the United States, Washington, D. C.: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatch dated July 13, expressing your regret to learn of the arrest 
of the ** Democrat” editor, and your fear that this loses me the middle 
position which you desired me to occupy ; also requesting me to spare 

‘you the trouble this is likely to bring. Iam satisfied the facts in this 
ease have been misrepresented to you, for the purpose of forcing me, if 
possible, at least in your estimation, from that middle position which I 
have thus far maintained, in spite of the efforts of extreme politicians to 
drive me from it. The politics of Mr. McKee had nothing whatever to 
do with his arrest, except that his position as editor of a leading Union 


journal caused me to be much more indulgent than I would have been __ 


toward an ordinary offender. 

The facts attending the arrest of Mr. McKee are as follows: 
While I was temporarily absent from Saint Louis your letter of May 27 | 
appeared in the Democrat. I regard this letter as official and confidential. 
The publication of it, with my knowledge or consent, would have been a . 
gross breach of your confidence in me. If obtained by the connivance of | 
‘one of my subordinates, to whose keeping it had been intrusted, a like 
breach of trust had been committed. If a copy of the letter had been sent 
by you to General Curtis, and this found its way to the press without his | 

- or your authority, a serious offense had been committed by some one. In 
- either case it was my plain duty to ascertain who had been guilty of so 

‘great a breach of trust, and to punish the guilty party if within the 

limits of my command, or, if not under my control, to report the facts 

to the proper officer for his action. Accordingly, on my return to Saint 

Louis a few days after the publication of the letter, I sent a note to Mr. 

Fishback, one of the proprietors of the Democrat, requesting him to 

call at my office, which he promptly did. In answer to my inquiry from 

_ whom the letter was obtained, he said he could tell me nothing about 
it; that Mr. McKee was responsible for it. I then sent by Mr. Fish- . 
‘back a verbal request to Mr. McKee to call and explain the matter. Mr. 
_ McKee paid no attention to this request. After waiting several days, I 
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caused one of my staff bhieere a personal friend of Mr. McKee, to TOs 4 
peat the request in writing. This Mr. McKee also treated with con- 
tempt, making no reply to it whatever. After waiting several days — 
longer, Lordered Mr. McKee to be arrested and brought before thepro-. — 
vost-marshal-general, and required to give the desired information. Mr. 
' McKee stated that the letter did not come to him from my office, but he 
was unwilling to say from whom it did come, and asked ten days’ time 
in which to make his reply. This request was granted. Mr. McKee’s 
arrest was merely nominal, he simply giving his verbal parole that he 
would report at the end of ten days. It is now sought, I presume, to 
get your order suspending further proceedings or excusing Mr. McKee 


from answering my question, and thus screen the guilty party. Mr. — 


McKee declares his own innocence, saying he came by the letter hon- 
estly, but he is unwilling to inform me who the guilty party is. Itseems 
probable from all I can learn that Mr. McKee obtained the letter for _ 
publication through some friend of General Curtis, to whom, I presume, © 
you sent a copy of it, and not through the infidelity of some person 
under my command, as at first appeared. If this is true, I am very 
_ willing to stop proceedings in the matter if you will express your will- 
- ingness to overlook the offense committed in the publication of the ~ 
letter, or in giving it to the press for publication, and to pardon m6 
offender without knowing who he may be. 
Iam, Mr. President, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Lovis, Mo., July 14, 1863. 
General HALLECK: 


Price is moving up Crowley’s Ridge, to attack General Davidson at 
Bloomfield. Price has from 6,000 to 12,000 infantry and 5,000 to 6,000 


cavalry. Davidson has only 5,000 cavalry. I cannot re-enforce him 


without leaving the depots unguarded. Cannot troops be sent up White 
River immediately ? 


J. M. SCHOFTELD. » 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, — 
July 14, 1863. 
General GRANT, Vicksburg: 

Price is in Northeastern Arkansas, with about 15,000 men ,moving into 
Missouri. I have not force enough to drive him. out, having sent nearly 
all to Vicksburg. Cannot you send a force up ‘White River or the Ar- © 
kansas immediately ? You can capture all of Price’s infantry and artil- — 
lery.* 
fay J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., July 14, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAvipson, Bloomfield : 


Your dispatch of yesterday is received. I apprehend that Price, B 
while threatening you with his infantry, may send his cavalry ue Of % 


*See Grant to Schofield, July 21, p. 385. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD: 
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- you to make a raid into Missouri. Look out for him, and Regntnie WOUL s, 3 
movements accordingly. Iwill secure a diversion in your favor as soon 
as possible. 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


- RoLwA, Mo., July 14, 1863. 


My woman scout has reported. Freeman is on the North Fork of 
White River, 35 miles from West Plains, with about 500'men and 
two independent companies and five pieces of artillery, and was pre- 


paring to move on Houston immediately. Shall re-enforce it with three 
- pieces of Backof’s battery and three companies of the Fourth [fifth] 


_ Missouri and the company at Licking. 


THOS. A. DAVIES, 
Brigadier- General. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M., SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department, &c.: 


GENERAL: [have garrisoned the fort with one company of the Twenty- 


fifth Missouri. This company has been drilled at siege guns. The 
superior and inferior slopes are dressed and the whole work is nearly 
repaired. Some work upon the platform and a good deal upon the 
magazine remains to be done. ._I drew lumber at Cairo for the revet- 
ment of the lunettes, and they will soon be finished. I have no guns 


to place in them, however. ; 
___ [have changed our lines a little, and shall construct one battery more 


than the engineers had provided for, and destroy a line of rifle-pits 
made by the rebels, and which the engineers had included in our plan of 
defense. 

Since the Twenty-fourth Missouri and One hundred and first Illinois 


left me I have heard nothing of them. The cavalry which I sent to re-’ 
- connoiter the country west of the swamp will probably be in to- morrow 


or next day. 
The people in this vicinity need the application of Orders, No. 30, and 


_I would be glad to have the machinery to enforce it. 


We have an immense amount of forage here, something over 5,000 


sacks of oats and 800 bales of hay; if any more be sent, tarpaulins to" 


protect it should accompany it. 


I hear nothing from General Davidson or his forces, excepting arumor _ 


of a large body of cavalry marching toward me from Bloomfield. 

The captain of the gunboat New Era called upon me yesterday, in- 
forming me of guerrilla bands being ready for operations between Co- 
lumbus and Island No. 10, and between Point Pleasant and Fort Pillow. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHESTER HARDING, JR, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., July 15, 1863—8 a. m. 


J O. BROADHEAD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


any by its not having been made with that purpose. 


The effect on political position of McKee’s arrest will not be relieved 


A. LINCOLN. 


New MaAprin, Mo., July 14, 1863. 


General PRENTISS, Helena: 


y 
cote 'y 
by 
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Wasninaroy, Jal iy 15, 18631. 30 a. m. 


It is reported that Price is moving north. All available fokees should — 
immediately move on his rear so as to cut off his retreat. The forces in 
Missouri will prevent his penetrating far into that State, and, if he is 


cut off in rear, his forces must disperse or surrender. ‘Apply to the 
‘naval commander for co-operation with gunboats on White River. No 


time should be lost. 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 15, 1863—10 a, m 
Major- General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


_ General Prentiss has been ordered to move on Price’srear. If prop- 
erly resisted in Missouri by General Davidson, he must either disperse 


H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


or surrender. 


Saint Louis, Mo., 
July 15, 1863—10.30 p. m. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

General Davidson will move forward immediately, and assist the 
forces from Helena. Please inform me if Hastern Arkansas is to be 
restored to this department. With your approval, I wish to go there 
myself soon. 

J. M. SCHOFTELD, 
Major-General. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., 
July 15, 1863—8. 30 a. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 

I rode over here last night, as my line is not working yet, to talk with 
you. I sent Captain [Byron O.] Carr up for more transportation. Our 
roads were horrible. It is impossible to get to New Madrid until the 
water in the swamps subsides, and then it will take great labor to repair 
the roads. Harding is safe from the enemy at New Madrid with a platoon. 
I think the Twenty-fourth Missouri ought to be sent to the Cape. I am 
working the road to Poplar Bluff, and have troops at Saint Francis- 
ville;also troops at Saint Luke, and repairing the road to Chalk Bluff. 


_ Tam throwing up works at Bloomfield for a permanent garrison. The 
‘Cairo and Fulton Railroad ought to be repaired by the Government. . 
‘I have written you fully on this and other subjects by Captain Carr. | 


Glenn thinks his scouts are all captured. I telegraphed you the last 
information I had from a prisoner. Price, I believe, is on the Ridge. 

If you. will give me some infantry [ will be glad to go down either on the 
Ridge or to Batesville. I leave here at 13 m. to-day. Carr will carry 

you full information. . Bi 
J. W. DAVIDSON, | 

Brigadier- General. 
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Saint Lovis, Mo., July 15,1863. 
Brigadier-General DAvipson, Cape Girardeau: be Lacuna, . 
Your dispatch is received. It is not worth the labor to repair the 
road to New Madrid. Your communication with Cape Girardeau will 
be sufficient, and I hope not to have to use that very long. I cannot 
send you infantry enough to enable you to advance against Price. If 


he is in force east of White River, the troops to operate against him — . 


must come from Vicksburg, and will move up White or Arkansas River. 


The most you can do at present is to be ready to move in concert with 


them. I hope to hear of their starting soon. Iam informed large stores 
of forage, &c., have been shipped to New Madrid for your command; 
probably they had better be sent up to the Cape. Asboth, at Colum- 


bus, asks for help, and Harding will have to furnish it, so the Twenty- 


fourth Missouri cannot be sent up for the present. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. | 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., July 15, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


My train came here for supplies. It is now loading with all haste, : 
after receiving your telegram. The division will leave Bloomfield on 
the 17th, and I will make good time. 

J. W. DAVIDSON, 


Brigadier-General. . 
Sart Louris, Mo., July 15, 1863. 


Brigadier-General McNEIL, Springfield : 
Port Hudson has surrendered. Our troops move into Eastern Ar- 


' kansas immediately. Your available cavalry may move as far and as 


rapidly as your information of the enemy’s strength in Northwestern . 

[Arkansas] will justify. It is probably not best to cross the Boston 

Mountains at present. Direct your attention particularly to the pro- 

tection of General Blunt’s flank and line of communication between 

Fort Scott and Fort Gibson. Please Keep me fully advised. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


LEXINGTON, Mo., July 15, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Ewine [?]: 
DEAR GENERAL: I left Kansas City yesterday morning on the Og- 


-den. Arrived here at'5 o’clock the same day, and the first news I 


learned was the murder of 4 Union men and 1 girl, and 9 wounded, 
by the bushwhackers, numbering 40. This sad affair took place in 


Freedom Township, in the German settlement, some 15 miles from 


this city. After they executed their hellish purposes, they went, in 
the direction of the Mound, about 9 miles from town, and dispersed 
in small bands of from 5 to 10, some going toward the Sni, and in 
various directions. This band is headed by one W. T. Anderson, who 
formerly lived in this place. They captured 1 of the militiamen, and | 
paroled him to renort to Colonel McFerran, and to no other, to be 


exchanged for one notorious William Ogden, said to be at this time a 
prisoner in Kansas. Failing to comply, his life is to be the forfeit. 
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Colonel Childs was taken by them and led to the brush, there to be — 
hanged. Through the intercession of former friends, his life was spared, _ 
on conditions. Those conditions the colonel was not at liberty to con- - 
fide to your correspondent. The noted bushwhacker Dave Pool had | — 
Colonel Childs prisoner. This Pool has declared that he intended kill- 
ing 50 Union men, in retaliation for the killing of Colonel Parker, Sc. 
On my way up to your city, we passed about 15 or 20 bushwhackers, on 
a point of timber land, a few miles above Sibley (bottom land), about | 
Ta.m. They appeared to be preparing their breakfast.. The boat was 
not within range. Had she been, no doubt we would have received a 
volley from their fire-arms. We saw none coming down. The friends — 


: _ are pleased to learn that you will soon be down. 


Truly, your friend, . 
SAM. BREITENBAUGH. 


GENERAL eaeeee Hpgrs. Dist. OF SOUTHWESTERN Mo., 
No. 15. Springfield, Mo., July 15, 1863. 


_ IL. Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 177, from Headquarters Depart- 
ment of the Missouri, the undersigned hereby assumes command of this 
military district, as now extended “to include the western tier of coun- 
ties of Missouri south of the present northern limit of this district.” 

II. As military commandant of this district, I shall require of every 
. officer and soldier a strict maintenance of discipline and military order, 

as prescribed by Army Regulations, and implicit obedience to all orders 
now in force or hereafter to be promulgated. 

III. Protection will be given to each and every loyal citizen of the dis- 
trict, to the full extent of the means at my command. To that unfor- 
tunate class of citizens who, at the outbreak of this wicked rebellion, 
faltered in their duty to. their country and its Government, but who 
now, finding that the Government is not only able to protect the loyal 

_but also has ample power to coerce and punish the disloyal and delin- 
quent, are content to renew their obligations of loyalty, and to live in 
peace with their old neighbors, giving a positive, active, and sympa- 
thetic support to the Government of the United States, the same pro- 
tection will be extended as though they had never erred. : 

1V. While desiring to act with all proper leniency toward those who, 
convinced of the great wrong and error of their conduct, shall volun- 
tarily surrender themselves and their arms, I shall pursue, with untiring 
vigilance, all guerrilla bands, marauders, and bushwhackers, and when 
taken they will be summarily dealt with. All recruiting officers or any 
other class of persons claiming connection with the army of the so- 

‘called Southern Confederacy, when arrested within the limits of this 

military district, will be considered and treated as spies of the enemy, 
it-being the determination of the district commander, in accordance 
with instructions from department headquarters, to take steps to insure | 
the supremacy of the civil law. When the courts can be held in every - 
county of the district, when every process of law can be executed, 
when men can follow the ordinary vocations of industry in peace, and, 
consequently, business shall have resumed its wonted course, you will 
have no longer any need of military protection. I earnestly invoke 
the aid of every citizen in producing this condition of affairs, desiring _ 
no higher honor than that of restoring peace to this district. | | ~ 

V. Capt. C. G. Laurant is announced as the assistant adjutant-general 
of this district, and he will be obeyed and respected accordingly. All 
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reports and official communications respecting district business will 
be addressed to him at these headquarters. 


s 


VI. All orders issued by the late commander of this district will re-. 


main in force until further orders. 
Pe ey JOHN McNKEIL, 
Brigadier-General, Comdg. Dist: of Southwestern Missouri. 


Hpqgres. SIxTH Division, SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, ~ 
Columbus, Ky., July 16, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Please send a regiment to Paducah and a regiment and light battery | 


to Cairo, if it is possible to do so. Reports from all parts agree that 
Pillow is advancing in force to co-operate with Morgan, and interfere 
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with the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi. Please telegraph what 


you can do. 
ASBOTH, 
* Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Scott, July 16, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. MARSH, 
A. A. G., Department Headquarters, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
COLONEL: Pursuant to General Bluni’s instructions, a supply train 
of about 200 wagons leaves Saturday for Fort Gibson, escorted by four 
companies and two mountain howitzers, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and 
a battalion (200 men) of the Thirteenth Kansas Infantry. A return 
train of 200 wagons arrived yesterday, escorted by five companies of 
the Sixth Kansas Cavalry and one company of the Fourteenth Kansas 
Cavalry. I have issued the requisite orders to have this train refitted 
and prepared to. move back on the 28th instant with the same escort, to 
which will be added the remaining battalion of the Thirteenth Kansas 
Infantry, and, if thought necessary, the remaining section or one gun 
of the Second Kansas Battery. ; 
The bushwhackers made a raid last night to within 5 miles of this - 


post, committing private depredations to a considerable extent. There — 


appears to be a general rendezvous for these forces near the junction | 
of the Marmiton with the Osage, North Vernon County, Missouri; and, in 
general, the western tier of counties in Missouri seems their regular run- 
way. I shall endeavor to have a small force of troops sent up to the 
locality indicated, to remain for a short time. _ . 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. Z. CURTIS, 
‘Mayor and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. O., July 17, 1863.. 


Maj. Gen. Joun M. ScHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis, Mo. : 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 10th, inclosing one of the 8th to General 


Grant, is received. si ; : : 
Your views in regard to operations in Arkansas agree mainly with 


those which I have expressed to General Grant, and I hope he has been 
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able to commence carrying them out by this time. Helena-has been in- 
' dicated asthe starting point. I shall probably hear from him in a few 
days. — . . 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
‘ General-in- Chief. 


: COLUMBUS, Mo., July 17, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, 
Comdg. District Southeastern Missouri, through Dept. Hdqrs. : 

GENERAL: I started for Island No. 10 yesterday on a gunboat, ex- 
pecting to return last night. While at the island, news came of a guer- 
rilla raid into Hickman. I started for that point. The guerrillas had 

‘scattered. We heard all sorts of rumors as to their strength. The party 
which entered Hickman did not number over 75, but the inhabitants 
spoke of a larger body in the vicinity, estimated at from 400 to 1,200. ~ 

. I concluded then to run up to Columbus, to inform General Asboth 

of the situation. I reached this place at midnight, and shall start back 
a8 soon as this communication is finished. 

General Asboth had sent the Twenty-fourth Missouri and One hun- 
dred and first IDinois to Clinton, a point 14 miles distant, on the railroad. 
He considers himself to be very weak, and wishes to use these men 
longer. Ihave informed him that you have instructed me not to send my 

troops to any great distance, as they may be called for at any moment. 

On my arrival at New Madrid, I shall expect to find a strong cavalry | 

party which I sent to Gayoso, to proceed along the roads west of the 
swamp to gather information, &c. I received one report. The captain 

- in command had to proceed as far down as Hornellsville to cross the 
‘swamp at all, and found it a most terrible job even there. He reports 
it practically impassable for a large force. He passed through Kennett 

and was at Clarkston on the 14th, making his way northward. <A few 


scattering rebel pickets and scouts were all of their troops he had seen. ~ | 


He had made some prisoners, and had killed 1 man. I will send further 
report on my arrival. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHESTER HARDING, JR., 
Colonel, Commanding Post at New Madrid. 


WASHINGTON, July 17, 1863—12.25 p. m. 
Major-General PoPEr, 
- Department of the Northwest : 


It is reported here by Senator Wilkinson and others of high standing 
that General Sibley’s command is altogether too large for the object 
in view; that one-third of the number would be much more efficient 
against the Indians, and could be subsisted with much less difficulty. 
Would it not be better to recall a portion of his forces, now that there is 
no probability of its meeting any large body of Indians? ° 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


[JULY 17, 1863.—For Scliofield to Secretary of War, in reference to 
emancipation in Missouri, see Series III] 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., July 18, 1863—1 a. m. 


¢ 


Commanding Department of the Tennessee: . | 
GENERAL: Inclosed I send you a dispatch* just received. You are 


_ aware that we have not the requisite force here to move as directed, 


not having at this time over 3,500 effective men. From the best infor- 
mation we can get, Holmes’ force amounts to about 12,000 effective 
men, and I should not consider it safe to move against him’ with less 
than 6,000 or 7,000. If you could spare 9,000 or 10,000, it would, I 
think, insure success. If a force should be sent up White River with 
gunboats, I could take 2,000 men from this place and from the river 
forces at Des Are or Cotton Plant. In retreating from this place, the 


enemy moved up on the east side of White River to Des Arc, where 


Parsons’ brigade crossed over. The balance were seen 6 miles above 
Augusta, en route for Jacksonport. I think they will remain in the 
vicinity of Jacksonport for the present, unless forced out by Davidson. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
; L. F. ROSS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


U. 8. MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, FLAG-SHIP BLACK HAwK, 
Off Vicksburg, July 18, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. B. M. PRENTISS, United States Forces: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 


ter giving an account of an attack of the rebels on you at Helena, and 


congratulate you on the success you obtained with so small a force over | 


such vastly superior numbers. I am happy that the Tyler rendered 
such good service. Had my orders been carried out, you would have 
had a good force of gunboats at Helena, as I felt sure, from what I 


heard, that Price was moving in that direction. I do not think you will 


be troubled with him again shortly. I sent a force to the head of Ten- 
sas River, cut off four of his transports, and captured a good deal of 


gether, and begin to move toward Shreveport. Still, I think it prudent 
to keep the gunboats at Helena for awhile, and have in charge an offi- 
cer (Captain Phelps) who will always be on hand. 
Hoping that Army and Navy may always co-operate together so suc- 
cessfully, I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
: Milwaukee, July 18, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECE, / 
General-in-Chief, Washington : 
GENERAL: I have the honor, in answer to your telegram of yester- 


_ day, to submit the following statement : 


- The whole force with which General Sibley marched from his camp 
above Fort Ridgely was 2,800 men. ‘The regiments were all new and 


*See Schofield to commanding officer Helena, Ark., Part I, p. 20. 
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little accustomed: to the hardships.of a march. From all experience, 
therefore, by the time he reached Abercrombie his effective force would 
be reduced to 2,300 men at most. I have no information which leads 
me in any way to the belief that General Sibley will encounter any 


less force of Indians than was supposed from the beginning. On the | 


contrary, last advices (and they are certainly as late, and quite as 
reliable, to say the least, as anybody else can have) represent the In- 
dians as still concentrated near Devil’s Lake. This expedition was 
organized throughout by General Sibley. He has passed his whole life 
in Minnesota, and knows Indian character well. He conducted the suc- 


_. eessful campaign of Jast autumn against the Sioux, in the midst of the 


same carping and fault-finding. He has had time, and it has been his 
business (to which, I know, he has devoted all his time and energy for 
months past) to inform himself thoroughly of the intentions and force 
of the Indians, and of the necessary means and modes of conducting a 
successful campaign against them. I have received letters from him 
several times since he commenced his march. I have seen no reason 
* from them or from anything else within my knowledge to occasion any 
suspicions that he has been mistaken in his preparations, or anticipate 
-any interruption to the course he has marked out. Surely, under these 
circumstances, it may be fairly presumed that General Sibley under- 
stands his business. as well at least as anybody else does. I do not 
consider it judicious to send him any orders on the subject. I am very 
sure that if circumstances occur which will enable him to dispense with 
any part of his force, he will do so without requiring orders. I shall 
. send him a copy of your dispatch and of this letter, so that he may be 
fully advised on the subject. The reports in the papers concerning his 
expedition are, no doubt, as untrue as newspaper reports usually are. I 
have received nothing from him which in the remotest degree justifies 
such stories. - 
Iam, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpaqrs. 1st Bric., 1st Cav. Div., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
Chalk Bluff, Ark., Sunday, July 19, 1863. 


_ Lieut. JosErH T. TATUM, 


Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 1st Oav. Div., Dept. of the Missouri : 


Sir: For the information of the general, I have the honor to report . 


that to-day I laid the pontoon bridge, having first pushed across the 
river by Swimming above a reconnaissance of 50 men, who found nothing 
but some citizens and one man only watching the crossing. This latter 
got away before they could capture him. Merrill’s Horse, the two bat- 
teries of artillery, and the infantry are on the other side. The Seventh 
and Highth will move across early in the morning. I find on the other 
side, where I am now encamped, a very strong natural position, of which 
Isend arough sketch.* We have captured 2 prisoners of the enemy, one 
who says he is a deserter and willing to enlist, probably a spy; the other 
is one of Kitchen’s men, who was out hunting his horse; also a field- 
forge and its appurtenances complete, which was left concealed in the 


woods by Marmaduke, probably. From the most reliable information, — 


Kitchen is about 12 miles southeast of Gainesville, with some 500 or 600 


men; one company armed with Enfield rifles, the rest (who are armed) - 


with shot-guns and squirrel rifles. About one-third of the whole are not 


*Not found. 
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_ Glenn’s scouts captured the man from Bloomfield, who was in Kitchen’s’ 
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strength. The First Missouri moves at daylight to-morrow to Gaines- 
ville, and, as that is some 34 miles from here, I would suggest the pro- 
priety of my moving forward the next day, so as to get within sup- 
porting distance of them. From all I can learn of the movements and 


position of the enemy, I would suggest to the general that the intended - 


reconnaissance to Pocahontas will scarcely be necessary, as it does not 
seem probable that there are any forces at or in that vicinity. One of 


camp, and recognized the two men sent down to join Kitchen. I sent 
him back by the same party who takes this, to be taken back to Bloom- 
field, unless the general should otherwise order. 
I haye the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS MERRILL, 
Col., Comdg. 1st Brig., 1st Cav. Div., Dept. of the Missouri. 


_ SPECIAL ORDERS, ' HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 


No. 195. Saint Lowis, Mo., July 19, 1863. 
ats * * * * * * 
Vill. That portion of the present District of Nebraska which lies west 
of the 104th meridian of longitude, being that part of the Territory of 


_ Idaho which formerly belonged to the Territory of Nebraska, is hereby 


transferred to the District of Colorado. i . 
Commanding officers in that portion of territory above described. will 
accordingly report to Colonel Chivington, commanding District of Col- 


3 orado, headquarters at Denver City. 


By command of Major-General Schofield: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, . 
Washington, July 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun M. SCHOFIELD: 
My DzAr GENERAL: I have received and read your letter.of the 


14th of July. ' “sf 
I think the suggestion you make, of discontinuing proceedings 


against Mr. McKee, a very proper one. While I admit that there is an 


apparent impropriety in the publication of the letter mentioned, with- 
out my consent or yours, it is still a case where no evil could result, and 
which I am entirely willing to overlook. 


eee A. LINCOLN. 
> OUN., 


No. 1. Pilot Knob, Juiy 20, 1863. 


'. GENERAL ORDERS, \ Hpgrs. Dist. SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 


In obedience to orders from Major-General Schofield, the under- 
signed assumes command of the District of Southeastern *Missouri. 


Capt. George A. Holloway, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieut. Jacob 


S. Baker, aide-de-camp, are announced as staff officers. 
. CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier. General. 


. armed. - The man we saw yesterday was a scout from his camp, who ~ ; 
_ went back this morning. Price is at Jacksonport; no rumors of his 
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. _ Wasmineron, D D. 0. , July 20, 1863. 
Major-General Pope, Milweaukee: — 


GENERAL: Your letter of July 13, in Seaes to Mr. Hatch, fas been 
_ referred to the Secretary of War. I have no information in regard to 
authority given to that gentleman, as no such authority has been com- 
‘municated tome. I agree with you that such matters should be com- 
municated through, or at least to, the proper military authorities. 
Your request of the 16th to send into Iowa and Wisconsin four regi- 
ments of infantry and batteries from the armies in the field cannot be 
complied with. The troops in your department cannot be increased 
except under the most’ pressing necessity. The number of troops oper- . 
ating against the Indians in your and other departments is now double 
that of our entire army before the present war. I must repeat the opin- 
ion before given, that so large a force is not indispensable, and that, if 
-you find it necessary to employ force in Iowa and Wisconsin, such foree 
must come from your own command. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ay H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


“VICKSBURG, MIss., July 21, 1863. 
; ~(Beceived July ce ) 
Major-General HALLECK: 

I am sending one division from here to Helena to move after Genusal 
Price. These are all the troops I have, not worn out with fatigue. 
Troops from Jackson not yet returned. I will send other troops to 
Helena to release that entire garrison to go after Price. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
. . Vicksburg, Miss., July 21, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, . 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps: 

GENERAL: Sherman has driven Johnston from Jackson. The latter 
is now retreating eastward, with his whole army, much demoralized and 
deserting in ereat numbers, and no doubt many falling by the wayside 
from heat, dust, and drought. 

My army, from long marches, battles, and the extraordinary length 
Se the siege, is much broken, and must have rest. Two divisions of ‘the 
Sixteenth Corps are now at a ackson; the remaining one (Kimball’s) is 
here, and is, in fact, the only troops { have fit to make amove. These 
[have ordered to be i in readiness to go to Helena as soon as transporta- 
tion can be provided. This, I think, will be within two days.. John- 
ston’s army is so broken that no dan ger need be apprehended from 
them for the next thirty days or more. 

I shall, as soon as possible, send some odd regiments to you. They 
are weak, ineffective men, but will, no doubt, recuperate rapidly by the 
change. “am sending artillery from here to complete the armament 
at Helena, and can send as much as you want for Memphis. Captain 
Comstock, chief engineer, has now gone up to see just what is required 
for both places. I cannot believe that any portion of your command is 
in any danger from anything more than a cavalry raid, but your oppor- « __ 
tunities are so much better for erat than mine that I leave it to you: at 
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entirely to make the necessary disposition of the forces at your com- | 


mand. If any more troops are required to operate against Price, I will 
have to.send Herron, who is now returning from an exhausting march 
from Yazoo City to Canton and return. The forces going from here 
will be provided with field transportation and artillery. Itis probable, 
if any move is made against Price, Ord will go in command, but of this 
I am not yet certain. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
ar Ts U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


VICKSBURG, MIss., July 21, 1863, 


_ General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


son, so as to relieve all the forces now at Helena.* 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Washington : 


I will send one division to Helena to go after Price. I have no more 


troops here not worn out. I will.send other troops to form the garri- 


U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., July 21, 1863. 


GENERAL: The inclosed copy of a Saint Paul newspaper? contains a 
very full account of Sibley’s expedition up to July 5. You will readily 
see how utterly mistaken are those who put in circulation the accounts 
in the papers, which are, doubtless, repeated to you. I will endeavor to 
keep you advised of everything of importance in this department, and 
I think my opportunities for knowing the condition of affairs in this 
department are as good, if not better, than those of any one not con- 
nected with the military service. Representations and. applications 
similar to those made in regard to the present expedition were made to 


me last autumn, and I was urged, with many authentic statements of . 


facts, to remove Sibley from the command of the expedition last Sep- 
tember, only a few weeks before he brought it to a most successful ter- 
mination. As I declined to accede to such applications, it is likely they 
have been transferred to you, but I think you will save yourself much 
trouble and annoyance by referring them again to me. I have every 


hope that the combined movements of Sully and Sibley will put a deci-, 
’ sive end to Indian hostilities in the Northwest. Of course small par- 


ties of hostile Indians will endeavor to harass the border settlements, 
in the hope to arrest Sibley’s march. This was to be expected, and a 
large force and every precaution has been devoted to preventing any 


- considerable trouble. There are not troops enough in our whole armies 


to satisfy the people of Minnesota, and place a regiment or company 
in the front door of every settler’s house in the country. A few Indians, 
never more than three or four together, have been lurking about on the 
frontier, far in the rear of Sibley, but they ought easily to be dealt with 
by the people alone, without the aid of soldiers. Nevertheless, a very 
large force of troops is posted along the entire frontier settlements, and 
is constantly patroling, the line of frontier. This horse-stealing, and 
occasional outrage by one or twe Indians at a time, who steal into the 
settlements, all the troops in the world could not prevent. Livery pre- 


*See also Inclosure No. 4 to Schofield’s general report, Part I, p. 20. tNot found, 
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caution Has been taken to ee ie fadian vampaigtl successful, andI 
believe it will be so if mistaken interferences of over- -anxious citizens “a 
of the frontier are not suffered to embarrass the military operations. 
“TE am, general, very respecuially, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
ieee \ ‘HEADQUARTERS ee pene. OF THE Norruwest, 
ce Milwaukee, July 21, 1863. 
Col. ah ©. KELTON, 
i Assistant Adjutant- General, Washington, D. C.; 
COLONEL: I have the honor to report that I am just i in receipt of let- 
ters from General Sibley, dated on the 4th instant, from the Cheyenne 
_ River, up which stream he is marching to Devil’s Lake. He has had 
some trouble, but not much, having marched 160 miles in thirteen days. 
He is advancing on Devil’s Lake as rapidly as possible by the valley of 
the Cheyenne. ~The Indians, he reports, are said to be concentrating on 
the river above him for the purpose of giving him battle. General Sully 
is by this time marching east from the Missouri for Devil’s Lake, and 
will soon be in the immediate vicinity of Sibley. Hither column alone 
is abundantly able to deal with the.combined force of Indians. 
I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major- General. 


es St 


es WASHINGTON, D. C., July 22, 1863—10.45:a. m. a 
Pet Major- General SCHOFIELD, a 
es Saint Louis, Mo. : 

The following dispatch has been placed in my hands. Please look to 


the subject of it. 
LEXINGTON, Mo., July 21, 1863. 
Hon. 8. C. POMEROY: 


‘Under Orders, No. 63, the sheriff is arresting slaves of rebels inside our lines, and 
returning them in great numbers. Can he doit? Answer. 
GOULD. 


BA A. LINCOLN. 


ee, \ 


Saint Lovis, July 22, 1863. | 

His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States : 
Your dispatch, relative to arrest of slaves of rebels, is received. I | 
will attend to the matter immediately. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


EE fe ee ER 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT | OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army ‘Corps : 


GENERAL: I am sending Kimball’s division to Helena, and shall send 
to you some five or six regiments, now weakened by sickness. These 
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“latter will be able to do garrison duty in Tennessee, and release other 


_ troops that are fully rested to join the expedition after ‘Price. Unless 


Ord chooses to go on this expedition himself in person, I think I shall 


add the District of Northeastern Arkansas to your corps and leave it. 


optional with you who shall command. I will send you an officer to 


- command the District of Columbus, but cannot say just yet who it will 


be. I would send General Smith (W.8.), but his health is so broken 
that be must go North. How would Hovey or Morgan L. Smith do? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, a 
; U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, | 

Helena, Ark., July 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, t 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: Yours of the 15th instant received. The dispatch from . — 


Major-General Halleck, of the 15th, directing movements against Price, 
was received on the night of the 17th instant, and forwarded at once to 
‘General Grant. When General Halleck issued the order he was, of 
course, unadyvised of the fact that our effective strength at this post 
numbered only about 3,000 men, merely enough to hold the place, while 
‘General Price had a force of 9,000 to 12,000. I wrote General Grant, 
giving all the information in my possession, and recommended an expe- 
: dition by gunboats up White River, with infantry on transports to co- 
operate with cavalry, and infantry to march from this place. I am 
expecting advice from General Grant by first boat. I will still try and 
communicate with your troops as early as possible. Onur latest informa- 


Des Arc. Hoimes at Little Rock, with not over 10,000 men. We have 
abundance of transportation, and to spare. 
I will write you whenever I learn anything worthy of ‘attention. 
lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. F. ROSS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., July 22, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAvipson, Bloomfield : 
I have heard nothing yet of the movement which was ordered from 
' Helena, and suspect it has not yet commenced. You will have to move 


. cautiously until co-operation from Helena is secured, unless your infor- 


Vist 2. 


ment, and send the Sixth Missouri and Thirteenth Illinois to Chalk 


mation indicates that you are strong enough to act alone. Do not run 


any unnecessary risk. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
, Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., July 22, 1863. 
Colonel ROGERS, 
Commanding Post at Cape Girardeau, Mo. : . 
I should say, garrison Cape Girardeau and Bloomfield with your regi- 
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_ tion represents Price at Jacksonport, sick; his troops at that place and | 
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Bluff, especially if your regiment declines crossing the State line; but, 
as General Davidson has authority to make such disposition of your 
force as he may deem best for the protection of his line of communica- 
tion and supplies during such time as the Cape remains his base, you — 
cannot do. otherwise than obey his order. You had better advise the — 
general of the refusal of your command to pass into Arkansas, and sug- 
gest to him the propriety of relieving them with the Sixth Missouri and 


the Thirteenth Illinois. 
i CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., July 22, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. Mars, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Sir: Idetermined, on hearing of the opening of the Mississippi River, ~ 
and knowing that we would have hereafter no rebel armies of conse- — 
quence north of Red River, not to issue the order I proposed and sub- 
mitted, interdicting landing, for purposes of trade, at all except certain 
named points on the south side of the Missouri and in my district. 

One chief reason 1 had for proposing the order was that a [line] of 
communication was being kept up between the rebels in Western Ar- 
kansas and the towns on the river unoccupied by our forces, by which 
supplies of medicines, powder, and pistols were obtained and taken 
south. This reason no longer exists, and I will not, therefore, issue-the 
order. 

- lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS EWING, Jr., 
Brigadier-General. 


i 
—_—_ 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, ] 
Kansas City, Mo., July 22, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. Marsa, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis : 


Sir: Inclosed find copy of order proclaiming martial law in Leaven- 
worth County, and copy of a letter from me to the mayor of Leaven- 
worth stating (very mildly) the circumstances inducing the order. I 
became perfectly satisfied that I could not get along with the mayor, 
who was bent on “running the machine,” as he expressed it, in his own 
way, and whose interference with my officers was proclaimed as inten- : 
tional, and with the purpose of controlling arrests and seizures for — 
robbery in Leavenworth. The order is entirely acceptable to a large — 
majority of the people who are attending to honest callings. I will — 

‘ 
3 
! 
. 


_ watch the occasion when I may revoke it, but doubt if I can do so until © 


April next, when the present mayor goes out of office. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 
({Inclosures. ] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HpDqQrs. DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
No. 31. f Kansas City, Mo., July 19, 1863. 
% * * * * * x ‘ ¢ 
VI. Martial law is proclaimed throughout Leavenworth County, — 
Kansas. eas ee ee 
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VI. Capt. Lewis D. Joy, Eleventh Kansas Volunteers, is appointed 
__ assistant provost-marshal for. Leavenworth County, Kansas. 
By order of Brigadier-General Ewing: es 
JOHN WILLIAMS, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


LEAVENWORTH, KAns., July 20, 1863. 
" D. R- ANTHONY, 


Mayor, Leavenworth City, Kans. : . 


- DEAR Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of yesterday, and tak 
pleasure in answering your inquiry. Leavenworth, which is the center 
of trade for the Missouri Valley, is from that fact the market for a largé 
part of the stock stolen on the border, and the resort of many of the 
thieves and robbers infesting. Often when a successful expedition for 
plunder is made into Missouri or the interior of Kansas, the robbers 
seek here a place of concealment for themselves and a ready market for 

_ their stock, which they could not as surely find in other less populous 
and flourishing towns of Kansas or Western Missouri. : 

To arrest and punish by military authority those who commit thes 
depredations in that part of my district in which the civil power is in- 
efficient, is clearly my duty, and also to arrest for such punishment resi- 
dents of this district who are engaged in committing acts of robbery in 
the District of Northern Missouri. It is more immediately my duty than 
that of yourself, or any other civil officer in Kansas, for I may punish 
for such offenses committed in Missouri, while the civil authorities here 

_ cannot, for want of jurisdiction. 

In the discharge of this duty, I have employed detectives, with orders 
to make arrests of thieves and seizures of stolen property in this county. 
I have been informed, on authority L regard as reliable, that one of these 
officers was recently ordered by you, as mayor, to turn over to your 
policemen some horses stolen in Missouri, and seized here by him, in- 
cluding one horse the property of the Government; and on his refusal 
to doso, you arrested him for breach of the peace, and released him only 
on condition that he thenceforth should cease to take stolen stock, even 
though it belonged to the Government, until after the question as to 
title had been determined by the courts; and that you arrested and fined | 

_- $20 for vagrancy a man who aided that detective, and who is nota. 
vagrant, when it is well understood that the arrest was solely in pun- 
ishment for aiding the detective in seizing the stock; and that you 

_ gave to another of my detectives orders as to arrests here similar to 

‘orders given in the mayor’s court, as above stated, and that one of these 

officers was sued in an action of replevin, by a claimant of the United 

States horse, above referred to. At the hearing of which action, on the 

18th instant, you appeared as counsel for plaintiff, or as amicus curiae, 

and judgment was rendered for $50 against this officer for executing: 

' my orders. I have no personal knowledge of the truth of all or any 
part of these statements, but am informed that they will be proved, if 

you wish the proof. But whether these statements be true or not, as to 
your interference as mayor to interrupt the execution of my orders, [ 

- am well satisfied that many of the holders of and dealers in stolen stock 

. in this city have intended to resort to the courts to retake property 
seized under military orders, and involve in litigation officers seizing 1t; 
thus greatly embarrassing, if not preventing, the execution of my orders 

_ for such arrests and seizures here. 

é To enable me to prevent this interference, and not, as you seem to 
suppose, to preserve the peace of the city, I have declared martial law 
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in Leavenworth County. The city is peaceful and orderly, but the. 


border is distracted, and property there insecure; and I must have the 


“robbers with their plunder followed into and arrested in the peaceful 


city, if Iam to restore quiet and security to the border. I will not abate 


punishments, in favor of a civil jurisdiction extending only to arrests; 


nor allow. any town in my district to become a city of refuge within , 


whose precincts the pirates of the border may escape the swift process 


of martiallaw. I will carefully leave the State, county, and city authori- 
_ ties free and uninterrupted in the execution of the laws and ordinances, 


except so far as in such execution they materially interfere with the 
discharge of my duties as district commander; and will promptly re- 
voke the proclamation of martial law whenever the necessity for it is 


‘no longer apparent to me. 


/ I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., | 
| Brigadier- General. 


: LEAVENWORTH, KANS., July 22, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. THOMAS EWING, Jr.: 

Sire: Yours of the 20th instant, in answer to mine of the 17th and 
20th instant, is received. You say ‘‘ Leavenworth is the center of trade 
for the Missouri Valley,” which is true. You say it is your duty 


to arrest, for punishment, residents of this district who are engaged in committing 
_acts of robbery in the District of Northern Missouri. _ It is more immediately my duty 


than that of yourself or any other judicial or ministerial officer in Kansas, for | may 
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-or surrender my military jurisdiction, which extends to both arrests and - 


punish for such offenses committed in Missouri, while the civil authorities here cannot, 


tor want'of jurisdiction. 

You have practiced law in Kansas for six years, and ought to know 
the statutes of our State. I refer you to section 274, chapter 33, on 
crimes and punishments, page 340 of the Compiled Laws of Kansas, to 
wit: 

Src. 274. Every person who shall steal, or obtain by robbery, the property of an- 
other in any other Territory or State or country, and shall bring the same into this 
State, may be convicted and punished for larceny in the same manner as if such 
property had been feloniously stolen or taken within this State. 

If this statute has been overlooked. by you, helding the position you 
have, you ought, at least, to have known the common law. I refer 
you to Wharton’s Criminal Law, section 1817: 


\ 


In Massachusetts this doctrine has been held, and convictions for larcenies in other 


States, where the property stolen has been brought within her limits, have repeatedly 
taken place: The Connecticu’ court of errors, in an opinion which received the 
unanimous assent of the judges, asserted, at an early period, the same doctrine. A 
similar conclusion was reached in North Carolina and Maryland, though not without 
muchargument, and also in Ohio. In Vermont the supreme court has gone further, 
and, transcending the common law limits, has held that when goods were stolen in 
Canada and brought into that State, the larceny was complete. 


I have always ruled that my court had jurisdiction in all such cases, 


and the ruling has been approved by all respectable attorneys. Idid — 


not order your detective to turn over the horses to my police. I wrote 
him a simple request to do so, informing your detective that the party 
from whom he had taken the horses was innocent, and that the horses 
were not stolen, which has since proved to be the fact, as you yourself 
ordered, through George Kingsley, one of your detectives, and J. G. 


_ Losee, another of your detectives, the release of Burr Reed, the colored 
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man, and charged with being the thief, and your officer released him. 
I suppose this was done because you were satisfied he was innocent. 


And now permit me to ask, why was the man who claimed the horses, 
and who was charged by all your detectives as being the thief who stole 
the horses, discharged and the horses retained by your detectives? It 
is my rule to arrest and punish the criminals rather than seek merely to 
obtain the possession of the stolen property. Again, your detective took 
these horses from Reed many days before he was arrested, and no one 


of them intimated an arrest until Reed was put on the witness stand to 


testify against the detective who took'the horses. After he was sworn, 
and before he had given his testimony, one of your detectives, in a 


blustering manner, grabbed the poor negro by the collar and told him. ° 


he arrested him for the thief. A large number of your detectives were 


in the court at the time, armed with revolvers, which they took special. 


pains to exhibit. This trial was before A. Brown, esq., justice of the 
peace in the city, and a simple case of replevin. You may approve the 
action of your detectives; I do not, nor do our citizens. Why was not 


_ this man Reed arrested before? Why so shamefully insult a court of 


justice ? 


If I did (which I did not) “arrest and fine $20 for vagrancy a man 


who aided that detective, and who is not a vagrant,” is it sufficient 
cause for you to declare martial law? You say: 

The city is peaceful and orderly enough, but the border is distracted, and property 
along it insecure, and I must have the robbers and their plunder followed into and. 
arrested in the peaceful city if Iam to restore quiet and security to the border. I 
will not abate or surrender my military jurisdiction, which extends to both arrests 
and punishments, in favor of a civil jurisdiction, extending only to arrests. 

I have quoted the law for you, showing that I have “ jurisdiction” 
for both “arrests” and “punishments.” When you say you will not 


“abate or surrender your military jurisdiction to the civil,” I would 


refer you to Orders, No. 63, of your commanding general: 


Martial law has been declared in certain portions of this department. This does 
not, however, suspend the functions of the civil governments of the loyal States. It 


is the duty of all officers of such loyal civil governments to execute the State laws, as 


far as possible, in the same manner as if no United States troops were present; and 
it is the duty of the military authorities of the United States to abstain from inter- 
ference with the civil officers, and to protect them from violence, if need be, in the 
discharge of their duties. Any resistance to or interference with civil officers while 
in the discharge of their legitimate duties, by officers or soldiers, is a crime which 


merits and will receive the severest punishments. 


I have been mayor of this city since April 8, and since that time not 
fifty dollars’ worth of property has been stolen without the property 
being recovered and the thief punished. You have had your detectives 
here one month, and not one criminal has been punished by you, so far 
as I can Jearn. I have a strong police force, granted to be the best 
ever appointed. They arrest all parties guilty of the crimes you name, 
and, if guilty, the criminals are punished. Our city and county were 


- never ‘so peaceful and orderly as at this time. Your detectives have 


had full sway here, and sd had the detectives of General Blunt before 


you came, and yet this is the only case in which they have been inter- 


‘fered with, and I assure you this one would not had I not been assured 
he was guilty of using his office for the*purpose of swindling poor run- | 


_ away Slaves out of their horses. 


In Atchison County a vigilance committee has to enforce the laws. 
Why not proclaim martial law there? In Johnson County, Kansas, 


loyal citizens are being murdered almost every week by bushwhackers © 


from Missouri. Why not send the two companies of soldiers stationed 
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here to enforce martial law in Johnson County, to protect the lives of ~~ 
our brothers? I will add, that all the matters discussed in your letter. 
_ were talked over by us on the day martial law was declared, when you 
expressed yourself satisfied with my policy, although you did not wish 
to embody my policy. in your orders. I left you with the understand-. 
ing that all detectives were to be withdrawn from the city, except George 
Kingsley. I offered you the aid of the whole police force to enforce 
your orders, and to my surprise you declared martial law the same day 
without consulting me. Ido not claim that you ought to consult me, 
but I do claim that you ought rather to have consulted me than the 

parties you did. I feel that you did not talk to me in that frank,can- - | 
did manner which my position demanded. I was grossly deceived as 
to the tenor of our conversation. I thought we agreed exactly, and so 

stated to our citizens after leaving you. 4 
I think your order, has materially injured our city. Our citizens are 
almost unanimously opposed to it. I have to say that our people pre- 
fer to have their rights to property settled by a jury of our citizens, 
-rather than by the best detectives or provost-marshals you can appoint. 
I need hardly say our city is the most loyal in the United States. The 
~ eivil law is strong enough to enforce conscription laws and all. In 
‘New York a mob of 30,000 rebels break into an arsenal, arm themselves, 
and kill United States soldiers, and martial law is not proclaimed. 
You declare martial law here to prevent trial by jury. Is not this a 
fair statement of the case? Will you revoke your order ? 
I am, dear sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. R. ANTHONY, 
Mayor. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
t Fort Scott, Kans., July 22, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
Cooper retreated in the direction of Fort Smith, where are Steele and 
Cabell, with heavy re-enforcements in men and artillery. 
Colonel Moonlight says: , ; 


General Blunt is quite sick; has been in the saddle forty-eight hours; was sick at 
starting, and is now prostrate. I fear he is going to be very sick. 


The general says: 


If I had more troops, I should be in Fort Smith in twenty-four hours, and get in 
between the enemy and their supplies, which all come from Texas. As it is, I fear it 
will be impossible to cut their supplies off. 

I think the importance of moving re-enforcements in his direction is 
great. 

Respectfully, 
H. Z. CURTIS, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


3 : WAR DEPARTMENT, - | 
Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington, D. C., July 23, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. ScHorrexp, 5 ' 

Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : a 
Sir: The communication of Maj. L. C. Easton, quartermaster, under 
date of June 18, 1863, addressed to Brig. Gen. Robert Allen, chief 
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quartermaster of the Department of the Missouri, respecting the matter 


ot authority of Major-General Blunt, commanding the District of the» 


Frontier, to give him orders affecting the quartermaster’s department, 


referred to this office with your views indorsed thereon, has been sub- 


mitted to the General-in-Chief, who approves your views and directs | 


that you instruct General Blunt that he has no authority in the case.* 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. D. "TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


———. 


LEXINGTON, Mo., July 23, 1863. 


Brigadier-General EWING: me 


The rebels are concentrating somewhere east of Chapel Hill, report 
says on Davis’ Creek, near Warrensburg. If so, our forces of that 
place will attack them to-morrow morning. For fear my information is 
not correct, would it not be well for you to send down an expedition to 
Chapel Hill? There are here two large lots of Government mules, 
quartermasters’ stores, &c., to guard. I have not a man to spare to, 


send out. 
B. F. LAZEAR, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. — 


Camp No. 4, 
Baxter Springs, Kans., July 23, 1863. 
Maj. H. Z. CurTIs, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fort Scott, Kans. : © 


Magor: I have the honor to report that the escort and train reached 
this camp to-day. 

I dispatched a reconnoitering party to Sherwood, 14 miles from here, 
last night. They bring in reliable information that the rebel Colonel 
Coffee, with a small force, camped 4 miles east of there, on Turkey 
Creek, night before last. He had with him from 150 to 200 men. Last 
evening all the roads in that direction showed marks of small parties 


_ marching southward, and several parties of from 5 to 20 were seen 


going that way. The citizens say that Coffee has come north since the 
defeat of the enemy by General Blunt, and is reorganizing Livingston’s 
forces on Cowskin Prairie, for an attack on this train, somewhere on 
Grand River. You are as competent to judge of the reliability of this ~ 
information as I am. 
Iam, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EH. A. CALKINS, 
Major, Commanding Escort to Fort Blunt. 


{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRIOT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Scott, Kans., July 25, 1863. 


Respectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-Colonel Marsh, assistant adju- 
tant-general, for information of the commanding general. Particular 


- attention called to the facts that here is a base, itself 125 miles from a 


* See Blunt to Stanton, July 26, p. 398. 
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main river depot, 180 miles from the army.in the field, total distance ae 
~ for wagon supplies 305 miles; almost the whole of the latter (180 miles) 

‘through a country beset by the enemy, aud without a single interme- 

diate station of friendly troops, but small escorts for trains, and, in case 

of disaster, hardly a company for re-enforcement from this post. Loree 
at the extreme point being subsisted: Present troops, about 4,000; an 
equal number probably of refugees, mostly Indians, old men, women, 


and children. * 
H. Z. CURTIS, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


.P.S.—Enemy’s forces at the other end of the line, preparing to attack 
Fort Gibson, reported at 13,000, probably in all 10,000, under Steele, 
Cabell, and Cooper. . 


ae Samnt Louis, Mo., July 24, 1863. 
; Major [H. Z.] Curtis, 
Fort Scott, via Kansas City: 

If the force in front of General Blunt is as large as he supposes, he | 
is too far inadvance. General Grant will send a force up Arkansas and 
White Rivers in a short time. Those rivers are the natural lines of 
operation in Arkansas. : 

As those expeditions are to start soon, it would be folly to send re- 
enforcements to General Blunt. He must regulate his movements by 
those of the main forces. 

Forward this to General Blunt. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Pitor Kwop, July 24, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


Colonel Woodson, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry, has just re- 
turned from a scout through the counties of Reynolds, Shannon, Car- 
ter, Oregon, and Ripley, marching nearly 250 miles in seven days. Has 
brought in 22 murderous horse-thieves, Confederate soldiers, and other 
outlaws, with their horses and arms. Found the country very quiet. 
CLINTON B. FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 

se Vicksburg, Miss., July 24, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps: 


Iam sending Kimball’s division to Helena. These are the only troops 

_[ have, not worn out with long and fatiguing marches through the dust 
and heat. In addition to this division, I will send several regiments 
that are the most reduced by sickness to Memphis, thus enabling you | 
to take well regiments for field service. — 
I am so far away, and know nothing of Price’s movements, except 
what is contained in the dispatches forwarded by you, that I shallin- | 
struct the troops going to Helena and those now there to report to you 
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? - for orders. In fact, I think it will be best to add all territory in the 
~ department as far south as the Arkansas River to the Sixteenth Army 


~ Corps.. You may give directions accordingly. 

Telegraph directly to Washington the number of troops you can send 
after Price and whatever of the orders you give,them you deem necessary. 
_ I do not know anything of Kimball’s merits as a commander, and have. 
no officer here senior to him to send in his stead. Steele would proba- 
bly be the best man, but he is not here, and cannot well be spared. I 
will, however, see Sherman by to-morrow night, and, if Steele can be 


_ got, will send him up at once. I send two. batteries from here with 


Kimball; more could be sent, but I doubt the necessity for it. If you 


- deem more necessary, pout them, and I will replace all you send from: 


here. 
I am, general, ae a cay in your obedient servant, 
Wid: GRANT, 
Major- General. 


Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., July 24, 1863. 
Col. J. M. JoHnson, 
Commanding, Cassville : 


Captain Palmer, bearer of flag of truce, will be br ought alone to within: 
4 miles of Springfield, on the Cassville road, under strict guard, and — 
there delivered to the officer appointed to receive him. During his trip 
to this post his guard and attendants will be detained where they now, 
_ are, under the strictest surveillance, and allowed to communicate ‘with 
no one except the officers in charge. They will be hospitably treated, 
but strictly guarded. This caution is rendered necessary by the fre. 


przent abuse of flags of truce. 
[JOHN McNEIL,] 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


New Maprin, Mo., July 25, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, 


a 


Commanding Department : 

GENERAL: My own men are at work in the swamps, doing what I 
conceive to be unnecessary labor, and at the expense, probably, of one- 
‘ third of our strength. The swamp is 13 miles wide, and is swimming 
deep for a horse most of the way. 

Osceola is 90 miles below us, and is below the swamp region. <A gar- 
rison there might be able to furnish any column passing south or south- 


west with escort enough for supplies. 


General Asboth has not returned my troops, although I have asked 
for them, to enable me to comply with General Davidson’s order to put 


— 1,000 men on the road.” 


es have unspiked one 12-pounder siege gun, spiked by General Davies’ — 


‘f order, and have sent to the other shore for three more 24’s, said to be | 


Ny 


in the woods. I am repairing half-destroyed gun-carriages and alter- 
ing 32’s to 24’s._ The fort is in formidable trim as\it is. With our nine 
_ platforms filled, we could defy a large force. _ 

I have had. to suspend operations « on our outer works, having but 92 


- effective men here, 
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I have received an order from. Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, announe- 
ing that he assumes command of the District of Southeastern Missouri. 


I am not informed whether the district extends so as to include me, or | 


whether I am still under General Davidson. 
I am, sir, very.respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHESTER HARDING, JR., 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Hpagrs. First Missouri StaTe MILITIA CAVALRY, 
Lexington, July 25, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWING: 


Sir: Your telegram of the 24th, making inquiries about the situation 
of affairs in Johnson County, received, and in reply will state that im- 
mediately on my return from Warrensburg I made the following report, 
as near as I can recollect. Owing to carelessness the report was not 
recorded. ; 

In compliance with your telegram of the 10th, which was not received 
until 5 p. m., 11th, I proceeded, on the 12th, with Companies I and K, 
First’ Missouri State Militia Cavalry, to Warrensburg, reaching that 
place same evening, and on the 14th the two companies of the Fourth 
Missouri State Militia Cavalry marched for Kansas City. I found a 

‘very bad state of affairs there; a great many outrages and murders had 
been committed; but as your order was to arrest the ringleaders, I 


found it very hard to find out who were the ringleaders in these depre- — 


dations, as they were mostly committed by irresponsible persons, who 
would frequently go out with soldiers and commit these outrages. The 
minds of some of the soldiers had been worked upon by bad, designing 
men until they had become so incensed against some of the best Union 


citizens that they had to leave their houses for their own safety. Under . 


these circumstances, 1 concluded that it was best to make no arrests for 
the present. It is very well known who the leaders of this party are, 
but they disclaim having anything to do with the outrages. There have 
‘been but few murders or other outrages committed there but what can 
be clearly proven who the guilty parties are, but to do that it will re- 
quire some time, and must be done by some one whom the people will 
_ have confidence in their staying long enough to make a fall investiga- 
tion and bring the guilty parties to punishment. There are women 
there whose husbands have been murdered, but, owing to‘threats, and 
the frequent removals and changes of commanding officers, they are 
afraid to give their testimony. There has been a perfect reign of ter- 
ror existing there, but I am satisfied that all will go well while our 
men remain there, as they cannot: be induced to take any part in the 


personal difficulties of the citizens there, and Captain Burris, who is in » 


command, is a good man, and'will put a stop to all such outrages as 
have been heretofore committed by the aid of, and in many instances 
by, a dissatisfied soldiery. 

The above, I think, is about the substance of my former report, which, 
IT hope, you will receive. I will add that since-my return from there 
some four citizens, who are the leaders of the party spoken of, have 
~ been arrested by the Enrolled Missouri State Militia, and sent to Saint 


Louis by order of the provost-marshal-general of the department. I | 
think their arrest was caused by their illegal proceedings in carrying — 
out the assessment order issued by General Schofield last summer. I _ 
receive communications from Captain Burris almost daily. Our men are — 
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_ doing good work there, and I am happy to report that a better state of 
affairs exists in that section than did a short time ago. 
Hoping, general, this report may reach you and prove satisfactory, I 
- am, very respectfully, 


. B. F. LAZEAR, 
Tteutenant-Colonel, Comdg. First Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Scott, Kans., July 25, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. ©. W. Marsa, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis : 


Scout just in from General Blunt’s command, in advance of mail, 
which will be in to-night, reports the general’s command to have fallen 
back into Fort Gibson. General Blunt still quite sick. : 

Respectfully, yours, 
H. Z. CURTIS, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
? Milwaukee, Wis., July 25, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. B. S. ROBERTS, 
Davenport, Iowa: 


' GENERAL: I regretted much to receive your dispatch stating that 
you had seized arms, &c., the personal property of the citizens of Iowa. 
I don’t desire you to have anything to do with such matters. I have 
carefully refrained from allowing such things to be done here, though I 
have been repeatedly urged todothem. Isuppose I have been advised 
to seize arms a dozen times, but such action is neither my business nor 
yours. I confine myself strictly to my military duty. 1 hope you will 
do the same. All such business has been turned over to the provost- 
marshals or comes properly under civil jurisdiction. Surely the seizure 

* of personal property on suspicion merely that it might hereafter be used 
in resisting the laws was out of place by a military commander in loyal 
States, and can only lead to ill-feeling and disagreeable and unneces- 
sary complications, which it has been my steady purpose to avoid. 
When the United States laws are resisted, and the civil authorities are 

-unable or unwilling to enforce them, military aid will be furnished upon 
proper application, in the manner set out in instructions herewith sent 
you.* If there be sufficient ground for apprehension that the United 
States laws will be resisted by force, such preparation as is necessary 

to enable you to comply with requisitions will be made in advance, but 
you are not to act, nor allow the military force under your command to 
act, in any way until the condition of things above specified obtains. 
- These are simple rules, easily followed, and, in my judgment, are based 
upon correct views of the relation between civic and military authori- 
| ties. Please act upon them in all cases. 
- The order for the movement of the Seventh lowa Cavalry came from 
_ Washington ; therefore I do not feel willing to countermand it. You 

- ean, however, assemble the Highth Cavalry, or part of it, which, with 
the forces you have, will, I think, be sufficient. The draft has not been © 

ordered in this department, and I shall be advised at least a week 
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“pefore it is. You will, therefore, be notified in time to be prepared to 


meet all proper: applications for military aid. If you need more force, 
it will be furnished from here when the actual necessity arises. 
I am, general, siaseucor et your obedient servant, 2 
JNO. POPE, 
Major- General, Commanding. 


SAINT Louis, Mo., July 26, pee 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Ohief : 


Major-General Grant informs me he will send one division to Holohes 
to go after General Price. I presumeit has already left Vicksburg. I 


ne infer from orders given by the Secretary of the Navy to the fleet cap- 


tain at Cairo that the operations from Helena are to be under my 


direction, but you are aware the troops in Eastern Arkansas are not 
_ now under my command. I respectfully request information on this 


subject. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
_ Major-General. 
_ PRIVATE. | HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 


In the Field, Fort Blunt, C. N., July 26, 1863. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


DEAR Sie: Inclosed I send you copy of a letter from General J. M. 


- Schofield to General Halleck, Commander-in-Chief, charging ‘‘abuses 


and irregularities,” and demanding my removal from command, which 
I do not propose to let pass unnoticed.* 


_. The “abuses and irregularities” to which he refers he fails to point 
- out, but among them I suppose may be enumerated the following: That. 


last fall, after he (Schofield) had failed in his campaign in the South- 


west, and, hauling up in Saint Louis, announcing that ‘the Army of the 
‘Frontier had fulfilled its mission and gone into winter quarters,” before 


a gun had ever been fired, and leaving me without orders, I advanced 


against an enemy ¢ oreatly superior in “numbers, fought four successful ¢ 


battles in the space of sixty days, completely ‘destroyed a formidable 


~ rebel army, and took possession of the country they had previously oc- 


cupied. This was ‘irregularity ” No. 1. Again, I suppose that it was 
“irregular ”-that after I had appealed in vain for troops to strengthen 
the weak and beleaguered garrison at this place that had been long main- 
taining their position by the most superhuman efforts against a su uperior 
force of the enemy, who had been massing in their front to attack and 
destroy them, and then invade Kansas and Missouri, and finding that 
the danger was im minent, 1 mounted a mule, and, with only three ‘of my 


staff, without baggage or transportation, rode to this place (180 miles). | 


in five days, through an enemy’s country, in order to save the command 
here or die in the “attempt. It was still more “irregular” that, after 
arriving here, and finding the Arkansas River swollen, I should « con- 
struct boats, cross my force over the river in the face of the enemy’s out- 


posts, who were guarding the crossings from behind rifle-pits, march 25 « 
miles south of the river in one night, and, with less than 3 ,000 men 


(mostly Indians and negroes), attack 6 3,000 ‘of the enemy in their own 


chosen position, resulting in a complete defeat of the rebels, with a loss i 


*See Schofield’s Ghisvcetent on Easton’s letter of June 18, pe 326, and his letter to 


Townsend of July 15, p. 319 
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of 150 killed, 400 wounded, and 60 prisoners, 1 piece of artillery, 1 stands: ee 
of colors, and.200. stand of arms; also the destruction of a portion of — 


~ their train and all their commissary depots and supplies, ‘and with a 
comparatively small loss a my side, only 17 killed and 70 wounded. 
_ Thisis “irregularity” No.2. I believe General Schofield has been guilty 


ment; for this I suppose a stoppage will be made against my pay ; ;, but. 


of no such * irregularities” since he has been in the service. In crossing 
the Arkansas River on the night of the.16th instant, I had the misfor- 
tune to lose a mule-team, by drowning, that belonged to the Govern- 


as I entered the army a private and not for pay, and have a little prop- 


erty I earned before the war, I can afford to pay for the team. 


’ I know ful! well the sources and motives of all these persecutions. 3 


It is a combination composed of traitors, Government peculators, se 
Copperheads. 

Among the former class are Major Easton and Capt. J. P. Ray, quar- 
termaster and commissary at Fort Leavenworth. Baser traitors than 
they do not exist within Jeff. Davis’ dominions, and they would be there 


. to-day were it not that there is more value in greenbacks than Confed- 
- erate notes. 


Among the second class are Thomas Carney, Governor of Kansas) and. 
Colonel Cofiin, Superintendent of Indian Affairs. Two greater thieves — 


do not live. Their wholesale robbery of those poor, unfortunate refugee 


* Indians is so gross and outrageous that their names are a stench in the 


nostrils of every loyal Indian—man, woman, and child. They knew that 
I was on their track; hence their efforts to get rid of me in some way. 

Of the latter class are all the pro-slavery demagogues of Missouri and 
Kansas, who hate me cordially, because I have no aflinity for rebels. I 


am satisfied that there has been a determined purpose to sacrifice this | 


command by withholding troops for the purpose of sacrificing, and get- 
ting rid of me. J have borne their insults and abuse as long as could 


be reasonably expected, and I think it no more than justice. that the 
President should grant me a court of inquiry, that my accusers may | 


meet me face to face and prove the “irregularities and abuses.” I un- 


- derstand that Governor Carney took ¢ harges against me to Washington 


and forgot to present them. I have written to Oarney to-day, demand- 


fing that le shall lay the charges before the President without delay. 


I laid aside all personal feeling, and came, here to take a colonel’s 
command, because the public good required it; but the present crisis is 
past, and justice to myself would require that id should refuse to take the 
field again until I have a command that I am entitled to, and until the 
charges against me have been investigated; but my private grievances 


: shall. not interfere with the public service. ‘If required, I will take com- 


mand of 500 negroes, and when J am relieved from the service, as I hope — 


to be at some time, then these base calumniators shall be called to an 
account. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT. 


Saint Lovrs, Mo., July 26, 1863. 


Brigadier-General McNEIL, Springfield: 
General Blunt attacked and defeated Cooper below Fort Gibson on’ 


- the 17th instant. Cooper retreated in direction of Fort Smith, where it 
is expected he will be re-enforced by the remainder of the troops under 
- the rebel General Steele.» Your advance under Colonel Cloud will prob- 


ee af ' 


ably b be able to penetrate nearly, if not quite, to the Arkansas River, 
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and protect General Blunt from any Byes of the enemy toward 
Fort Gibson, on the north side of the river. At last accounts General 
Blunt was south of the river, moving toward Fort Smith. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
: Major- General. 


; HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
_ Kansas City, Mo., July 26, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. MARSH, 


Assistant Adjutant- ’General, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Sir: 1 inclose you, at the earnest request of Colonel Leavenworth, 
' who has command, under an order from Headquarters District of Kan- 


sas, of troops on the Santa Fé road, two letters sent, to illustrate his. 
embarrassment. Heis at Fort Larned, with one company of cavalry, 


one of infantry, and one section of artillery, showing a total for duty on 
10th of July of 147 men. This is enough for an average garrison at 
that post, or nearly enough. At this time, however, there is an un- 
usually large gathering of the Indians (Kiowas, Comanches, Arapahoes, 
Cheyennes, and Prairie Apaches), who are friendly or not as occasion 
prompts, and numbering 4,000 to 5,000 lodges. They come up yearly 
at this season with the buffalo that cross the Arkansas in their migra- 


tions near Larned, partly to kill buffalo and partly to receive their -~ 


annual presents. 


About ten days ago an Indian was killed by a sentinel, at which the ' 


Indians were fierce and indignant and threatening. There is no doubt 


the garrison was then in some danger, and it may perhaps be so still, 
but it would not be possible for me to send it re-enforcements now, 


unless it were in imminent peril, for the bands of guerrillas are receiving 
such accessions from Price’s proken army that I shall have my hands 
full, or more than full, with them. 

I respectfully invite your attention to Colonel Leavenworth’s sug- 
gestion that a portion of the troops in Central and Northern Colorado 
be sent on the road, and that.the whole road, from Council Grove to the 
Raton Mountains, be placed under one management and command. 

In addition to the troops named above as. at Larned, there is one 
company of cavalry guarding the line from Council Grove to Cow Creek, 
and one company of cavalry and one section of artillery at Lyon. I 
think one more company of cavalry at Fort Lyon and one more at 
Fort Larned will be a sufficient addition to the force now on the road. 
Three companies more would certainly be enough. 

There have been some interferences by Indians with trains, occasion- 
ing some uneasiness, but not alarm, among the traders, which a small 
addition of troops would hereafter prevent, and which probably will 


not recur with present force, as they were occasioned by carelessness. 


of the wagon-master in letting the Indians have whisky. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT TROOPS, 
On Santa Fé Road, July 15, 1863. 


[Inclosures. J 


- ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
District of the Border, Kansas City, Mo. : 


Sir: On the morning of the 9th instant, a sentinel on post at this fort : 
shot and killed an Indian. Itwas about1a.m. As we were surrounded x 
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by all the Apache, Arapaho, and Kiowa Indians, and not knowing to 
which tribe he belonged, our position was rather unpleasant, owing to 
not having many troops here; and, as the Indians had been troublesome 
on the Santa Fé road, I had out on scout some 50 of our small garri- 
son, to protect trains above and below on the river. As soon as this 
Indian was killed, I sent runners out for all the scouts to return to this 
post, and called a council of all the chiefs. By 8 a. m. all the chiefs 
(principal chiefs) were here. As I had told the runners to inform the 
chiefs 1 did not want any braves or other Indians to visit the post, all 
kept away but the Kiowas; they could not be governed by their chiefs, 
and came up in strong force, and very much excited ; more so than any 
Indians [ever saw. Upon examination of the dead Indian by the chiefs, 
it was found to be a Cheyenne; they happened to be in small numbers, 
and we happily escaped a collision for the moment. What may happen 
it is impossible for me to say. 

The Fort Lyon mail is in, and the messenger informs me that he ap- 
plied for an escort to the mail to the commanding officer of a company 
of the First Colorado Cavalry, which was stationed about 65 miles this 
side of Fort Lyon, but he refused to send a man with him; said he had 
positive orders not todoso. What does allthis mean? Am I expected 
to guard and escort trains on the whole of this road, for 400 miles, with 
but one company of cavalry? Captain Read’s company, of the Ninth 
Kansas Volunteers, will do all that men can do, but it is impossible for 
them to do justice to themselves and the service, in these 400 miles, 
alone. There are plenty of troops at Forts Lyon and Colorado, to pro- 
tect this road, if properly managed. The whole of the road from Coun- 
cil Grove to the New Mexico border should be under the direction of 
one officer. Unless this is so, the duty on it will not be properly done 
in some parts of it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. LEAVENWORTH, 
Col. Second Regt. Colo. Vols., Comdg. Route on Santa Fé Road. 


HEADQUARTERS OF TROOPS ON THE SANTA F'& Roan, 
Fort Larned, Kans., July 22, 1863. 


ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, DIST. OF THE BORDER, . 
j Kansas City, Mo.: 


Srm: The Fort Lyon mail is just in, and I have received a note from 
Lieut. Col. S. F. Tappan, First Colorado Cavalry, stating that his send- 
ing me re-enforcements when I was so fearfully menaced by the Indians 
a few days since has been excepted to by the colonel commanding the 
District of Colorado, and that he has been relieved from the command 
of Fort Lyon in consequence. If such is the fact, I ask as a great favor 
of the general commanding this district that he will so represent our 
matters out here to General Schofield as will not only restore Colonel 
Tappan to his former command, but place his post, and the whole of 
the Santa Fé road, without the District of Colorado, if Col. J. M. Chiv- 
ington is to command it any longer. Inclosed I have the honor to send, 
for the information of the general commanding the District of the Bor- 
der, extracts of two letters from the Headquarters of the District of 
Colorado,* showing the limited knowledge they must possess of our situ- 
ation on the Santa Fé road. Five hundred miles distance for troops to 


* Not found. 
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march to re-enforce this post is not so easily done. Judge Arny, from 
New Mexico, will give you more full and complete information than I 
have time to write. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. iH. LEAVENWORTH, 
Col. Second Regt. Colo. Vols., Comdg. Route on Santa Fé Road. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 27, 1863—11 a. ™. 
Major-General GRANT, Vicksburg, Miss. : 

The troops sent into Arkansas will act: under the orders of Major- 
General Schofield. This, however, will not prevent you from recalling 
them to your command if you should find it necessary to do so. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


VICKSBURG, July 27, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
Steele will take command of troops at Helena, receiving instructions 
from Hurlbut. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, July 27, 1863. 
Major-General ROSECRANS : 
All my available cavalry, including the Merrill Horse, in Arkansas 
after Price. I regret that it is impossible to send them to you. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD,. 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, OS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
No. 203. Vicksburg, Miss., July 27, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 
VIII. Maj. Gen. IF. Steele is hereby assigned to the command of the 
army to take the field from Helena, Ark. He will proceed immediately 
to Helena and report by letter from there to Maj. Gen. 8. A. Hurlbut, 
commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, for special instructions. 
- * * * * * * * 
_ By command of Maj. Gen. U.S. Grant: 
[T. S. BOWERS, ] 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., July 27, 1863. 
Capt. J. A. PIKE, 
Commanding Aubrey, Kans. : 
Sir: There was a large collection of guerrillas, under Todd ane Quan- 
trill, on the head of the Sni, in the eastern part of Jackson County, 
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numbering from 300 to 500. Major Ransom, with -250 men, broke 
up and destroyed their camp on Saturday, the. 25th instant, and scat- 
tered the force. I am advised, on undoubted authority, that Todd, with 
160 men, or thereabouts, left the neighborhood of that camp yesterday 
for his old camping place on High Blue, near High Grove. I want you 
to rout him out of that, and for this purpose I will send you one or two 
companies, to be at Little Santa Fé to-night. You had better not start 
out with less than 125 men, and should keep after him until you get 
a fight, if possible. 

I send to-day two companies of infantry to Pleasant Hill and Aubrey, 
by way of Little Santa Fé. 

If you think it necessary, you may keep Company D, Eleventh Kan- 
sas, at Little Santa Fé until you get back from your scout; but if you 
do so, send word to companies at Aubrey, Coldwater Grove, and Rock- 
ville as to Todd’s force, and have them to keep a very sharp lookout. 
Company A, Eleventh Kansas, however, must go over to Pleasant Hill 
to-morrow, unless your advices from there are such as to convince you 
that there is no danger to the companies of the Fourth Missouri sta- 
tioned there. Those companies have only revolvers and sabers. Com- 
pany A will want some cavalry for advance and rear guard; so you 
will furnish it to them. You will judge of the amount of such guard - 
required. Send full report of your scout. 


Very respectfully, ROI ECE 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, July 27, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter 
of William F. Lockwood on the subject of apprehended Indian troubles 
in Nebraska, with your indorsement thereon. 

Mr. Lockwood is doubtless right when he says that “ protection to 
the settlers is the leading consideration,” but when he says that pro- 
tection can best be rendered by keeping the troops assigned to that duty 
amongst the settlements, he is stating what is contradicted by all mili- 
tary experience on the frontier for the last twenty years. Nothing is 
better known than the fact that it requires five times as many troops to 
protect in this way a line of frontier settlements as the Indians can 
possibly bring against them, and that so long as this system of defen- 
sive operations is kept up just that long this greatly superior force of 
white troops must be maintained. Besides this, under such a system, 
the frontier farms and small settlements not actually occupied by a 
military force are constantly subjected to encroachments of small par- 
ties of Indians, who, having no fear of the invasion of their own country 
and homes, spend their time in stealing into the settlements to commit 
depredations. I suppose if there is one fact demonstrated clearly by 
an experience in Indian warfare it is that no such defensive policy is 
wise, and that it only leads to great and increasing expense, and to the 
constant alarm and uneasiness of frontier settlers. Our troops on the 

frontier have of late years certainly been posted, not in the settlements, 
but at points as near as possible to the Indians, and in such positions 
that their garrisons can be most readily concentrated. When Indian 

- hostilities break out, campaigns are at once made against them, and 
in nearly every case with sufficient success to restore peace for some 
time at least, 
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A review of Mr. Lockwood’s letter leads me properly to speak of 
the condition of Indian affairs in Minnesota, and to answer very briefly 
the fault-findings and misrepresentations which certain parties have 
carried to the Government. Without commenting on the motives of 
this spirit of carping and finding fault, I shall assume that the par- 
ties making these objections to Sibley’s expedition, and the military 
arrangement in Minnesota, really believe what they say, and entertain 
in good faith the apprehensions they express. What are the facts? 
Even after Sibley’s successful campaign of last autumn (which, by 
the way, was followed by the same representations and fault-finding), 
my intention of sending a large part of the force under his command 
to Grant’s army having become known, I was assailed by a storm of 
-remonstrance and entreaty against sending aman away from the State. 
I was assured solemnly that the whole region west of the Mississippi 
was in imminent danger from Indians, and, if any of the troops were 
sent away, the country west of the river would be abandoned, and the 
inhabitants would precipitate themselves upon the river towns. In 
fact, I was informed by the highest authority that the exodus was 
already begun, in consequence of my purpose to remove the troops hav- 
ing become known. To such an extent was this carried, that I was com- 
pelled to address a letter to the Governor for publication, promising 
that the troops should remain at their stations along the frontier for 
the winter. Of course, no movement against the Indians was practi- 
cable until the spring opened. 

It was, and is, my belief that the Government wishes this Indian war 
brought to a close as soon as possible, and the troops sent where they are 
greatly needed. This, therefore, was, and is, my first object. The ques- 
tion was, how this could best be done. I knew perfectly well that any 
attempt to send troops south from Minnesota would lead to the same 
apprehensions and remonstrances which met mein theautumn. I knew, 
too, that if I allowed the troops to remain posted along the frontier, their | 
stay in the State would be unlimited, as the people certainly would never 
consent to their being sent out of the country, and would abandon their 
farms and the settlements at the first movement of the kind. I need 
not tell you what a storm of remonstrance and entreaty would have been 
visited upon the authorities at Washington, nor how impossible to have 
resisted it. It became necessary, therefore, as soon as the spring opened, 
to make, as rapidly as possible, such a campaign against the Indians as 
would assure the security of the frontier and restore confidence to the 
people. Unless this could be done, there was no hope of being able to 
send the troops south. In this view, the expeditions of Sibley and — 
Sully were organized. Sibley’s compaign is probably over by this time, 
as on the 22d instant he was to reach Devil’s Lake, where the Indians 
were still concentrating as late as the 11th of July. He will return with 
little delay, and will probably reach Fort Snelling with the larger part 
of his command by the last of August or the first week in September. 
Sully, as soon as he hears of Sibley’s arrival at Devil’s Lake and its 
result, will cross to the south side of the Missouri and deal with the 
Sioux in that region. 

From these two expeditions I expect the happiest results—an end 
of the Indian war, the security of the frontier, and the departure of a 
large part of the troops south, without objection. By pursuing any 
other course, they would, by mere force of entreaty and remonstrance, 
backed up by strong influence, have been forced to spend another winter, 
and perhaps another, in Minnesota. No one knows better than yourself 
how difficult it is to get troops away from any frontier settlement where 
momentary necessity has occasioned their being posted. People wha 
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never felt apprehensions before, immediately find troops absolutely neces- 
sary for their protection, and nearly believe it to be so. Every means 
is, therefore, used to prevent their removal, unless it is demonstrated 
there is no longer danger, even remote. This apprehension and this 
reluctance to the removal of troops once posted among them has been 
ludicrously illustrated this spring. Although Sibley left a very large 
force behind him along the frontier settlements (five times as large as ~ 
ever was in Minnesota before, when powerful tribes of Indians were still 
encamped on the Mississippi and surrounded the sparse settlements then 
existing in the Territory), and although he was marching against the 
very Indians of whom they were apprehensive, and was constantly in- 
terposed between them and the white settlements, there came up a ter- 
rible outcry from the whole people west of the Mississippi, through the 
newspapers, that they were being abandoned; that Sibley was marching 
away, and the Indians would attack the settlements behind, ridiculing the 
_ Movement one moment and the next protesting against the expedition, &c. 
That much of this storm was stimulated by a few persons, for very differ- 
ent reasons, and to accomplish their own purposes, I have abundant 
reason to know; but that the mass of the people believed themselves in 
danger Lhavenodoubt. Under such circumstances constant alarm and 
“stampedes” were expected as soon as Sibley got out of sight, but they 
have been really fewer than I expected. The inclosed slip,* from a paper 
which has been very active in giving circulation to these wild and alarm- 
ing rnmors, will show you just what such stories amount to. 

Objection has been made to the size of Sibley’s expedition, but with- 
out much reason and little or no knowledge of the facts. Wonderful 
statements have been made of his difficulty in getting along, of the 
dreadfuk suffering of his men, of the breaking [down] of his animals by 
thirst and starvation, of conferences about abandoning the expedition, 
&c. These stories were put in circulation while Sibley was without the 
means of communicating with Saint Paul. There was not one word of 
truth in any of them. The expedition has had no difficulty; it is large 
enough completely to accomplish the purpose, and to make such demon- 
stration of force on the plains as utterly to put an end tothe belief among 
the Indians that all the fighting men had gone south, and that the 
white settlements along the frontier were at their mercy, a belief circu- 
lated by Little Crow, and which, doubtless, prompted the outbreak last 
summer. No force much, if any, smaller would have accomplished the 
purpose. If I had kept the body of troops at these posts, and sent out 
cavalry or infantry expeditions, no result would have been accomplished 
which would have induced the people of Minnesota to listen to the idea 
of sending troops south. The truth is, in plain words, that there are in 
this State many people who are determined that the troops shall not 
be taken out of it. They are clearly entitled to some of the Govern- 
ment expenditures which they can only get in this way. As long as 
the apprehensions of the people can be kept up, the troops will be kept 
in the State. Of course, no expedition must be successful enough to 
destroy all danger from Indians; hence Sibley’s expedition must fail, and 
must be embarrassed and belied and misrepresented, so as to make it fail 
if possible. Whilst some are actuated by these motives, others of whom 
I have written act in the same.direction, with a different object in view. 

I believe that the expeditions are properly organized, and that they 
will accomplish their purposes, and enable the Government to send the 
troops composing them to the south at the earliest possible moment. 
They were organized with this view, and I am confident of the result. 


* Not found. 
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In relation’ to the apprehended difficulties in Nebraska, I wrote to 
Sully before he left Sioux City to ascertain whether there was any 
danger south of the Missouri, and if so, to march his command on the 
north side of the river and cover the settlements as he moved north. 
He replied that there was no danger, nor has he ever intimated that 
there were any Indian troubles in Nebraska since, though I have heard 
from him several times at Sioux City, Fort Randall, and Fort Pierre. 
Nebraska, as you know, is not in my department. 

Sully’s force is now not even 1,200 strong, and I cannot reduce it and 
accomplish what is desired. The Seventh Iowa Cavalry has, however, 


a 


been sent to General Schofield, and can take the place of the Nebraska | 


regiment now with Sully. 

A few days longer and all these matters will be plainly developed. I 
only give you here my reasons for the course I have taken, and for 
believing it will prove the wise one. 

Iam, general, respectfully, your, obedient servant, 
| JNO. POPH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, July 27, 1863. 
Col. T. J. HAINES, 
Aide-de-Camp and Commissary of Subsistence, Saint Louis: 4 
On the 25th instant, Capt. J. Carpenter, Second Arkansas Cavalry, 
left in charge of stores at Buchanan, burned them and fell back here. 
Destroyed about 45,000 pounds of bacon. 
M. W. McCRACKEN, 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence. 


PILoT KNoB, July 27, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 
I am advised from Fredericktown that a company of cavalry left by 
- General Davidson at Hog-Eye, Wayne County, guarding subsistence 
stores, were attacked by guerrillas on Saturday night, the 25th instant. 
Our forces burned the stores and retreated to Cape Girardeau. Colonel 
Rogers telegraphs me that he thinks it a big scare. He may look for 
a pretty big, strong force of raiders from the Pitman’s Ferry and Poca- 
hontas route after General Davidson passes through Greene County, 
Arkansas. The general left Gainesville on the morning of the 23d 
instant. . : 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


HDQrs. DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MIssouURI, 
Pilot Knob, July 28, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis: 

The abandonment of Hog-Eye (Buchanan on the map), and the burn- 
ing of the supplies by Captain Carpenter, has the appearance of having 
been very disgraceful and cowardly. The captain and his company are 
now safe in Cape Girardeau. I suppose I have no authority in the 
premises, as it occurred within General Davidson’s jurisdiction. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, \ Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
No. 204. Vicksburg, Miss., July 28, 1863. 
I. Maj.Gen. C. C. Washburn, U. 8. Volunteers, will report in person 

a “d Gen. E. O. C. Ord, commanding Thirteenth Army Corps, for 

uty. ~ 
_ _ IL. The Fourth Division of the Sixteenth Army Corps is hereby trans- 

ferred to and will hereafter constitute a part of the Thirteenth Army 
Corps, and will report accordingly. 

Ill. The division commanded by Brig. Gen. W. 8. Smith, and known 
as the First Division of the Sixteenth Army Corps, is hereby transferred _ 
to and will hereafter constitute a part of the Fifteenth Army Corps. 


x * * * * * ® 


By order of Maj. Gen. U.S. Grant: ; 
[T. S. BOWERS, ] 
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MEMPHIS, July 28, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, Washington : 
General Grant has sent Kimball’s division, of this [Sixteenth] corps, 
_ to Helena, for the White River expedition in rear of Price. He has 
also annexed all Arkansas north of Arkansas River to this corps, and 
charged me with the direction of the movement. I am ready to co- 
operate with General Schofield, with 6,000 men, as soon as I learn his 
plan of campaign. The trip into Arkansas at present temperature and 
over a wasted country will be very oppressive, and there will be much 
difficult#in maintaining supplies. I desire to receive explicit directions 
as early as possible. I shall have to look to Schofield for cavalry. 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major- General. 


MEMPHIS, July 28, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : . 

Kimball’s division (6,000 infantry) with three field batteries, is now, 
or will be in a day or two, at Helena, ready to move up on the rear of 
Price and co-operate with you. As Iam ordered by General Grant to 
organize this movement, I wish at once to know your plan and proba- 
ble course of operation and means of supply. If you desire, I will come 
to Cairo at any time and meet you, to organize the necessary combina- 
tions. I dread the results of a march through that desolated country 
at this season, especially as I have no certain knowledge where Price’s 


force is to be found. 
: S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., July 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 
GENERAL: Captain Jenks, from General Davidson’s command, 
reached me this morning at 1 o’clock, having left the general on the 
25th instant at Greensborough. His dispatches to me were destroyed, 


i 
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for fear they would fall into the hands of the enemy. I have sent # 
steamer to Madison with ten days’ rations for the entire command. 
Forces are arriving from below, designed, I suppose, to co-operate with 
General Davidson. Two thousand are now here. General Kimball, 
with the remainder of his division, will be here to-day. 

I am informed that a fleet of gunboats is now at the mouth of White , 
River, and intended for a movement up that stream. I will try and 

keep you advised of any movements of interest. 
ae I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. F. ROSS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, PEs DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 75. Saint Louis, Mo., July 29, 1863. 


The act of Congress approved March 3, 1863, prohibits all officers 
or persons in the military service of the United States from employing 
any of the forces under their command for the purpose of returning 
fugitives from service or labor. 

To prevent misapprehension as to the scope of this prohibition, itis 
hereby declared to extend to all troops in this department, including 
the Enrolled Militia of Missouri, in active service. The latter being 
under the command of the major-general commanding the department, 
cannot be permitted to aid civil officers in the arrest or return of fugitive 
slaves. 

By command of Major-General Schofield : 

C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 100. Memphis, Tenn., July 29, 1863. 

I. Pursuant to instructions from Maj. Gen. U. 8. Grant, commanding 
Department of the Tennessee,* so much of that department as lies north 
of the Arkansas River is included in the Sixteenth Army Corps. 

II. The commanding officer of the District of Northeastern Arkansas 
will report immediately to these headquarters, fully and particularly, by 
regiments, detachments, and batteries, the precise state of his command. 

By order of Maj. Gen. 8S. A. Hurlbut: 

HENRY BINMORE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 30, 1863—3 p. m. 
Major-General HURLBUT, Memphis, Tenn.: 

Communicate with General Schofield, at Saint Louis, in regard to his 
plan of campaign. General Davidson, with a large cavalry force, was 
moving south, to co-operate with the troops from Helena. The main 
object is to break up Price and occupy Little Rock. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


*See Grant to Hurlbut, July 24, p. 394. 


Cuar, XXXIV.} CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 409 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 30, 1863—6.35 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis, Mo.: 


General Hurlbut has been. placed in command of a column of 6,000 
men, to move from Helena against Price. The forces which you may 
send down will unite with Hurlbut’s corps, and be temporarily under his 
command. Telegraph to him your plans and how you can best co- 
operate. 

H. W. HALLEOCK, 
General-in- Chief. 


43 MeEmpaHis, July 30, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis: 


I send you telegrams received from General Davidson. I informed 
you that General Grant had added so much of his department in Ar- 
kansas as lies north of the river to thiscorps. The boundaries I cannot 
learn. Of course, I do not mean to interfere with your troops. I hold 
the infantry at Helena waiting orders, and shall -probably send Major- 
General Prentiss in charge of the expedition. If you consider David- 
son’s force alone sufficient, Prentiss will move on a different line. If 
they move together, Prentiss will, of course, command. 

Ss. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


on 


Saint Louis, Mo., July 30, 1863. - 
Major-General HURLBUT: 


Your dispatch of the 28th isreceived. My cavalry (about 5,000 strong) 
is now moving against Price from Southeastern Missouri. I have not 
heard from it for several days, and do not know how far it has ad- 
vanced nor where Price is. The infantry should move from Helena to 
Des Arc, on White River, and be met there by transports with supplies, 
under convoy of gunboats. I presume the line of operations from Des | 
Are wiil be to Little Rock. Ido not believe Price will give battle north 
of Little Rock. I will send down teams enough to supply the command 
from Helena to Des Are, and until communication can be established 
by White River. My cavalry division, under General Davidson, will, 
probably, join the infantry at Des Arc. I would like to see you per- 
sonally on the subject, and will meet you, as you suggest, at Cairo. 
Please inform me when you will be there. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., July 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. B. M. PRENTISS, 
Comdg. District of Eastern Arkansas, Helena, Ark.: 


GENERAL: You will at once proceed to open communication with 
Brig. Gen. J. W. Davidson, now at Wittsburg. You will take such 
force as you consider necessary, always leaving sufficient garrison at 
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Helena, and move them, by boat or otherwise, to Clarendon, on White 
River, from thence determining your point of attack on Little Rock or 
Jacksonport, as you consider advisable. Price is reported at Little 
Rock; Marmaduke at Jacksonport. , 

If the Arkansas is navigable, and likely to remain so, you will move 
your force by that river as high as you can safely proceed, and order Gen- 
eral Davidson to join you. In either event, you will establish a depot; | 
if on White River, at the point of Clarendon; if on the Arkansas, at 
the highest point of probable navigation. If transportation by water 
is Short, you will move by land, sending your depot supplies by water. 

See to it that you have abundant supplies of ammunition suitable to 
your several arms of service. You may either take command of the 
movement yourself or send General Kimball. I would prefer you 
taking command. With Davidson’s cavalry and your own artillery and 
infantry, you are very much an overmatch for anything you can meet. 
Cut off extra baggage without remorse, and load with nothing but 
necessaries. 

Your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


P. S.—Call on the Navy Department for gunboat protection. 


: Sarnt Louis, Mo., July 30, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EwineG, Kansas City: 

General Brown reports a concentration of rebels in Saline County, 
ander Jackman and Quantrill. General Brown wishes you to send a 
force from Lexington to co-operate with Major [G. W.] Kelly, at Mar- 
shall. Please do so, if practicable. 

_ By order of Major-General Schofield : 
C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Saint Lovis, Mo., July 30, 1863. 
General DAVIDSON, 
In the Field, via Bloomfield : 

The division of infantry and artillery which is to co-operate with you 
has been ordered up from Vicksburg, and is probably now at Helena. 
It may be some time yet before it will start for Des Are. If Price is at 
or near Jacksonport, as reported, in force, you will probably have to 
remain north of that place until the movement from Helena compels 
him to retreat. If Price has retreated, you may be able to move for- 
ward to Des Arc and open communication with Helena without waiting 
for the advance of the infantry. Do not let the enemy’s cavalry get in 
your rear. Colonel Harding reports it impossible to open the road 
across the swamp in any reasonable time, and, I believe, has abandoned 
the attempt. If you fail to connect with Helena, you will have to draw 
supplies from Bloomfield. How is it that I hear nothing from you? 
_ TL have not heard a word since you left Bloomfield. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
: Fort Blunt, O. N., July 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, | 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report to you the following facts 
relative to the situation of this command: 

Th my dispatch to you of the 26th instant, I informed you that— 

General Cooper was re-enforced on the evening of the battle of Honey Springs (the 
17th) by General Cabell, with 3,000 men and four pieces of artillery; that he refused 
to renew the fight, but retreated 25 miles during the night to the Canadian River. 

Since then he has been re-enforced by General Steele (formerly Cap- 
tain Steele, U.S. Army), with Texans, Choctaws, and Chickasaws; the 
number I have been unable to ascertain, but they appear bold and con- 
fident. General Steele is said to be incommand. They have advanced 
from the Canadian to the old battle-ground on Elk Creek, and their 
cavalry has been as far up as Coody’s Creek, 5 miles south of the Ar- 
kansas. On the 27th, a heavy cannonading was heard in their camp 
for two hours, which, i suppose, was to get the range of their guns upon 
certain points. Deserters from the rebel camp yesterday report that 
General [J. R.] Baylor is moving up from Red River, with 4,000 men and 
four pieces of artillery, to re-enforce Cooper and Steele. Union refugees 
from Texas, arrived yesterday, report the same facts, that at Bonham, 
on Red River, they saw 8,000 troops and eight pieces of artillery; that 
4,000 and four pieces of artillery moved in this direction, under Baylor, 
and was understood to be to re-enforce Cooper; the other 4,000 and four 
pieces went to Louisiana. 

My cavalry occupy the south side of the Arkansas River, and, if pos- 
sible, I shall hold the ford on the opposite side of the Arkansas, near 
the mouth of Grand River, until the arrival of the train (which is ex- 
pected in a few days) with ammunition, my supply here being nearly 
exhausted. I shall then cross all my available force and offer them 
battle on their own ground. ; 

I cannot muster over 3,000 men for duty, including Indians, to move 
against the enemy, leaving only the convalescents to garrison this post, 
while the rebel force (exclusive of Baylor’s force) is not less than 9,000. 
My artillery is also very poor; have not a rifled gun in the command. 

Deserters report that it is Steele’s intention to attack me here, if I 
do not move against him soon, but I prefer to be the attacking party, 
and shall defer a movement no longer than the arrival of the train with 
ordnance stores. The odds against me are large, but I shall endeavor 
to do the best I can with the handful of troops under my command. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 


Major-General. 


P. S—Spies have just returned from Fort Smith and Van Buren. 
They report only 300 troops at Fort Smith. Guerrilla bands are numer- 
ous in Southwestern Arkansas, hunting Union men who have fled to 
the mountains. Many of them have been compelled by starvation to 
come in, when they have been shot or hung. About 200 men have been 
murdered recently in this way in Washington, Crawford, and Sebastian 
Counties. In view of these facts, I beg to repeat the suggestion I made 
in a former letter, that the Arkansas troops, at least, be sent into the 
northwestern part of that State, to drive out the bands of rebel guer- 
rillas, and protect the few Union men that are left, and who are now 
starving in the mountains. 
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IN THE FIELD, July 30, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN McNEIL, 
Commanding District of Southwestern Missourt : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on receipt of your Special 
Orders of 26th instant, directing me to move against Coffee, I left New- 
tonia on the morning of the 28th, and marched in a southwesterly direc- 
tion, being satisfied, from information received on the evening of the 27th, 
that Coffee had gone south with Livingston’s men three days before. 
The opinion formed in my own mind was that he had taken quarters in 
the Cowskin Prairie region. To that point I directed my movements. 
My force was 240. I found my horses in bad condition for such a scout, 
a great number of my men being dismounted, and 125 were sent on with 
train, whose horses were unserviceable. Twelve miles out we run onto 
a notorious. bushwhacker named Stanly, killing him and capturing his 
horse and arms. Near the town-site of Rutledge we drew up at the 
house of one Hellner, who had a few days ago returned from Price’s 
army. He was on a commanding bluff, watching us; he was descried, 
and chased so closely that we captured his hat, bridle, and powder-horn. 
On searching the house, a large rebel mail was found, mainly directed 
to Price’s brigade, among which were found two letters touching on 
Coffee’s movements, &c., which I send you for the valuable information 
contained. The Springs spoken of in these letters are southwest of 
Pineville, some 20 miles. Guides can be had at Newtonia. I had one 
Hargrove, enrolling officer for McDonald County; also one Harman and 
Mayfield, of Enrolled Militia. Judge C. B. Walker, member of Legis- 
lature from McDonald County, at present a refugee in Newtonia, would 
be a most efficient and reliable guide, and is always willing to serve. 

Information obtained from the women, upon whose credulity the ad- 
vance guard often imposed themselves as friends of Coffee, was cor- 
roborative of the facts stated in these letters. Additional evidence of 
Coffee’s presence in that country is found in the impudent and insulting 
conduct of the women there, who always grow most insolent and out- 
spoken when emboldened by the presence of a rebel army. We biv- 
ouacked at night in Rutledge. There I learned from a woman, who 
seemed to know, that Coffee had moved up to White Rock Prairie, south 
of Pineville. Accordingly I moved early across to Pineville, 7 miles, 
and there learned that a scout of about 100 of Coffee’s men had on Mon- 
day been in White Rock Prairie, but had gone back. I was then 20 
miles from his camp, with a greatly inferior force, and no means of in- 
creasing it. My men were out of rations; in fact, had been out for one 
day. We did not have any rations in camp when we started. There 
is nothing to eat in that country. It is the very impersonation of pov- 
erty and desolation. I was, therefore, compelled to wend my way back 
and to lay the facts before you for your action. Iam now on Oliver’s 
Prairie, and shall leave to-morrow morning en route for the Central Dis- 


trict. I exceedingly regret that we did not have a “set-to” with Coffee. 


He is an old acquaintance of ours. We want to pay him back for the 
Lone Jack advancement. My judgment is that 500 men can whip Coffee; 
and, furthermore, I will say that his line of retreat is through Cane 
Hill. <A force sent through Burtonville to take him in rear while one 
attacks him on the north, would insure his overthrow. I, however, 
submit the facts, and leave your better judgment to make the proper 
use of them. : . 
With much respect, your obedient servant, 
JNO. F. PHILIPS, 
Colonel Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 
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Hpgrs. FirtH MinirAry District oF MISSOURI, 
, Lexington, Mo., July 31, 1863. 
[Maj.] Gen. Jonn M. ScHOFIELD, 
Commanding the Department of the Missouri : 


GENERAL: I take the liberty of stating to you the condition of this 
immediate section, especially this county and post, and of making some 
suggestions, which I hope you will not regard otherwise than dictated 
alone by a wish to see the interests of the country promoted. At this 
time there are only about 100 men at this post, the body of the troops 
having been withdrawn to the border and to the State of Kansas. The 
troops here belong to Colonel McFerran’s regiment (First Missouri State 
Militia) and a company of Enrolled Militia. There are large supplies 
of commissary, quartermaster, and ordnance stores that require to be . 
protected, and the force at this place is too small even for that purpose. 
The Enrolled Militia belong to Saline and to Johnson Counties, and 
there is a strong necessity for all the forces of those counties to be kept 
at home, there being abundant service for them to perform there. Colo- 
nel McFerran’s regiment is scattered over some three or four counties, 
at some six or seven different posts, any one of which is too weak to 
guard the post, and at the same time to render efficient service in scout- 
ing the country, though, from what I can learn, there is really no ne- 
cessity for them there, as they report the country free from guerrillas, 
all of whom seem to have concentrated in the river counties. For some 
weeks past large forces have been reported in this and the adjoining 
_ counties of Johnson and Saline, and theft and murder are of daily oc- 
currence. Yet we are wholly powerless here to do anything for the 
relief of the neighborhood in which these outrages occur, by reason of 
the necessity which compels us to hold this post. The provost-marshal 
for this district is unable to proceed with the enrollment, for want of a 
sufficient military escort, and the civil business of the county is sus- 
pended because the sheriff cannot go out in the discharge of his official 
duties without a guard, which cannot be furnished him. Large bodies 
of these outlaws are gathering, and their numbers are being daily aug- 
mented by the impunity with which they commit their depredations, 
and the apparent inability both of the civil and military authorities to 
bring them to justice and punish them for their crimes. 

In view of these facts, I would most respectfully suggest that the First 
Regiment. Missouri State Militia be concentrated at this point and at 
Warrensburg, in Johnson County, from which points they could operate 
most favorably, and at the same time be able to protect the posts from 
any sudden attack which might be made, the danger of which at this 
time is imminent. ; 

I have had the honor of addressing General Ewing on this subject, 
but have had no reply from him. I therefore beg to call your attention 
to it as a matter, in my opinion, of much importance. 

I am, general, most respectfully, your friend and obedient servant, 

RICH’D C. VAUGHAN, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. Fifth Mil. Dist., Enrolled Missourt Militia. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., July 31, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, Commanding Expedition: 
GENERAL: You can have such supplies as you may wish sacked 
‘and ready to be carried in packs by sending for them, and stating the 
amounts you require, 
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Maj. Gen. F. Steele has been appointed by General Grant to the com- 
mand of the forces in the Arkansas expedition to start from Helena. I 
have directed General Prentiss, and General Steele as soon as he ar- 
rived at Helena, to open communication with you, and to rendezvous 
at Clarendon, making that point the temporary points of supply for the 
entire expedition; thence to move in conjunction with you upon Little 
Rock. He will have 6,000 good infantry and four batteries. I have 
also directed him to ascertain whether the Arkansas is navigable, and, 
if so, to select some proper point on that river as his future base of sup- 
plies. The extreme dryness of the country between Clarendon and 
Little Rock will render it necessary that trains in passing it should be 
as light as possible. I am very happy to have ascertained your where- 

-abouts, but regret that you did not find it practicable to strike Jackson- 
port on your way down. 

A movement upon Little Rock will undoubtedly call Marmaduke’s 
force down to join Price, and your force, united with the infantry from 
Helena, is more than sufficient to punish severely all the possible force 
in Arkansas. 

So much of the Department of the Tennessee as is north of the Ar- 
kansas River has, by General Grant, been attached to this corps (the 
Sixteenth). The boundaries are very undefined, but I very confidently 
rely upon the abandonment of all minor considerations and a full co- 

' operation of the two commands. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., July 31, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, Helena, Ark. : 


GENERAL: Maj. Gen. U.S. Grant having assigned you to the com- 
mand of the expedition against Price from Helena, has also desired me 
to give you instructions. I learn from Davidson, who is now at Witts- 
burg, that the rebel force has divided. Seven regiments of infantry 
and some cavalry under Marmaduke have established themselves at 
Jacksonport. Price, with the remainder of the force, is at Little Rock, 
fortifying. I cannot estimate Price’s command at more than 6,000 or 
7,000 men. - This I think a full estimate, unless he has been re-enforced 
by Kirby Smith, which I doubt. Davidson himself has about 5,000 
mounted men. With Kimball’s division, and such as can be taken from 
the Helena command, you will have 5,000 infantry and four batteries. 
The union of the two forces will give you a command competent to crush 
out the entire rebel force in Arkansas. Davidson is about to move for 
Clarendon, on White River, a point easily accessible by boats at present 
stage of water. This should be the point of rendezvous for the entire 
force, and the temporary depot of supplies. If the Arkansas is in 
navigable stage, another point as high up as you can arrive with boats 
should be selected as a future depot. These questions must be in- 
trusted to you to determine from better local knowledge than I can have 
since the short period to which I have been assigned to this duty. I am 
informed that the country between Clarendon and Little Rock is one of 
extreme difficulty, principally for lack of water and the peculiarly flinty 
character of the surface rock. In this view, if a route nearer the Arkan- 
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sas River, and crossing the heads of its small tributaries, exists, it would 
be advisable to follow it. Wagons to be used should be overhauled thor- 
oughly, and horses and mules new and well shod. Nothing should be 
taken; baggage can be done without. If there is deficiency in supply 
trains, they can be furnished from this place. A movement on Little 
Rock will probably cause Marmaduke to fall back from Jacksonport, or 
Price may abandon that point, unite with Marmaduke, and strike rapidly 
for Missouri. It is the desire of the General-in-Chief that the country 
north of the Arkansas be cleared, and our south lines established on 
that river. I shall see General Schofield at Cairo in a very few days, 
before you can get ready, and will confer with you as soon thereafter as 
possible. 
Your obedient servant, 
8S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


Absiract from return of the Department of the Missouri, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield com- 
manding, for the month of July, 1863; headquarters Saint Louis, Mo. 


Present for =| e g Pieces of 
duty. g CW ve artillery. 
2 | ae | 4 
=m ale a 
Command. | 2g 23 oq 
s By sp 
z sy ee |S ; 
ele leee be de ee nae tee 
s 2 £0 bp 80 e | Ss 
| a |} 4/4/44 || a 
Department staff (Saint Louis, Mo.) ......--..... 4S ieencees 14 14 AN eo celuee ae 
District of Saint Louis, Brig. Gen. William K. opie aac ca eee 
Strong: 2 
Staff (Saint Lowis, Mo.) .-.....---2-.i-scceee- Lot sceonees 13 13 OF aon eee 
Post of Saint Lonis, Col. Henry Almstedt....) 69} 1,417] 2,434 | 2,948] 3,182 32 5 
Benton Barracks, Col. B. L. E. Bonneville.-..} 27] 1,051] 2,641 | 8,283 | 3,674 |.-...-/...... 
Victoria, Mo., Col. John F. Tyler............. 26 602 665 724 27 \anemslbcoues 
Total District of Saint Louis ....-....------ 135 | 3,070| 5,753| 6,968| 7,593| 32|\ 5 


District of Southeastern Missouri, Brig. Gen. 
Clinton B. Fisk: 
BAL LO AOD IMO) is om oi eenm canned asain 2 
Pilot Knob, Mo., Col. Robert R. Livingston..| 57 | 1,045 | 1,432] 1,930! 1,907 9 
Cape Girardeau, Col. John B. Rogers.....-..-| 27 2 
New Madrid (reports direct to headquarters) - . 33 668 822 | 1,774 Ab Nees 


Be eMC ee tata retin tase scabs asecaaeeliesn els aarensclncndueut|ate<-aee SL eons ecu 

Total District of Southeastern Missouri ...| 119} 2,588] 3, 524 5,537 | 4, 983 9 na 
District of Rolla, Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies: NA so et 

RAO OOMGEO NEG, Ween op cig ead cea cienawes annisas ace Sites 8 8 Cul laua nw hecneae 

WrOpDS AUAONW eee arricnnscecsas<csensescnaasa 19 508 652 830 708 4 11 

Troops at other points .....-.....-.---------- 30 723 977 | 1,452 | 1,620 }...... 2" 
Total District of Rolla .....- De a Ne 57 | 1,231] 1,637| 2,290| 2,236| 4/ 43 

° Seer eee ee 


Cavalry Division,* Brig. Gen. John W. Davidson: 
Staff (no station given) ---.-.-.--------- ¢ 
First Brigade, Col. Lewis Merrill --.---. 
Second Brigade, Col. John M. Glover . 


Reserve Brigade, Col. Henry C. Caldwell . ral 
Total Cavalry Division........--...----+--- 


District of Southwestern Missouri, Brig. Gen. 
John McNeil: 


uate. (Sprinp tel, MO.) .<ccssiae a> evadwcensa CAT 4 5 Bees aoe eee 
inet (U.S. Volunteers), Maj. Hugh J. 28 678 942 | 1,263 | 1,261 |.-..... 14 
amp bell. 
Cassville (U. S. Volunteers), Col. James M. 28 625 BAO. S75 0-15 B78) tae lactam 
Johnson. 


* Division included in return of Southeastern Missouri last month. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, §-c.—Continued. 


—____— 


—ae 


Present for| # a ‘4 Pieces of 
duty. | 3@ 2 Ls artillery. 
2 ee | 3 
iia anes a big 
Command. 2 re eS E 
: Ss Sr Shae e 
a 2 oA 3) B % 
3 | Ep fh * bp ee 
a ® ap op & ® — 
a 4 | 4 4 m | & 
District of Southwestern Missouri, Brig. Gen. 
John McNeil—Continued. 
Enrolled Missouri Militia (in the field), Brig. 66°} 1,158)|° 1,.250.-): 4,545.) 1, 530". eels sec 
Gen. Colly B. Holland. ; 
Missouri State Militia (Newtonia, Spring- 98} 1,850 | 2,226] 2,572) 2,454 |......|...... 
field, &c.). 
Total District of Sonthwestern Missouri...| 219} 4,311] 5,281 | 6,760] 6,621 |.-..-. 14 
District of Central Missouri, Brig. Gen. Egbert i Ss 
B. Brown: 
Staff (Jefferson City, Mo.). .-...... --.------- Gi SSee eae 6 6 Gil teaches 
KLroopa in Gistrictiocs cee sccn ass ceeeeoeeme ee 25 530 649 992} 1, 868 }s.c.<. 4 
Total District of Central Missouri--.....-.. 31 530 655 998 | “I, 874 |....-- 4 
District of Northern Missouri, Col. Odon Guitar: chee cnet % : ‘ 
Of Serta ote. eh aw cisiets cae Ibias sare elke eitenicralaeee Oil o sae ec enfin sje al ge Gly nami etches creme ene 
eURTOOPS IP GIStLICH a. m= meee oes cosh acecens 30 628 802 878 8793 eeee tears 
Total District of Northern Missouri. ......) 36| 628| 808) 884) 9885 |......|...... 
District of the Frontier, Brig. Gen. James G. Blunt es Lanes 
(Fort Scott, Kans.) : 
District staff and brigade band.....-...-..... vf 14 21 25 S8: tourola|oeeeee 
Fort Scott, Kans., Maj. Charles W. Blair ..-. 14 | 305 363 522 675 4 1 
Fort Blunt, C. N., Col. William R. Judson | 1388] 3,547.) 4,500 | 5,204] 4,079 |.....- 16 
(in the field). . 
Escorting trains to Fort Blunt .............-. 35 603 903 | 1,383 98)" | css. 2 
Total District of the Frontier...-......-... 194 | 4,469] 5,787] 7,184 | 5,768 4 19 
District of the Border, Brig. Gen. Thomas Ew- ro 
ing, jr.: 
Staff (Kansas City, Mo.) ......... 8 
TTOOMSUN CistLiClicwake see an = seas acu eaamec es 94 
Total District of the Border .........-..... 
Post of Alton, Il, Col. George W. Kincaid...... Be a Ry 7 ae? a I FR 
dais of Nebraska, Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Mc- ; ie aus ch pain 
ean : 
Staff (Omaha, Nebr.) .o. 005 bese cn canehwcwcr nce £90 ees Stn 8 8 O15 swims eee ere 
‘LOOPS im GistGt a ccaas cong eeeles = uote ceeee ox 9 184 249 292 OSL Sacks 8 
Total District of Nebraska...........00+--- 17| 184] 257| 300| 700 |...... 8 
District of Colorado, Col. John M. Chivington oe ins ee 
(Denver, Colo.): 
SDLOOPS Inc CUIShUCtie aes. sees eae esa 33 585 83615-2905 10S Naeeee 10 
Recruiting parties in district 4 57 68 po RS IA SCRE Sea 
Total District of Colorado ..........------- 37 642 904 | 1,878| 1,198 |....; 210 
RECAPITULATION. . 
Department Stott a. oo ve oe een ecendsmanenecenen aE A eat aera 14 14 Wa: | ese alan ei 
District of Saint Louis. .-.. fn teens cee e eee eee eens 135 | 3,070 | 5,753) 6,968 | 7,593 32 5 
District of Southeastern Missouri ............... 119 | 2,588 | 38,524} 5,537] 4,983 9 4 
Dis(iGh Ol Oly oak. > seseane orb slusweneewtaes 87 | 1,281] 1,637 | 2,200 | 2,936 | 4] 4B 
CavaltysDIVISION vsiveck. sims don cigcits dancin mews wo 235 | 5,054] 6,154] 7,719] 7,328 |...... 16 
District of Southwestern Missouri........-..-... 219 | 4,311} 5,281 | 6,760 | 6,621 |...... 14 
District of Central Missouri ...........--...-.-.. 31 530 655 998 | 1874) ies 2 4 
District of Northern Missouri ..........-.....005 36 628 808 884 SBR Lelia cea 
District of the Frontier.........-...... -| 194 | 4,469 | 5,787 | 7,134] 5,768 4 19 
District of the Border ......-.. -| 102] 2,546] 3,102 | 3,935 | 2, 967 10 6 
PW Liccrotyd GUMS ei Se e 34 611 700 A: PAR PRPS bites lel ts scensy SN 
District of Nebraska wee. scm. ee--csctidee reece 17 184 257 300 700 8 
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aS ay troops in the Department of the Missouri, commanded by 
Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, July 31, 1863. 


’ DISTRICT OF SAINT LOUIS, MO. 


Brig. Gen.. WILLIAM K. STRONG. 


Benton Barracks, Mo. 
Col. BENJAMIN L. E. BONNEVILLE, 


9th Wisconsin (one aera Ty: stragglers 
and recruiting party. 

Paroled men, Lieut. Col. Harvey Graham. 

General hospital, Surg. Ira Russell. 


Victoria, Mo. 


1st Missouri State Militia Infantry, Col. 
John F. Tyler. 


Post of Saint Louis, Mo. 
Col, Henry ALMSTEDT. 


10th Kansas (ten companies), Maj. Henry 
. Williams. 

9th Wisconsin (nine companies), Maj. 
Herman Schluter. 

11th Missouri Cavalry (five companies), 
Col. William D. Wood. 

2d Missouri Light Artillery (nine com- 
panies), Lieut. Col. Joseph Wey- 
demeyer. 


DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI. 


Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. Fisk. | 


New Madrid, Mo. 
Col. CHESTER HARDING, Jr. 


101st Illinois (six companies), Lieut. Col. 

Jesse T. Newman. 

24th Missouri (seven companies), Col. 
James K. Mills. 

25th Missouri, Companies A to K, Maj. 
Frederic C. Nichols. 

6th Missouri Cavalry, Company L, Lieut. 
Joseph W. Cormack. 


Pilot Knob, Mo. 
Col. RoBERT R. LIVINGSTON. 


3d Colorado (four companies), Capt. Ezra 
W. Kingsbury. 

Ist Nebraska, Capt. Henry H. Ribble. 

3d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Col. 
Richard G. Woodson. 

Peoria Battery (1st section), Lieut. Her- 
man Borris. 


Centreville, Mo. 


3d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Capt. 
Hiram A. Rice. 


Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
Col. Joun B. RoGers. 


2d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Lient. 
Col. Hiram M. Hiller. 
6th Missouri Cavalry, 2d Battalion, Maj. 
Samuel Montgomery.* 
2d Missouri Artillery, Battery D, Lieut. 


ohn Zepp. ° 
2d Missouri Artillery (part of three 
companies), Capt. Frederick W. 
Fuchs. 
2d Missouri Artillery (section of Battery 
, Lieut. Van Buren S. Reber. 
Invalid Corps, Capt. William F. Boden- 


amer. 
Invalid Corps, Lieut. Edwin A. Dunham. 
Bailey’s Station, Mo. 


3d Missouri State Militia Cavalry (de- 
tachment), Capt. George W. Hum- 
mel. 


Fredericktown, Mo. 


3d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Capt. 
William T, Hunter. 


DISTRICT OF ROLLA. 


Brig. Gen. THomas A. Davins. 


Post of Rolla, Mo. 
Lieut. Col. QUIN MORTON. 
27th Missouri, Company H, Lieut. John | 2d Wisconsin Cavalry, Companies A, D, 


Keis 
5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


Miller 
panies K, L, and M, Capt. William | 3d Indiana ‘Battery, Capt. 


Flentz. 


. and K, Lieut. Col. William H. 


James M. 
Cockefair. 

lst Missouri Light Artillery, Battery L, 
Capt. Frank Backof. 


* Reported at Cape Girardean and New Madrid. 
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Camp Prentiss, near Rolia, Mo. 
23d Missouri, Col. William P. Robinson. 


Houston, Mo. 


5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies B, F, and G, Capt. Richard 
Murphy. 


MO., ARK., KANS., IND. 


T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


Salem, Mo. 


5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies C and D, Capt. Samuel B. 
Richardson. 


Waynesville, Mo. 


5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies A, E, and H, Maj.Waldemar 
Fischer. 


FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Jonn W. Davipson. 
Escort. 
1st Missouri Cavalry, Company I, Capt. Albert P. Peabody. 


First Brigade. 
_ Col, Lewis MERRILL. 
1st Missouri Cavalry, Maj. Henry J. Stier- 


lin. 
‘2d Missouri Cavalry, Maj. Garrison Har- 


er; 

7th Missouri Cavalry, Maj. Milton H. 
Brawner. 

8th Missouri Cavalry, Col. Washington F. 
Geiger. 

Battery M, 2d Missouri Artillery, Capt. 
Gustave Stange. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. JoHN M. GLOVER. 


10th Illinois Cavalry, Col. Dudley Wick- 
_ ersham. s Sate 
1st Iowa Cavalry, Col. James O. Gower. 
3d Missouri Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Thomas 
G. Black. 
25th Ohio Battery, Capt. Julius L. Had- 
. ley. 


Reserve Brigade. 
° Lieut. Col. HENRY C. CALDWELL. 


3d Colorado, Capt. Galen G. Norton. 
32d Iowa, Maj. Gustavus A. Eberhart. 
13th Illinois Cavalry, Maj. Lothar Lippert. 
3d Iowa Cavalry, Capt. Benjamin F. Crail. 
. Battery K, 2d Missouri Light Artillery, Lieut. T. S. Clarkson. 
Pontoon Battalion, Capt. Sampson P. Barris. 


DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI. 


Brig. Gen. JoHN MCNEIL. 


Cassville, Mo. 
Col. James M. JoHNSON. 


1st Arkansas, Lieut. Col. Elhanon J. 
Searle. 

1st Arkansas Cavalry (seven companies), 
Cant. Jesse M. Gilstrap. 

2d Indiana Battery, 1st and 2d Sections, 
Lieut. William W. Haines. 


Fourth Military District Enrolled Missouri 
Militia. 


Brig. Gen. Cotty B. HoLuanp. 


26th Enrolled Missouri Militia Infantry 
ous company), Capt. Morgan 


Kelly. 
6th Provisional Enrolled Missouri Mili- 
tia (eight companies), Col. Henry 
Sheppard. 
7th Provisional Enrolled Missouri Mili- 
tia (eight companies), Col. John D. 
Allen. 


Springfield, Mo. 
Maj. Hueu J. CAMPBELL. 


18th Iowa, Capt. William M. Duncan. 
Ist Arkansas Cavalry (five companies), 
Col. M. La Rue Harrison. 
2d Kansas Cavalry, Companies A, C, and 
D, Capt. Samuel J. Crawford. 
1st Arkaysas Battery, Capt. Denton D. 


Stark. 
2d Indiana Battery, Lieut. Hugh Espey. 
Missouri State Militia. 


6th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (eleven 
companies), Col. Edwin C. Cather- 


wood. 
7th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (eight 
companies), Col. John F. Philips. 
8th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (twelve 
companies), Col. Joseph J, Gravely. 
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CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 


Brig. Gen. Eaprert B. Brown. 


Jefferson City, Mo. 


4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies A and D, Col. John Pound, 
Enrolled Missouri Militia. 


Marshall, Mo. 


- 4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


panies B and E, Maj. George W. 
Kelly. 


Versailles, Mo. 


6th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
~ pany D, Capt. Samuel E. Turner. 


Sedalia, Mo. 


4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies A and F, Col. Geo. H. Hall. 
Missouri State Militia Light Artillery, 1st 
Battery, Capt. Charles H. Thurber. 


Warsaw, Mo. 
7th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


Sai E, F, G, and H, Maj. Henry 
ness, J 


DISTRICT OF NORTHERN MISSOURI. 


Brig. Gen. ODON GUITAR. 
9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Daniel M. Draper. 


DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER. 
Maj. Gen. JAmMEs G. BLUNT. 


Fort Blunt, C. N. 
Col. WitL1AM R. JUDSON. 


2d Colorado (six companies), Maj. J. 
Nelson Smith. 
1st Indian (ten companies), Lieut. Col. 
George Dole. 
2d Indian (ten companies), Lieut. Col. 
Fred W. Schaurte. 
1st Kansas (colored) (ten companies), 
Lieut. Col. John Bowles. 
3d Indian Home Guards, Capt. Alex- 
ander C. Spilman. 
6th Kansas Cavalry (five companies), 
Lieut. Col. William T. Campbell. 
9th Kansas Cavalry, Company C, Capt. 
John E. Stewart. 
14th Kansas Cavalry, Companies A and B. 
3d Wisconsin Cavalry (six companies), 
Capt. Edward R. Stevens. 
2d Kansas Battery (two sections), Lieut. 
Aristarchus Wilson. 
Hopkins’ battery (two sections), Capt. 
Henry Mopkins. 


Fort Scott, Kans. 
Maj. CHARLES W. BLalIR. 


12th Kansas, Companies B, E, and F. 
homas H. Kennedy. 
9th Kansas Cavalry, Company D, Capt. 
Willoughby Doudna. 


Maj. 


3d Wisconsin Cavalry, Company D, 
Lieut. John Crites. 
2d Kansas Battery (right section), 


Lieut. Daniel C. Knowles. 
Escorting Trains to Fort Blunt. 


13th Kansas (ten companies), Col. Thomas 
M. Bowen. 

6th Kansas Cavalry, Companies D, E, G, 
and K, Maj. George W. Veale. 

3d Wisconsin Cavalry (four companies), 
Maj. Elias A. Calkins. 


DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 


Brig. Gen. THomas Ewina, Jr. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
Capt. GrorGEe F. Eart. 


lith Kansas Cavalry, Companies B and C, 
Capt. Martin Anderson. 
12th Kansas Infantry, Company G, Capt. 
Ezekiel Bunn. ] 
9th Kansas Cavalry, Company H, Lieut. 
James Crane. 


Independence, Mo. 


11th Kansas Cavalry, Companies I and—, 
Capt. Jacob G. Rees. 
4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany M, Lieut. John Cross, 


Germantown, Afo. 


Ist Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies F, G, and H, Maj. Alexan- 
der W. Mullins. 
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Council Grove, Kans. 


2d Colorado, Company F, Capt. Lyman 
D. Rouell. 


Paola, Kans. 


12th Kansas Infantry, Company C, Capt. 
Nick. L. Benter. 


Trading Post, Kans. 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Company F, Capt. 
Benjamin F. Goss. 


Aubrey, Kans. 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Company K, Capt. 
Joshua A. Pike. 

11th Kansas Cavalry, Company D, Capt. 
Jerome Kunkel. 


En route from Fort Riley. 


11th Kansas Cavalry, Company #, Lieut. 
Charles Drake. 


Warrensburg, Mo. 


{st Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies C, I, and K, Capt. Milton 
Burris. 


Harrisonville, Mo. 
Capt. JOHN T. BLAKE. 


6th Kansas, Company I. 

Ist Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany B, Capt. Wm. H. Folmsbee. 

Ath Missouri State Militia, Company K, 
Lieut. Richard C. Anderson. 


Napoleon, Mo. 


11th Kansas Cavalry, Company H, Lieut. 
John W. Ridgway. 


Fort Larned, Kans. 
Col. Jusst H. LEAVENWORTH. 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Company I, Lieut. 
Matthew Cowley. 
12th Kansas Infantry, Company H, Capt. 
James W. Parmetar. 
9th Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Watson D. 
Crocker. 


Westport, Mo. 
Maj. Linn K. THAcHER. 


5th Kansas Cavalry, Company M, Capt. 
William H. Lindsey. 

6th Kansas Cavalry, Company B, Capt. 
Elijah E. Harvey. 

9th Kansas Cavalry, Company L, Lieut. 
John I. Delashmutt, 

Battery Missouri State Militia (1st Sec- 
tion), Lieut. Albert Wachsman. 


KANS., IND. 


{ 


t., AND DEPT. N. W. 


{(CHap. XXXIV. 
Lexington, Mo. 


Col. JAMES McFERRAN. 


ist Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany L, Capt. Horace B. Johnson. 


Taberville, Mo. 
Ist Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies A, D, and E, Capt. Joseph 
H. Little. 
Olathe, Kans. 


12th Kansas Infantry, Company D, Capt. 
George W. Ashby. 


Mound City, Kans. 


12th Kansas Infantry, Company K, Lieut. 
Peter J. Miserez. 


Coldwater Grove, Kans. 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Company E,- Capt. 
Henry Flesher. 


Wellington, Mo. 


Ist Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany M, Capt. William V. McGee. 


Léavenworth City, Kans. 


11th Kansas Cavalry, Company I, Capt. 
Lewis D. Joy. 


Litile Santa Fé, Mo. 
9th Kansas Cavalry, Company D, Capt. 
Charles F. Coleman. : 
4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies C and J, Capt. Wilson L. 
Parker. 
Pleasant Hill, Mo. 
11th Kansas Cavalry, Company A, Capt. 
Henry E. Palmer. 
4th Missouri State Militia, Companies G 
and H, Capt. Abram B. Van Sickle, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans. ° 
Col. CHarLus W. ADAMS. 
6th Kansas my Company M, Capt. 


Jo 
12th Renae Infantry, Companies A and I, 
Capt. Joseph T. Gordon. 


Fort Riley, Kans. 
Capt. EpMuND G. Ross. 


Alth Kansas, Company G, Capt. Nathan. 
jel A, ” Adams. 


— 
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POST OF ALTON, ILL. 


37th Iowa, Col. George W. Kincaid. 


DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA. 


Brig. Gen. Toomas J. McKean. 


Fort Kearny, Nebr. 
Lieut. Col. Wint1am F. Sapp. 


2d Nebraska Cavalry, Companies B, C, 
and D, Capt. Roger T. Beall.’ 


Detachments on Telegraph Line. 


11th Ohio Cavalry (two companies), Maj. 


Thomas L. Mackey.* 


Fort Laramie, Wyo. 


‘Lith a Cavalry, Companies A and C, 


Maj. Thomas L. Mackey.* 
Fort Halleck, Idaho. 


9th Kansas fee Company B, Capt. 
Asaph Allen ; 


DISTRICT OF COLORADO. 


Col. JoHN M. CHIVINGTON. 


Fort Lyon, Colo. 
Maj. Scotr J. ANTHONY. 


2d Colorado Infantry, Company K, 
Lieut. Frederick A. Spencer. 

1st Colorado Cavalry, Company F, Lieut. 
Solon N. Ackley. 

9th Wisconsin Battery, Lieut. Henry A. 
Hicks. 


Camp Weld, Colo. 


3d Colorado Infantry, Company F, Lieut. 
David R. Wright. 


1st Colorado Cavalry, Company H, Capt. 


George L. Sanborn. 
1st Colorado Battery, Lieut. Horace W. 
Baldwin. 


Camp Collins, Colo. 


1st Colorado Cavalry, Company B, Lieut. 


Frank Murrell. 


Fort Garland, Colo. 


Ist Colorado Cavalry (two companies), 
Capt. Joseph C. Davidson. 


Camp Fillmore, Colo. 


1st Colorado Cavalry, Company L, Capt. 
William H. Backus. 


On Indian Expedition. 


ist Colorado Cavalry (four companies), 
Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop. 


In Middle Park, Colo. 


1st Colorado Cavalry, Company D, Capt. 
Jacob P. Bonesteel. 


RECRUITING PARTIES WITHIN THE DISTRICT. 


Camp Weld, Colo. 


1st Een eeey Capt. William D. 
McL 
3d Pilar Tatshiry, Lieut. John Castle. 


Central, Nebr. 
2d Colorado Infantry, Capt. John Hall. 


3d Colorado Infantry, Lieut. W. H. H. 
Wagener. 


Denver, Colo. 


2d Colorado Infantry, Lieut. Robert O. 
Rizer. 

3d Colorado Infantry, Lient. J. L. Bailey. 

3d Colorado Infantry, Lieut. Alexander 
H. Sockman. 


* Transferred to District of Colorado, per Special Orders, No. 195, Department of the 


Missouri, July 19, 1863. 
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Absiract from returns of troops in the District of Eastern Arkansas, Maj. Gen. Benjamin 
M. Prentiss, U. S. Army, commanding, for July, 1863; headquarters Helena, Ark. 


Present for a = a 
uty. 2 Q. a 
S a4 | 
a aS FAs 
f DQ b 
; Command. 2 ga ae 
3 as SSE 
a oD Shr = 
8 ze | ge | 3 
8 A Sp Shad 8 
oO ep) eo ae 
8 | <{ 4 a 
District headquarters>. ------..<~- 02-3 02o- sess sene-eeeeesecee- Bases eae |e: ORB enol a errs 
Thirteenth Division, Sixteenth Army Corps (Salomon)..-.--.... 169 | 2,838} 4,400 | 6,292 21 
Provisional Division (Kimball) .....-.......2---22-0-ee-eeeeeeeee 222 | 3,930 | 6,148) 8,137 6 


rT USED RON) RIE Sileaes Wel wr NR re hg 309 | 6,768 | 10,556 | 14,437| 27 


Troops in the District of Eastern Arkansas, Maj. Gen. Benjamin M. Pren- 
tiss, U. S. Army, commanding, July 31, 1863. 


THIRTEENTH DIVISION, SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS.* 
’ Brig. Gen. FREDERICK SALOMON. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. WitL1AM E. McL3EAn. Col. SamurEL A. RICE. 


43d Indiana, Lieut. Col. John C. Major. | 29th Iowa, Col. Thomas H. Benton, jr. 
35th Missouri, Capt. Elisha Vanderpool. | 33d Iowa, Capt. Andrew J. Comstock, 
28th Wisconsin, Maj. Calvert C. White. | 36th Iowa, Col. Charles W. Kittredge. 
33d Missouri, Lieut. Col. William H. 
Heath. 


Cavalry.t 
Col. POWELL CLAYTON. 


1st Indiana, Maj. Julian D. Owen. 
Sth Kansas, Lieut. Col. Wilton A. Jenkins. 


Artillery. 


1st Missouri, Battery K, Capt. Stillman’ O. Fish. 
3d Iowa Battery, Capt. Mortimer M. Hayden. 
5th Ohio Independent Battery, Lieut. Anthony B. Burton. 


PROVISIONAL DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. NATHAN KIMBALL. 
First Brigade.t Second Brigade. 
Col. WitL1AM H, GRavaus. Col. JONATHAN RICHMOND. 


43d Illinois, Capt. Samuel Shimminger. | 18th Illinois, Col. Daniel H. Brush. 
61st Illinois, Lieut. Col. Simon P. Obr. 54th Iinois, Lieut. Col. Augustus H. 
106th Illinois, Maj. John M. Hart. . Chapman. 
12th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Dwight May.| 126th Illinois, Maj. William W. Wilshire, 
22d Ohio, Lieut. Col. Homer Thrall. 
*Transferred from Thirteenth to Sixteenth Army Corps, under General Orders, 
Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, July 29. 
tTemporarily attached to Thirteenth Division, July 7, 1863. 
+ Transferred from Snyder’s Bluff, Miss., to Helena, Ark., July 28-31. 


Sa ae 
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Third Brigade.* 


Col. Mitton MonTGOMERY. 
40th Iowa, Col. John A. Garrett. 
3d Minnesota, Lieut. Col. Christopher C. Andrews, 


25th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Samuel J. Nasmith. 
27th Wisconsin, Col. Conrad Krez. 


Artillery. 
llth Ohio Battery, Capt. Frank C. Sands. 


Saint Louis, Mo., August 1, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C:: 


Your dispatch of the 30th is received. I am in communication with 
General Hurlbut on the subject. General Davidson, with his cavalry 
division, is at Wittsburg, on the Saint Francis, ready to co-operate. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Lovis, August 1, 1863. 


Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, 
Wittsburg, Ark. : 


Your dispatches of the 28th and 29th are received. If Marmaduke is 
at or near Jacksonport, you should move against him at once. The 
movement you purpose via Clarendon will leave him free to make a 
raid into Missouri, which he will be sure to make. He conld do us 
great damage, and then escape in spite of you. It will not do to leave 
him so far in your rear. 

General Hurlbut has been ordered to organize and direct the expedi- 
tion from Helena. He informs me that General Prentiss will go in 
“command. The column will, I presume, move via Olarendon or Des 
Are. You will report to General Prentiss or other officer in command, 
if he be your Senior, and act under his orders, as soon as you shall have 
disposed of Marmaduke so as to protect Missouri from a raid. This 
order is in pursuance of instructions from the General-in-Chief. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


Saint Lours, August 1, 1863. 
General DAVIDSON, Wittsburg, Ark.: 


I have ordered back from Cubat to Daltont and all the men belong- 
ing to your division, a and will send them to Brussels.t 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


* Organized June 5 at Satartia, Miss. Transferred from Snyder’s Bluff, Miss., to 
Helena, Ark., July 27-30. 
t Cipher words not understood. 
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Saint LOvIS, August 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, Memphis, Tenn. : 


Your dispatch of the 30this received. If it is true that Marmaduke 
is still at Jacksonport with his cavalry, General Davidson should move 
against him without delay; otherwise Marmaduke will be free to make 
a raid into Missouri. Davidson is strong enough to cope with all the 
rebel cavalry in Arkansas. 

General Prentiss, I presume, will move, via Clarendon or Des Are, 
against Price, who is said to be near Little Rock. 

I will order General Davidson to report to General Prentiss as soon 
as the enemy’s movements shall render it advisable for them to act 
together. 

; J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


CAMP NEAR L’ANGUILLE RIVER, 
Crowley’s Ridge, Ark., August 1, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee: 


Siz: I have moved this far on a plan of operations adopted by Gen- 
eral Schofield, commanding Department of the Missouri, and shall now 
proceed to White River, to throw a bridge across at Clarendon. I ask 
the co-operation of two or more gunboats at that point, as my force 
is all cavalry. I have six thousand sabers. My latest information is 
that Marmaduke’s cavalry is near Jacksonport, across the river; that 
Price’s infantry division is part at Searcy and part at Des Arc; that 
Holmes is at Little Rock, with but few troops, and that the rebels are 
preparing to move into Texas. I think they should be pursued with 
rapidity. I don’t know whether I come under your orders or not. If 
I do, if I cannot command the expedition by reason of rank, at least 
give me the advance. 

I am, most respectfully, yours, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
= ae 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., August 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 


Commanding Department of the Tennessee: 


GENERAL: Major-General Steele has reported to me from Helena. 
I have directed him to take all the effective force of Kimball’s division 
and 2,000 men from Helena garrison, open communications with David- 
son, now at Madison, and establish a junction at Clarendon ; thence to 
move on Little Rock, where Price is reported to be. Marmaduke is at 
Jacksonport. I have also directed him to establish a temporary depot 
of supplies at Clarendon, to which access is easy by White River, and, 
if the Arkansas is navigable at this time, to seize another point on that 
river below Little Rock for a second depot. The country from Helena. 
to Clarendon is reported to be utterly desolate and exceedingly dry. I 
have directed General Steele to ascertain if it be practicable by land; 
and, if so, to march the troops and send supplies, &c., round by the 
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river. Upon uniting at Clarendon, the force will be over 10,000 men, 
5,000 of whom will be mounted—more than enough to meet the entire 
force in Arkansas. 

I think the occupation of Little Rock will be simply a question of 
marching, and the holding of it merely a question of supplies. It is 
evidently the intention of the General-in-Chief to hold the line of the 
Arkansas River, which again depends upon the water. 

I take this occasion to remind you that several important court- 
martial [records] are in your hands, and to ask their return. 

Your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBOUT, 


Major-General. 


JEFFERSON Ciry, Mo., August 1, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

Major Kelly has had a fight with the guerrillas in Saline County, and 
driven them about 5 miles. There are about 500 in all; but a junction 
has been prevented between those that crossed the Missouri River and 
the force on this side. General Ewing should send a force southeast 
from Lexington. Kelly is still in pursuit. The movement of the enemy 


is of some importance. 
E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpges. 4TH MILITARY DIsT., ENROLLED MISsoURI MILITIA, 

Springfield, Mo., August 2, 1863. 

Capt. C. G. LAURANT, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Springfield, Mo.: 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report, for the in- 
formation of the general commanding the District of Southwestern 
Missouri. Scouts sent to Arkansas by Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, com- 
manding Second Battalion Sixth Provisional Regiment Enrolled Mis- 
souri Militia, at Ozark, Mo., make the following report: 

There are about 350 men, with four pieces of artillery, on Bennett’s 
Bayou, Fulton County, Arkansas; also that they are expecting the rebel 
colonels Freeman and Coleman, with 300 men and one piece of artillery, 
to join them, and that the indications are they will move soon, rumors 
in camp and vicinity say in this direction. 

The enemy are informed that there are but 6,000 troops in Missouri, 
and only a small portion of them in Southwestern Missouri; hence they 
say they can make a successful raid into this country. They have sent 
seven spies into Southwestern Missouri, part of them in the vicinity 
of Marshfield and Lebanon, the others farther west. They report in 
their camps that Marmaduke, with 12,000 men, is at Batesville, intend- 
ing to make a raid in the direction of Cape Girardeau, while another 
force is in this direction. . 

Colonel Jones writes that his scouts are reliable men, of some intelli- 
gence, and thinks their reports with regard to the force on Bennett’s 
Bayou are correct, but does not rely much on the Batesville rumor. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. SHEPPARD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ROLLA, ; 
Rolla, Mo., August 2, 1863. 
Commanding Officer, District of Rolla: 

I left Rolla June 20, 1863, to go to White County, Arkansas, for the 
purpose of assisting some Union families to leave that county. The 
men of the families had been conscripted; they deserted, and then 
joined the Enrolled Missouri Militia. On my way there I passed the 
main body of Freeman’s and Wood's (rebel) commands. The former 
was camped, on the 27th of July, on James Creek, Lawrence County, 
Arkansas. Iestimate the command to consist of 250 men, poorly armed, | 
with shot-guns and some revolvers. They appeared to be all provided 
with horses. From what I could gather, I believe their object was to 
watch the Houston and Springfield roads, to rob trains, mails, &c., and 
steal horses. Wood’s command seems smaller than has been repre- 
sented; I do not think, from information I obtained, that it exceeds 
150 men. These are scattered by companies over about 20 miles of 
country. Their occupation is much the same as Freeman’s gang, butis 
held in very poor estimation by the majority of the inhabitants of Ful- 
ton County, who wish, as far as I am able to judge, to be rid of them. 
They are rather better armed than Freeman’s command, and are pro- 
vided with four pieces of flying artillery. 

I heard it stated by several parties that Monks, Allsop and two sons 
were doing more harm to their (the rebel) cause than any other parties, 
and that men were on the lookout to shoot them wherever they could 
find them. I was shown a horse that had been shot and badly wounded 
in the fore leg, that I believe I saw Teague riding. Teague is supposed 
to be the man who attacked the express rider (Briggs, Second Wiscon- 
sin Cavalry) a few days before, and was shot at by him. I heard acon- 
versation, on the South Fork of Spring River, Fulton County, between 
some rebel soldiers, to the effect that they had two good friends, influ- 
ential men, in Rolla (lawyers), who are in the habit of visiting this place 
frequently. Ilearned that at a place between Beaver and Little Piney, 
about 8 miles from Rolla, there were several families giving aid to 
rebels by supplying them with provisions, &c.; the name of Luster was 
mentioned as one of the parties. Several rebel families are moving 
south from. the vicinity of Mountain Store, Wright County; they go 
into Arkansas. I also heard of families on Crooked Creek, near James’ 
Iron Works, who were aiding rebels by maintaining and secreting them. 
I heard that should the two Harrises, now in the fort (prisoners), be 
shot, they (the rebels) would kill four Union men in retaliation. I re- 
turned to Rolla August 1, 1863. 

Respectfully, 
GEORGE WEST, 
Scout. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, August 3, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, Wittsburg: 

Your movement in leaving the enemy’s cavalry in your rear has re- 
sulted as I apprehended and repeatedly warned you against. The rebel 
cavalry are moving into Missouri in considerable force. A large train 
has been destroyed and many men killed near Bloomfield. Unless you 
move against the rebel cavalry at once, great damage will be done. Let 


no time be lost. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
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yey <s Samnt Louis, August 3, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Fisk, Pilot Knob : 


_ General Davidson has long since abandoned his line of communica- 
tion with Cape Girardeau. Dispose of your troops without reference to 
that line. Have all stores and other property intended for General 
Davyidson’s command sent back to Cape Girardeau. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Sant Lovis, August 3, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Gu1TAR, Macon City: 


The rebels are making efforts to concentrate in Saline, La Fayette, 
and Jackson Counties. I am informed that some have crossed from the 
north side of the river. Will it be possible for you, in case of emer- 
gency, to send some of your force across the river ? 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


: CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., August 3, 1863. 
General Fisk: 

If it is true that General Davidson is at Helena, can I not withdraw 
my force from Chalk Bluff? They are getting sick fast. The point is 
of no strategical importance, and a force so isolated and compelled to 
forage at immense distance is constantly in danger of being cut up; 
besides, the force itself may be hemmed in, and, being so far from sup- 
plies, and no forage, could not hold out long. The concentration of 
guerrillas, and the daring raids between here and there, fill me with 
anxiety. Ifear for them unless speedily re-enforced or withdrawn. I 
suggest that you allow me to move them up in the rear of Reves’ force ; 
send Major Montgomery out on this side, let me approach from this 
' quarter and you via northwest, and rid the country of these murder- 
ers. One thing or the other should be done at once. These may be 
enveloped and cut off from forage at any day. Kitchen is said to be — 
between Davidson and us, with 500 men and four pieces; Reves north- 


east, with 300 men. 
J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., August 3, 1863, 
General Fisk: 
Dispatch just received from Lieutenant-Colonel Hiller. He says: 


Have just arrived here (Bloomfield) from the bluffs to see about supplies. The 
country is fast filling up with guerrillas; have had four brushes with them. Killed 
the notorious Lieutenant Chamber, of Kennett, and three or four others. Recaptured 
the train taken from Merrill’s Horse. Sergeant Ferguson, Second Missouri State Mili- 
tia, dangerously wounded and 1 private. We need more force. Forage scarce. 

HILLER. 

Kitchen is concentrating, and I fear disaster from difficulty of getting 
forage; they harass our small parties and can starve them out. The 
guerrillas are on our right, rear, and all around, and formidable to so 
small a force remote from forage. I suggest that they be strengthened 
or withdrawn. The post can be of no value now if Major Joslyn is re 
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tained here; I suggest that he be sent here if the post is held. I am 
anxious to make that move against them; I have a bloody account to 


settle, 
J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Samnt Louis, Mo., August 3, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. Marsa, 
‘Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Missouri : 


Sir: About one-half of the farmers in the border tier of counties of 
Missouri in my district, at different times since the war began, entered 
the rebel service. One-half of them are dead or still in the service; the 
other half, quitting from time to time the rebel armies, have returned to 
those counties. Unable to live at their homes if they would, they have 
gone to bushwhacking, and have driven almost all avowed Unionists 
out of the country or to the military stations. And now, sometimes in 
squads of a dozen and sometimes in bands of several hundred, they 
scour the country, robbing and killing those they think unfriendly to 
them, and threatening the settlements of the Kansas border and the 
towns and stations in Missouri. 

So large a portion of the troops under my command are held fast, 
guarding the Kansas border and the towns and stations in Missouri, 
which are filled with refugees, that I cannot put in the field numbers 
equal to those of the guerrillas. From the character of the country and 
the people, and the great vigilance of the enemy, and the secrecy of 
their movements, it is rarely practicable to surprise them, and they will 
never fight unless all the odds are on their side, and they are too well 
mounted to be run down. The country is rich and supports them well, 
but it is so rugged and heavily timbered, and full of places of conceal- 
ment and ambuscade, that these bands could not possibly be expelled 
from it with forces in the field less than three times their own. 

About two-thirds of the families on the occupied farms of that région 
are of kin to the guerrillas, and are actively and heartily engaged in 
feeding, clothing, and sustaining them. The presence of these families 
is the cause of the presence there of the guerrillas. I can see no pros- 
pect of an early and complete end to the war on the border, without a 
great increase of troops, so long as those families remain there. While 
they stay there, these men will also stay, if possible. They know they 
cannot go home and live peaceably because of the fierce feeling against 
them among the loyal men of the border, who have suffered at their hands. 
Against these loyal men no amnesty now or hereafter can protect 
them. They will, therefore, continue guerrilla war as long as they re- 
main, and will stay as long as possibleif their families remain. I think 
that the families of several hundred of the worst of these men should 
be sent, with their clothes and bedding, to some rebel district south, and 
would recommend the establishment of a colony of them on the Saint 
Francis or White Rivers, in Arkansas, to which a steamboat can carry 
them direct from Kansas City. About one-half of them could take with 
them no provisions or money of any consequence, and would have to be 
temporarily supplied by Government. I think it would not do to send 
them north, because the men would not follow them, while if sent south 
the men will follow, I think, and there they can live at home if they wish, 
in safety, and can have amnesty, when the day of amnesty comes. They 
will probably be about as harmless in their new location, and about as 


1 


war. XXXIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 429 


loyal, as their neighbors there. After the removal of the families of the 
worst men has fully begun, it may be advisable to offer terms to those 
least offending. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, ae obedient servant, 
HOMAS EWING, Jr. i 
Brigadier- General. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., August 3, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 
I will leave for Cairo to-morrow night. This will give you time to 
meet me at that place. Steele is in command of infantry from Helena. 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, eee SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 176. Memphis, Tenn., August 3, 1863. 


* * * te * * ® 


IV. Maj. Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss is hereby relieved from duty at 
Helena, Ark., and will turn over the command of the District of East- 
ern Arkansas to Brig. Gen. Frederick Salomon. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss will report for orders at Memphis, 
Tenn. Three regiments ofinfantry, including the Thirty-third Missouri, 
will remain in garrison. The remainder of the troops will be under com- 
mand of Maj. Gen. F. Steele, and form part of his expedition. 

* * * * * * * 

By order of Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut: 

HENRY BINMORE, 
[Assistant Adjutant-General.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA, 
Saint Paul, Minn., August 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN POPE: 

General Sibley writes July 19, 35 miles this side of Devil’s Lake: 
No Indians seen except small scouting parties. Half-breeds report that 
a few days previous six hundred Sioux lodges divided into three parties, 
Little Crow’s adherents forming one, and took different routes. Gen- 
eral Sibley leaves his heavy transportation with seven companies in 
intrenchments, and presses on rapidly with rations for twenty-five days. 
Little Crow, with 9 men, said to have gone to Yellow Medicine for hid- 
' den treasures. Nothing heard from General Sully. No scarcity of water 
or grass except at isolated points. 

S.. MILLER, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


NAvy DEPARTMENT, 
August 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. ren OTE 
Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 
Str: I transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of a tele 
graphic dispatch from Rear- Admiral Porter, dated Vicksburg, July 22, 
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announcing that there is a force of gunboats at the mouth of White 
River, in readiness to co-operate with the army. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
G. V. FOX, 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 


[Inclosure.] 


VICKSBURG, July 22, via CAIRO, July 30, 1863. 


Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy: 
A force of ‘gunboats is at the mouth of the White River, in readiness 
to co-operate with the army. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


CAMP NEAR MARIANNA, 
DAnguille River, Arkansas, August 4, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I wrote you some days ago that I was here 
with a force of 6,000 cavalry, in pursuance of a plan approved thus far 
by General Schofield. Iam on my way to White River to throw a bridge 
across at Clarendon, and hope I am doing right. You should know the 
character of my force. I have three batteries, and my regiments are 
dragoons, taught by me to use the carbine dismounted when necessary, 
and after a march of 300 miles from Pilot Knob to this point are better 
fitted—men, horses, and transportation—to strike the enemy than when 
they started. 

I am in an anomalous position here. The commander of the North- 
eastern District of Arkansas is my junior, and the troops in the district 
- are ordered to report to General Hurlbut. May I not have some in- 
fantry and be pushed to Little Rock before Kirby Smith can join 
Holmes and Price? I believe they are trying to get into Texas, unless 
they fight in Arkansas, possibly into Mexico. They are said by the 
people “of the country to have much stock and negroes with them. 

I am, general, most truly and respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., August 4, 1863. 
Major-General STEELE, 
Commanding Lapedition, Helena, Ark. : 

GENERAL: I send you dispatches received from Schofield for David- 
son. You perceive by these that Davidson has not fulfilled his purpose. 
I am informed that Price is in person at Des Arc, and that Holmes is 
in Little Rock. I also inclose copy of dispatch from General Halleck.* 
I have forwarded these dispatches, overland, to Davidson. He may 
not get them. You had best send copy to him from Helena. 


*Not found; but see Halleck to Hurlbut, J uly 30, p. 408. 
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I wish you to move, as soon as practicable, to Clarendon or Des Are, 
and be in supporting distance of Davidson. I go up to Cairo to-night 
to meet Schofield. Shall return as soon as possible. I also inclose let- 
ters from Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8S. Navy.* Iam a little 
apprehensive that Davidson will succeed in getting into a scrape, and 
either be attacked or allow Price to run by him into Missouri. 

- Your obedient servant, 
8S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL aaa HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
No. 2. Helena, Ark., August 4, 1863. 


I. Brig. Gen. Nathan Kimball, commanding Provisional Division, 
Sixteenth Army Corps, is relieved from the command thereof, to enable 
him to comply with Special Orders, No. 174, current series, from head- 
quarters of the corps. : 
_ II. Col. William [E.] McLean, Forty-third Indiana Infantry Volun- 
teers, is designated to relieve General Kimball in the command of the 
Provisional Division, and will enter upon his duties without delay. 

[By order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele: 

J. W. PADDOCK,] 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., August 4, 1863. 


Brigadier-General DAvipson, In the Field: 


I send you dispatches received from above. “My information is that 
Price was, four days since, at Des‘Arc. Major-General Steele will move 
from Helena, with infantry, to Clarendon or Des Arc. lt appears to 
mne you are in the wrong place, and should have struck Jacksonport on 
your way down. Your officers who brought dispatches from you went 
off, singularly, without reply. Communicate at once with Steele, and 
inform him of your movements, that there may be some unity of action. 

Your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


. SAINT LOUIS, August 4, 1863. 
Major-General HURLBUT : 


The operator informs me that my reply to your dispatch of the 28th 
was not received. Henceit is repeated to-day. General Grant informs 
me that General Steele will command the expedition from Helena, under 
your directions. General Steele is perfectly familiar with the country, 
and my troops, under General Davidson, having arrived at Wittsburg, 
where you can readily communicate with them, it may not be necessary 
for us‘to have a personal interview. If, however, you desire it, I will 
gladly meet you at Cairo. 

: J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


* Not found. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, \ Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE M1ssouRI, 
No. 79. ; Saint Louis, Mo., August 4, 1863. 


The following instructions from the War Department are published 
for the information and guidance of all concerned: 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., July 29, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the oe 
instant, in relation to the appointment of officers of Arkansas troops. In reply, La 
directed to inform you that the appointments will be made by this ead eager hae 
the recommendation of the general commanding the department,in which the troops 
are serving. No officer will enter upon duty until the recommendation has been ap- 
proved and notification of the same received. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS M. VIN CENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


II. Officers now serving in Arkansas regiments, companies, or bat- 
teries, and who have not received official notification of their appoint- 


ments by the War Department, or of the approval by the War Depart-- 


ment of their appointments, will not be considered in service until such 
appointment shall be made. Rosters of the officers of all such regi- 
ments, companies, and batteries, certified and approved by their com- 
manders, and all intermediate commanders, will be sent without delay 
to these headquarters. 

III. All persons in this department, having authority from any souzce 
to raise Arkansas troops, will send without delay to these headquarters 
certified copies of such authority, together with a full report of the 
progress made in recruiting and organizing troops. 

Until such authority shall be received at department headquarters 
and approved, it will not be regarded as valid. 

By command of Major-General Scnofield : 

©. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ee ete ; HELENA, ARK., 
No. 1. August 5, 1863. 
Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 203, Headquarters Department of the 
Tennessee, dated Vicksburg, Miss., July 27,1863, the undersigned hereby 
assumes command of “the Army to take the Field from Helena, Ark,” 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
No. 2. Helena, Ark., August 5, 1863. 

I. By authority ing Headquarters Sixteenth eS Come the Ar- 
kansas expedition will be composed of the following-named troops: 

Hirst Division.—The cavalry force, under command of Brig. Gen. J. 
W. Davidson. 

Second Division.—Forty-third Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 
Sixty-first Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, One hundred and sixth 
Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Twelfth Regiment Michigan Vol- 
unteer Infantry, Eighteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, One 
hundred and twenty-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Fifty- 
fourth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Twenty-second Regiment 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Twenty-seventh Regiment Wisconsin Volun- 
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: Sacer Infantry, Third Regiment Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, Fortieth 
-Regiment Jowa Volunteer Infantry, Col. William E. McLean, Forty- 
third Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, commanding. 
Third “Division. —Thirty-third Regiment Iowa Volunteer. Infantry, 
Twenty-ninth Regiment Iowa Volunteer Infantry, Thirty-sixth Regi- 


» ment lowa Volunteer Infantry, Forty-third Regiment Indiana Volunteer 


Infantry, Twenty-eighth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, Sev- 
enty-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. Samuel A. Rice, 


-Thirty-third Iowa Volunteer Infantry, commanding. 


Each division will be divided into two brigades, by division com-— 
manders, and the names of brigade commanders reported to these head-: 
quarters without delay. 

Il. The Fifth Kansas and First Indiana Cavalry Regiments will con- 
stitute a brigade, under Col. Powell Clayton, Fifth Kansas Volunteers 
Cavalry. 

III. The field artillery (four batteries) will be massed under the senior 
officer as chief. All reports and returns will be transmitted through 
him.. Batteries will be assigned to brigades for service by orders from 
these headquarters. 

IV. Five wagons for transportation and one for ammunition will be 

allowed to each regiment containing over 400 strong; to each regiment 
under 400 strong, four wagons for transportation and one for ammuni- 
tion; and to each battery, one battery wagon, one baggage wagon, and 
one wagon for extra ammunition. Each pioneer company will be al- 
lowed one wagon for the transportation of its implements. All brigade 
commanders will see that these companies are supplied with intrench- 
ing tools. All other transportation will be turned over to the chief 
quartermaster of the expedition, for the general supply train. 
- V. One hundred and sixty rounds of ammunition per man will be 
carried for the small-arms, 40 rounds in cartridge-boxes and the rest in 
ammunition wagons. For artillery, 400 rounds for each gun will be 
‘taken, 200 in ammunition chests and the rest in ammunition wagons. 

VI. Five days’ rations will be carried by each regiment, battery, and 
detachment, of which two days’ rations will be taken i in haversacks. 

VI. The ‘chief assistant quartermaster of the expedition will receive 
such land transportation as can be spared from the commands and from 
this post, for the transportation of supplies. He will also procure two — 
light- draught steamers for the same purpose. He will use any surplus | 
transportation there may be on hand for carrying forage. 

VIII. The chief acting commissary of subsistence will procure sixty 
days’ rations for the whole command, and turn them over to the assist- 
ant quartermaster for transportation. 

IX. The whole command will be put in readiness for the expedition 
immediately. Great activity and energy on the part of commanders 


and staff officers will be required to effect this object. 


X. Dr. James C. Whitehill, surgeon of volunteers, is hereby an- 
nounced as acting medical director of the expedition. He will cause an 
inspection of the convalescents in each regiment to be made, and des- 
ignate such as are unable to march but fit for guard duty upon the sup- 
ply boats. These the regimental commanders will hold in readiness 
for that purpose. All others will be left, under suitable officers, in con- 
-valescent camp, in charge of the surplus baggage and camp and garri- 
son equipage. 

By order of Maj. Gen. F’. Steele : 

: J. W. PADDOCK, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
28 RB R—VOL XXII, PT IL 


434° MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


~ Colonel McFERRAN, 


hay 


- Brig. Gen. ALFRED SULLY, 


_ of course, that knowing, as my letters both to you and General Cook 
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KANSAS City, Mo., August 5,1863. : 


Commanding Lexington, Mo. : ; : . 
Quantrill’s band will assemble on Friday, the 7th, about 10 a. m., in 
_the vicinity of Texas Prairie; exact locality not: known. Our forces _ 
will press him from the west. Send all your available force to Texas 
Prairie, near the Peacock place, where the Boyins family live, 3 miles y 
southeast of Lick Skillet. One company should be sent to road leading | 
from Round Prairie to Chapel Hill, near the old Canada place. The ; 
balance of your force, taking care to keep your communications perfect . 
and your forces within supporting distance, should be so employed in 
making reconnaissances as to be certain that no enemy passes to your 
rear. Do not come farther west than Lene Jack. 
By order of Brigadier-General Ewing : 4 
P. B. PLUMB, 


Major and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, August 5, 1863. 


Commanding Indian Hxpedition : 


GENERAL: I have just received your letter of 27th instant, and I 
assure you it both surprised and disappointed me. I.never had the 
slightest idea you could delay thus along the river, nor do I realize the 
necessity of such delay. You have 100 wagons, &c., sent from Saint 
Louis and about 20 with the Sixth Regiment from Iowa. I supposed, 


ee a De ae 


(your predecessor) have time and again informed you, how necessary it 
was that you should be in position on the Upper Missouri, or between 
that river and Devil’s Lake, to co-operate with General Sibley, you would 
have unloaded any heavy baggage you have, and have loaded your 
wagons with subsistence stores and have pushed on without delay. I 
never dreamed you would consider yourself tied to the boats if they 
were obstacles in going up the river. As matters stand, it seems to me 
impossible to understand how you have staid about the river, delaying 
from day to day, when time of all things was important, and when you 

had wagons enough to carry at least two months’ subsistence for your 
command. 

If you have not adopted this course before this letter reaches you, 
please do so at once, and move rapidly up the river. Leave all your 
baggage, and load your wagons with subsistence. Such a failure as 
you anticipate must not happen, as it will be impossible for you to 
explain it satisfactorily. 

Sibley has had equal difficulties with yourself, but he reached Devil’s 
Lake about the 22d, and I should not be surprised to hear of him on the 
Missouri above you. 

If the Indians are driven into the British possessions, where we can- 
not follow them, we will have done all in our power, and no one can be 
dissatisfied ; but this much must be done. I trust that you will realize 
the importance of what I here say to you, and will act upon it promptly 
and fully. Your forces consist entirely of cavalry, and there can be no 
sens why you should not be able to execute the object of your expe- 

ition. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant 


ee ee ee a eS 


JNO. POPE, . 4 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DisrRict oF Sant PAvt, 


August 5, 1863. (Received August 5.) — 


Maj. Gen. Joun Pore: 3 


General Sibley writes, July 21, that he has advanced 30 miles west- 


ward from his position of the 19th. Expected to reach Indian camp in | 


four or five days. Little Crow’s band is with this camp. The general 


says there is reason to believe that the Indian killed near Hutchinson, |. 
Minn., was Little Crow himself; he was absent with a war party, and no ~ 
other Sioux was known to have withered arms and displaced bones as . 


described. General Sully not heard from. 


Colonel, Commanding. 


CAIRO, August 6, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


I forwarded your orders to General Davidson before I left. He has 
communicated with Steele, and sent his sick to Helena. It is not im- 
portant that you should come down. Write fully to me your plans.* 
The Navy are ready to move up White River, and if [Price] does not 
push for our forces, will break him up. If he falls back on Little Rock 
he is surely destroyed. TI return to-night. 


S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


\ 
° 


EN ROUTE TO WHITE RIVER, ARK., 
August 6, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : on 


I can now report to you that there are no rebel troops east of White 


River. As we moved down the ridge they have successively evacuated. 


_ Jacksonport and Des Arc, and Price’s troops are now at Little Rock. 


Holmes is very sick there, and Price is in command. I have just heard 


from Colonel Wickersham, commanding Tenth Illinois and Third Mis- » 
_ souri, whom I sent to Cotton Plant and Des Arc to cutoff [L.M.] Walker's > 


brigade. He will seize all means of transportation on the river, and 
float it down to Clarendon, where he joins me. I have sent to seize all 


transportation at Clarendon and Aberdeen. My division is in fine trim, | 


after marching over 300 miles, and anxious to push across White River. 
If the rebels fight this side of Arkansas, it will probably be at Bayou 


Meto. They should be struck before they can make themselves strong. | 


I hope to be across White River on a bridge before the 12th instant. I 
hope, in the absence of instructions, I am doing right to push ahead. I 


shall preserve this command in good condition, and have asked for gun- — 


boats to come up White River, and forage to be sent me, as it is short 
on the river. an, 
I am, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


=$ 


* See Schofield to Hurlbut, August 6, Inclosure No. 9 to general report, Part I, p. 22. 
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| HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 


pesky Saint Louis, August 6, 1863. 
 Brigadier-General MARMADUKE, ©. S. Army, os 

ee ; | Jacksonport, Ark. : | | 
GENERAL: In returning to your lines your bearer of flag of truce, 

Capt. John C. Moore, I desire to call your attention to his palpable and 

gross abuse of the privileges of a flag of truce. Instead of reporting at 


the nearest post after reaching our lines, he evaded all our posts, and 


came by unfrequented roads far within our lines, and was finally ar- 
rested by some of my troops. This conduct would fully justify me in 
detaining Captain Moore and his party as spies; but as I cannot be- 


lieve that so base a prostitution of the sacred flag can have been under 


- your instructions, and as Captain Moore may have acted ignorantly in 
the matter, I have determined to return him and his party to your lines. 
I wish it, however, to be distinctly understood that hereafter I shall 
punish, in accordance with the usages of war, all persons who abuse 
the privileges of a flag of truce. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General, U. S. Army. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
No. 3 Helena, Ark., August 7, 1863. 


The following are announced as the staff of the commanding general, 
- namely: Capt. Charles T. Scammon, Ninth Illinois Cavalry, aide-de- 
camp; Maj. J. W. Paddock,* assistant adjutant-general; First Lieut. 
G. O. Sokalski, Second U.S. Cavalry, assistant inspector-general; Col. 
F.'H. Manter, Thirty-second Missouri Infantry, acting judge-advocate ; 
Capt. T. B. Hale, Thirty-sixth Iowa Infantry, chief assistant quartermas- 
ter; First Lieut. William T. Allen, Fourth Iowa Cavalry, chief assistant 
commissary of subsistence ; Maj. J.C. Whitehill, surgeon of volunteers, 
acting medical director, and Capt. M. M. Hayden, Third Iowa Battery, 
chief of artillery. 
By order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele: 
J. W. PADDOCK, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO, . 
Denver, Colo., August 7, 1863. 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Missouri : 
Siz: I have the honor herewith to send the official report of Captain 
Allen, commanding Fort Halleck, of the recent skirmish with the Ute 


Indians near that post.t On the receipt of a similar unofficial report © 


from Captain Allen (and before I had received notice that the troops 
in that part of Idaho Territory were attached to this district), I ordered 
Maj. EK. W. Wynkoop, First Colorado Cavalry, to proceed, with four 
companies of cavalry, to that country and recover, if possible, the stock 
they stole from the Overland Stage Company and others, and to chas- 
tise them if they refused to give them up. Major Wynkoop, with his 


command, proceeded, with forage and subsistence train, to-a'point 
about 100 miles southwest of Fort Halleck. I started on the 17th, and 


* Relieved by Lieut. George O. Sokalski, August 12. +See Part I, p. 444, 
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‘ overtook the command on hy 24th of July, ana on the 27 th saw them : 


_ packed with 56 mules and fifteen days’ rations, taking 150 men, with 


‘instructions to penetrate the country to the headwaters of Bear, White, - 


and Snake Rivers, and deeming the state of affairs on the Arkansas 


+ River and other points in the district such as to require my attention, 


I returned to this place. Will in due time give a full report of the ex- 
pedition. 
~ ITam, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
J. M. CHIVINGTON, 
Colonel First Colorado Cavalry, Commanding District. 


[AUGUST 7, 1863. —For Pope to Roberts, i in reference to the use of sp 
troops in execution of the laws, see Series ITT.] ee 


MARSHFIELD, Mo., August 8, 1863. 


Capt. C. G. LAURANT, 


A. A. G., Dist. of Southwestern Missouri, Springfield, Mo.: 


“Capram: I nage the honor to inform the general commanding that 
I have received reliable information to the effect that a command of 400 
rebels are in the vicinity of Big North Fork of White River, 15 miles 
south of White River, and 15 miles east of Talbot’s Mill. They are 
under command of Colonel Burbridge, with four pieces of artillery 
(4-pounders). Schnable is also there. He took his command a few days 


ago and started for Springfield, Mo., to surrender himself and company, 


but Burbridge followed him and arrested his company (70 men), and put 
Schnable under guard. My informant was in their camp on the 4th 
instant. His name is Smith; he is a true, loyal man. 


I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
JOHN COSGROVE, 
Major Highth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Comdg. "Post. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, : 
Fort Scott, August 8, 1863. 


Brigadier-General MCNEIL, Springfield, Mo.: 
GENERAL: At Major Blair’s request, I write to inform you that my 


» last news from General Bluntis to the 2d instant. He was then at Fort 


Gibson, with 3,000 effective troops, ten pieces of field artillery, and six 
mountain howitzers. The enemy, under Steele, comprising Cooper’s 
and Cabell’s forces, to the number of 11,000, with twelve pieces of ar- 
tillery, and 4,000, with four pieces of artillery, under Baylor, reported 
between Red and Canadian Rivers, hastening up to join Steele, were 
holding position south of the Arkansas, not 10 miles from Gibson. 
General Blunt proposed to cross and attack Steele, at what time he 


- does not inform me. Rumor says it would not be until the next train 


reaches him, that he might use the escort forces. This would not be 
until the 15th instant, however, and, if he is certain Baylor was com- 
ing up with re. enforcements, he would not wait. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. Z. CUBTI S, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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w HITE RIVER, NEAR CLARENDON, 
August 9, 1863. 
Majer: General: SCHOFIELD : 


The gunboats I wrote for on the 1st just arrived here this forenoon. 
My division reached here yesterday from Moro. White River is higher =~ 
than it has been at this season of the year since 44. In some places _ 
the water is 4 miles wide across the bottom. I send down this even- |. 
ing for coal barges, and shall cross part of my division as soon as 
they arrive. Kirby Smith is positively in Little Rock, without his 
troops. I shall endeavor to send you early news from actual reconnais- 
sance. At present it is thought the main force of the rebels under 
Price is at Bayou Meto, 12 miles this side of Little Rock. It is of the — 
utmost importance that we strike them before they throw up works to 
impede ours. My troops are in fine condition; men, horses, and trans, _~ 
portation are better after a march of 350 miles than ‘when they started. 
There are no rebel troops east of White River. 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


- HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
/ Springfield, Mo., August 9, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM F. CLouD, 
Commanding Expedition to Arkansas, Cassville : 


COLONEL: I have ordered Colonel Catherwood, with a battalion of 
his regiment and a squadron of the First Arkansas Cavalry and two 
howitzers, to march at 2 o’clock to-day for Pineville, via Newtonia, in 
‘pursuit of Coffee, who, I have reliable information, is in that vieinity 
with 500 men. I advise you of this that you may, if you find it ad- 
visable, make a simultaneous movement, via Bentonville, to cut off his 
retreat. Between you both I think he ought to be bagged. I make no 
order in this case, as I do not desire to interfere with any other plan 
that may have suggested itself to you from information you may have 
of other forces, but leave the matter to your own discretion. 

If you move, try to communicate with Catherwood, and I shall «direct 

_ him to do so with you. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
\ [JOHN McNEIL, | 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISsouRI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., August 10, 18¢2 
seus General SCHOFIELD, | a 
Commanding Department : 


a am quite apprehensive that a large force is threatening Bloomfield. 


_’ Major Montgomery regards his information as very reliable. Ihave 


re-enforced him with all the men I'can prudently spare from Cape Gi- 
rardeau. If we hold Bloomfield as a permanent outpost, it will be 
necessary to increase the force in the district. ‘There is no forage at or 
near Bloomfield. Trains from the Cape will require strong euards. Ito@ 
abandoned, and the force withdrawn to the Cape, frequent raids might ~ 
be made to that locality from both the Cape and New Madrid. From 
present indications, it would be best that the lines should be contracted, 
that we may have more cavalry force to move about with,. in upton of 
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the viseatty sheer, who are inblating nearly every four. corners in 


the district. The pickets at this post, on Patterson road, were driven | 
in at 2 o’clock this morning. The attacking party were repulsed, and 


are now being pursued. 
Sf CLINTON B. FISK, : 
Brigadier: General, Commanding. 


Saint Louts, Mo., August 10, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. Fisk, Pilot Knob: 


Bloomfield should be held, if possible; but it will probably be foe 
sary to give the commanding ‘officer at that place discretionary authority 


to abandon the place, if threatened by overwhelming force. Instruct — ar 


him to keep on hand only a small amount of supplies, and avoid un- 


necessary loss or destruction of property. You are authorized to act __ Re 


according to your judgment as to the necessity of drawing in your lines. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, ; 
Major- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., August 10, 1863. 


Brigadier-General McNEIL, Springfield, Mo.: : 
Reports indicate a concentration of the enemy near Fort Smith, with 
intention to attack General Blunt at Fort Gibson. The latter may need — 

re-enforcements soon. I desire all your available force of infantry, ar-' 


tillery, and cavalry that can be spared from your district to move into — 


Northeastern Arkansas as far as Bentonvilie or Maysville, and open 


communication with General Blunt, and march to his support, if he be — i 


driven back from Fort Gibson. Please report what force you can send, 
and keep me advised of its movements. 
What progress has Colonel Cloud made, and what force has he? 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., August 10, 1863. 


Maj. H. Z. Curtis, Fort Scott, Kans. : 

I have ordered General McNeil’s troops to move to Bentonville or 
Maysville, Ark., and open communication with General Blunt, so as to 
aid him in case he is driven back from Fort Gibson. It will not do to 

send them to Fort Gibson, as this would leave Southwestern Missouri 


exposed. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., August 10, 1863. 


- Major-General SCHOFIELD, 


_ Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Lowis, Mo.: 
Colonel Cloud’s forces consist of eight small companies of the Second 


Kansas Cavalry, five companies of the First Arkansas Cavalry, ten | 


oatenanies of the First Arkansas Infantry, with four guns of Rabb’s 
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pattery. ‘He will be supplied with subsistence to-day, and a mustering : 


officer goes to him to-morrow. I sent Colonel Catherwood, with five 
squadrons of cavalry and two mountain howitzers, in pursuit of Coffee 
yesterday, who was reported in the neighborhood of Pineville, at the 


same time recommending Colonel Cloud to move rapidly on Fayetteville 


and Bentonville, and cut off his retreat. I will re-enforce Colonel Cath- 
erwood with a. battalion of the Eighth Cavalry, and order him to join - 


Colonel Cloud. This leaves me exposed to an advance of the enemy | 
through the valley of White River, where I have only a few companies 


of Enrolled Militia. I must keep the small posts garrisoned for the 


. protection of the people against guerrillas, who appear to be on the 


increase. A couple of good regiments would be of great service here. 
Horses not yet arrived for the First Arkansas Cavalry. 
[JOHN MoNEIL,] 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., August 10, 1863. 


‘Maj. Gen. JAMES G. BLUNT, 


Comdg. District of the Frontier, Fort Scott, Kans. : 


GENERAL: It is desired by the Department of the Interior to comply 
with the recent act of Congress “ providing for the removal of the In- 
dians from the State of Kansas,” &c. Complete and peaceful posses- 
sion of the Indian Territory by our forces, however, is necessary to be 


obtained before this object can be accomplished. I am, therefore, 


authorized by'the War Department to add to your forces by putting 


‘lnto,service such Kansas Indians as may be willing to enter the mili- 


tary service of the United States, and thus secure the possession of the 
Indian Territory. 

You are hereby authorized to carry out the wishes of the Government 
by organizing these Indians into regiments and battalions as rapidly as 
possible, the officers to be appointed and commissioned, as heretofore, 
by the War Department, on your recommendation, forwarded through 
these headquarters; clothing and subsistence and other supplies to 
be furnished, as heretofore, on your requisitions. Your experience and 
success in such matters lead me to hope, general, a speedy and suc- 
cessful carrying out of the wishes of the Government in this important 
matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, | 
: Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, August 10, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, Cairo, Ill. : 


GENERAL: Your letter from Cincinnati, dated August 5, relative to 
the organization of colored regiments in Arkansas, is received. I will 
forward your instructions to the officers commanding expeditions into 


Eastern and Western Arkansas, and direct that they be carried out — 


promptly and fully. Se : 
Major-General Steele is commanding the expedition from Helena, 
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_ under orders from General Grant, and, although acting under my gen- 


eral directions, is not under my command. I would suggest the pro- 
priety of your selecting a suitable officer to accompany General Steele’s 
column and carry out your instructions relative to the organization of 
colored troops, or that you communicate directly with General Steele 
on the subject. ; . 

I will send Colonel Guylee’s regiment, now organizing here, to Hel- 
ena, with orders to report to the commanding officer of that place. Its 
services will be more valuable there than in this department. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ° 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 

Saint Louis, Mo., August 10, 1863. (Received August 12.) 

Brig. Gen. JOHN McNEIL, 
Comdg. Dist. of Southwestern Missouri, Springfield, Mo.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose to you a copy of a letter re-  * 3 


ceived from Adjutant-General Thomas, in regard to the raising of negro 
troops. You will at once instruct the officers in command of the Fed- 


eral forces in Western Arkansas to raise and organize as many regi- 


ments of black troops as can be assembled; to choose the officers from » 


_ Ineritorious and deserving officers, non-commissioned officers, and pri- 


vates from the white regiments under his command; to assign them 
temporarily. to duty with the black troops, and report their names, 


_ former and new rank, to these headquarters. They will then be exam- 


ined, and those found worthy will be recommended to Washington for~ 
commissions. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
(Copy to Major-General Steele.) 


[Inclosure.] 


; CINCINNATI, OHIO, August 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding, &e., Saint Louis, Mo.: 
.GENERAL: I am on my way to General Grant’s army to organize ad- 
ditional regiments of volunteers of African descent, and understanding 
that you design making an expedition shortly into Arkansas, I request 
that you will in the course of your operations collect as many blacks— 
men, women, and children—as possible. The able-bodied men you can 
organize into regiments, and I will commission such officers for them as 
you may designate. You will, of course, be careful to give me only 
such officers whose hearts are in the work. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General, 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, _ 
. No. 5. § Helena, Ark., August 10, 1863. 


I. The Third Division, Col. Samuel A. Rice commanding, will take 


up the line of march to-morrow by the middle road to Clarendon. Colo- , 


P 
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[Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT:] 


ie 


nel Rice ‘will proceed o easy marches, building such bridges and ak ve 


‘ing such repairs on the road as may be necessary to secure @ good route 
for the transportation of supplies, &c. On arriving at Clarendon, he 
will report to Brig. Gen. J. W. Davidson, and encamp his division on 
such ground as may be designated by General Davidson. 

TI. Phe supply train, in “charge of Captain Carr, acting quarter: 


master, will accompany the Third Division and be protected by it. 


ATI. The First Indiana Cavalry will proceed with its authorized bag- 
gage train and necessary supplies, and report on the 12th instant to the 


‘4 a CopUmame ing officer of the Third Division, at the crossing on Big Creek. 


IV. The Second Division, Col. William "DB. McLean commanding, and 
Die remainder of the cavalry brigade, under oo Clayton, will march 
on the 13th instant by the same route. 

* * * * * * * 


VI. No property will be taken from citizens without authority. For- 


aging parties will be organized by brigade commanders and placed in 


charge of commissioned officers, for the purpose of obtaining necessary 
supplies. Straggling, marauding, and setting buildings on fire posi- 
tively forbidden. -Any infraction of this order that may be detected 
will be summarily punished, and any officer who shall fail to notice 
such infraction shall be deemed guilty of neglect of duty and dealt with 
accordingly. These measures are necessary for the sake of discipline, 
-and as a matter of policy toward the people of Arkansas, whom we 
desire to bring back to their allegiance. The general commanding sin- 
cerely hopes that for the credit of the command and the reputation of 
the Government which we represent, both officers and men will view 
this.d in a proper light. 

VII. Paragraph VI, of this order, will be published at the head of 


_ every company. 


By order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele: 
J. W. PADDOCK, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| HDagRs. CAVALRY DIVISION, DEPY. OF THE MISSOURI, 
Clarendon, Ark., August 11, 1863. 


GENERAL: Your letter to me of the date of the 31st of July has just 
been received at this point. 

In reply to the last paragraph of your letter, I beg to assure you that 
no minor considerations shall in any way interfere with a full co-oper- 


ation of the twocommands. Not only that, general, but the most cheer- 
ful and implicit obedience will be rendered to your orders and wishes 


and to whomsoever you may appoint to command the expedition. 

I regret that my not going to J acksonport does not meet with your 
approval, All my information, when I got abreast of that point, 
led me to believe that Marmaduke was crossing to the west side of 


White River, and would be across before I could get to Jacksonport.. 


The road over the Bayou de Val and the Cache River was in an almost 


impassable condition, and knowing that this cavalry was ultimately de- 
signed for co- operation with the expedition to Little Rock, I did not wish — 


to impair it by any useless side Bas simply to make a report from 
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White River below, Marmaduke would fall lower down to join Price. 
I will venture the assertion that there are not 500 of the enemy east 


_ of White River to-day. The destruction of some wagons near Bloom- 
field, of which General Schofield telegraphs, was done by a band of | 


guerrillas—an incident liable to happen in the rear of any force—and, | 
' besides, the train was none of mine, nor under my orders. Igaveupmy _ 


rear, became self-sustaining the moment I crossed at Chalk Bluff, and 
sought a new base—well understood by General Schofield—ahead of me, 


¥ . Jacksonport. I believed also that the moment I made a show of crossing qe 


My force here is 6,000 cavalry (taught by me as dragoons) and three © | 


batteries—one of mountain howitzers, two of rifled guns. I have four 
gunboats here, that I asked for from thé commandant on the 1st instant. 


Two have gone down for coal barges to make me a platform flying- 


bridge, and two I shall send to-morrow to Jacksonport to, see if any 
counter movement has been attempted by Marmaduke, and to destroy 
his means of crossing if so, and then I can get part of my force at him. 
To cross the river here will be difficult without ferry-boats or boats of 
that pattern. A wide bayou is to be crossed after getting over the 
river here. We must then descend from here to the mouth of it, 8 miles 


- below, and in doing so have to cross two bayous on this side; butitis 9 — 


ve 


better to have the obstacles on this side to overcome than on the other. ~~ : 
I shall not now attempt to throw over my whole division until hear — ~ 
from you or the appointed commander of the expedition, only reconnoi- | 


tering parties to obtain information. One of my parties captured, night 


before last, two Confederate agents with $70,000 on their persons in’ — 


Confederate notes. Much unlawful traffic has been carried on between: 
this part of the country and points on the Mississippi. Council Bend 
and Island No. 37 are of the principal ones named. 

With high respect, I am, general, your most obedient servant, 
. J. W. DAVIDSON, 

_ Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
: Helena, Ark., August 11, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps: 


GENERAL: Ihave the honor to inclose dispatches received this morn- 
ing from White River. General Davidson is mistaken in regard to there 
being no rebel troops north of White River. They have been hanging 


on his rear all the time, and have probably captured all the dispatches — 


that:-were sent to him previous to his arrival at Clarendon. On the 9th 
instant they pursued a party of 15, commanded by a captain whom he 
ordered to this post, and captured 8 of them. <A battalion of three 
companies of cavalry went in pursuit of the rebels, and most probably 
overtook them. Major Lippert, the officer in command, was on his way 
to join Davidson. It seems that General Davidson did not know that 
I was to command the expedition, although Commander Bache went up 
White River at my request. If Major Lippert got through, he must 
have received dispatches from me. 
One of my divisions marched from here to-day with orders to build 
bridges and repair the road to Clarendon. The Middle road is the one 


- selected for our line of communication with Helena. The rebels have 


‘ 


burned the bridges on all the roads, but this one is the shortest, and is 
good, except through a swamp, where it will be corduroyed by the com- 


* 
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mand I have sent forward. Part of our supply train has gone with this 
division, and the rest, I think, will be ready to go with the other divis- 
‘jon, which is ordered to march on the 13th instant. A gunboat will | ~~ 
wait at the mouth of White River to convoy the supply boats nowbeing 
loaded at Memphis, until noon on the 13th instant. I send up an officer 
this evening to expedite matters. It has been reported to me that, an 
unusual number of rebels have been about Napoleon lately, and that 
they have pickets all the way to Little Rock. This came from a lady 
whom I know to be reliable, and a priest. J do not believe they could 
get across White if they had force enough to attack this place. It is 
my opinion that the officer who comes in command here by seniority, 
Colonel Montgomery, Twenty-fifth Wisconsin Infantry, is not competent .— 
for ‘the position. The lieutenant-colonel of the Thirty-third Missouri, 
who has charge of the fortifications, is said to be a very capable officer. 
Colonel Montgomery’s health and the service would both be benefited 
if he could have a leave of absence. As soon as the troops of the ex- 
pedition have all left here, the guerrillas and rebel cavalry will hang on 
our line of communication, and be a source of constant annoyance to 
this post. If there could be a cavalry force here of sufficient strength 

- to act as pickets and scouts, it would be a great benefit to us. 
_. Over 200 cavalry, with 2 officers, arrived here this morning without 
horses, arms, or equipments. I have ordered them to remain here until 
further orders, and to supply their deficiencies by requisitions. They 
belong to Davidson’s command. The One hundred and sixth linois 
Infantry have arms of uniform caliber, and mostly excellent arms. They 
donot care to change them. I have ordered an officer with requisition 
to Memphis for Enfield rifles for another and better regiment, which is 
poorly armed. 
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, a 
FRED’K STEELE, 3 
Major- General. 4 
{Inclosures. } 


UNITED STATES STEAMER LEXINGTON, 
August 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE: 

Sir: I will move up White River to-morrow morning with my entire 
force, and, if not delayed to fight or by other unforeseen circumstances, 
will reach Clarendon on the afternoon of the 9th. Having arrived there, 
I will send down a boat or boats, according to circumstances, to con- 
voy your supply boats. The river shall also: be patrolled by all "danger- 
ous points, to prevent the enemy from erecting batteries. 

1 received a letter from General Davidson yesterday, Saying that he 
intended throwing a bridge across at Clarendon, and wished our protec- 
tion while doing so. Your communication of yesterday has also been 
received. 

Very respectfully, 
G. M. BACHE, 
Tieutenant- Commander. 


UNITED STATES STEAMER CRICKET, : a 

Clarendon, August 9,1863. 

Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE: a 
Sir: I arrived here this morning with four light- -draught boats, And: Rae 
ing the river entirely clear of guerrillas, and bank full, coming up. At. 5m 


"Y 5 ’ 
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_ here yesterday. Isend dispatches to you from General Davidson by 


one of my officers. It is impossible to bridge the river at this point, — q 


_ the country being overflowed on the opposite bank. 
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- this place I have met with General Davidson’s cavalry, who arrived _ 


Please let me know when your boats will be ready for convoy up the 


White. Ishall make a reconnaissance farther up the river, with one 

boat, myself, to-morrow. 
Respectfully, &c., | 

G. M. BACHE, 


(GENERAL ORDERS, i cecmetrta ease ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, | 
No. 6. Helena, Ark., August 11, 1863. 


Pursuant to instructions from Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, 


dated Memphis, August 10, 1863, the undersigned hereby assumes com- 
mand of “all of Arkansas north of Arkansas River.” 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., August 11, 1863. — 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, : 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 
GENERAL: I have the bonor to acknowledge receipt of your telegram 
of yesterday in regard to disposition of force to support General Blunt 


-. in Arkansas, which I answered after making such disposition, in accord- , 


ance with your suggestions, as my means in hand would allow. 


Colonel Catherwood, with one battalion of the Sixth Missouri State 


Lieutenant-Commander. — 


Militia and a squadron of the First Arkansas Cavalry, with two prairie | 


_ howitzers, moved on Sunday, via Newtonia, against Coffee, who was 
encamped at Rutledge, near Pineville. I at the same time directed 
Colonel Cloud to move from Cassville, via Bentonville and Fayetteville, 
to cut off Coffee’s retreat. With rapidity of movement they can scarcely 
avoid coming in contact with him. I shall march Major Eno from 


Greenfield to-morrow morning toward Catherwood, to report to him | ~ 


with his entire battalion of the Eighth Missouri State Militia, directing 


Catherwood to join Cloud. Ihave forwarded Colonel Cloud’s directions, 


in conformity with yours to me. 


Burbridge is collecting his command on the Big North Fork of : 


- White River, 15 miles east of Talbot’s Mill. He is from 400 to 500 
strong, with four 4-pounder guns. This place is about 100 miles south- 
east of Springfield. He may be the advance of an expedition up the 
valley of the White River, or he may be working his way over, via, 
Yellviile and Fayetteville, to Steele and Cabell. I will feel of him with 
a strong scout of Enrolled Missouri Militia, and attack him witha dash 

- as.soon as I find where I can do it with the best effect. I shall use a 
good force, with artillery, when I make this move. 

Forage is scarce; has to be drawn sometimes from 60\to 100 miles, and 


subsistence trains have yet to have heavy guards. This, with the neces- 


sity of keeping so many small posts garrisoned, for the protection of loyal 
‘people, makes me poor in force for active service in the field. Two 
- more good regiments could be well employed in this district. The 


V 


Z 


\ 


_ able citizens in towns and country, and all in this place that can get con: 
- veyance express an intention of leaving. Acting upon an idea whick 
will doubtless be for the interest of the service, I have signified an in: 


’ they still abound. I think the occupation of all Arkansas would quiet 
‘all these people.and restore peace to Missouri. 


 Tsend this that the wisdom of the general commanding may apply 
remedy instantly to the shame incident to the murders committed by 


' Bunches, and Thornton, which, added to Harvey and Scuggs, makes’ 


subordinates are held to a personal responsibility for the actions of their — 


returned; killed 2 bushwhackers and 4 citizens, which, if persevered 
- in, will, of course, cause an exodus equal to the children of Israel. The 
idea has maintained its ground among soldiers that bushwhackers 
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[piiibenthy Towa Tifantes should be ee into active service in the field. 
They are a small but a fine regiment, but have been too long at post duty. 

My small commands are killing guerrillas every day, returns couriers 
from both Missouri State Militia and Missouri Enrolled Militia, but 


\ 


I haye the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JOHN McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


| WARSAW, Mo., August 11, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. E. B. BROWN: 
GENERAL: I have noink nor pens. I arrived here on Saturday last, 
and entered upon the discharge of my duty, and in due time will make 
my report. 


the troops in their scouts. Since Saturday morning last there has been | 
‘as many as four murders committed by our soldiery. Major Melton, 
“ who goes to Sedalia, will probably be at Jefferson City, and will give 
you additional particulars. The men murdered were Wright, two 


the number six within the last ten or twelve says. 
There is a feeling of insecurity universally prevailing with the peace 


tention of remaining until I could place myself in communication witlL. 
the general commanding. There is no discipline whatever exercised 
over the soldiers here, which, added to the indiscriminate sale of liquor, 
renders tite soldiers fiends rather than soldiers. [am going to issue an 
order this morning closing all the liquor places until such time as the 
pleasure of the general commanding may be known. ‘The best citizens 
here have been ‘menaced with death by the soldiers. The officer com- 
manding, Captain Foster, seems to give the matter his serious atten- 
tion, but will be unable to correct the evil of these murders until his 


men. 
‘Two scouts have been out since I have been here. One of them has 


and their sympathizers are not to be taken prisoners, and all are sym- 
pathizers who have ever been rebels, notwithstanding the amnesty of 
the Government in their favor to the contrary. 

The soldier element here wili be effective only when the most rigid 
‘discipline is enforced. Many of the soldiers are in the neighborhood 
of their homes, and all have private wrongs to avenge, and it is plain to 
see the effect ultimately. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
Te AY SWITZLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Provpst- Marshal. 


be 
“c 


i Paulsior: General SCHOFIELD, 
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MEMpnis, TENN., ‘Asigptet 12, 1863. 


Commanding Department of the Missourt : 


General Davidson is mistaken as'to rebel troops east of White River. 


They have been hanging on his rear all the time, and probably captured 
om the dispatches sent him previous to his arrival at Clarendon.. | 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major- General. 


; HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., August 12, 1863. 


~ Commanding Officer Saint Louis District : 


GENERAL: Persons, formerly residents within your district who have 
been in the rebel army and who voluntarily return and surrender 
themselves, may be released, at your discretion, on the following terms, 
viz: In all cases they will be required to take the usual oath of alle- 
giance, with a full understanding that they assume all the obligations 
of loyal citizens, and are willing to discharge all their duties as such. 
In general, a suitable bond will be required for the faithful performance 
of the obligations assumed. You are authorized to make exceptions to 
this rule, when you deem the bond unnecessary, or when it is impracti-' 
cable for the person to obtain it, provided you are satisfied the person is 
sincere in his desire to become a loyal citizen. Persons to be released 
will be required-to live within certain prescribed limits during the war. 
These limits may be to one or more counties in which their former homes 
are situated, provided the condition of those counties is such that they 
will be comparatively free from temptations to join rebel bands or com- 
mit acts of disloyalty, and the temper of the loyal people is such that, 
they can be permitted to remain at home in peace. 

In disturbed portions of the State, and where the temper of the peo- 
ple is such that acts of violence are likely to rise from the mingling of, 
those who have been enemies with the loyal people, the peace of the 
State and the best interest of the returned rebels require that they be 
not permitted to return to their former homes. ‘In such cases ‘the re- 
leased persons must be required to reside in some Northern State, or in 


some other portion of Missouri; but in no case will any such person be | 


released with permission to go into another district without the con- 


‘sent of the commander of that district or of the department. 
If the person who is to be released desires to live in another district,’ 


he will be sent on parole, or under guard, if thought necessary or pru- 


or to Saint Louis, as may be most convenient, with orders to report to 

the district prov ost- marshal or to the provost- marshal- general, who will 

decide whether he shall be permitted to reside within said district or be 
sent.out of the State. 

Rebel soldiers who voluntarily surrender may be permitted to enlist 
in the United States service when the provost-marshal is satisfied of 
_ the honesty of their intentions. Much caution must be exercised in 
- accepting such persons. 

Prisoners of war belonging to the regularly organized rebel armies, 
or irregular bands, will not be permitted to enlist in the United States 


- service, except under special instructions in each case from these head- 


' quarters. 
Prisoners of war cannot be released on oath and bond, or other simi- 
lar terms, without orders from the War Department. 


s 


_ dent, to the headquarters of the district in which he wishes to reside, _ 
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Prisoners released from military arrest are not thereby exempted 
from trial before civil tribunals for treason or violation of any State or 
United States laws. i 

By order of Major-General Schofield : : 
C. W. MARSH, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Tipton, Mo., August 12, 1863. 


Maj. JAMES RAINSFORD, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sir: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 123, Lassumed command . 


of Sub-District No. 2 on yesterday. A squadron of cavalry, Company 
M, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry, arrived here to-day. One 
left Sedalia this morning for Versailles; will reach there to-morrow 
noon. There is a small band of 8 or 10 guerrillas prowling about here, 
which I hope soon to disperse. They robbed the passengers in the 
Boonville stage a few nights since of money, arms, and watches, but 
- did not disturb the mail or coach. 
_- learned to-day from Colonel Weer, commanding at Boonville, that 
Cooper County was ‘‘infested considerably with jayhawkers from Saline 
and Boone Counties, the entire number being very uncertain.” Can I 
not have a squadron or two of the Seventh to place there? Can make 


{ 


them much more useful. I think if Cooper is cleared of those bands, — 


Morgan and Moniteau will be free from them. 

If the general consents to place or station a squadron of the Seventh 
at Boonville, I would like very much indeed to have a short consulta- 
tion with him in regard to the matter, as to the one, &c., as I was there 
ee and have a good idea what troops would be efficient, &e. 

an I be permitted to make him a visit of a few hours on business? 
My compliments to the general. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
T. T. CRITTENDEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 
Commanding Second Sub-District. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harrisonville, Mo., August 12, 1863. 
Col. JAMES McFERRAN, ; 

Comdg. First Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Lexington, Mo. : 
COLONEL: In compliance with orders from Headquarters District of 
the Border, I arrived at this place yesterday, and am now stationed 
here with my command. Company B, First Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry, and Company I, Sixth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers, are also 
stationed here. One company of the Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cay- 
* alry, and two companies of the Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry 
have just started from here to Napoleon, and one company of the Fourth 
Missouri State Militia Cavalry to Trading Post, 40 miles southwest 
from here. While on the march from Germantown, day before yes- 
terday, Company H, my advance, came in collision with a squad of 


bushwhackers at Dayton, 15 miles south of Harrisonville, and a brisk — 


skirmish ensued, in which 2 bushwhackers [were killed] and 1 severely 
wounded. Our boys came through unscathed, although they charged 
upon a barn where the rebels took shelter, and drove the rebels from 


it. The horse of Sergeant Meek, Company H, received three wounds, 
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_ and one other of our horses was slightly wounded. We captured 3 
_ horses, 4 pistols, 2 miniature rebel flags, &e. 

Pleasant Hill was a few days since evacuated by the Federal troops, _ 
and has been partially burned by the bushwhackers. I do not suppose | 
that it was contemplated that we should remain at this place longer 
than the present (assured) emergency; however, it may be different, 
and the removal of other troops from this station looks as though we 

‘might probably remain here some considerable time. I am inclined to 


think the force of bushwhackers in this part of the country has been, 


. and now is, by most officers greatly overestimated. But I may myself 
be mistaken ; they are scattered all over the country. The forage train 
guard had a skirmish to-day a few miles from town. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
é . ALEX. W. MULLINS, _. 
Major First Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA, 
Saint Paul, August 12, 1863—8.15 p. m. 
_ Major-General PoPE: 


On the night of the 25d instant, General Sibley was 4 miles from Mis- 
souri Coteau, on the Indian trail. The Indian killed was Little Crow. 
His son, with him at the time, was captured at Devil’s Lake by a de- 
tachment of troops left behind by General Sibley. He was the only 
Indian around there. A straggling Sioux tells our scouts that they will 

fight General Sibley. Hereports the general near Long Lake, and Gen- 
eral Sully in the vicinity. He says that Standing Buffalo and Sweet 
Corn have left the main body. 
. S. MILLER, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
AUGUST 138, 1863. 
Brigadier-General MCNEIL, Springfield, Mo. : : 
While keeping Colonel Cloud’s command in position to re-entorce 
General Blunt, if necessary, you must still keep it within easy call, so | 
that you can recall it in case of danger from the White River Valley. I - 
believe, however, there cannot be much danger from the latter direction. 
Price and Marmaduke have retreated to Little Rock, and our troops are 
in pursuit. General Davidson was to cross White River at Clarendon 
to-day, and will probably have Little Rock in a few days. This will re- 
lieve you from any danger from the White River Valley. I would like 
to give you more troops, but it is impossible. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD. 
. Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., August 14, 1863—10 p. m. 
(Received Memphis, August 20.) 
Major-General HurRLBUT, Memphis : 
Your dispatch of the 12th is received. My information agrees with 
yours. Please inform General Davidson, if possible, and convey to him 
my orders to report to General Steele, which he does not seem to have 
received. : 
7x J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
ave Major-General. 
~ .29 R R—VOL XXII, PT I 


vi Brig. Gen. THOMAS EWwIne, Jr., 


‘Brig. Gen. THomas EwIne, Jr., 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE Mie oat 

Saint Louis, Mo., August 14, 1863, 


Commanding District of the Border, Kansas City, Mo. : 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to acknowl- 
edge receipt of your letter dated August 3, 1863, asking “ permission 
to give military escort out of those counties” (certain counties of your 
district) “‘to such negroes as wish it, and as were slaves of persons en- 
gaged in rebellion on or since 17th J uly, 1862,” and fully setting forth 
the reasons which induced you to recommend the action proposed. | 

Having full confidence in the correctness of your information on this © 
subject, the commanding general approves of the views and sugges- 
tions contained in your communication, and directs you to carry them 
into effect without delay. 

The execution of your orders in this matter will be intrusted only to 


‘the most discreet and reliable officers, and you will hold them to a strict _ 


account for any abuse of the authority or discretion intrusted to them. 


It is borne in mind that such power, in the hands of military officers, is 


always liable to abuse, especially in cases like the present, where popu- 

Jar sentiment inclines ‘to a very literal construction of the law which 

makes free the slave. 
You will endeavor to give practical freedom to all persons in your 


district who are clearly entitled to it by law, and who desire to avail — 
themselves of the military protection offered them. Special care must 


be exercised to avoid this summary mode of proceeding in any doubt- 
ful case. Doubtful cases must be left to the decision of the courts. 

If; by mistake or otherwise, your troops bring away from their mas- 
ters any persons who are legally held as slaves, you will not hesitate to 
rectify the error whenever it shall be made to appear. 

Able-bodied men liberated under this authority will be enlisted into — 
the service of the United States, in accordance with instructions from — 
the War Department, dated August 8, 1863, forwarded to you through — 
these headquarters August 12, 1863. | 

Persons not enlisted as soldiers will, as soon as practicable, be pro- 
vided with comfortable homes, where "they can earn a livelihood with- © 
out expense to the Government. . 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. M. WHERRY, 
Major and Aide- ‘de- Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, August 14, 1863. 


Commanding District of the Border, Kansas Oity, Mo. : 


GENERAL: In reply to your communication of August 3, relative to. 
the families of guerrillas living in the border counties of your district, 
the major- -general commanding authorizes you to make preparations for F 
transporting such of them as you deem it necessary to dispose of to d 
some point to be selected hereafter. It is recommended that you col- 
lect them at one or more points on or near the Missouri River, where | 
they can be temporarily guarded and quartered. 

On account of the expense and trouble necessarily attendant upon 


‘the carrying out of this plan, and also the suffering it may cause to 


children and other comparatively innocent persons, the ee & be} : 


ms transported should &H as small as possible, and should be confined to a 
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those of the worst character. 
I am, general, very pespeutrully,, eae obedient servant, 
. M. WHERRY, 
Major and Aide. de- Camp. 


i 


MILWAUKEE, August 14, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


The following dispatch from General pe dated a 1, just . 


received: 


We have had three aacibdnsis engagements with 2,200 Sioux warriors, in each of 
which they were routed and finally driven across the Missouri River, with the loss of 


all their subsistence, wagons, &c. Our loss has been small, while at least 150 of the . 


savages have been killed and wounded. Forty-six bodies have | peat found. 
. SIBLEY,’ 
Toco Omak 


General Sully marched from Fort Pierre for the Big Bend of Missouri 


River on the 20th July, with 1,200 cavalry and a battery. Will doubt- © 


less intercept the flying Sioux before they can cross the river. Indian 
hostilities east of Missouri River may be considered ended. 
JNO. POPE, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE Mrssourt, 
Saint Louis, August 15, 1863. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. O.: 


COLONEL: I beg leave to express to the War Department the opinion 


that if a draft,is to be made in Missouri it should be made as soon as 
possible. We are now experiencing all the bad effects of a draft, and: 
will continue to experience them until one takes place, or it is decided 
that there is to be none this year. A draft can be enforced in nearly 
all parts of the State with as little trouble as in any portion of the coun- 
try, and in all others with no more trouble than now exists. Many have 


gone to the brush to avoid the draft, and we now have to fight them as - 


guerrillas. After the draft is made, we will have to fight only that por- 
tion of them who happen to be drafted. There will be no organized 
resistance to the draft in Missouri... Owing to the disturbed condition of 
a portion of the State, the enrollment has not been completed, and can- 
not be for a long time to come; but I think it would be unwise to post- 
pone the draft on this account, where the enrollment has been made. | 

There is another reason why I think the draft should be made in Mis- 


souri without delay, so far as the enrollment has been completed. There - 


are now in active service eleven regiments of Enrolled Militia. This is 


' part of a force which was organized a year ago to meet an emergency 


which could not possibly be met in any other way. They served their | 


purpose most admirably, and enabled me to suppress the formidable 
insurrection which then existed. But it required at least twice as many 
of them as of disciplined’ troops to accomplish the same purpose. A 
large portion of this force is now kept in active service in lieu of United 
States troops. They receive everything except pay proper from the 


United States, and I presume the General Government will ultimately 


have to refund to the State their pay. Like all troops of their C1888, 
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they are necessarily undisciplined and inpficiant, costing twice as. j nie ha 
for the service rendered as other troops. Both officers and privates are 
_ imbued with the political enmities, jealousies, and hatreds peculiar to 
_ their respective localities, so that it is impossible to make them perform 
their duties with justice and impartiality. These provisional regiments 
~ in active service are formed by arbitrary details from the general mass 
of Enrolled Militia, thus giving just ground for complaints of unfair- 
ness, which cannot be alleged against a regular draft. Notwithstanding 
all these objections to this system, it has been a necessity which could 
not be dispensed with until the opening of the Mississippi, and prepara- 
tions for a draft have been measurably completed. : 
I now propose to. the War Department to dispense with the further 

services of these troops in the following manner, viz: Let a draft be 
ordered at once in all portions of Missouri in which the preparations are © 
complete, and in others as rapidly as the enrollment shall be made. 
Let a portion of the Missouri regiments now in the field, and which are 
most reduced, be sent back to the State to be filled up from this draft, 
and then used in the State as long as their services shall be required, 
and the remainder of the drafted men be sent to other regiments in the 
field. Assoon as the old regiments shall arrive and receive the recruits, 
or even before the recruits are ready for service, the militia can be dis- | 
. banded. The latter will thus be replaced by troops much less expens- — ° 

ive and far more efficient, and which can be sent beyond the State when 
~ no longer needed within it. It may be urged that a draft in Missouri will . 
be unfair because of the necessary imperfections of the enrollment. To | 
this I answer it will be much less unfair than the present mode of enfore- 
ing the services of the militia. 

I respectfully commend this subject to the careful consideration of the 
War Department, believing it to be one of much importance. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 
{Indorsements, ] 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, August 21, 1863. 


"Respectfully referred to the Provost-Marshal-General. 4 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


NS 


AUGUST 24, 1863. 


Respectfully submitted to the General-in-Chief for his pevtieals as pro- 
posing a change in the military affairs in Missouri. The enrollment can- _ 
not be made very rapidly in Missouri, but as soon as it is completed I 
suppose the draft will be made there as elsewhere. I cannot tell when ~~ 
that will be. : 
JAMES B. FRY, 

Provost-Marshal-General. 
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MEMPHIS, TENN., August 15, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALi4rcx, | | ter 
General-in- Chief : : | a 

I have just heard from Steele and Davidson. A gunboat will push — 
up White River to Jacksonport. The river is very ae Steele thinks > 


\ 


‘ 
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_ Kirby Smith in person is at Little Rock. Davidson is crossing part of 
his force in coal barges near Clarendon. The enemy is reported forti- 
fying the roads into Little Rock. Smith’s troops'ate said to be march- 
ing for Little Rock, abandoning Louisiana. I ought to send Steele 
_ another brigade, but can hardly spare them. If “he finds, he needs 
them, I, of course, will send them at any hazard. If General Rosecrans 


could clear the valley of the Tennessee by a cavalry division, and then | 


unite with a column from Corinth and drive in Joe Johnston’s right 
_ flank as far down as Columbus, Miss., I could spare 5,000 men to Ar- 

kansas with safety to the command. "I think Steele should have at 
least 10,000 infantry, if there be any serious intent ‘to stand at Little. 
Rock. © ‘Steele still thinks that there will be no stand until they reach 
Arkadelphia. The planters are running off their negroes southwest of 


Little Rock. 
8. A. HURLBOUT, 
Major-General. 
(Duplicate to Schofield.) 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Manne, Tenn., August 15, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. Joun A. RAWLINS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Tennessee, Vicksburg, Miss. : 


Sim: General Steele has started from Helena. It is doubtful whether 


the enemy will stand at Little Rock. Kirby Smith is reported therein » 


person and his troops on the way up, abandoning Louisiana. If they 
do, and concentrate about Little Rock, Steele will need re-enforcements. 
I can send him a brigade, but do not wish to, as my line of infantry is 


weak: He should have 5,000 good men to make it absolutely secure. ° 
If Rosecrans will move vigorously on my left, I can spare the men from, 


Corinth, and will spare them if it be necessary. Kimball's division, now 
with Steele, is not in good order nor very reliable troops. Sickness has 
reduced them, and when Steele unites with Davidson he will have not 
more than 11,000 to 12,000, which are enough for the Arkansas army, 
but not enough for Kirby Smith in addition. The expedition will be a 
hard one, from the poverty of the country and the scarcity of water. 
Everything quiet here. 
Your obedient servant, 
8S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA, 
Saint Paul, August 15, 1863—10 a. m. 


Maj. Gen. Joun Pope, Milwaukee ; 


General Sibley’s point on the Missouri Kiver was 40 miles by land 
below Fort Clark. Saysif General Sully comes up soon, he will entirely 
destroy the Indians. For three nights he fired artillery and sent up 
signal rockets, but received no response from General Sully. Major 
- Selfridge starts with your dispatch to-day. 
: S. MILLER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


- 
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HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
a ; Big Cypress Bayou, August 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. SrmpHEN A. HURLBUT, 
) Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps : ( 

. GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith dispatch received 
from General Davidson at this camp at 4 p. m..to-day. 

According to information which I have received from different sources, 
I have no doubt but that Davidson is right in regard to Kirby Smith 
being at Little Rock now, and that the rebels are going to make a stand 
at Bayou Meto. Their force is much larger than ours now, and, with 
the advantage of a deep bayou between us, and of the fortifications 


which they are constructing and which I am informed we cannot avoid, 
together with the disadvantages to us of along line of communications 


through a country almost destitute of water, I think their advantages 


, over us are too great; besides, there is a strong probability that at 


least part of Kirby Smith’s forces will join Price’s before we can reach 
there. I therefore agree with Davidson that we should have at least 
another brigade of infantry. Cavalry cannot do much against fortifica- 
tions. Davidson thinks we have plenty of artillery. We could make 
out with what artillery we have, no doubt, but 10-pounder Parrotts are 


_ the heaviest. Two 20-pounders of the same arm would be much more 


effective against works of amy sort than all the guns we have. I have 
lately had experience on this subject. They would be about as easily 
transported as the 10-pounders. At all events, I hope that the infantry 
re-enforcements will be sent up White River by steamer immediately. — 
I do not intend waiting for them, but they can join us in time to pre- 
vent a failure of the expedition, in case we have been correctly informed 


in regard to the enemy’s strength. They know exactly almost what 


force we have, and, if they make a stand, they will be fully prepared 
_ for it.. I endeavored to procure water-kegs while at Helena, but could 
notdoso. I request that six hundred, at least, more, if possible, may 


be sent with invoice, and my assistant quartermaster will receipt for — 
the same. Please give me an early reply. e 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General. 


‘ P. S.—The bushwhackers wounded one of our wagon-masters to-day 
with three buckshot. We caught one of them. I shall be at Claren- 


don, with all my force, early to-morrow. Rice’s division reached there 


yesterday. 


[Inclosure. } 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 

Clarendon, Ark., August 15, 1863. 

Major-General STEELE, 
Commanding Army of Arkansas : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report to you that the expedition 
which I sent up the river, consisting of two gunboats, under Captain 
Bache, U.S. Navy, and a battalion of the Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, 
under Major Eberhart, and of which I advised you by letter of the 11th 
instant, has returned, completely successful. The gunboats captured 
in the Little Red the two rebel steamers Kaskaskia and Tom Suggs, 
in complete running order, and destroyed the bridge of flats or pontoon 


bridge over which the ubiquitous Marmaduke had crossed the greater — 
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part of his cavalry to the south side of Little Red. This was near 
Searcy. Major Eberhart lost 2 men killed and 5 wounded, and one of 
the naval officers was wounded slightly. This infantry was attached to 
’ my division as the guards to my batteries. . 
The information brought by the expedition is of a very positive char- — 
acter. Kirby Smith is at Little Rock, and the rebels are concentrating 
and throwing up rifle-pits at Bayou Meto, 12 miles this side of Little 
Rock, their left resting upon Brownsville. Marmaduke, who keeps 
_ Missouri in a fright, is positively on the south side of Little Red, where 
I believed him to be, and on his way, with part of his cavalry, dismounted, 
to join Price. 

I think, my dear general, every hour is precious to us now, and that 
you should have another brigade, at least, of infantry. Weare rich in 
artillery. I am endeavoring to gain all needful information for you. I, 
would be obliged to you to inform Schofield of our success, so that he 
may not be apprehensive of araid into Missouri. We must have water- 
kegs sent out, one for each ambulance and wagon, if possible. 


Very truly, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


/ 


——— { 


HEADQUARTERS, : 
Station Taberville, Mo., August 16, 1863. 

General EWING, 

; Commanding District of the Border, Kansas City, Mo. : 


Sir: I received information last night from the citizens near German- ° 
town that Marchbanks was in that neighborhood with from 40 to 50 
men, threatening to devastate that country, and that he had burned 
one house near that place on last Wednesday night. They requested _ 
me to render them immediate assistance. Having sent a part of my 
teams to Sedalia for rations, with an escort of 60 men, I did not con- 
sider that I was in a situation to render them any valuable assistance 
unless I moved my command up there for a few days. I accordingly 
sent Captain Wyckoff, of Company D, with a portion of his company 
up there this morning, with instructions to reconnoiter the country 
around Germantown, and hold the place until I get there with the bal- 
ance of the command, which I expect to do on to-morrow. The situa- 
tion we arein at this post makes it wholly impossible for us to hold 
the place, furnish ourselves with rations, and do any considerable 
scouting. We have to haul our rations a distance of 80 miles. What 
forage we get has to be hauled from 30 to 35 miles. We have to go for 
our mail a distance of 20 miles. Having all these to attend to, leaves 

“us but few men to scout with, and so I concluded to move my command 
up to Germantown for a few days until I could scour the country around 
that place, and in the mean time to hear from you and get permission, 

‘if consistent with your views, to remain there until that post can be 
supplied with other troops, for I think as long as there are troops needed 
in this country they will be needed there more than at any other point, 
it being nearly entirely a loyal settlement and one of considerable wealth, 
whilst the property at and around this post is entirely secesh. Ido not 

- believe there is $1,000 worth of loyal property in 10 miles of this post, | 

* and I do not think the bushwhackers would have any inclination to 

destroy the property in and around this post. If my move to German- | 


Col. Janes McFERRAN, 


/ 


town is thought not to be advisable, please inform me, and I will return 
- to this post immediately. 


The command at this post has labored under a great many disad: 
vantages this summer, more perhaps than any other portion of our 
regiment, and yet we have not been altogether idle. 1 am willing to 
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compare our labor with any other portion of the regiment, taking into — 


consideration the advantages and disadvantages. We have killed 4 


= bushwhackers, captured 15 head of horses, and rescued 4 negroes, who 


were being taken south; we have captured 4 prisoners and a rebel 


~ mail, and have not had a man either killed or wounded, and yet I have 


been informed that it has been reported that we have been idle, whilst 
others, who have not done near so much service and have had at least 
one man killed and another one wounded, claim that they have done all 
the work in this part of the country. I forwarded you the rebel mail 
captured last week, which I am in hopes you have received. I shall 
keep you posted in regard to our movements. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. McGHER, 
Major, Commanding Station. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Warrensburg, Mo., , August 16, 1863. 


First Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Lexington, Mo.: 
Sim: I have the honor to state to you that I have managed to entrap 


‘one noted bushwhacker. I ascertained where there were some that 


frequented a certain house. On yesterday I ordered a scout of 20 men, 


‘under command of Captain Peery, to start at dark and proceed to the 


place referred to, which is about 8 miles from here, with orders to conceal 
their horses in the brush and then surround the house, and keep con- 
cealed until after breakfast-time, at the same time to leave a guard with 
the horses, which the captain executed to the letter. About sunrise this 
morning, they discovered a man sitting on the porch. They raised up 
out of the weeds, and the man started torun. On being ordered to halt, 
continued to run, and the shooting commenced. Thecaptain says almost 


_ every shot took effect. After receiving eight or ten shots he fell dead ;_ 


his name was Spencer; he is said to be one of the worst in the country, 
I find the only way to wet them is to waylay them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MILTON BURRIS, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


NEw MAnpRID, Mo., August 17, 1863. 
Colonel HARDING, Commanding Post: 

Sir: Being one of the many that have been broken up and driven from 
home and property by the hoards of guerrillas that infest that part of 
the country of which I am a citizen, and being obliged to fly from the 
place that gave me birth, and not wishing to. leave all that has taken 


me a life- time to accumulate, and not wishing to yield so readily to these 


bands of thieves and rebels, I have been spending my time and money — 


in organizing a few good and tried men as scouts, to punish these in- 


truders of our peace. Not wishing to act without proper authority, T 


would most respectfully say that T have now 25 men in my COMDSRY 
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who will furnish their own Hoikes without any expense to the General 


” Government whatever. But the greatest thing needed is arms todo with, 


and but a small amount of provisions, if needed. Knowing the country 
from this point to Fort Pillow, also the feelings and dispositions of the 
inhabitants as well as can possibly be known, and as there is no Fed- 
eral force in this part of Arkansas to which I allude, to check these 
rebels, I will agree to clean them out between these points, namely, Saint 


- Francis and Little River and the Mississippi, a distance of about 40 


miles, which is difficult, on account of the nature of the country, for 


-any large force to penetrate, and as few men know this part of country” 
well enough to effect these marauders, and as i have been a resident of. 


Mississippi County for the last twelve years, having dealt in land and 
stock during that time, which has given me an opportunity of knowing 
the country and people as wellas can be known by any man. We have 
been connected with the Federal army as scouts under General Dodge, © 
at Trenton, Tenn., for six months; also under Colonel [E. H.] Wolfe, 
commandin g station of Fort Pillow, for the last three months. We think 
we have been of some service to our country. Wenow wish to clear out 
our homesteads, that our families may have some peace and a place to 
stay in this our country. We wish to act as a Home Guard, and scout 
this region of country. The rebel forces lie from 50 to 100 miles west of 
this place, and are continually spying out the inhabitants and conscript- 
ing them, and smuggling through supplies. 

Hoping this will meet your favorable consideration, I am very re- 
specttfully, your obedient servant, 

LUKE LANIER, 


{Indorsement. ] 
New MAprRIp, August 19, 1863. 


Respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general of the de- 
partment. Such a corps as that referred to within would be of use in 


this region and below. 
CHESTER HARDING, JR., 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


[Inclosure.] 


UNITED STATES GUNBOAT FAWN, 
Off New Madrid, August 17, 1863. 
Colonel Harpine, Commanding Military Post, New Madrid : 


Siz: I take eee in recommending to your notice Mr. Lanier as a 
man worthy of confidence. He is intelligent and reliable, and I believe’ 
him capable of fulfilling whatever he proposes. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
JOHN R. GRACE, 
Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
Clarendon, Ark.,; August 18, 1863. 


“Maj. Gen. Sturuun A. HuRLBUT, 


Commanding Six teenth Army y Corps: 
GENERAL: Nothing has occurred since my arrival here to change the 


opinion expressed in my letter from Big Cypress. * 
__ Our scouts have had several skirmishes on the other side of the river 


*Of August 16. See p. 454. 
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and taken several prisonérs. They all say that they do not regret being 
_ taken, and answer our questions promptly in regard to the prepara- 


: tions being made to defend Little Rock. They say Kirby Smith is at’ | 
Bayou Meto and Price at Little Rock, both fortifying. Smith’s troops | 


had not arrived at Little Rock threedaysago. I have guides, men well 
acquainted with the country, who say they think that if we follow Bayou 
~Meto to near the Arkansas, we can cross and turn the fortifications. 
Davidson’s division finished crossing over White to-day. We had to 
build a corduroy road for 2 miles across the bottom on the other side. 


_ Harris’ Ferry, 7 miles below, is a better landing, and there is a good 


road out from the river, but there are several bayous intervening 
’ between here and there on this side. We shall, therefore, cross every- 
thing over here, and reach the prairie on the other side as soon as pos- 
sible. We have several hundred sick, including those of Davidson’s 
- division, and shall establish a hospital at this place, so near the river 


= that it will be under cover of the gunboats. We shall also leave some 
stores, to be protected by them. The rebels seem to have withdrawn ~ 


_all their forces from this side, and have nothing near here on the other 
‘side, except pickets and outposts. Devall’s Bluff is entirely abandoned. 
They have not yet done any damage to the railroad, and the trains 
have not been heard of since the steamboats were captured by Bache. 
~ When we get Little Rock and the railroad, Devall’s Bluff will be the 
- point for our depot on the White. On consulting Davidson and. his 
officers in regard to sending a cavalry force to Memphis, along the line 
of the ‘projected railroad, they all say it is impracticable. All the 
bridges and boats of every description were destroyed by them, and 
~ could not be improvised by a party of cavalrymen, and without some- 
_. thing of the sort some of the streams could not be crossed. Every- 
body with whom I have conversed on the subject reports against the 
practicability of constructing this road without great labor and at an 
enormous expense. My guide informs me that he passed over the road, 
or a large part of it, this season in a boat, and that the water was in 
many places over the road for several miles in extent 15 feet or over. 
- L hope you will, after receiving this statement of the facts, excuse me 
_ for not communicating with Memphis by cavalry. It would not be safe 
to send less than two squadrons, and I have not the men to spare, pro- 
- vided it were practicable. You will observe by my returns of the 10th 
_ instant that: the aggregate of all arms for duty amounts to only 11,790. 
_ Many have reported sick on the march, and about 1,000 of the conva- 
_ lescents that were to join us by water have not yet arrived. However, 
I shall push on, and if the rebels make a determined stand, will use 
intrenching tools until re-enforcements come up. 
Very truly, general, your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., August 18, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, Commanding : 


GENERAL: Capt. James F’. Young, Fifth Kansas, bearer of your dis- 
patches to Major-Generals Grant and Hurlbut, arrived here yesterday, 


and your dispatches have been promptly forwarded. I still remain» 


without written instructions from you. We are using all possible care 


and labor to send on your supplies, but our force here is inadequate to 
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the work required, and sometimes delay 0 oceurs on that account. We 
have finally succeeded i in organizing the convalescent camp to a certain 
degree, and are busy selecting the shirks from the really unable men. 
Men fit for duty belonging to regiments with the expedition will be sent 
with every boat. Two hundred men have been detailed as nurses to ' 
take charge of the sick, under charge of Surgeon York. The numberof __ 
sick as far as ascertained at present is 1,111. 
With the hard labor to be performed, ‘the small force left at this post 
is fast declining in health. 
It is reported that the bridges over Cypress Bayou and Big Creek are ut 
destroyed. Captain Noble reports that he has a train ready for you, | 
but we have no escort to send with it. This being your base of sup- _ 
plies, I would respectfully suggest that the garrison of this post be — 
strengthened by two regiments of infantry and one regiment of cavalry. 
We have received no regular | mail for three days, on account of the sf 
courier being out of repairs. Isend you a few late papers. Es 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. MON TGOMERY, 
Col. Twenty-fifth Wisconsin Vols., Comdg. Dist. of Eastern "Ark. 


(Copy to Hurlbut.) 


[Indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., August 18, 1863. 
Major-General HURLBUT, . 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps: 


' Thereby respectfully forward the inclosed copy of my letter to Major- 
General Steele, the re-enforcements called for in the same being required 
immediately, and expecting the same to be sent by you, if the sugges- 
tion should meet your approval. 

M. MONTGOMERY, 
Colonel Twenty-fifth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 
Commanding District of Hastern Arkansas. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
ms Pilot Knob, Mo., August 18, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to communicate that numerous deserters 
from the rebel army, refugees, and paroled men are arriving at this post 
‘from the State line, Jacksonport, Little Rock, &c. They state that 
Price is 12 miles from Little Rock, building strong fortifications on vie 
Bayou Meto, and expecting to be joined by Kirby | Smith. 

Marmaduke is at Jacksonport, and his command, aggregating nee 
5,000, are scattered in different camps from Pocahontas to Batesville. 
Burbridge holds Pocahontas. Camp rumors were that Marmaduke was 
contemplating the redemption of Missouri once more. 

Holmes died on Sunday, August 2, of delirium tremens. One in- 
formed assures me that he saw his body lying in state at headquarters, 
and that he is very dead. Price isin command. Governor Reynolds 


at Little Rock. Ihave sent an expedition from this point, which will 


to-day be joined at Greenville by a similar party from Cape Girardeau. 
The united command will go down as far as Pitman’s Ferry, and it may 
be Pocahontas, and return via Spring River and Centreville. 1 trust 
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_ they will obtain reliable information touching the movements of rebel 
‘force, and clear out the guerrilla gangs of Reves and Freeman. Why- , 
bark, the captured provost-marshal, has probably been murdered. He 

was released on parole at Jacksonport, with two soldiers who were cap- ~ 


tured with him, and was returning to this post on foot; was retaken by 
a gang with blackened faces 15 miles this side of Doniphan, and hurried 


~ into the woods; was shot in one of his legs as he was seized. Soldiers 


with him have arrived here. I shall use every available man I have in 
keeping my district a hot place for these guerrillas, and, if the regular 


Confederate force invades my territory, will give them the best we have. 


Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL Figtican HpDQRS. DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 


No. 9 Kansas City, Mo., August 18, 1863. 


I. Lieut. Col. Walter King, Fourth Regiment Missouri State Militia, 
will, as often as may be necessary, visit the several military stations in 


that part of Missouri included in this district, and ascertain what negroes 


are there who desire escort out of Missouri, and were they slaves of per- 
sons who, since the 17th day of July, 1862, have been engaged in the 
rebellion, or have in any way given aid or comfort thereto. He will 


make and certify a list of all such negroes at each of such stations, and 


of the persons by whom the disloyalty of their master can be shown, 
and will deliver one copy of such list to the commander of such station 
and forward one to these headquarters. Before preparing such lists he 


- will give due and public notice of the time at which he will be engaged 


in such duty at each station. He will be governed in the discharge of 


his duties by special written instructions received from or through these — 
» headquarters. 


II. Commanders of such stations will furnish from time to time, as 
they may be called for by commanders of escorts, copies of the lists so 
prepared and filed with them, and will issue rations, where necessary, 


_ to negroes named in such lists who are unable to move from such sta- 


tion or to earn a living there, until escort can be furnished them to a 


_ place of safety where they can support themselves. 


III. Commanders of companies or detachments serving in that part 
of Missouri included in this district will give escort and subsistence, 
where practicable, to all negroes named in such certified lists to Inde- 
pendence, Kansas City, Westport, or the State of Kansas, sending direct 
to pare headquarters all such negroes fit for military duty and willing 
to enlist. 

By order of Brigadier-General Ewing: 


P. B. PLUMB, 
Major and Chief of Staff. — 
GENERAL ORDERS, Hpars. DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, ; 
No. 10. Kansas City, Mo., August 18, 1863. . 


I. Officers commanding companies and detachments will give escort 


and subsistence, as far as practicable, through that part of Missouri in- 


- cluded in this district, to all loyal free persons desiring to remove to 
the State of Kansas or to permanent military stations m Missouri, in- | 


cluding all persons who have been ascertained in the manner provided 


in General Orders, No. 9, of this district to have been the slaves of per. — 


i wk . vex 
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sons engaged in aiding the rebellion since July 17, 1862. Where neces- 
sary, the teams of persons who have aided the rebellion since September _ 
25, 1862, will be taken to help such removal, and, after being used for 
that purpose, will be.turned over to the officer commanding the nearest 
mnilitary station, who will at once report them to an assistant provost- 
marshal or to the district provost-marshal, and hold them subject to his 
orders. 
If. Such officers will arrest, and send to the district provost- marshal 
for punishment, all men (and all women not heads of families) who will- 
fully aid and encourage guerrillas, with a written statement of'the \.— 
names and residences of such persons and of the proof against them. — 
They will discriminate as carefully as possible between those who are - 
compelled, by threats or fears, to aid the rebels and those who aid them 
‘from disloyal motives. The wives and children of known guerrillas, 
and also women ‘who are heads of families and are willfully engaged in ~ 
aiding guerrillas, will be notified by such officers to remove out of this 
district and out of the State of Missouri forthwith. They will be per- 


mitted to take, unmolested, their stock, provisions, and household | ~ 


goods. * If they fail to remove promptly, they will be sent by such offi- -— 
cers, under escort, to Kansas City for shipment south, with their clothes - 
and such necessary household furniture and provision as may be worth 
removing. 

III. Persons who have borne arms against the Government, and vol- 
untarily lay them down and surrender themselves at a military station, 
will be sent, under escort, to the district provost-marshal at these head- 
quarters. Such persons will be banished, with their families, to such 
State or district out of this department as "the general commanding the ~ 
department may direct, and will there remain exempt from other mili- 
tary punishment on account of their past cislayalys but not oxmaet 
from civil trial for treason. 

“IV. No officer or enlisted man, without special eee from these 
headquarters, will burn or destroy any buildings, fences, crops, or other — 
property, but all furnaces and fixtures of blacksmiths’ shops in that part 
of Missouri included in this district not at military stations will be de: 
stroyed, and the tools either removed to such stations or destroy ed. | 

ae Commanders of companies and detachments serving in Missouri 
will not allow persons not in the military service of the United States > 
to accompany them on duty, except when employed as guides, and will 
_ be held responsible for the good conduct of such men employed as 

guides, and for their obedience to orders. 

VI. Officers and enlisted men belonging to regiments or companies, 
organized or unorganized, are prohibited going from Kansas to the Dis- 

’ trict of Northern Missouri without written permission or order from 
these headquarters or from the assistant provost-marshal at Leaven- ' 
worth City, or the commanding officer at Fort Leavenworth, or some offi- 
cer commanding a military station in the District of Northern Missouri. 
By order of Brigadier-General Ewing: P. B. PLUMB, 


Major and Chief of Staff, 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., August 19, 1863. 
- Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
; Saint Louis, Mo. : 
__ Tam now moving a brigade of infantry to re-enforce Steele. They will 
leave for Helena to-morrow and the day after, and march to Clarendon. 
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we The enemy in force are reported tortifying at Bayou Meto; strength iq 
uncertain; probably, however, stronger than our united column. If — 


it be necessary to breach fortifications, either there or at Little Rock, 
Steele wants a battery of 20-pounder Parrott guns. I have no such guns ~ 


“in movable condition, nor am I sure that General Grant has, in con- 


dition for transportation. Iam now sending Davidson ammunition. 


The question of forage for this command is avery serious one, but we . i 


are exerting every nerve to obtain it. Your personal attention to it at 
Saint Louis may expedite matters. 
When Steele receives the re-enforcements, he will have 15,000 men, 


with a full supply of field guns. All that is wanting now is a rise in 


‘Major-General STEELE, 


the Arkansas, which I do not expect before October. 


Ss. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., August 19, 1863. 


Commanding Arkansas Hapedition : 
GENERAL: I have on the march to this place True’s brigade of in- 


fantry anda light battery. They will bring 2,300 men for duty, healthy - | 


and active, and will be ordered to report by boat to Helena, thence by 


Maj. H. Z. Curtis, 


land to Clarendon to you. ‘This is all I can spare just now, unless you 
are in great need, in which case I will send you the Memphis brigade. 
I am, ready to supply you to the last extremity, but wish to throw no 


more troops over there than I can avoid, on account of supplies. I 


expect good things from the expedition, and as soon as the water rises 
in the Arkansas will be able to throw any required force into the coun- 
try. Without knowing much of the country, it appears to me that the 
Bayou Meto can be turned. I have sent for 20-pounder Parrotts; I 
have none that are horsed. Keep me advised when you have oppor- 
tunity, and, if you once break their array, let Davidson’s cavalry pursue 
remorselessly ; severe punishment is humanity in these cases. Seize. 
the railroad and rolling-stock, if possible, and send me estimate of what 
it will take to repair and run it from Memphis. 
Your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBOT, 
Major-General. — 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Blunt, August 19, 1863. 


_— Assistant Adjutant-General, Fort Scott: 


Masor: To-day I have a burning fever again, and the prospect looks: 
as though I might be quite sick. I have all the time so far kept about 
(with the exception of a few days when first attacked) and attended to 
business, but as soon as I get this express off I shall remain quiet. 
This is discouraging. Ihave been waiting for my health to sufficiently 
recover to cross into Dixie. When I thought I could venture, and was | 
about to issue orders, I heard unofficially that Colonel Cloud was mov- — 
ing down through Fayetteville with 1,500 troops and four guns of Rabb’s’ 
battery. I immediately sent a dispatch to him, and concluded to post- 


* pone movements until I heard from this, which I have not yet done. I _ 
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ordered the Second Kansas and Rabb’s battery to this place by rapid 
marches., 

On the 17th, several of the Second Kansas abrived. from Colonel Cloud, 
through whom he reported to me verbally. Fearing my orders had not 
reached him, I sent his own messengers back this morning, repeating 


_ the orders, so that I expect these troops to arrive atany hour. As soon | 


as I get them up, I shall move against the enemy if I am able to be 
hauled in my carriage, and will run the risk of being able to sit on my 
mule when the tug of war comes. 

Steele has fallen back to Briartown, on the Canadian. I think he has ; 
withdrawn what troops he had at Fort Smith and concentrated them at - 
this one point, and from indications the last few days I think he has 
concluded he may have to abandon this country, as the rebels have been — 
engaged lately in moving their families south to Red River. General 
Steele sent his own family south from Fort Smith a few days since. It 
is also decidedly my opinion that they will have to abandon this coun- © 
try nowif Iam not sick. If I succeed as I expect when Lecross.the © 
river, I shall occupy Fort Smith permanently with a part of the force, 
making this the main depot for supplies, and convey them from here to 
that point in the transportation belonging to the command until they 
can come through some other channel. I can then fatten my stock, 
which needs it badly. 2 

The weather is very warm, 98 degrees in the shade, and I am losing 
many horses that give out on scouts and have tobe abandoned. Ihave 
been buying up all the horses that are to be had, but the deficiency can- 
not be supplied in that way. If I succeed as I wish, I hope to ie sce 
some from the enemy. The mules, many of them, are ; awful, though bet- | 
ter than when I came, but the weather is so hot that, together with the - 
flies and tough grass, they do not improve any now, and can only hold I 
their own when they are not used. 

* * * * * * 4 * 


Yours, truly, JAS. G. BLUNT 
é Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, August 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief, Washington, D.O.: ea 
GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit inclosed reports of Briga. 
dier-General Sibley and his subordinates, of the late Indian campaign,* 
and.the battles fought with the hostile Sioux. The results of this ex- 
pedition furnish a sufficient commentary upon the representations and 


* recommendations made to you and the Secretary of War by irresponsi- 


ble persons concerning the organization and conduct of this expedition 
and the condition of “Indian affairs in Minnesota. It is easy for per- 
sons who are not responsible for results to find' fault and give advice, 
but nothing is more certain than that if the suggestions of Mr. Will- 
jiamson and others had been adopted, and any force sent against the 
Indians much smaller than Sibley took with him, such force would have 
been cut to pieces or driven back, and the whole of the hostile Indians 
precipitated upon the frontier settlements of Minnesota and Iowa. Of 


course, the military authorities would have been held accountable, and 


* Probably those on pp, 352-372, Part I. 


* : ; Ye =, er Rees re Sat as ae he Vea tg Bade cae 
“464. , MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T.,-AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV, ~~ 


* 


properly so, whoever might have been these advisers, and whosesoever 


counsels had been adopted. It is safe to suppose that the military 
authorities who are responsible have taken every possible means to 
acquaint themselves with the true condition of affairs, and have adopted 
such measures as will meet the case. As they have the means to procure 


information which private individuals have not, there can be no reason- 
~ able doubt but that they are better informed than any private citizen 


~ whatsoever upon matters peculiarly their own business. 


I submit these remarks because, although the persons who have been 


so busy in fault-finding in the matter of Indian affairs in this depart- 


~. ment have been completely discomfited by the results of Sibley’s cam- 


paign, it may be certainly predicted that they will not be long resorting 
to the same course, and with the same confident assurance. It is to be 
hoped that they are actuated only by a desire to promote the public 
interest. 
General Sully has not made the progress whicl. was expected of him, 
and which it was in his power to have made, but the Indians were so 
‘badly worsted by Sibley, and are in so destitute a condition, that he has 
nothing to do except follow up Sibley’s success with any ordinary energy 
and the whole of the Indians of the Upper Missouri will be reduced toa 


state of quiet which has not obtained for some years. General Sibley’s. 


expedition has reached Fort Abercrombie by this date; will probably 
reach the Mississippi, or those stations near it, by the first week in 
September. It is my’ present belief (and I have no doubt a correct 


~ one) that I shall be able at once to send south four of the five regi- 


ments of infantry now in Minnesota, and one battery of artillery. I 
shall expect instructions as to where they are to be sent in time. The 


regiment of Mounted Rangers, the only mounted force in Minnesota, 


will be disbanded by the expiration of their term of service about Octo- 
ber 1. I would request that authority be given to re-enlist 500 of them 


- for another year, under a lieutenant-colonel. They have horses and arms, 


have had much experience in frontier service, and will be in good con- 
dition. With one regiment of infantry distributed at the various posts in 


Minnesota, and with this mounted force of 500 men, I think the security — 


of the frontier will be effected completely. In truth, I do not myself 
believe one-half of this force will be needed; but some time will elapse 
before the apprehensions of the frontier settlers will be allayed, and this 
force will be required to give them sufficient confidence to remain o 
their farms. 
_ lam, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


MEMPHIS, August 21, [1863.] 
Major-General GRANT : 

GENERAL: I forgot to mention to you a matter as to which I am not 
sure what to do. Steele reports to me. I have your order to organize, 
&e., the Arkansas expedition. The infantry is from my corps, but you 
have also sent me a dispatch from General Halleck that troops serving 
in this expedition shall be under command of Major-General Schofield. 
. Will you please inform me whether I am responsible for the expedition, 
and, if so, how far ? : 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
Ss. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


‘ 
% 
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The troops with Steele are in Schofield’s department, and will be sub- 
ject to his orders, according to General Halleck’s dispatch ; but being 
nearer Steele than the headquarters of the department in which he is. 
serving, any aid you can give him it is advisable you should give, | 
whether it is men or supplies he may require. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Major-General. 


SatnT Louis, Mo., August 22, 1863. 
Major-General HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief : 


General Steele thinks Kirby Smith’s force is satine up to Little 
‘Rock to join Price. General Hurlbut says if General Rosecrans can 
clear the valley of the Tennessee and unite with a force from Corinth, 
to drive back Johnston, he can spare 5,000 more men for General Steele. 
If Steele’s information is correct, he will probably want more force than 


he now has. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
In the Field, Fort Blunt, August 22, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge yours of the 10th instant, 
relative to the organization of the Kansas Indians for the purpose of 
increasing my force and to enable me to get possession of and occupy 
the whole Indian Territory, preparatory to the removal thereto of the 
Kansas Indians. 

‘There are several reasons why I do not think such a policy practicable 
or advisable. It would take several months under the most favorable 


circumstances to organize and put into the field the Indians referred to, 


even were they ready and willing to enlist, of which fact I am not ad- 
vised, but presume they would be very slow to enlist; besides, my ex- 
perience thus far with Indian soldiers has convinced me that they are 
of little service to the Government compared with other soldiers. The 
Cherokees, who are far superior in every respect to the Kansas Indians, 
did very good service while they had a specific object in view—the pos- 
session and occupation of their own country ; having accomplished that, 
they have become greatly demoralized and nearly worthless as troops. 
I would earnestly recommend that (as the best policy the Government 
can pursue with these Indian regiments) they be mustered out of serv- 
ice some time during the coming winter, and put to work raising their 
subsistence, with a few white troops stationed among them for their 
protection. 

I would not exchange one regiment of negro troops for ten regiments 
_ of Indians, and they can be obtained in abundance whenever Texas is 

_ reached. 

In ten days from this date, if I have the success I expect, the Indian 

Territory south of the Arkansas River will be in our possession. 
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The Second Kansas and two sections of Rabb’s battery arrived here — ; 
: yesterday, : and all my available force, about 4,000, are now crossing the 


Arkansas. 


I shall leave in a few hours, and forty-eight hours hence, if the enemy k ! 


remain in their present position, will settle the contest in the Indian 
country. The enemy’s force is about 8,000, yet, with the odds against 


‘me, I have no fears of the result. I should have moved against them 


several days ago, but the condition of my health prevented it... They 
evidently contemplate the possibility of their having to abandon the 
entire country south of the Arkansas and north of Red River. For 
the last two weeks they have been moving the rebel families to Texas. 
General [William] Steele moved his family south from Fort Smith a 


few days since. If defeated now, it is my opinion they will not make 


another stand this side of Red River. I will write you more fully in a 
few days. 
_ Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Blunt, August 22, 1863. 


General McNEIL, 
aA Commanding District of Southwestern Missouri : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that my command arrived, 
part of it yesterday, and a part are just near at this time. I learn that 
Colonel Catherwood is to be in to-night. 

We are now crossing the river, with the intention of attacking the 
enemy at or near Honey Springs; results uncertain; distance, 30 miles, 
perhaps 40 or 50; numbers uncertain, but we have a good force of mixed 
troops. 

I received such information from General Blunt as required me to 


come. I will report from time to time, as opportunity occurs. 


I went to Bentonville, Fayetteville, Cane Hill, Cincinnati, and Rhea’s 


‘Mills, then to Park Hill and Fort Blunt. I chased Colonel Scott, with 


five companies, across the Boston Mountains, south of Prairie Grove, 
which place [ visited. There are about 250 men in various parts of 


Northern Arkansas, exclusive of Coffee. I learn that Catherwood had- 


a good chase after Coffee, and took his ammunition. My command 
took a team and 5,000 rounds of ammunition from Scott’s command. 


‘The people along the line of Arkansas and the Nation are in a dan-. 


ie 
ak 


gerous situation as to defense against the Indians, who kill and plunder » 


at will. 
I am desirous to finish this campaign and return. It is the intention 


of the general to go to Fort Smith, and I expect to enter your district _ 


at Van “Buren when the campaign is closed. 
My earliest opportunity to communicate with you will be improved. 


Respectfully, ah BMS 
e Mes 
Colonel, Commanding. 


[P. S.]—Inclosed please find copies of order under which I moved to 


this place. When they were received, Colonel Catherwood had not _ 
reported; and concluding that he had missed me, or from some other . 


reason had concluded not to report to me, and being loth to leave the 
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train in the woods at the Line, I came on with the Second Battery, fre 
ing the infantry to guard the train to this place. After I left, Cather- 


wood came to the train and came on, and has just Tener nee "We willie 


- return at the earliest practicable moment. 


Respectfully, oo ie dis 
Colonel, Commanding, 


[Inclosures.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
In the Field, Fort Blunt, C. N., August 14, 1863. 


Col. WiLL1AmM F. CLovup, 
Commanding Troops in Western, Arkansas : 


COLONEL: I hear (unofficially) that Federal troops are in the vicinity 
of Fayetteville, Ark. Send forward the Second Kansas and Rabb’s 
battery (if in your command) by forced marches. They should march 
light, with cooked rations, and let transportation follow under a light 
escort. The remainder of the troops should occupy position near Cin- ~ 
cinnati or Evansville. The necessity for the forces I request is press- 
ing. A battle is pending, and will be fought within a few days, with | 
heavy odds against me. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
In the Field, Fort Blunt, August 19, 1863. 


Col. WILLIAM F. Coup, 
Commanding Troops of Northwestern Arkansas : 


Hearing that you were in Benton County, with a Federal force, I sent 
you a dispatch, copy of which I here forward; but as yet have heard 
nothing from ‘the messenger I sent, and do not know that it has 
reached you. If you have not received it, and moved accordingly, you 
will, immediately on receipt of this, send the Second Kansas and Rabb’s 
battery to this place with as little delay as possible. 


The infantry, with a few mounted men for picket duty, sHould’ beleft — 


with the supply train in the vicinity of Lindsay’s Prairie, or farther 
south, on the Line road, holding themselves ready to march to Fort 
Smith, when they shall receive orders so to do. It is important that 


_ the movements of the Second Kansas and battery should be as rapid as 


possible. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


LEAVENWORTH, 
August 22, 1863. 


Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 


Kansas is again invaded; Lawrence burned and plundered.* Will 


* See Quantrill’s raid into Kansas, August 20-28, Part I, pp. 572-593. 
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you order commanding officer of Leavenworth arsenal to turn over to 
the State one thousand stand of arms, with necessary ammunition and 


. 


‘ THOMAS CARNEY, 
‘ Governor of Kansas. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, August 22, 1863. 
Governor CARNEY, Leavenworth, Kans.: — 


_ The order for arms and ammunition, requested in your telegram of 
this evening, has been given. They will be turned over on your requi- 
sition. Any other aid you require will be given, if in the power of the 


Government. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
Devalls Bluff, Ark., August 23, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn. : 
GENERAL: Having reconnoitered the different routes, I have decide 
to commence my line of operations at this point, and have moved the 


_ depot and hospital here to-day. The site chosen is a plateau (oak 


opening), high bluff on the river, and sloping on both sides, on one side 
a deep ravine. The two gunboats which are to remain here can defend 
the flanks, and an intrenchment can be thrown up in rear, which will 
make the place tolerably secure against any force that will be likely to 
annoy us while we are pushing the enemy to the front. The buildings 
here do not amount to much, but there is considerable lumber, and, by 
sending to Clarendon for more, we can erect tolerable shelter for the 
sick and the supplies. The sick list is trightful, including many officers. 
One brigade is commanded by a lieutenant-colonel, two colonels having 
given up in the last three days. If you do not send re-enforcements, [ 
shall very likely meet with a disaster. This is the poorest command 
that I have ever seen, except the cavalry. More than a thousand here 
present are reported unfit for duty, and about one-half of the command 
proper are absent. Davidson’s camp is at Deadman’s Lake, about 15 
miles this side of Brownsville. He was to reconnoiter the latter place 
in force to-day. Deserters report that one brigade of Kirby Smith’s 
troops, under Frost, were at Bayou Meto. Everything indicates that 
the rebels will make a determined resistance at this point. We need 
four gunboats on this river, one at Saint Charles, two at this point, and 
one as a convoy. Of those now here, one is unfit for service and the 
other three out of repair. White River is at present a better one for 
the purpose of navigation than the Mississippi; it is falling now, but 


will rise again next month, and can be depended upon all the time for — 


over 4 feet of water to this point. No matter what steamboat men say, 
this is a fact. I refer you to Commander Bache, U.S. Navy, in regard 
to the facts in the case. No pilot is required; all that is necessary is 
to keep a boat from running into the banks. With such a base as this, 
it will be a very easy matter to carry on operations against Little Rock, 


if proper means be supplied. We hear nothing of General Blunt. Pris. — 


oners say General Cooper has fallen back to Little Rock. A French- 


man from New Orleans, who was at Des Arc, confirms the accounts — 


o 
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_ which I have received from other sources in regard to the Sieestatts and,‘ 


_ intentions of the enemy. He says Marmaduke was peremptorily dis- 
_ missed the service for allowing our gunboats to capture the two steam- 
- ers up Little Red. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major. General. 


P. S.—I have received notice from Helena that there is a supply train 


for this command waiting there for an escort. Part of this train was ~ 


sent from Cape Girardeau and belongs to Davidson’s division. I can- 
not send an escort. The rebels have destroyed the bridge we built over 
Big Creek. This train would probably be sufficient transportation for 


another brigade. I think this command has enough already to keep it — 


supplied from this place. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

; Memphis, Tenn., August 24, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 

Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


GENERAL: Under the present state of orders, as I understand them, - 


the troops composing Steele’s expedition are under your military com- 


mand. I bear them on my books as detached, but give them no orders — 


for movements. 

I have sent to-day four regiments of infantry and one battery, by 
way of Helena by boat, then by land to Clarendon, to report to Steele. 
Unless I am deceived, this force will be sufficient. If not, and I am 


suddenly called upon by Steele, I will send another brigade of infantry, 


which will greatly expose my line; yet it shall be done if he deems it 
necessary. Supplies should be pushed forward from Saint Louis, direct 
to Clarendon. 

You will, of course, realize my singular onenione furnishing the in- 
fantry for this expedition, with no control over it, and will, I trust, 


endeavor to give such directions to the force now within your depart- 


ment as will lead to the general benefit. 
You may command me at any time to the extent of my means of co- 
operation. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ss. A. HURLB UT, 
Major- General. 


5 Saint Louis, Mo., August 24, 1863, 
Brigadier-General Ew1ne, Kansas Cit, as 

I will send six companies of the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry (240 men) 
to Sedalia, with orders to report to you. Send them orders at Sedalia. 
I will also direct General Brown to give you all the force he can spare 
temporarily. Would it not be well to call on the Governor of Kansas 
to furnish you a militia force to guard your posts a short time, so that 
your whole cavalry [force] can be put in the field after Quantrill? 
\ Spare ; no means by which he may be destroyed. 

; J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


.° 


= 


hy 


} 


Be AREER SUN adr aR ea Ua Ay Les ! Saas eee 


_ general. 


infantry, and Battery A, Third Illinois Artillery, making anaggregate _ 
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GENERAL ORDERS, | HbQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
‘No. 85.) | } Saint Louis, Mo., August 24, 1863. 
The orders of the War Department give the provost-marshal-gen- 
eral of this department, acting under instructions from the commissary- 
general of prisoners, control of all military prisons in the department 
and of all prisoners confined therein. 
_ All provost-marshals, prison commanders, and other officers having 
charge of military prisons, or the custody of prisoners, will observe and 
obey such instructions as they may receive from the provost-marshal- 
- By command of Major-General Schofield : 
C. W. MARSH, 
Be Assistant Adjutant-General. 


- GENERAL oot _  Hpqrs. DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST, 


No. 30. Milwaukee, Wis., August 24, 1863. 


* *- * * * * * 


Il. The First Military District of this department will hereafter be 
known as the District of Dakota. 

III. The following counties of the State of Iowa are detached from 
the District of Iowa and annexed to the District of Dakota, viz: Cal- 
houn, Sac, Ida, Woodbury, Plymouth, Cherokee, Buena Vista, Poca- 
hontas, Palo Alto, Clay, O’Brien, Sioux, Buncombe, Osceola, Dickinson, — 
and Emmett. 

By command of Major-General Pope: 

| J. F. MELINE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| . LEAVENWORTH, August 24, 1863. 
Hon. EB. M. STANTON: 


Just returned from Lawrence. City in ashes. One hundred and 


twenty-eight peaceable citizens now known to be murdered. Enemy 


increasing. Hordes of the men from Price’s and Pemberton’s commands 
are upon our border. Must have more troops. Either the Kansas 
regiments should be ordered to defend this State or authority should 
be given me to raise two new regiments for home protection. Will you 
at once order enough to meet our wants? Will write in detail to-day. 
THOMAS CARNEY, 
, Governor of Kansas. 


HDQRs. 3D BRIGADE, 3D DIVISION, 16TH ARMY CoRPs, 
Helena, Ark., August 25, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, Clarendon, Ark. : 


Sir: I am ordered by Major-General Hurlbut to report to you from 
this place, and to join you with my command at Clarendon as soon as: . 
possible. J am now awaiting the arrival of one of my regiments, when 
I shall take up my march at once. I shall probably be able to move 


to-morrow. My brigade consists of the Sixty-second Illinois, Forty- 


ninth Illinois, Fiftieth Indiana, and Twenty-seventh Iowa Regiments of ‘ . 


Vegst 
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of about 2,000 effective force. I learn from Colonel, Montgomery that 
the bridge across Big Creek is entirely destroyed by fire, and that may 
delay me some. I will be in Clarendon as soon as I can march there, 
which will be some four or five days’ march, with the train that I have 
and the prospect of the weather and roads. Of this, however, you can 
best judge. A | eae 
J am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. JAS. M. TRUE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


4 


\HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, | 
Saint Louis, August 25, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EwIne, 
- Commanding District of the Border, Kansas City, Mo.: 
GENERAL : Linclose a draught of an order which I propose to issue in 
due time. I send it to you in order that you may make the necessary © 
preparations for it. Such a measure will, of course, produce retaliation 
upon such loyal people as may be exposed to it, and they should, as far 
as possible, be removed to places of safety before the execution of the 
order is commenced or the purpose to execute it is made public. Also, _ 
it is necessary to be quite certain that you have the power to put down | 
the rebel bands and prevent retaliation like that recently inflicted upon 
Lawrence, if, indeed, that can be regarded or was intended as an act of 
retaliation. My information relative to that distressing affair is too im- 
perfect to enable me to judge accurately on this point. But it occurs 
to me as at least probable that the massacre and burning at Lawrence 
was the immediate consequence of the inauguration of the policy of re- 
moving from the border counties the slaves of rebels and the families of 
bushwhackers. If this is true, it would seem a strong argument against 
the wisdom of such policy. You are in position to judge of all this bet- 
ter thanI can. At all events, I am_ pretty much convinced that the 
mode of carrying on the war on the border during the past two years has 
produced such a state of feeling that nothing short of total devastation 
of the districts which are made the haunts of guerrillas will be suffi- 
cient to put a stop to the evil. Please consider the matter fully and » 
carefully, and give me your views in regard to the necessity for the ap-. 
plication of such severe remedy, and of the wisdom of the method pro- 
posed. I will be guided mainly by your judgment in regard to it. If 
you desire the order to be issued as I have written it, or with any modi- - 
- fications which you may suggest, please inform me when you are ready 
for it. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
7 J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
[Inclosure.] 

A band of robbers and murderers, under the notorious Quantrill, has 
been for a long time harbored and fed by the disloyal people of Jack- 
son, Cass, and Bates Counties, Missouri, and have driven out or mur- 
dered nearly all the loyal people of those counties; and, finally, on the 
—— of the present month these brigands, issuing suddenly from their 
hiding-places, made a descent upon the town of Lawrence, in Kansas, 
and in the most inhuman manner sacked and burned the town, and mur- 

- dered in cold blood a large number of loyal and unoffending citizens. 
’ Itis manifest that all ordinary means have failed to subdue the rebel- 


ag) ae 
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lious spirit of the people of the counties named, and that they are de- 
termined to harbor and encourage a band of scoundrels whose every 
object is plunder and murder. This.state of things cannot be permit- 
ted longer to exist, and nothing less than the most radical remedy will 
be sufficient to remove the evil. Itis therefore ordered that the dis- 
loyal people of Jackson, Cass, and Bates Counties will be given until the 
—— day of ———— to remove from those counties, with such of their 
personal property as they may choose to carry away. At the end of 
the time named all houses, barns, provisions, and other property belong- 
ing to such disloyal persons, and which can be used to shelter, protect, 
or support the bands of robbers and murderers which infest those coun- 
ties, will be destroyed or seized and appropriated to the use of the 
Government. Property situated at or near military posts, and in or — 
near towns which can;be protected by troops so as not to be used by 
the bands of robbers will not. be destroyed, but will be appropriated. 
to the use of such loyal or innocent persons as may be made homeless 
by the acts of guerrillas or by the execution of this order. The com- 
manding general is aware that some innocent persons must suffer from 
these extreme measures, but such suffering is unavoidable, and will be 
made as light as possible. A district of country inhabited almost solely 
by rebels cannot be permitted to be made a hiding-place for robbers and 
- murderers, from which to sally forth on their errands of rapine and death. 
It is sincerely hoped that it will not be necessary to apply this remedy 
to any other portion of Missouri. But if the people of disloyal dis- 
tricts wish to avoid it, they must unite to prevent its necessity, which 
_ is clearly in their power to do. 

_ This order will be executed by Brigadier-General Ewing, command- 
ing District of the Border, and such officers as he may specially detail 
for the purpose. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas Oity, Mo., August 25, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Siz: I got in late yesterday afternoon. I send in inclosed paper 
General Orders, No. 11, which I found it necessary to issue at once, or 
I would have first consulted you. The excitement in Kansas is great, 
and there is (or was before this order) great danger of a raid of citizens 
for the purpose of destroying the towns along the border. My polit- 
ical enemies are fanning the flames, and wish me for a burnt-offering to 
satisfy the just passion of the people. 

If you think it best, please consider me as applying for a court of 
inquiry. It should be appointed by the General-in-Chief, or the Secre- 
tary of War. General Deitzler, of Lawrence, is the only officer of rank 
I think in Kansas who would be regarded as perfectly impartial. He 
is at Lawrence now on sick furlough, but is well enough for such duty, 
and knows the district. 

I do not make unconditional application for the court, because I have 
seen no censure of any one act of mine, or omission even, except my 

absence from headquarters. It is all mere mob clamor, and all at Leav-- 
enworth. Besides, I do not, with my want of familiarity with the cus- 
tom of the service in such matters and with the horrors of the massacre | 
distressing me, feel confidence in my judgment as to the matter. I _ 
therefore ask your friendly advice and action, with the statement that 
if a full clearance of me, by the court, is worth anything to you, or me, 
or the service, I would like to have the court. 
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-I left my headquarters to go to Leavenworth the day before the 
_ massacre, on public business. I bave never taken an hour of ease or 
rest with anything undone which I thought necessary for the protec- 
tion of the border. No man, woman, or child ever suggested the idea 
of stationing troops permanently at Lawrence. The whole border has 
_ been patrolled night and day for 90 miles, and all the troops under my 
command posted and employed as well as I know how to doit. Ihave 
not the slightest doubt that any fair court would not only acquit me of 
all suspicion of negligence, but also give me credit for great precaution 
and some skill in my adjustment of troops. I assure you, general, I 
would quit the service at once if I were accused, after candid investi- 
gation, of the slightest negligence or of a want of average skill in the 

command of the forces you have given me. \ 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


{Inclosure.] 


GENERAL onegy HDQRS. DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
No. 11. Kansas City, Mo., August 25, 1863. 


I, All persons living in Jackson, Cass, and Bates Counties, Missouri, 
and in that part of Vernon included in this district, except those living 
within 1 mile of the limits of Independence, Hickman Mills, Pleasant 
Hill, and Harrisonville, and except those in that part of Kaw Township, 
Jackson County, north of Brush Creek and west of the Big Blue, are 
hereby ordered to remove from their present places of residence within 

_ fifteen days from the date hereof. Those who, within that time, estab- 
lish their loyalty to the satisfaction of the commanding officer of the 
military station nearest their present places of residence will receive 
from him certificates stating the fact of their loyalty, and the names of 
the witnesses by whom it can be shown. All who receive such certifi- 
cates will be permitted to remove to any military station in this district, 
or to any part of the State of Kansas, except the counties on the eastern 
border of the State. All others shall remove out of this district. Offi- 
cers commanding companies and detachments serving in the counties 
named will see that this paragraph is promptly obeyed. 

II. All grain and hay in the field or under shelter in the district from 
which the inhabitants are required to remove within reach of military 
stations after the 9th day of September next will be taken to such sta- 
tions and turned over to the. proper officers there, and report of the 
amount so turned over made to district headquarters, specifying the 
names of all loyal owners and the amount of such produce taken from 
them. All grain and hay found in such district after the 9th day of 
September next not convenient to such stations will be destroyed. 

III. The provisions of General Orders, No. 10, from these headquar- 
ters will be at once vigorously executed by officers commanding in the: 
parts of the district and at the stations not subject to the operation of 

_ Paragraph I of this order, and especially in the towns of Independ- 
ence, Westport, and Kansas City. 

IV. Paragraph III, General Orders, No. 10, is revoked as to all who 
have borne arms against the Government in this district since the 21st 
day of August, 1863. 

By order of Brigadier-General Ewing: 

H. HANNAHS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Hpqrs. THIRD SuB-Disr., CENTRAL Dist. oF MISSOURI, | 
2 : ' Sedalia, Mo., August 25, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown, 
Commanding District of Central Missouri : Re 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that yesterday afternoon I 
received information of a raid made by bushwhackers into Freedom 
_ Township, La Fayette County. I immediately dispatched 60 men from 
this post, and directed Captain Brown’s command of 40 men, ranging 
near Knobnoster and Brownsville, to join them, making 100. This 
evening I sent in the direction of Warrensburg 72 men. Between the, 


‘two scouts I expect thorough work. 


Captain Turley, of my regiment, who is encamped near the junction 
of Pettis, Johnson, and Henry, had a fight this morning in Johnson 
County with bushwhackers. Particulars not known. William Turley, 
brother to Captain Turley, was badly wounded. 

General, we are very short of ordnance. Have sent down requisition. 
I wish you would have sent up immediately some rifle-ball cartridges, 
caliber .54; pistol cartridges (one box), caliber .44, and a number of 
pistol boxes, caliber .38. The organization authorized by Colonel 
Hall, near Dunksburg, in this county, are out of ammunition. They 
want 40 pounds of powder, 2 sacks of shot, 2,000 gun-caps, and 3,000 
Navy cartridges. Can you send these, or will I have to make a requi- 
. sition in form for them ? : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. F. PHILIPS, 
Colonel Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


‘GENERAL eae HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 86. ' Saint Louis, August 25, 1863. 


Large numbers of men are leaving the broken rebel armies in the Mis- 
sissippi Valley and returning to Missouri. Many of them, doubtless, 
~ come back with the purpose of following a career of plunder and murder 
under the form of guerrilla warfare, while others would gladly return 
to their homes as peaceable citizens, if permitted to do so and protected 
from violence. . 

The State is in danger of a repetition of the scenes of violence and 
bloodshed which characterized ‘the months of July and August, 1862. 
The united efforts of all loyal and peaceably disposed citizens, as well 
as of the troops of this department, will be required to avert this evil. 

It is the desire of the commanding general that all those who volun- | 
tarily abandon the rebel cause and desire to return to their allegiance 
to the United States shall be permitted to do so, under such restric- 
tions as the public peace shall require. All such persons may surrender 
themselves and their arms at the nearest military post, and will be 
released upon taking the oath of allegiance and giving bond for their 
future good conduct. - They will be required to reside in such portion 
of Missouri or other State as the provost-marshal who releases them 
shall direct. ak 

All who shall fail to comply with these conditions, and shall’ remain. 
within our lines without renewing their allegiance, will be treated as 
criminals according to the laws of war. Those who shall engage in 
robbery, murder, or other similar crimes will be exterminated without 
mercy. , 
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A ‘Humanity demands of every citizen active and earnest co-operation 
_ with the military authorities in putting down these common enemies of 


mankind. The commanding general demands of every citizen the full 


discharge of his duty in this regard. Those who neglect it will be held 


responsible in their persons and property for the damage that may re- 
sult from their neglect, and will be punished at the discretion of a mili- 
tary commission. If milder means shall fail, the commanding general 
will order the destruction or seizure of all houses, barns, provisions, and 
other property belonging to disloyal persons in those portions of the 
State which are made the haunts of guerrillas. 
To enable them to protect themselves from violence, and to aid the 
troops, when necessary, all loyal and peaceable citizens in Missouri will 
be permitted to bear arms. As far as practicable, arms which have 
heretofore been taken from such citizens will be returned to them. 
By command of Major-General Schofield : 
. : C. W. MARSH, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General. . 


LEAVENWORTH, KAnNs., August 26, 1863. 


His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States : 


The result of the massacre at Lawrence has excited feelings amongst 
our people which make a collision between them and the military prob- ~ 
able. The imbecility and incapacity of Schofield is most deplorable. | 
Our people unanimously demand the removal of Schofield, whose policy 
has opened Kansas to invasion and butchery.* . 

A. C. WILDER. 


J. H. LANE. 


GENERAL ORDERS, \ HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
No. 8. Deval’s Bluff, Ark., August 26, 1863. 
Col. F. H. Manter having reported for duty at these headquarters, he 
is hereby announced as inspector-general and chief of staff. 
‘By order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele: ! 
[GEORGE O. SOKALSKI,] 
First Lieutenant Second Cavalry, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
Deval’s Bluff, Ark., August 26, 1863. 


[Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT:!] 


‘GENERAL: Our advance, under Davidson, has driven Marmaduke’s 
cavalry, about 3,000, out of Brownsville, capturing Colonel Burbridge 
and some privates. At date of dispatch from Davidson, Glover’s bri- 


_gade was pushing the enemy toward Bayou Meto. Marmaduke has 


not been dismissed; he was in command. There is no running water 
between here and the Bayou Meto. There are wells at Brownsville,’ 


’ which will be headquarters of the cavalry division until the enemy’s 


* See Lincoln to Schofield, August 27, p. 479, and reply, August 28, p. 482. 
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position can be thoroughly reconnoitered and an approximate estimate 
made of his strength. I was informed by a respectable citizen of 
Brownsville that their principal fortification was between Bayou Meto 
and Little Rock. He (Dr. Wright) also informed me that there was a 
road which crossed the bayou west of the one occupied by the enemy, 
_ which might, perhaps, be rendered passable for us by some repairs. 
Until I get a report from the front, giving me the result of the recon- 
naissance, I shall continue to strengthen this camp, build shelters, and 
cut away the timber so that the gunboats can have a clear sweep along 
the ravines on our flanks. This is a healthy locality, high plateau, no 
swamps in the vicinity, and the current in the river rapid. The health 
of the command has improved perceptibly since our arrival here. There 
is a grist-mill and a saw-mill about 2 miles distant by a good road, and 
4 by water, which can be put in order by supplying a few deficiencies. 
_ This'can be done by sending to Des Arc and breaking up an establish- 
_ ment which has been patronized by the rebel army. 
Our lumber has been obtained thus far principally by taking down 


vacant buildings, including one large church where secession doctrines - _ 


have been extensively promulgated. There are some large crops of 
corn within a few miles of this, owned by rebels, and we hear of con- 
siderable old corn not very far off. There is also considerable beef. I 
recommend that some rolling-stock be sent for the railroad, which we 
know to be in good order as far as and beyond Brownsville. The tele- 
graph is also nearly complete. I hope the re-enforcements will come 
‘ up soon. Ifthe reports which we get continually in regard to the ene- 
my’s strength and animus should be confirmed by the reconnaissance, 
I shall wait for them. I should like very much to have the famous 
Memphis Brigade, if it should be necessary to send more than the bri- 
gade you have already ordered. As I wrote you before, there will be no 
difficulty about getting supplies up this river. I have been told that: — 
there is only one locomotive and but few cars on the railroad, but the 
wagon road is said to be good. Fort Smith was formerly supplied 
by this route. I regard the plan of building the road from here to | 
Memphis as impracticable, on account of the difficulty and expense of 
raising it above the overflow ; my opinion is based entirely upon infor- 
mation derived from people who have seen the route at all seasons. If 
ever the rebels should be routed by us, our cavalry would annihilate 
them. I send back all the steamers that brought up supplies, except 
‘the Hamilton Belle, which is required for getting lumber, forage, &c., 
and the Sally List, which is at present needed for the storage of com- 
‘missary stores. 
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General, Oommanding. 


Saint Lovis, Mo., August 26, 1863. 
- Brigadier-General Ewinec, Kansas City: . 


I wrote you yesterday about measures to be taken in the border coun- 
ties of Missouri. Do not permit irresponsible parties to enter Missouri 
for retaliation; whatever of that is to be done must be by your troops, 
acting under your own orders. foe 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
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KANSAS te te Mo. Sitar 26, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis, Mo. : 


’ I shall not permit any unauthorized expedition into Missouri. No | 
citizens are in now, and none went in except with my troops. I do not 
_ Inuch apprehend any attempt of the kind, except, perhaps, secret efforts 
of incendiaries to destroy Independence, Westport, or Kansas City, 
although the people of Kansas are mortified and exasperated, and those 
on the border considerably alarmed. I-will have to clear out a good 
qnany rebels in Independence, Westport, and Kansas City. I need 
jeutenant-Colonel Van Horn, Twenty- fifth Missouri, to command this 
post. Please detail him, if you can. He is now at Saint Louis. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier. General. 


Kansas Crry, Mo., August 26, 1863. - 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
. Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


My troops are still in pursuit. Quantrill’s men are scattered, the 
worst having gone out of the border counties. At last reports we have 
- killed from 50 to 60. I have ordered all families out of the border coun- 
ties of Missouri in fifteen days, allowing Union men to remain at or 
come to military stations, or go to the interior of Kansas, and compell- 
ing all the rest to leave the district. I will destroy or take to stations 
all forage and subsistence left in those counties after date fixed for re- 
moval. I have written you the reason for issuing the order; I am sure 
you would approve if here. This raid has made it impossible to save 
‘any families in those counties away from the stations, for they are all 
practically the servants and supporters of the guerrillas. I anticipate 
the collection on the border of a large part of the guerrillas of South- 
western Missouri to resist or revenge the execution of this measure. If 
you can send me more troops, please do so. I can use the Twenty- fifth 
Missouri or the Tenth Kansas to good advantage garrisoning the posts. 
There has been no failure to exert every possible effort to catch Quan- — 
trill, except at Paola, Friday night, when a great occasion was lost. I 
will see that the censure for that falls where it belongs. The charges 
set afloat from Leavenworth are false and malignant, so far as they 
apply to me and Major Plumb, and are instigated and paid for by polit- 


ical Quautrills. 
THOMAS EWING, JrR., 
Brigadier- General. 


J Pitot KNos, Mo., August 26, Mls 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

The cavalry expedition, under Colonel Woodson, Third Missouri 
State Militia Cavalry, made a rapid march on Pocahontas, routing sev- 
eral bands of guerrillas and capturing about 100 prisoners ; among them 

are Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson and all his staff. We have driven 
out from Southeastern Missouri nearly every gang of Confederate guer- 
rillas and horse-thieves. I start another expedition from Cape Girar- 
_deau immediately, and mean to keep the border too hot for the rascals. 
OLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


\ ‘ 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Scott, Kans., August 26, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. MARSH, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. , Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


COLONEL: As will be seen by General Orders, No. 11, from these ~ 
headquarters, I have taken the liberty to establish an outpost at Bax- 
ter Springs, 58 miles south of this post, and to organize an express to 
Fort Gibson (generally called here Fort Blunt), with a change of riders 
and horses, or rather mules, at the outpost. The distance from Baxter 
Springs to Fort Blunt is 105 miles (whole distance from here 163 miles), 
and another post with a small force, I think, may be established below ~ 
Cabin Oreek, say 50 miles from Baxter Springs. A very little system 
will reduce the time for carrying dispatches through from, this post to 
Fort Blunt (quickest time yet made, four days) to thirty-six hours. 

Lieut. J. B. Pond, Company C, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, will havea 
- command at Baxter Springs of ‘about 75 men and officers of his regi- 
ment, and one company of the Second Kansas (colored), under a: lieu- 
tenant. . 

This Lieutenant Pond has greatly distinguished himself during the 
_ past six months in this country in fighting guerrillas, fighting them at 
all times in their own style, principally at night, by watching the cross-. 
ings of streams, suspected houses, &c. He is a, brave and gallant offi- 
cer; and if new corps are to be organized at Washington with the speci- 

_ fied object in view of fighting guerrillas in their own way, I would beg 
to recommend Lieutenant Pond for advancement therein. 

I do not, of course, pretend to know the plans of the Government con- 
cerning future army movements in this Western country, but it has 
occurred to me that if an expedition against Texas should move up the 
Red River, as was suggested. in a recent telegram from the commanding ' 
general, the main portion of the forces at Fort Blunt may be sent through | 
Indian Territory or Arkansas to join it, and that then, communication 
' being kept up on this line, this express may constitute by far the speed- 
iest route for dispatches that can be had with that force. As by that 
time the guerrillas in. Missouri will be more subdued than at present, 
the express may, for a still more immediate connection with a telegraph 
line, start from Springfield instead of Fort Scott. Springfield to Baxter 
Springs cannot be more than 10 or 15 miles farther than from here to 
the same point. 

I have the honor to forward, for the information of the commanding 
general, a particular map of the route hence to Fort Blunt, measured 
by an odometer, and notes made by Captain Boyd, Second Colorado 
Volunteers, and Lieutenant Gould, adjutant Fifth Indian Regiment. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H, Z. CURTIS, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure. ] 


ASST. ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, | 
‘No. 11 Fort Seott, Kans., August 22, 1863. 


To facilitate communication with the troops in the field, Capt. M. H, - 
Insley, depot quartermaster, is directed to establish a military express ‘ 
between this post and Fort Blunt, C. N., to make semi-weekly TDS y: 
each trip to be made in as short a space of time as possible. 


GENERAL een HpQrs. DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
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The post quartermaster at Fort Blunt and the commanding officer of 
_ the outpost at Baxter Springs will have charge of the stock and con- 
_trol of the expressmen while at their stations, under such instructions 
as may be furnished them by Captain Insley, and other officers and men 
are hereby prohibited from any interference whatever with the men or 
_ animals employed on this special and important duty. ; 
_ With this express in operation for public business, officers in the field 
will have no further excuse for delays in the rendition of the various 
reports and returns required by the different departments of the service. 
Private ietters will not be carried by this express, except when of 
great importance, and when the public matter is so light as in so doing 
to work no detriment to the public service. 
By command of Major-General Blunt: 
H. Z. CURTIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. . 


WASHINGTON, ID. C., 
August 27, 1863—8.30 a.m. - 
General SCHOFIELD, 
: Saint Louis: 

I have just received the dispatch which follows from two very influ- 
ential citizens of Kansas, whose names I omit.* The severe blow they 
have received naturally enough makes them intemperate even without 
there being any just cause for blame. Please do your utmost to give 
them future security and to punish their invaders. 

A. LINCOLN. , 
WASHINGTON, D. C., 
‘ . August 27, 1863—8.30 a. m. 
Hon. A. C. WILDER, Hon. J. H. LANE, 
Leavenworth, Kans. ; 
Notice of your demand for the removal of General Schofield is hereby 
- acknowledged. : 
A. LINCOLN. 


Kansas Crry, Mo., August 27, 1863. 
_ Maj. Gen. JouHn M. SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Quantrill’s men are scattered in their fastnesses throughout the bor- 
der counties, and are still being hunted by all available troops from all 
parts of the district. Many of them have abandoned their worn-out 
horses and gone to the brush afoot. They were all remounted at Law- 
rence, with horses they captured there, and they led their own horses . 
back, packing the plundered goods. The led horses and stolen goods 
were nearly all abandoned in the chase before they got far into Mis- 

,souri ; 300 horses have already been taken by our troops, including some 

ot those taken at Lawrence. Most of the goods and much of the money 

stolen have been retaken, and will, as far as possible, be restored. Re- 

ports received since my dispatch of yesterday of 21 killed, making in 

all about 80. I think it will largely exceed 100 before any considerable 

part of our troops withdraw from the pursuit. No prisoners have been 
\ 


*See Wilder and Lane to Lincoln, August 26, p. 475, 
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taken, Sad none will be. All the houses in which Lawrence goede have 


been found have been destroyed, as well as all the houses of known 


guerrillas, wherever our troops have gone. I intend to destroy the 


houses of all persons in the border counties, outside of military sta- 


tions, who do not remove, in obedience to my last general order, by the 

9th day of September next. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


Kansas Crry, Mo., August 27, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD: 


‘Reports reach me from Leavenworth that Major Anthony is endeav- 


oring to get up an expedition into Missouri. Uncertain whether expe- 
dition is to cross the Missouri River or enter southern borders, I have 
notified Governor Carney, whom, I have reason to know, has done 
nothing to quiet the excitement, warning him that I would resist such 
an invasion of Missouri. I have notified General Guitar and command- 
ing officer at Liberty, and ordered provost-marshal at Leavenworth to 
keep commanding officer at Weston advised. I do not apprehend 
serious trouble. My dispatch this morning should have se “150 


horses.” 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


Kansas City, Mo., August 27, 1863. 
Brigadier-General GUITAR, Macon City, Mo. : 

Iam advised that an expedition is being fitted up at Leavenworth 
for a raid into Missouri. It is uncertain whether they intend to cross 
the river or attempt the lower border. I have notified the commanding 
officer at Liberty, and directed my provost-marshal at Leav enworth to 
keep the commanding officer at Weston advised. My troops at Fort 
Leavenworth cannot certainly be relied on in the present state of feeling. 
I have doubts whether any expedition of consequence will really set 
out, as [ have given due warning that it will be resisted, but you had 
as well be ready. 

THOMAS EWING, Jr., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., August 27, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HILLER, Cape Girardeau : 


Has your detachment of the Pocahontas expedition returned?, Colo- 
nel Woodson complains bitterly of the unsoldierly manner of many 
of Major Joslyn’s command. He says they plundered and pillaged 
generally. You will make thorough inquiry into this complaint, and 
any property brought in by them, have turned over and properly ac- 
counted for. Thieves don’t make good soldiers, and it is a shame that 
an achievement so praiseworthy as the capture of Jeff. Thompson should 
be shadowed by such gross conduct on the part of any soldier connected 
with the expedition. Jeff. is safein Saint Louis. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadic General, Commanding. 
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- GENERAL ORDERS, eh DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 89. Saint Louis, Mo., August 27, 1863. 


Men belonging to the Enrolled Militia of Missouri, i in active service, 


are permitted, by the order of the Governor of Missouri, to enlist in 


United States volunteer regiments. But to prevent abuse, it is ordered 


that when such men are duly enlisted, their names, with the company 


to which they belong, and a certificate ‘of their enlistment, shall be sent — 
by the recruiting officer to the colonel of their regiment, with the re- 


quest for their discharge. The colonel will order their discharge from 


his regiment provided there be no charges against them. Butif they | 
are charged with any offense they will not be discharged, but will be » 
held for trial and punishment. No militia-man so enlisted will leave 
his militia company until he shall receive his discharge from the colonel 
of his regiment. Without such discharge his enlistment in a volunteer 
regiment will be regarded null and void. 
By command of Major-General Schofield : 
C. W. MARSH, ; 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ee 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., August 27, 1863. 


. Major-General SCHOFIELD, 


- 


Commanding Department of Missouri, Saint Louis: 

From the best information I can. get from my returned expedition, 
and from intercepted letters, I judge that a vigorous effort will be.made ~ 
by the Missouri rebels, under lead of Governor Tom Reynolds, to gather 
all the force they can muster, from conscripts and volunteers, for an __ 
army of invasion on Southeast Missouri. Our force in this district will 
be very light to hold the posts and resist invaders, but I will put every 
man I have on the yey best possible war footing and do the best I can. | 

é CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRIcT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., August 27, 1863. 
Major MoNTGOMERY, . 
Bloomfield, Mo. : 

The capture of Jeff. Thompson, the Swamp Fox, will call all the little 
foxes in the southeast from their holes. They will undertake to match | 
us in some way. Beon the alert constantly; keep every man and horse 
ona war footing. Take no guerrillas prisoners, and there are no regular 
Confederate soldiers in this district now. In what condition are your 


earthworks? Sumter has fallen. The old flag which floated from ‘its 


parapet when the brave General Anderson was forced to surrender to 
the Charleston devils, has been planted on the ruins of the fort by Gen- 


eral Gillmore. Praise God for that! We shall soon hear of the “fall of 


Charleston. 


CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
_ dl R R—-VOL XXII, PY: II 
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apse eae DEPARTMENT OF THE Missourr, ' 
Saint Louis, atin 28, ‘ses, 


ts ABRATAM LINCOLN, 


President of the United States, Washington, D. Ge 


Mr. PRESIDENT: In reply to your telegram of the 27th, transmitting 
copy of one received from two influential citizens of Kansas, I beg leave 
to state some of the facts connected with the horrible massacre at Law- 

, rence, and also relative to the assaults made upon me by a certain class 
of influential politicians. : 
Since the capture of Vicksburg a'considerable portion of the rebel 
army in the Mississippi Valley has disbanded, and large numbers of men 
have come back to Missouri—many of them, doubtless, in the hope of 
being permitted to remain at their former homes in peace, while some 
have come under instructions to carry on a guerrilla warfare, and others, 
men of the worst character, become marauders on their own account, 
caring nothing for the Union nor for the rebellion, except as the latter 

affords them a cloak for their brigandage. 

Under instructions from the rebel authorities, as Lam informed and be- 

- lieve, considerable bands, called “ Border Guards,” were organized in the 

counties of Missouri bordering on Kansas, for the ostensible purpose of 
protecting those counties from inroads from Kansas, and preventing 
slaves of rebels from escaping from Missouriinto Kansas. These bands 
were unquestionably encouraged, fed, and harbored by a very consid- 
erable portion of the people of those border counties. Many of those 
people were in fact the families of these bushwhackers, who are brigands 
of the worst type. 

Upon the representation of General Ewing and others familiar with 
the facts, I became satisfied there could be no cure for the evil short of 
the removal from those counties of all slaves entitled to their freedom, 
and of the families of all men known to belong to these bands, and others ~ 
who were known to sympathize with them. Accordingly I directed — 
General Ewing to adopt and carry out the policy he had indicated, warn- 
ing him, however, of the retaliation which might be attempted, and, that 
he must be fully prepared to prev ent it before commencing such severe 
measures. 

Almost immediately after it became known that such policy had been 
adopted, Quantrill secretly assembled from several of the border coun- 
ties of Missouri about 300 of his men. They met ata preconcerted place 
of rendezvous, near the Kansas line, at about sunset, and immediately | 
marched for Lawrence, which place they reached at daylight the next 
morning. They sacked and burned the town and murdered the citizens 
in the most barbarous manner. 

‘It is easy to see that any unguarded town in a country where such. 
a number of outlaws can be assembled is liable to a similar fate, if 
the villains are willing to risk the retribution which must follow. In. 
this case 100 of them “have already been slain, and the remainder are 
hotly pursued in all directions. If there was any fault on the part of 
General Ewing, it appears to have been in not guarding Lawrence. 
But of this it was not my purpose to speak. General Ewing and. the 
Governor of Kansas have asked for a court of inquiry, and I ‘have. sent 

.to the War Department a request that one may be appointed, and I do 
not wish to anticipate the result of a full investigation. I believe, be- 
yond doubt, that the terrible disaster at Lawrence was the immediate 
consequence of the “radical” measures to which I have alluded. Al- 

though these measures are far behind what many, at least, of the taicee 
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leaders demand, they surely cannot attribute the sad result to Woon -j3 


‘ . Me 


servative policy. » 


Had these measures been adopted last winter, (hen the State was | 
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easily controlled, because the absence of leaves from the brush rendered | 


_ it impossible for the bushwhackers to hide from the troops, and there _ 
_was a large force in the State lying idle, they might have been carried 


out without injury to the loyal people. The larger part of my troops 
having been called off for service in Arkansas and down the Missis- 
sippi, and the summer being favorable for guerrilla operations, it may 


. have been unwise to adopt such measures at this time. If so, they have 


. 


_vost-marshals and members of commissions whom I have been com- 


no right to complain who have been continually clamoring for such _ 
measures, and who couple their denunciations of me with demands for 


moreradical measures still, and hold up by way of contrast, as their model, 
the general who did not see fit to adopt such measures when they could 
have been carried out with perfect ease and security. You will, per- 
haps, remember that while in command of Missouri, in 1862, I adopted 


and enforced certain very severe and radical measures toward those in — 


open rebellion and their sympathizers. I believed at the time, and still 
believe, that those measures were wise and necessary at the time they 


were adopted, and they seemed to meet with the hearty approval of at . 


least the ultra- Union people of Missouri. After I was relieved by Gen- 
eral Curtis, these measures were all abandoned. None of them were 
revised by him during his administration excepting that of banishment 
of rebel sympathizers, and no other of like radical character adopted by 


him, except that, perhaps, of granting “free papers” to slaves, andcon-. 
fiscation of property without any form of trial known to any law, either 


civil or military. The banishment of rebels I have continued, and I 
have conformed to the laws as nearly as possible in reference to slaves 
and property subject to confiscation. 

I haye revised my former severe mode of dealing with guerrillas, rob- 


bers, and murderers which General Curtis had abandoned, and have 


treated with some severity, though of a far milder form, those ‘law-break- 
ers who profess to be Union men. Among the latter were several pro- 


_pelled to arrest and punish for enormous frauds and extortion. They 


 tarily surrender themselves and their arms, to take the oath of allegiance ~ 


are, of course, loud-mouthed radicals. 


I have permitted those who have been in rebellion, and who volun- | 


and give bonds for their future good conduct, and release them upon 
condition that they reside in such portion of the State as I shall direct. 


For this I am most bitterly assailed by the radicals, who demand that — 


every man who has been in rebellion or in any way aided shall be ex- | 


terminated or driven from the State. There are thousands of such 


criminals, and no man can fail to see that such a course would light the 
flames of a war such as Missouri has never yet seen. Their leaders 
know it, but it is necessary to their ascendency, and they scruple at 
nothing to accomplish that end. 

Tam | officially informed that a large meeting has been held at Leaven- 
worth, in which a resolution was adopted to the effect that the people 
would assemble at a certain place on the border, on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, for the purpose of entering Missouri to search for their stolen prop- 
erty. Efforts have been made by the mayor of Leavenworth to get pos- 
session of the ferry at that place for the purpose of crossing armed 
parties of citizens into Northern Missouri. 

I have strong reasons for believing that the authors of the telegram 
to you are among those who introduced and obtained the adoption of 


the ev euworth “resolution, and who are endeavoring to organize a 


\ 
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force for the purpose of general retaliation upon Missouri. Those who 


so deplore my “imbecility and incapacity” are the very men who are 


endeavoring to bring about a collision between the people of Kansas and 
the troops under General Ewing’s command. I have not the ‘‘capacity” 
to see the wisdom or justice of permitting an irresponsible mob to enter 
Missouri for the purpose of retaliation even for so grievous a wrong as 
that which Lawrence has suffered. ; 

I have increased the force upon the border as far as possible, and no 
effort has been or will be spared.to punish the invaders of Kansas and 
to prevent such acts in future. The force there has been all the time 


far larger than in any other portion of my department except on the ~ 


advanced line in Arkansas and the Indian Territory. 


I deem it proper to remark here that the allusions to my predecessor — 


are in nowise intended as a reflection upon him or his official acts, but 
merely because those who so bitterly assail me hold him up as their 
model. ; 
Please accept my apologies, Mr. President, for the length of this let- 
ter. I could hardly, in justice to myself or to truth, make it shorter. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


oe 
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Saint LovIs, August 28, 1863. 
Hon. EDWARD BATES, 
Attorney-General United States : 


My DEAR Sire: I regret extremely the necessity which compels me 
to write you at this time, but the sad condition of the western counties 
‘of our State prompts me to do so, and I certainly know of no one to 
whom Missourians can appeal with a greater certainty of being favora- 
bly listened to. At the earnest request of many of our citizens, who 
fear that the recent outrages in Kansas would be visited upon our own 
section of the State, I came down to see General Schofield and to ascer- 
tain, if possible, what policy he proposed to adopt. I find, on convers- 
ing with him, that he is greatly excited, and seems entirely disposed to 
offer no obstruction to the contemplated invasion of our State by the 
people of Kansas; indeed, he expressed a wish that such might be the 
case. 

Now, sir, at the same time that no one would strive harder or risk 
more to bring those lawless murderers to justice than I would, I can- 
not see the propriety of adopting a policy which is to involve the inno- 
cent and the guilty in common ruin, and General Schofield’s duty, under 
the circumstances, is rather to throw himself into the breach, and to 
withstand the wild popular excitement of the moment, than, yielding to 
its influence, to add a thousand-fold to the miseries under which the 
country is already suffering. I can well imagine how General Schofield, 
situated as he is, would be reluctant to pursue any course which would 
bring down upon him the increased displeasure of the radical party in 
Missouri; but it is not the less his duty, and as the military commander 
of the department he ought to discharge his duty regardless of conse- 
quences. It is a fact well known to me that hundreds of the people of 
Jackson and Cass Counties are true and loyal men; they have already 
been robbed of their property,.insulted, and in many instances murdered 
by these troops from Kansas. The policy pursued has caused hundreds 
of good men to leave their homes and fly to the bushes for protection, 


while others have actually joined the guerrillas as a measure of safety, — ‘ 
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-. believing that they would be less liable to danger there than at their. 
. homes. These are generally men of little intelligence, who do not take 
_ consequences into consideration, and are not prompted by a very high 
' order of patriotism; they act from motives of present interest, and {for 
the temporary safety of their persons have been induced tocommit a 
great crime against their country. Others, I regret to say, who inthe ~~ 
beginning were disloyal, have, under the various proclamations of the 
President and the Governor, returned to their homes, and, after doing 
so, have been ruthlessly shot and hung by the soldiery. The good 
faith of the Government has been broken in so many cases that the =~ 
people have become reluctant to return, believing that-it would be 
violated toward them. The Government is not to blame for this, 
but the officers in command are, for failing to punish their soldiers 
for such acts of faithlessness and brutality. Our population, loyal as — 
well as disloyal, are unarmed, by order of the military authorities of ,. 
the State, and in that helpless condition, I understand General Scho- 
field to say, that it will meet his approbation for them to be in- 
vaded by the people of Kansas—not by an organized force but an 
irresponsible mob, already excited and enraged, and who, even be- 
fore the commission of these outrages by Quantrill, were ready at all 
times to seize on any pretext which would justify the pillage of our 
State and the indiscriminate murder of our citizens. The absence of 
the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor is at this time a misfortune; . 
they might successfully and with propriety appeal to General Schofield 
to act differently from what he proposes todo. Mr. Glover, in whose 
_ assistance and advice I have at all times relied with confidence, is also 
absent and sick in he northern part of the State. I have conversed 
with Colonel Broadhead, and find him fully coinciding with me in the | , 
policy which, in my opinion, should be adopted, and which I humbly 
beg to suggest. The great mistake was annexing apart of our Stateto | 
the Military District of Kansas, and the next great error was in placing 
a Kansas politician in command of it. We want there not a politician, 
but a soldier, a man who has no purpose to subserve and no popularity 
to gain, by permitting one State to be robbed to enrich the people of 
another, and who would rigidly and fearlessly discharge his duties. A 
firm, just policy is what will give peace to the country, and nothing 
else will. \ 
' [have no motive other than the good of our State and people. I 
desire to see the country at peace once more, and peace can and will 
follow a judicious administration upon the border.  Inclosed is a memo- 
rial addressed to the President, which I have been requested to forward 
to you, begging that. you will present it. Mr. Henderson is in Wash- 
ington, and would, I have no doubt, co-operate with you in any way 
you might. wish. ~ 
1 am, sir, most faithfully, your friend, 
RICH’D C. VAUGHAN. 


sv 


[Inclosure.] 


Samnt Louis, Mo., August 27, 1863. 


His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States: 

- Your memorialists would respectfully state that they are loyal citi- 
_- zens of the United States and of the State of Missouri, and, having been 
- such at all times, they regard it as their right and duty to represent to 

‘Your Excellency the unhappy condition of affairs now existing along the 
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: western border of their State, and to pray Your Excellency’s interposi- 
_tion in behalf of a suffering people. Your memorialists feel that justice » 
-and humanity demand at least this ‘much at their hands. They there- 


fore beg Your Excellency’s attention to the facts hereinafter appearing. 
For more than two years past our western border has been the theater 


of strife and bloodshed, and has been overrun by lawless bands of des- | 
peradoes, who, with a reckless and unrestrained soldiery, have rioted © 


upon the substance of the people and have wantonly destroyed their 
property and trampled upon their most sacred rights. Theft, robbery, 
house-burning, and other crimes have been perpetrated with impunity, 
and to such an extent has this system of plunder and vandalism pre- 


- vailed that it has impoverished and almost depopulated one of the fairest _ 


and most wealthy and prosperous parts of our State, and, unless ar- 
rested, it will certainly involve in similar ruin many other sections of 
the State that have hitherto, in a measure, escaped its ravages. 

During the past month theft, robbery, arson, and murder have been 

of almost daily occurrence, and the fearful threat that the border shall 

be made a desolation, it appears, is about to be executed. During the 

past fortnight these evils have existed in a most fearful and intensified, 

form, and but little has been done to arrest them. Why they should 

be allowed your memorialists cannot perceive. They had their origin 

as far back as the fall of 1861, in the burning of Osceola and other small 

villages along the border, and from that time to the present they have 

gradually increased, and the horrible barbarities that have uniformly 
attended. them have at last become as appalling as those which charac- 

terized savage warfare in the early history of this country. The lives 
of the people and the material wealth of the country have been wan- 

tonly and wickedly destroyed in a manner and to an extent that have 
hitherto been unknown and unheard of among a civilized people. That 
which cannot be carried away is committed to the flames, and thus help- 

less and defenseless women and children are left destitute of food, rai- 
ment, or shelter, and without the means of escape from suffering and 

ruin. 


These evils have produced a degree of consternation that language — 
cannot, describe, and which none can comprehend save those who have | 


witnessed it; yet it is the natural result of the retaliatory warfare and 
of the unrestrained lawlessness that have existed in Western Missouri 
for the last two years, which, if not speedily checked, will involve in 
_ ruin by far the greater parts of this State and Kansas, and will be pro- 
ductive of other evils the magnitude of which no one can now estimate, 


Your memorialists greatly fear that the recent outrages perpetrated in — 


both Missouri and Kansas but faintly foreshadow the future history of 
these States if some means cannot be adopted to allay the excitement 


and arrest the lawless violence now prevailing along the border. What-: 


ever may have been the errors of many of our citizens in the beginning 
of this terrible rebellion, your memorialists entertain no kind of doubt 
that an overwhelming majority of the masses are now sincerely deter- 
mined to support the Government of the United States and the pro- 


 visional government of Missouri, nor the least doubt that they, in good — 


faith, accept the ordinance of emancipation adopted by the late conven- 
tion as a final and complete settlement of the question of slavery in this 


State. There can be no question of these facts, nor have your memo- 3 
rialists a shadow of doubt that a firm and just policy in the future con- _ 


duct of the military affairs of this State will prove more conducive to 
-her peace and to the interests of the Federal Government than any other 
that can possibly be adopted. It will do more in thirty days, if hon- 


\ 
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- estly Married eat and rigidly enforced, to restore our r State to her wonted 


condition of peace and prosperity than the system of pillage and burn- 
ing, now enforced, will accomplish in as many years. 
Your memorialists further beg leave to say that one of the most fruit- 


ful sources of trouble in Western Missouri is the attachment of a part | 


of her territory to the District of the Border. This arrangement, how- 


ever well intended, your memorialists fear will, while it is continued, ’ 
occasion incessant "trouble, and will greatly hinder the restoration of 


law and order, no matter what policy may be adopted or who may be 
placed in command. Old animosities existing between the people of 
Missouri and Kansas, embittered and intensified by the recent barbar- 
ous acts of a guerrilla band perpetrated upon the citizens of Lawrence, 
in the latter State, will develop themselves, and will seek gratification 


in retaliatory acts upon the citizens of the former, although they are, — 


with rare exceptions, as sincerely opposed to those infamous outlaws as 
the people of Kansas ever have been. But this late and atrocious out- 
rage has furnished a pretext for future and greater and infinitely more 


unjust acts of retaliation upon our people than any from which they 


have hitherto suffered. 


The following telegram, published in the Missouri Democrat, of this. Aer 


city, speaks volumes on this point. The statement that there were citi- 
zens of Missouri engaged in the raid, except such as have for nearly 
two years been regarded as outlaws, is ‘not worthy oferedit. It is made 
for effect and to palliate acts of retaliation. 


[Special dispatch to the Missouri bemocrat.] 
® \ 
LEAVENWORTH, August 26. 
General Lane has returned to Lawrence. A meeting was held on his return, Lane 
_ Said the citizens had killed 41 of Quantrill’s men. Majors Clark and Plumb were de- 
nounced. The people of Baldwin disputed Quantrill in passing a ford, and say if 
Plumb had done his duty they could have whipped the rebels, 


Lane is organizing forces, and says he will go into Missouri on the 9th of September. 


He left General Ewi ing only on a pledge that Ewing would issue an order directing 
all the citizens of Jackson, Cass, Bates, and part of Vernon Counties, except those in 
Kansas City, Westport, Harrisonville, and Independence, to leave the county within 
fifteen days. Ewing has issued the order, and the people of Kansas are going into 
Missouri to see the order executed. The people have demanded the order issued by 
the general commanding, and the people will see it executed. They say they will 
have no more of the Schofield-Ewing orders. Ewing is frightened, and in the chase 
after Quantrill was in a complete quandary. He is looked — upon as being a general 
withont heart and brains. About 50 of the most noted secesh of Platte County 
have subscribed from $1 to $10 each for the Lawrence fund. By so doing they exper 
to escape the anticipated devastation of Western Missouri. 

‘General Ewing has returned to Kansas City. Quantrill had with him Sam. Hays, 
brother of Up. Hays, Dick Yeager, Holt, George Todd, and Younger, with 150 men, 
on whom they could depend in a fight, with about 150 more of the citizens of Platte, 
Clay, La Fayette, Jackson, Cass. and Bates Counties, not over 300 in all. Quantrill’s 
men are to-night reported scattered in Missouri. 

Martial law is published in Leavenworth, but is practically null, as there is no 
provost-marshal or soldiers here to enforce it, and nothing to do if they were here. 
Martial Jaw opened as a farce and ended in a fearful tragedy. One thousand Kansas 
men will be in Missouri this week. 

Up to this morning 183 bodies were buried in Lawrence. The remains of 7 more 

bodies are found. One hundred and eighty-two buildings were burned; 80 of them 
were brick; 65 of them were on Massachusetts street. There are 85 widows and 240 
orphans made by Quantrill’s raid. Lane has commenced rebuilding his house. Three 
men have subscribed $100,000 to rebuild the Free State Hotel, known as the Eldridge 
Hotel. Several merchants have commenced rebuilding, All the laboring men in 
town will be set to work to-morrow to clear off the ruins. In spite of the terrible 
calamity, the people are in good spirits. All the towns in the State have sent in 
large sums of money. Even the men burned out on Quantrill’s retreat have sent in 
loads of vegetables and provisions, 
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A man was to-day tried in Lawrence, and found guilty of being a spy for Quantrill, 


The chiefs of the civilized Indians of the Delawares and Sacs and Foxes offered their 
services to Lane. ; 3) BeOS See 
_ Reports just in say the buildings in Cass County, Missouri, are on fire, and over 100. 
of the sympathizers are killed. A fearful retribution no doubt awaits Missouri. 


In view of these facts, your memorialists respectfully, but most ear- 
nestly, pray Your Excellency to rescind the order by which a part of Mis- 


- gouri is attached to the District of the Border, and to order that it be 


reattached to the Central District of Missouri, or to any other district 

in our State. 3 
All that your memorialists desire in the premises, aside from the 

change above indicated, is that some tried and faithful officer may be: 


placed in command over the soldiers and people in the counties of the 


border—some officer whose sense of duty and of love to his country 
rises far above his political aspirations and party ties and prejudices, 
and whose sole desire and efforts will be to guard and foster the inter- 
ests of the Government in that region, and to bring law and order out 
of the chaos that now prevails. 
-This is all that the masses of the people desire, and for this your 

memorialists will ever pray, &c. 

A. A, KING. 

R. C. VAUGHAN. 

A. COMINGO. , 


[Indorsement.] 


It is not improbable that retaliation for the recent great outrage at | 
Lawrence, in Kansas, may extend to indiscriminate slaughter on the . 
Missouri border, unless averted by very judicious action. I shall be 
obliged if the General-in-Chief can make any suggestions to General: ~ 
Schofield upon the subject. Piet 

: A. LINCOLN. | 


AUGUST 31, 1863. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, August 28, 1863. 


Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to inclose herewith, for the consideration 
of the General-in-Chief, a copy of acommunication from His Excellency 
the Governor of Kansas, relative to the burning of the town of Law- — 
rence and the massacre of its citizens, and demanding a “court of in- _ 
quiry, with power to investigate all matters touching military wrong- 
doing in Kansas.” General Ewing also requests a court of inquiry to 
investigate his conduct and management of his district since his assign- — 
ment to that command, and especially with reference to his responsibility 
for the terrible disaster at Lawrence. Iam not yet able to give an ac- 
curate report of that affair, nor to judge very accurately how much 
blame, if any, should attach to General Ewing. So far as I am able to 
judge at this time, I see no reason for attaching censure to General 
Ewing, but the feeling on the subject among the people of Kansas seems — 
to be very intense. I believe justice to those people, to General Ewing, 
to myself, and to the Government demands a full and public investiga- 
tion of the whoie matter, so that the responsibility may fall where it 
properly belongs, and the public mind be relieved of any misapprehen- — 
sion that may exist. is ea 
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Assu iced: the investigation ought not to stop witli General Ewing’s | 
~ administration, but should extend to all military wrong-doing in Kansas 


. during the war, or at least during the last year. I might, upon the re- 


~ quest “of General Ewing, appoint a court of inquiry, but [ have no officers 


- available of proper rank and qualifications. I deem it important that 


the court be composed of ofticers of high rank, and not connected with 


_ this department. I therefore respectfully request the appointment of a 


court of inquiry, with full powers to investigate all matters touching the 
military administration of General Ewing and of his predecessor in com- , 
mand in Kansas. If it be deemed desirable for any reason to extend 
the investigation to other portions of this department while under my- 
command, I would be glad to have it so extended. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure.] \ 


LEAVENWORTH, KANS., August 24, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Sir: Disaster has again fallen on our State. Lawrence is in ae 
Millions of property have been destroyed, and, worse yet, nearly 200. 
lives of our best citizens have been sacrificed. No fiends in human 
shape could have acted with more savage barbarity than did Quantrill 
and his band in their last successful raid. I must hold Missouri respon- 
sible for this fearful, fiendish raid. No body of men large as that com- 
manded by Quantrill could have been gathered together without the — 
people residing in Western Missouri knowing everything about it. 


‘Such people cannot be considered loyal, and should not be treated as 


loyal citizens; for, while they conceal the movements of desperadoes 


~ like Quantrill and his followers, they are in the worst sense of the word 


their aiders and abettors, and should be held equally guilty. There is 
no way of reaching these armed ruffians while the civilian is permitted 
to cloak him. There can be no peace in Missouri—there will be utter 
desolation in Kansas—unless both are made to feel promptly the rigor 


‘of military law. The peace of both States and the safety of the Repub- 


lic demand alike this resolute course of action. I urge upon you, there- 
fore, the adoption of this policy as the only policy which can save both 
Western Missouri and Kansas, for if this policy be not immediately 
adopted, the people themselves, acting upon the common principle of 
self: defense, will take the matter in their own hands and avenge their 
own wrongs. You will not misunderstand me. I do not use, or intend 
to use, any threats. I tell you only what our people, to a man almost, 
‘feel. The excitement over the success of Quantrill is intense—intense 
all over the State—and I do not see how I can hesitate to demand, or 
how you can refuse to grant, a court of inquiry by which the cause of 


‘that fatal suecess may be fully investigated and all the facts laid before 
the public. I go even further: I demand that this court of inquiry 


N 


shall have power to investigate all matters touching military wrong-, 
doing in Kansas; and I do this most earnestly to guarantee alike our 
present and future safety. 

As regards arms, we are destitute. There are none at the fort and 


none in ‘the State. I telegraphed the Secretary of War this fact, ask- 


pee g him to turn over to me here arms in sufficient quantity to meet our 


' wants. He ordered it done, and replied further, that anything the Gov- 


- ernment could do to aid Kansas should be done. This being so, will 
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you ‘hot express to me arms ; for cavalry and oniey suficient 4, arm ~ 
the regiments? I inclose the copy of the dispatch of the Secretary of © 
War to me,* that you may see its purport and understand its spirit. 
Very Eepectiuy: your obedient servant, 
THOMAS CARNEY, 
Governor: 


Sa Kansas Ciry, Mo., August 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gea. Joon M. SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


_ At the meeting last night, in Leavenworth, Lane had a resolution 
passed proposing a meeting of citizens of Kansas at Paola, on the 8th of 
September, to search for their stolen property in Missouri. It was in- 
tended partly, I think, to scare the people in the border counties into a 
prompt compliance with my order, and partly for political capital. He 
telegraphed me this morning that they would place themselves under 
my orders. I have but little doubt I will be able to control matters so 

_as to prevent any considerable acts of retaliation. 

The provost-marshal at Leavenworth has been threatened by Anthony 
to make him [release] control of the ferry and flat boats at Leavenworth 
for a raid into Platte County, but I do not think he will attempt to carry 
the threat into execution. Captain Joy will prevent the crossing, I feel 
sure. You may rely on my doing everything to prevent a collision with 
citizens of Kansas; butif one must occur, my soldiers will do their duty. | 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., August 28, 1863. 
Brigadier-General GUITAR, Macon City: 

I am informed by dispatch from Hermann that the German settlement 
in Montgomery County, about 9 miles above Hermann, was attacked by 
about 50 bushwhackers. Can you send a force after them? 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. : 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
August 28, 1863. 
Col. J. M. TRUE, Commanding Brigade [Helena, Ark.]: 

Sir: You will move your brigade as soon as possible to Clarendon, 
thence to Devall’s Bluff. General Steele requires your aid. You will 
find the bridge over Big Creek gone. Take axes with you and rebuild. 
Move at once. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL Seanag HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
: No. 9 Deval’s Bluff, Ark., August 28, 1863. 
Capt. M. M. Hayden, chief of artillery, is hereby Saagaaean as chief 
of ordnance on the Arkansas expedition. 
By order of Major-General Steele: 
[GEORGH O. SOKALSKT,] 
First Lieutenant Second Cavalry, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


* See p. 468. 
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_ War Department, and requested the President to appoint a court of in- . 


* 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, ©. 
oe ar Saint Louis, August 29, 1863. 
His Excellency THomAS CARNEY, . 
Governor of Kansas : 


GovERNOR: I have forwarded a copy of your letter of the 24th to the 


quiry, with full powers to investigate all matters touching military af- 


fairs in Kansas, and have urged it strongly. I have no doubt the court: 


will be appointed, and that the responsibility of the sad calamity which 


has befallen Lawrence will be placed where it properly belongs. Be 


assured that nothing in my power shall be omitted to visit just ven- 
geance upon all who are in any way guilty of the horrible crime, and to 


secure Kansas against anything of the kind in future. Meanwhile let. 


me urge upon yeu the importance of mollifying the just anger of your 
people, or rather of reconciling them to the necessity and propriety of 
leaving it to the United States troops to execute the vengeance which 
they so justly demand. It needs no argument to convince you of the 
necessity of this course; without it there would be no end of retaliation 


- on either side, and utter desolation on both sides of the border would 


be the result. 

Anything you may require in the way of arms for your militia and 
complete outfit for your new regiment of volunteers shall be furnished 
at once. Immediately upon the receipt of your letter I ordered three 


thousand stand of arms to be shipped to you at once, and to-day have : 


ordered some horses for the Fifteenth Regiment. The arms are not of 
the best class, but are the very best I have, and are perfectly service- 
‘able. : 


ized throughout the State, and that every town should have arms in 
store, under a small guard, sufficient to arm the militia of the town. 


_ The arms can be easily supplied by the General Government. - Without 


such organization, no town in Missouri or Kansas near the border is safe 


- unless it be occupied by United States troops, and to occupy them all 
- you will perceive is utterly impossible with the force under my com- 


mand. To entirely prevent the assemblage of such bands of desperate 
outlaws as that under Quantrill, in the summer season, is simply im- 
possible without five times my present force. In a State like Kansas, 
where everybody is loyal, such a state of things could not exist; but 
when half or more of the people are disloyal, of all shades, as in West- 
ern Missouri, and consequently cannot be permitted to carry aris, 
whether willingly or unwillingly, they are the servants of. these brig- 
ands and are entirely at their mercy. If they resist their demands or 
inform upon them, it is at the peril of their lives. I do not wish to ex- 
tenuate in any degree the crimes of those who are responsible for these 
inhuman acts; they shall suffer the fullest penalty; but 1 simply state 
what at a moment’s reflection will convince you are facts, to show the 
necessity for full preparation on your part to assist me in preventing 
the recurrence of any calamity like that which befell Lawrence. 

I am informed that a meeting was held in Leavenworth a few days: 
ago, in which it was resolved that the people should meet at Paola, on 
the 8th of September, for the purpose of entering Missouri, to recover 


~ their stolen property. If this was the only result of such expedition, 


or if their vengeance could be limited to those who are actually guilty, 


~ there would be no objection to it; but it is a simple matter of course 


_that the action of such an irresponsible organization of enraged citizens - 


would be indiscriminate retaliation upon innocent and guilty alike. 


Permit me to suggest that your militia should be thoroughly organ- 
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You cannot einer nie to permit anything of this sort; my present Gate. q 
requires me to prevent it at.all hazards and by all "the means in my — 


. power. But I hope a few days of reflection will show the popular - 


leaders in Kansas the folly and wickedness of such retaliation, and 
cause them to be abandoned. I shall confidently rely upon your power- 
ful influence to prevent any such action on the part of the people of 


. Kansas as will force me into the painful position of having to oppose 
them in any degree, particularly by force. 


Be assured, Governor, of my earnest desire to do all in my power to 
promote the peace and security of Kansas. I shall be glad at all times 
to know your views and wishes touching your State. 

> _ Very Tespetttally, your obedient pee 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo. , August 29, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report the return of a brace of female 


‘spies sent from this post into Arkansas some time since. ‘They have 


visited Jacksonport and Little Rock, which last place they left on the 
14th instant. 

The ladies confirm former reports of Generals Smith and Price for- 
tifying a point some 12 miles from Little Rock, and report obstructions 
in the river, and a pontoon bridge at-the Rock. They state that Mar- 
maduke and Greene left Jacksonport with 400 men, all their present 
command. The telegraph wire is being removed from the Little Rock 
and Fort Smith line and taken to Texas for safety. Citizens are fleeing 
to Texas, and an abandonment of Arkansas generally anticipated. They 
have six 4- gun batteries and from 7,000 to 12, 000 men. 

One of these women is observant. and highly intelligent. She states 
that soldiers deserting or on furlough, bath from Vicksburg and from 
Price’s army, are met everywhere “alon g the route of travel north. 
These men are fleeing like rats from a falling house; they give the re- 
bellion up, and express a determination to return to their homes in 
Missouri, some stating a determination to live in peace with their old 


neighbors, but the most of them declaring that they will form guerrilla 


bands and kill off the Abolitionists. 
“* * * ae * * * 


Your very obedient servant, 
JOHN McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Macon O1ry, Mo., August 29, 1863. 
Major- General SCHOFIELD: 


Your dispatch was received last night; also dispatch from Colonel 


‘Douglass, Mexico, stating that Major Miller had on yesterday come up — 
with a party of rebels near the old Morse Mill battle-ground, Callaway 


County, and killed 1 and mortally wounded another, without ‘loss. Still — 
in pursuit. Major Miller thinks rebels intend to try to cross the river | 
above Portland. Will you advise General Brown to be on the alert? 
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PMiajor Miller is now within a few miles of the German neighborhood in 
_ Montgomery County, mentioned in your message, and no doubt after 
_ the men that created the trouble there. 1 will have my whole force in 
that region on the war-path. 

; O. GUITAR, 


Brigadier- General. 


CONFIDENTIAL. ] Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., August 29, 1863. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 


My DEAR Sir: The returning column of General Sibley reached. 


‘Abercrombie, on the Red River of the North, on the 22d instant. At 
that point the force was divided into several bodies, which are now 
engaged in scouring the country down the Big Sioux and James Rivers, 
as far as the lowa line, west of Kid River, and visiting the Chippewas 


at Red Lake, Otter Tail Lake, &c., east of Kid River, so that the whole’ 
Territory of Dakota, the northern’ and eastern portions of Minnesota, 


and, in fact, the whole country east of the Missouri, will be thoroughly 
: visited and ‘searched by our troops. I do not suppose that there are 

now ten hostile Sioux Indians east of the Missouri River. The large 
force of Indians, three times defeated and driven across the Missouri 
River, with the loss of all their winter supplies of provisions and all the 
robes and furs for winter clothing, will not be able to return to Min- 
nesota this winter, if ever, in a body. 

General Sully reached the point on the Missouri where they crossed 
only a few days after, and will undoubtedly follow them up. As he 


has only cavalry, he can do this with the utmost rapidity. At all | 


events, with a large cavalry force he has constantly interposed be- 
tween the hostile Sioux of Minnesota (now south of the Missouri River) 
and the State of Minnesota, a glance at the map will exhibit how diffi- 


cult, if not impossible, it will be for these Indians, in any numbers, to ~ 


return to the Minnesota frontier this winter. I do not myself believe 
that there is the slightest likelihood that any Indian hostilities will occur 
again in that State from Sioux Indians. Small parties of eight or ten 
men may possibly, at great risk, traverse this long distance and commit 
some slight depredations ; but with the mounted force patrolling the 
frontier the risk would be.so great that I doubt if the Indians would 


even attempt this much. I propose to leave one entire regiment of: 


cavalry (the Sixth Iowa) this winter on the Upper Missouri, at Fort 
Randall and Fort Pierre, as an additional precaution against any at- 
tempt of the Sioux to recross to the north (east) side of the Missouri 
River, and again in the spring to visit the entire Indian Nation east.of 
* the Rocky Mountains. I also propose to leave in Minnesota an infantry 
regiment, distributed at the several posts along the frontier, with the 


mounted ‘force of Hatch and 500 men of the Mounted Rangers to patrol » 


the whole line of frontier between these stations. I do not myself be- 
lieve such a force necessary, but in deference to the natural anxiety of 
the people after the atrocities of last autumn, and to give them the con- 
fidence necessary to induce them to remain on their farms, I think it 
well to keep such a force in Minnesota. All the rest of the force in that 
State I propose to send south within a few weeks. 
I have thought it well to write you thus fully concerning affairs in 
“Minnesota ‘that you may not be misled by representations that will cer- 
‘tainly be made to you. Of course, it is not necessary to tell you that 


ie there will be an influence used to keep all the forces in Minnesota; for . 


\ 
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what purposes you will be at no loss to understand, but I am glad to | 
say that the persons who, will thus seek to influence you are men of | 


broken personal and political fortunes, who have objects in view very 
remote from the public interests. That you may realize- what these 
‘motives are, and who are the persons, I inclose you some extracts from 
- letters from Col. S. Miller, the nominee of the late Republican conven- 
tion for Governor of Minnesota. He will be elected by a very large 


vote, and his. opinions, therefore, are “entitled to weight, as they will _ 


regulate his action as Governor. You will see at once the very same 
names as of the’persons who have been infesting the War Department, 
‘ urging movements or organizations, and finding fault with the conduct 
of military affairs in Minnesota. The difference is that, whereas a 
- couple of months ago they were ridiculing the size of Sibley’s expedi- 
tion, and urging that the force was too large; that a small body of cav- 
alry was sufficient; that Sibley would not see an Indian; that the Indians 


4 


had divided into small parties, &c., now they complain and protest that 


the whole of the force in Minnesota is absolutely needed for: their pro- 
tection. Results have shown how far they were right two mouths ago, 
and it is not too much to say that they are quite as far wrong now in 
their new light. That the coalition between Wilkinson, an immaculate 


Republican, and Rice, an equally immaculate Democrat, is perfect, you © 


will be at no loss to see from Miller’s letters, and it is an alliance both 
_ political and financial. It will be utterly broken down-in Minnesota at 
this election. 
- Linelose also the resolutions of the Copperhead convention at Saint 
Paul,* from which you will see that, properly manipulated, they resolve 
‘that the Indian war must be vigorously prosecuted, &c., which means 
_ that all the troops must be kept in Minnesota for the benefit of con- 
tractors. The Copperhead ticket will be beaten by 10,000 votes at least. 
The alliance between Wilkinson and Rice is well enough understood 
in Minnesota. Wilkinson has been discarded by his party. He never 
had strength in it, and his election to the Senate, resulting from compe- 
tition between prominent men of the party, surprised everybody. To 
his other disqualifications and unpopularity, he has of late added bad 
personal habits, and in his desperation at the certainty of falling into 
total obscurity after his term expires, be has joined Rice, who is about 
as desperately broken down as himself. Whilst the one has political 
purposes, the other has financial, and my objection to Hatch and his 
organization is simply because Hatch is but an instrument of Rice, as 
he has been for years, and the organization is simply to be used to pro- 
mote the effects I have named. I shall use Hatch’s battalion, however, 
to the best purpose, replacing it by troops I shall send south. Of the 


co-operation of the Interior Department with these people, I dislike to — 


speak. The history of the Indian agents and the management of 
Indian affairs on the frontier by the Indian Department would fully 
develop the reason of this alliance. Whilst Indian agents become rich, 
Indians become poor, dissatisfied, and hostile. It will not be difficult 
for you to arrive at these facts from anybody who lives on the frontier 
and is not connected with these transactions. Many very good and 
honest people are affected by the influences put in operation by these 
men, and the fear of Indian hostilities which they excite; but this will 
wear out in time. Last winter Rice threw the whole eastern frontier 
of the State into a paroxysm of alarm by telling. them gravely, as he 


came through the country from Lake Superior, that, as soon as the snow 
fell, the whole Chippewa Nation would take the war-path and ravage 
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the settlements, and I was overwhelmed with petitions for troops and 
‘eries of alarm, based on this statement. Its object was apparent, but 
_ there was not, and has not been, the slightest intimation of such a thing. 
The design is to keep up excitement and alarm, to continue the Indian 
war and to keep the troops in Minnesota. ma 
I have thought it well that you should understand these things, so 
_as to act advisedly upon the representations which will undoubtedly 
‘be made to you. I am confident that you will meet the case wisely, 
and I shall carry out your wishes with all zeal and energy. 


Very truly, yours, JNO. POPE 
id e 


({Inclosure.] 


AUGUST 24, [1863.] 
Maj. Gen. JOHN PoPE, Milwaukee, Wis. : 


My DEAR GENERAL: I gratefully acknowledge the receipt of your 
kind communication of the 21st instant, and rejoice to learn, by the 
copy of your letter to the General-in-Chief, that General Sibley and his 
- gallant command are so well appreciated at department headquarters. 
Poor General Sibley! I know him well. He is gallant and glorious in 
conflict, but in executive and administrative capacity he is but the 
wreck of his former self. Nothing could have been better devised than 
your double expedition for the utter extermination of the savage mis- © 
creants, and nothing more unfortunate than General Sully’s failure to 
be “in at the death.” Colonel Marshall, the bearer of dispatches from 
General Sibley, says that, poor as the grass is upon the Missouri, it is | 
quite as good as was found by General Sibley’s expedition anywhere on 
the route. I earnestly hope that General Sully will get back and give - 
another blow to the murderers; otherwise I shall have serious apprehen- 
sions that squads of the enemy will again annoy our frontier settlements. 

I am glad to see that you properly appreciate the trading, corrupt In- 
dian politicians of Minnesota. They are selfish and heartless as Satan, 
and, were it not for the encouragements held out to them at Washing- 
ton, we should consign the whole tribe to merited infamy. I was, a few 
days since, without a single effort of my own, and against the labored 
protests of Wilkinson, Aldrich, and company, unanimously nominated 
for Governor. Their only hope now is to perpetuate their power by 
nominating Rice against me. He is hesitating whether to try his chances | 
or not; but next Wednesday will determine. If he accepts, I may 
have to resign as soon as General Sibley returns. He must in that: 
event be beaten, and badly beaten, and with his fall the whole Moccasin 
brood, except as they are fostered at Washington, will topple to their 
final destruction. 

* * * *% #* * * 


AUGUST 20 [267], 1863. 


* * * The friends of Rice and Wilkinson are as rabid as ever. 
They denounce the expedition and General Sibley as a failure, and your 
dispatch suggesting that the war east of the Missouri is at an end as a 

terrible outrage upon Minnesota. They pretend to believe that we shall 

have 2,000 Sioux warriors upon the borders within a month, and, of 
course, many honest, apprehensive people believe them. I do hope 
‘that General Sully has dealt them such a blow as to utterly deprive. 
‘them of the capacity to return. 


Ever your friend, oedele 
. Ve 


496. -MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. .N. W. [Cuar. Sey 


a 


ae ; ~ ’ Sar) = z 7 ss Pere 
I ; ¢ WANT Dp ; 


Vu inousueutty DEPARTMENT. OF THE RSs Ss 
Milwaukee, Wis., August 29, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
—— General-in- Chief, Washington: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit, inclosed, a letter to Gener 
Sully, specifying the duties he is to perform and the arrangements he . 
is to make for the winter. I propose to keep the Sixth Iowa Cavalry 
for the winter on the Upper Missouri, as stated in this letter, not so 
much with a view to the protection of Dakota and the frontier settle- 
ments of Iowa, as to prevent the ‘return to Minnesota of the hostile 
Sioux, lately driven across the Missouri by General Sibley, and to take 
the field early in the spring to complete the settlement of Indian affairs 
in Nebraska aud the Upper Missouri as far as the mountains. They 
will serve a good purpose, I hope, and put an end for some time to come 
to Indian troubles in those regions. 

Minnesota I consider secure against any considerable Indian difficul- 
ties; indeed, against any at all. The force I shall leave in that State is 


intended much more to restore confidence to the people than to provide | 


against Indian hostilities. I send you also my letters to General Sib- 

ley, specifying in detail the arrangements for his force for the winter. 
All of the troops now in Minnesota except one regiment of infantry, the 
mounted force I propose to enlist for one year from the mounted regi- 
ment whose term of service is about to expire, and the battalion of 
Hatch’s, authorized to be raised by the Secretary of War, will be sent 
south. 

I think it best not to send the Minnesota regiments south eters Oc- 
tober 1, as they will lose half their effective force by sickness in the 
sudden’ transfer to the hot climate of Mississippi durin g the sickly 
month of September. _ They will embark on the Ist of October. 

Will you please send me the authority to re-enlist the 500 mounted 
men for one year, from the mounted regiment now going out of service 
in Minnesota, and authorize me to designate the officer who shall re- 
cruif and command them, with the rank “ot lieutenant-colonel? There 
are many officers in the regiment better qualified for the position than 


’ any of the field officers belonging to it. 


Please send ine instructions also in time as to what point in the south 
the Minnesota regiment shall be sent. 
' Iam, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., August 25, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. ALFRED SULLY, Port Pierre: 


GENERAL: Your dispatch of the 17th is received. It is deeply to be 
regretted that more rapid progress was not made by the expedition 
under your command. By referring to my letters to yourself and your 


predecessor in command, you will ‘find how great was the stress laid ~ 


upon the necessity of placing yourself in time ir position to co-operate 
with General Sibley, and I am constrained to believe that with energy 


this much at least could have been accomplished. General Sibley had — 


exactly the same kind of wagons and mules you had (as General Allen, 
chief quartermaster of the department, himself informs me). Hehad but | 
little, if any, more wagon transpor tation in Proporee to the strength he. 
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his command than you have, yet he marched 600 miles through the same 
character of country, which had been subjected to the same drought, and _ 
with a large infaniry force, defeated the Indians in three engagements, 
drove them across the Missouri River, and actually reached a point on 
that river 160 miles above Fort Pierre. Whilst your expedition, all cav- 
alry, only marched 160 miles, his column, consisting largely of infantry, 
marched 600 in that time. Under these circumstances, you will admit 
that it is hard for me to understand the delay which has attended your 
movements. It is painful for me to find fault, nor do I desire to say 
what is unpleasant, but I feel bound to tell you frankly that your move- 
ments have greatly disappointed me, and I can find no satisfactory ex- 
planation of them. As soon as you receive this letter, you will please 
cross to the south side of the Missouri, and, having loaded your wagons 
with provision and ammunition and such medical supplies as are abso- 
lutely needed, you will make a thorough campaign in Nebraska, pro- 
ceeding as far to the west and northwest as possible before the winter 
overtakes you. 

It is desirable that some cavalry force be stationed this winter at 
Fort Pierre, or in that neighborhood, and provision should be made 
accordingly. You will please send the necessary orders to the proper 
officer of your district for this purpose. Your command will occupy 
Fort Pierre or the neighborhood, Fort Randall, and Sioux City, for the 
winter, as also such points to the éast of Sioux City as will effectually 
secure the settlements in Dakota and the border settlements of Iowa. 

It is essential that such measures be taken, as far as possible, as will 
prevent the Minnesota Sioux, lately driven south of the Missouri by 
General Sibley, from recrossing that river and reoccupying Minnesota, 
or in any large bodies committing depredations north and east of the 
Missouri. 

i entreat you on all accounts to give your individual attention and 
your utmost energy to the accomplishment of these instructions. 

Iam, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., August 29, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. H. H. SIBLEY: 

GENERAL: Your several dispatches reporting the battles with the 
hostile Sioux and the results of your campaign have been received and 
transmitted to the Headquarters of the Army. I need not say they have 
given me the greatest satisfaction, and to yourself and the troops under 
your command the gratitude of the Government and country is due. 
Such hardships and privations have rarely been surmounted by any 
troops, and the cheerfulness, endurance, and gallantry of the forces 
under your command reflect the highest credit upon them and upon you. 

The unusual and unexpected delay in the movements of General 
Sully’s column alone prevented the entire destruction of the hostile 
Sioux. The troops under your command have nobly performed their 
allotted part in the campaign, and it gives me the greatest satisfaction to 
bear testimony here, as I have done to: the authorities in Washington, 
to their honorable and distinguished conduct. It has been a pleasure to 
me to bring to the notice of the Government the names of those, both 
officers and soldiers, who have won especial distinction in the cam. 
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paign. Will you please convey my hearty congratulations to the offi- 
cers and men of your command, and my assurance that, at the earliest 
moment consistent with the safety of the State from Indian depreda- 
tions, they shall be transferred to the seat of war in the South, where 
their soldierly qualities and the military experience acquired in this 
campaign will have a wider field and will secure for them the national 
reputation which they are so capable of achieving? ‘To them and to 
you I tender my hearty thanks. : : 
Iam, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., August 29, 1863. - 
Brig. Gen. H. H. SIBLEY: 

GENERAL: The termination of your campaign brings us at once to 
the question, what is to be done with your troops? From General Sully 
I-have heard under date of the 16th instant. He was then 70 miles 
above Fort Pierre, and, having left his boats and baggage, was moving 
rapidly up the Missouri, with rations for thirty days. He has a depot 
at Fort Pierre, to which he will return for fresh supplies, but will keep 
the field on the Upper Missouri amd in Nebraska and Dakota, as the 
case may be, till November 1. I send you a copy of my last letter to 
him, from which you will see the disposition for the winter which I pro- 
pose to make of the large cavalry force under his command. I myself 
have no idea that the Indians whom you drove, across the Missouri 
River will ever return for hostile purposes, or in any other way, unless 
permission is obtained from Washington. The presence of Sully on the 
Upper Missouri River with this large cavalry force, ready to fall on the 
rear of any war party which comes to the north side of the Missouri, 
would render such an operation too hazardous, even (which I do not 
believe) should the Indians feel disposed to undertake it. Small par- 
ties of eight or ten may traverse this long distance to commit some 
small depredations, but they will not be dangerous, and the mounted 
force along the frontier of Minnesota will:-be abundantly able to pursue 
and destroy them. If they make no such forays by the middle of Oc- 
tober, it is not at all likely they will do so this winter. Under all views 
of the case, therefore, I consider 2,000 men enough to be left in Minne- 
sota this winter. It is my purpose to leave one entire regiment of in- 
fantry, 500 mounted men, to be re-enlisted from the regiment of Mounted 
Kiangers for one year, and the 500 mounted men of Hatch’s battalion, 
which you are mistaken in supposing not to be under your command. 
They are under your orders, as all other military force in your district. 

Tsuggest the following disposition of this force, leaving it, however, 
to your judgment to modify the arrangement as you think judicious : 
Three companies of infantry and 100 mounted men at Abercrombie, 
which post should at once be stockaded, or otherwise putin a complete 
‘condition for defense; three companies of infantry and 100 mounted 
men at Ripley, and ten companies of infantry and 100 mounted men at 
ridgeley, which should also be made defensible. The other two com- 
panies of the infantry regiment to be divided into squads of 20 men, and 
stationed at convenient points along the frontier south and north of 
Ridgeley. The remaining 700 mounted men to be stationed at points 
between the line of small infantry posts, and to patrol between their re- 
spective stations at short intervals. At all these small posts a sufficient 
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stockade should be made for temporary defense. I should suppose 
that the most favorable line would be the one occupied last year. It 
might be well to post 100 of the mounted men at Alexandria, so as to 
keep up the communication with Abercrombie by escort, &c. Contracts 
for hay and the necessary ‘arrangements for supplying grain and sub- 
sistence at these various posts should be made in time. If this plan is 
adopted, you had best select the infantry regiment to be kept in the 
State, and have it posted by the Ist of October, and encamp the re- 
mainder of your force at some convenient point not remote from the 
Minnesota River. 

Furloughs can be given them till the end of September, not to exceed 
one-fourth of the number to be absent at a time, and all arms and equip- 
ments of the men while on furlough to be left in the hands of the com- 
pany commander, who will be responsible for them. 

I will keep your whole force in Minnesota till October 1. 

Please write me your views on the whole subject fully, and also give 
me the name of the best officer to be made lieutenant-colonel and author- 
ized to enlist 500 of the Mounted Rangers. 

Your earliest attention to these matters is desirable. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, August 29, 1863. 
Governor CARNEY, Leavenworth, Kans. : 

The Secretary of War directs me to inform you that five thousand 
stand of arms, with equipments and ammunition, have been ordered 
from Saint Louis to Fort Leavenworth, to be delivered on your requisi- 
tion, for arming any troops that may be raised by you. If other sup- 
plies are wanted, you will please notify the Department. 

JAS. A. HARDIE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., August 30, 1863. 
Major-General HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn. : 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 24th is received. JI am under as much 
embarrassment 4s yourself relative to the expedition under General 
Steele’s command. I was informed that a force had been sent from 
Vicksburg to Helena, to move against Price, in conjunction with that 
sent by me from Missouri, and that the combined force was to act under 
my “general orders.” I was directed to send my plan of operations to 
you, as General Steele was at the time under your immediate command. 
Consequently, I have sent no orders directly to General Steele. Ihave 
regarded General Davidson’s command in much the same light as you 
regard that of General Steele, viz, temporarily. detached. 

I believe the boundary line between General Grant’s department and 
mine in Arkansas is entirely undefined. Yet I have no doubt that 
Steele’s command may now be regarded as unquestionably within my 
department, and consequently under my immediate command, as you 


- understand to be the case. General Steele has never reported to me 
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for orders, and hence I have given him none, except my general in- 
structions through you. I think it would be well now, to avoid the 
present anomalous arrangement, that General Steele be ordered to re- 
port directly to me. If this be in accordance with your views, please 
give orders accordingly to General Steele, and inform me of them. 

Please accept my thanks, general, for your cordial co-operation here- 
tofore, and for your assurance of additional assistance in case General 
Steele should need it in future. This is the more valuable to me at the 
present time from the fact that having sent too large a force to Vicks- 
burg, before the fall of that place, and also some to Columbus, my re- 
maining forces in this portion of my department are very weak, so that 
it is impossible for me to send re-enforcements to General Steele. 

On the 6th instant I sent you a letter containing my plan of opera- 
tions in Arkansas. As you make no mention of it, it occurs to me that 
probably you may not have received it; hence I inclose a copy* in this 
letter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., August 31, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Kansas City, Mo. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to send you herewith a copy of a 
communication from Major-General Hurlbut,t inclosing a report from 
‘Major-General Steele,t relative to matters connected with the Arkansas 
expedition. © 

I have but little to suggest in the connection, save to say that, from 
personal knowledge, I am inclined to the belief that Des Arc will event- 
ually be found the best base of operations. The experience of many 
years’ communication by merchants between Little Rock and White 
River results, to my knowledge, in the general adoption of the road 
from Des Arc to Little Rock for purposes of transportation as the very 
best and always the most practicable. I cannot think that the experi- 
ence of years could have resulted in anything but the choice of the best 
road, and am consequently now of the belief that Des Arc is the best 
base of operations. 

As to the sickness in General Steele’s command, which seems to be 
frightful, I think I would urge General Hurlbut'to re-enforce him to 
the utmost of his ability without seriously endangering his (General 
Hurlbut’s) line of defense. The Arkansas expedition must succeed, 
and consequently should be supported by all the means at our command. 

‘Ido not know if you thought. and have arranged relative to supplies 
required to be’ sent to Major-General Steele, as suggested by Major- 
General Hurlbut. I telegraphed you to-night to remind you of this 
matter. As amatter of course, you will remember what action you have 
taken in that matter, and I may be too uneasy relative thereto. Inform 
me of your pleasure, and I will have the necessary orders issued. 

I write in haste, as there is but little time to prepare for the mail to- 
night. 

Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


* See Part I, p. 22. t Not found. ¢ See p. 468, 
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY OORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., August 31, 1863. 


’ Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, 
Commanding Expedition, Devall’s Bluff, Ark. : 


GENERAL: [ am in receipt of your last favor from Devall’s Bluff. A 
gentleman late from Little Rock states that the enemy have masked 
rifle-pits and batteries some considerable distance in advance of their 
works, flanking the road. You will, of course, see to this. I have tele- 
graphed, some days since, to Generals Schofield and Halleck that you 
should have at least 5,000 more troops to render your movement per- 
fectly decisive and effective, and that I cannot safely furnish them. 
This corps has been heavily depleted. I will send you an engine and 
cars as soon aS I can get the transportation. I wrote you some time 
since that Grant had sent a division toward Monroe, La. This should 
stop re-enforcements from Louisiana and Texas. A heavy movement is 
now making on Texas; the precise point I do not know. It will be 
desirable, of course, to ascertain the approximate strength of the enemy, 
so that I may be able to be sure of sufficient force. “The tone of the 
Little Rock papers is quite firm. I have ordered Kimball to report to 
you, and hope there will be no deficiency. I wall back you to the extent 
of my force. 

Your obedient servant, 
E S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
No. 13. Deval’s Bluff, Ark., August 31, 1863. 


I. The Third Division, Brig. Gen. S. A. Rice commanding, will move 
at 10 o’clock to-day, preceded by one regiment of Colonel Clayton's 
brigade. The Second Division, Col. William E. McLean commanding, 
will move at 6 a. m. to-morrow, preceded by the remainder of Colonel 
Clayton’s cavalry brigade. Two squadrons of the cavalry brigade will 
be detailed daily by Colonel Clayton as escort to the supply train. The’ 
batteries as heretofore assigned to field service will march in the center 
of brigades. The ambulances and baggage trains will follow their bri- 
gades, headquarters trains leading in the order of rank of commanders. 
The supply train will follow the trains of rear brigades. _ Brigade com- 
manders will each detail a rear guard daily to arrest and bring up 
stragglers. All the means at hand will be used for carrying water on 
the march. 

II. Maj. P. Graves, Twelfth Michigan Infantry, is detailed to com- 
mand at this station. He will receive written instructions from these 
headquarters. 

Ill. Capt. B. O. Carr, assistant quartermaster, and Lieut. William T. 
Allen, acting commissary of subsistence, will remain here for the present, 
in order to forward suppiies. 

IV. The medical director will designate the medical officers to remain 
in charge of the sick. 

By order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele : 

[GEORGE O. SOKALSKT,] 
First Lieut. Second Cavalry, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


®. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISS0URI, 
Springfield, Mo., August 31, 1863. 
WitiiAmM H. Larnam, Arcu. M. Lany, R. 8S. JACOBS, 
Springfield, Mo.: 


GENTLEMEN: Your communication of yesterday is at hand in regard 
to the evacuation of the post of Greenfield. You will have learned 
before the receipt of this that your alarm was groundless, and that I 
have not been unmindful of your protection. The very occupation of 
the troops ordered from your place to the field is designed to protect 
you against the outrages of the men who sacked and burned the town 
of Lawrence, in our sister State, with circumstances of more cruelty 
and barbarism than have heretofore characterized war in any civilized 
country. 

You state that guerrillas “are now robbing and murdering our people 
within a few miles of this place.” I have no information of such out- 
rages, having heard of no murder since that of Daniells. If this is true, 
it is certainly high time that the commandant at Greenfield who should 
permit it, without an attempt to prevent it or without reporting the fact 
to these headquarters, should be removed and replaced by a more effi- 
cient officer. 

You will immediately on receipt of this specify instances of murder 
and robbery that have occurred of late, with such attending circum- 
stances as have come to your knowledge, that I. may apply the proper 
remedy to prevent a recurrence of such enormities, and take steps to. 
call any officer to account who permitted such things without proper 
report. 

Failing to receive such report from you by return of mail, I shall 
deem your letter of such grave importance as to compel me in dis- 
charge of my duty to indorse it to the provost-marshal, with directions 
to summon all persons before him who have, or are likely to have, know!- 
edge of these murders. ; 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
[JOHN McNEIL,] 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., August 31, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. ALFRED SULLY: 


GENERAL: In my letter to you concerning your movements after your 
return to Fort Pierre, a mistake was made in writing Nebraska in.the 
stead of Dakota. 

It is my purpose that you move from Fort Pierre to the Black Hills, 
and thence north and northwest as far as practicable before the cold 
weather begins. These movements, as far as their direction is con- 
cerned, will depend, of course, upon the locality of the hostile Indians, 
but it is your special mission to deal finally, if possible, with the hostile. 
Sioux driven across the Missouri River by General Sibley, and to pre- 
vent in all events their return. to the borders of Minnesota in any large 
force. If you follow them and press them closely, they will, no doubt, 
in their present destitute condition, seek to make terms with you. 

Your action in the matter must of necessity be left to your discretion, 
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the circumstances around you being your guide; but one restriction 
must be insisted on, and that is this, that these Indians must not return 
to the north side of the Missouri River under penalty of their lives. 
Whilst circumstances may render it judicious that they be permitted to 
remain in peace on the south side of the river, their own crimes have 
closed for ever Dakota or Minnesota to their reoccupation. The peace 
of the whole border, and particularly the security of the frontier settle- 
ments of Minnesota and Iowa, depend upon a vigorous campaign on 
your part until the cold weather drives you from the plains. 

Your presence on the Upper Missouri in time to have co-operated 
with General Sibley would probably have ended Indian troubles, by 
destroying or capturing the whole body of Indians which fought Gen- 
eral Sibley, but your failure to be in proper position at the proper time, 
however unavoidable, renders it necessary that you should prosecute 
with all vigor and dispatch the campaign I have marked out for you. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 91. Saint Louis, August 31, 1863. 


Asst. Surg. Peter V. Schenck, U. 8. Army, is assigned to duty as_ 
assistant medical director of this department. 
By command of Major-General Schofield: 
OC. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Abstract from retin of the Depurtment of the Missouri, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield com- 
manding, for August, 1863; headquarters Saint Louis, Mo. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, §c.—Continued. 
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duty. a S) artillery. 
2 | £4 }——— 
g ad 
it n 
Command. 2. 23 
g 2 [ee | Bos 
8 d ee ia anit ee eed ok 
Fe| o 59 on o ey 
) a < 4 mt | & 
District of Rolla Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies: 
Stated keollay M0.) or ois tasters kee cae teem eileushorre 8 yop eo 02) 
Troops at, Rolla: 2-5... 22s2- 2s. e eee : 11 231 278 BBdi Cowes 6 
Troops at other points 40 | 1,239] 1,562) 1,892 4 8 
Total Wisigick of Bollan.cicscskw coveseke ek eee 59 | 1,470| 1,848| 2,235| 4| 44 
District of Central Missouri, Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown: 
Staff (Jefferson. City, Mo.). 22.023... 2 ee cece en enna Dileoaeiee: Oe pene ali Beers aes 
TROOPS AM GIStiIGh sane oc ceo aces te oom Samamtae ae seiee rae 50)’ 4,062. )° 1)300-). S71.) 232 6 
: Total District of Central Missouri.......-...-..---- 60 | 1,062)" 1, 805 }- 1,527 |---25- 6 
District of Southwestern Missouri, Col. John McNeil: 
oat (Sprimtcheld- Mo: )\ ss asenc asi ee Cnicetticelase ests A BN ete So 4 La eesti) cee YS 
Springfield, Mo., Col. John Edwards 29 722 986.) oc, S485 as cet 14 
Cassville, Mo., Maj. Thomas J. Hunt : 9 275 353 644 Want oligos 
Morplyy eatern Arkansas expedition,* Col. William 19 350 506 SS sede hoeeees 
F. Cloud. 
Missouri State Militiat-.....-.- Roem ar Samat es sae SLA eee ZO ipl, 40a 212, CSO Neon mace 
Enrolled Missouri Militia,t Brig. Gen. Colly B. Hol- 
land. 62/1186 3), BOS NT 4d | cae e | eee 
Total District of Southwestern Missouri-.........-- 174 | 38,740] 4,581 | 6,348 |...... 14 
District of Northern Missouri, Col. Odon Guitar: 
Stash (Macony MO.) sisapaccncc cee cee naeneecisncmbiats 1310 Saree 5 Oy ERPs 
PPrOOpS 1D {GIs bliChas oS aaeesmossmie eee nen sesumsemcae 31 573 831 G09: bose alssseee 
Total District of Northern Missouri..........-..--. ates ae ee eS 
District of the Border, Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewing, jr.: 
Stait (Kansas City, Mo.) 2522 ccswee ccewee aeesces cee ay coal Roe 8 Bie eaten 
TYOOPS AD GIStViCh,secus te ae ceeee eee hee sae caet nee aS 106 | 3,073 | 3,678 | 4,422 6 14 
Total District of the Border........---.0--ce-ee+ee: 114| 3,073| 3,686| 4,430| 6| 14 
District of the Frontier, Brig. Gen. James G. Blunt: 
Stafl (orb Scott, Kang.) sible 2 cae eeciete ses ae ee eae (PAR SS 7 AL ese eae 
Fort Scott, Kans., Maj. Charles W. Blair .........--- 83 | 1,027 | 1,147 | 1,477 4 1 
Fort Blunt, C. N., Col. William R. Judson...-.....--- 142 | 3,613 | 4,873] 6,014 |.....- 18 
Escort to Colonel Dubois’ party of inspectors}..-..--. 2 98 100 LOO Sone tee tear 
Total District of the Frontier .....-.....+se2---2--- 184| 4,738] 6,127| 7,602| 4| 19 
District of Nebraska, Brig. Gen. Thomas J. McKean: 
Stack (Omaha City) cess co osc eae eee eek tee a Ou[bskees 9 Ol eee one 
TOONS AD CISULICE Vice mea cene heres ecicte nee meme encom 15 399 470 Roi tere a2 
Total District of Nebraska...........02.2-s00e-ee0+ 24| 399] 479| 822 |......|.... cy 
District of Colorado, Col. John M. Chivington: 
bad (Den Ver Ciey)2 oo ono Tb eee cdcenun eae ene la tel alae ee IRE eho memtele ee e ten cata ee ec 
SELOONS iO CISULLCtin,. ccc occu eet cmos emote ets eee 41 840 | 1,141) 1,774 ]|.-..-- 10 
Total District of Colorado...........2.eseseeeeeeee- 4i|  840| 1,141] 1,774 |...... 10 
Alton, Tl., Col. George W. Kincaid.......2...--22 ee. c eee 33 473 688 740 Locate alabe te 


* Return of July 31. 
tIn the field, &c. 
{ Estimated. No report received. 


§ Detachment Second Nebraska Cavalry, en route for Omaha, 
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Absiract from return of the Department of the Missouri, §:c.—Continued. 


RECAPITULATION. } 
Present for} |; P=] Pieces of 
duty. a Die. artillery. 
Q ee] 
£ aS 
f=" an 
Command. @ o's 
~~ ~ 
gi f | Sty : 
3 : # £2 
S A ob Ss 
ESI v ep op 
fo) a 4 <{ 
MGpArUneNs SOM Llp — sane e<scee = ys anensacetenaviosancsas USiicacansed 15 15 
PRsmatGh OL Paint Lais {22.2 52. -asccactacsessece accesses 125 | 2,950] 4,286} 5,216 
District of Southeastern Missouri..........-....--------- 82 | 2,053) 2,730] 3,274 
MUO MBE TIC sect woos c soe ath aen ber Sp Se ccs sce wu see aeeoe 21 375 525 574 
nina ui ea ere) oer unee LSS are 59:| 1,470 | 1,848] 2,235 
Pisirich Of Central MIssONTI. o<. . 2.20. bavescec as seceen ce 60 | 1,062] 1,305| 1,577 
District of Southwestern Missouri ----........--------.-- 174 | 3,740} 4,581] 6,348 
District of Northern Missouri. Seoeseeomssasaceeewes} LOB 573 836 914 
District of the Border 114 | 3,073 | 38,686] 4,430 
District of the Frontier 184 | 4,738 | 6,127) 7,602 
District of Nebraska 24 399 479 822 
District of Colorado 41 840 | 1,141] 1,774 
Alton, D1 33 473 688 4 
Grand total 968 | 21,746 | 28, 247 | 35, 521 


Abstract from return of the Army of the Arkansas Expedition, Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele 
commanding, for August, 1863; headquarters Brownsville, Ark. 
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fo) a = 4 4 AY 
Infantry : 
Second Division, Col. William E. McLean...-...- .--| 162} 2,357 | 3,317 | 6,915 | 7,064 |...... 
Third Division, Brig. Gen. Samuel A. Rice-.-....--. 116 {| 1,758 | -2,593 | 4,023} 4,023 |...... 
SEE IS On ee ee 278 | 4,115 | 5,910 | 10, 938 | 11, 087 |...... 
Cavalry : é i 
First Division,* Brig. Gen. John W. Davidson ...-. 214 | 3,899} 6,002 7,687 | 7,845 22 
Cavalry Brigade, Col. Powell Clayton ........ 34 430 745 | 1,202 | 1,202 5 
Cavalry escort, Lieut. James K. McLean . oe 3 72 92 124 206) | eae at 
Total Cavalry. a - ascneumane sic smewelinrinisie obra e honies 251 | 4,401 | 6,839] 9,013} 9,178 27 
Artillery, Capt. Mortimer M. Hayden.........-..-.---- 10| 378} 458] 690| 637| 22 
EEO ODS TONS IIE SR Ee Rs AMP Oe 539 | 8,894 | 13,207 | 20,641 | 20,797 | 49 


WASHINGTON, REGIE T 2 2, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis: 

You will please report whether measures are being taken to prevent 
hostile collisions on the Kansas border; also whether General Ewing’s © 
order to depopulate certain counties in ’ Missouri has been approved « or 


disapproved by you. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief. 


* Davidson’s cavalry division belonged to Department of the Missouri. 
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LEAVENWORTH City, KANS., 
September 2, 1863—8 p. m. 
‘Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

Your dispatch is just received. I came here to prevent the trouble 
you refer to.- Shall go to Kansas City to-morrow, and remain on the 
border until the difficulty is over. I believe [can prevent any collision. 
As yet I have neither approved nor disapproved General Ewing’s order. 
I think if must be moditied, but will not do it until I see him. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., September 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 
GENERAL: The following is a synopsis of an official dispatch from 
General Steele to Major-General Hurlbut, received at these headquar- 
ters this date: 


HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITIQN, 
Devall’s Bluff, Ark., August 26, 1863. 


Our advance, under Davidson, has driven Marmaduke’s cavalry (about 3,000) out 
of Brownsville, capturing Colonel Burbridge and some privates. At date of dispatch 
from Davidson, Glover’s brigade was pushing the enemy toward Bayou Meto, &c. 


He reports the stage of water in the White River, up to Devall’s 


Bluff, ample for shipping supplies, &c. Copy of this report forwarded - 


by mail. Brownsville is about 20 miles northeast of Little Rock, on 
the line of the Memphis Railroad. <A telegram from General Fisk, com- 
manding District of Southeastern Missouri, just received. He reports, 
upon the faith of a deserter from Burbridge’s command, that our forces 
attacked Price, on the 25th ultimo, at Brownsville and Bayou Meto, 
and on Wednesday (29th) attacked, routed, and drove the entire rebel 


force beyond the Arkansas River. Steele and Davidson in hot pursuit ; 


hundreds of rebels deserting, and Marmaduke’s command routed and 
scattered. The people of Arkansas, north of White River, praising God 
for prospective delivery from Jeff. Davis’ despotism. General Schofield 
temporarily absent in Kansas. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Brownsville, September 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis : 


GENERAL: I arrived here yesterday. True’s brigade encamped at 
Deadman’s Lake last night, and will be up to-day. He sent most of 
his ammunition by water, and failed to meet it at Clarendon, as he had 
expected. He has been very expeditious in his movements, but made a 
mistake in not bringing his ammunition and provisions enough to last 
his troops at least until he could reach us. We have a large train at 
Helena, and he was requested to bring it, but declined. 

A scouting party sent out by Davidson was at Austin last night. 
They met a party of the enemy, and pursued them through the town 
and brought back some citizens. There was no force at that point. I 
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have not been able to get any information from the citizens yet. It is 
15 miles from here to Austin, and the same distance from there to Little 
Rock. The ground in front of the enemy’s works and to the south is of 
such a character that we may have to turn them to the north by way of 
Austin, or else move rapidly to Pine Bluff and throw troops across the 
Arkansas at or near that point. The more I learn of this country the 
more fully I am convinced of the correctness of the opinion I expressed. 
in a letter to General Grant, written at Helena. Our line of operations 
should have been from Napoleon. It is a good road, plenty of supplies 
along the route,and good water in abundance; the country is more 
favorable for our operations in every respect. There are no timbered 
swamps there that they can hide in, and, at the season when the roads 
are bad, the Arkansas is navigable. Three days’ rain will make the 
roads between this. and White River quite impassable for loaded wagons. 
If I should cross my forces at Pine Bluff, it is my intention to change my 
base to the Mississippi at once, and move the depot at Devall’s Bluff to 
Napoleon. I think this will be a very good strategic movement if it can 
be effected. The enemy’s fortifications will be rendered useless to them. 
All my information goes to show that they have not broken ground on , 
the other side of the Arkansas. With the transportation which we have 
and that belonging to the command now at Helena, we could easily have 
supplies from Napoleon. It is about 140 miles. 

Please communicate your views on this subject. I have received no 
orders placing my command under Schofield. General Grant directed 
me to report to you. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General. 


. HEADQUARTERS, 
' Fort Lyon, Colo., September 2, 1863. 
Lieut. GEORGE H. STILWELL, : 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sir: I have the honor to report to the colonel commanding the district 
that reports are constantly being made to me of Indian depredations, 
committed by Kiowa and Comanche Indians near the Cimarron Cross- 
ing. Three trains have arrived to-day entirely destitute of provisions, 
the train-masters reporting that they had been robbed of all their sup- 
plies, and one man fired upon by the Indians while he was passing their 
camp. I have authorized the commissary at this post to suppiy the 
trains with subsistence. These train-masters also report that the In- 
dians have a number of white men and women prisoners. I have ac- 
cordingly ordered Lieutenant Edington, with one section of the Ninth 
Wisconsin Battery, and Lieutenant Ackley, with 70 men from Companies 
F and K, to proceed immediately to the Cimarron Crossing and estab- 
lish a camp. I shall leave here in time to overtake them by the time 
they arrive at the Indian camp, and, should I find that it is not neces- 
sary to punish them, shall establish a camp, returning myself imme- 
diately to this post. Should I find that it is necessary to punish them, I 
shall administer as severe a chastisement as it will be possible for me 
to do with my small command. They number about 3,000. I shall try 
by all fair means to avoid an Indian war, but shall proceed as rapidly as 
possible in case it becomes necessary to have one. 

Last week two horses were stolen from the quartermaster’s herd. I 
ascertained beyond a doubt that they were stolen by Kiowa Indians, 
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and sent two men in pursuit of them. Have not heard from the men 
yet, and fear the Indians have detained them. On Saturday night, a 
Mexican, who had been prowling about the vicinity for several days, 
broke into the corral of the stage company and stole two horses. I 
sent out four men in pursuit of the thief, with instructions to return the 
horses. I have learned that the men had overtaken the Mexican, re- 
covered the horses, but left the Mexican on the prairie. If any more 
stealing is done in this vicinity, I shall issue orders in each case, until 
further orders from headquarters, to leave the thieves wherever they 
are overtaken. 
I have the honor to be, with respect, your obedient servant, 
SCOTT J. ANTHONY, 
Major, Commanding Post. 


KAwsas Crtry, Mo., September 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

The people of Kansas, who are to meet at Paola on the 8th instant, 
for the purpose of entering Missouri, are under the guidance and con- 
trol of Senator Lane. I shall not permit them to enter Missouri. Sena- 
tor Lane informs me he will appeal to the President. I do not appre- 
hend any hostile collision, but a dispatch from the President or Secre- 
tary of War to Mr. Lane would aid me much in preventing trouble. 
If such dispatch be sent, I respectfully request to be informed of its 
purport. ; 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


LEAVENWORTH, KAns., September 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN- M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: The brutal outrages committed upon the unoffending and 
unarmed citizens of Lawrence by Quantrill and his band has not only 
aroused every man in the State, but shocked the whole country. The 
wish of both is that the doers of these bloody deeds, their aiders and 
abettors, shall be steadily pursued and surely punished, for there can 
be.no safety in the present and the future while these miscreants are 
permitted to live. 

The 9th day of this month, by order of your district commander, is 
the day fixed upon to begin this summary punishment. That this 
punisbment may be swift and sure, I offer you any forces at my com- 
mand. You have promptly sent me a sufficient quantity of arms to 
meet the wants of the State. With these arms in their hands, and or- 
ganized, our citizens can repel any raid which brutal marauders like 
Quantrill and his band may attempt, and punish instantly and severely 
those who shail aid and abet them. Ihave confidence only in organized 
action, and, satisfied both of your ability to lead any forces and your 
resolve to punish the guilty, I shall be happy to place the military of 
the State at your disposal. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS CARNEY, 
Governor. 
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Kawsas Crry, Mo., September 3, 1863. 


His Excellency THoMAS CARNEY, 
Governor of Kansas: 


GOVERNOR: I am in receipt of your letter of this morning. I fully 
sympathize with your feeling of anxiety to give security to the Kansas 
border, and to avenge on the rebels in Missouri the unparalleled atroci- 
ties of the Lawrence massacre. My forces in Missouri and Kansas 
having been greatly reduced by re-enforcements sent to Generals Grant, 
Steele, and Blunt, I am glad to avail myself of your offer of a part of the 
Kansas militia to aid the United States forces in this district. With 
the chief towns on the eastern border of Kansas garrisoned by the 
militia of the State, and with two regiments of volunteers which I have 
lately ordered to re-enforce the troops already in the district, the military 
authorities will be able not only to execute the orders for the expulsion 
of disloyal persons, but also to pursue and destroy the guerrilia bands 
which have so long ravaged the border. I‘or the purpose named, I will 
accept the service of so many companies of militia as may be deemed 
necessary by you and the district commander to protect the towns re- 
ferred to. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


—— 


KAwNsAS City, Mo., September 3, 1863. 
Commanding Officer, Lexington, Mo.: 


I have reliable information that Quantrill is concentrating on the Sni. 
Tf the detachments sent by you and from Wellington up the river can 
be got together, let them scout the Snicountry. I will send other scout- 


ing parties there. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


CIRCULAR, No. 6.] Hpqrs. CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, 
Jefferson City, Mo., September 3, 1863. 


Armed bands of irresponsible, unauthorized men threaten to enter 
Missouri from Kansas for the purpose of pillaging and sacking the 
country. Should they enter this district, they will be treated in the 
same manner as under existing orders other robbers, murderers, and 
marauders are to be treated. Commanding officers of sub-districts will 
meet these outlaws with firmness, and if they refuse to leave the dis- 
trict after being warned to do so, they will be considered open enemies 
warring against the Government. 

Citizens will be expected to arm themselves, as soon as possible, and 
assist in the protection of their homes. ‘The demons who massacred in 
cold blood our friends at Lawrence are being driven toward the border 
of this district, and will make an effort to enter it. In order to prevent 
this, and afford protection to the citizens of the country, the utmost 
energy is necessary; the country must be constantly and thoroughly 
scouted. This is the time for action. Small guards placed in substan- 
tial buildings will be sufficient for the protection of points where posts 
have been established until quiet has again been restored. The entire 
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command in this district will be in the field and in the saddle. Sol. 
diers, remember Lawrence! Let it be your watchword. Guerrillas are 
outlaws, and are to receive no quarters. 
By order of Brigadier-General Brown: 
[JAS. RAINSFORD,]} 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, eee a SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 210. Memphis, Tenn., September 3, 1863. 


I. Brig. Gen. N. B. Buford is assigned to the command of the post of 
Helena, Ark., and will proceed thither as soon as relieved at Cairo. 
Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith will detail a competent officer with field rank 
as commandant at Cairo, to relieve Brig. Gen. N. B. Buford. 
* * * * * * * 


By order of Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut: 
HENRY BINMORE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., September 4, 1863—2 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 


The following telegram, just received, is forwarded for the action of 
the General-in-Chief, at the request of Major-General Hurlbut, com- 
manding the Sixteenth Army Corps: 


MEMPHIS, TENN., September 1. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


General Steele, in my judgment, requires 5,000 infantry. I cannot spare them. 
Inquire of General Halleck if he can spare them from any other command. I am 
unable to give that force, having been heavily reduced by drafts made. ~ It is 
vitally important to Steele that he be re-enforced. General Grant. has no men to 
spare below. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 

General Schofield is absent in Kansas, but I am satisfied he has no 
troops to spare from this department; indeed, not a sufficient number 
’ for the duties he is called upon to perform. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


LITTLE SANTA FL, Mo., 
September 4, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWIne, 
Commanding District of the Border, Kansas City : ° 
Str: Since I came to camp I have received information that the rebels, 
under Quantrill, will start south to-morrow, or between now and the 
next two days, and from what I can learn they do not intend any raid 
into Kansas. I would suggest that, if there is any cavalry at Lexing- 
ton, Mo., they be ordered out after them. I will start, with all my 
available force, for Pleasant Hill this evening. I hear to-day that Star — 
was killed yesterday by one of Todd’s men. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
C. F. COLEMAN, 
Captain, Commanding. 
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Hpgrs. DATACHMENT OF THE ELEVENTH CAVALRY, 
Warrensburg, September 4, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Ewine, 
Commanding District : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to respectfully represent that, in obedi- 
ence to your orders, I divided my command at Dresden, Mo., "and sent 
two companies, under command of Major Ross, with orders to scour La 
Fayette County in search of guerrillas; afterward to report at Little 
Santa Fé, and await my arrival. 

I arrived at this point on the 30th ultimo, with four companies. I 
have vigilantly scoured this county in search of Quantrill’s men and 
guerrillas from that time up to the present. My scouts have captured 
and killed a number of guerrillas, one of whom was the notorious Cap- 
tain Dobson. 

The state of affairs in this county is truly lamentable. Union men 
solemnly declare that they have not nor cannot get protection from the 
military powers which have been stationed here. I deeply regret to say 
to you that the representations of the unconditionally loyal men of this 
county lead me fully to believe such are the facts, and I respectfully 
state to you that, in my opinion, the well-being of this county demands 
a change of commanders as well as policy. Union men from every part 
of the county are here as refugees, and have not been to their homes 
for twelve months. I can see no excuse for this, save the base negli- 
gence of the military stationed here, and the utter repudiation of their 
claims and interests. There are, and have been, soldiers enough here 
to hold every part of Johnson County free from guerrillas, so as to allow 
business, at least, to assume its wonted phase. 

I leave, with my command, for Sibley, Mo., to-morrow, in the morn- 
ing. After my arrival I will hasten to report to you in person. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
L. ©. PACH, 
Majcr, Comdg. Detachment of Eleventh Regt. Missouri Vol. "Cav. 


INDEPENDENCE, Mo., September 4, 1863. 
General EWING: 

I received your order this evening at Little Blue, 7 miles from this 
place. I have been scouting the country night and day for two days 
below Lexington. I destroyed the camp equipage of one camp. I scat- 
tered the bushwhackers; killed 2 of them; captured 6 horses. The 
horses of my command are very tired. I would like to have one or two 
days’ rest for them, if you will grant it. [have 130 men with me. Major 
Pace has four companies scouting the country you speak of, or this was 
the understanding when we separated. Answer. 

J. T. ROSS, 


Major, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 92. } Saint Louis, Mo., September 4, 1863. 


The militia of Kansas and Missouri not in the service of the United 
States will be used only for the defense of their respective States. They 
will not be permitted to pass from one State into the other without ex- 
press orders from the district commander. No armed bodies of men not 
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belonging to the United States troops, or to those portions of Kansas 
and Missouri which have been placed under the orders of the depart- 
ment commander by the Governors of the respective States, will be per- 
mitted, under any pretext whatever, to pass from one State to the other. 
By command of Major-General Schofield: 
C. W. MARSH, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 5, 1863—10.30 p. m. 
; (Received September 7.) 
Major-General HURLBUT, Memphis, Tenn. : 


If General Steele requires re-enforcements, you must do all in your 
power to assist him. Generals Rosecrans and Buruside must so occupy 
the enemy as to remove any danger of an attack on you. General Pope 
has been directed to send a part of his command to Helena. If neces- 
sary, you can stop them in Tennessee. I have no other available forces 


to send him. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., September 5, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans. : 


Delegate from Colorado Territory represents that a Colorado regi- 
ment can very well be spared to re-enforce General Connor in Utah. 
If so, it should be sent immediately. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., September 5, 1863. 
Major-General PopPE, Milwaukee, Wis.: 


Any troops you can possibly spare should be sent to Helena, to re- 
enforce General Steele. You are authorized to re-enlist the 500 
mounted men as you propose. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Saint Louis, Mo., September 5, 1863—5 p. m. 
Major-General HALLECK, Washington: 


The following telegram, received from Major-General Hurlbut, is sent . 
you at his request: 

MeEmpuis, TENN., September 3, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Have heard from Steele. Iowa cavalry drove the enemy across Bayou Meto, where 
they are fortifying. Reports as to strength vary. Kirby Smith is reported to have 
said, ‘I will defend Texas at Little Rock.” I will again state as my opinion that 
Steele should have 5,000 infantry at once. The Arkansas has not risen, and we must 
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rely on the White River. I have not the troops to send. Send this to General Hal- 


leck. If you can reach Blunt, inform him that Cooper and Cabell are concentrating on 
Little Rock. 


8. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 
General Schofield being still absent in Kansas, I forward this. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


F Sarnt Lours, Mo., September 5, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief : 
The following telegram is sent you for your information: 


HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
Devall’s Bluff, Ark., August 31, via Memphis, September 3, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


The rebel troops, including Marmaduke, are positively west of Bayou Meto. They 
are fortifying themselves this side of Little Rock, General Price in command, who in- 
tends to hold us in check until Kirby Smith collects his forces at Little Rock. I 
advance to-day. 


FRED’K STEELE. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., September 5, 1863. 
Major-General Popx, Milwaukee, Wis. : 


GENERAL: Your letter of August 29is received. Ihave telegraphed 
you authority to remuster the Minnesota cavalry. The Secretary of 
War is absent, and I cannot reply to your request that you be author- 
ized to designate the battalion officers. I donot, however, see how such 
authority can be given. The law gives the appointment of such officers 
to the Governors of States. The President can appoint only when the 
Governor refuses to act. 

General Hurlbut is asking for re-enforcements for General Steele in 
Arkansas. Itis very desirable that all the troops you can spare be sent 
down the Mississippi River as early as possible. If the rebels can be 
driven out of Arkansas, the guerrillas in Missouri will be comparatively 
quiet. They are always expecting that Price will come to their assist- 
ance, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
| General-in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 6, 1863—3 p. m. 
(Received September 10.) 


Major-General HurLBUT, Memphis, Tenn. : 


Communicate with General Grant, or commanding officer at Vicks- 
burg, for re-enforcements to Steele, if they are necessary. If all Kirby 
Smith’s forces have moved to Little Rock, so many troops are not re- 
quired on the Mississippi River. Rosecrans and Burnside will occupy 
all of Bragg’s forces. Steele’s expedition must not be permitted to fail. 
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Its success is of the greatest possible importance. Communicate this 
to General Grant, and in the mean time assist General Steele all you 


ibly can.* . 
aie H, W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 6, 1863—3 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. James TorrEn, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
General Steele must have every possible assistance from Missouri. 
General Pope will send south several regiments as soon as he can get 
them in from the Indian country. They can be stopped in Missouri, 
if necessary. In the mean time Steele should have all the troops that 


can possibly be spared. 
: H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., September 6, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM WEER, 
Tenth Kansas Volunteers, Kansas City, Mo.: 


CoLONEL: You will proceed at once to Coldwater Grove, and take 
steps to prevent the threatened invasion of Missouri by Kansas men 
not in the service of the United States; and, in case of such invasion, 
you will expel the invaders. You will see that the line is thoroughly 
patrolled, to prevent such movement from Little Santa Fé to the south- 
ern boundary of this district. 

Under Orders, No. 92, Department of the Missouri, the organized 
militia of Kansas, which has been placed under my command, may enter 
Missouri if ordered by me to do so. There are two companies of that 
character now on the line; one at Rockville and one at Potosi. These 
companies may enter Missouri, if you see fit to order the movement. 

You may assure the people of Southern Kansas that, with the addi- 
tional troops sent me by the major-general commanding the depart- 
ment, and with the militia companies. he has authorized me to accept 
when organized, I can guarantee them greater security from invasion 
than they have enjoyed since the war began; and that, to give them 
greater security, 1 am clearing out of the border counties those rebel 
families which have for years, by their close proximity to Kansas, been 
_ @ constant menace to its loyal people. You will urge them to remain 
obedient to the Government, and not embarrass it with ill-directed and 
irregular efforts at retaliation, which the military authorities will at all 
hazards prevent and repress. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS EWING, Jr., 
Brigadier-Generat. 


HEADQUARTERS HIGHTEENTH IOWA INFANTRY, 
Springfield, Mo., September 7, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN MoNEIL, 
Commanding District of Southwestern Missouri : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, in accerdanee with per- 
mission from district headquarters, a recruiting party of 14 men, under 
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* See Hurlbut to Grant, September 10, p, 522.._ 
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charge of Corporal [A. W.] Heaton, was sent from this regiment August 
22,1863, to Bolivar, Mo. Two of the party returned this evening, and 
report that 4 of them went to Quincy and were there attacked by a party 
of 20 guerrillas. They called on the citizens for assistance, which was 
refused. A captain of the militia was present, and asked the captain of 
the guerrillas if he would interfere with the citizens, and was told they 
would not. He then told the citizens not to interfere with them. My 
men were taken prisoners, and two of them shot just outside of town; 
the other two were taken away with them. My men took possession of 
a building, and fought till their ammunition was expended, killing the 
captain of the band, which is reported certain, and whether any other 
is unknown. A stage driver, whose name is not exactly ascertained, 
but is said to be something like Rembert, was captured, but afterward 
released. He was at Bolivar when my party left. 

If consistent with the good of the service and your plans, I would 
like very much to send a mounted party from this regiment to Quincy, 
to act under your orders in the. premises, and especially tq find some- 
thing about the missing men. 

Iam, general, with respect, your obedient servant, 
HUGH J. CAMPBELL, 
Major, Commanding Lighteenth Iowa Volunteers. 


: Kansas Orry, Mo., September 7, 1863. 
Capt. J. G. REES, Independence, Mo.: 
Quantrill is reported in the Hedgepath settlement, 6 miles east of 
Independence, with 250 men. Report considered reliable. 
P. B. PLUMB, 
Major and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, September 7, 1863. 
Col. T. J. HAINES, 
Chief Commissary of Subsistence, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

CoLONEL: In reply to your telegram and letter, as to supplies for 
Major-General Steele’s force, I would state that, under present orders, 
that command is in an anomalous condition. Davidson’s column be- 
longs to the Department of the Missouri; Steele’s is wholly taken from 
my corps, and both are now operating within the limits of the Depart- 
ment of the Missouri, and are subject to the orders of Major-General 
Schofield. Thus the supplies should properly be furnished under super- 
vision and control of his officers, and hence I request they might be 
furnished direct from Saint Louis. It was also to avoid handling by 
‘ transshipment. By making Memphis a main depot and. Helena an, 
entrepot for these troops, I have no doubt in the present stage of water 
much delay will be avoided. I have, therefore, directed Lieutenant- 
Colonel [Charles D.] Hinsdill to make his arrangements so as to supply 
this expeditionary force from Memphis and Helena. The force may be 
practically estimated at 15,000; this will give sufficient margin. The 
subsistence supplies to Memphis should be increased in estimate about 
the same amount. 

T have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
8. A. HURLBUT, 
i Major-General, 
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[Indorsement. ] 


OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
’ September 9, 1863. 

Respectfully furnished Major-General Schofield, for his information 
and action. 

In my opinion, subsistence supplies can be furnished General Steele’s 
command from Memphis or Helena to better advantage than direct from 
Saint Louis. I have plenty at Helena to supply him, and will keep an 
ample supply there if the general commanding so directs. 

T. J. HAINES, 
Colonel and Chief Commissary. . 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 8, 1863. 
Major-Genéral PopE, Milwaukee, Wis. : 
- It has been found necessary to re-enforce General Steele immediately 
with troops from Missouri. You will, therefore, send to Saint Louis 
without delay all the regiments you can spare, to report to General 
Schofield, to temporarily replace those which he sends south. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


s 
MEMPHIS, TENN., 
September 8, 1863—12 midnight. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

I informed Steele ten days ago that I would send him another brigade © 
of infantry, if he called for it. This brigade will be taken from Mem- 
phis. General Stephen D. Lee has taken command of North and Cen- 
tral Mississippi. Pillow is at Columbus, organizing conscripts ; [S. W. 
Ferguson, with about 4,000 men and ten pieces of artillery, at Okolona ; 
advance at Baldwin. Northern Arkansas is quiet. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, 
Jefferson City, Mo., September 8, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 
GENERAL: Having learned that the notorious Captain Rucker, asso- 
ciate of Jackman, had left the steamer Oglesby last evening about 5° 
miles above Saint Aubert’s, and, in company with 5 other men, landed on 
a sand-bar, with appliances for fishing, as a cloak to other movements, 
T sent 50 men from here by train, with orders to mass squads of 5 men 
at different points, and to cross the river to Saint Aubert’s with 20 men. 
They found Rucker at Saint Aubert’s, and, on his attempting to get into 
the brush, he was shot.and severely wounded. He was left in the hands 
of a doctor. 
I am, truly, yours, 
i. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
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SPRINGFIELD, Mo., September 8, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

I just hear from Captain Gilstrap, in command of the troops at Cass- 
ville, that Captain Gardner, of the Second Kansas Cavalry, with orders 
to Colonel Cloud to fall back on Fayetteville and send Catherwood and 
the militia to this post, was captured near Mud Town, having 1 man 
killed and 23 taken prisoners. They were all paroled, and are at Cass- 
ville. I sent Colonel Harrison, with a battalion of his regiment and a 
section of the First Arkansas Battery, yesterday to Fayetteville. I hope 
to set things right there. These things are all the fruit of Colonel Cloud’s 
desertion from this district, in violation of orders. Will you send orders 
to the First Arkansas Infantry and the battalions of the Sixth and 
Highth Cavalry, under Catherwood, to march to this post with all possi- 
ble haste? The Second Kansas, with Cloud, anybody may have. Ishall 
only have continuous trouble with them. If you want them put through, 
send them back, and the job shall be attended to. Lots of guerrillas in 
the northern part of district, and in the south of Central District, where 
General Brown seems to have no troops. The Sedalia mail has been 
lately attacked, and 4 men of the Highteenth Iowa, on recruiting service, 
‘were taken on Friday last, 2 of whom were killed. I hope a more effi- 
cient officer than Colonel Phelps will be sent to Warren, with positive 
instructions to attend to things in that direction. He seldom hunted 
guerrillas while in this district, and I don’t believe he will do better 
where he is. 

JOHN McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., September 8, 1863. 
Colonel CLouD, Commanding Arkansas Expedition: 


CoLONEL: I just learn that Captain Gardner, of your regiment, with 
orders for you to march back to Fayetteville, was captured at Mud 
Town, and, with 23 men, is now a paroled prisoner. — 

Since you passed down, a train has been attacked on the same road, 
and several men killed and wounded. ‘Thus you see that by exceeding 
your first erders and absolutely violating your last, you have left a dis- 
trict where there was plenty of business to go to one where you had no 
business at all. 

You will get duplicate copies of your orders, the originals of which I 
suppose were captured with Captain Gardner. Upon receipt of this, 
you will move back to Fayetteville, where you will turn over the com- 
mand to Colonel Harrison, and report in person at this post. 

The battalions of the Sixth and Highth Missouri State Militia Cavalry 
will be moved as rapidly as possible to this post. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
[JOHN MoNEIL,| 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., September 8, 1863. 
Col. M. LA Ruz HARRISON, 
Commanding First Arkansas Cavalry, in the Field : 
COLONEL: I last night sent you orders to change your course to 
Cassville. You, will reach there by rapid marches, and, when there, you 
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will move a sufficient force in the direction of Fayetteville to drive 
Hunter from the road, and, if possible, capture him. One squadron 
will be detailed as guard to the telegraph train from Cassville in con- 
structing the line to Fayetteville. It will leave here to-morrow under 
a light guard; from there a strong guard will be required. So soon as 
you have occupied Fayetteville, you will proceed vigorously to pursue, 
capture, and destroy all such bands as that of Hunter. Your officers 
and men, from their knowledge of the country and the zeal inspired by 
their strong interest in restoring peace to Arkansas, are peculiarly fitted 
for this service, and I confidently expect them to make a record of honor 
to themselves and of usefulness to their State and country. Particular 
attention is called to General Orders, No. 30, series of these headquar- 
ters, and it is hoped that your subordinates will regard its provisions. 
Posts and highways are not the places to find bushwhackers. The by- 
ways and mountain paths your men know so well are the real tracks 
to glory and honor. Night marches, sudden attacks, ambuscades, and 
untiring pursuit are the only cure for bushwhackers and guerrillaism. 
I expect the early return to the post of Fayetteville of the First Arkan- 
sas Infantry, and have no doubt that these two regiments and the others 
now forming will be able to expel the enemy from Northwestern Ar- . 
kansas. 

Your attention is particularly called to the extension of the telegraph 
line, and you will give every facility to Mr. Paxson, the agent of con- 
struction, for its rapid extension. In exchange of prisoners, when your 
officers or men shall fail into the hands of the rebel forces, you will be 
strictly guided by General Orders, No. 142, from the War Department, 
series of 1862, and No. 207, of 1863. 

Wishing success in your campaign, I have the honor to be, your obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHN McNEIL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


LEXINGTON, September 8, 1863. 
General EWING: 

No sign of Quantrill yet. I advised Colonel Neill not to break up 
camp yet, as we were able to take care of Lexington. I will try and 
find out to-day if Quantrill is anywhere in the country. There isa 
report here that Quantrill crossed the river last night. No truth in the 
report, I think. If he is on the river, we can corner and capture him 
by letting him have a day or two to settle. 

. B. F. LAZEAR, 
Lieutenant-Colonet. 


Mrmpuis, TENN., September 9, 1863—11.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

I have just heard from General Steele, date September 2. He was 
then at Brownsville; had pushed a party to Austin, 15 miles from Little 
Rock. He will either turn the works at Bayou Meto, on the north and 
west, or move rapidly across to Pine Bluff, on the Arkansas, crossing 
the river, and advancing on Little Rock from the south side, which is 
wholly undefended. In the latter case his base of supplies will be Na- 
poleon, with a good road, plenty of water, and through a rich country. 
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I approve the movement from Napoleon, and have written General 
Grant, recommending that a division be sent from below to Napoleon 
to co-operate with Steele. This movement will open the cotton-growing 
plantation country, and therefore the disloyal part of Arkansas, hitherto 
unpunished in this war. The enemy will unquestionably abandon Little 
Rock and break for Texas, and with Davidson’s cavalry will be broken 
up. The railroad from Devall’s Bluff to Little Rock is in working order, 
and I am now sending two engines around, to be used after taking 
Little Rock, and until the Arkansas rises that command can be supplied 
by White River and the railroad. I duplicate this to Major-General 
Schofield. 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., September 9, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, ‘ 
Commanding Arkansas Expedition, Brownsville, Ark.: 

GENERAL: I have just received your letter of the 2d, from Browns- - 
ville. I regret that Colonel True suffered himself to be separated from 
his ammunition and provisions by train. Send all inecumbrances by 
water. Ivery thoroughly agree with you in considering true strategy 
to fiank their works and establish a new base upon the Mississippi. I 
apprehend, however, that this will not at present meet the views of 
Generals Halleck and Schofield; the latter especially seems to have a 
constant and very lively sense of apprehension as to the State of Mis- 
souri. Heretofore there has been some color for this, but now that the 
enemy has been forced to concentrate on Little Rock by your advance 
on the one side and Blunt’s on the other, there seems no peril to Mis- 
souri. In fact, a movement on the south side of Arkansas, avoiding 
their works and threatening their rear, and thus their communications, 
will draw them rapidly still farther south, and probably lead to their 
retirement into Texas. In addition to this, there is a strong expedition 
now on foot for Texas, and I consider it of grave importance to cut off 
this force, or force it down, broken and demoralized. A victory sharply 
followed up at or near Little Rock will clear Arkansas, send ail the 
Missouri Confederate force out of the war, and disband: any resist- 
ance to our arms north of Red River. The plan of the fall and winter 
campaign, then, will involve the occupation of Texas and the Rio 
Grande. 

I now have two engines and ten cars, seized on the Little Rock Rail- 
road, which I shall send you in afew days. The gauge is 5 feet 6 inches, 
which is 6 inches larger than ours, and corresponds with the Missouri 
gauge. I shall order twenty cars down from Saint Louis. In the mean 
while I hope your force will gather health, and, even if you do not move 
at once or for some time, you paralyze and alarm theenemy. I fear that 
Napoleon and the country above is very. sickly at this season, and this 
seems the only difficulty in the way. 

I have sent a copy of your letter to General Grant, and proposed to 
him to send Stevenson’s division, now just returned from Monroe, to 
occupy Napoleon, and move up, joining you at Pine Bluff or such other 

point as you may indicate. If you require more infantry, you will let 
me know, and send round the boats forthem. I cannot very well spare 
them, but will do. it, and trust to such troops as may be sent me from 
above. 
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I send this by Major [Daniel J.] Benner, of my staff, to insure a quick 
return. Give him your views in full. 

If you can turn Bayou Meto to the north and west, perhaps it is best _ 
to try it, as you already have a base on White River, and the Arkansas 
is unnavigable. 

Yours, truly, Wiis 
Ss. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
September 9, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JoHn A. RAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


GENERAL: I send a copy* of General Steele’s last communication. 
You will perceive he recommends change of base to the Mississippi at 
Napoleon. If this meets the views of the major. general commanding, 
T would respectfully recommend that the division just returned from 
Monroe be ordered up to Napoleon, to communicate with Steele, mov- 
ing either on.?ine Bluff or such other point as he may direct. 

Your obedient servant, 
Ss. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


x 


LEAVENWORTH, Kans., September 9, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun M. SCHOFIELD, 3 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


Sir: Great alarm exists in the city of Leavenworth for the safety of 
the lives and property of the town. Therefore we respectfully, but 
earnestly, ask that you cause to be stationed at or near the city of Leav- 
enworth, six companies of cavalry and infantry, to guard against the 
attack of Quantrill or his band, and thereby restore confidence again 
in this community and in the department, to give that protection that 
the citizens of the city have a right to expect. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: THOMAS CARNEY, 
Governor of Kansas. 
D. R. ANTHONY, 
Mayor. 


[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., September 12, 1863. 


Respectfully referred to General Ewing. Though there seems no 
military necessity for troops at Leavenworth City, 1 think it would be 
wise to station a small force there for the purpose of restoring confi- 
dence to the people. 


J. M. SCHOFIELD, | 
Major-General. 


* See letter of September 2, p. 506. 
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JEFFERSON Crry, Mo., September 9, 1863. 
Col. C. W. Marsu, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


The notorious Manner Rucker was mortally wounded by troops sent 
from this post at Saint Aubert’s, Callaway County, yesterday morning, 
_and Captain Rafter was killed at Quincy, Hickory County, on the 5th. 
Those two, with their bands, have been a terror to the country. 
EK. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Hickman Mills, Mo., September 9, 1863, 
Brigadier-General EWIne, 
Commanding District of the Border : 

GENERAL: I received a report from Major Thacher, at 8 o’clock last 
evening, stating that Quantrill was 80 miles east of Independence. Be- 
lieving that this station is in the best position to check any raid which 
may be made toward Kansas, I respectfully ask you, if possible, to send 
me another companyimmediately. Captain Rouell’s men are constantly 
in. the saddle, and with another such squadron of cavalry I believe that 
I can keep this section clear of guerrillas. A man was robbed near 
Pleasant Hill yesterday, and on Friday night last four of these cut- 
throats came within 2 miles of this post. I have sent a scout to the place 
where Quantrill was said to be last. night, and another to the Little 
Blue. If possible, I should like to see a company here this evening. 


Very respectfully, yours, 
J. EK. HAYES, 
Tieut. Col. Twelfth Kansas Volunteers, Comdg. Station. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., September 10, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 

GENERAL: Your telegram of the 3d instant, requesting that Senator 
Lane-be written to by the President, was sent to the latter, but he de-' 
clined writing to’ the former unless he should appeal to him against 
your orders that no invasion of Missouri should be made by the people 
of Kansas. The President fully approves your determination to pre- 
vent any such invasion. It could only lead,to bloodshed and retalia- 
tion. Atthe same time active measures must be taken to break up and 
destroy Quantrill’s band of robbers and murderers. Cannot the three 
regiments which General Pope is sending to you be employed advan- 
tageously for that purpose? I am of opinion that all Missouri and 
Kansas troops should be removed from that border, and troops from 
other States be put in their places. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


, 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., September 10, 1868. 
Major-General. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis : 
A scout through Reynolds, Shannon, and Oregon Counties returns 
with several prisoners, horses, and arms. our guerrillas were killed 
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near the State line. Among the prisoners is a Captain Simpson, of the 
Confederate Army, in whose possession were official documents issued 
by General Kirby Smith and Gov. Thomas C. Reynolds to Col. Waldo 
P. Johnson, authorizing the latter to recruit Confederate regiments and 
impress horses and other property in Missouri. I hope to get Johnson. 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., September 10, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Comdg. Department of the Tennessee, Vicksburg, Miss. : 


GENERAL: I inclose with this a telegram from Major-General Hal- 
leck.* 

Steele has not called for any more men, though I hold a brigade (Ful- 
ler’s Ohio) in readiness to move when he does so. . I refer to my letter 
of yesterday as to Steele’s plans. 

There seems no doubt but that Johnston’s forces have mainly gone to 
the Chattanooga line. I still think that there will be an abandonment 
of Arkansas, and the collection of as many men as they can take south 
in Texas and Northwestern Louisiana. 

The mere march of troops from Napoleon, on the south side of the 
Arkansas River, will be a great lever of power over that region, which 
has been intensely secesh and is the wealthiest portion of the State. 

I shall expect to hear from you soon, as my position is exceedingly 
embarrassing in relation to other Arkansas expeditions. Schofield does 
not give any orders, and General Halleck telegraphs me as if I were 
responsible. I do nothing but advise Steele, and leave him to his own 
devices, which, after all, I fancy, is the best way.’ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. A. HURLBOUT, 
Major- General. 


UNITED STATES GUNBOAT HASTINGS, 
Deval’s Bluff, September 10, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, U. S. Army, 
Commanding United States Porces before Little Rock, Ark.: 


GENERAL: I have come up the river with additional gunboats, to as- 
sist in your movements. Irom the information I can gather here, I am 
not likely to have the pleasure of seeing you, unless I go over to Little 
Rock to congratulate, you on your success and triumphs. 

This river is falling, and there is not over 5 feet of water on some 
of the bars. If this is to be your base of supplies, the low water 
coming requires your prompt attention, as at 3 feet, the low-water stage, 
steamers could bring up very little freight indeed, while we have but 
one or two gunboats of sufficiently light draught to act as convoy. It 
is probabie that all the gunboats, except two, will be obliged to leave 
this river within two weeks’ time. 

If I could have obtained conveyance, I would have gone over to your 
camp to-day. Horseback riding for such a distance is rather tuo much 


* Of September 6. See p. 513. 
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for the uninitiated. We will make an effort to get up to Jacksonport, 
leaving here in the morning. I shall be glad to be of service to you in | 
every way possible. ‘ 
fam, general, respectfully, most truly, yours, 
8S. L. PHELPS, 
Commanding Siath and Seventh Divisions, Mississippi Squadron. 


GENERAL ORDERS, \ HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
No. 22. Initle Rock, September 10, 1863. 


I. The rebels, under command of Sterling Price, having been driven 
from the town of Little Rock, and it having been duly surrendered by 
the civil authorities to the Federal forces, Brigadier-General Davidson 
is hereby invested with the command of the town and its vicinity, which 
shall be occupied by the troops. . 

II. Upon assuming the command, General Davidson will immediately 
organize such police and provost guard as may be suflicient to insure 
the good conduct of the troops and proper police of the city, instituting 
therefor such rules and regulations as shall be needful for good govern- 
ment of and protection to the city and its inhabitants.; and for this pur- 
pose he will, on application to these headquarters, have such details of 
infantry as may be by him deemed necessary. 

Ill. Capt. S. S. McNaughten, provost-marshal, will report to Briga- 
dier-General Davidson for duty. 

[F. H. MANTER, | 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Abstract from consolidated tri-monthly report of the Army of Arkansas, Maj. Gen. Pred- 
erick Steele commanding, for September 10, 1863; headquarters Little Rock, Ark, 
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Sarmnt Louis, Mo., September 11, 1863. 
Maj. Gen, H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief : 

General Ewing’s order has been modified so as to prevent destruction 
of property, and to permit the loyal people to return to their homes as 
soon as they can do so in safety. The order so modified is approved by 
me. I will make a full report soon. 

‘J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., September 11, 1863. 


Col. WILLIAM WEER, 
Tenth Kansas Volunteers, Pleasant Hill, Mo. : 


COLONEL: Inclosed is a dispatch from General Brown. I have advices 
from Lexington that the bushwhackers are not on Sni, and also from 
Independence to the same effect. I think you are going in the wrong 
direction to find them, and had better have gone more southward and 
toward Grand River. The troops are all now huddled in the upper part 
of the district. I wish you to send the troops which were taken from 
Cold. Water and Trading Post south toward Grand River, so as to cover 
that part of the line, whichis now badly uncovered. I think vour force 
will be more effective for being reduced somewhat, anyhow. I want to 
see you as soon as you can come in, to arrange disposition of troops 
along and near the border. I fear a strike in southern part of the dis- 
trict, say Ossawatomie. The stillness is like that which preceded the 
Lawrence raid. 

The whisky will go out as soon as opportunity offers. I donot know 
when the escort is to be got exactly. About all the troops are in th 
neck of woods you have gone to. 

Very truly, yours, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


P.S.—I have pretty authentic information that Quantrill is collecting 
his forces down on Big Creek, near its mouth, with the purpose of in- 
* vading Kansas and then going south. You will, therefore, send at least 
one-half your force down toward Trading Post, and have a thorough 
patrol] kept up south of the Osage to Little Osage. Some one should be 
on the border in command. The rations go out to-day. Major Plumb 
has gone to Chapel Hill with one company of the Eleventh Kansas, 
There have already been there two companies of the Eleventh Missouri, 


[Inclosure. ] 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., 
September 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWING: 

Scouting parties report the eastern portion of your district as being 
still as death. ' No bushwhackers heard from for several days, nor any 
parties in any portion of my district. They have mysteriously disap- 
peared. 

E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General. 


KANSAS Crry, Mo., September 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General BRown, 
District of Central Missouri, Jefferson City: 

Quantrill’s forces are nearly.all out of this district, and I suppose 
they are assembling in Saline or Pettis. Please keep me advised as to 
reports from your scouting parties there. 

THOMAS EWING, JrR., 
Brigadier-Generat. 
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PLEASANT HILL, September 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWw1na, 
Commanding District of the Border: 


Sir: Larrived here last evening. Our forces ready for the field num- 
ber some 350. With these we propose to scour the Sni country, and 
should information fix Quantrill’s locality or that of his band anywhere 
else, we will probably go there. As this force will remain some few 
days in this neighborhood, allow me to request that subsistence stores 
be sent here forthwith, say some five thousand rations. One of the 
infantry companies at Kansas City could escort the train. I think, in 
view of the disturbed state of public feeling in regard to Quantrill, it 
would be well to have the Associated Press informed that I am in pur- 
suit of Quantrill and his gang, but that, being scattered into small par- 
ties, hiding in the brush, they are difficult [to find]. This ought to stop 
the continued gabble on the subject. I really can form no adequate idea 
as to our success. From all I can hear, we will have to scour the brush, 
and, probably, then only succeed in capturing small squads. I can 
form a better idea after reaching the Sni. We will, probably, be there 
to-day, unless something interesting is found this side of there. 

Communications to me had better be addressed here. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WEER, 
Colonel, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Smith, Ark., September 11, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the entire Indian Terri- 
tory and Western Arkansas are in my possession and under my control, 
and the country is now open to the settlement of the Kansas Indians. 

The most obnoxious rebels (citizens) have abandoned their homes here 
and gone to Texas. Those that remain express great satisfaction at the 
occupation of the country by Federal troops. Union men who had been 
driven to the mountains to save their lives are coming in daily by scores 
and enlisting in the various regiments. In my opinion, Western Arkan- 
sas can be easily reclaimed. Forage exists in abundance, except hay. 
This will enable me to improve my stock, which is greatly reduced by 
hard service and no grain. ; 

I wish to call your attention to the matter of supplies. I will not be 
able to get more than one train from Fort Scott, besides the one now on 
its way down. After the grass is killed by frost, there will be no forage 
. on the entire route from Fort Scott to Fort Blunt. I shall direct the 
next train to bring down nothing but small rations, and depend upon 
the country for bread. My information from below is that our forces 
have possession of Little Rock. This opens the Arkansas River, and I 
would respectfally urge that arrangements be made to ship supplies to 
this place by water as soon as the Arkansas is navigable. If it is not 
practicable to convoy transports with a light-draught gunboat, in my 
- opinion a guard of 25 to 50 infantry, with one or two howitzers, would 
insure the safety of any boat this side of Little Rock, I believe it as —— 
as the Missouri River (sic). Please inform me at as early a day as pos- 
sible what can be done in this matter. JI would also suggest the pro- 
priety of constructing the telegraph from Cassville to this place; all it 
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needs is to put up the wires; the poles are all standing. This will incur 
but little expense, and will place me in direct communication with Saint 
Louis and Fort Scott. It will be a difficult matter to communicate by 
express after the grass is killed by frost. I would also recommend the 
sending of Colonel Harrison’s regiment (First Arkansas Cavalry) to oc- 
cupy Northwestern Arkansas, with headquarters at Fayetteville. They 
understand, the country thoroughly, and would be of great service in 
ridding that part of the country of guerfillas, of which there are numer- 
pus bands in that locality. They could also protect the telegraph line, 
if it should be reconstructed. Colonel Catherwood left here yesterday 
morning with the Sixth and Eighth Missouri State Militia, with orders 
to proceed to Cassville and report to Brigadier-General McNeil. 

You will please give me instructions in regard to the Third Missouri 
Wisconsin] Cavalry. At the time they were ordered to concentrate at 

ort Scott, it was impossible to comply with the order, as I was almost 
entirely destitute of cavalry, having no others for escorting the train to 
Fort Blunt, except that regiment, and consequently was compelled to 
use them. If there is to be no movement into Texas from this point, 
and Iam only to hold Western Arkansas and the Indian Territories, 
the regiment can now be spared, as it can soon be replaced by the Four- 
teenth Kansas. If the regiment is left in my command, I would respect- 
fully suggest that Colonel Barstow and Lieutenant-Colonel White be 
riven a leave of absence until after the termination of the war. They 
are entirely worthless as officers, and their presence with the command 
will be detrimental to the interest of the service. The former has never 
been with the regiment since it has been in this department (over one 
year and a- half). . 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT. 


CASSVILLE, Mo., September 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General McNEIL, Springfield, Mo. : 


My forage train is out, and I cannot consistently move before to-mor- 
row night, as I have many horses to shoe and other work to do to get 
this commandinshape. With your approval, I shall leave my train and 
the telegraph train here, take all my available force, and strike the 
enemy on-both flanks as rapidly as possible; then return by the Tele- 
graph road in a few days as far as Bentonville or Elkhorn, send for 
telegraph corps, wait until they come up, building the line, scouring the 
country as we go,and occupy Fayetteville at the same time with the 
telegraph; but'I do think that a preliminary scout on both sides of the 
main route is indispensable to the security of our line of communication. 
Do you approve ? 

ae M. LA RUE HARRISON, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


STURGEON, Mo., September 11, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

I came down to see what the trouble on this road amounted to. From 
what I gathered, it was the noted robber Hunter, with about 20 men, 
who fired on the train just above this place. Their purpose must have 
been to rob the train, but it seems from some cause they abandoned it. 


The same party robbed two stores at Renick last night, Jl have ordered _ 
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a scout in after them. Iam satisfied no further trouble is here to be 
apprehended just now from this band on the road, as they are loaded 
with plunder and gone southwest. 
O. GUITAR, 
Brigadier- General. 


SAmnT Lovis, Mo., September 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLecr, 
General-in-Chief : ns 
Colonel Cloud routed the enemy near Fort Smith on the 1st instant, 
and now holds that place. Western Arkansas and the Indian country 
are now in our possession. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., September 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
: General-in- Chief : 

The advance of my troops into Arkansas has greatly increased the 
territory to be occupied, while my forces have been greatly diminished 
by sending troops to the front. I need more cavalry very much, and 
respectfully request anthority to raise volunteer cavalry in Missouri. 

’ J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Macon, Mo., September 12, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: . 

The storm last night blew down the wires on all the lines, leaving me 
without intelligence from any direction this morning. There were some 
apprehensions that a raid would be made on Callao. Last night I sent 
a squad of men up, but have heard nothing this morning. The trouble 
upon the roads will amount to nothing serious, though our radical friends 
will make the most of it; they were in high glee when the intelligence 
reached here that a train had been fired into; they expressed great re- 
gret that you were not upon it. They have also been heard to express 
the hope that the rebels will destroy both roads. If you should hear 
of some of these gents being in a dungeon for the use of such express- 
ions, you need not be surprised. ee 
O. GUITAR, 

Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS. DISTRICT OF COLORADO, 
Denver, Colo., September 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram, 
dated Kansas City, Mo., September 7, and referring to the “‘ representa- 

tion that a regiment could now be spared from my district, and that it 
is needed in Utah.” I answered by telegraph yesterday morning, and 
now reply more at length. 
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There is no point in the district that, in my judgment, would be safe 
with aless number of troops than now stationed at it, except at Camp 
Weld, near this city: There is now stationed at this place Companies 
A, G, and I, First Colorado Cavalry; one section of First Colorado Bat- 
tery, or Captain McLain’s company Colorado: Volunteers (true relation 
hardly known), and half of Company G, Third Colorado Volunteers. , I 
have kept more troops here than was demanded for immediate protec- 
tion, first, because it is central, and I could from time to time, as neces- 
sity seemed to require, re-enforce the places that were threatened; second, 
because I have had to do a great deal of escort duty from this place, by 
direction of the War Department and Department of the Missouri, and 
under the circumstances I think this has all been necessary. 

The Overland Stage Company has applied to me for additional pro- 
tection between where their line enters the mountains and Fort Bridger, 
a distance of between 300 and 400 miles. On this route Fort Halleck is 
located, where Company B, Ninth Kansas Cavalry, has been stationed, 
but it is now relieved and ordered to Leavenworth, Kans. 

I have directed Lieutenant-Colonel Collins, at your suggestion, to 
divide his command between the Overland Stage Line and the line of 
the Pacific Telegraph Company, which would afford them each ample 
protection, but no more than ample, in my opinion. 

Ihave had to send another company to Fort Lyon, in consequence of 
the threatening attitude of the Kiowa and Comanche Indians, below 
that post on the Arkansas River, the Santa Fé route. 

The civil officers of Conejos and Costilla Counties have all resigned, 
and there is only the United States commissioner and deputy United 
States marshal to carry on the affairs of Government there. 

The commissioner has urged me to proclaim martial law in those coun- 
ties, but, deeming this not best, I have assured him that he should have 
all needful protection and aid in the enforcement of the laws of the 
United States, and have instructed Lieut. Co]. S. F. Tappan, command- 
ing at Fort Garland, accordingly. 

The Indians who committed the theft and robbery in the neighbor- 
hoods of Laramie and Halleck are now in camp at the Conejos agency, 
50 miles from Fort Garland. I have thought it best not to irritate them, 
as they are the same who were represented at Washington last winter, 
and Governor Evans and Dr. Steck (Superintendents, respectively, of 
Indian Affairs in Colorado and New Mexico), and Indian Agents White- 
ley and Head are to have a council and make a treaty with them on the 
Ist of October next; but if they refuse to indemnify the stage company 
and Mr. Richard, then, of course, we shall try to make them; otherwise 
they will steal and rob the country over, and so interfere with the stage 
company’s stock that they could not run, and the mails would cease. 

Whoever represented that a regiment could be spared from this 
district could not have known whereot he represented, or did not care 
about the safety of Colorado; perhaps wanted the job of transporting 
the troops to Utah. 

Colorado, in my judgment, is not of second importance to any State 
or Territory to the General Government. If protected and kept quiet, 
she will yield twenty millions of gold this year, and double yearly for 
wears to come, and, in view of the national debt, I think this important, 
very! 

I hope the major-general commanding will not think that I have any 
sinister design in keeping troops here that ought to be elsewhere. Ifa 
special inspector (an officer on the commanding general’s staff) could 
be sent out here (one who would agree to endure the fatigue of travel 
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and privation of fare) to travel over this district, and see its wants and 
importance, I should be very glad to have him represent to the com- 
manding general the state of things in this district. Light makes 
manifest. 
I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
J. M. CHIVINGTON, 
Colonel First Colorado Cavalry, Comdg. District of Colorado. 


GENERAL ORDERS, \ HpqQrs. DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST, 
No. 36. Milwaukee, Wis., September 12, 1863. 

Hereafter no prisoners will be received into military custody from 
officers of the provost-marshal’s department without a written statement 
of the offense with which the prisoner stands charged, with full particu- 
lars, such as can be presented in charges and specifications for his trial 
by court-martial. The commanding officer of any post or camp within 
this department receiving such prisoners, will forward to these head- 
quarters a copy of such written statement, and also a written presenta- 
tion of any grounds of defense offered by the party arrested, so that the 
matter can be examined into by the military authorities of ‘the depart- 
ment. 

Several cases of improper arrest by provost-marshals, involving much 
hardship and wrong, have already come to the notice of the military 
. authorities. To prevent the recurrence of such injustice, the examina- 
tion herein ordered will be carefully and completely made by every 
military commander to whom it is sought to turn over prisoners so 
arrested. 

By command of Major-General Pope: 

J. F. MELINE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MrEmMpuHis, TENN., September 13, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: ; 

A considerable force of guerrillas, well mounted and armed, under 
Colonel Clark, with five pieces of artillery, are 10 miles back of Daniels’ 
Point, which is 12 miles above Osceola. The river is full of bars, and 
the boats are compelled to run under the Arkansas shore. Another 
force is reported coming in at Hickman’s Bend. They should be dis- 
lodged at once. ‘This “is reliable, having come from a man who was 
their prisoner and saw the artillery force from Columbus. Will wait 
your orders, if you cannot shove it. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


eco eR TeYS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, September 13, 1863. 
Messrs. EMERY, LYKINS, and LADD, 
Committee, &e. : 

GENTLEMEN: In reply to your communication, presented to me by one 
of your number, on behalf of the people of Lawrence, asking for such 
force to be stationed among you as will give security to life ‘and prop- 
erty and restore confidence to the people, I will inform you what steps 
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have been taken to thatend. Since the Lawrence massacre I have sent 
nearly two regiments of good troops into General Ewing’s district. The 
Governor of Kansas has been authorized to raise an additional regi- 
ment of cavalry for home service, which, Iam informed, is rapidly filling 
up, and I have supplied the State with all the arms that can be used by 
the militia of the State. A proper use of the means thus placed at the 
* disposal of General Ewing and Governor Carney, will make Kansas far 
more secure than any other portion of this department. 

I would gladly station in Kansas sufficient troops to give entire se- 
curity and confidence without the aid of the State militia, were it in my 
power to do so. To show you how impossible this is, it is only neces- 
sary to say that for several months I have had in, continuous active 
service ten regiments of Missouri militia, not paid by the United States, 
and have, within a few days, been compelled to call upon the Governor 
of Missouri for two additional regiments to relieve volunteers which 
must be sent to re-enforce the army in Arkansas. The United States 
troops now stationed for the protection of Kansas are far more numer- 
ous in proportion than in any other portion of this department, and 
surely I: may expect of the militia of Kansas, for a short time, what the 
militia of Missouri have done for so many months. I have full confi- 
dence that General Ewing and Governor Carney will make good use of 
the means placed at their disposal for the protection of Kansas. Of 
course, I must leave the details to them. 

I believe you may confidently assure your people of as great a degree 
of security as is possible to exist during the continuance of the war, and 
I hope you will do all in your power to allay their very natural yet 
unnecessary anxiety. Let me ask you, gentlemen, to bear my renewed 
assurances to the people of Lawrence and of Kansas of my deep sym- 
pathy for their recent great calamity, and of my solicitude for their 
future safety and prosperity. Accept for yourself the highest senti- 
ments of consideration. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, PRE ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
No. 24. Little Rock, Ark., September 13, 1863. 
Brig. Gen, N. Kimball is hereby assigned to the command of the Pro- 
visional Division, including the infantry brigade commanded by Col. 
James M. True. 
By order of Maj. Gen. I’. Steele: 
GEORGE O. SOKALSKIT, 
First Lieut. Second Cavalry, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., September 14, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 


The division commanded by Brig. Gen. John E. Smith has started 
from Vicksburg to Helena, to re-enforce General Steele; left on the 
lith. They are ordered across to Devall’s Bluff. Four thousand in- 
fantry and two batteries. 

S. A. HURLBUT, | 
Major-General. 
(Same to Schofield.) 
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Sarnt Louis, Mo., September 14, 1863. 
General EWING: 


Major Curtis telegraphs from Fort Scott that there are indications of 
the return of large numbers of rebels from Arkansas to Western Mis- 
souri, in small parties. Look out for them. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., September 14, 1863. 


Brigadier-General Ewmne, 
Kansas City, Mo.: 


GENERAL: I believe I shall be able, without much difficulty, to sat- 
isfy the loyal people of Missouri with the policy of depopulating the 
border counties. They seem willing to accept my opinion on the subject. 
It is impossible, however, to remove the apprehension that it will at 
some fature time be deemed necessary to extend it to the next tier of 
counties. The people of these counties are in a great state of anxiety 
and alarm. They seem to fear as much from the Kansas troops as 
from Lane’s lawless rabble. Although this fear is groundless, it is 
natural, and is entitled to attention. I think it wise to transfer those 
counties to General Brown’s district, as a means of allaying that ex- 
citement, and of satisfying the people of Missouri. I want, however, 
to defer making this change until it can be done without danger to the 
border. Please make arrangements, as soon as practicable, to transfer 
the command of those counties, with the Missouri militia troops in your 
district, to General Brown, and inform me when it can be done with 
safety. 

Very respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., September 14, 1863. 


Brigadier-General Fisk, 
Commanding Pilot Knob: 


The rebels (about 300 strong) were repulsed from Salem yesterday 
morning, and driven about 20 miles south, with considerable loss. Let 
your force pursue and destroy them, if ey 

. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., September 14, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. FIsk, 
Commanding District of Southeastern Missouri: 


No additional news yet from General Davies, commanding District 
of Rolla. He says, ‘‘I sent 100 men and two pieces of artillery to Salem 
last night. They were there before daylight this morning. They know 
of Fisk’s move of 500 men.” It is not now believed at these headquar- 
ters that the rebel’s force, under Coleman and company, is as great as 
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represented. Your expedition is certainly large enough to exterminate 
them, and the major-general commanding desires you will urge the offi- 
cers in command of the 500 cavalry sent out to use every effort to rid 
the country of this band and administer a lesson they will remember 


before returning. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


PLEASANT HILL, Mo., September 14, 1863. 
A. D. SEARL, Assistant Adjutant-General: — 


Sir: We have just returned from a scout through Lone Jack, Chapel 
Hill, Bloodsaw Mill, and Blue Springs, and, from information received, 
Tam of the opinion "that Quantrill intends ‘another raid in Kansas on 
his way south. I think he intends to cross the line in the vicinity of 
Cold Water Grove, probably not far from where he went in the last time. 
You will immediately send this information to all the commands along 
the border ; also notify the people of the towns and counties along the 
border. My opinion is, should Quantrill invade Kansas again, he will 
strike the line near Aubrey, by Paola and Ossawatomie, then pass down 
west of Fort Scott and east of the Neosho. Quantrill says that he in- 
tends to kill, burn, and plunder everything in their way south. Tell 
the troops and people of this, and, for God’s sake, be on your guard. 
Leave nothing undone. Tam doing everything possible. Colonel Weer 
is with me in command, and is trying hard to ferret out the bush- 
whackers. Finally, Searl, let no act or omission of ours favor these 
he ]-hounds in their designs on Kansas. 

Respectfully, 
C. 8S. CLARK, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


CAMP NEAR OLD Fort MoKay, 
Arkansas River, September 14, 1863. 


Lieut. GEORGE H. STILWELL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Denver, Colo. : 


Sir: I,have kept the command under Lieutenant Edington near ~ 
Cimarron Crossing since my last letter to you. Have been down the 
country myself as far as Fort Larned. Colonel Leavenworth has sent 
out from Larned one gun, with command, under Lieutenant Crocker, 
one scouting party of infantry, under Captain Parmetar, and 50 mounted 
men, under “Captain Read. They are scouting the road from Fort Me- 
Kay to Walnut Creek. The Indians have stopped their depredations, 
and all chiefs say that they will prevent their tribes from committing 
further depredations. The only trouble that has occurred since I came 
down was the taking by force one ox from a train, and the robbing of 
Wagon-master Allen, of Honore’s train (of Denver), of his pocket-book 
and $70 in money. The great scare that the Indians had last week 
was created by a party of Caddo Indians coming up from Texas with 
wagons and cattle, instead of a hostile party of Texans. The man 
that I was to have arrested for selling liquor to the Indians Colonel 
Leavenworth claims as being in the District of Kansas, and will arrest 
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him, with all his property. I shall move up the country, toward Lyon, 
in two or three days. ‘ 
I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
SCOTT J. ANTHONY, 
Major First Colorado Volunteer Cavalry. 


P. S.—I will give you the statements of Yellow Buffalo, chief of the 
Kiowas, Little Raven, chief of the Arapahoes, and other Indians, who 
report the same thing, and let you take it for what it is worth; I don’t 
believe it. They state that runners have been down among the Indian 
tribes on the Arkansas from the Sioux and Cheyennes, of the Platte, 
trying to get the Indians of the plains all united for a general attack 
upon both the Platte and Arkansas routes, the attack to be made this 
fall, and that all the tribes, except the Cheyennes, refused; that the 
Cheyennes have agreed with the Sioux to commence war upon the Platte 
“aol very soon, and that we may look for trouble up there, but not 

ere. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 15, 1863—4.30 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

If the regiments sent to you by General Pope can possibly be spared, 
they should be sent to Corinth or Tuscumbia, to report to General Hurl- 
but. It is important that all troops that can possibly be spared be sent 
to the Tennessee River to assist General Rosecrans. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Saint Louis, Mo., 
: September 15, 1863—9.50 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chie : 

It will hardly be possible for me to send any troops to General Rose- - 
erans. I am compelled to call out Missouri militia, to relieve troops 
sent to Steele, until General Pope’s troops arrive. The radical papers 
are opposing it, and doing all in their power to create dissatisfaction in 
the militia. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
No. 28. Little Rock, Ark., September 15, 1863. 
* * * *% * * Fo 

III. The Union men of Conway County, Arkansas, are hereby author- 
ized to form themselves into a company for the purpose of protecting 
themselves, their families and homes, from all violence and depredations 
on the part of rebels and all unauthorized persons. 

IV. The Union men of Pulaski and Prairie Counties, Arkansas, are 
hereby authorized to form themselves into a company or companies for 
the purpose of home defense and the protection of their families and 
property from the depredations of guerrillas, rebels, and all unauthor- 
ized persons whatsoever. 

By order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele: 

[GHORGE O. SOKALSKI,| 
First Lieut. Second Cavalry, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 
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WASHINGTON, September 15, 1863—5.30 p. m. 
Major-General POPE: 


It is important that all the troops you can possibly spare should be 
immediately sent south; they will be used in Tennessee, a healthy coun- 
try. Advise me of their movements. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief. 


———— 


Saint Louts, September 15, 1863. 
Major-General POPE: 


Please inform me when your troops will probably reach this place. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HpqRs. DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, | 
Springfield, Mo., September 15, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


GENERAL: Your telegram of this date received. The First Arkan- 
sas Infantry are with Colonel Cloud, as are one battalion of the Sixth 
Missouri State Militia and one of the Eighth, and four guns of Rabb’s 
battery, and one squadron of the First Arkansas Cavalry, with two how- 
itzers. Eleven companies of the First Arkansas Cavalry are either at 
Cassville, with one section of First Arkansas Battery, or clearing the 
road between there and Fayetteville. Four companies of the Eighth 
are on the road to Rolla, guarding trains and mails, with occasional 
scouts in pursuit of guerrillas. One company is in Hickory County, 
with directions to pursue, capture, and destroy the devils who mur- 
dered the men of the Eighteenth Lowa at Quincy, and two companies 
in Newton County, under that energetic bushwhacker and brave soldier, 
Captain Burch. Four companies of the Sixth are in Benton, Vernon, 
and Saint Clair Counties, to trap Quantrill’s men and to enforce General 
Orders, No. 92, of your headquarters. I have one company of the Sixth 
and Kighteenth Iowa Infantry, two sections First Arkansas Battery, 
and one of Rabb’s battery here with me, and a few recruits. If the 
First Arkansas Infantry and two cavalry battalions return to Fayette- 
ville, there will be force enough to wipe out anything north of the mount- 
ains, and, when I can arm and equip the recruits, to drive all hostile 
parties north of the river. I-hope the assistance of Colonel Cloud’s 
force was essential to General Blunt, for, to say the least, his leaving 
this district with the best troops I had—those I depended on to make 
a firm stand in Northern Arkansas—was unfortunate for my plans. 
Hunter’s, Ruff’s, Arrington’s, Brown’s, and other bands are raiding that 
country now and harassing our trains, when we should be making the 
country too hot for them. The Highteenth Iowa Infantry has been at 
this point too long. Itis a good regiment and well officered, but is suf- 
fering from the canker of too long a rest in post. The best interests of 
the service and of the regiment would be advanced by ordering them to 
the field at once. There is no danger of losing anything we have gained 
in front, while we are keeping the country comparatively quiet. The 
occupation by the Enrolled Missouri Militia and the arming of loyal 
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citizens will effectually keep down bushwhacking. It makes the war 
against those people necessarily more sanguinary and cruel; but for 
that very reason it will be sooner brought to a conclusion. Cruelty to 
the bushwhacker will be mercy to the loyal and peaceful citizen. 

Lam not advised of the real force under General Blunt, or of his ability 
to hold Forts Smith, Gibson, and Van Buren, and keep his communi- 
cation open to the rear. I should regard the defection of the Indian 
tribes, now, I suppose, well ascertained, as a guarantee of an open 
road by Fort Scott, while the occupation ‘of Fayetteville and the small 
towns between the river and the Missouri line would guard his rear, 
and the troops so occupied would be of more service to him than though 
actually in his camp. The distance from Rolla to Fort Smith being 
some 75 miles shorter than from Leavenworth, I submit whether this 
be not the best point to furnish supplies from, ‘until the occupation of 
Little Rock and the rising of the Arkansas River. The burning of Fay- 
etteville interferes materially with its importance as a military point, 
and I think when the loyal men of Northern Arkansas have guns put 
in their hands, they will be able to take care of themselves, and no depot 
of supplies will be needed north of Fort Smith. I have no apprehen- 
sions of losing any ground that we have now occupied in Northwestern 
Arkansas, nor of keeping comparative peace in the Missouri part of the 
district ; but there are many things in regard to the policy to be pur- 
sued in Arkansas that I would like to confer with you about as soon as 
I can spare time from this post. 

I have already signified that in ease the health of the eallant General 
Blunt shall render his longer stay in the field impossible, that I should 

like to be trusted with that command. [I trust what I lack in accurate 
military knowledge I may be able to make up in energy and determina- 
tion to perform my duties. 

Hoping this brief statement of the state of the district may be satis- 
factory, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JOHN ’McNEIL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., September 16, 1863. 
Major-General HuRLBUT, Memphis : 
Your dispatch of the 13th is received. I have a cavalry force now in 


the extreme southeastern portion of Missouri, which I will send against 
the guerrillas under Clark. 
M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., September 16, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Fisk, Pilot Knob : 


General Hurlbut reports a considerable force of guerrillas, with five 
pieces of artillery, near Osceola, on the Mississippi. Their object is to 
interrupt navigation. I desire you to send a force against them, if pos- 
sible. Please report what force you can send, and how soon. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
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Hpgrs. 17TH ARMY CORPS, DEPT. OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, September 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, : 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis : 


GENERAL: Official information having just been received from Gen- 
eral Steele that he is in Little Rock, and that Price is retreating, pur- 
sued by Davidson, I have, by direction of Major-General Grant, ordered 
Brig. Gen. John HE. Smith to return to this place with his command, 
without disembarking it, unless General Steele has some important 
move on hand, which renders it necessary that he should remain for 
the present. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. B. McPHERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
(Same to Smith.) 


HpDQRS. SEVENTH DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, . 
Helena, Ark., September 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Commanding District of Tennessee : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to send you copy of my orders; also a 
report of my command, by regiments, as directed by you. 

In pursuance of my orders, I sent one of my aides, via White River, 
who left this morning, to communicate with General Steele. A copy 
of my communication is herewith inclosed. 

The non-arrival of part of my command until this morning prevented 
my leaving, but I had intended doing so to-morrow morning. Having 
no camp and garrison equipage, it will not be pleasant to remain in 
camp long here, as I cannot go from the river, as I learn there is no 
water this side of Big Creek, some 20 miles from here. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


{Inclosures.] 


HDQRS. 17TH ARMY CoRPS, DEPT. OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., September 7, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E. SMITH, 
Commanding Seventh Division : 


GENERAL: You will immediately get your division in readiness to 
move, and embark it on transports as soon as they can bé got ready, 
and proceed to Helena, Ark., thence to the support of Major-General 
Steele, in the direction of Little Rock. As your absence from here will 
be temporary, you will only take the effective men for duty, leaving 
behind the sick, camp and garrison equipage, and transportation such 
as you are directed to take. The command will go provided with 200 
rounds of infantry ammunition to the man and 200 rounds of artillery 
ammunition for each piece of the two batteries which you take with you, 
ten days’ rations, ten days’ forage, four wagons to each regiment, one 
for each brigade headquarters, two for each battery, two for division 
headquarters, and ten for additional division train. 

On arriving at Helena, you will most probably find instructions await- 
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ing you from General Steele. If not, you will communicate with him 
as soon as possible, and will take the quickest and most practicable route 
to join him, whether by water or land. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. B. McPHERSON, 
Major-General. 


HELENA, ARK., September 15, 1863. 
Major-General STEELE, 
Commanding United States Forces, Little Rock, Ark.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose copy of my orders, and to re- 
port the arrival of my command, consisting of 2,800 aggregate, includ- 
ing two batteries, at this place, where I learn that Little Rock is in your 
possession. This being the case, I presume you do not need my forces; 
but under my orders I have no discretion in the matter, but will move 
out to-morrow morning (16th instant), moving in the direction of De- 
vall’s Bluff, where I will await further orders from you. 

The bearer, Lieutenant White, aide-de-camp, will receive any orders 
you may have to send. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General. 


KANSAS Ciry, Mo., September 16, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


Colonel Weer, who has been out a week with four companies, reports 
that one of his detachments, under Captain Coleman, yesterday discov- 
ered and surprised Quantrill’s main camp on the Snibar, killing 2 guer- 
rillas and capturing 40 horses and equipments, and a large amount of 
clothing, provisions, arms, and ammunition. The guerrillas fired but 
one volley and then disappeared in the thick underbrush, where success- 
ful pursuit was impossible. The guerrilla bands are scattering them- 
selves, and eluding the scouting parties from the various posts. The 
indications are they are preparing for another raid or an attack on some 
one of the posts. Reports from Fort Scott of large numbers returning 
from rebel armies. Nearly all joining guerrillas. Eleven of Marma- - 
duke’s men surrendered a few days ago. 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS KANSAS MILITIA, 
Leavenworth, September 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. L. MCDOWELL: 


Sir: You will proceed immediately to the counties of Johnson, Miami, 
Linn, and the western portion of Bourbon, with arms and ammunition 
for the organized State militia of those counties, and superintend their 
distribution. You will first distribute arms and ammunition to such 
forces as you may order into active service. You will order into active 
service such number of troops as you may deem necessary for the pro- 
tection of the border. If there are not men enough to accomplish this 
object, you will call them from the adjoining counties, taking care duly 
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that every portion of the border, from the Kansas River south, is fully 
protected. You will take command of the troops when organized, and 
report to these headquarters from time to time. 
THOMAS CARNEY, 
Governor and Commander-in- Chief. 


LEAVENWORTH, KAns., September 16, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES H. LANE: 


Sir: I called this morning at the Leavenworth Arsenal, and Major 
[John] McNutt, the ordnance officer, informed me that no orders had been 
received to deliver the battery of mountain howitzers upon the order 
which you gave me. He said that General Ripley, in his letter of trans- 
mittal, said « they were sent at your solicitation, to be used by the citi- 
zens of Kansas in defense of the State,” but unless orders from the War 
Office came to deliver to you, a requisition would have to be taken to 
Saint Louis and have General Schofield approve it. No time should be 
lost. Our people feel very insecure, and a perfect stampede is taking 
place among our citizens in the border counties in Kansas. They have 
lost all confidence in the present military commanders, or their being 
able to stop the entrance of Quantrill and his gang; besides, Quantrill 
has notified the Union citizens of the border counties of Kansas, south 
of the Kaw River, that they must leave within fifteen days, as he 
intends to destroy everything. Hundreds are arriving here daily from 
that part of our State. The present state of things in Southern Kansas 
is truly lamentable. 

Rumor reached here this morning that Quantrill had sacked and 
burned Ossawatomie night before last. Weknow not whether it is true, 
but have dispatched messengers to ascertain. 

If I am to drill the citizens of Lawrence in artillery, I should like to 
commence soon, and orders to deliver the guns to me should be tele- 
graphed at once. 

Yours, &c., 
J. B. STOCKTON. 


(Memorandum. ] 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1863. 
This morning Senator Lane called at the War Department, and re- 
quested that the mountain howitzers be turned over to Col. C. W. 
Adams, Twelfth Kansas Regiment (at Lawrence). 
JAS. A. HARDIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MILWAUKEE, WIs., September 16, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Washington, ’D. O.: 

Dispatch received. Have instructed Sibley to have three regiments 
ready immediately to ship south, with full supply of wagons and mules. 
Will require some days, as only parts of two regiments have yet reached 
Snelling. Another regiment will be sent by October 1. Please let me 
know when they are to go. 

JNO. POPH, 
Major-General. 


f 
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a Sarnt Louis, Mo., September 17, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Washington, D. C.: 
Dispatch from General Steele, dated at Little Rock, 10th, announces 
the capture of that place. Enemy in full retreat, and Davidson in hot 


pursuit. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
? HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., September 17, 1863. 
Major-General STEELE, Little Rock : 
I congratulate you most heartily upon your success in the capture of 
Little Rock. Accept my thanks for yourself and your command. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., September 17, 1863. 


General Fisk, Commanding: 

My men left this morning early, 100 strong, one gun; are to be joined 
at Bloomfield by 100 of the Sixth Cavalry. The force, when combined 
with Poole, will be 400 good men and two howitzers. I am afraid Poole 
will get into them alone. He passed through Kennett on the 15th, in 
hot pursuit of rebels. I have no fears for him. One can chase ten, &c,, 

J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 17, 1863. 


Major-General Pore, Milwaukee, Wis.: 
The regiments sent from your department will first report to General 
Schofield, at Saint Louis, where they will receive additional orders. 
Bie H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., September 18, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: General Steele’s success in the capture of Little Rock 
and occupation of Central Arkansas, and that of the troops under Gen- 
erals Blunt and McNeil in the Indian country, has placed nearly the 
entire State of Arkansas and the Indian country under our control. I 
have sent a telegraph corps to Little Rock, and hope soon to have reg- 
ular communication with that place via Helena and Memphis. I have 
also sent cars for the Memphis and Little Rock Railroad, so that the 
troops at and beyond Little Rock can be supplied without difficulty. 

As soon as the Arkansas River rises so as to be navigable from Little 
Rock to Fort Smith, I will send supplies for the troops in Western Ar- 
kansas and the Indian country by that line, and thus diminish very 
much the cost to the Government, and render operations south of the 
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Arkansas River practicable. My information is yet quite indefinite, 
but I do not think it probable that the enemy will make another stand 
north of Red River. Indeed, it seems to me probable that Kirby Smith’s 
troops will go to Texas, to assist in the defense against General Banks. 

An important question now presents itself, viz, whether we shall at- 
tempt to at once occupy the whole country, and restore the authority 
of the Government, or whether our army must be kept intact for opera- 
tions against the enemy elsewhere. The latter, I take it, must be done, 
if necessary to the success of operations in other departments. The 
former is extremely desirable, and should be done, if possible. The 
rebel army west of the Mississippi is rapidly breaking up into small 
bands for guerrilla operations in the vicinity of their homes. Many of 
them have already returned into Missouri, and are now giving us some 
trouble, A large proportion of the State of- Arkansas will remain as 
perfectly under rebel control as it has been heretofore, unless our troops 
are distributed over it so as to break up these guerrillas. They can be 
broken up now much more readily and certainly than at any future time, 
and if the State be fully occupied, a sufficient force of Joyal Arkansas 
troops can soon be organized to hold the State. In this connection I re- 
spectfully request instructions as to what steps, if any, the Government 
desires me to take toward restoring a loyal civil government in Arkansas. 
The abolition of the office of military governor of the State leaves me 
in doubt as to what course is to be pursued. ; 

Also permit me to suggest, general, that some more definite division 
of General Grant’s department and mine is now desirable, if it can be 
made. ‘The entire State of Arkansas was in this department up to the 
21st of January last, when General Grant was authorized to assume 
command of all troops in the State of Arkansas within reach of his 
orders, the portion of that State occupied by such troops being tempo- 
rarily attached to his department. This order being still in force, leaves 
the division between my department and that of General Grant unde- 
termined. 

General Steele’s column, including the cavalry under General David- 
son, commenced its operations from Helena, under the immediate orders 
of General Hurlbut, who received his instructions from me, though not 
himself under my command. I regarded General Steele as still under 
General Hurlbut’s command, even after he had crossed White River, 
and General Davidson’s division as temporarily detached from my com- 
mand. General Hurlbut construes our instructions differently, and in- 
forms me that he considers Steele’s command as being in my department, 
and consequently under my immediate command. 

This arrangement has caused no trouble heretofore, and need not 
necessarily cause any in future. But it is anomalous, and somewhat 
embarrassing. It has hardly been possible to avoid this anomaly here- 
tofore, and it is, perhaps, difficult even now. Yet as the Mississippi has 
now become our base for operations en both sides of it, instead of the 
important line of operation, it is not so objectionable as a dividing line 
of departments. On some accounts, it would be better that each de- 
partment should embrace a certain extent of country on both sides of 
the river; but I do not see how such an arrangement can be made in 
the present case without serious difficulty in determining the depart- 
ment limits with that certainty which is necessary in a country which 
is to be occupied by a distributed force. I see no better arrangement 
that can now be made than to restore all of Arkansas to this depart- 
ment. Ido not, however, wish to urge the matter, but simply to ask 
your attention to it. 


_- 
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Although our successes in the West have been very great, the war is 
very far from being ended, even in the country which we hold. The 
habit of waging guerrilla war, which amounts to a passion with the 
Western people, will, I apprehend, give us more serious trouble than - 
the organized rebel armies have done. 

This evil is greatly aggravated by the unwillingness of the loyal peo- 
ple to permit rebels to return and live among them, thus forcing them 
to remain in bands for self-protection, as many of them will do for the 
purpose of plunder. This difficulty is serious only when the pégple 
have been divided and have long felt the ravages of war, as in Missouri. 
But it will rapidly assume a serious character in Arkansas and similar 
States unless they be speedily occupied by a sufficient force to put down 
effectually all guerrilla organizations. To do this will require at least 
aS many troops as I now have in this department, even after the organ- 
ized force of the enemy is driven from it entirely. 

I hope, therefore, that it may not be found necessary to withdraw for 
the present any of my troops, and that I may be authorized to raise all 
the additional troops that can be obtained in this department. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


KANSAS Crry, Mo., September 18, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear reports the stopping of the steamer Mar- 
cella at Dover Landing by guerrillas, and the taking of 4 soldiers of the 
Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, one of whom escaped and three 
were shot. I have guerrillas here, convicted and unconvicted. Shall I 
retaliate? Lazear reports a successful scout-in La Fayette County, 
breaking up a camp, killing 2 guerrillas, and making considerable 


captures. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 
SEPTEMBER 18, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Ewine, Kansas City: 

The retaliation you speak of, though just, would, in my opinion, be 
unwise, because it is so easy for the guerrillas to find victims for their 
revenge. The Union people, as well as soldiers, would suffer far more 
than the guerrillas by such a system. I think it much better to con- 
demn and execute the guerrillas for their own acts. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., September 18, 1863. 


General Fisk, Commanding: 

[have again heard from Poole. He was across Little River, in Pemis- 
cot County, pushing the rebels close. He had killed 6, and had strong 
hopes of overtaking them again. He was only a mile behind, in hot 


pursuit. 
J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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Post CAPE GIRARDEAU, 
September 18, 1863. 
General Fisk, Commanding : 

A. J. Youngman reports outrageous excesses committed by a party 
of the Sixth Missouri Cavalry, near Sikeston. Jackson Whaley was 
murdered in his own house. Mr. Youngman’s store was robbed. He 
was shot at, and violence was otherwise offered. Citizens are in great 
fear of life and property. No officer was with them. I am convinced, 
géneral, that these men are a terror to the country. Many citizens are 
killed and robbed by them. 

J. B. ROGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., September 18, 1863. 
General Fisk, Commanding: 

The informant said Major Montgomery would protect them, but these 
hell-hounds threatened them with death if they told him. The major 
does all he can, but no one helps him. . Gillette will tell you how it goes. 
I have ordered Major Montgomery to arrest the robbers and murderers 
in his own interest, as well as that of the citizens. These men straggle 
and plunder whenever they are out without him. I dread the report 
when they come in from the Osceola trip. 

J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., September 18, 1863. 
Major MonTGoOMERY, Bloomfield : 


Is Sergeant Kelly at your post now? If so, arrest him, and find what 
was the name of the soldier who tried to shoot Mr. Youngman at Sikes- 
ton on the 15th. Also find who killed Mr. Whaley just before, and 
who robbed the store of Mr. Youngman. Arrest all whom you find im- 
plicated in those murders and robberies. The citizens report terrible 
outrages by your men while over there. 

J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


SPECIAL Aes HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 255. Saint Louis, September 18, 1863. 
* * ue * * * * 

V. The emergency for which the Tenth and Eleventh Provisional Regi- 
ments Enrolled Missouri Militia were called into active service having 
passed, they will be discharged from further service, except the muti- 
neers of the Eleventh Regiment, who will be confined at hard labor 
until further orders. 

VI. The leading mutineers of the Eleventh Provisional Regiment 
Enrolled Missouri Militia, to be selected by the commanding officer of 
the regiment, will be confined in the military prison and tried by 
general court-martial. All others engaged in the mutiny will be sent, 
under guard, to Rolla, Mo., where they will be confined at hard labor 
until further orders. 

* % * * * * * 


IX. Brig. Gen. William K. Strong, commanding Saint Louis District, 
will see that a sufficient guard is sent to the boat to take charge of thé 


a 
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mautineers of the Eleventh Provisional Regiment Enrolled Missouri 
Militia, conduct them to the cars, and escort them to Rolla, where they 
will be delivered to Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies, commanding District 
of Rolla. General Davies, on the receipt of the prisoners, will forth- 
with put them at hard labor, under a strong guard, on the block-houses 
and other fortifications now being erected at that point. 

* * * Me co * * 


By command of Major-General Schofield: i 
FRANK ENO, » 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Little Rock, Ark., September 19, 1863. 


[Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT:] 


GENERAL: Your communication directing me to report to General 
Schofield and the one of the 9th instant are both received. When I 
wrote you at Brownsville, my plans were not matured, but a thorough 
reconnaissance around the enemy’s position enabled me to adopt one 
which has been entirely successful. I reported to you the capture of 
Little Rock. My report of operations was addressed to Schofield, in 
obedience to orders. I directed my aide-de-camp, Captain [Charles T.] 
Scammon, to show it to you. Schofield is too far off to have anything 
but a nominal command over me; besides, he is my junior, and has 
never commanded even a company on the battle-field. 

His plan of the campaign has just now reached me, nine days after 
its completion. The enemy’s works are much stronger than I had an- 
ticipated. It would have been very difficult for me to have dislodged 
him, had he defended them. Price was alarmed and thrown into con- 
fusion by a strategy; he seems not to have anticipated any movement 
on our part across the Arkansas, and as soon as he was told that we had 
crossed, he exclaimed that his flank was turned, and that his position 
was untenable. 

My report gives a narrative of the principal events. I shall write a 
letter to General Halleck this evening, in which I shall acknowledge my 
indebtedness to you for the support necessary to enable me to accom- 
plish what I have done. ‘There is no doubt but that Price had a larger 
force than [had. His clerk informs me that he had over 20,000 on paper, 
but only about 12,000 present for duty on the day we took the city. 
This clerk is a tutor in the family of Mr. Bertrand, who is one of the first 
men in this place, and loyal to the United States. 

From all accounts, Price’s army is demoralized, and half disbanded. 
If I could have crossed -the Arkansas with my infantry and pursued 
them on the night of the 10th, [have no doubt but that the whole rebel 
force would have dispersed. Their main force is now at Arkadelphia. 
I am told that they have made preliminary arrangements to move into 
Texas. Marmaduke’s men, disguised in Federal uniforms, have been mur- 
dering Union men wherever they could find them outside of our lines. 
Bands of guerrillas have also been organizing around us, and have shot 
our pickets. Union men show quite as strong a desire to enter the con- 
test, and apply to me daily for permission to form companies for their 
own protection. A regiment could be raised in this vicinity in a short 
time, if there were any authority for it. Colonel Cloud, with a small 
force, arrived here last evening from Blunt’s command. He says the 
mountaineers are ali for the Union; indeed, I am satisfied that the 
majority of the people of this State are tired of rebel oppression, and 
earnestly desire the re-establishment of the old Government. A deputa- 
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tion of the most respectable citizens of Pine Bluff waited upon me the 
other day, and requested me to keep a force there to protect them against 
the depredations of the rebels. Ihave been obliged to divide the cavalry 
into detachments, and station them at different points for the protection 
of our communications, and to break up bands of marauding rebels. I 
have had the locomotive repaired, and expect the train will run to 
Devall’s Bluff to-morrow or nextday. Iexpect instructions in regard to 
future operations. I understand it is expected of me at present to hold 


the line of the Arkansas. 
: FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General. 


Hp@rs. NINTH WISCONSIN VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Helena, Ark., September 19, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. MARSH, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report the arrival of my command at 
Helena, Ark., on the 18th instant. On account of very low water in 
White River, the steamboat Mars, my transport, cannot proceed on her 
voyage to Devall’s Bluff. In consequence thereof, I disembarked here, 
and reported to General Buford, commandant of Post Helena, laying 
my orders from headquarters Department of the Missouri before bim. 

There being no transports of light draught in port, I concluded to 
march across the country to Devall’s Bluff. In order to carry it into 
effect, I made requisition for the necessary transportation, but could 
not obtain any, the Arkansas expedition having exhausted all the means ~ 
ofthe post. The late order limiting transportation of regiments to about 
seven wagons is undoubtedly intended for regiments belonging to a bri- 
gade and division provided with quartermaster, commissary, ammuni- 
tion, and forage trains. 

The country between here and Little Rock is entirely destitute of corn 
and grass. I therefore need some wagons to carry forage. To carry 100 
rounds of ammunition per man requires three or four wagons; 20,000 
rations, as per Special Orders, No. 248, requires about ten more wagons. 

From official information derived here, I learn that General Steele now 
occupies Little Rock. General Smith’s division arrived here from Vicks- 
burg to re-enforce General Steele’s command; will return to Vicksburg. 
I mention these facts merely to show that by my unavoidable delay no 
unfavorable consequences will arise to General Steele’s command. 

My command belonging to the Department of the Missouri, and being 
under direct orders from headquarters thereof, I think I am correct in 
considering myself solely under orders from those headquarters, except 
so far as local duty is concerned. 

Waiting for instructions, I remain, colonel, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

ARTHUR JACOBI, 
Tieutenant-Oolonel, Commanding. 


{Indorsement. } 


Lieutenant-Colonel Jacobi will report by letter to’ Major-General 
Steele for further orders. It is presumed his regiment will not be re- 
quired at Little Rock. If not, he will remain at Helena until further 
orders from these headquarters. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
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Pitot Knos, Mo., September 19, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: : 


The force sent in pursuit of Freeman were too far behind to catch up 
with the fleeing rebels. Their retreat from Salem was rapid, and con- 
tinued until they passed into Arkansas, where I hope to reach them yet. 
The force ordered to the southeast have killed 7 and captured 20 of the 
guerrilla gang infesting Dunklin and Pemiscot Counties, and on the 
16th instant they were pushing for Osceola. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., September 19, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD: 


GENERAL: Before receiving your late letter as to the taking off the 
second tier of counties, I had arranged with Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear 
to put all of the First Missouri in La Fayette and Johnson Counties 
under his command, to operate from Lexington, Warrensburg, and an 
intermediate station, and to put five of the six companies of the Fifth 
Provisional Regiment in Henry and Saint Clair under Colonel [Henry] 
Neill. That arrangement will be completed by the time you get this 
letter. If you were at once to cut off the second tier, I would have in 
my-district one company of the Fourth and two of the Eleventh Mis- 
souri, as escort to New Mexico, and five companies of the Fourth and 
four of the Eleventh bushwhacking. The most of these last are on the 
very edge of La Fayette County, and might be put at once over the 
line; but they had better remain a week or ten days, until the militia 
companies are armed, accepted, and on duty. 

I agreed to accept fifteen militia companies as garrison for Kansas 
towns, which I will keep well out of the border—two at Leavenworth 
and one at each of the following points: Shawnee, Olathe, Paola, Mound 
City, Ossawatomie, Lawrence, Topeka, Council Grove, and Le Roy, south 
of the river, and Wyandotte, Atchison, Doniphan, and Maysville, north 
of the river. I will not need them over six weeks or two months, when 
the campaign will be pretty much over and the people will quiet down. 


I appreciate the reasons for the proposed change of boundary, and if - 


the work is vigorously pushed in La Fayette and Johnson Counties by 
General Brown, as I have no doubt it will be, the public interests may 
not suffer by the change. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 20, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 
The troops from General Pope were ordered to Saint Louis, to report 
to you. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief. 
_ do R R—VOL XXII, PT IT 


‘ 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
‘ Saint Louis, September 20, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK. ; 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D, C.: 

GENERAL: I inclose herewith a copy of an order which I have found 
it necessary to publish and enforce. The revolutionary faction which 
has so long been striving to gain the ascendency in Missouri, particu- 
larly in Saint Louis, to overthrow the present State government and 
change the policy of the national administration, has at length suc- 
ceeded, so far as to produce open mutiny of one of the militia regi- 
ments and serious difficulties in others. 

I inclose a number of slips from papers published in Missouri, to show 
the extent to which this factious opposition to the Government has 

been carried. The effect already produced is but natural, and the ulti- 
mate effect will be disastrous in the extreme unless a strong remedy be 
applied speedily. 

Out of consideration for popular opinion, and the well-known wishes 
of the President relative to freedom of speech and of the press, I have 
forborne until, in my belief, further forbearance would lead to disastrous 
results. I am thoroughly convinced of the necessity for prompt and 
decided measures to put down this revolutionary scheme, and my sense 
of duty will not permit me to delay it longer. Itis barely possibie that 
I may not have te enforce the order against the public press. They 
may yield without the application of force; but I do not expect it. 
The tone of some of their articles since the publication of the order in- 
dicates a determination to wage the war which they have begun to the 
bitter end. This determination is based upon the belief that the Presi- 
dent will not sustain me in any such measures as those contemplated 
in the order. <A distinct approval of the President of my proposed 
action, and a knowledge of the fact here, would end the whole matter at 
once. I desire, if possible, to have such approval before taking action 
in any individual case. Indeed, I believe such approval would pre- 
vent the necessity for the use of force. It is difficult, [ am aware, for 
any one at a distance to believe that such measures can be necessary 
against men and papers who claim to be “radically loyal.” The fact is, 
they are “loyal” only to their “radical” theories, and are so radical 
that they cannot possibly be loyal to the Government. : 

I cannot hope in the space of a letter to make the importance of this 
‘matter fully understood. If you do not concur with me as to the pro- 
priety and necessity for the course of action I have proposed, I would 
like to have a personal interview with you on the subject. I believe its 
importance would justify my absence from Saint Louis long enough to 
visit Washington. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient sérvant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major- General. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] ’ } 


GENERAL ORDERS, ee te DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 96. Saint Louis, Mo., September 17, 1863. 

The proclamation of the President, dated Washington, September 15, 
1863, suspending the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in the cases 
of persons belonging to the land and naval forces of the United States, 
and other persons therein described, will be held to apply to all Mis- 
souri militia called into active service under the orders of the depart- 
ment commander. 
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Hereafter martial law will be rigidly enforced throughout this depart- 
ment against all persons who shall in any manner encourage mutiny, 
insubordination, or disorderly conduct, or endeavor to create disaffec- 
tion among troops, and against all persons who shall publish or utter 
publicly words calculated to excite insurrection or lawless acts among 
the people, or who shall publish falsehoods or misrepresentations of 
facts calculated to roan’ or weaken the military authorities, or in 
any manner to interfere with them in the discharge of their duties. 
Any person guilty of either of the offenses above mentioned shall be 
punished by fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of a military com- 
mission, and any newspaper which shall contain publications in viola- 
tion of this order will be suppressed. 

Special attention is called to Paragraph 290 of the Revised Army 
Regulations, which will hereafter be strictly enforced. 

By command of Major-General Schofield : 

° J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Uinclosure No. 2.] 
SPIRIT OF THE GERMAN PRESS.* 


The Neue Zeit pokes fun at the attempts of the Democrat, the Union, 
the Evening News, and the Westliche Post to claim General Blair for 
their respective parties. The Neue Zeit thinks what party General 
Blair may select, or what political progress he may make, is more un- 
important than the actions of any other man. He is too insignificant. | 
The Neue Zeit grows also funny in commenting on the Republican’s 
article on negro substitutes, and wishes to know what is to come next 
if the Republican advocates the arming of negroes, negro edb 
negro equality, and emancipation ? 

The Westliche Post reopens the anti-Gamble agitation. Itsays: 


In another column our readers will find a report about the terrible execution of 
Union men in East Tennessee by the rebel Colonel Keith, who must be a monster, for 
he spares neither old age nor infancy. But it is not merely from Tennessee that we 
have to report these revolting scenes; from a part of Missouri also there comes to us 
‘the dying groans of murdered German Union men, and the piteous cries of the despair- 
ing families, from whom their fathers and protectors have been taken away and mur- 
dered by the bloody hands of the rebel monsters, who, thanks to the leniency with 
which they are treated by the Gamble government, roam at will through the country. 
They are shot down by assassins while in the fields attending their farms. Every Ger- 
man whom these wretches caught on their murder and plunder expedition was the 
welcome aim of their guns, no ‘matter who and what he was; sufficient for them that 

‘he had a German face, and must therefore necessarily be an opponent of slavery and 
secession. Itis revolting to think that such outrages can occur yet; but why can 
they occur? Because these murderers are ever and ever encouraged and favored by 
the wicked and criminal regard and leniency with which the Gamble dynasty treats 
the secesh rabble all over the State. How long is this state of affairs to continue? 
How long, we ask, will the Union men of Missouri look calmly on, when their breth- 
ren and fellow- -patriots are thus coolly murdered on their fields? How much innocent 
blood must still be spilt, merely to retain that clique at the helm of the State which 
has seized it and directs it with Russian arbitrariness? Does not the blood of the 
murdered demand energetic action at last? Are the people no longer capable of in- 
dignation, or has their ¢ courage been exhausted by two years of fighting and battle? 

We celebrate the victories over the rebels in Mississippi, Louisiana, and Maryland, 
and in the mean while the enemy plunges the dagger into our own heart. Are we 
more secure in Missouri because victories have been gained at Vicksburg and Port 
Hudson, as long as the crafty enemy watches for us behind every bush, and as long 
as we have a government which has no other thought than to spare and favor the 
slaveholders’ aristocracy and to protect their property, but which has no sympathy 


*Trom the Missouri Republican, July 24, 1863. 
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with the poor Union men who are murdered in their corn-fields? But, besides this 
miserable government, we have here also a United States military command, which 
has been sent here, and has promised to protect the Union men in their rights. If 
this command does not want to expose itself to the suspicion that it is nothing but 
the blind tool of the rebels’ friend, Gamble ; if the man who is the chief of this mili- 
tary district is a true Union man; if he is an anti-slavery man, as his friends boast 
him to be, he must know what it is his duty to do, and must take the strongest meas- 
ures against such unheard-of outrages, which call to Heaven for revenge. And to 
Washington he should report that as long as Gamble’s advice and influence control 
the policy of Missouri, as long as Gamble’s will is decisive when military command- 
ers are to be removed or appointed, and as long as he can appoint officers arbitrarily, 
the bushwhackers will keep the State in excitement, and the slaveholders’ aristocracy 
will trample on the rights of the Union citizens. And this will last until the people 
arise in manly resolve and cast off the Gamble yoke. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


SPIRIT OF THE GERMAN PRESS.* 


The Westliche Postis out with a violent attack on Provost-Marshal 
Broadhead, General Schofield, and the President of the United States. 
We give it in full. : 


. MISSOURI AS HUNTING-GROUND FOR NEGRO-CATCHERS. 


Our jail, under the administration of General Schofield and Provost-Marshal Broad- 
head, has become a real ‘‘slave-pen.”? Every day blacks and colored people of all 
shades—men, women, and gkildren—are thrown into it, who had believed in the gos- 
pel of liberty proclaimed by ‘honest ”—it is too great a shame that this word must 
now be written with quotation marks—by “honest Father Abraham.” This ‘‘honest” 
man has made Missouri a real hunting-ground for nigger-catchers, and the authori- 
ties appointed by him protect this ‘‘ honest” calling in every possible way. If we 
say the jail has become aslave-pen, we don’t mean to censure the jailer. Heis bound 
to receive the slaves that are arrested by order of the provost-marshal and brought to 
jail; he is bound to do it as his duty, and we are sure it is a disagreeable duty to him. 
But who has given our Provost-Marshal-General Broadhead authority to recall and 
declare null and void the free papers which have been given by his predecessors or by 
former commanders of this department to the slaves ar rebel masters? Does a slave 
become a free man by a certificate of liberty, duly made out by competent authority, , 
or is such a certificate of liberty a mere piece of paper, which may be torn up at pleas- 
ure? Is the great liberty proclamation of the President himself also a mere rag, 
which every provost-marshal may spit upon and kick with his feet, if he so chooses? 
Every day fugitive slaves from all quarters of the rebellious States are arrested in our 
streets by professional rascals and dragged to jail. The process of such an outrage is 
avery simple one. Any rebel from Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky, Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi, or any other slave State sells his human property to a dealer in men’s 
flesh, who is, of course, a ‘‘loyal” man, just as Mr. Lincoln is an ‘ honest” man, and 
this slave-trader puts immediately his blood-hounds on the track of the scented game, 
which is then surely fated, for the provost-marshal-general never neglects to play his 
réle, Thus, in the past month hundreds of liberated slaves have been carried back 
into slavery; thus, yesterday, six of them sat in the jail waiting for the next boat to 
Kentucky, and thus things will continue as long as Schofield and Broadhead are at 
the head of affairs, and probably as long as ‘‘ honest Old Abe” sits in the White 
House. We spoke to an old soldier of the Twelfth Regiment, who had carried a mus- 
ket in the service of liberty since the commencement of the war, and we heard bim 
_ say, ‘‘ May my right hand wither before it ever again throws a ticket for Abraham 
Lincoln into the ballot-box, and may my lips be struck dumb if ever I pronounce that 
name otherwise than with contempt!” A negro who has gone through all the toils of 
the Twelfth Regiment for two years is now a fugitive slave in the jail, caught on Lin- . 
coln’s slave-hunting ground in Missouri. 

To such a pass has a weak-brained and weak-spirited Republican administration 
brought affairs in Missouri that it has incurred the hatred and the disgust of all true 
Union men, of all true emancipationists, and of all those who are honestly in favor 
of liberty; while upon its head descend the blessings and the praises of those who 
stigmatized the conquerors of Camp Jackson as murderers and the author of the 
emancipation proclamation as an Abolitionist. Beit so! Italia far a da so. We will 
help ourselves. 


* From the Missouri Republican, August 16, 1863. 
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[Inclosure No. 4.] | 
SPIRIT OF THE GERMAN PRESS.* 
The Westliche Post has the following article: 
pittsis AND MISSOURI. 


The sorely afflicted people of Kansas threaten to follow up the band of robbers who 
invaded that State from Missouri and destroyed Lawrence, even into the heart of our 
own State. Whocan blamethem? They are in astate of self-defense; but aconflict 
between the troops of both States may likely result therefrom. This ought to be 
avoided, on account of the evil consequences which might follow. But how? There 
can only be one safe way of avoiding it. This is the removal of those generals who, 
by their incompetency, have not been able to prevent the robbing and murdering ex- 
pedition of Quantrill. This hits Ewing above all. His speedy removal, and the ap- 
pointment in his place of an able, energetic man, who would pay no attention to the 
secesh sympathizers, and who would value the general interests of the people and of 
the Union more than the particular interest of some slaveholders, should be the very 
first step taken. 

If such a horrible outrage as the one committed in Lawrence cannot convince the 
National Government that the political and military control of Missouri is perfectly 
insufficient, and rests in wrong hands, we would like to ask what more must yet hap- 
pen to produce that conviction? Shall stillmore innocent victimsfall? The National 
Government is in danger of losing the control over the war in Western Missouri and 
Western Kansas altogether, unless it interferes immediately, and unless it inaugurates 
thorough reforms. The Government cannot possibly expect that those citizens who 
depended on its protection, and have been so terribly aroused from their illusion, shall 
now again consent to be deceived, and once more expose their habitations to pillage 
and murder. They must and will help themselves until the Government proves, by 
the appointment of new commanders, and by energetic action against the guerrilla 
and robber bands, that its officers here can and will protect the Union men. 


The Neue Zeit remarks on the terrible condition of affairs in Western 
Missouri: 


The border war is again raging with all its horrors. The people ofiKansas are less 
inclined than any other people to be quietly butchered. They want revenge for 
Lawrence, and unfortunately they must have it. Blood has already begun to flow in 
streams, and we Missourians can this time scarcely complain, in view of Schofield’s 
and Ewing’s imbecility. In Kansas, the policy of Brown, Hunter, and Blunt lives in 
the hearts of the whole people. Misfortune hardens and excites to violence and self- 
defense. 


In reply to the charge of the Union, that the radical agitation is not 
an agitation against slavery but against the emancipation ordinance, 
and that the Jacobins do not at all desire the abolition of slavery, the 
Neue Zeit says: 


Areal agitation against slavery, pure and simple, we indeed believe is scarcely 
necessary any more at present. Nobody dares to speak openly in its defense, even 
those who three years ago would have condemned every one to the gallows who had 
dared to say a word against it. Thus far the world is finally advanced, and it would 
be nonsense, therefore, to thrash such empty straw, and to masticate again food that 
had once been digested. It is also certainly true that our agitation is against the lie 
or sham emancipation ordinance of the disgraceful convention. For it is on that very 
account that we demand a new convention. But are we, therefore, altogether against 
emancipation itself? Truly, an emancipation which does not even dare to show itself 
to the people cannot be worth anything; and an emancipation which begins with 
disfranchising the people, merely to save a semblance of life, can neither demand any 
consideration from the people. But as far as our demand for the abolition of slavery 
is concerned, a subject which Mr. Grissom never dared to speak about a short time 
ago, why, he will learn more about it when the next convention meets, for it stands 
written in the eternal stars that the Jacobins will elect a new convention. We will 
see then what grimaces the miserable rabble will make who now tremble at the mere 
mention of agitation, and who shrink from no lie which they can use against it. 


* From the Missouri Republican, August 28, 1863. 
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{Inclosure No. 5.] 


SPIRIT OF THE GERMAN PRESS.* 


The editors of our Saint Louis radical papers having blessed the Jef- 
ferson City-convention with their presence for the past few days, thus 
placing us sadly in want of radical editorials, we gain time to get a look 
again at the ultra rabidly radical Quincy Tribune, one of the few thor- 
oughly outspoken radical papers not ashamed to speak what it thinks 
at heart. The Quincy Tribune holds President Lincoln responsible for 
our Missouri troubles, and wants the radicals to tell Mr. Lincoln so, and 
not to cheat him and themselves by professing friendship for him. The 
Tribune is a foe to all dissimulation and hypocrisy, and thinks “honesty 
is the best policy.” Hence it opposes the President quite as bitterly as 
the “Copperheads ;” a position in which it is supported by Carl Heinzen’s 
Pioneer, and one or two other ultra-radical journals. Speaking about 
the Springfield and Jefferson City meetings, the Tribune remarks: 


In the interior, the German radical papers are violently agitating against Governor 
Gamble. The Hermann Volksblatt has the following article: 

Mr. Gamble is just now busy-to create a standing army for his own use, to carry out his commands 
and drive the radicals away from Missouri; but he has made his calculation this time without consid- 
ering the people, and though he would like to play emperor well enough, the submissive subjects are 
wanting. The whole militia, as it now consists, is based on an ordinance of October 17, 1861. The first 

aragraph says: f ; 

i ‘All able-bodied free white male inhabitants of this State between the age of eighteen and forty- 
five years shall be liable to military duty under this ordinance, and, when enrolled, shall constitute and 
be known and designated as the ‘ Missouri State Militia.’ ” 


From this we see that the enrollment is authorized, and that it extends to all. Hence 
we also advise everybody to be enrolled. But to be enrolled means merely to be in- 
scribed on the lists, just as is now done by the United States Government. Enrolling 
means on no account to enter into active service. Paragraph III says: 


The commander-in-chief shall have power to call troops into actual service by volunteer enlistments, 
according to such regulations as he may prescribe. 


We ask our readers to read this clause once again. Voluntary enlistments! Say, 
who of youis voluntarily ready to carry a gun for Gamble and slavery? We donot 
speak of the time when Poindexter, Cobb, and Porter devastated the country. At 
that time, July 22, 1862, when General Schofield issued his Orders, No. 19, and re- 
quested us to enlist for the extermination of the guerrillas, we did so cheerfully. 
Duty demanded it of every citizen. And in Orders, No. 22, of July 27, 1862, he re- 
peated that this order contemplated only voluntary organizations. Now, attention 
citizens! This ordinance as specified above is the only authority for the calling out 
of the militia. But is it calleda voluntary enlistment when Colonel, Captain, and State 
Senator Sitton overruns the country with 20 men, and tears away the victims of bis 
Gamble despotism from their beds? We maintain that nobody, positively nobody, 
can be forced to do active service in the Enrolled Militia, or in the newly invented 
provisional regiments. Werepeat, nobody. And yet these gentlemen do it, as if they 
were Prussian gensdarmes or Russian Cossacks. What can be doneinthiscase? Two 
things: First, to submit and cry hurrah for the new Emperor Gamble; or, secondly, 
to call upon the laws for protection, and to destroy the arbitrary rule of the Gamble 
soldiers by the power of the law. Attention therefore! We appeal to the law, so that 
none of the miserable creatures of last May will send a lying translation again to the 
cotton general. Every one who is forced, or who is to be forced, to enter the militia 
or the provisional regiments against his free will, is deprived of his liberty without 
authority of law, and in violation of thelaw. Every judge has the power to prohibit 
this. Let people get up a petition, by a lawyer, if possible, directed to the judge (in 
our district to Judge James W. Owens), in which petition the name of the officer must 
be given who deprives the party concerned, of his liberty and imprisons him against 
the law. The judge will thereupon issue a writ of habeas corpus. He must do so, for 


the law commands him to do it. This command must be obeyed immediately with- 


out excuse, and whoever refuses is liable to one year’s imprisonment or a fine of $500. 


Next, the judge must investigate whether the law permits or whether there is a legal 
reason for such infringement of personal liberty ; and if he finds none, he orders the 
party concerned to be released, We know that Judge Owens knows the law, and 
does not fear to execute it against violators of high or low position—against despots 
a la Gamble and Sitton quite as well as against the burglar who breaks into a house. 


* From the Missouri Republican, September 4, 1863. 
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{Inclosure No. 6.] 
THE BORDER WAR QUESTION.* 


There is serious trouble threatening upon the border, or, rather, the 
complication grows hourly more alarming. General Schofield has taken 
@ position likely to involve the gravest consequences, unless the Presi- 
dent promptly interferes by putting another and competent man in his 
place. It is our candid belief that a new commander, who would enjoy 
the respect and confidence of the people of Kansas and of his own troops, 
could reconcile-all difficulty without a collision ; but at the same time it 
is our equally settled belief that General Schofield, who enjoys the con- 
fidence of neither Kansians nor loyal Missourians, can do nothing to 
stay the conflict. So far as he has moved in the matter, his course bas 
been calculated only to complicate.and aggravate existing difficulties. 
He has proven himself to be a mere automaton in the hands of a set of 
pro-slavery and semi-disloyal Missouri politicians, who are moving him 
in opposition to the loyal sentiment of his department, and seeking to 
use him as a breakwater between rebels and the wrath of the loyalists 
of Kansas and Western Missouri, which, aroused by a thousand out- 
rages, has at last been goaded to madness by the massacre at Lawrence. . 
Such is the position occupied by General Schofield to-day. By his last 
order, and his telegram to Governor Hall, hereafter quoted, he has as- 
sumed the task of protecting Quantrill, his associates and sympathizers, 
from the punishment threatening them from Kansas. That, although his 
action is predicated upon another pretext (shielding the State of Missouri 
from invasion), is the effect. In the name of the State of Missouri he 
has become the bushwhackers’ champion. The influences which have 
brought about this state of things are well understood. For several days 
before General Schofield took any public action-in reference to these 
matters, the conservative or, more properly speaking, Copperhead press 
of this city was loud in denunciation of General Ewing’s order for the 
cleaning out of the disloyal population of Jackson, Cass, Bates, and 
Vernon Counties, and demanded that the people of that district should 
be protected from the Kansians. This was indicative of the policy 
about to be pursued, for it has been quite noticeable that all of Scho- 
field’s leading orders have been preceded by a demand for them by the 
Copperhead press. In addition to. this, it is known that Governor Hall 
has strongly urged the revocation of Ewing’s order, having come to this 
city to confer with Schofield upon the subject. The ground taken by 
Hall and politicians of his school in reference to rebels is well known. 
Without, perhaps, fully sympathizing with their views, they seek to pro- 
tect rebels and invite them into the State. The secret of the whole mat- 
ter is, they want their votes. We have no doubt that Hall is largely 
responsible for the course Schofield has pursued, if not the author of 
his plan. Schofield’s telegram shows that the two are acting in concert. 
The plan is for Schofield to supersede Ewing, as his superior officer, and 
thus silently ignore the latter’s order, while the rebels of Jackson, Cass, 
Bates, and Vernon Counties are protected from the Kansians by Ied- 
eral bayonets. Thus are the followers and sympathizers of Quantrill 
to be protected in consideration of the political support they are ex- 
pected to give the Copperhead provisional government of Gamble, Hall 
& Co. The Federal authority in the hands of General Schofield is to 
be the shield thrown over them. 

With regard to this thing of “ invasion,” we have a word to say. It 
is the favorite word with the Copperheads. General Schofield, in his 
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dispatch to Governor Hall, lays particular stress upon it. That dis- 
patch is as follows: 

Kansas City, Mo., September 4. 
Governor Hay: 


There will be no invasion of Missouri by the people of Kansas. The Governor and 
the people of Missouri may be perfectly at ease on that subject. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Whatever relief the assurance of General Schofield may afford Gov- 

ernor- Hall and the rebels, the loyal people of Missouri were not particu- 
larly alarmed at the prospect of an invasion before. They knew well 
enough that, however the contemplated act of the people of Kansas in 
following the destroyers of Lawrence upon Missouri’s soil might techni- 
cally be regarded, no invasion, in the true sense of the term, was de- 
signed. No war upon the State, no attack upon its sovereignty, no 
act of hostility to the great: body of its people was meant. War, they 
knew, was intended against a class of men who are Missourians, it is 
true—not because they are Missourians, nor because they are to be found 
upon Missouri’s soil, but because they are criminals, and dangerous to 
the public peace, and who would be pursued just as eagerly if they were 
to be found in any other State. These men, too, they knew, although 
nominally Missourians, are just as much enemies of the State of Mis- 
souri as of Kansas. They are rebels—men who have forfeited the pro- 
tection of their rightful government by making war upon it. If aman 
were to pursue a wolf which had destroyed his flocks upon his neigh- 
‘bor’s premises, he would be a trespasser, unquestionably ; but who 
would think of holding him responsible for a trespasser’s crime? In 
this sense, precisely, have the people of Kansas contemplated becoming 
invaders of Missouri. 

We do not justify the threats of Lane and his associates. They 
should ask the Government to punish the murderers of Lawrence, in- 
stead of taking vengeance into their own hands. If the Government 
refused, the case might be different. The circumstance which comes 
the nearest to their justification is the Government placing over this 
department a man like Schofield, to whose policy of friendship to the 
rebels the Lawrence affair is legitimately attributable, and permitting 
him to remain in office one hour after it happened. This latter act 
looks as if the Government were determined to justify Schofield’s policy, 
and not allow Quantrill and his men to be punished, as we have no idea 
they will be if Schofield is leftin command. But whether Lane and his 
associates have contemplated a justifiable act or not is not now the 
question. It is how to preserve order upon the border without letting 
guilty men go unpunished. This question is, to our minds, of easy 
solution. Let a man be placed in command in whose disposition and 
capacity to punish rebels in Missouri the men of Kansas will have con- 
fidence, for this is all the Kansians want, and we need have no further 
trouble about invasion. That man, however, is not General Schofield. 
Him the people of Kansas do not respect nor the rebels of Missouri 
fear. For him to go to the border now, looked upon as he is as the 
party really responsible for the blood of Lawrence, and to talk and 
threaten, as he has been doing, is, of all things, the most likely to in- 
flame passion and provoke collision. If the President or any other ofti- 
cial is responsible for sending him there at this time, we can scarcely 
regard him otherwise than as guilty of acrime. Nothing shows how 
utterly he misunderstands the position of things about him, and his 
duty with reference to them, than his bombastic, egotistical, and ab- 
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surd telegram to Governor Hall, above quoted. “There will be no 
invasion of Missouri by the people of Kansas,” says he, thus libeling 
the whole people of Kansas, as contemplating an act of ‘ invasion,” 
the levying of war against Missouri, and intimating that he, “J. M. 
Schofield, major-general,” is able to thrash the entire population of 
Kansas. ‘The Governor and the people of Missouri may be perfectly 
at ease on that subject,” he continues, just as if there existed a cause 
of war between “the people” of Kansas and “the people” of Missouri— 
just as if it needed some great man like himself to stand between 
them, and keep them from engaging in deadly conflict. No, General 
Schofield, there is no cause of quarrel between the people of Kansas 
and the people of Missouri. The loyal men of both States are living 
upon the best of terms, and there would not be the least danger of war 
between them if you and all other major-generals were in Guinea. The 
only conflict is between loyal men and traitors. The idea of a war be- 
tween the people of the two States is only the dream of certain semi- 
rebel demagogues, who would seem to be your counselors. It is what 
they wish to bring about. Yet, notwithstanding the loyal men of Kan- 
sas and Missouri are upon the best terms, we look with most serious 
apprehensions to the border. As matters stand, we scarcely see how a 
collision is to be avoided. Lane and his men are evidently determined 
to assemble, and Schofield has declared they shall not cross the line. 
If there is anything which will induce them to attempt it, it is because 
General Schofield is the man who says they shall not do so, and because , 
of his manner of saying it. Bloodshed will be solely attributable to his 
blundering. A prudent and sensible man in his place, we have no 
doubt, could allay all difficulty. If blood is shed, it will lie at the Presi- 
dent’s door. He has had sufficient warning before this time of the ab- 
solute necessity for a change of commander in this department. He 
was warned, before he appointed Schofield to the position he holds the 
second time, of the probable consequences, in words and from sources 
which ought to have commanded respect. He then refused to listen to 
language which has proved all but prophetic, because it “ tormented” him. 
Whether he has Jearned anything about the condition of Missouri and 
Kansas from recent events remains to be seen. There is this one thing 
we would impress upon the loyal men of Missouri, if a conflict of arms 
should grow out of the border complications as it now stands, viz, that 
not being in any way responsible for its origin, they are under no obli- 
gation in any way to become participants. If our State authorities 
think they can engage the masses of the loyal men of Missouri in a 
struggle with their brethren of Kansas, for the sake of shielding bush- 
whackers and building up a conservative pro-slavery political party in 
Missouri, they are vastly deceived. We merely state a fact when we 
say that almost every Union man from the threatened district with 
whom we have conversed expresses the determination, if the fight 
comes, to be found on the side of Lane. 


{Inclosure No. 7.] 
SPIRIT OF THE GERMAN PRESS.* 


In another place the Neue Zeit says: 


In spite of General Schofield, thé Paola military rendezvous takes place to-day, 
September 8, on the Kansas border. Our lamb-hearted general has promised to be 
present, in order to pacify Lane and Jennison, and to prevent an invasion of Mis- 
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souri. He has even already assured Governor Hall that no such invasion shall take 
place. But we must have a very poor knowledge of these Kansas people if they bow 
to his will, unless he has proved to them by the punishment of Quantrill and his 
people that he has the intention as well as the power to restore quiet and security in 
Missouri. Missouri must even demand, in the interest of her own honor, that Quan- 
trill be found in some way or another, and tied up to the first tree. As long as this is 
not done, Schofield ought certainly not to say anything, since he appears until then as 
the most incapable of all incapables, if not even as an accomplice. 


There seems to be only one opinion amongst the German radical pa- 
pers in regard to the Springfield convention, and that is one of extreme 
dissatisfaction. The Illinois Staats Zeitung literally denounces Senator 
Trumbull and the other politicians who took active part in that meeting 
to defeat the resolutions of sympathy with the Missouri radicals, while 
the Quincy Tribune goes as far as to say-: 


Our readers can convince themselves by the report of the meeting that the whole 
maneuver was only intended to be a puff for President Lincoln, or rather to have him 
credit the leaders of that meeting with this puff gotten up for his benefit. This seems 
also to have been the reason why the Germans passed separate resolutions, which 
contained a kind of protest, though a very lame and invalid one, against the reso- 
lutions of the main meeting, but which are otherwise also empty. ‘The party repre- 
sented at Springfield will not save the country, and it may soon be asked whether the 
radicals have no sufficient provocation to justify a closer alliance with the Copper- 
heads, and thus at least to shake off all responsibility for a support of this hopeless 
administration. 


A long communication in the Westliche Post is equally bitter in de- 
nouncing that convention and its resolutions. The writer ridicules the — 
statement of the Springfield correspondent of the Missouri Democrat, 
that Lllinois, first in war,is also first in diplomacy ; compares the pro- 
ceedings of the Springfield with those of the Jefferson City convention, 
and draws the conclusion that the former are exceedingly lame, and 
that the whole meeting was called together for no other purpose than 
to nominate Mr. Lincoln in his own home for the next Presidency. The 
article concludes thus: 


Let the Messrs. diplomats of [llinois know once for all that Missouri has no desire 
whatever to try Mr. Lincoln again. He has disgracefully deserted his friends in Mis- 
souri; he exercises his whole influence to overthrow their healthy policy ; he protects 
rebels and persecutes Union men because they are radical; he gives the usurper 
Gamble unheard-of despotic power, and drives away his own friends in order to make 
room for pro-slavery men; he insults the only true Union men and coquets with thor- 
ough secessionists ; hence he need not be astonished if his former friends desert him 
also. With the consent of Missouri, Mr. Lincoln cannot again mount the Presidential 
chair. That other diplomats, like the prophetic Seward, or the many sided Blairs, 
have to expect still less from Missouri, it is unnecessary to mention. The Pathfinder 
has first opened the road of emancipation on the 31st of August, 1861; he has indi- 
cated the way in which to restore a Union of free States on the 4th of March, 1865. 


The Post also has the following: 
KANSAS AND SCHOFIELD. 


General Schofield telegraphs to Governor Hall that no invasion of the Kansas peo- 

ple need be feared, and yet he has issued an order calling on the militia of both States 
' toremain in their respective borders. Why, then, does General Schofield not telegraph 
or proclaim at the same time that he has inaugurated preparations to make for the 
future all such disgraceful invasions as that of Quantrill into Kansas an impossibil- 
ity, and that he will exert all his energies to punish the persons concerned in this 
outrage and the secessionists of the border counties in such a manner for all time to 
come that they will never again think of new invasions? Does Mr. Schofield believe 
ies he can keep the Kansas Unionists by his order from exercising the right of self- 
defense ? ; 

What has Kansas not had to suffer from these border counties? All the sorrows 
she has experienced, all the battles which she has had to fight for her existence as a 
free State, down to the Sicilian Vespers of Lawrence, are essentially to be ascribed to 
the slaveholders’ aristocracy of those border counties, The inhabitants of that dis- 


Cuar. XXXIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. BOO 


trict are, in their overwhelming majority, men who share completely the views of Jeff. 
Davis and the worst secessionists in South Carolina and Mississippi. This Mr. Scho- 
field as an eld Missourian could not be ignorant of, and hence it was his duty to have 
a sharp lookout kept on these counties, and to place them under the command of a 
careful, energetic general. To his neglect to do so the Lawrence affair must be par- 
ticularly attributed. Nevertheless, Mr. Schofield permits the incapable Ewing to 
remain in office, and we hear of no other measure which he himself hasresolved upon 
to punish the criminals except an order from Ewing banishing a number of fami- 
lies from the State—a measure the expediency of which is very problematical. But 
Mr. Schofield is, on the other hand, very much afraid that the terrible Lane may in- 
vade the border counties, and give the secessionists there a lesson which they may 
not so easily forget. If Mr. Schofield, however, adopts no measures which will guar- 
antee security to the Union men of Kansas and Missouri, how can he expect that these 
men will respeci his orders and not procure such guarantees themselves ? 

Mr. Schofield has no moral right to prohibit this, unless he himself gives the secesh 
rabble this necessary lesson; unless he disarms them, imprisons the most influential, 
and hangs every one who has been concerned in the invasion. As long as he does not 
do this, he has no right to issue such prohibitions, which, under these circumstances, 
appear simply as a satire on the right of self-defense. 


[Inclosure No. 8.] 
SPIRIT OF THE GERMAN PRESS.* 


The Westliche Post says: 
f THE LOYAL BORDER RUFFIANS IN KANSAS. « 


We must confess history often makes very bitter satires. Jean Paul says humor 
is the sublime reversed, and thus we might say that our misery and our trouble ends 
with a farce—with a murkyish comedy, which, like the clowns in Shakespeare’s_ 
dramas, only relieves by its folly so much more vividly the dark background. Such 
a clown is now General Schofield, who has taken it into his head to pacify the people 
of Kansas and of Lawrence. We must remind the general, on this occasion, that 
there are many other things between heaven and earth than army regulations, and 

that the revenge-thirsty widows of Lawrence, and all other citizens who have lost 
their fathers, sons, and friends, will not permit themselves to be regulated by any 
paper ordinance whatever. Only consider the bitter dramatic irony of the drama in 
which assuredly many fools figure. The case stands thus: In a certain night the 
citizens of Lawrence are attacked and murdered, their houses burned down, and évery 
feeling heart in the country is horrified at such an unheard-of deed; but neither Mr. 
Lincoln nor Mr. Schofield have known anything about the matter. Mr. Lincoln has 
not even the courage to address a letter of condolence to the deserted widows and 
orphans of Lawrence. But General Schofield goes to the border as a pacificator, and 
his first action is an ordinance for the protection of the bushwhackers in Missouri, 
for he says ‘‘The militia of Kansas must not cross the border of Missouri.’”? The 
blood of every friend of humanity must boil in his veins when he witnesses such 
cold-blooded cowardice and reads such miserable trash. We maintain that by this 
absurd ordinance General Schofield has made himself the accomplice and protector 
of the bushwhackers. The loyal conspiracy develops itself daily more; the men of 
“law and order” are those who have been from the first the right hand of the reac- 
_ tionaries, the parasites of our party; the fellows who eat from Uncle Sam’s pocket 
while they fight against the interests of the true party of freedom; that half-blooded, 
mongrel race of men who have no particular creed whatever, and only lean to that 
side where success seems to beckon and where no danger is to be feared. Such are 
now our Union men a la Gamble and Schofield. Such are the men who want to raise 
the flag of peace on the blood-drenched border of Kansas, in order to protect the 
rebels from a just revenge. Every brave heart of the Kansas patriots is filled with 
grief, and their faith in the existence of liberty must vanish more every day that this 
disgraceful government continues. 


{Inclosure No. 9.] 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN. 


A class of journals, in the interest of the provisional State govern- 
ment, has recently assumed to brand certain loyal citizens of Missouri, 
who have united in a movement for the choice of State officers in the 

usual manner at the ballot-box, as ‘‘conspirators.” The parties thus de- 
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nounced are men who have an unquestionable right to vote, and have 
always been true to the Government. They are opposed to the provis- 
ional government on the grounds of principle and poliey; seek to ex- 
change it for another in a perfectly loyal and constitutional mode, and 
for this purpose have publicly met and openly organized into a party to 
accomplish their aim by political action. For this they are charged with 
conspiracy against the government of which Hamilton R. Gamble is 
the head. A charge so remarkable would not certainly be made in the 
face of an intelligent community unless there is something underlying 
it not patent to the public eye. It is a fact, in the statement of which 
we think the people of Missouri at large will agree with us, that there 
are certain movements now on foot under the auspices of the present 
provisional government which are not understood by the masses. AJ, 
perhaps, have a general idea, and yet few, we imagine, fully understand, 
in its real dimensions, the singular circumstance that our present State 
government is silently and actively engaged in organizing, equipping, 
and arming a formidable standing army, and this without giving the 
public the least intimation of the fact in any public order, and, so far 
as we are advised, without warrant of law of any kind. Not the least 
remarkable thing about the movement is the means resorted to in order 
to secure the material of which this army is being composed. All have 
heard something about provisional regiments, but few understand ex- 
actly what is meant. For the enlightenment of all parties interested, it 
should be known that the provisional government is forming these regi- 
ments all over the State, making a formidable aggregate force, officer- 
ing, arming, and equipping them as regular soldiers in the State service. 
The means chiefly resorted to, to collect the men composing them, is con- 
scription. The men wanted as soldiers seem to be selected according to 
no fixed rule, and, if unwilling to enter the service, are forced into it at the 
point of the bayonet. Under what law, State or National, this is done 
we’ know not, as we have been unable to find any, and the best of lawyers 
to whom we have applied have been unable to inform us of any. It is 
proper to add that the men thus conscripted are usually taken from the 
ranks of the Enrolled Militia, at the pleasure, we believe, of officers in 
command ; are then armed and equipped with munitions furnished by 
the General Government to supply the Enrolled Militia, and are then 
officered by such persons as the State government sees fit to place over 
them. It thus happens that the men have no choice in becoming soldiers, 
nor in selecting the officers who shall command them after they are 
soldiers. 

Now, a proceeding of so remarkable a character to be going onin our 
midst may well elicit inquiry. It may be thought, and an impression of 
that kind has doubtless to some extent prevailed, that this is merely a 
perfecting of the Enrolled Militia system. Such, however, is not the 
case. The provisional regiments and the Enrolled Militia differ most 
essentially. It will be recollected that, under the orders under which the 
Enrolled Militia was organized, the citizens were assured there was no 
disposition to interfere with their regular pursuits beyond the service 
required in the protection of their homes. It was, furthermore, given out 
that, the enrollment being general, the burden of any service required 
would come equally upon all. So far from this being the case with the 
provisional regiments, they are organized with a view to constant, active 
service, and their members are selected out from among the mass of 
citizens equally liable, and specially assigned to duty. We ever un- 
derstood that there existed any other authority for the creation of the 
Enrolled Militia than the dictum of the commanding general, but the 
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fact of its uniform operation prevented it from becoming the subject of 
_ serious complaint. 

What the legal status of these regiments will be when organized be- 
comes an interesting question. They are not United States troops, and 
can draw no pay from the General Government, nor do we know of 
any law which recognizes them as State troops. It is given out, we 
believe—it is the talk in certain circles—that the Legislature is ex- 
pected next winter, by an act then to be passed, to legalize the organi- 
zation of these regiments and the proceedings which have led to their 
formation. This may, possibly, account for the somewhat singular cir- 
cumstance that not one of these regiments, so far as we can learn, has 
been organized without including some member of the present State sen- 
ate or house of representatives among its officers. It is perfectly safe to 
say that, unless the Legislature hereafter does something in the prem- 
ises, such as we have stated, not an officer or man in one of these regi- 
ments will ever get one cent of pay for his services, which must, in any 
event, come out of the treasury, or rather be predicated upon the credit 
of the State. Now, in view of this extraordinary proceeding, conducted 
with so much secrecy and cunning, we hold that the people of Missouri 
have a right to inquire, what does it mean? They have a right to ask 
under what law, warrant, or authority is this thing being done—what 
is the object in view—and they should insist upon clear, full, and un- 
equivocal answers being given. We think we know what will be the 
answer as to the object of these organizations. It will be stated to be 
the defense of Union men against guerrillas and other rebels. But if 
our State authorities are so anxious to protect Union men, we ask why 
they have exerted themselves so actively, as the fact is, to have the 
regular volunteer troops of the United States, who were sent here for 
that very purpose, removed from the State, and who were paid by the 
United States, thus imposing the duty and the danger upon citizens of 
Missouri, to be performed without pay, or the pay to come out of their 
own pockets. 

As to the law of the case, we understand the statute passed by the 
Claib. Jackson Legislature, under which such gatherings as Camp Jack- 
son were organized, is understood to be still in force; but this only 
provides for the organization of a volunteer militia, while it is well 
known that but few members of the provisional regiments have volun- 
teered. They have generally been detailed or conscripted, and without 
a resort to this process of enlistment not one of these regiments could 
have been formed. 

Connected with this subject are several things of striking significance 
to be considered. Oneis the name of these regiments—Provisional—the 
same as the distinctive name of the present State government, carrying 
the idea, by implication, that they belong especially to it; another is 
the manner in which they are officered. “Friends—we might, in many 
instances, say creatures—of the provisional government are alone put 
in command. Then, in connection with these facts, showing that this 
military force is thus being sought to be made utterly subservient to 
the provisional government, we have the fact, first stated by us, that 
the organs of this government charge all who seek to oust this govern- 
ment, in the legal and usual mode of the ballot-box, with being “ con- 
spirators ;” that is, men who are seeking to do a thing which will not be 
allowed, but will be forcibly resisted. When we consider, further, that 
_the provisional government was not created in the legal and usual mode 
of the ballot-box; that it was, at least in the form of its origin, usurp- 
atory ; that it has already perpetuated itself long beyond the time for 
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which it was at first understood to be created, and is to-day holding 
power with a grave question hanging over it, whether its existence is © 
not in defiance of the constitution of the State, the things we have sug- © 
gested are certainly worthy of being considered, not in excitement and 
passion, but calmly and solemnly. 

The committee appointed by the late People’s Convention at Jefferson 
City to visit Washington, in addition to its other duties, should learn 
of the President whether he has given the provisional government of 
Missouri any authority or sanction for the creation of the army alluded 
to. In addition to this, it becomes the solemn duty of every citizen of 
Missouri at once to inquire, What does it mean? 


[Inclosure No. 10.] 
JUDGE MILLER’S DECISION. 


JEFFERSON Crry, Mo., September 10, 1863. 
Editors Missourt Democrat : 


In your paper of the 9th instant I noticed an editorial headed ‘‘ The 
Enrolled Militia,” and having reference to a habeas corpus case recently 
tried in this city. Having personally participated in the trial, I respect- 
fully ask permission to correct misapprehensions you seem to be labor- 
ing under, and to state concisely the conclusions arrived at by his honor 
Judge Miller. 

The issues raised in the pleading by the applicants for the benefit of 
the writ of habeas corpus were: First, the legality of the Enrolled Mi- 
litia organizations of the State; second, the legality ofthe so-called 
provisional regiments of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, and, third, the 
legality of General Orders, No. 14, of the commander-in-chief, dated 
April 23, 1863, which required all persons liable to be detailed for active 
service, and desiring to obtain exemptions from military service under 
the act of the last General Assembly by the payment of a commutation 
tax, to make such payment before they were detailed for service. I de- 
sire to say that his honor Judge Miller affirmed each and every one of 
these propositions, declaring that the Enrolled Missouri Militia organi- 
zation was legal aud constitutional; that the provisional regiments 
were legal and constitutional, and that General Orders, No. 14, was 
a legal order, and must be obeyed. 

Upon these findings the judge dismissed the petition for the writ, and 
remanded the prisoners to the military authorities, to be dealt with by 
the military tribunals. 

You will please publish this note, and oblige, yours, &c., 

W. M. SMALLWOOD. 


[Inclosure No. 11.] 


THE DRAFT IN SAINT LOUIS.* 


For a day or two past the work of making soldiers nolens volens has 
been going on quite briskly. Many of our citizens who two days ago 
scarcely dreamed of war, except as they read the dispatches in the 
morning papers over their hot coffee and cakes, have suddenly, in the © 
twinkling of an eye, found themselves metamorphosed into warriors. 
How or for what purpose the change has been accomplished many are 
utterly unable to divine. No public order was issued, no announcement 
of a cause for this singular proceeding made. Orders were privately 
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issued by the general commanding the militia of the district to his sub- 
ordinates to assemble their commands forthwith, that a detail might be 
made for immediate service, and upon the regiments being assembled 

- the work of detailing began. We have heard no particular complaint on 
account of the mode of selection. The great inquiry has been: what the 
movement means. About this there is a mystery which those in au- 

thority have not seen fit to clear up. The general impression is that the. 
calling out of the militia at this time, and the detailing of two or three 
provisional regiments for duty, has some connection with the threatened 
movement of Jim Lane on the border; in other words, that our con- 

servative military chieftains had got a big panic on them, lest the great 
Kansian and his followers, if permitted to come over the border, might, in 

cleaning out rebels, not be disposed to make nice distinctions, and clean 

them (the conservatives) out too. It might, therefore, be considered 
policy for these parties to surround themselves with radical body- 

guards, as the masses of the militia are pretty much all radicals, for 
the purpose of meeting “ the invasion.” Be this as it may, the Kansas 

question is generally supposed to have some connection with the draft, 

and is in consequence freely discussed. We have heard of but one con- 

clusion among the privates, which is, that if there is to be a fight with 

Jim Lane, and they have to be in it, they will be on Lane’s side. Such 

is the expression of more than nine-tenths of the “‘ conscripts.” To any 

casual observer it is apparent that the most popular man in this corner 
of the Department of Missouri at the present time is Lane, as the most’ 
unpopular is Schofield. As the absurdity of opposing any such element 

as this draft has collected in any way to Lane and his rebel-killers is so 

apparent, this movement has been met with better temper than might, 

perhaps, have been anticipated. Our authorities, however, have com- 

mitted a great mistake in preserving any mystery about the matter. 


{Inclosure No. 12. ] 
WHAT IT MEANS.* 


In the absence of any explanation from responsible sources of the 
movement by which hundreds of our citizens are being forced away 
from their homes and business, put into the ranks with muskets in their 
hands, and marched off into camp, the Missouri Republican undertakes 
to clear up the mystery. [ts account of the matter is, that General 
Steele is hard pressed in Arkansas, and the movement among the militia 
here looks to his relief. But, if so, why is it that some time has elapsed 
since this fact waS8 known to the military authorities, for preparations 
for calling out the militia were instituted days ago, and the public should 
have no inkling of the news? Why is it that we are told by the tele- 
graph, through channels which appear to be reliable, that the rebels 
have already evacuated Little Rock and are in full retreat before Steele 
and Davidson? How happens it that the enemy were defeated ina 
very strong position at the Bayou Metaire [Meto], which is understood 
to command Little Rock, by Davidson alone? In case General Steele 
is in danger, why is it that re-enforcements are not sent up by Grant 
from Vicksburg and Helena, which are points much more accessible to 
Steele than Saint Louis, and where large forces are understood to be 
lying idle? Why, in that condition of things, is General Schofield, who 
commands the Enrolled Missouri Militia, and from whom the order for 
the draft must have come, not down on the Arkansas line looking after 
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the real point of danger and weakness, instead of spending his time to 
no profit on the Kansas line? Why is all this silence and mystery pre- 
served? Ifa Union army is really in peril, and our help is needed for 
its safety, it seems to us the true policy would be to say so, and appeal 
to the patriotism of Union men to the rescue. There would be no diffi- 
culty in that case. The citizens of Saint Louis would then turn out 
cheerfally and do their duty toa man. The course of concealment and 
mystification, which our military authorities are pursuing in this mat- 
ter, is just the thing to prevent that result and breed difficulty. 

This story about Steele may be true. It has been given out in an ~ 
irresponsible way for several days—ever since the draft began. We 
confess it looks very much like a mere pretext. 

Another very singular thing is that the militia are not called out in 
regiments and companies, as they are already organized and prepared 
for service, as would be the case were the emergency pressing, but they 
are called out by draft to form provisional regiments, a force yet to be 
organized. 

These are things to which our State and military authorities cannot 
expect the people to shut their eyes. There are several things about 
these provisional regiments which need ventilation, and they will get it. 


{Inclosure No. 13.] 
SPIRIT OF THE GERMAN PRESS.* 


The Neue Zeit has a long article on the provisional regiments and the 
Enrolled Militia, in which it says: 


It is, indeed, hard to decide what is more to be admired, the shameless impudence 
with which the provisional State government of Missouri, in absolute defiance of all 
constitutional enactments and all existing laws, seeks to lead the people by the nose, 
or the patience and forbearance with which the people submit to such swindles. Itis 
now a considerable time since those citizens of Missouri who do not belong to the volun- 
teer regiments in the service of the United States have been bothered with military sery- 
ices asso-called Enrolled Missouri Militia, after Governor Gamble had succeeded in his 
incessant endeavors to remove almost all United States troops of volunteer regiments 
in the service of the United States from Missouri. The people of Missouri, in their 
exceedingly pure and generous devotion to the cause of the common country, did not 
take time to reflect about the right or wrong of a measure concocted by the State 
government, if only its necessity for the general welfare wasadvanced as the motive. 
Thus the citizens of Saint Louis have repeatedly, for instance, left their business and 
their families, and, following the call of the Governor, however hateful he must be 
to every well-meaning citizen of Missouri, have taken up arms in the good faith that 
they made a sacrifice to the general weltare of the State. How the citizens of Mis- 
souri fulfill, under such circumstances, what they conceive to be their duty has béen 
amply demonstrated atthe time of Marmaduke’s invasion and on other occasions, 
and it places them beyond the possibility of suspicion for disloyalty. But if the 
Government, in scornful despotism, treads upon the rights of the people; if cireum- 
stances gain the appearance as if it were intended to create an armed power which 
might protect, in case of necessity, the self-constituted State government against the 
expressly declared will of the sovereign people of Missouri, it is not only the right 
but the duty of every citizento ask what right that government has to infringe thus 
upon that personal liberty of the citizen which the republic guarantees. The prin- 
ciple of general military duty is so old and of such universal application that 16 is 
not necessary to say a word about it; the difference is only in the execution of that 
principle, according to the political condition of each State. While in monarchies 
the will of the prince rules absolutely, in a republic it is the people who regulate 
their affairs by laws; and the executive power here called the Governor has no right 
to. assume a military power which the law does not confer upon him. How is it in 
this respect in Missouri? The first law we find in relation to this subject is in Article 
IV of the State constitution, and reads as follows: ; 


Secrion 1. Field officers and company officers shall be elected by the persons subject to militia 
duty within their respective commands. Brigadier-generals shall be elected by the field officers of 
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their respective brigades, and major-generals by the brigadiers and field officers of their respective 
divisions, until otherwise directed by law. 

Sec. 2. General-and field officers shall appoint their officers of the staff. 

Src. 3. The Governor shall appoint an Eajomit-phneeel and all other militia officers whose appoint- 
ments are not otherwise provided for in this constitution. 


As far as we know, no amendment to the constitution repealing these provisions has 
ever been made, and hence they are still in full force. Besidesthis, there are only two 
other laws on the subject, a law of December 31, 1859, as far as its terms do not con- 
flict with an ordinance of the convention, dated October 17, 1861, and this ordinance 
of October, 1861. These two laws agree in the most important point under discus- 
sion, the organization of the militia. 

Paragraph 2 of Article II of the law of 1859 says: 


The military forces of this State shall be raised and kept up by voluntary enlistment. . 


The ordinance of October, 1861, says: 


1. All able-bodied free white male inhabitants of this State between the ages of eighteen and forty- 
five years shall be liable to military duty under this ordinance, and, when enrolled, shall constitute and 
be known ard designated as the ‘‘ Missouri State Militia.” 

2. When the Missouri State Militia shall be called into the actual service of their State, the officers 
and men shall be subject to the same rules and regulations and articles of war that govern the armies 
of the United States. 


ORGANIZATION. 


3. The commander-in-chief shall have power to call troops into actual service by volunteer enlist- 
ments, according to such regulations as he may prescribe. 


How the State militia can be called into active service under these provisions, in 
the manner in which is now being attempted, we cannot conceive. Neither of the 
above laws mentioned one word of compuision, under penalty of a certain fine, for 
instance, much less of compulsion by brutal force of arms; and the only lawful means 
by which the Governor can call the militia into active service is by voluntary enlist- 
ments. The total disregard of the constitutional provision regarding the election of 
officers by the militia does not take away from the character of unlawfulness which 
colors the whole proceedings. Now, as far as the provisional regiments are concerned, 
we cannot hesitate to express our conviction that not a shadow of a legal pretext 
can be discovered which orders or merely permits the formation of such military 
organizations. Our limited space does not allow us to treat this important question 
as thoroughly as it should be treated, nor do we claim infallibility, We have merely 
taken pains to submit the legal question to the public, leaving the decision to our 
judicial authorities, who will, doubtless, conscious of their position as protectors of 
civil liberty, do their full duty whenever they are applied to. 


{Inclosure No. 14.] 


FROM JEFFERSON CITY—HIGHLY IMPORTANT DECISION OF JUDGE 
R. W. WELLS, OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICr COURT—THE 
ENROLLED MISSOURI MILITIA AND THE PROVISIONAL REGIMENTS 
AMENABLE TO THE UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES—HOW THE 
“TEADING LOYAL CITIZENS” OF JEFFERSON TALK. 


JEFFERSON Ciry, September 14, 1863. 


The United States district court has been in session the past week. 
The grand jury, having probably certain transactions in view, pro- 
pounded the following question to the court, Hon. R. W. Wells: 

“Ts the Enrolled Missouri Militia amenable to the United States 
authorities ?” 

The court having taken the question under advisement, and consulted 
the General Orders bearing on the subject, decided substantially as 
follows: 

The Enrolled Missouri Militia and the Provisional Army are in the 
actual service of the United States to all intents and purposes; they 
are under the command of the department commander, who is a United 
States officer, who has been, and stillis, issuing his orders to them; the 
United States clothe, feed, arm, and equip them, though they are paid 
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at present and preliminarily by the State, on account of no appropria- 
tion for them having been made by Congress. They are, individually 
and collectively, amenable to the United States authorities. 

I shall send you a copy of the decision as soon as obtainable. The 
results of it will be of immense importance. One of them will be that 
the United States court, being the highest appellate tribunal in the 
State, will exercise jurisdiction over the Enrolled Missouri Militia, of 
which until now there existed a doubt, and in our present state of 
troubles such protection from a power above the Gamble dynasty will 
be a very great relief for the oppressed people. 


[Inclosure No. 15.*] 


In the State of Missouri an army, consisting not of a few companies, 
but of many thousands of men, enough in the absence of the United 
States forces to conquer and hold the State, is. being organized by our 
State authorities. According to the best evidence we can get of the 
programme intended to be pursued, this force will not be less than 20,000 
or 25,000 men. Although, in some nominal sense, subject to United 
States authority, so completely is it under State control that not an offi- 
cer will it have who is not selected and appointed by the Governor of 
Missouri. Not long ago the commander of this department desired to — 
select a gentleman of superior qualifications to fill the office of provost- 
marshal-general of the State, and, although he claims to command this 
force, he was unable to appoint him to the position, because the Gov- 
ernor of Missouri refused to commission him to a place in the State 
army. So completely is this great aggregation of soldiers subject to 
the control of our State officials, in consequence of the power being 
lodged in them alone to officer it, that the Governor might place every 
regiment and company of it in the hands of enemies to the Federal 
Government. Not only do the State authorities furnish all the com- 
manders of this army, but they have given it their own distinctive name. 
The present government of Missouri is called the Provisional Govern- 
ment, and these troops are called the Provisional Army. Everything 
would seem to be done in its organization to give it a local cast, and to 
exclude from it as far as possible all idea of nationality. 

If the movement of Governor Seymour, in raising an army for the 
State of New York, is worthy of the General Government’s attention, 
how much more should the organization of eighteen or twenty provis- 
ional regiments in Missouri, to be officered exclusively by appointees of 
Governor Gamble’s relations, deserve its consideration! The elements 
in Missouri are certainly no more loyal and orderly than in New York, 
and Governor Gamble is not a whit more reliable in his attachment to 
the Union than Governor Seymour, if as much so. Governor Seymour 
has always been a semi-States’ rights man, which has always meant a 
semi-traitor, while Governor Gamble was at the commencement of the re- 
bellion a “conditional Union” man, and made his first appearance in our 
present troubles at a meeting of secessionists in this city, where he was 
the principal speaker, at which a resolution was adopted that, if the 
J’ederal Government did not yield to the leaders of the South their de- 
mands upon the subject of slavery, Missouri ‘ should share the common 
duties and the common dangers of the South.” 

The whole doctrine of “ States’ rights,” as professed and practiced by 
Democrats and pro-slavery men, is dangerous and disloyal. It should 
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not be countenanced. No State has any business in raising armies of 
its own. No troops are too good nor too poor to serve the United States. 
The idea of nationality should ever be foremost in the soldier’s mind. 
No other allegiance should be held superior. No greater folly can be 
permitted in times like these than for the General Government to per- 
mit States, particularly States having as many disloyal elements in them 
as Missouri, to be marshaling armies into the service which look to the 
State governments for all the offices, all the honors, and the chief source 
of power. 

If the authorities at Washington are wise, they will watch not only 
such a movement as has been started in New York City under Sey- 
mour’s auspices, but they will look to Missouri, where the same thing 
is being attempted on a much larger scale. They will find, in doing so, 
many things which well deserve their attention. 


[Inclosure No. 16.] 
APPLICATIONS FOR HABEAS CORPUS WRIT.* 


Before Judge Clover, in the criminal court, yesterday morning, Mr. 
Gustave Von Deutsch presented the petition of John Falck, complaining 
that he is unlawfully restrained of his liberty, stating that some time 
ago he was enrolled inthe Highth Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia ; 
that on the 8th instant he was ordered to report at a place called Camp 
Gray, and has there since been detained against his will, and contrary 
to law, as he believes, by Lieut. Col. H. H. Catherwood. He therefore 
asks that writ of habeas corpus may be issued in his behalf, for the rea- 
son that there can be found, and there exists, no law authorizing the 
organization of the so-called provisional regiments of Enrolled Missouri 
Militia in the mode in which the organization is now attempted. | 

Judge Clover responded that he would take the matter into consid- 
eration, and if by the morrow he had not concluded to grant the writ, 
would listen to argument in behalf of the petition. 

In the afternoon a like petition was presented to Judge Clover by 
Charles P. Johnson, esq., in behalf of H. J. Bockrath, of Captain Cleve- 
land’s company, Ninth Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia. This 
application took the same course with the former. 

The provisional regiments, when called into the field, are under the 
orders of General Schofield, and in the service of the United States, 
and therefore the President’s late suspension of the habeas corpus writ 
will doubtless be held as applicable to the above petitions. The writ 
is suspended “in all cases” whereby, under the authority of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, military, naval, or civil officers of the United 
States, or any of them, hold persons under their command or in their 
custody either as prisoners of war, spies, or aiders or abettors of the 
enemy, or officers, soldiers, or seamen enrolled, drafted, mustered, or 
enlisted in or belonging to the land or naval forces of the United States. 


{Inclosure No. 17.] 
SPIRIT OF THE GERMAN PRESS.t 


The Neue Zeit says of General Schofield’s recent order: 


If anything could and must have created an excitement it is the unhappy General 
Orders, No. 96; but this is not the time to allow oneself to beexcited. Only the enemies 
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of freedom and the friends of the rebellion can now desire trouble or disturbances of 
the peace. Every excess at the present moment would be a misfortune and a crime; 
but especially every mutiny in the regiments must be decidedly condemned. If the 
chief of this department makes himself guilty of the most unpardonable acts and 
orders, we will have to make a political settlement with the President about him, and 
this will be done soon enough. Only patience! We shall have it also under all cir- 
cumstances! 


And again: 
DOES IT TOUCH ME OR DOES IT TOUCH THEE? 


Very rarely a public act has produced more surprise than Lincoln’s proclamation 
suspending the habeas corpus act, and its immediate application by the commander of 
the Missouri Department to our Enrolled Militia. The conscription in the Eastern 
States is now pretty well completed, and has produced no further serious disturbances. 
In the Western States, however, it seems postponed for the present; and if any re- 
sistance was threatened in these States, it was resistance by force of arms, and not by 
judicial interference. And hence, if this proclamation was nevertheless issued just 
now, when our arms have been everywhere successful, the surprise attending it was 
still more increased by the course of action adopted by our department commander 
on the basis of that proclamation. 

Under Orders, No. 96, we have noright (i. e., no permission) any more to discuss the 
application of the President’s proclamation to the Enrolled Militia, at the risk of im- 
mediate suppression ;, but we have a duty to perform which even General Schofield 
cannot prohibit or restrain us from by threatening, suppression and other punish- 
ments, and this duty is to give our citizens some opinions on their present authorities. 

‘« By their fruits ye shall know them.” But what sort of fruit is this General Orders, 
No. 96? That in it which surprises us as the most unheard-of thing of all is this, that 
the commanding general, whose removal is denounced by tens of thousands of voices 
in Kansas and Missouri, should use the proclamation of the President to suppress the 
liberty of the press—an evident abuse, since the proclamation itself says nothing of 
the suspension of the liberty of the press, nor can it say anything about it, since the 
Constitution permits neither the President nor Congress discretionary power in this 
respect. 

Bat is the liberty of the press suppressed? The military commander says so, and 
the military authorities will pronounce judgment accordingly, while their decision 
again is only submitted to the commander-in-chief. Hence law, judgment, and ex- 
ecution are in the hands of Schofield, as far as the press is concerned. But it needs 
no proof that this gentleman is at present in very bad humor against the press, par- 
ticularly the radical press, and that this bad humor will communicate itself more or 
less to his subordinates. 

And how are such clauses as these to be interpreted: ‘‘ Words calculated to excite 
insurrection or lawless acts among the people,” or ‘‘ misrepresentations of facts calcu- 
lated to embarrass or weaken the military authorities?” We say, for instance, that 
the commander of the department has exceeded his authority, and has made himself 
guilty of an unheard-of usurpation of power, especially against the loyal or radical 
press, and that he, therefore, deserves to be again removed, Perhaps this is also ‘“‘em- 
barrassing or weakening the military authorities,” or who knows but it may be ‘ex- 
citing insurrection and dissatisfaction?” If this meaning is laid at the bottom of 
our words, we can’t help it. And we should not even know how to defend ourselves 
strongly against such an accusation, as we would consider it the lowest degree of de- 
basement to submit without resistance to the tyranny and pleasure of a rabid man, 
who recognizes only the limit of his power as his measure; but that this bold, nay, 
impudent, stroke is directed against the radical press is apparent from the har- 
monious shouts of triumph in the reactionary camp. And the question will now arise, 
to be answered by the President, whether he will permit the Union press to suffer 
from Schofield what he did not permit General Burnside to carry out against the seces- 
sion and traitor press. Schofield plays va-banque; will the Presideut do so also? Or 
shall we tell the President more of the conclusions which might be drawn from this 
order of Schofield in connection with his proclamation? Whoever is in difficulty to 
explain the cause of the issue of the President’s proclamation, and then compares it 
with General Orders, No. 96, must necessarily come to the conviction that the proc- 
Jamation was especially intended for Missouri, 4. ¢., that it was to be a tool in the 
hands of Gamble to suppress the radicals, unless, indeed, the President shall disavow 
that general order. Could it be otherwise possible? Or where is the necessity for 
this despotical act? But the great deputation from Missouri and Kansas will go next 
week to Washington, and perhaps the burning of Lawrence seems an insufficient 
subject for their conversation with Mr. Lincoln. Hence this most horrible of all 
proconsular decrees had to be given them to take along—this decree which, as if in 
especial irony, is dated on the anniversary of the adoption of the United States. 
Constitution, the 17th of September, 
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A year ago B. Gratz Brown spoke his ‘“‘ We are the Revolution.” This year the 
ns in a threat of brutal force. The dayis more than historical. But what 
nex 


The Westliche Post says, in relation to this order: 


The Republican interprets this severe, double-edged, and in many respects equivo- 
cal order as if it were especially directed against the radical Union press. This 
interpretation seems to us absurd, because it is impossible that a journal of the Re- 
publican’s tendency should be considered the standard of a loyal and patriotic paper. 
In fact, we are not yet sure as to wlfat has been the cause of this order, and we must 
await its application before we can express our views concerning it. 

In the last proclamation of the President, suspending the habeas corpus act, there 
is evidently nothing which could have provoked the issue of this general order. It 
is only justified if it has been necessary to suppress the rebellion, which finds such 
continued, direct or indirect, support in the Missouri slaveholding aristocracy. In 
granting the extensive powers to the President at the last session, Congress had surely 
no other object than this. As far as the liberty of the press is concerned particularly, 
the President has always, even in the case of disloyal papers, evinced such respect 
for the free utterance of opinions that an interpretation of Orders, No. 96, as the Re- 
publican and the Union give it, must surely be repudiated. 


In commenting on a Jefferson City correspondence, denying the right 
to draft the Enrolled Militia, the Post says: 

As the so-called provisional regiments have been called into service by State au- 
thority, and not by an order of the commander of this department, General Orders, No. 
96, cannot apply to them. The commander of the department has, indeed, expressed 
the wish that 1,000 men of the Enrolled Militia might be enlisted, but he presupposes, 
as a matter of course, that the enlistment will be carried out according to the existing 
State law. Hence the question always returns to this: Can the Enrolled Militia be 
compelled to active service, or must the enlistments be voluntary? If Judge Clover’s 
writ of habeas corpus of Thursday would come up for argument, we should have a 
judicial decision on this question. 


Hpgrs. First BRic., CAV. Div., DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
Brownsville, Ark., September 20, 1863. 


Lieutenant MONTGOMERY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with the order of 
the general commanding the division, I moved, with the Eighth Mis- 
souri and Merrill’s Horse, to this point from Little Rock. The general 
directed me to post the three battalions of one of my regiments—one at 
each of the railroad bridges and one at Austin. I found that three rail- 
road bridges across Bayou Meto were all included within a space of 
less than 3 miles, and that the troops could be better disposed, with 
the object in view, by dividing a regiment equally between the bridges 
and Austin. I accordingly left Lieutenant-Colonel Lisenby, Highth 
Missouri, with six squadrons, camped on good ground near the middle 
bridge, instructing him to post a guard of one squadron at each of the 
other bridges, and sent Colonel Geiger, commanding the other six 
squadrons of the Highth, to Austin. By this means I accomplished the 
object in view, and avoided the necessity of dividing a regiment into small 
fragments, lessening the tendency to laxity of discipline from the scat- 
tering of the regiment. Merrill’s Horse, under Major Harker, I have 
established at Brownsville, where I have also established my own head- 
quarters. ; 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS MERRILL, 
Colonel, Commanding First Brigade, Cavalry Division. 
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Kansas Crry, Mo., September 21, 1863. 
C. W. BLunT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


A small scouting party from Trading Post followed a body of 150 rebels, 
going south from the mouth of the Little Osage, 5 or 6 miles. Two 
squadrons of the Third Wisconsin, at Little Osage Post-Office, in Gen- 
eral Blunt’s district, were apprised of the presence and movements of 
rebels. Rumor of large rebel force coming north, through Carthage and 
Lamar, of which I telegraphed you, proves entirely groundless, as the 
commanding officer at Fort Smith informs me. In the last few days 
camps of guerrillas in Jackson, La Fayette, and Johnson Counties have 
been broken up; 10 guerrillas killed and considerable capture of horses 
made. Their numbers are not perceptibly decreasing, but I think it 
probable they will, in small squads, work their way south out of the 
district, and not attempt another raid, 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., September 21, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HAYES, . 
Commanding Hickman Mills, Mo.: 


CoLONEL: You will guard thoroughly, with your infantry, ail the 
crossings of the Blue south of the mouth of Indian as far as you can, 
commencing before day to-morrow morning and continuing until you 
see fit to stop. You will take all your available cavalry, and scout the 
country thoroughly from Indian Creek to Aubrey, calling on commander 
at Aubrey for all available spare troops to aid you. Ihave sent an order 
to Captain [Jerome] Kunkel for that purpose. If you cannot go out with 
your troops, or think it best to remain, Captain Coleman will go with 
them. He is very familiar with the country, and knows the habits of 
the animal better than any one not experienced. This movement will 
be made with the utmost secrecy. You will have all your troops under 
cover, so as to be unobserved, by daylight to-morrow morning. Major 
[L. IX.] Thacher will commence, at the same time, to scout the country 
north of Indian Creek, guarding the fords of the Blue and patrolling 
the road from Westport to Olathe. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., September 21, 1863. 
Col. KE. LYNDE, 
Ninth Regiment Kansas Volunteers, Kansas Oity, Mo.: 


COLONEL: You will take command of the troops on the border sta- 
tioned in the counties of Miami and Linn, Kansas, and also of those 
at Little Santa I’é, Mo. You will patrol the line thoroughly from Little 
Santa Fé to the southern boundary of the district, making such new 
stations along it, either in Kansas or Missouri, as you find expedient, 
causing reports to be sent here from each station daily. You will be | 
expected to scout thoroughly Bates County, Missouri, and that part of 
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Vernon north of Little Osage, to break up and destroy any force men- 
acing Kansas from that quarter, and to intercept rebel forces going 
north or south through that part of the district. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


are furnished commanding officer, Paola, Kans., December 18, 


LEAVENWORTH, KANS,, 
4 September.22, 1863—7.25 p. m. 
His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States: 
Please make no changes in Kansas military affairs until I arrive in 
Washington. Will be there soon. 
THOMAS CARNEY, 
Governor. 


HEADQUARTERS SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, » 
Pilot Knob, Mo., September 22, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit a brief review and statement 
of the condition of affairs in the District of Southeastern Missouri. 
During the two months in which I have been in command of the district, 
I have kept the troops at my disposal constantly on the move through 
the most disturbed portions of my territory. Four expeditions from this 
point have been made to the southwest, and as far as the Arkansas line, 
and three similar expeditions to the southeast have been sent from Cape 
Girardeau and Bloomfield. Smaller parties, day and night, have trav- 
ersed the swamps and mountain fastnesses in pursuit of guerrillas, mur- 
derers, and horse-thieves. More than 100 of these brigands have in the 
mean time been killed outright, and among them some of the most des- 
perate characters intheState. More than 50 have been captured and 
sent to Gratiot street prison, to await their trial on charges which have 
been properly made and filed with the provost-marshal-general of the 
department. The notorious Jeff. Thompson and his staff, with many 
other captured rebel prisoners, have been forwarded. 

We have nearly completed at Pilot Knob one of the finest forts in the 
department. It mounts four 32-pounder siege guns and two 24-pounder 
howitzers; has a capacious and well-protected magazine store-room and 
well. Much of the labor used in the construction of the fort has been 
performed by the contrabands. I have no men who have been drilled 
in the tactics of heavy artillery, and have none whom I can spare from 
other duties for that purpose. If the artillery detachmgnts you intended 
to send here when the First Nebraska Infantry were ordered away can 
now be forwarded, I would recommend that it be promptly done. The 
battalion of Third Colorado is barely sufficient for the bridge guards 
and post duty. 

The district is and has been comparatively quiet. Thieves in small 
bands are still infesting the country; they steal horses from citizens of 
all shades of color andsympathy. Southeastern Missouri suffered much 
from the presence of these characters before the troubles, and the war 
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has not reformed them. I have exhorted, encouraged, and ordered that 
every man and woman who has the welfare of the country at heart 
should aid the military authorities in the extermination of guerrillas and 
the restoration of quietness. J'redericktown has not been captured nor 
Saint Francis Bridge attacked except in the Saint Louis papers. 

I have encouraged the people to re-establish their schools, reopen their 
churches, and cultivate fraternal and social feeling among themselves, 
instead of running to me with complaints and rehearsals of neighbor- 
hood quarrels. Two seminary buildings have been converted from sta- 
bles and barracks into flourishing schools. More than thirty common 
schools have been opened, and are being conducted without molestation. 
Industrial pursuits are being resumed, and an improved condition of 
affairs generally is manifest. 

If we had sufficient force to permit the establishment of a post at 
Pocahontas, Ark., I believe that a strong Union feeling would be speedily 
developed in that region, and many would repent and be baptized. I 
am now in correspondence with certain parties along the border who 
are desirous of redemption from the evils of rebellion. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., September 22, 1863. 
General FIsk: 

Have just received dispatch from Major Poole, saying that he had 
attacked the guerrillas who lately robbed Charles [Saint Charles ?], kill- 
ing 5 of them and wounding a number. Poole had 4 men wounded. 
Captured 10 horses and a number of arms. 

H. M. HILLER, 
LIneutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., September 22, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel BURRIS, 
Commanding Pleasant Hill, Mo.: 


COLONEL: I hope you will keep your forces moving as energetically 
as possible. We have but about one month’s hard work this season 
yet, and you may better overwork your command than underwork it. 

One hundred and fifty crossed the Osage at the mouth of the Little 
Osage on the 19th instant, going south. They must cross your beat to 
get south from the Blue and Sni, and I strongly believe you will halt 
them. 

If a.man comes to you with “J. W. T.” in India ink on his left fore- 
arm, and a Masonic sign in the same print and place, you may count 
pretty confidently on his information being correct. Keep him dark. 

Yours, truly, . 
THOMAS EWING, Jr., 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.—Plumb, with H and B, Eleventh Kansas, and the two compa- 
nies of the Eleventh Missouri from Bledson’s, near Chapel Hill, will 
operate hereafter from Independence, 


Cnar, XXXIV.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 569 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., September 22, 1863. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Seoretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
16th instant, inclosing copies of papers from the Department of the In- 
terior, in relation to a military force which it is desired be stationed at 
the new reservation of the Winnebago and Sioux Indians on the Upper 
Missouri. In relation to the force asked for, I will instruct General 
Sully, who will have troops to spare for the purpose as soon as he re- 
turns from his expedition. He was at last dates 250 miles above the res- 
ervation, and just gained a decided victory over the hostile Sioux, killing 
over 100, and taking many prisoners, and capturing and destroying the 
camps, supplies, &e., of the enemy. Until his return I shall not have 
any force for the purpose indicated by the letter of the Secretary of the 
Interior, nor is it believed that such a force will be needed whilst Gen- 
eral Sully is interposed between this Indian reservation and the hostile 
Sioux, to protect reserve Indians against hostilities of other tribes. 
That such a force will be necessary, however, at this reservation for other 
reasons, is plain enough from the official report of General Sully, a copy 
of which is herewith transmitted.* If the War Department desires it, I 
will direct General Sully, when he returns from his campaign, to post 
the force at the reservation asked for by the Secretary of the Interior. 

The ordnanee and ordnance stores desired are not in the department, 
nor at my command. The difficulty of supplying the force asked to be 
posted at this agency is fully set forth in the letter of the Secretary of 
the Interior in relation to supplying the Indians at the same place, and 
this difficulty will be greatly increased if cavalry be stationed there. I 
will, however, endeavor to post the troops and supply them, as ak cles 
by the Interior Department, if the War Department desire it. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE Ta 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., September 23, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in- Chief, Wiisidiytons 

GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit, inclosed, a letter from Gen- 
eral Sibley, dated Saint Paul, September 16, in which he reports the 
application for peace, unconditionally, of nearly the whole of the Sioux 
bands north and east of the Missouri River. I have directed him to send 
Hatch’s battalion forthwith to Pembina, and open the communications 
with these Indians which he suggests, and in the manner in which he 
proposes. Such understandings with them will probably be made as 
will preclude all apprehension from them hereafter, and in the spring 
such treaties as may be deemed judicious can be made by the proper 
officers of the Government. I would only suggest in this view, and I 
do so with all urgency, that no purchase of lands be hereafter made, 
and no money annuities, under any circumstances, be accorded. Such 
conditions only exhibit (in the eyes of the Indians) weakness on the 
part of the Government, and lead necessarily to the very hostilities 
they are intended to prevent. They stimulate the cupidity of unscru- 
pulous men, both traders and others, and finally lead to that system of 


* See Part I, p. 555. 
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swindling and wrong to the Indians in which have originated nearly all 
- of our Indian difficulties. Cease to pay money to the Indians, and the 
temptation of the whites to go amongst them and cheat them is nearly 
altogether taken away. I cannot too strongly set forth this view, and 
I urgently request that the Government will hereafter positively pro- 
hibit the authorized agents from introducing any article into treaties 
providing for money or any other annuities. The Indians now desire 
only peace, and let that alone be their inducement to keep peaceful. 
They now ask no more, and it will be altogether unwise to give more 
to a barbarous people, who are ruled alone by their fears. In this de- 
partment I look upon the adoption of these views as vitally essential 
to our peaceful relations with the Sioux. No Indians of the Sioux Na- 
tion are now believed to be within 250 miles of any settlement in Min- 
nesota, except the half-breed settlement at Pembina, and General Sibley 
is instructed, in his communications with them, to fix this limit. to their 
approach, on penalty of at once renewing hostilities against them. 

General Sully’s success on the Upper Missouri, pushed vigorously, as 
he has orders to do, will lead to the same results in that quarter; and I 
think it may safely be assumed that Indian hostilities, on any consider- 
able scale hereafter, are transferred to the south side of the Missouri 
River. It is probable that it will be necessary, or at least advisable, 
that a strong cavalry force take the field next spring, and make a cam- 
paign against the Teton Sioux south of the Missouri River, by way of 
the Black Hills and Fort Benton. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., September 23, 1863. 
Judge PRICE, Mount Vernon : 

JUDGE: I have the honor to inform you that, in pursuance of pre- 
vious understanding, I have sent a mounted force of 150 men to Neosho, 
Newton County, to remain there during the sitting of your court. The 
officer is directed to aid the sheriff you appoint in the serving of process, 
and to give protection to all good citizens attending court. The same 
orders are given to Captain McAfee, stationed at Newtonia. ‘With 
this force I am inclined to think your court can be held and the majesty 
of the law properly asserted. 

Hoping that the mild and beneficent reign of law under your com- 
mand may take the place of military rule under mine, I have the honor 
to be, your obedient servant, 

JOHN MoNEIL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 260. s Saint Louis, September 23, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 

IV. La Fayette, Johnson, and Henry Counties, and the portion of Saint 
Clair County, Missouri, now belonging to the District of the Border, are 
hereby transferred to the District of Central Missouri. 

Commanding officers will report accordingly to Brig. Gen. E.B. Brown, 
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headquarters at Jefferson City. As soon as practicable, the Fourth 
Missouri State Militia Cavalry will all be transferred to General Brown’s 
district, and the Eleventh Missouri Volunteer Cavalry to that of Gen- 
eral Ewing. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Schofield: 
[C. W. MARSH, ] 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 24, 1863. 
Major-General Popn, Milwaukee, Wis. : 

Battery B, First Wisconsin Heavy Artillery, will report for tempo- 
rary duty at Louisville, Ky. It will be ordered here as soon as circum- 
stances will permit. The infantry regiments from your department 
ordered to Saint Louis should be sent forward as rapidly as possible. 

H. W. HALLEOK, \ 
General-in- Chief. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., September 24, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

GENERAL: Your communication in regard to the declaration of mar- 
tial law in Missouri has been received and submitted to the President 
for his action. 

Your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 35. } Little Rock, Ark., September 24, 1863. 

I. The Union men of Perry County, Arkansas, are hereby authorized 
to form themselves into a company or companies, for the purposes of 
home defense and the protection of their families and property from the 
depredations of guerrillas, rebels, and all unauthorized persons what- 
soever. 

If. The Union men of Conway County, Arkansas, are hereby author- 
ized to form themselves into a company or companies, for the purpose 
of home pretection and the defense of their families and property from 
the depredations of guerrillas, rebels, and all unauthorized persons. 

& * * * * ery ae * 


By order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele: 
[GEORGE O. SOKALSKT, | 
First Lieut. Second Cavalry, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Iyon, Colo., September 24, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report to headquarters of the district my 
return from a trip down the Arkansas River. Have been as far as Fort 
- Larned. Visited the Kiowa, Comanche, Apache, Caddo, and Arapaho 
Indians. The head chiefs of all these tribes requested, as soon as they 
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learned that a command of troops was on the road, that they might have 
a talk with the officerincommand. Ihave talked with them all, through 
the United States interpreter, J.S. Smith. They all express the utmost 
friendship for the whites; say they have been offered the war-pipe by 
the Sioux of the Platte, and all refused to smoke, except the Northern 
Cheyennes. They say they are aware that some of tbeir young men 
have committed depredations upon the road, and, in order to prevent a 
repetition of these offenses, the Kiowas and Comanches will all leave 
the main traveled road; that they know they cannot live long while at 
war with the whites; that they must depend upon the Government and 
the friendship of the whites in a great measure for their support, espe- 
cially the coming winter, as the buffalo have all left their accustomed 
* ranges, owing to the unprecedented drought upon the Arkansas, the 
river being perfectly dry for 400 miles. They have promised to hunt 
up the authors of the depredations which have been committed, and to 
see that they are not repeated. 

The Kiowa band, under La-tan-ka, one of the chiefs of the Kiowas, 
has done more damage than all the others, but he had left the road be- 
foreI cameup. The Comanches, and particularly the Apaches, appear 
very loyal; they offered all their warriors to aid me at the time they 
supposed the Texans were coming up, and went out as scouts to re- 
connoiter. They also went with me through their herds to look for white 
men’s stock; we recovered ten head of Government mules and three 
Government horses, which have been turned over to assistant quar- 
termaster at this post. I saw a good many head of Confederate States 
stock among the Comanche and Apache tribes; they had stolen it from 
the borders of Texas. This accounts for their “‘ great scare” when they 
supposed the Texans were coming up from Red River. 

The Arapahoes, to the number of 2,000, are moving up this way, under 
Little Raven, Left Hand, and Neeva. They expect to receive their an- 
nuities at this post next week. The band of Arapahoes who committed 
the depredations at Maxwell’s and in vicinity of Colonel Boone’s belong 
to the North Platte, and are now on the Smoky Hill. They are very 
destitute, and, from all reports, are suffering terribly from disease and 
hunger. With the force now here and at Fort Larned, I do not think any 
trouble need be feared from any band on the Arkansas. They were badly 
frightened when we went down. I could have wiped them all out with 
my force, and probably should have commenced upon the Kiowas, after 
their robbery of the wagon-master of Honore’s train, had it not been for 
the interpreter, who explained the matter better than I could have un- 
derstood it without his aid. 

The Caddo Indians, numbering about 500, will arrive here in about 
ten days, and will go into a permanent settlement about 20 miles above 
the post. ‘They suffered terribly from the hands of the rebels in Texas 
last winter. They have adopted many of the customs of the whites, 
and are well behaved. 

Lieutenant [John A.] Edington, with his command, will reach here by 
the 30th instant, leaving the road almost clear of Indians except the 
aaa in the immediate vicinity of the post and the Caddoes 
above. 

The Indians are,all very destitute this season, and the Government 
will be compelled to subsist them to a great extent, or allow them to 
starve to death, which would probably be much the easiest way of dis- 
posing of them. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
SCOTT J. ANTHONY, 
Major, Commanding Post. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., September 25, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 


GENERAL: Yours of September 18 is just received. While General 
Grant’s operations were confined to the Mississippi River and its vicin- 
ity, it was necessary that he.should have the direct control of all troops 
which could be employed in these operations, without regard to depart- 
ment lines. This has been done in many other cases, and is unavoid- 
able; but it may soon be possible to restore more definitively the lines 
of respective commands. In regard to General Steele’s operations, it 
was supposed that he would be mainly left to work out the problem for 
himself, Generals Grant and Hurlbut giving all necessary assistance. 
What he will now do must depend upon contingencies and operations 
elsewhere, as it may be necessary to withdraw some of his forces. The 
policy, military and civil, to be adopted in that State must also depend 
upon the circumstances as they are developed. Should the rebels 
withdraw their forces to Texas and south of Red River, we must oc- 
cupy the latter in force as a line of defense, instead of the Arkansas, 
and a smaller force on the latter will be sufficient. We cannot scatter 
troops over the whole country, as was done in Missouri. Fort Smith, 
Little Rock, Arkansas Post, a point on White River, Helena, and, per- 
haps, Napoleon, will probably be as many as we can occupy. A consider- 
able movable force will always be required.. Your views on this matter 
are solicited. All points occupied should be fortified. 

You are authorized to raise as many volunteers. in your department 
as you can in accordance with existing regulations and orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


NEw MADRID, September 25, 1863, 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department, &c., Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Simm: The four companies which I sent to Osceola, under command of 
Capt. Joseph Schmitz, Company B, Twenty-fifth Missouri Volunteers, 
have returned. They were transported both ways by the Davenport, 
costing the Government nothing in addition to the permanent contract 
with that boat. Captain Schmitz reports that the inhabitants were 
glad to see our forces and sorry to have them leave.. They profess to 
be willing to arm and mount themselves if they can have support, and 
to act as pickets, guides, &c. The country is rich in forage and sub- 
sistence. The people were all Union until the Legislature of Arkansas 
passed their secession ordinance, and then they became rebels, but are 
anxious to return to their allegiance. They gave our men forage for 
the animals and plenty of fresh meat and vegetables. I think the post 
is better worth holding than this, where the inhabitants expect me, with 
infantry, to protect them from guerrillas, while they will not even give 
me correct information as to where the bandits are, much less will they 
raise a hand in their own defense. 

Captain Schmitz captured two citizens (smugglers), one a doctor, who 
had several ounces of quinine, some pounds of opium, and other medi- 
cines in his carpet-sack. The opium is said to be worth $350, and I 
propose to send it to the medical purveyor at Saint Louis. The other 
medicines we needed, and I have directed the surgeon to take them up 
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on his returns and use them. The other man had several boxes of com- 
mon chewing tobacco. Captain Schmitz distributed this among the 
men. 

The cavalry (Major Poole’s battalion Second Missouri Cavalry) met 
my detachment at Osceola, and will return in a few days. On their 
way down they had a skirmish, and killed Captain Mott and 6 men 
(bushwhackers), wounding others. Their report will go to General 
Fisk, of course. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHESTER HARDING, JR., 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., September 25, 1863. 
General Fisk, Commanding : 

At Chester, Ill., yesterday, I saw powder landed. ‘The amount sold 
into Missouri from that place is enormous. A very reliable Union man 
there told me that powder was sold there to go as low down as opposite 
Memphis. I am fully convinced that it is sold to our swamp guerrillas 
by the keg. One Jew named Black has sold large quantities to come 
to this side. I propose that Capt. C. C. Wildiams, late in the service, 
now owner of the ferry-boat at that place, be appointed to regulate the 
trade in contraband of war with Missouri at that place. He is a reliable 
Union man. He will attend to.it for $50 per month. Failing to get 
him appointed, I shall be compelled to send troops opposite there, and 
close the trade. The attention of the authorities at Saint Louis has fre- 
quently been called to this with no effect. It has been made a regular 
depot of supplies for guerrillas. 

J. B. ROGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


BAILEY’S, September 25, 1863. 
General Fisk: 

Lieutenant Sutton returned an hour ago; reports rebels recruiting and 
organizing in Ripley and Butler Counties. Tim Reves, at Pocahontas, 
expects to take command of the whole and come into Missouri. Notori- 
ous Wash. Neighbors ran on his pickets at 3 o’clock this morning, fired 
on him, and captured a stolen horse he had, but failed to get him. 

F. LAYTON, 
Major, Commanding Post. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., September 26, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 


GENERAL: I inclose herewith the President’s written approval* of 
your General Orders, No. 96. I would advise the exercise of great 
caution and discretion in the execution of this order, especially toward 
the newspaper press. Anything that has the appearance of persecu- 
tion or oppression will incite public sympathy in favor of the individual 
culprit and against you. 

Neither faction in Missouri is really friendly to the President and ad- 
ministration, but each one is striving to destroy the other, regardless of 


* Not found. 
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all other considerations. In their mutual hatred they seem to have lost 
all sense of the perils of the country and all sentiments of national 
patriotism. Every possible effort should be made to allay this bitter 
party strife in that State. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Hpgrs. SECOND DIv., SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Helena, Ark., September 26, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. J. B. McPHERSON, 
Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps: 


GENERAL: I arrived here, with a portion of my command, on the 
evening of the 14thinstant. Finding no instructions, and believing the 
whole command would arrive during the night of the 14th instant, I 
intended to march on the morning of the 15thinstant. A portion of the 
command, however, did not arrive until 12 m. of the 15th. I at once 
relieved my transportation, and sent Lieutenant White, of my staff, to 
_ report to General Steele, and issued orders to march at 4 a. m. of the 

16th instant. Captain [Martin K.] Cook, of General Hurlbut’s staff, 
arrived on the night of the 15th instant, and ordered me into camp at this 
place. After making my men as comfortable as possible, by taking the 
camp equipage belonging to General Steele’s command, I proceeded to 
Memphis, with the view of conferring with General Hurlbut, whom I 
_found absent. I awaited his return last Thursday, 24th instant, when 
I received an order to return to Vicksburg. Upon my return last even- 
ing, I found General Grant’s order. There were then but two transports 
here by which I could transport three regiments and two batteries. I 
have already embarked on board the steamer Julia, and will report to 
Major-General Hurlbut for further instructions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


——— 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Glasgow, Mo., September 26, 1863. 
Colonel DouGLASS, Mexico : 

I returned from a two days’ scout below here last night. We ousted 
Bill Jackson and his gang of thieves, mortally wounded one of them, 
and, from signs, others, captured 3 horses, 1 Sharps’ rifle, 1 double- bar. 
reled shot-gun, 1 Navy revolver, blankets, ammunition, &c. There are 
three distinct bands in this county, below here, and if if had a few more 
men I could soon run them out. 

JOHN TILLMAN, 
Captain, Commanding "Post. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, pe cat Naat SIXTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 233 Memphis, Tenn., September 27, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


_ II. Brig. Gen. Frederick Salomon, U.S. Volunteers, will proceed with- 
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out delay to Little Rock, Ark., reporting in person to Major-General 
Frederick Steele for assignment to duty. 
* * * * * ; * x 
By order of Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut: 
HENRY BINMORE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., September 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, 
Commanding Arkansas Expedition, Little Rock, Ark. : 


GENERAL: I have received your report of operations ending with the 
capture of Little Rock, and forwarded it to the General-in- Chief. Tam 
much gratified at your success, and congratulate you most heartily. I 
have written to General Halleck relative to future operations in Arkan- 
sas, and expect his reply in a few days. 

Whatever we may do hereafter, ie think Little Rock, or some point 
near it, should be well fortified, so that we may hold it in any event. 
I desire, as soon as possible, to occupy the whole country sufficiently to 
put down the guerrillas and restore the authority of the Government. 

I am told that a large proportion of the people about Little Rock are 
loyal, and, doubtless, many of them will enter the service. You are 
authorized to muster in as infantry all that desire to enlist. Select the 
officers with care, and forward their names to me for the approval of 
the War Department. 

It will be necessary very soon, probably. by the Ist of November, to 
draw supplies from Little Rock for the troops at Fort Smith. If the 
river does not rise in time, a train will be sent from Fort Smith. I 
have ordered supplies to be sent from here to meet that demand. 

I will write you more fully as soon as [ hear from Washington. The 
demand for troops elsewhere may contract our operations in Arkansas, 
but I hope not. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


INDEPENDENCE, Mo., September 28, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWING: 

Bushwhackers have been openly in town to-night, and around it in 
slight force. Have only burned a barn and arrested some citizens. I 
believe their movement is intended to mislead me. I will not regard it, 
but proceed with my plan. We are now fairly started. Have an eye 
upon the safety of this point. The company at the ford of the Blue 
seems to be asleep. 

WM. WEER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D, C., September 28, 1863. 
Major-General’ PoPE, Milwaukee : 
GENERAL: Yours of the 22d, to the Secretary of War, is just received. 
By forwarding to you papers from the Department of the Interior it 
is not intended that you should necessarily carry out the views con- 
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tained in such papers. They are sent for your information, and it is 
left to your discretion to adopt the suggestions or not, as you may deem 
best. From your immediate connection with the Indian country, it is 
presumed that you will have the proper information to form a correct 
judgment, keeping in mind that almost every Indian agency is continu- 
ally calling for additional troops, whether they are really needed or not. 
Were all such calls answered, a large portion of our army would soon 
be stationed in the Indian country, for the benefit of contractors and 
speculators. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Os seis DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 101. Saint Louis, Mo., September 28, 1863. 


The right of the people to peaceably assemble bon; all lawful purposes, 
and the right to freely express their will at the polls according to law, 
are essential to civil liberty. No interference with these rights, either 
by violence, threats, intimidation, or otherwise, will be tolerated. 

Any commissioned officer who shall incite or encourage any interfer- 
ence with any lawfal assemblage of the people, or who shall fail to do his 
utmost to prevent such interference, shall be dismissed the service; and 
any officer, soldier, or civilian who shall, by violence, threats, or other- 
wise, actually interfere with any such lawful assemblage of the people 
shall be punished by imprisonment or otherwise, at the discretion of a 
court-martial or military commission. 

Any officer, soldier, or civilian who shall attempt to intimidate any 
qualified voter in the exercise of his right to vote, or who shall attempt 
to prevent any qualified voter from going to the polls or voting, shall 
be punished by imprisonment or otherwise, at the discretion of a court- 
martial or military commission. 

Special attention is called to the Fifth Article of War, which will be 
applied to commissioned officers of Missouri militia not in active service 
as well as to officers and soldiers in actual service. 

By command of Major-General Schofield : 

C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 102. Saint Louis, Mo., September 28, 1863. 
I. The following order from the Governor of Missouri is published for 
general information : 
GENERAL bine i HEADQUARTERS StTaTE OF Missouri, 


No. 2 Saint Lowis, September 26, 1863. 


The ies of the State, whether in active service or not, are hereby aced under 
the command of Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield until further orders. 
By order of the Commander-in-Chief: 
JOHN B. GRAY, 


Adjutant-General. 


If. All reports and returns of militia not in active service will be 
made, as heretofore, to the adjutant-general of the State; and all 
reports and returns of militia in active service will be made to the 
assistant adjutant-general at these headquarters, through the proper 
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subordinate commanders, in the same manner as those of United States 
troops. : 

Militia in active service are placed on the same footing as United 
States troops, so far as regards their duties and subordination to the 
district or subordinate commanders under whom they may be serving; 
but no militia officer will be placed under command of a United States 
officer of a lower grade. 

The militia not in active service are positively prohibited from exer- 
cising any military authority, making arrests, or doing any other act - 
which troops alone may lawfully do. 

The following regiments of Enrolled Missouri Militia are now in active . 
service, viz: First Provisional Regiment, Col. J. B. Douglass command- 
ing; Second Provisional Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel [William R.] 
Harrison commanding; Third Provisional Regiment, Col. Bennett Pike 
commanding; Fourth Provisional Regiment, Col. J. B. Hale command- 
ing; Fifth Provisional Regiment, Col. Henry Neill commanding ; Sixth 
Provisional Regiment, Col. Henry Sheppard commanding; Seventh Pro- 
visional Regiment, Col. J. D. Allen commanding; Eighth Provisional 
Regiment, Col. William H. McLane commanding; Ninth Provisional 
Regiment, Col. Thomas L. Crawford commanding; Twenty-sixth En- 
rolled Regiment, one company, Captain [Morgan] Kelly commanding. 

In case of emergency, which will not admit ot delay, United States 
district commanders are authorized to call into active service, for the 
time being, such additional forces from the Enrolled Militia of their dis- 
tricts as they may deem necessary, and in such case will assign compe- 
tent and reliable militia or other officers to their temporary commands. 

Except in the case mentioned above, no additional militia will be 
called into active service except by the orders of the major-general com- 
manding. 

All organizations of a military character, except such as are author- 
ized by law and ordered by competent authority, are strictly prohibited. 

By order of Major-General Schofield: 

Cc. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MEMORANDA. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, September 28, 1863. 
Generals BANKS, GRANT, and STEELE: 

The rebel Secretary of War directs General Kirby Smith to break up 
all plantations within 8 or 10 miles of the Mississippi River on west 
side, remove the negroes, and remove or destroy the cotton. He is also 
directed to organize batteries of artillery to operate on that shore and 
fire upon river boats. One object in breaking up the plantations is to 
prevent our receiving any information of rebel movements. ; 

All persons in the Trans-Mississippi District who manifest any desire 
for reconstruction of the Union are to be severely punished. 

Funds are to be sent via Havana and Matamoras, and thence to 
Arkansas, under military escort furnished by General Magruder. A 
million of dollars have been sent to Shreveport, La., and more will be 
forwarded across the Mississippi as opportunities may occur. 

The Postmaster-General establishes Shreveport and Camden as gen- 
eral mail depots west of the Mississippi, to and from which points the 
mails ave to be sent across the river as opportunities occur. 
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_ There are extensive powder-mills at Arkadelphia, Ark. Niter beds 
and iron mines are to be extensively worked in Texas. Niter is scarce, 

_ but no complaints about sulphur. Iron for railroads and machinery 
scarce. All iron and iron mines and works to be hired, purchased, or 
impressed for the Government. Arms scarce in Arkansas. 

It is said that the fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson has been favor- 
able to the rebel cause by the reaction of public feeling and a determi- 
nation to avenge the loss. The rebel ranks are filling up much more 
rapidly than before. 

__ The foregoing memoranda are taken from intercepted official rebel 
dispatches, dated from August 1 to 18, 1863. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 29, 1863—4 p. m. 


General ROBERT ALLEN, 
Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Six hundred wagons will be immediately sent to General Banks from 
Philadelphia. Send him all the animals you can spare after supplying 
General Rosecrans. Cannot General Grant spare some from his com- 
mand till you can give him more? 

H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, September 29, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, : 
Commanding Arkansas Expedition, Little Rock, Ark. : 


GENERAL: I inclose you an abstract from a letter just received from 
General Halleck,* in reply to the one of which I wrote you yesterday. 

I am not sufficiently informed of Price’s movements, since he was 
driven from Little Rock, to say what your course should now be. If, 
however, he has not retreated beyond Red River, it is my opinion he 
should be forced beyond it, if you are strong enough for the purpose. 

If the Arkansas River is to be your line of defense, the points named | 
by General Halleck, and, I think, some point about midway between 
Little Rock and Fort Smith, should be occupied. Devall’s Bluff will, I 
presume, be the point on White hiver. A regiment of cavalry at Jack- 
sonport would also be of great benefit to that portion of Arkansas, and 
also to Missouri, by breaking up the guerrillas. A large cavalry force 
should also be thrown as an advance post toward Arkadelphia. 

I give these views merely as suggestions. Please give me your views 
on this subject, and as to the number of troops that will be required at 
the various points to be occupied. 

If any considerable number of troops can be raised about Little Rock, 
it will probably be well for you to assign a competent officer to the duty 
of superintending their organization. A volunteer officer may be se- 
lected as mustering officer, if you have no regular officer available, and 
his name forwarded for the approval of the appointment. 


* Not found. 
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If you are able to occupy Red River as a line of defense, I think the 
points to be occupied in Arkansas will be about the same, but the force 
required much less. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., September 29, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


GENERAL: I had the honor of addressing you, under date of 22d in- 
stant, with a statement of the condition of affairs in this district, and 
suggested that, if practicable, a post should be established at Poca- 
hontas. I am in receipt of such intelligence from Northern Arkansas 
as leads me to renew the suggestion, and earnestly recommend the 
early occupancy by troops of some point on or near White River— 
either Pocahontas, Batesville, or Jacksonport. There is a great breadth 
of country between this point and the Arkansas and White Rivers in 
which there is no Federal post. Hundreds of deserters from Price’s 
army are coming back into this region. Reves, Crandall, Freeman, 
Reed, and Wood, with their clans, either refused to accompany Marma- 
duke as he moved southward to join Price, or have deserted him since, 
and are returning to resume their guerrilla warfare along the border, 
I believe there are loyal men enough in that region to rally and drive 
’ out the rascals, if they could be encouraged by the presence of Federal 
troops at one of the before-mentioned points, and at the same time it 
would do much toward giving permanent tranquillity to Southern Mis- 
souri. One regiment of cavalry would probably be sufficient. Such 
force, it seems to me, might be well spared from Helena, and, under the 
command of a discreet and efficient officer, would do much to convince 
the people of the earnestness of the Government in the redemption of 
Northern Arkansas from the thraldom of rebels. 

I have now two strong detachments of cavalry on missions of bush- 
whacking extermination in Oregon, Ripley, Wayne, and Butler Coun- 
ties. They will remain along the border for twenty days, unless the 
enemy become too strong for them. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 103. Saint Louis, Mo., September 29, 1863. 

Col. J. V. Du Bois, additional aide-de-camp, is assigned to duty as 
chief of cavalry on the staff of the major-general commanding. 

The commander of each corps, division, or detached brigade in the 
field, and each district commander, will select, subject to the approval 
of the commander of the department, a competent cavalry officer to act 
as chief of cavalry on his staff. 

The names of the officers selected will be forwarded without delay 
to oe headquarters, for the approval of the commanding gen- 
eral. ; 

The chiefs of cavalry will report by letter to Colonel Du Bois for in- 
structions, which will be their guide in the discharge of their duties. 
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Capt. George W. Schofield, Company A, First Missouri Artillery, is 
announced as aide-de-camp on the staff of the major-general command- 
ing. 

Maj. O. D. Greene, assistant adjutant-general, U. 8S. Army, having 
reported to these headquarters, in compliance with Special Orders, No. 
382, War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, dated August 26, 1863, 

‘is assigned to duty as assistant adjutant-general in charge of the adju- 
tant-general’s office at department headquarters. 
By command of Major-General Schofield : 
Cc. W. MARSH, 
: Assistant Adjutant- General. 


oo 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, September 30, 1863. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief, Washington, D. O.: 


GENERAL: I have received your letter of September 26, inclosing 
the President’s approval of my General Orders, No. 96. I shall follow 
your advice relative to its execution. I have not yet applied it in any: 
case to the newspaper press, and may not be compelled to do it at all. 
The dismissal of several militia officers and arrest of other persons en- 
gaged in riotous proceedings has produced a wholesome effect. Ihope 
to get along without further serious trouble. 

I inclose you a copy of the Leavenworth Conservative of September . 
24, for the purpose of asking your opinion whether it is a proper sub- 
ject for the application of martial law. It is so filled with low personal 
abuse that I do not feel confidence in my own judgment of what my 
duty is in connection with it. I am willing to submit to anything which 
duty may require, and believe Iam as indifferent to such attacks as 
any man with proper sensibilities can be; but I cannot convince my- 
self that a tame submission to such personal abuse and contempt of my 
authority, and that of the President, can be consistent with my duty 
to myself or to the Government. How is any officer in command to 
maintain either his self-respect or the respect of others if he tolerates 
such open contempt of his authority? Such things have not been toler- 
ated in this department under any previous commander, nor do I’be- 
lieve they ought to be now, but I am willing to act in accordance with. 
your advice in the matter. I do not ask it for the purpose of relieving 
myself from responsibility, but simply to avoid error. I am quite will- 
ing to be held responsible for the consequences of whatever I may do or 
recommend to be done. 

I feel compelled to say that I believe you are not altogether right in 
your information about the factionsin Missouri. If the so-called “ clay- 
bank” factions are not altogether friendly to the President and admin- 
istration, I have not been able to discover it. The men who now sus- 

’ tain me are the same who rallied round Lyon and sustained the Gov- 
ernment in the dark days of 1861, while the leaders of the present 
‘‘ charcoal” faction stood back until the danger was past. 

I believe I have carried out my instructions as literally as possible, 
yet I have received a reasonable support from one faction and the most 
violent opposition from the other. I am willing to pledge my official 
position that those who support me now will support me in the execu- 
tion of any policy the President may order. They are the real friends 
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of the Government. It is impossible for me to be blind to this fact, not- 
withstanding the existence to some extent of the factional feeling to 
which you allude. : 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 
[Inclosure No. 1.*] 


Ninety-six. That is very different from ’76. Seventy-six was in the 
interest of freedom. Ninety-six is given below. It came by telegraph 
yesterday. It is Schofield’s last blow at the Republicans of Missouri 
and Kansas. Quantrill, with the blood of 227 Kansas loyalists reeking 
from his fingers, will give a hideous and joyous shriek as he reads this 
order : 


ORDERS, ; HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 96. Saint Louis, September 17. 


The proclamation of the President, dated Washington, September 15, suspending 
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in the cases of persons belonging to the 
land and naval forces of the United States, and other persons therein described, will 
be held to apply to all Missouri militia called into service under the orders of the de- 
partment commander. 

Hereafter martial law will be rigidly enforced throughout this department against 
all persons who may in any manner encourage mutiny, insubordination, or disloyal 
conduct, and endeavor to create dissatisfaction among the troops, and against all 
persons who shall publish, or utter publicly, words calculated to incite insurrection 
or lawless acts among the people, or who shall publish falsehoods or misrepresenta- 
tions of facts calculated to embarrass or weaken the military authorities, or in any 
manner to interfere with them in the discharge of their duties. 

Any person guilty of the offenses above mentioned shall be punished by fine and 
imprisonment, at the discretion of the military commission; and any newspaper 
which shall contain publications in violation of this order will be suppressed. 

Special mention is called to paragraph 220 of the Revised Army Regulations, which 
will hereatter be strictly enforced. 

By order of Major-General Schofield : 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Adjutani-General. 


That order is aimed at Union men, and not at rebels; it is aimed at 
Union men, and not at bushwhackers; at the Saint Louis Democrat, and 
not at the Saint Louis Republican. And that is just the trouble with 
Schofield. However good his intentions, his acts always help the other 
side. 

This matter is a very serious one. Not that Schofield is of any im- 
portance, but the tone, tendency, and spirit of the administration at 
Washington is all-important. Schofield is the agent of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, the author of the proclamation of emancipation—the 
President who revoked Burnside’s order suppressing the rebel Chicago 
Times. It is a very grave matter if Schofield is sustained in suppress- 
ing loyal papers, and Burnside is overruled in suppressing the organs 
of Jeff. Davis. : 

Order 96 is an edict to fine and imprison men and newspapers who 
‘“* weaken or embarrass the military authorities,” and the great military 
authority of this department is J. M. Schofield. Quantrill is not 
touched. Nobody will be interfered with but Republicans, loyalists, 
Union men. We want every man arrested, and every newspaper stopped, 
that works against the Union cause. Let everything in the way of loy- 
alty be removed. ‘Treat radicals no more leniently than you do Chicago 
Times rebels. Put out of the way all men opposed to the subjugation 
of Jeff. Davis and Quantrill, even the major-generals. The freedom of 


* From the Weekly Conservative, Thursday, September 24, 1863. 
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the country is more important than the freedom of the press. If the 

_ Union is lost, men and papers will go with it. This ought to be the 
key-note of the national policy, but it is not. The New York World 
and Chicago Times are still published. 

The President allows Copperheads to condemn him. Schofield threat- 
ens to fine and imprison the loyal men who object to his weak and inef- 
ficient policy. Schofield is an inefficient commander. We say of him 
what the New York Herald said of Frémont and Sigel, and was not sup- 
pressed for so doing. His orders to Blunt have proved to the country 
the fatal effect of his military commands. Blunt was too wise a general 
to obey Schofield’s orders; therefore he has succeeded. ‘The retreating 
policy was not pursued, and because it was not, Western Arkansas and 
the Indian country are now in our possession. Had the desire of Gen- 
eral Schofield been followed, we should not have taken possession of 
Western Arkansas in 1862, or of Fort Smith in 1863. In the same year 
of 1863, and under Schofield as commander, we have suffered this bar- 
barous "Lawrence massacre. In other words, the incompetency and 
imbecility of Schofield are so deplorable as to need no discussion. His 
whole rule has been a failure. He tries now to stop discussion of his 
course by despotic orders. He attempts to maintain his position by 
tyrannically shutting ‘the mouth of every man opposed-to him. Who 
is this Schofield, that he cannot be talked about? Is he more loyal 
and true than we are? Has he done more for his country? He may 
be a lunatic, but his order prevents us from asking a question in re- 
gard to the matter. If he was a rebel, we should have no remedy 
against Star Chamber order. But he will not stop free thought or free 
speech. When he does it in his own department, it will break out else- 
where. You can bind the sweet influences of the Pleiades, but you 
cannot bind free thought. It cannot be done by Schofield or Quantrill. 
The free people of Kansas will not be restrained or repressed by any 
tyrannical edicts of any commander, no matter how high his station or 
how mean his principles. 

We have said, and we still say, that Schofield is the worst major-gen- 
eral in command; worst for Union men, best for rebels. He is not fit 
for the position. Silencing edicts will not help him. Despotic orders 
will not help him. Arbitrary arrests will not help him. He must be 
removed. 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 


SCHOFIELD’S LAST GRUNT.* 


General Schofield has just issued an order declaring that martial law 
will be enforced against all persons who shall utter or publish any facts 
or misrepresentation of facts calculated to create insubordination or 
distrust among the soldiers or people, or weaken the military author- 
ity. Persons found guilty are to be fined and imprisoned, and news- 
papers offending are to be suppressed. Is this aimed at Copperheads 
and rebels who, while enjoying protection from the military, are engaged 
in plotting and executing treason, robbery,and butchery? “Nary!” Itis 
a warning to Jacobins and Radicals, and, translated into English, means 
that any person or newspaper that has the hardihood to oppose Scho- 
field, Gamble & Co. will have the “‘ clamps put to them” forit. As Kansas 
is in Schofield’s department, we cusses out here, who have been used to 
talking pretty much as we pleased, will have to ‘down breaks” or be 
fined, imprisoned, and suppressed. We wonder if the “ great rejected” 
supposes he can deter an independent people from saying just what they 
think of him, and holding up his acts in their true light before the public. 


* From the White Cloud Chief. 
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The same dispatch that informs us of Schofield’s order says the Mis- 
souri and Kansas committees to demand his removal are anxiously ex- 
pected in Washington, and speaks hopefully of his removal, and of the 
appointment of General Butler in his place. It will hardly be that the 
President will disregard the voice of the people of these two States, 
by retaining in command an officer whose nomination to a major-gen- 
eralship the Senate rejected. 

Schofield is anxious to die hard, and to make a big stink as he goes. 
There is danger that he may kick his own entrails out. 


{Inclosure No. 3.*)} 


The alarm among the Saint Louis Copperheads has not entirely sub- 
sided yet. Why don’t you raise a subscription for your “‘ poor refugees,” 
who have been scared out of the border, and almost out of their wits, 
by the Paola meeting? They need aid, and just such papers as the Re- 
publican and just such men as Schofield ought to head the list. ‘ Their 


names would shed a “halo of glory” over a list of subscriptions for the 


relief of rebels. Besides, these “poor” men have all got votes. 
: A NAME. | 


The Saint Louis Republican calls the bushwhackers the ‘border citi- 


zens of Missouri;” so does schofield. The Saint Louis Republican is 
a Copperhead; so is schofield. That paper is getting unpopular be- 
cause it is in favor of rebels; so is schofield. Quantrill is a rascal; 
so is schofield. : 


Saint Louis, Mo., September 30, 1863. 
(Received September 30—9.15 p. m.) 
President LINCOLN: 


Dispatch from Leavenworth published to-day about my arming rebels 


is utterly false, and is intended to prejudice your action. Truth by mail. 
H. R. GAMBLE, 
Governor of Missouri. 


Pitot Kwnos, Mo., September 30, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 

The expedition sent to Osceola has returned, having scouted thor- 
oughly 40 miles below that point. No regularly organized rebel force 
was found. A Confederate captain, who had called together a band 
of guerrillas to resist our force, was, with his lieutenant and 11 men, 
killed; 30 prisoners were captured and turned over at New Madrid; 
among them are several rebel officers. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. : 


Saint Louis, Mo., September 30, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Ewine : 

Ascertain and inform me as soon as possible whether there is any 
truth in the report that Colonel [James H.] Moss is driving Union men 
‘from Platte and Clay Counties. It is very important for me to know 
the truth at once. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


*From the Weekly Conservative. 


Major-General. 
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_ Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, U.S. 
Army, commanding, for September, 1563; headquarters Saint Louis, Mo. 
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Abstract from return of the Army of Arkansas, Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele commanding, 
for September, 1863; headquarters Little Rock, Ark. 
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EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, D. C., October 1, 1863. (Received October 19.}) 


General Joun M. SCHOFIELD: 


There is no organized military force in avowed opposition to the Gen- 
eral Government now in Missouri, and if any such should reappear, 
your duty in regard to it will be too plain to require any special instruc- 
tions. Still, the condition of things both there and elsewhere is such as 
to render it indispensable to maintain for a time the United States mil- 
itary establishment in that State, as well as to rely upon it for a fair 
contribution of support to that establishment generally. Your imme- 
- diate duty in regard to Missouri now is to advance the efficiency of 
that establishment, and to so use it, as far as practicable, to compel the 


* But see this division as reported below in the Army of Arkansas. 
+See Schofield to Sanborn, October 19, p. 666. 
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excited people there to leave one another alone. Under your recent 
orders, which I have approved, you will arrest only individuals and 
suppress assemblies or newspapers when they may be working palpa- 
ble injury to the military in your charge, and in no other case will you 
interfere with the expression of opinion in any form or allow it to be 
interfered with violently by others. In this you have a discretion to 
exercise, with great caution, calmness, and forbearance. With the 


matters of removing the inhabitants of certain counties en masse, and of — 


removing certain individuals from time to time, who are supposed to be 
mischievous, I am not now interfering, but am leaving to your own dis- 
cretion. Nor am I interfering with what may still seem to you to be 
necessary restriction upon trade and intercourse. I think proper, how- 
ever, to enjoin upon you the following: Allow no part of the military 
under your command to be engaged in either returning fugitive slaves 
or in forcing or enticing slaves from their homes, and, so far as practi- 
cable, enforce the same forbearance upon the people. 

Report to me your opinion upon the availability for good of the En- 
rolled Militia of the State. ; 

Allow no one to enlist colored troops except upon orders from you 
or from here, through you. 

Allow no one to assume the functions of confiscating property under 
the law of Congress, or otherwise, except upon orders from here. 

At elections see that those, and only those, are allowed to vote who 
are entitled to do so by the laws of Missouri, including, as of those laws, 
the restriction laid by the Missouri Convention upon those who may 
have participated in the rebellion. 

So far as practicable, you will, by means of your military force, expel 
guerrillas, marauders, and murderers, and all who are known to harbor, 
aid, or abet them. But in like manner you will repress assumptions of 
unauthorized individuals to perform the same service because, under 
pretense of doing this, they become marauders and murderers themselves. 

To now restore peace, let the military obey orders, and those not of 
the military leave each other alone, thus not breaking the peace them- 
selves. 

In giving the above directions, it is not intended to restrain you in 
other expedient and necessary matters not falling within this range. 

Your obedient servant, 
; A. LINCOLN. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., October 1, 1863—3 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief : 

Iam compelled to relieve Major-General Blunt from hiscommand. I 
would send Brigadier-General McNeil to take his place, but have no 
competent officer to relieve General McNeil. Can you send me an effi- 
cient officer to command either of these districts ? 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, . 
Major-General. 


KANSAS Ciry, Mo., October 1, 1863. 
Capt. L. D. Joy, Leavenworth City; 
Ascertain and telegraph me as to the truth of the report as to the 


Union men being driven from Platte County. Send reliable men to — 


a 
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Weston, and Platte City, and Farley—men who will ascertain the facts: 
correctly. Answer by telegraph what you can ascertain this afternoon, 
and send reports brought from over the river by telegraph or special 
messenger as soon as possible. It is of great concern for me to know 
the exact truth quickly. 
THOMAS EWING, JR, 
Brigadier-General. 


Kansas Crry, Mo., October 1, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


Captain Joy telegraphs from Leavenworth, saying: 


It is true that Union men have been driven out of Platte County by Moss’ men, 
and dare not go back. Captain Fitzgerald’s company has been disbanded, and their 
arms given to returned rebels. The true Union men have left, or were leaving, so 
there are none at Platte City or Farley to send to. Evidence is being taken here all 
the time, which I will send each day. 

ESD JONG 


I think Captain Joy has got an exaggerated statement, but suspect 
there is considerable foundation for the complaints. I will have to- 
morrow reliable information from all the points mentioned in last dis- 
patch. , 

THOMAS EWING, Jr, 
Brigadier- General. 


Kansas Ciry, Mo., October 1, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


Colonel Moss has in his regiment a large proportion of present or 
quondam rebels, including some once in rebel army. Some of the Union 
League at Farley hung two rebels, or rebel sympathizers. A few days 
ago anonymous letters were served on four or five of the Union League 
to quit the county next nigbt, which means were attributed to Colonel 
Moss, his officers, or men. They left for Leavenworth, one of them 
alleging that he was pursued by the militia, causing considerable excite- 
ment in Leavenworth. A meeting was held last night, addressed by 
Price, Burnes, ard Clough, at which the circumstances were detailed 
and colored highly. I telegraphed statement to General Guitar. Ihave 
ordered Captain Joy to prevent armed rebels crossing from Leaven- 
worth, and have since ordered him to send intelligent men to Weston, 
Platte City, and Farley to ascertain the true state of things. I have 
sent (6 p.m.) parties to Parkville and Liberty. Before noon to-morrow 
I can telegraph you an accurate and reliable statement. 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


Macon, Mo., October 1, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 

I have advices from Saint Joseph up to last night, and no word in 
relation to the report mentioned in your dispatch. Lhave no hesitation 
in pronouncing the whole thing an infamous falsehood, gotten up to aid 
the radical delegation at Washington in their revolutionary scheme. 

O. GUITAR, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Saint JosHPH, Mo., October 1, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


The telegraphic dispatch in the Repu of the 30th, from Leav- 
enworth, stating that the ‘Moss men” are driving Union men out of 
Missouri, &c., is totally and maliciously false. 

JNO. F. WILLIAMS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fayetteville, Ark., October 1, 1863—1.50 p. m. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


I have just received advices that the force said to be Shelby’s, of 
which I telegraphed General McNeil yesterday, camped last night near 
Huntsville. Women who are loyal say they counted 1,260 as they 
passed ; thatthey marched four deep; that about900 were armed, and that 
they had three pieces of artillery, one supposed to be a 12- pounder, the 
others smaller; that two guns were brass and one iron. They took the 
road toward Bentonville this morning, and reported themselves going 
into Missouri; that they were to be joined by 1,200 more on the way ; 
that Cabell and others were crossing their men to the north side of 
the Arkansas River in small squads near Roseville and Ozark. I had 
expected an attack here, but think now they intend to cut me off and 
attack Cassville. Look out for them. The women eis eh a large number 


of them in Federal uniform. 
M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 268 Saint Louis, October 1, 1863. 


* * * * * x* * 
IX. The Eighth Provisiénal Regiment of Enrolled Missouri Militia 
will be assembled at Pilot Knob, “Mo., turn over their arms and other 


public property to the proper officers, be paid off, and mustered out of 
' service, without unnecessary delay. 


* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Schofield : 


J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., October 2, 1863—9 a. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


I have just seen your dispatch to Halleck about Major-General Blunts 
If possible, you better allow me to get through with a certain matter 
here before adding to the difficulties of it. Meantime supply me the 
particulars of Major-General Blunt’s case. f 


' A. LINCOLN. 
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Saint Louis, Mo., 
"og October 1 [2], 1863—1 p: m. 
His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States : 


I will send the papers in General Blunt’s case, and defer action until 
I know your pleasure regarding it. I desire, if possible, to diminish 
and not to increase your difficulty. This was one reason why I informed 
Genera! Halleck what I thought it ae ig to do. 
. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief : 


Is it not possible to send me a regiment of Kentucky [regular ?] 
cavalry, to occupy the Kansas border? I can spare two good Vormpscet 
regiments in its place. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


~ WASHINGTON, D. C., October 2, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 
Brig. Gen. J. B. Sanborn has been ordered from Vicksburg to report 
to you for duty. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


KaAwsas City, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

Officer stnt to Parkville returned; says a company of Moss’ men. 
under Capron, were there. One-third of them a year or two ago were in 
the rebel army; three-fourths under bonds. Capron and first heutenant 
have character for loyalty. Three Union men have left Parkville 
through fear, and two talking of leaving; reports there of one Union 
man being driven off a few days ago by them. No great alarm there, 
but uneasiness and anger at arming rebels. This is reliable. Nothing 
yet from other points. 

" THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


Kansas City, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. MARSH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

When will four remaining companies of the Eleventh Missouri reach 
here? The Kansas militia cannot be got and kept together, so as to 
relieve any volunteers from garrison towns in Kansas. With the large 
escort gone to New Mexico, “LT cannot well spare the five companies ot 
the Fourth Missouri until they can be relieved by the remaining com- 
panies of the Eleventh. What shall Ido? I think, as the guerrilla 
warfare will be active for about a month and then subside, it will be 
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well for the companies of the Eleventh to remain with General Brown 
until next month. The companies of the Fourth with me are widely 


scattered. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


’ 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHERN MISSOURI, 
Macon, Mo., October 2, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Your last two dispatches were not received until this morning. I in- 
. terrogated Colonel [John F.] Williams especially in regard to reports con- 
cerning Moss. He advised me that they are wholly without foundation. 
I have the same advice from other sources. I can assure you, general, 
that there is no shadow of truth in these reports, no matter what all Kan- 
sas may say on the subject. This is but part of the preconcerted scheme 
to carry the day at Washington. The lie told, of course will be persisted 
in.* lf Lane, Jennison, Ray, and company are to determine who are loyal 
men in Missouri, you and I, of course, would be driven from the ranks. 
It strikes me this is a strange censorship the people of Kansas propose 
to exercise over Missouri; especially so when it is done under the leader- 
ship and advice of Jim Burnes, who has been a consistent and unfal- 
tering rebel, with the oath of loyalty undigested in his craw, up to six 
weeks since, and Price, whom I know received several thousand dollars 
in the way of bribes for releasing rebel prisoners while in command at 
Weston. 

I received a dispatch from General Ewing last evening. He expresses 
no confidence in the reports, but says that these scoundrels, Burnes and 
_ Price, made speeches in Leavenworth the night before, counseling the 
Kansas people that it might become necessary to invade Missouri. The 
same men, I understand, actually invaded Kansas in 1856 from Missouri. 

My officers are most of them out. My adjutant is absent, but he will 
be up to-day. I will go up to-morrow, and you may rest assured that 
no rebel has or will be armed, and no law-abiding, peaceable citizen will 
be driven out; but men who burn houses over the heads of helpless 
women and children and outrage the persons of innocent and unprotected 
girls will be exterminated, if found, though they die shouting for the 
Union. 

O. GUITAR, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHERN Missouri, 
Macon, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. THomAS EwIna, Jr., 
Kansas City, Mo. : 

The statement that Colonel Moss is arming rebels and driving out 
Union men from Missouri is a base and damnable fabrication, concocted 
in aid of the designs of the conspirators in Misso#ri and Kansas. Can it 
be possible that the truly loyal and patriotic men of Kansas will take 
counsel at the hands of such men as Burnes and Price? The former an 


original and oath-bound traitor; the latter having been charged while in 


command at Weston with releasing rebels from prison for bribes, and at 

least one of-whom, I understand, invaded Kansas from Missouri in 1856. 

Can it be possible that the peace and good neighborhood of these twa 
, 


a 


- Cnar, XXXIV.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 591 


great States is to be made dependent upon the evil machinations of such 
men as Lane and Jennison, Burnes and Price? God forbidit. Youcan 
assure the truly patriotic and loyal men of Kansas that no wrong shall 
- come to them from Northern Missouri, and that no armed rebel or out- 
law shall be permitted to pollute her soil by his tread if the loyal men 
of Northern Missouri can prevent it, which I know they can and will. 
You can equally admonish the people of Kansas that Burnes, Price, An- 
thony, and Jennison will not be permitted to determine the question 
who is and who is not loyal in Northern Missouri. Such a censorship 
will not be admitted or tolerated for a moment. I shall look to it scru- 
pulously that no cause of grievance shall arise upon the border, and, if 
necessary, will do so in person. You are at liberty to use this dispatch 


as you may deem proper. 
O. GUITAR, 


Brigadier-General. “ 


LEXINGTON, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

Troops under command of Colonel Weer and Major Plumb are in the 
western portion of this district robbing the country. Will you please 
order General Ewing to have them immediately withdrawn, and pro- 
hibited from entering it in future? 

EH. B. BROWN, 


Brigadier- General. 


LEXINGTON, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

Cannot spare any troops at present. Guerrillas plenty, and keep all 
our force moving to keep them quiet. Lieutenant-Colonel Crittenden is 
ordered to furnish you facts relative to shooting Dr. Zimmerman. 

EH. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General. 


; Saint Lovis, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
The PRESIDENT : 

I find, upon full inquiry, that the report from Leavenworth, to the 
effect that Union families have been driven out of Missouri, is a gross 
misrepresentation and exaggeration. A few men who claim to be loyal, 
but who have been engaged in murder, robbery, and arson, have been 
driven out. Their leader is Joseph Barnes [Jim Burnes?], whom you 
pardoned at the request of Governor Gamble, and who is now trying 
to overthrow the State government. This Barnes [Burnes ?| and others 
of like character manufactured the excitement in Leavenworth and the 
false report sent to you. It is a base attempt of my enemies to influ- 


ence your action. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Major-General STEELE, 
Thttle Rock, via Cairo : ; 


The rebels are crossing the Arkansas River in some force between 
Little Rock and Fort Smith, and coming north; 1,200 passed Hunts- 
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ville this morning. Can you send some cavalry up the Arkansas Val- 
ley, to intercept them as they are driven back, and prevent others from 


crossing ? ; 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Brigadier-General HOLLAND, ‘ : 
Comdg. Enrolled Mo. Militia, Fourth Mil. Dist., Springfield, Mo. : 


Sir: The colonel commanding directs that you order all the Enrolled - 
Militia stationed at Marshfield, Ozark, and Galena to march, with all 
their camp and garrison equipage, to Cassville, by the way of John J. 
Smith’s, on the Springfield and Cassville road. These troops must 
move without delay, as a large force of the enemy is threatening Cass- _ 
ville. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. G. LAURANT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., October 2, 1863. ° 
Brigadier-General HOLLAND, 
Comdg. Enrolled Mo. Militia, Fourth Mil. Dist., Springfield, Mo. : 


Str: The colonel commanding directs that you order the Enrolled 
Militia at Greenfield, Bolivar, and Buffalo to march to this place with- 
out delay, taking their camp and garrison equipage. ‘The orders for 
the movements of these troops must be sent as soon as practicable, by 
special messenger. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
[C. G. LAURANT,] 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


‘HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Maj. A. A. KING, JR., , 


Commanding in the Field : 


Sir: I am instructed by the district commander to inform you that 
the troops of Carthage and Newtonia (five companies) have been or- 
dered to report to you in the field, and that, if you require more troops, 
you will order the two remaining companies of the Sixth Missouri State 
Militia Cavalry at Neosho to join you. <A force of about 400 rebels is 
now threatening Cassville. The main body of the rebel force had not, 
at last accounts, crossed the Wire road. Re-enforcements are being 
sent to Cassville, where it is hoped they will arrive in time to seize the 
place. You are directed to make frequent reports to these headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
; C. G. LAURANT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


s 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., October 2, 1863. 


Comdg. Officer Detachment 2d Ark. Cav., en route for Cuaron 0o.: 


Sir: The colonel commanding the uence directs that, instead of 
moving into Carroll County, as “ordered, you will march to Cassville 
without delay, and report to Major Eno. A large force of the enemy is 
threatening that post. You must keep a vigilant lookout on the way. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
0. G. LAURANT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISsOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Commanding Officer, Mount Vernon : 

Sir: The colonel commanding directs that you march to Cassville 
with the Enrolled Militia under your command. A large force of the 
enemy is threatening that place. You will move without delay, taking 
-your camp and garrison equipage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
0. G. LAURANT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 
Dispatches received to-day from Major Eno, at Cassville, confirm the 
reports of Colonel Harrison relative to the strength and movements of 
the enemy. I have ordered the concentration of troops at Cassville. 


oo respectfully, 
JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Samnt Louis, Mo., October 2, 1863. 
Col. J. EDWARDS, Springfield : 

Colonel Harrison reports a force of 1,200 rebels camped last night 
near Huntsville. They are said to be going into Missouri. It may be 
necessary to concentrate your forces to meet them. Communicate with 
Colonel Harrison and get full information. Concentrate your forces in 
time; meet and attack the rebels as soon as practicable. Keep me ad- 


vised of everything. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HbdQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No, 269. Saint Louis, October 2, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 

IX. Col. John F., Williams is hereby authorized to reorganize the 
Enrolled Missouri Militia for Buchanan and Andrew Counties, Missouri, 
but will not increase the force now in service. 

- * * * * ae * 

By command of Major-General Schofield : 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 

; Assistant Adjutant-General. 
38 R R—VOL XXII, PT II 
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GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
No. 16. Kansas City, Mo., October 2, 1863. 


I. It is the special duty of commanders of stations in and adjacent to 
the border counties of Missouri to protect loyal persons, now or recently 
residents of those counties, from needless sacrifice of their property. 
They will give escort and assistance whenever practicable to all such 
persons in removing their stock and other personal property to such 
stations or out of those counties. They will assist and protect such per- 
sons in guarding their farms from prairie fires, and allow them to go 
there carrying public arms for self-defense as often as may be necessary, 
subject to such conditions as may be prescribed by such commanders. 

Ii. Beyond such travel as may be necessary for the purposes named 
in the foregoing paragraph, all civilians are prohibited until further 
orders traveling without written permit from a station commander in 
this district or from the general commanding the District of Central 
Missouri, in that part of those counties outside of station limits, and east 
of the Big Blue, and south of the road from Westport to Independence. 
Permits will be given only by commanders of stations in Missouri or on 

_ the line, and to persons of good character, who shall be named in such 
permits, and who are going on legitimate business. Soldiers serving’ 
in Kansas will not go into Missouri unless accompanied, or in writing 
ordered, by a commissioned officer. All persons found in those counties 
in violation of this order will be arrested and summarily punished. 

Iit. All forage, and all cattle, hogs, and sheep fit for butchering, and 
all horses fit for service, taken up as abandoned or captured from the 
enemy, will be taken possession of by commanders of stations, who will 
deliver the same to the acting quartermaster or acting commissary (as 
may be proper) at such station, giving duplicate invoices, and taking 
duplicate receipts for,said property as captured; one copy of which re- 
ceipts will be retained by such station commander, and one sent to these 
headquarters. Such cattle, hogs, and sheep will be slaughtered by the 
acting commissaries at such stations and issued to the troops; and the 
forage will be issued by the acting quartermasters. The horses fit for 
service will be appraised by a board of officers appointed by the com- 

_manding officer of such station, and will be branded with the letters “U. 
8.” by such acting quartermaster, who will issue them as public animals, 
stating in his invoices the appraised value of each. All such property 
so appropriated to public use will be duly accounted for on the returns 
of such officers as captured property. All stock taken up as abandoned 
or captured which shall be found unfit for such use or service will be 
sent by commanders of stations to the district provost-marshal at these 
headquarters. Commanders of stations in Missouri and on the border 
will send, on the 1st and 15th days of each month, to these headquarters 
a statement of the number of horses, cattle, sheep, and hogs, and the 
emount of forage turned over by them at such stations, with one copy 
of the receipt given to them therefor, and with names of owners if prac- 
ticable; and also a statement of the amount of stock sent to the district 
provost-marshal, with names of owners. Oare will be taken to dispose 
of no stock in the manner herein directed, except that of persons of 
known disloyalty. While all practicable aid will be given to known 
loyalists in selling or taking care of their stock and other property, no 
restrictions will be placed on bona fide sales or removals of property of 
other persons late residents of those counties. Farming utensils, furni- 
ture, and other abandoned personal property (except forage and stock) 
must be left untouched by the soldiery. It is the duty of the civil, not 
of the military, authorities to confiscate such property.- 
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IV. To prevent the abuses to which such dealings would inevitably 
lead, officers and soldiers are prohibited dealing, directly or indirectly, 
in stock or other personal property in or adjacent to the border counties 
of Missouri included in this district. All such property bought or sold 
in violation of this order will be taken and disposed of as if captured 
trom the enemy. This prohibition does not apply to the purchase of 
harses necessary for use in the service. 

The general commanding thanks the officers and men on the border 
for the good conduct, zeal, energy, and daring displayed in the toilsome 
and hazardous service in which they are engaged. Heappeals to them 
to abstain from all wanton destruction, in the depopulated district, of . 
property which should be preserved for loyal occupants, and also from 
all attempts to appropriate to themselves any of the claimed or un- 
claimed stock in the country. He hardly need remind them that there 
are in Kansas and Missouri influential men and newspapers whose special 
occupation is to exaggerate every bad act, distort every good one, blazon 
every failure, and hide every success of the officers and soldiers serving 
on the border—denouncing them as cowardly and inefficient and as the 
instruments of rapine and murder. You should be moved by this tirade 
of foul abuse only to a more faithful and energetic discharge of duties, 
by which you will best refute the short-lived slanders of the reckless 
newspapers and titled demagogues by whom you are assailed, and re- 
tain that public approbation you have nobly earned. 

By order of Brigadier-General Ewing: 
H. HANNAGS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Saint LOUIS, 
October 3, 1863. 
The PRESIDENT: 

I have just read the address presented to you by the radical delega- 
tion from Missouri. So far as it refers to me, it is not only untrue in 
spirit, but most of itis literally false. If an answer or explanation from 
me is on any account desirable, I shall be glad to make it. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 3, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis, Mo.: 
There is no Kentucky cavalry regiment available. The three regi- 
ments from Saint Paul should soon report to you. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Sree General-in- Chief. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., October 3, 1863. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C. : 
COLONEL: I inclose herewith, for the information of the General-in- 
Chief, copies of reports of a special inspection of the District of the 
Border and the District of the Frontier,* made by Col. J. V. Du Bois, 


* Omitted as of no present importance. 
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additional aide-de-camp, Capt. 8S. C. Benham, commissary of subsistence, 
and Capt. R. A. Howard, U.S. Volunteer Cavalry. 

This special inspection was ordered. because of reports continually re- 
ceived from various sources, both official and unofficial, of the existence 
of gross frauds and corruption in the administration of the staff depart- 
ments in those districts, and of general demoralization among the troops. _ 
My attention was first officially called to these “irregularities” and 
abuses through the Headquarters of the Army, soon after my assignment 
to this command. I endeavored to correct them by placing restrictions 
upon the staff officers serving in those districts, assigning competent 
and reliable officers to the general control of the quartermaster’s and 
commissary departments in all that portion of this department which 
is supplied from Fort Leavenworth, and ordering that no contracts be 
made except with the approval of the chief quartermaster and com- 
missary of the department. I have every reason to believe that these 
measures have been as successful as could have been expected ; but 
it is manifest that the gross abuses which are shown to exist in the 
field in the District of the Frontier, as well as the general demoraliza- 
tion and lack of efficiency shown by this inspection to exist among the 
troops, can only be remedied by the commanding officer present with 
the troops in the field. Ideem it useless to attempt any further reform 
in that district, and impossible for me to restore that command to a state 
of efficiency, and to protect the interests of the Government while the 
district remains under its present commander, Major-General Blunt. I 
have, therefore, determined to relieve General Blunt from his command, 
and also to relieve from duty some of his staff officers, who appear to 
have been implicated in frauds upon the Government, or who have failed 
to protect the Government interests intrusted to them. Ihave informed 
the General-in-Chief by telegraph of my intention to relieve General 
Blunt, and asked him to send me a general officer to take his place or 
that of General McNeil, whom I have thought of as General Blunt’s 
successor. In reply, the General-in-Chief has"informed me that a gen- 
eral officer has been ordered to report to me for duty. It is proper for 
me to state that my decision to relieve General Blunt is not based upon 
any knowledge of his direct complicity in the frauds upon the Govern- 
ment Which have been perpetrated in the district under his command. 
I have not the means of ascertaining the truth or falsity of the reports 
concerning this matter. My aim is to reclaim the troops of that com- 
mand from the disgraceful condition in which they now are, to bring 
them to a proper state of efficiency, and to protect the interests of the 
Government in future. This manifestly cannot be done so long as the 
troops remain under the commander who has brought them, or permitted 
them to be brought while under his immediate command, into their pres- 
ent condition, and under whose immediate eye the interests of the Gov- 
ernment have been so shamefully sacrificed. I will, as soon as practi- 
cable, make to the General-in-Chief such recommendations relative to 
the Indian brigade and other matters referred to in the inclosed in- 
spection reports as upon full consideration shall seem to be for the good 
of the service. The inspection reports also show serious irregularities 
and misconduct among the officers and men in the District of the Border, 
under the command of Brigadier-General Ewing. It is due to this offi- 
cer, however, to state that he has been in command of that district but a 
comparatively short time, and has labored under peculiar difficulties, re- 
sulting in a great measure from the bad condition existing in the dis- 
trict, and the demoralized condition of a portion of his troops at the 
time he was placed in command. I have confidence in General Hwing’s 
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desire and ability to correct the existing evils, so far as can be done with 
the troops under his command. I shall, as soon as possible, replace 
the Kansas and Missouri troops which now occupy the border with 
troops from other States, who will be free from the local prejudices 
which have caused so much trouble; but it is nearly impossible to find 
volunteer troops that can be relied upon to perform the delicate duties 
required on the border of Missouri and Kansas. I believe there is no 
part of the country in which a regiment of regular cavalry could render 
so valuable service to the Government, and I respectfully request that 
a regiment may be sent me for that service, if possible. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


, Major-General, Commanding Department. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 

Saint Louis, October 3, 1863. 

Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


COLONEL: In connection with the report of Colonel Du Bois, aide- 
de-camp, herewith forwarded for the consideration of the War Depart- 
ment, I have the honor to request that, for the benefit of the service in 
my command, authority may be vested in me to dismiss from the serv- 
ice, subject to the approval of the President, such commissioned officers 
in this department as are well known to be worthless or incompetent, 
and, generally, such delinquents as would in my judgment be infallibly 
dismissed if brought before a court-martial. 

In a command necessarily scattered over so large an extent of coun- 
try as the department I have the honor to command, there must be, and 
there are, some district commanders and many other subordinate com- 
manders with whom, either through ignorance or neglect or failure to 
appreciate the due importance thereof, the reins of discipline are loosely 
held, or even in some instances utterly neglected. In consequence, offi- 
cers are absent from their appropriate duties without due authority, upon 
frivolous pretexts or without pretexts; drunkenness, disregard of daty, 
and demoralization ensue in theranks. If courts-martial be ordered to 
try each case of delinquency deserving or requiring dismissal, a large 
proportion of the good, reliable officers would be on such duty away from 
their commands. ‘The application of this correction would, in my opin- 
ion, aggravate the evil. I cannot but think the effect upon the disci- 
-pline and morale of a command constituted as mine is, of granting to its 
commander the power of summary dismissal for aggravated offenses, 
would be extremely beneficial, if exercised with sound judgment and 
discretion. 

If other instances of the like power being granted to department 
commanders have not proved unsatisfactory to the War Department, I 
most respectfully urge the application upon the consideration of the 
honorable Secretary of War. Jn conclusion, I should state, that should 
the desired authority be granted, I should only propose to exercise it in 
ordinary cases of well-established delinquencies, where the culprits are 
manifestly unworthy of the consideration of a court-martial, and where 
the benefit arising from the effect of an example to be obtained through 
a court might not be expected. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General, 
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Kansas Orry, Mo., October 3, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 


Reports from Liberty, by Van Horn, who saw Colonel Moss, and 
brought letter from him, saying he has issued one hundred arms in 
Clay and two hundred and fifty in Platte, and that no men have been 
ordered off, or driven off, or killed or threatened by his men. Van Horn 
could learn nothing there of acts of violence, but is convinced that Moss 
is arming rebels and sympathizers, and thereby arousing the passions of 
Union men, who will not go into the organization. From Leavenworth 
extravagant reports, given by Summers and Steele, of Parkville, Hal- 
lett and Baker, of Farley, who say they fled from fear, and assert that 
one hundred and fifty families fled from Parkville; in fact, I think but 
three or four have gone. Fitzgerald’s provisional company say they 
were disbanded for refusing to obey Moss, and many of them have gone 
to Leavenworth and entered the Fifteenth, and they are responsible for 
much of the exaggeration. I think Moss, by receiving disloyal men, 
has driven all the radicals out of the organization, and the affair is 
assuming a party complexion, and that’s what’s the matter! I have 
sent Moss copies of my two former telegrams and Captain Joy’s report. 
Will telegraph reports from Farley, Weston, and Platte City. No ex- 
citement at Leavenworth now. 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


. KANsAs City, Mo., October 3, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : : 


Reports from Platte City, Weston, and Farley. Forty or fifty families 
[have left] from fear of being forced into militia organization, or of per- 
sonal violence, or from disgust. Notices to quit shown in Leavenworth, 
alleged to come from Moss’ men. No proof. A general belief among 
loyal men that a majority in the organization not only have been, but 
still are, rebels. The feeling is so violent among Union men in Platte 
against the policy of arming men of rebel reputation, and is so strongly 
and universally sympathized with in Kansas, that I fear serious evil 
will result. 


THOMAS EWING, JrR., 
Brigadier-Generat. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harrisonville, Mo., October 3, 1863. 


“Commanding Officer, Pleasant Hill: 


Sir: I have information that Quantrill, with 500 or 600 men, came 
into Rose Hill yesterday, and plundered, tore up, and burned everything 
obnoxious to him; also that 100 of his men took dinner with Coleman, a 
farmer living on Big Creek. About the same number with Gates. They 
were having a big, high burning in that vicinity. As to the number, I 
think it is exaggerated, but I believe he was there, and that some of his 
men were seen on Big Creek to-day by my informant. Quantrill reports. 
himself as on his road south. I have scouts out south and southwest. 
A party of Ladds, from this station, who were out foraging, were fired 
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on by bushwhackers 4 miles out. The Ladds rallied and chased them 
6 miles down Grand River. Any information received hereafter will be 
forwarded immediately. 
Respectfully, 
C. 8. CLARK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 


P. S.—Please forward the contents of this to General Ewing and 
Colonel Weer. 


Daeg JEFFERSON CITY, Mo., October 3, 1863. 
General E. B. Brown, 


Commanding Central District of Missouri : 


GENERAL: As to your order dated October [September ?] 24, 1863, 
I went to Warsaw and vicinity, and I find there that Port Thornton, John 
Bunch, and William Bunch were shot by a scout, on the 9th and 10th 
of August, commanded by Lieut. Gustavus Westhoff. The men were 
oS recognized, but belong to the Seventh Regiment Missouri State 

ilitia. 

I find that John B. Wright was taken out of his wagon and shot 
by a man by the name of West. There were two men who did the 
murder. They left their command and followed Mr. Wright. I was 
unable to get the officer’s name that was in command. There was a 
man by the name of John Palston, who was the guide for the scout, 
and this murder was committed near Palston’s house. I could not see 
him at all. My opinion is that Palston had something to do with the 
murder of Wright on the 10th of August, 1863. I find that? these men 
belong to the Seventh Regiment Missouri State Militia Cavalry, and. 
are said to belong to Captain Foster’s. company. 

William Carpenter and James Scuggs were shot, while at their farms 
near Ducroc, by Major Allen’s command, but I cannot find who did the 
murder. Allen was incommand himself. 

I find that Albert Stemmert and a man by the name of Mitchel, with - 
four others, did, in September, set fire to a vacant house, the property 
of Mrs. Hoods, of Benton County, and burned it down. When they 
were setting fire to it, William Hughes, a justice of the peace of Ben- 
ton County, went to them, and wanted to put the fire ont. They told 
him that if he put the fire out, they would shoot him. ‘chis is the same 
lot of men that are accused of murdering Austin Blankinship, John 
Nelson, and William Holland, at Cole Camp. I could not get the 
names of these men, but they are the men of the Kighth Missouri State 
Militia that were on furlough, only Stemmert and Mitchel. I think that 
Captain Freund, of Cole Camp, is in possession of all the facts, and, if 
he is put on his oath, he will perhaps tell. 

I find, at or near Cole Camp, that Captain [Hénry] McCabe, of the 
Highth Regiment Missouri State Militia Cavalry, did take a horse from 
James Nickels, and did abuse him, calling him a rebel, and was going to 
shoot him. Nickels is one of the best Union men of Benton County. 
McCabe was drunk, and the most of his men. 

I find, near Cole Camp Creek, that Jasper Ferdner, Samuel Williams, 
and a negro man of Tirey’s were robbed; also Samuel Morris. From 
the bestinformation I can get, it was Lieutenant [ William] Logan, Com- 
pany B, Sixth Regiment Missouri State Militia, that committed the rob- 
beries of money, mules, horses, and one gun. He gave his name as Tom 
Jobe. 
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IT find that Captain Stall was present when one of his men took a 
horse from EB. S. Drake, near Warsaw,-when on the march from Warsaw 
to Cole Camp. This horse had been left by the rebels, and one of 
Drake’s horses taken. This man took the horse out of the yard and led 
it off to Warsaw, or in that direction. Captain Stall asked him where 
he was going, and his answer was, “Going to town to send my pony 
home,” and he did go. The command was then on the march to Cole 
Camp. When the command returned to Warsaw, Mr. Drake had two 
mules stolen out of his barn. 

General, you are faulted, or rather censured, for all this bad conduct 
of the officers and soldiers, for not being harsh enough. I find that 
your General Order on the whisky gives satisfaction to all good citizens, 


I remain, your obedient servant, 
GHEORGHE GRAHAM.- 


DONIPHAN, via PATTERSON, October 3 [?], 1863. 
‘ (Received October 5.) 


General Fisk: 


Iam at this place. We have 6 rebel soldiers prisoners, and have 
killed 7 more. We are all right, and leave for Pocahontas this morning. 
You need fear nothing from me. Send Captain Powers to me with sup- 
plies, with about 25 men, or all his company when I need them. I 
have captured a large mail coming up from Arkansas. 

W. T. LEEPER, 
Commanding Expedition. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., October 3, 1863. 
General Fisk, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

I am just now in receipt of message from Captain Leeper, of Septem- 
ber 30. Was on Black River, where the road from Greenville to Doni- 
phan crosses it. He was unwell, but kept moving, and designed to 
reach Doniphan on the 2d instant, where Tim. Reves is reported with 
600 men. Leeper has not seen a rebel since he left, and intimates that 
he does not expect to find any at Doniphan. Says his men have behaved 
admirably ; not even a distressed chicken has been heard to squall. 

G. A. HOLLOWAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 270. § Saint Louis, Mo., October 3, 1863. 

VJII. Hereafter all issues of subsistence stores to suffering and des. 
titute refugees, &c., will be confined strictly to loyal persons, and such 
only as can prove, by reliable witnesses, that they are, and have been, 
loyal to the Government of the United States since the breaking out of 
the present rebellion, and that they are, at the time the issue is made, 
in actual want and in danger of starvation if not temporarily relieved. 
In all cases when, ‘“ after careftl examination,” it shall be deemed ad- 
visable to issue subsistence to indigent loyal refugees, the issue will 
never exceed half rations of meat, bread, beans, and hominy. No other 
parts of the rations will be issued. It is not intended that these issues 
shall be continued permanently to any person or persons, but tempo- 
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rarily, and for such a length of time only as to enable the parties so 
relieved to find occupation and maintenance through their own exer- 
tions. The commanding officers of districts, posts, and where these 
issues are authorized, will be held responsible that this charity of the 
Government is not abused. The chaplain, where there is one at posts 
where these issues are authorized, will be held accountable that none 
but really indigent persons in danger of starvation shail receive the 
allowances of subsistence stores indicated, and this only for such a 
length of time as to enable them to procure food by their own exertions. 
When there is no chaplain at the posts where these issues are author- 
ized, the officer commanding the district in which said posts are situated 
will detail a discreet, energetic, and reliable officer to examine into the 


_ merits of applicants for subsistence under this order, and such officer 


will be governed in his actions as herein indicated. The chaplain or 
other officer detailed for the duties herein mentioned will keep a list of 
all persons to whom subsistence is issued under this order, and will 
make out provision returns for the approval of the commanding officer 
of the post, as in the case of other issues. At the end of each month a 
report will be made out by the chaplain or other officer having charge 
of these duties, and forwarded, through the proper channel, to these 
headquarters, which report shall give the names of each and every per- 
son to whom issues are made, and the whole length of time during which 
subsistence has been issued to each. The officers indicated above will, 
in all cases, give such assistance as within their power to procure work 
for the persons to whom subsistence may be issued, so that, by their 
own exertions, the loyal refugees may be enabled to maintain them- 
selves. If, after being temporarily relieved, refugees make no efforts to 
sustain themselves or fail to avail themselves of favorable opportunities 
to procure work, they will no longer be allowed subsistence from the 
Government. 
* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Schofield : 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., October 3, 1863. 
Major-General PoPE, Milwaukee: 


Report where the regiments sent to Saint Louis now are; also their 


progress from time to time. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WASHINGTON, D. O©., October 4, 1863.—11 a. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 


I think you will not have just cause to complain of my action. 
A. LINCOLN. 


HEADQUARTERS CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, 
Warrensburg, Mo., October 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD : 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis : 
G&NERAL: I have the honor to report my return to this post to-day. 
I found the troops concentrated too much for effective operations against 
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guerrillas, and have distributed them on the line of the border, as I 
wrote you from Lexington. I do not think there will be much difficulty 
in restoring quiet to the country. The greatest difficulty will be har- 
monizing the troubles with the Union men, but I do not despair of 
doing this. The continuance of the railroad to this post would have a 
good effect, and the change would be immediate. I have written to the 
superintendent of the railroad company inquiring into the situation, and 
suggested to him that, if labor was necessary, the idle negroes that are 
about the camps could be pressed into that service as a military meas- 
ure. The active operations against guerrillas have been attended with 
good effect; a large number have been so much harassed that they have 
moved south. Fifty-four horses have been captured in the past week 
and several guerrillas killed. I go to Clinton to-morrow. 
I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 
__E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., October 4, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


Hight hundred rebels, under Brown, Ingraham, and Coffee, were 
encamped 6 miles east of Cross Hollows, the 2d instant, with one 12- 
pounder field howitzer and one rifled piece. No communication between 
Cassville and Fayetteville for three dayspast. I will have a train of 
quartermaster’s and commissary and ordnance supplies of 80 wagons at 
Cassville in three days. I expect to go down myself, and open commnu- 
nication with Fayetteville, and expel the enemy from the country. The 
troops withdrawn from this post will be fully supplied to-day by other 
troops from northern and eastern parts, of the Missouri State Militia and 
Enrolled Missouri Militia. Captain Hopkins came through two days 
ago from Fort Smith. Reports Colonel Harrison had a brush with a 
force of rebels 7 miles from Fayetteville last Sunday ; found them too 
strong, and returned to Fayetteville. 


JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


. SPRINGFIELD, Mo., October 4, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis: 


Major Eno’s scouts brought in to-day 3 prisoners, captured from 
Shelby’s command. ‘They report Coffee will attack Newtonia to-night 
or to-morrow. I have ordered Major Eno to march to-night to New- 
tonia. He will have 350 cavalry. There are three companies at Car- 
thage I ordered several days ago to join these at Newtonia. I have 
ordered Colonel Harrison to move rapidly with his command after 
Shelby, leaving 200 men and one section of Stark’s battery to garrison 
post of Fayetteville. One battalion Eighteenth lowa and one section 
of Rabb’s battery will reach Cassville to- -morrow at 11 a. m. 

JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding District. 
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ERS DIstRICcT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 

Springfield, Mo., October 4, 1863. 
» Cassville : 
Mth Iowa Infantry left here yesterday, and will be at 
Neege-mhorrow. You will leave 50 men at Cassville and move 
forthwith by forced marches in the direction of Newtonia. There are 
three companies at Newtonia, two at. Neosho, two at Carthage, and 
Major King is between Newtonia and Pineville, with four companies. 
Try to make a connection with him. The companies at Newtonia and 
Carthage have been ordered to join Major King. You will order the 
two companies at Neosho to report to you. 

JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
: Springfield, Mo., October 4, 1863. 
Commanding Officer, Neosho: 

Sir: Positive information has been received this day that a rebel 
force 1,000 strong, with three pieces of artillery, crossed the Wire road 
near Sugar Creek, marching toward Bentonville, with the intention of 
joining Coffee, near Pineville, and to attack Newtonia. The troops at 
Carthage and Newtonia have been ordered to join Major King in the 
field. You will also join him on the receipt of the inclosed orders, and 
communicate this intelligence to him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 4, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWING: 

A considerable rebel force is reported at Pineville, Mo., to-day, moving 
north. It may design to attack Fort Scott, or, perhaps, come farther 
north. Inform General Blunt, and re-enforce Fort Scott, if necessary. 
You may have to concentrate some of your troops to meet the rebels. 
They are reported as high as 1,800 strong. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harrisonville, Mo., October 4, 1863. 


Brigadier-General Ewine, Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: I received information yesterday that Quantrill was in 
Rose Hill Friday last, with 500 or 600 men, which I communicated to 
the commanding officer of Pleasant Hill, requesting him to forward to 
you and Colonel Weer. I had good reasons to believe that Quantrill 
could have but two objects in concentrating at Rose Hill, one to move 
directly south, the other to make a raid in Kansas, by marching across 
to Grand River by or near Austin, and enter Kansas south of Cold 
Water Grove. 

I sent a scout of 20 men, under Lieutenant [Jesse E.] Parsons, with in- 
structions to go as far as Mormon Fork, 16 miles south of this station. 
The scout started this morning at 8 o’clock, and returned at 9:o’clock 
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to-night, without discovering any trail. I learned from@ 
of the Fifth Missouri Provisional Militia, who was e 
judge from Warrensburg to this place, atid passed th 
to-day, that he learned at Rose Hill that Quantrill pass 
place Friday last with 500 or 600; and that he also learfi ya 
just in from Germantown, that Quantrill crossed the Osag@mtar that 
place with some 300 men Saturday morning. I have made-every effort 
to get information as to Quantrill’s whereabouts since I have been at 
this station, and I believe the above to be correct, except that of his 
crossing the Osage, though I think he could have crossed in the time. 
It looks to me as though he would try and get the bushwhackers on 
Grand River, above Austin, before going south, unless he places more 
‘confidence in their meeting him on the Osage than I possibly could, for 
‘my men have been chasing them yesterday and to-day. I have no 
other reasons to doubt the correctness of the information given above. 
Captain Duncan arrived at 6 o’clock this evening. My men are much 
worn, and horses jaded, but I will find where Quantrill has gone, to-mor- 
row or rather to-day. It is now past 1 o’clock. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. 8. CLARK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, D. C., October 5, 1863. 


Hon. CHARLES D. DRAKE and others, Committee : 


GENTLEMEN: Your original address, presented on the 30th ultimo, 
and the four supplementary ones, presented on the 3d instant, have 
been carefully considered. [I hope you will regard the other duties 
claiming my attention, together with the great length and importance 
of the documents, as constituting a sufficient apology for my not having 
responded sooner. 2 

These papers, framed for a common object, consist of the things de- 
manded and the reasons for demanding them. The things demanded 
are: First, that General Schofield shall be relieved, and General Butler 
be appointed as commander of the Military Department of the Missouri ; 
second, that the system of Enrolled Militia in Missouri may be broken 
up, and national forces be substituted for it; and, third, that at elections 
persons may not be allowed to vote who are not entitled by law to do so. 
Among the reasons given, enough of suffering and wrong to Union men 
is certainly and, I suppose, truly stated, yet the whole case as presented 
fails to convince me that General Schofield or the Enrolled Militia is 
responsible for that suffering and wrong. The whole can be explained 
on a more charitable and, as I think, a more rational hypothesis. 

We are in civil war. In such cases there always is a main question ; 
but in this case that question is a perplexing compound, Union and 
slavery. It thus becomes a question, not of two sides merely, but at 
least four sides, even among those who are for the Union, saying noth- 
ing of those who are against it. Thus, those who are for the Union 
with, but not without, slavery; those for it without, but not with; 
those for it with or without, but prefer it with; and those for it with 
or without, but prefer it without. Among these, again, is a subdivision 
of those who are for gradual, but not for immediate, and those who are 
for immediate, but not for gradual, extinction of slavery. It is easy to 
conceive that all these shades of opinion, and even more, may be sin- 
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cerely entertained by honest and truthful men, yet all being for the 
Union, by reason of these differences each will prefer a different way 
of sustaining the Union. At once sincerity is questioned and motives 
are assailed. Actual war coming, blood grows hot and blood is spilled ; 
thought is forced from old channels into confusion; deception breeds 
and thrives, confidence dies, and universal suspicion reigns. Each man 
feels an impulse to kill his neighbor, lest he be first killed by him; re 
venge and retaliation follow, and all this, as before said, may be among 
honest men only. But this is not ail. Every foul bird comes abroad 
and every dirty reptile rises up. These add crime to confusion. Strong 
measures, deemed indispensable, but harsh at best, such men make 
worse by maladministration. Murders for old grudges and murders 
_ for pelf proceed under any cloak that will best cover for the occasion. 

These causes amply account for what has occurred in Missouri, with- 
out ascribing it to the weakness or wickedness of any general. The 
newspaper files, those chronicles of current events, will show that the 
evils now complained of were quite as prevalent under Frémont, Hunter, - 
Halleck, and Curtis as under Schofield. If the former had greater force 
opposed to them, they also had greater forces with which to meet it. 
When the organized rebel army left the State, the main Federal force 
had to go also, leaving the department commander at home relatively 
no stronger than before. Without disparaging any, I affirm with con- 
fidence that no commander of that department has, in proportion to his 
means, done better than General Schofield. 

The first specific charge against General Schofield is that the Enrolled’ 
Militia was placed under his command, when it had not been placed 
under the command of General Curtis. ‘This, I believe, is true; but 
you do not point out, nor can I conceive, how that did or could injure 
loyal men or the Union cause. 

You charge that, upon General Curtis being superseded by General 
Schofield, Franklin A. Dick was superseded by James O. Broadhead as 
provost-marshal-general. No very specified showing is made as to how 
this did or could injure the Union cause. It recalls, however, the con- 
dition of things, as presented to me, which led to a change of com- 
manders for the department. 

To restrain contraband intelligence and trade, a system of searches, 
seizures, permits, and passes had been introduced by General Frémont. 
When General Halleck came, he found and continued the system, and 
added an order, applicable to some parts of the State, to levy and col- 
lect contributions from noted rebels to compensate losses and relieve 
destitution caused by the rebellion. The action of General Frémont 
and General Halleck, as stated, constituted a sort of system, which Gen- 
eral Curtis found in full operation when he took command of the de- 
partment. That there was a necessity for something of the sort was 
clear, but that it could only be justified by stern necessity, and that it 
was liable to great abuse in administration, was equally clear. Agents 
toexecute it, contrary to the great prayer, were ledinto temptation. Some 
might, while others would not, resist that temptation. It was not possi- 
ble to hold any to a very strict accountability, and those yielding to the 
temptation wonld sell permits and passes to those who would pay most 
and most readily for them, and would seize property and collect levies 
in the aptest way to fill their own pockets. Money being the object, 
the man having money, whether loyal or disloyal, would be a.victim. 
This practice doubtless existed to some extent, and it was a real addi- 
tional evil that it could be and was plausibly charged to exist in greater 
extent than it did. 

When General Curtis took command of the department, Mr. Dick, 
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against whom I never knew anything to be alleged, had general charge 
of this system. A controversy in regard to it rapidly grew into almost 
unmanageable proportions. One side ignored the necessity and magni 
fied the evils of the system, while the other ignored the evils and mag- 
nified the necessity, and each bitterly assailed the motives of the other. 
I could not fail to see that the controversy enlarged in the same propor. 
tion as the professed Union men there distinctly took sides in the oppos- 
ing political parties. I exhausted my wits, and very nearly my patience 
also, in efforts to convince both that the evils they charged on each 
other were inherent in the case, and could not be cured by giving either 
party a victory over the other. ; 

Plainly the initiatory system was not to be perpetual, and it was 
plausibly urged that it could be modified at once with advantage. The 
case could hardly be worse, and whether it could be made better could 
only be determined by a trial. In this view, and not to ban or brand 
General Curtis, or to give a victory to any party, I made the change of 
commander for the department. 

I now learn that soon after this change Mr. Dick was removed, and 
that Mr. Broadhead, a gentleman of no less good character, was put in 
the place. The mere fact of this change is more distinctly complained 
of than is any conduct of the new officer or other consequence of the 
change. I gave the new commander his instructions as to the adminis- 
tration of the system mentioned, beyond what is contained in the pri- 
vate letter, afterward surreptitiously published, in which I directed him 
to act solely for the public good and independently of both parties. 
Neither anything you have presented me nor anything I have other- 
wise learned has convinced me that he has been unfaithful to this charge. 


Imbecility is urged as one cause of removing General Schofield, and - 


the late massacre at. Lawrence, Kans., is preferred as evidence of that 
imbecility. To my mind that fact scarcely tends to prove the proposi- 
tion. That massacre is only an example of what Grierson, John [H.] 
Morgan, and many others might have repeatedly done in their respect- 
ive raids, had they chosen to incur the personal hazard and possessed 
the fiendish hearts to do it. 

The charge is made that General Schofield, on purpose to protect the 


Lawrence murderers, would not allow them to be pursued in Missouri. 


While no punishment could be too sudden or too severe for those mur- 
derers, [ am well satisfied that the preventing of the threatened reme- 
died raid into Missouri was the only safe way to avoid all indiscriminate 
massacre, thus including probably more innocent than guilty. Instead 
of condemning, I therefore approve what I understand General Scho- 
field did in that latter respect. 

The charges that General Schofield has purposely withheld protection 
from loyal people, and purposely facilitated the objects of the disloyal, 
are altogether beyond my power of belief. I do not arraign the veracity 
of gentlemen as to the facts complained of, but I do more than question 
the judgment which would infer that those facts occurred in accordance 
with the purposes of General Schofield. 

With my present views, I must decline to remove General Schofield. 
In this I decide nothing against General Butler. I sincerely wish it 
was convenient to assign him a suitable command. In order to meet 
some existing evils, [have addressed a letter of instructions to General 
Schofield, a copy of which I inclose to you.* 

As to the Enrolled Militia, I shall endeavor to ascertain better than 
I now know what is its exact value. Let me say now, however, that 


* See p. 585. 
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your proposal to substitute national force for the Enrolled Militia im- 
plies that, in your judgment, the latter is doing something which needs 
to be done, and, if so, the proposition to throw that force away, and to 
supply the place by bringing other forces from-the field, where they are 
equally needed, seems to be very extraordinary. Whence shall they 
come? Shall they be withdrawn from Banks or Grant or Steele or 
Rosecrans? Few things have been so grateful to my anxious feelings 
as when, in June last, the local force in Missouri aided General Scho- 
field to so promptly send so large a general force to the relief of General 
Grant, then investing Vicksburg and menaced from without by General 
Johnston. Was thisall wrong? Should the Enrolled Militia then have 
been broken up and General Herron detached from Grant to police Mis- 
souri? So far from finding cause to object, I confess to a sympathy for 
whatever relieves our general force in Missouri and allows it to serve 
elsewhere. I, therefore, as at present advised, cannot attempt the de- 
struction of the Enrolled Militia of Missouri. I may add that the force 
being under the national military coutrol, it is also within the proclama- 
tion in regard to the habeas corpus. 

I concur in the propriety of your request in regard to elections, and 
have, as you see, directed General Schofield accordingly. I do not feel 
justified to enter upon the broad field you present in regard to the polit- 
ical defenses between radicals and conservatives. From time to time I 
have done and said what appeared to me proper to do and say. The 
public knows it all. It obliges nobody to follow me, and I trust it 
obliges me to follow nobody. The radicals and conservatives each agree 
with me in some things and disagree in others. I could wish both to 
agree with me in ail things, for then they would agree with each other, 
and would be too strong for any foe from any quarter. They, however, 
choose to do otherwise, and I do not question their right. I, too, shall 
do what seems to be my duty. I hold whoever commands in Missouri 
or elsewhere responsible to me, and not to either radicals or conserva- 
tives. It is my duty to hear all, but at last I must within my sphere 
judge what to do and what to forbear. 


Your obedient servant, 
A. LINCOLN. 


OFFICE OF CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, 
Saint Louis, October 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: The continued destruction of steamboats, by fire, on these 
waters is assuming a very alarming feature. Unquestionably there is 
an organized band of incendiaries, members of which are stationed at 
every landing. Itis a current report here that the Confederate Govern- 
ment has secretly offered a large reward for the destruction of our 
' steamers. Already some fourteen first-class boats have been burned, 
and this is equivalent to 10 per cent. of the whole river transportation. 
-Increase of watchmen and extra vigilance do not seem to arrest this 
insidious enemy. The incendiary, when it serves his purpose, becomes 
one of the crew, and thus secures himself from detection. I apprehend 

that there are disloyal men in disguise in the employ of every steamer, 
and it will be difficult to eliminate them. General Schofield is alive to 
the importance of some extra official action. What would you advise? 
Very respectfally, your obedient servant, 
; ROBT. ALLEN, 
Chief Quartermaster. 


F 
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WARRENSBURG, Mo., October 5, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD: 

Lieutenant: Colonel Lazear has been in hot pursuit of the guerrillas 
for the past ten days, and has driven them out of this portion of the 
district. Four hundred passed Rose Hill, on their way south, on Friday. 
I have ordered the pursuit continued. General McNeil’s troops may, 
possibly, intercept them. 

HK. B. BROWN, 


Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., October 5, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. ALFRED SULLY, 
Commanding Military Hapedition : 


GENERAL: Your several letters and reports concerning your cam- 
paign and the battle with the Indians near White Stone Hill, have been 
received and transmitted to the Headquarters of the Army. The re- 
sults are entirely satisfactory, and I doubt not that the effect upon the 
Northwestern Indians will be, as you report, of the highest consequence. 
Whilst I regret that difficulties and obstacles of a serious character 
prevented your co-operation with General Sibley at the time hoped, I 
bear willing testimony to the distinguished conduct of yourself and 
your command, and to the important. service you have rendered to the 
Government. It gives me the greatest pleasure to perform the agree- 
able duty of presenting to the Government the names of the officers and 
men who were particularly distinguished in your campaign. To your- 
self and your command, general, | tender my thanks and congratula- 
‘tions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Sart Lovis, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

About1,000 rebel Missourians, who refused to cross the Arkansas with 
Price, have passed west of Springfield, going north, and have been joined 
by all the guerrillas in that part of Missouri. I have all my available — 
troops in pursuit, and hope to capture or destroy the rebel force. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIES: 

A rebel force, from 1,000 to 2,000 strong, passed Greenfield this morn- 
ing, going northeast ; they may try to return somewhere east of Spring- 
field. Send ail the cavalry you can spare as far west as Lebanon, to 
help to intercept them if they come that way. Report what you can do. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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; SPRINGFIELD, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


Lieutenant Phelps, just arrived at Cassville, reports that Brooks has 
400 men at Huntsville, and that several guerrilla bands are concen- 
trating there from Carrollton and other places, and conscripting all that 
they can lay hands upon. 

JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis: 


The enemy were in Greenfield this morning, 2,000 strong, going north- ~ 
east. ‘am after them. 
JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Col. J. EDWARDS, Springfield, Mo.: : 

Concentrate all your movable force and attack Shelby’s force wher- 
ever you can find them, but keep south of him, and keep your men and 
horses in good condition, so as to prevent his escape into Arkansas. 
Send me whatever information you may have, frequently, so that I may 
direct the movements of troops from the north. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, ‘ 
Springfield, Mo., October 6, 1863—11 a. m. 
Colonel HARRISON: 

I have just received your dispatch of the 5th in relation to your mov- 
ing up toward Pineville. The enemy, if he does not divide, will be 2,000 
strong; now at Carthage, and trying to go into Jackson County, but will 
be driven back, and will try to get out again into Arkansas. That we 
must prevent. Follow up rapidly in his rear and give him battle when- 
ever youcan. I will leave to-day, via Greenfield, with three pieces of 
artillery and a column. Colonel Campbell is at Cassville, and had Cap- 
tain Stark’s ammunition. I shall order him to try and get across, with 
a portion of it for Captain Stark, to go to Newtonia. You will send a 
detachment from Neosho and receive it at Newtonia. I will go from 
Greenfield, in the direction of Lamar, and hope to form a junction with 
you. Keep me advised of your movements. 

JNO. EDWARDS, . 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Kansas Ciry, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Commanding Officer, Lexington, Mo. ; 

I have received the following telegram from General Schofield, which 
please send by special messenger to General Brown, if he is not at 
Lexingtor: 

Brigadier-General EWING: 
Shelby, with from 1,000 to1,500 men, passed Carthage yesterday, going north, He 
39 R R—VOL XXII, PT U 
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is said to be making for Jackson County. Be sure to concentrate force enough to 
meet and destroy him, if possible. General Brown will co-operate with you. Com- 


municate with him. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
I will concentrate troops near Butler. I wish you would also concen- 
trate within supporting distance, and advise me. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


KAnsaAs Crry, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

I will get 500 men, half ¢avalry and half infantry , together at Pleasant 
Hill, instead of Lone Jack, to-morrow, Thursday forenoon. I wilt leave 
here to-morrow night. Have General Brown communicate ‘with me 
there. I will bave infantry in wagons, and will have six howitzers. 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Brigadier-General HOLLAND, 
Enrotled Missouri Militia, Springfield, Mo.: 


Call out all the militia of your district which you can make available 
in the pursuit of Shelby. Prevent his escape into Arkansas if possible. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., October 6, 1863. - 
Col.;WiLLIAM WEER, Commanding Troops in the Field: 


CoLoNEL: I send copies of three dispatches from General Schofield, 
one reporting Shelby passing through Carthage yesterday,* another 
reporting his passing through Greenfield + this morning; also a tele- 
gram as to depredations, as to which be careful, for there is a good deal 
of feeling against me already among Missourians, whieb will not be 
lessened by plundering. Don’t let the troops take stock except from 
guerrillas. Make them let Brown’s people alone. You know the sec- 
ond tier of counties is in Brown’s district now. If your advices do not 
differ from the second dispatch of General Schofield, you will move in 
the direction of Clinton, where General Brown is, as General Schofield 
telegraphs me, and open communication with him, and, if necessary, 
report to him. 

f will leave here to-morrow afternoon, with about 500 men and six 
howitzers, via Pleasant Hill, at which point I wish you to communicate 
with me, and let me know all you have heard and where you are. I 
cannot believe Shelby will venture up as high even as Sedalia with 
but 2,000 men, and am inclined to think his foree will break up into 
several bodies for a few raids and then disperse. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
THOMAS EWING, Jr., 


*See Ewing to commanding officer at Lexington, October 6, 1863, p. 609. 
+See Schofield to Davies, October 6, 1863, p. 608. 


Brigadier-General. 


! 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, October 6, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM WEER, 
Commanding, &e. : 


COLONEL: Inclosed are copies of telegrams from General Schofield to 
me, and telegram from me to General Schofield,* and copies of General 
Orders, No. 16.+ 

Colonel Lynde is out from Trading Post, down the Osage, with 117 
men. I will concentrate available troops about Westport or Trading 
Post. I think you had better move somewhat westward and in that 
direction, so as not to let Shelby get between you and Kansas. Keep 
me thoroughly advised as to your movements, and send your messen- 
gers by some other than the ordinary route. 1 shall send this to Har- 
risonville via Aubrey. Open communication with Fort Scott at once. 
Perhaps you had better march toward the line nearly in the direction 
of Fort Scott, bearing but little west, so that, if it is threatened, you 
may be in time for its relief. I leave the matter largely to your dis- 
cretion, suggesting that it is possible the guerrillas you are after are 
drawing you off from Shelby’s point of attack. 

Yours, respectfully, 
; THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


Kansas Crry, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


J forwarded copy of your dispatch of the 4th instant to Colonel Weer, 
with instructions, under which he marched at daylight this morning, with 
420 cavalry and 80 infantry, from Austin, via Butler, toward Fort § Scott. 
He is south of Osage River to-night. I send messenger at once to him 
to countermarch toward Clinton, reporting to General Brown there. I 
will collect and march to-morrow afternoon, via Lone Jack, from 200 to 


300 cavalry, with four howitzers. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 


Brigadier-General. 


. Kansas City, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


What force is at Fort Scott? I sent, on the 4th instant, to General 
Blunt, tendering re-enforcements, but hear nothing from him. He is at 
Fort Scott. Colonel Weer, with 400 to 500, is at or about Rose Hill, 
where 500 guerrillas were reported on the 4th instant. I will concen- 
trate down the line toward West Point. The troops down there are 
instructed to respond to General Blunt’s calls for re-enforcements. The 
guerrillas have nearly all left my district. I think Shelby will not come 
north of Fort Scott, or, if he comes, will scatter his troops to make a few 

raids, and then disperse for the winter. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Br igadier- General. 


* Not found; but see Schofield us Ewing, October 4, p. 603; October 6, p. Sabie and 
Ewing to Schofield, October 6, p, 609. 
+ Not found. 
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Saint Louis, Mo., October 6, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Kwine, 
Kansas City, Mo.: 


From last accounts which I sent you, I infer that Shelby is not going 
to Fort Scott, and that the guerrillas from your district and General 
Brown’s have joined him. He is evidently concentrating all the force 
he can raise for a blow somewhere. We must concentrate force enough 
to beat him, and attack him as soon as possible. When he scatters, we 
will have to do the same. I think you should concentrate at least 1,000 
men in the southern part of your district, and move upon Shelby, if he 
comes within reach. If your force can join General Brown’s, so mach 
the better. He was at Clinton, in Henry County, to-day. According 
to last returns, Fort Scott is strong to resist any attack Shelby can 
make. : 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major. General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., October 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: Dispatches from General Sully, dated September 19, have 
been received. He reports that he is about to hold a council with the 


- largest of the bands of the hostile Sioux north and east of the Missouri’ 


River, who earnestly desire to make peace. The Blackfeet also have 
sued to him for peace. It is very easy now to make peace with all the 
hostile Indians, but, in my judgment, hardly judicious, until they have 
been further punished and humiliated by an active cavalry campaign next 
season, from the Upper Missouri. As suchacampaign will be conducted 
wholly on the south side of the Missouri River, it should properly be 
directed from Saint Louis. Indian hostilities and military operations 
against hostile Indians have been transferred by this summer’s cam- 
paign so far to the northwest that neither Saint Paul nor Milwaukee 
is a proper point from which to direct them. Saint Louis is the place 
from which supplies of every description must be drawn, and as it has 
direct and constant communication with the Upper Missouri and with 
the regions south of that river, it is the proper point for the headquar- 
ters of a military department conducting such operations. 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST, 
No. 40. Milwaukee, Wis., October 6, 1863. 


Capt. M. J. Asch, aide-de-camp, is assigned to duty as chief of cav- 
alry on the staff of the major-general commanding. 

The commander of each district will select, subject to the approval 
of the commander of the department, a competent officer to act as 
chief of cavalry on his staff. 

The names of officers so selected will be forwarded without delay to 
department headquarters, for the approval of the commanding general. 


. 
x 
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Each district chief of cavalry will report by letter to Captain Asch 
for instructions. 

By command of Major-General Pope: 
J. F. MELINE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
. Washington, October 6, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

It is reported to the Secretary of War that the Second Colorado In- 
fantry is ordered from Fort Smith to Springfield. Is it possible that 
more troops are required in Missouri while we hold the line of the Ar- 
kansas River? It would seem that, instead of moving troops north 
from that line, it should be strengthened by sending more troops south. 

; H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 6, 1863—9 p. m. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

Your dispatch relative to the Second Colorado is received. I have 
sent two regiments south, from Springfield and vicinity, since the cap- . 
‘ture of Fort Smith, and was about to send another when I received 
information of Shelby’s raid, of which I informed you to-day. I am 
trying to distribute my troops with reference to their fitness for peculiar 
service, and at the same time re-enforce the line of the Arkansas River. 
Moreover, the Second Colorado is an incomplete regiment, which I wish 
to consolidate with the Third, and am bringing them together for that 
purpose. When I dispose of Shelby, I propose to send a still larger 
force south. Surely I have shown no disposition to withhold troops 


from the front. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., October 7, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 
The dispatch sent to the War Department, in regard to the Second 
Colorado Regiment, was intended to injure you, and I wished your ex- 


planation. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
: Clinton, Mo., October 7, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 

Coffee, with 2,000 mén and three pieces of artillery, occupied Stockton 
yesterday, at3 p.m. The militia retired to Osceola, and brought the 
report. I have sent expresses to hurry up the re-enforcements, and ex- 
pect to meet bim by the time he can cross the Osage. Four hundred | 
guerrillas passed 40 miles southwest of here Saturday, going south. 
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They have formed a junction with Coffee by this time. I have sent a 
dispatch to General Ewing, and advised his command in the border of 
the movements of the enemy. 

E. B. BROWN, 


Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TROOPS IN THE FIELD, 
Clinton, Mo., October 7, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWING: : 


Ccffee and Shelby, with 2,000 men and three pieces of artillery, passed 
Stockton, coming north, at 3 p. m., yesterday. By to-morrow, I shall 
be able to concentrate sufficient force to prevent their advance on this 
line, and hope you will be able to prevent a movement through Cass. 
Please direct commanding officers of troops on the border to co-operate 
with me. 

E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier- General. 


CLINTON, Mo., October 7, 1863—7.30 p. m. 
Brigadier-General EWING: 


My force will be concentrated to move on the enemy by to-morrow 
morning if he makes his appearance, and will co-operate with your 
command. Nothing is heard from the enemy. Your troops in Bates 
County have been informed by me of the movements from the south. 

Kk. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 7, 1863. 
Brigadier-General BRown, Sedalia, Mo. : es 


General Ewing will be at Pleasant Hill to-night with 500 men and 
five howitzers. Colonel Weer is in Butler or Vernon County, near the 
Osage, with 500 men. He is ordered to move toward Clinton and re- 
port to you. : 

Communicate with Weer and Ewing, and direct their movements ac- 
cording to your information of those of the enemy. Keep me advised 
of everything. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SrixtH SuB-DISTRICT, 
Warrensburg, October 7, 1863. ° 
General BRown, 
Commanding Central District, Clinton, Mo. : 


GENERAL: I will leave here at daylight in the morning. Two com- 
panies have come in. I think the Lexington (three) companies will be 
in to-night. 

Very respectfully, 
B. F. LAZEAR, 
Lieut. Col. First Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, 
Jefferson City, Mo., October 7, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. E. B. BRown, 
Commanding Oentral Missouri, in the Field ; 


GENERAL: A party of about 80 guerrillas crossed the river on the 
night of the 4th, 5 miles this. side of Arrow Rock, going south. They 
hailed the Fannie Ogden, and, on her refusing to land, fired some forty 
or fifty shots at her. No one hurt, and she ‘succeeded in making her 
escape; went on up to Arrow Rock and reported to commanding officer, 
who dispatched Colonel Hall immediately on receipt of the information. 
I dispatched Colonel Philips, directing him to send a force to co-operate 
with Colone! Hall, and suggested that they would probably make for 
the Blackwater country. Havenot heard from them since. Mrs. Brown 
arrived yesterday; sheis well. Blodgett is here. I inclose copy of 
order issued,* as directed by you. 

T am, ‘general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
s JAS. H. STEGER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 7, 1863. 


Commanding Officer, Lebanon, Mo. : 

I have sent down infantry in wagons, a section of artillery, and some 
cavalry, from Rolla, to re-enforce you. Shelby may turn east and south, 
passing near Lebanon. If possible, I will make you strong enough to 
intercept him, or at least to hold your position. Keep scouts out to the 
west and northwest, and get early information of Shelby’s movements, 
and keep me informed. 

“ J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


SAINT Lous, Mo., October 7, 1863. 


Brigadier. General DAVIES, Rolla, Mo. : 

Send as much infantry as you can spare, and one section of artillery, 
to Lebanon, to report to the commanding officer there. Send the infantry 
in wagons, and let them move rapidly. I will send a battalion of cav- 
alry from Saint Louis to join them. Send also the cavalry which is 
between Rolla and Lebanon. Let the mail aay for a few days. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


PLEASANT HILL, October 7, 1863—11.30 p.m. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

No news from Colonel Weer or General Brown. or other sources. Will 
march to-morrow toward Rose Hill, unless information received induces 
me to take different course. By day after to-morrow my force will ex- 
ceed the statement in my last dispatch by 200 men and two pieces of 
artillery ; it now equals it. Will receive messenger sent to Rose Hill 


*Not found. 
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by Friday morning, via Warrensburg, or via Kansas City. I will from 
there communicate with General Brown. Have already sent messenger 
to Warrensburg for information. ; 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., October 7, 1863. 
Col.. E. LYNDE, 
Ninth Kansas Cavalry, Commanding Troops on the Border : 


COLONEL: The general commanding has left, with about 400 men, 
going south, via Pleasant Hill and Harrisonville, with a view to co-oper- 
ate with General Brown, and, if possible, to meet Shelby’s force, said to 
be advancing into General Brown’s district from the southwest, and has 
directed me to instruct you to devote the troops under your command 
to reconnoitering and to guarding the line, keeping him advised daily, 
by messengers, via Harrisonville, in addition to the daily station re- 
ports at these headquarters. 

The general also directs that if you have a larger force at Trading 
Post than you deem necessary for the above purpose, that you send a 
part to other stations and points along the line so as best to guard it; 
and that you instruct the commanders of stations on the line, under 
your command, in case of an invasion of Kansas, to send messengers in 
every direction instantly to convey information to the citizens and the 
stations of militia and the regular volunteer troops, instructing them to 
kill the horses they ride, if necessary to make time, and to follow the 
invading force with every man at their respective stations, if necessary, 
but at all events to follow at once without waiting for other troops from 
other stations. 

Shelby passed through Greenfield yesterday morning with a force of 
2,000, said to be bearing northeast. General Brown was at Clinton day 
before yesterday at 12 m., and must have some force there or in that 
vicinity. 

The general will have about 1,000 men, of infantry and cavalry, and 
two sections of artillery, including Colonel Weer’s command. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. HADLEY, 
First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WHITE Rock PRAIRIE, NEAR PINEVILLE, Mo., 

. October 7, 1863—7 a. m. 

Col. J. EDWARDS, 
Commanding Springfield, Mo. : 


Before I left Fayetteville, Brooks was understood to be east of Hunts- 
ville, with 600 men; Brown at Rhea’s Mills, with 200; Coffee near Cane 
Hill, with 250; Hunter somewhere west of me, with 300; Tuck Smith, 
on Upper White River, with 200, and Ingraham near Cross Hollows, 
with 75. None of these bands were to be feared at Fayetteville, unless 
they concentrate, and your order was so peremptory that I could not 
make use of my own discretion and knowledge of rebels in the neigh- 
borhood to insure the safety of the place. The facts above were tele- 
graphed to General McNeil, and I supposed had been received. Since 
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leaving, I have obtained the. following information, which I think is 
reliable: Shelby was joined on Sunday, near Pineville, by Hunter and 
Coffee, making his force over 1,500 men. He left a piece of artillery 
with Brooks, at Huntsville. Brooks has 600 men. He has moved to 
Black’s Mills, 20 miles north of Fayetteville. Brown joined him there 
on Sunday, and Tuck Smith and Ingraham have probably done the 
same. Fayetteville is in great danger and must be re-enforced. I had 
to send the paymaster south with a very small escort, in order to obey 
your orders. Were I at liberty, I would march by way of Cassville and 
Berryville and attack Brooks. Some one should do it at once. 

lL leave for Newtonia this morning. JI marched 41 miles yesterday 
with Stark’s battery. 

M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
; Colonel, Commanding. 


oe 


MELVILLE, DADE Country, Missourt, 
October 7, 1863—7 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


The enemy are leaving Greenfield. Reported he was going by Stock- 
ton, but I have since learned from scouts that he will leave Stockton on 
the right, and cross the Osage at Hoffman’s Ferry, 8 miles above Osceola. 
Prisoners taken report Shelby’s strength at 2,600 and three pieces of 
artillery. Captain Morris, of the Seventh Provisional Regiment En- 
rolled Missouri Militia had 4 prisoners taken, about 25 horses, 2 mule- 
teams, and 25 rifles and muskets. The men made their escape. I shall 
make forced marches, and follow the enemy as long as there is a pros- 
pect of overtaking them. Major Eno, with 300 of the Eighth Missouri 
State Militia, has just joined me. General Holland, with about 300 
men, will probably join me early to-morrow morning. All the informa- 
tion I have been able to obtain leads me to believe that Sedalia is the 
point for which the enemy is striking. 

JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 

Little Rock, October 7, 1863. 

Col. POWELL CLAYTON, 
_ Commanding Post, Pine Bluff : 


COLONEL: By direction of the major-general commanding, you are 
authorized to permit the enrollment of companies of loyal citizens for 
defense of themselves and their families. You will, in giving such au- 
thority, particularly provide that the members of such organizations 
shall be subject to all the rules and regulations for the United States 
Army. Yu will further prescribe the particular locality in which each 
company shall operate, unless otherwise ordered by competent military 
authority. 

You are further authorized to issue to such organizations arms and 
ammunition, and, when on duty and needful for the service, a limited 
amount of subsistence. It is, however, desired that these organizations 
shall subsist upon the enemies of the Government as far as practicable. 

In issuing arms, either those captured or other United States arms 
in your custody, for which your own troops have no use, you will be 
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particular to take receipts of the most responsible parties you can get 
to become bondsmen for a proper account therefor. 
All organizations under this direction you will at once, after ford 
tion, report to these headquarters. 
I am, respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 
[B. Ee MANTER,] 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., October 8, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 


Application has been made to mount the Third Colorado Infantry. 
Is it deemed necessary or advisable to mount that regiment? Please 
report. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., October 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. ROBERT ALLEN, 
Saint Louis, Mo.: 


GENERAL: The burning of steamers on the Mississippi River is really 
a very serious matter. Ihave but few suggestions to make at this mo- 
ment, but will keep it in my mind and write again. I think every boat 
should have one or more good detectives on board. When it arrives at 
the levee, guards should be placed on and around it, to keep off all per- 
sons except those who have passes. The Secretary of War will offer a 
reward of $10,000 for every man detected and convicted. He will also 
send a circular letter to the boards of trade at Cincinnati and other 
Western river cities to make suggestions and to assist in detecting the 
incendiaries. They may also furnish the names of good steamboat de- 
tectives. If any of these incendiaries are caught they should be tried 
by a military commission, and, if found guilty, immediately hung. In 
such a case we cannot wait for the slow operations of a civil’ court. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 8, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIES: 
The rebels were at Warsaw this morning; they will probably be 
driven back toward Lebanon. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Saint Lours, Mo., October’8, 1863. 
Commanding Officer, Jefferson City, Mo.: 

My latest. information is that the rebels under Shelby moved from 
Warsaw toward Jefferson City this morning. Obtain and forward ae- 
curate information as soon as possible. Make all preparations for de- 
fense. I will send re-entorcements from Saint Louis. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


wr etn 
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Saint Lours, Mo., October 8, 1863. 
Maj. JAMES H. STEGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Jefferson City, Mo. : 

What force have you at Jefferson City? The rebels may march on 
Jefferson City via Versailles. Do not run any risk of losing that place 
by moving up to Tipton or Syracuse. Better call in all the troops from 
that direction to Jefferson City, and let Colonel Hall try to join General 
Brown it he is compelled to leave Sedalia; at all events concentrate 
your troops, and on no account allow yourself to be cut off from Jeffer- 
son City. 1am sending you re-enforcements. The rebel force is prob- 


ably about 2,000 strong. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., October 8, 1863. 
Commanding Officer, Lebanon, Mo. : 

The rebels reached Warsaw this morning, and are reported still going 
north. They will probably be driven back near Lebanon. Re-enforce- 
ments will reach you to-day, and more to-morrow. Doallin your power 
to intercept the rebels. Colonel Edwards is in pursuit from Springfield. 
Send this information to him by several messengers. Answer. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Lovurs, Mo., October 8, 1863. 
Colonel GRAVELY, Lebanon, Mo. : 

The rebels have gone north of the Osage, at Warsaw, and must re- 
turn somewhere east of that place. They are probably 2,000 strong. 
As soon as you can raise force enough to fight them and detain them, 
even for a few hours, move in a northwesterly direction, and try to open 
communication with Colonel Edwards, so as to prevent the rebels from 
escaping between you and him, until General Brown can come down 
upon them. Advise me every few hours of your movements and: your 


information. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, si 
Major-General. 
a ; Saint Louis, Mo., October 8, 1863. 


Col. GEoRGE H. HALL, Sedalia, Mo.: 

Send information of the rebels’ movements to General Ewing, at Rose 
Hill, and inform him he should move eastward and join General Brown, 
if he has no other instruction from the general. Answer. 

J. M. SCHOFTELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Lovuts, Mo., October 8, 1863. 


Colonel EDWARDS, Springfield, Mo.: 

Your dispatch of yesterday is received. The enemy was at Warsaw 
this morning, probably making for Sedalia, He cannot well escape to 
the west, but will probably be driven back toward Lebanor. If you 
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can get up so as to intercept him as he tries to recross the Osage, do 
so. I am concentrating a force at Lebanon to co-operate with you. 
Send numerous scouts to keep you informed of the rebels’ movements. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. « 


Sant Louis, Mo., October 8, 1863. 
- Brigadier-General GUITAR, 
Macon City, Mo. : 

Shelby, with about 2,000 rebels, has made his way north as far as 
Warsaw. He cannot, probably, get much farther, but may possibly 
strike for Jefferson City. Send to that place whatever force you can 
spare, and can reach there within twenty-four hours. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELp, 
Warsaw, October 8, 1863—5.30 a. m. 
General HE. B. BRown: 


I have been here an hour. I have positive information that the 
enemy’s whole force moved out on the road to Sedalia 6 miles yesterday 
evening, October 7, an hour by sun. They were moving on north the 
last heard fromthem. It seems pretty generally believed that the forces 
number 1,500 well-armed men, with two pieces of artillery. Coffee and 
Shelby are both along; don’t know which in command. They robbed 
the place clean. There are conflicting reports about Captain [Abraham] 
Darst. Some say he was captured; others say not. I will move from 
here at 9 o’clock, on the Sedalia road, and will keep you posted. My men 
and horses very much worn out. The rebels said here they intended to 
take Sedalia and Jefferson City. 

1 am, general, your obedient servant, 
EMORY 8S. FOSTER, 
Major Seventh Missourt State Militia Cavalry. 


P. S.—Fifty of these whelps go in advance with a Federal flag and 
Federal clothing. I go on the Sedalia road, and will gather informa- 
tion. The companies of the Fifth Provisional are so worn out that they 
can be of no further service on a scout. I send them on the road to 
Clinton. They will wait for orders at Leesville. 


° 


e 
HEADQUARTERS, 


Sedalia, Mo., October 8, 1863—9 o’clock. 
General BE. B. Brown: 

Our scouts that went out last night have all returned. They bring 
no news of either the enemy or yourself. General Schofield wishes to 
communicate with you. I sent an order yesterday evening from Gen- 
eral Schofield to General Ewing, ordering him to bear in an eastwardly 
direction.. Colonel Hall is here with his force from Saline County. I 
have ordered out, and organized and armed, all the citizens of this place. 
We are determined to defend it at all hazards. Anxious to hear from 
you; heard nothing from you or the enemy since yesterday morning. 

Yours, with respect, 
WM. GENTRY, 
Major, Commanding Post. 
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HARRISONVILLE, Mo., October 8, 1863—6 p, m. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis, Mo.: 


Nothing yet from Colonel Weer, but expect advices at Austin by 
morning from him and General Brown direct. Telegrams from General 
Brown, received to-day, that he would be strong enough to check 
enemy at Clinton by to-night, induced me to turn southwest toward , 
Austin, instead of going Bape} Rose Hill. 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


-SPECIAL ORDERS, Pern DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 275. Saint Louis, October 8, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


VII. Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 110, current series, from these 
headquarters, is hereby declared inoperative and of no effect in we city 
of Saint Louis. 

* * ¥ * * * *° 


IX. Brig. Gen. James Totten will proceed at once to Jefferson City, 
Mo., and assume command of all troops in that vicinity. * * * Maj. 
Lucien J. Barnes, assistant adjutant-general, will report to Brig. ei: 
James Totten for duty. 

X. The Seventh Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia are hereby called 
into active service. Col. George E. Leighton, commanding, will report 
for orders to Colonel Livingston, First Nebraska Infantry, commanding 
post of Saint Louis. 

XI. Colonel Livingston will send all his available infantry and one 
section of artillery, without delay, to Jefferson City. Upon their arrival 
at Jefferson City the commanding officer will report to the command- 
ing officer of that post. 

By command of Major-General Schofield : 

OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ; HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 30. Little Rock, October 8, 1863. 


I. Brig. Gen. S. A. Rice is hereby relieved from the command of the 
Third Division, and will assume command of the Second Brigade, Third 
Division of the Army of Arkansas. 

II. Brig. Gen. Frederick Salomon is hereby assigned to the command 
of the Third Division of the Army of Arkansas. 

By order of Major-General Steele: 

[GEORGE O. SOKALSKI,] 
First Lieut. Second Cavalry, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, . 
General-in-Chief : 

The Third Colorado Infantry has only six companies. In my opinion, 
it ought not to be mustered by itself. The Second and Third Colorado 
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together would make nearly a full regiment of cavalry. I believe it 
would be wise to make this consolidation, and mount this regiment and 
the First Nebraska. 1 will then be able to dispense with nearly all 
the Enrolled Missouri Militia, which is very important. Please see my 
letter to the Adjutant-General, dated September 26. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


; HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


General Blunt was surprised by Quantrill, south of Fort Scott, on 


the 7th [6th]. Lost 54 of his staff and escort, killed and prisoners, and 
all his baggage. Shelby’s force, of which I telegraphed you on the 6th, 
has reached Syracuse. My troops have not yet been able to strike, but 


_L[ hope will bring him to fight soon. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Colonel GRAVELY, Lebanon, Mo.: 


From the best information I can get, Shelby did not go beyond War- 
saw. He is probably attempting to return in a southeasterly direction. 
Tell Colonel Morton to keep a sharp lookout, and intercept: him, if pos- 
sible. If he can detain ‘him a short time, General Brown will destroy 
him. : 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
‘Maj. Gen. JouN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of Saint Louis : 
Arrived at3 o’clock this afternoon. Colonel Hall telegrane from 
Sedalia as follows: 


At 12m. enemy moving out of Cole Camp on the ae road. Advance guard 
80 strong. Large number of men. 


No news here of General Brown; am afraid he has moved in the 
direction of Osceola. I am afraid for the La Mine Bridge to-night. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


Saint Louis, October 9, 1863. 
Brigadier-General ToTTEn : 


I have ordered Hall to join Brown if he has to ihaee Sedalia, I take 
it for granted Brown is after Shelby. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 
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, JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


Had I not better let Sedalia run the risk, and, by concentrating Colonel 
Hall’s force with the troops which came up to-day, including Colonel 
Baumer’s battalion of the First Nebraska, try and save the La Mine 
Bridge? The stores have been brought here from Sedalia. The bridge 
is of more consequence than Sedalia, and I do not think the rebels will 
venture as far west as Sedalia anyhow. 

The troops (four companies) sent up by this morning’s train will not 
exceed 300, and Colonel Baumer’s 150; and evidently Hall is too weak to 
meet the rebels himself, and, if they burn La Mine Bridge, Hall will fall 
into their hands next, unless Brown comes up in time. 

Colonel Hall telegraphs that Major Foster, of the Seventh, just in, re- 
ports General Brown advised of rebel movements at 7 p. m. yesterday, 
at Osceola. The troops leaving Saint Louis this a. m. have arrived. 
Colonel Baumer’s command came on the train with me. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, October 9, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 

The La Mine Bridge is more important than Sedalia. If you can con- 
centrate force enough there to save it, do so, and let other points on the 
road go. Brown’s movements will probably cover Sedalia. Anyhow, 
the only danger I see is that Hall, by moving down to La Mine, will 
only expose himself to capture; but of this you can judge, knowing 
what force you can get to La Mine. I can reach Sedalia, via Saint 


Joseph. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, October 9, 1863. 
Brigadier-General ToTTEN, Jefferson City : 
I have ordered Guitar to concentrate his available force at Boon- 


ville. Inform the commanding officer there of the rebel movements, 
and direct him te prepare for defense. That place must be held, if 


possible. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
- Major-General. 


Saint Louis, October 9, 1863. 


Brigadier-General ToT?TEN, Jefferson City : 

I will send up 500 more men to-night. It is important to save the La 
Mine Bridge, if possible ; but do not leave small commands to be cap- 
tured. Haye the troops who went up this morning arrived at Jefferson ? 
Brown was at Osceola last evening, and ignorant of the true condition. 
He must know the facts by this time. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 

If Shelby left Cole Camp at 12 o’clock to-day, as reported, he must be 
on the railroad by this time; hence it is probably too late to save the 
La Mine Bridge. You might run up to Tipton, if you can leave force 
enough at Jefferson. The 500 men have started. If you do not go up 
to Tipton, Crittenden must, of course, fall back ; it is of no use to stay 


and be captured. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
_ Major-General SCHOFIELD : 
Colonel Crittenden telegraphs from Tipton as follows: 


Captain Wear, commanding Boonville garrison, was ordered to Sedalia last night. 
Rebels coming. No force here of consequence. 


Guitar must take care of Boonville. We have nothing there now. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


The distance of Tipton from this place is but 37 miles. The rebels . 


being mounted, can make that distance by a forced march in one day. 
If they should intend attacking this city, their threatening Tipton is only 
a feint to draw troops from this point, while they by a flank movement 
might be moving in this direction. Ido not think it wise to reduce our 
force here until more is known of the enemy’s movements, nor until we 
can move a force strong enough to hold the enemy in check until Brown 
comes up. I shall move Crittenden in this direction; he has but 40 
men under his command. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


, 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Captain WEER, Commanding Post, Boonville: 


General Guitar will concentrate at your post his available force. The 


rebels under Shelby left Cole Camp, moving toward Syracuse, at noon 
to-day. Prepare your post for defense, and hold it, if attacked, to the 
last. ’ 
By order of Brigadier-General Totten: 
LUCIEN J. BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. T. T. CRITTENDEN, . 
Commanding Tipton: 


It would be well for you to get all engines and cars to this point, if 
the enemy is certainly moving on you, as you have reported. It will not 
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do to fail in that. I should like you to watch the enemy as long as you 
possibly can without endangering your small command. Send cars, &c., 
and, keeping a locomotive, watch the rebel movements, and keep me in- 
formed. Brown must soon be in the rear of the enemy. _ 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON Ciry, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


It is too late to do anything beyond Tipton now. If Crittenden is 
correct in his report with regard to the rebels’ advance on Tipton, I 
cannot do anything for Boonville either, and, unless Guitar reaches 
that place, I fear for the result if the rebels should attack it. The only 
hope is that Brown will move rapidly and overtake therebels. He cer- 
tainly must be following them. 

I have not over 600 effective men to defend Jefferson. It evidently 
will not do to reduce this force under existing circumstances. I hope 
to-morrow will bring the 500 additional men you promised me. Would 
it not be well to send me [J. M.] Cockefair? I have but one section of 
artillery here, as you are aware, and that, I presume, is not extra. I 
expect some considerable force of militia to report to-morrow, who have 
been called out by General Crawford. I shall hasten this matter up. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

I have not force enough to send to La Mine, now that the enemy is 
on the railroad. My whole force here as yet would not be strong 
_ enough to meet the rebels along the road, and would more than likely 
be cut off in their effort to join Hall. Can Ewing not send some troops 
to Hall’s assistance? You can reach Hall now better than I can. 
Please instruct him in any matter of importance to the interests of his 
command. Please direct Hall to keep Brown well informed of the 
movements of the enemy by frequent expresses. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


Sarnt Lours, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Brigadier-General BRown, in the Wield: 
By going to Osceola you have missed the enemy entirely. You should 
move northeasterly and strike him as soon as possible. Colonel Ed- 
wards must be near you; if you can bring him within co-operating 


distance, do so. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS IN THE FYELD, 
Quincy, Mo., October 9, 1863—9.30 a. m. 
Brigadier-General BROWN: 
GENERAL: In order to keep to the south of the enemy, I shall go 
into camp here, and General Holland, with his command, amounting to 


40 RB R—VOL XXII, PT I 


626 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W.  [Cuar. XXXIV. 


over 600 men, will move immediately on to Osceola, and remain there 
until he receives advices of the movements of the enemy. I have sent. 
oat a small force to Warsaw (80 men). Will you keep me advised of the 
movements of the enemy as far as you are able? We will probably 
remain here to-night, unless advised of new movements. 
JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Sant Louis, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWING: 
The enemy in force has passed east of General Brown, and is moving 
north; is near Syracuse this evening. You should move to or beyond 
Warrensburg, so as to co-operate with General Brown, and interrupt 
the rebels if they turn west, unless your presence is required in the 
southern portion of your district, of which I have no knowledge. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Srx MILES SOUTHEAST OF AUSTIN, Mo., 
October 9, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


Advices of taking Warsaw yesterday morning just reach me from 
Clinton. I turn toward Rose Hill and Warrensburg, as Colonel Lazear 
suggests, and expect to join Weer near Rose Hill. General Brown 
started toward Osceola yesterday. One or the other of us will pretty 
surely strike Shelby. With Weer’s command, I will be strong enough, 
I think. 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, October 9, 1863—10 p. m. 
Brigadier-General EWING, in the Field : 

Your dispatch of 6a. m. to-day is read. Shelby is near Syracuse to- 
night. General Brown must be not far from Sedalia or Cole Camp. I 
think you should move toward Warrensburg, as I telegraphed you this 
morning. Perhaps Colonel Weer should remain in the vicinity of Fort 
Scott. Of this you can judge. ; 

, J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


NINE MILES SOUTHEAST OF AUSTIN, Mo., 
October 9, 1863—1.30 p. m. 
Lieutenant HADLEY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Inclosed is copy of a dispatch from Colonel Lazear,* in conformity 
with which I turn toward Rose Hill and Warrensburg, and expect to — 
join Weer above Rose Hill. Have sent to Colonel Lynde to join me, if 
Quantrill is out of the way; otherwise not. 


* Not found. 


. 
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- _ Use your cavalry to cover Independence, and, at the same time, 
Pleasant Hill. I don’t think they will go so far northwest. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., — 
Brigadier- General. 


Pitot Kwnops, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

My command are nearly all in the lower counties. I will send 200 
cavalry to Rolla to-night, and will dispatch a messenger from Centre- 
ville to Alton, in Oregon County, where I have 200 men, and order them 
to move to Rolla forthwith. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


CIRCULAR. ] JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 9, 1863. 
In obedience to Paragraph IX of Special Orders, No. 275, dated 
Headquarters Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo., October 
8, 1863, the undersigned hereby assumes temporarily the command of 
all troops in this vicinity, in the absence of Brigadier-General Brown 

in the field. ) 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 276. } Saint Louis, October 9, 1863. 
*® * * * * * * 

V. In the absence of Brigadier-General Strong, commanding District 
of Saint Louis, Col. R. R. Livingston, First Nebraska Infantry, will as- 
sume command thereof, excepting Benton Barracks. 

* * 4+ * eee * # 

By command of Major-General Schofield : 

OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 10, 1843—10.25 a. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 
You are authorized to consolidate the Second and Third Colorado 
Regiments and mount them; and also to mount the First Nebraska 


Regiment. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


TrpTon, Mo., October 10, 1863. 
General TOTTEN : 

Just in on locomotive. Discovered 100 rebels 3 miles from town, on 
railroad. Drove them back; killed 1. All around us. We have fallen 
back with locomotive. 

T. T. CRITTENDEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 
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JEFFERSON City, Mo., 
October 10, 1863—9.30 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

Colonel Cole, with his command, arrived at 6 o’clock this morning. 
This command gives me about 1,100 men at this point. I hope addi- 
-tional militia in to-day, and then if I can leave Jefferson City out of 
danger, I will propose a movement up the road. Crittenden, who re- 
mains up the road, telegraphs as follows from California: 

Just in on locomotive. Discovered 100 rebels 3 miles west of Tipton, on railroad. 
Drove them back; killed 1. All around Tipton. We have fallen back with locomotive. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, October 10, 1863—2.30 p. m. 


Brigadier-General ToOTTEN, Jefferson City : . 
Let Crittenden go to Boonville. No troops yet from Pope. 
: J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


CALIFORNIA, October 10, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 

There have men come in since my arrival, stating the numbers of the 
rebels at Tipton to be from 300 to 800. Colonel [F’. J.] Hickox has only 15 
mounted men here. Lieutenant-Colonel Brutsche reports his command 
. without rations and have had no supper, and one company with five, 
one with ten, and another with fifteen rounds to the man. I cannot 
raise 175 mounted men here, and they are without ammunition or ra- 
tions. Shall I start? 

; N. COLE, 
Colonel Second Missouri Artillery. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., [October] 10,.[1863.] 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD: 


Cole now reports the enemy from 300 to 800 strong at Tipton, and 
says Colonel Hickox’s men are not mounted. I will direct Cole to re- 
connoiter the enemy, and report result to-morrow morning. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


CALIFORNIA, October 10, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : Fey 

I now have 251 cavalry, 320 infantry, and 16 artillery; total, 587 
men. Part of them have some rations and others none. Please send 
rations for al), and 5,000 rounds of ammunition, caliber .58. Colonel 
Hickox has about 300 men, most of them not mounted; those that are 
have gone out scouting. No more news from Tipton yet. 

N. COLE, 

Colonel Second Missouri Artillery. 


. - 
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JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 10, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. N. Coz, 
Commanding California, Mo. : 


Take all your available cavalry and the piece of artillery, and strike 
the rebels and pursue them. Look out carefully that you do not come 
in contact with either Kelly or Lazear, mentioned in last dispatch. 
Communicate and act in concert with them, if you possibly can. Leave 
a reliable officer in charge of the foot troops in your command, and 
direct him to communicate in your absence with me. I may bring them 
back. Let me hear from you often. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 


Brigadier- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., [October] 10, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN: 


_ [have just heard from Brown. He is at Sedalia. Lazear passed 
Cole Camp last evening in pursuit, and Major Kelly started down the 
road from Sedalia this morning. Brown says the rebels are breaking 
up into small bands. Let all your effective cavalry join in the pursuit. 
Your infantry will be ample for Jefferson City. I can send you more 
to-morrow, if necessary. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


CALIFORNIA, October 10, 1863. 
Major BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

There are about 500 rebels come in to Tipton at 11 o’clock to-day; 
burned the road and section house. I can’t tell where they are going. 
I will start back in-a few minutes with about 100 men. 

TURLEY, 
Captain. 


JEFFERSON Ciry, Mo., October 10, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department, Saint Louis : 
I am sending Cole with all the men he brought with him, excepting . 
the First Nebraska detachment, about 300 men and one piece of artil- 
lery, by railroad, and six companies Enrolled Missouri Militia Cavalry, 
200 strong, by road, to march on Cole’s flank. Colonel Crittenden has 
arrived. The enemy has occupied Tipton. Colonel Crittenden volun- 
teers to go with one company, by river, to Boonville, on Isabella, now 
here. With your approbation, I willsend him. Answer quick. Have 
your troops arrived from Pope? Can’t you send me a regiment ? 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON Crry, Mo., 
October 10, 1863—8.30 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 
I have no more cavalry to send. Cole has with him to-night at Cal- 
ifornia 250 men, he took from this place. I expect Colonel Hickox, of 
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the militia, to have as many more in addition on Cole’s arrival. Cole 
has also one piece of artillery with him, the detachment of the Sec- 
ond Missouri Artillery, and the convalescents sent from Saint Louis. I 
will, with your approbation, direct this force of cavalry and the piece 
of artillery, under Cole, to pursue the rebels. The convalescents, and 
other footmen with Cole, are unfit for such service. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON O1ry, Mo., Octéber 10, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. N. CoL®, 
Second Missouri Artillery, Comdg. Troops, Lookout Station: 


The cavalry should be certainly by this hour at Lookout. I prefer 
that you move with caution. Your command is too important to allow 
of any risks, and there is a great deal if you run your train at night, 
where it is possible the enemy may be watching for you. Let your 
cavalry flank your movement, and keep your troops earefully on the 
watch. Let me hear from you when you get to California. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., 
October 10, 1863—7 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 

McKissock, general superintendent of the railroad, reached Califor- 
nia from Sedalia on horseback; reports he saw La Mine Bridge and 
station-house there burned last night. Rebels are in possession of 
Tipton. Cole will be in California to-night, and his force, when joined 
by militia there, will number nearly 800 men. I sent with him all I 
could spare. I will give you the earliest information I can get regard- 
ing movements of rebels. Crittenden leaves at 10 o’clock to-night with 
75 men. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


Sart Louis, Mo., October 10, 1863—10 p. m. 
Brigadier-General ToTTEN, Jefferson City : 
If Cole finds the enemy scattered, so that he can act effectively with 


his small force:of cavalry and artillery, let him join in the pursuit. — 


Some of them will doubtless attempt to escape across the Osage, below 
Linn Creek ; perhaps at Tuscumbia. Cole might act with effect after 
such parties. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Lowis, Mo., October 10, 1863—2 p. m. 
Brigadier-General ToTrTEn, Jefferson City: 

If the rebels retreat and cross the Osage, advise me quickly, and as 
near as possible where they cross, so that I may order movements from 
below. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
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SarmnT Louis, Mo., October 10, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIES: 

I think it would be well to call in your troops from Houston and 
Salem, and watch the passes of the Gasconade between Rolla and Leb- 
anon. The rebel force that has gone north of the Osage may try to 
escape between Rolla and Lebanon. General Fisk started 200 cavalry 
for Rolla last night, and will send more as soon as he can call them in 
from the south. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, _ 
Mojor-General. 


Rouua, Mo., October 10, 1863—1.45 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

I had thought such might be the case, and the Houston troops will be 
in to-day, and the artillery from Salem came in yesterday. Sitton’s 
company from Cuba came in here yesterday, by my orders. I shall not 
take the two companies from Salem till the last moment, and then to 
replace troops from here in case of a movement. I willdo as you direct, 
but would wish to be kept advised as to the position of the rebels. 

THOS. A. DAVIES, 
Brigadier-General. 


SarntT Louis, Mo., October 10, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIES: 
If possible, send forward force enough to open communication with 
Lebanon; it is important for me to get orders to troops beyond that. 
General McNeil will be at Rolla this p. m., and will want an escort 
to Lebanon. If the rebels cross the Gasconade, it will probably be at 
mouth of Little Piney or Waynesville; by keeping scouts on opposite 
side, you can get timely information. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 10, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIES: | 
Rebels in possession of railroad from California to Syracuse and above, 
Nothing new. 
CLOWRY. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 10, 1863—6 p. m. 
Brigadier-General Brown, Sedalia, Mo. : 

Glad to hear from you.* Colonel Morton has moved up from Lebanon. 
He and Colonel Edwards are ordered to watch the rebels from Warsaw 
to Tuscumbia. Ewing is moving northeast, via Warrensburg. ‘Totten 
is at Jefferson City with 1,200 or 1,500 men, mostly infantry, The 
enemy was on the railroad near Tipton this morning. Try to corner 
him, if possible. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


*See report of October 10, 1863, 3 p. m., Part I, p. 622. 
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HEADQUARTERS CENTRAL DISTRICT OF MIssouRI, 
Sedalia, Mo., October 10, 1863—4 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES TOUTEN : 


Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear is following the enemy. He was 10 miles 
south of Otterville at 9 a. m. to-day, moving northeast. Major Kelly, 
with 300 men, is on the line of the Pacific Railroad, between here and 
Tipton. I have ample force to defend this place. General Ewing is 
moving toward Warrensburg, and Colonel Weer is at Clinton. 

Ian, truly, yours, 
E. B. BROWN, 
: Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, . 
Pilot Knob, Mo., October 10, 1863. 
Colonel RoGERS, Cape Girardeau: 


Direct your forces at Bloomfield to keep well advised of any move- 
ments of the enemy below them. I am somewhat fearful that the ras- 
cals are concentrating at some point to make a dash on one or more of 
our outposts. How many fighting men have you at Bloomfield? Have 
the guns been removed? Matters are getting worse on the western 
border, and the success of the villains in that direction will encourage 
the demons on our border to greater efforts at outrage and murder. 
We can’t be too vigilant. Be definite in your orders to Major Mont- 
gomery, and direct him to keep you thoroughly posted on every symp- 
tom of danger. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., October 10, 1863. 
Captain RicH, Iredericktown : 

You will keep well on the alert for any rascals that may be moving 
up from the lower counties. Keep constantly advised of the movements 
of the enemy. I am somewhat suspicious the rascals may be concen- 
trating for a raid on some of our outposts. Give them fits if you get 
a chance at them. Grant them furloughs for all time. Keep me con- 
stantly posted. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 


Captain ELMER, Mineral Point : 

Instruct all your guards at bridges, and patrols everywhere, to be 
more vigilant than ever. Look well to Potosi and the region west of 
there. Keep the Eighth Provisional detachment with you until further 
orders. We may look out for trouble; let us be prepared for it. Knock 
in the head every guerrilla or whisky barrel you meet. Keep me ad- 


Pilot Knob, Mo., October 10, 1863. ~ 


vised of every symptom of danger at any point. Do not allow any of 


your men to scatter and straggle. 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Samnt Louis, Mo., Decoher 10, 1863—7 p. m. 
Colonel Epwarps, Lebanon, Mo.: 


The indications are that the rebels are breaking up into small bands, 
and will try to escape by various routes. Look out for them at all 
points, and still keep your commands near enough together to concen- 
trate and strike them if they-appear anywhere in force. 

J. M. SCHOFTELD, 
Major-General. 
(Same to Colonel Gravely.) 


HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS VOLUNTEERS, 
In the Field, Dade County, Missouri, October 10, 1863. 


Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Southwestern Missouri : 


JI am ordered by Colonel Edwards to occupy Bowers’ Mill, about 12 
miles west of Greenfield. in order to intercept Shelby, if he comes that 
way. 

The following articles must be had at once, to make my command 
efficient.* 

Send all of the above articles to me by way of Greenfield, if possible, 
in the morning (11th instant); also send me, on or before the 15th in- 
stant, 2,250 rations each of hard bread, coffee, sugar, salt, and candles, 
and 900 rations of bacon. 

I have made the following marches since leaving Fayetteville, in obe- 
dience to Colonel Edwards’ orders: Tuesday, 6th instant, Fayetteville. 
to White Rock Prairie, 40 miles; Wednesday, to 2 miles "east of New- 
tonia, 35 miles; Thursday, to Carthage, 27 miles; Friday, to north of 
Lamar, 29 miles; Saturday, to this point, 30 miles. Our horses and 
men are much worn, and I must rest, shoe horses, and issue rations 
during a portion of the day to-morrow. Do not fail to hurry up these 
things at once. I cannot march the artillery more than one day more 
without horses. 

General Holland is at Osceola and Colonel Edwards at Quincy. It 
is supposed Shelby attacked Sedalia yesterday. 

I remain, your obedient servant, 
M. LA RUE HARRISON 
Colonel, Commanding Arkansas Volunteers. 


[P. S.]—If any of my men are at Springfield, please order them to me 
at once. JI need more men very much. Send the mail for my command, 
and a-few late papers. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 10, 1863. 


Major-General PoPE, Milwaukee, Wis. : 


If General Sully can make a treaty of peace this fall with the Indians, 

J think it had better be done. If we want war in the spring, a few traders 

can get one up on the shortest notice. 
H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in- Ohief. 


* Requisition in detail for 20,000 rounds of smalJ-arm ammunition, &c., omitted. 
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Macon Crry, Mo., 
October 11, 1863—7.40 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

Following dispatch just received : 

CAMP NEAR BOONVILLE, Sunday, 11th. 
General GUITAR: 

IT have just arrived here. I crossed the river and narrowly escaped capture. I 
crossed with 40 men, all the boat would carry, and found the town occupied by rebels, 
with two pieces of artillery. I never left the boat, but have landed. I shall watch 
them here. They shall not cross, and I cannot cross with one boat. Let me hear from 
you. One of my horses was killed by a bomb-shell. 

Respectfully, 
R. LEONARD, 
Major Ninth Missouri State Militia. 
O. GUITAR, 


Brigadier- General. 


GLAsSGow, Mo., October 11, 1863. 
General GUITAR: 

Steamer Annie Jacobs just up. D.G. Leonard came up onher. The 
rebels destroyed the depot and water-tank at Tipton, and injured the 
road. Ought the Jacobs to be permitted to go on up? I think she will 
be captured if she does. All the disposable force of this post is out on 
a scout below here. 

JOHN TILLMAN, 
Captain. 


4 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., October 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN: 
The rebels were at Boonville in force, with artillery, this morning. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 11, 1863. 
Maj. R. H. BRown, Commanding California, Mo.: 

Be certain to direct the officer commanding the cavalry you were just 
ordered to send to Boonville to be careful and not come in conflict with 
friends. Direct him also to join and report to Colonel Cole if he comes 
near him, and, if he does not, to report to the first other ranking officer 
he may come near in the pursuit. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


BUFFALO, Mo., October 11, 1863—8 a. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : ; 

In reply to your message of yesterday, 5.30 o’clock, I have the honor 
to report. I have now as a base of my operations a chain of posts be- 
tween Osceola and the Gasconade, with scouts out at the fords and 
passes which cross and lead from the Osage River south. 

JNO. EDWARDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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JEFFERSON O1ry, Mo., October 11, 1863. 
Major Brown, Commanding California : 
Prepare every mounted man for pursuit of enemy. Have five days’ 
rations in haversacks, and an ample supply of ammunition, both in train 


of this morning which has reached you. Send word to Cole he must 
follow the enemy immediately. Have cavalry ready to obey his orders 


when you get them. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 11, [1863.] 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis: 

Colonel Lazear expresses from Tipton as follows: The last informa- 
tion of the enemy he was turned west, 4 miles north of this place. He 
is 1,600 strong, and two pieces of artillery. Our force is 1,100. 

Having gone west as above reported, Brown and Ewing should beon 
the alert to watch well that direction. Rebels may double on our pur. 
suing forces, and try to slip through the different columns and cross the 
Osage, possibly between Linn Creek and Warsaw. I have no cavalry 
with which to watch that direction. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 


Brigadier- General. 


CALIFORNIA, Mo., October 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN: 
Colonel Cole has 85 mounted men, one piece of artillery, and a squad 
of 25 infantry. The following just received [from Tipton]: 


The last information of the enemy he was turned west, 4 miles north of this place. 
He is 1,600 strong, and two pieces of artillery. 


Move up here, and I will keep you advised by message. Our force 


is 1,100. 
B. F. LAZEAR, 
Tieutenant-Colonel First Missouri State Militia Oavalry. 


JEFFERSON CiTy, Mo., October 11, [1863.] 
Maj. R. H. Brown, California: 

Send Lazear’s dispatch up the road to Cole with all haste. Send the 
rest of cavalry, with ammunition and subsistence to Cole for his com- 
mand, and send him again my orders of this morning to pursue the 
enemy in concert with Lazear. Be quick. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 


Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 11, 1863. 


Col. N. CoLtE, Commanding : 

You must pursue the enemy with all your cavalr y and artillery. Do 
not let them escape now. I have directed any of your cavalry left at 
California by you, this morning to be prepared with five days’ rations 
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and ample ammunition. Those you have with you should be supplied 
in the same way. Take meat and bread only. Hasten up your move- 
ment or the enemy will escape without a scratch. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON Ciry, Mo., October 11, 1863. 
Col. N. CoE, California: 

Colonel Lazear has doubtless followed on the track of the enemy. He 
may turn south and cross the railroad at or near Syracuse. You had, 
therefore, better keep near the'railroad to Syracuse, and try and get 
further information at that point. Major Kelly must be in that vicinity. 
Report by messenger from Syracuse. 

By order of Brigadier-General Totten : 

LUCIEN J. BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CALIFORNIA, Mo., October 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 

Have just received your dispatch. Will put my artillery on cars and 
go to Tipton. Cavalry have already gone. Will pursue the enemy from 
that place. 

N. COLE, 
Colonel Second Missouri Artillery. 


WASHINGTON, October 11, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN POPE: 

The General-in-Chief directs that you will at once put en route for the 
Headquarters Department of the Cumberland the Eighth Iowa Cavalry, 
to report to Major-General Rosecrans for duty. 

By command of General Halleck : 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, October 12, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 

GENERAL: Your letter to Colonel Townsend of the 3d instant, asking 
authority to summarily dismiss officers of your command, subject to the 
approval of the President, has been submitted to the Secretary of War, 
who is of opinion that, in the present position of political parties in 
Missouri, the exercise of such authority by you would be injurious to 
you, by making you new enemies. 

The law requires that dismissals be made by the President, and it is 
better that it be strictly followed when it can be. Your recommenda- 
tions for dismissal will be almost invariably carried out. 

In case of necessity for prompt action, telegraph the name of officer 
and nature of offense, and the President’s action will be telegraphed 
back. In ordinary cases, the recommendation can be sent by mail, with 
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fuller statement of offenses, to be filed for further reference. The ob- 
ject of having these statements is to meet applications of friends of the 
parties for reinstatement. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


CAMP OPPOSITE BOONVILLE, Mo., 
October 12, 1863—7 a. m. 
[Brigadier-General GUITAR:] 

The rebels still occupy Boonville. Jo..Shelby was in command. The 
steamer Isabella, with 75 men (Company F, First Provisional Regiment), 
got here yesterday, under Lieutenant-Colonel Crittenden. Two rebels 
were killed yesterday. Shelby reported 1,400 of his men gone to Arrow 
Rock. Boonville was plundered. 

R. LEONARD, 


Major Ninth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


[P. S.]—Rebel force in Boonville reported 2,000 strong, but believed 
here to be 900 strong. 


Macon, Mo., October 12, 1863—8.30 a. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 
I have just received the following dispatch from Major Leonard. I 
have ordered him to cross at once and join the pursuit: 


CAMP OPPOSITE BOONVILLE, October 12—8.30 a. m. 


The rebels evacuated Boonville about an hour ago. About 800 Federals, under 
General Brown, in hot pursuit. Skirmishing between advance and rearguard. We 
shall cross immediately. ; 

R. LEONARD. 


O. GUITAR, 
Brigadier- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 12, 1863—10 p. m. 
Brigadier-General GUITAR, Macon City, Mo.: 

General Brown dispatches from Boonville for supplies, but did not 
tell where to send them. I suppose he is still in pursuit, but I do not 
know in what direction. If you can find where he is, send him supplies 
from Glasgow by the Annie Jacobs, or by wagons, if on the river or 


within reach of it. . 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 12, 1863—5.30 p. m. 


Brigadier-General MCNEIL, Lebanon, Mo. : d 

A large force of rebels, with artillery, said to be under Coffee’s com- 
‘mand, was attacked by Brown near Boonville this morning. At last 
accounts the rebels were running and Brown in pursuit. It is my 
opinion that the rebel force was divided near Tipton yesterday or the 
day before, a part under Shelby going west; but I have heard nothing 
from it since. Doubtless a few have escaped south, singly or in small 
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parties. This will probably be the tactics of the rest. I think there 
are troops enough north of the Osage, and that your force will do best 
to remain some distance south of the river, with scouts or advance par- 
ties at all-the crossings, to give timely information. Look out well to 
the west. I suspect Shelby will try to escape that way. Advise me 
often of your movements, so that I may send youinformation. I have 
not yet learned in what direction Coffee was running. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


EIGHT MILES NORTH OF BOONVILLE, 
October 12, 1863—7 a. m. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 

If the enemy has crossed the river, send a steamboat to Boonville im- 
mediately. I am out of subsistence. If the enemy turns south, send 
fifteen vualuyand rations on road as far west as possible. 

E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier- General. 


. JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 12, 1863. 
Maj. R. H. Brown, California, Mo.: 

The rebels started in retreat from Boonville at 7.30 o’clock this morn- 
ing. General Brown in hot pursuit. Send out and ascertain, if possi- 
ble, the direction of their movement. Send this also to commander on 
train or at Tipton. Keep your command well in hand, and hold them 
in check if they pass near you until the pursuing force can come up. 
How many troops have you ? 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON City, October 12, 1863. - 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


Morton reports from Linn Creek, dated yesterday. Command 800, in- 
dependent of local garrison (two companies of militia). He has sent 
four companies to Tuscumbia. This was unnecessary, as I have there 
a battalion of the First Nebraska. I propose, with your approbation, 
to send Morton up the Osage; his infantry, 150 strong, to Duroc, a 
favorite ford of rebels, about | 72 miles below Warsaw ; two companies 
of his cavalry to Warsaw; Morton, with four companies, at Osceola ; 
the rest of his cavalry west of him, watching the fords of the Osage. I 
await your orders. The two companies of militia at Linn Creek can 
take care of the fords at that place and Mining Post. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General. , 


JEFFERSON Crry, October 12, 1865. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

Cole did not get off from Tipton until 8 o’clock this morning. Rail-- 
road all right to Syracuse, and reported so to La Mine River, at Tipton. 
Says Brown is fighting, at Boonville, rebels under Coffee. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Saint Louris, Mo., October 12, 1863—1 p. m. 
Brigadier-General ToTTEn: 

The Minnesota regiments have arrived. I can send you one if you 
need it or can make good use of it. Ido not want to send them away 
- unless it be necessary, for fear they may be required in other parts of 
the State. If the rebels hed pana in crossing the river, infantry will be 
much needed there. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, October 12, 1863—1:15 p. m. 
Brigadier-General ToTTEN: 


Dispatch just received from Guitar informs me that the rebels were 
retreating from Boonville at 7.30 this morning. Brown was in hot pur- 
suit, skirmishing with rebel rear guard. Major Leonard was crossing 
to join in the pursuit. The direction of the rebel retreat is not stated. 
Have you heard anything of Lieut. Col Quin Morton? He moved on 
the 9th from Lebanon, and is sure to have crossed the Osage. Find 
where he is, if possible. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Sart Louis, October 12, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN: 
Ascertain and inform me as soon as possible what direction the rebels 


took from Boonville. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 12, 1863—3 p. m. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN: 


I think it would be well to send the force to Tuscumbia. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Samnt Louis, Mo., October 12, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN: 

I have heard nothing of Brown since this morning. Probably you 
had better send rations on the railroad toward the La Mine, where 
Brown’s troops and others can get them. I will send up some more 
infantry in the morning. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 12, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TorTEN: 

General Ewing left Sedalia this evening toward Boonville, to try to 
co-operate with Brown. If you learn where Brown is, or where the 
rebels are going to, inform Hwing by express from Tipton. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
' Major-General. 


640 - -MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [(Cuar. XXXIV. 


JEFFERSON O1ry, Mo., October 12, [1863.] 
Col. N. Coun, 
Commanding troops near Boonville, 
Via Tipton and California : 


Continue vigorously in the pursuit. Send me word the direction the 

enemy have gone in. Keep me posted. 
: JAS. TOTTEN, 

 Brigadier-General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 12, 1863. 
Commanding Officer at Tipton : 


General Ewing left Sedalia this evening to co-operate with General 
Brown. If you can learn where Brown and Ewing are, send word to 
both, that they may know where they mutually are and in what direc- 
tion moving, and in what direction the rebels are going. These instruc- 
tions must be attended to all the time, and are of the greatest impor- 
tance. Send expresses to both generals whenever you learn anything 
reliable. Keep your expresses and scouts moving. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 12, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


A disorderly soldier of the First Nebraska, hurrahing for Jim Lane 
in the streets, was arrested this morning. Several others of the regi- 
ment came to telegraph office, where I was with the prisoner, and ob- 
jected to his arrest. I arrested them also, and ordered all others to 
their quarters. I sent Major Barnes for Colonel Pound and Colonel 
Baumer, and going up he met.officers and men of that regiment to the 
number of 200, and repeated to them my order for enlisted men to go to 
their quarters. The men resisted, and rescued one whom Major Barnes 
had arrested, officers and non-commissioned officers looking on without 
affording assistance to the officer resisted. A number of officers of the 
regiment in this state of things had the audacity to ask me to release 
their men, thereby upholding this mutinous spirit. The troops I have 
with me are unreliable. If you possibly can, send me a good regiment. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


SEDALIA, Mo., October 12, 1863. 
Lieutenant [H.] HANNAHS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Got here this forenoon, and Weer this afternoon. Leave to-night for 
Boonville, on rumors of fighting there. No messages from General 
Brown since yesterday, and I must grope my way after him. Suppose 
guerrillas cut off messengers sent me. I will open communication to- 
night with him. Telegraph me, if necessary, by Sedalia. 

THOMAS EWING, Jr., 
Brigadier- General. 


\ i 
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SEDALIA, October 12, 1863—7 p. m. 
[Lieutenant HANNAHS,] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I got here at lla. m., and Weer at 3. Been waiting to hear from Gen- 
eral Brown, from whom no word comes. He was 7 miles from Boonville, 
in camp last night, and the rebels at Boonville at noon. No further news, 
except many reports of fighting at Boonville, which are so numerous 
and probable that I go direct toward there to-night. It is storming 
violently; bad for marehing. My fears are that the rebels will go up 
the river toward Lexington, but I cannot act on that fear by failing to 
march to Boonville. The failure to hear from Brown is distressing. I 
suppose guerrHlas cut off messengers. I sent a strong party to Brown 


as messengers. 
7 THOMAS EWING, Jr., 
Brigadier- General. 


SEDALIA, October 12, 1863—10 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 

Four dispatches from you, including one of 10 p.m. to-day. Dispatch 
from Guitar, dated to-day,says they will retreat south. Weer’s com- 
mand (balance) 8 miles toward Boonville, where I now order them 
stopped. I will surely kuow their route from my scouts by daylight. I 
am nearly alone here in the opinion that he will go west and southwest. 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 12, 1863, 


Lieut. Col. Quin Morton, Commanding Troops north of Osage: 

COLONEL: You are reported to have crossed the Osage, having left 
Lebanon on the 9th. Rebels commenced retreat from Boonville at 7.30 
this morning. The direction is not known. General Brown in hot pur- 
suit; skirmishing with rear guard. If they come near you, hold them 
in check until pursuing forces can come up with them. Report your 
locality by messengers, and keep General Schofield also advised of 
your movements by expresses to Rolla or Lebanon. General Schofield 
directs me to ascertain your position and direction of march. Please, 
therefore, report as soon as possible. The line of the rebel retreat is 
not yet known. It may be through Lookout Station, 15 miles west of 
here, or Tipton, or Syracuse. Watch the avenues of escape. Send 
Edwards word of this, if you can reach him. 

By order of Brigadier-General Totten: — 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LUCIEN J. BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FOURTEEN MILES FROM BOONVILLE, 
October 12, 1863—11.30 a. m. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 
Will be in Boonville by 3 o’clock. The rebels were there yesterday. 
I think they will either cross the river at that point or strike west in 
the direction of Lexington. General Brown must be west of them. 
. N. COLE, 
; Colonel Second Missouri Artillery. 
41 R R—VOL XXII, PT UL 
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CALIFORNIA, Mo., Oetober 12, 1863. 
General TOTTEN: . 
I have 250 men here, and about 120 at Tipton. The rebels will prob- 
ably cross at Lookout Station. 
Rk. H. BROWN, 


Major, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, _ 
Milwaukee, Wis., October 12, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Washington, D. C.: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to transmit inclosed, for the information 
of the General-in-Chief, a list of the Indian prisoners captured by Gen- 
eral Sully in his late battle at White Stone Hills.* By an examination - 
of this list it will be seen that most of the bands of Dakota or Sioux 
Indians were represented in this fight; even the Blackfeet of the mount- 
ains. General Sully is probably now holding a council with the Yank- 
tonnais, the largest and most powerful band of Sioux east of the mount- 
ains, and which constitutes the bulk of the forces he encountered. Itis 
likely he will make such arrangements as will secure peace on the part 
of that tribe for as long a time as may be expedient for them. I do not 
at all doubt the soundness of my opinions, hitherto expressed, that a 
vigorous campaign against the Sioux from the Upper Missouri will be 
necessary and judicious in the spring. The great drought anc very 
uncommon lowness of the Missouri River this summer have prevented 
the complete results anticipated from these expeditions, though they 
have entirely relieved Minnesota and the greater part of Dakota from 
danger of Indian hostilities. I respectfully request to know what dis- 
position the Government proposes to make of the prisoners now in the 
hands of General Sully. 

J am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SatnT Louis, Mo., October 18, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in- Chief : 
General Brown has beaten the rebels, under Shelby, three times, and 


is still in close pursuit. Their escape is hardly possible. Two expedi- 
tions sent into Northeastern Arkansas have captured and sent to Pilot 


Knob over 100 prisoners. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., October 13, 1863—10.30 a. m. 
General TOTTEN: 

I have started the Ninth Minnesota Infantry, 550 strong, for Jefferson 
City this morning. This will enable you to send a force to La Mine with 
supplies. J think Morton and Edwards should remain south of the 
Osage, to prevent the escape of the rebels. If Brown and Ewing can- 
not manage them north of the Osage, Morton can send his cavalry to 
help. I will wait for further information. 

J. M.. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 
-_—-- ey 
* Omitted. 
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JEFFERSON Ory, Mo., October 13, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

I have just learned from a person I consider reliable that Jackman 
has a favorite crossing of the Missouri River just below the mouth of 
La Mine. The banks of the Missouri have been cut down for wagons, 
and the river at present is fordable there. If hard pressed, the rebels 
might attempt to cross into Northern Missouri. Choteau Springs is 7 
miles from mouth of La Mine, near Rocky Ford. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 13, 1863. 


- > MAjor-General SCHOFIELD: 


Commanding officer at Tipton reports return of some scouts sent out 
from that place. The most reliable information is: Rebels, closely pur-. 
sued by Federals, crossed late last night the Salt Fork of the La Mine 
at Dug Ford, just above the mouth of the Blackwater, going toward 
Lexington. General Brown was across La Mine, and was in rear of the 
enemy. Our advance and rebel rear guard skirmishing for 20 miles 
from Boonville. Two regiments of General Guitar’s command, say the 
scouts, passed through Boonville last night. , Colonel Cole is about 20 
miles from Boonville, moving after the enemy. General Ewing left 
Sedalia at 3 o’elock this morning. I have sent him information you 
conveyed this afternoon. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 


Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., October 13, 1863—11 p. m. 
Brigadier-General TorrEN: 
Have the telegraph line repaired to Sedalia as soon as possible. I 
will send you an operator and an instrument for the La Mine crossing. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., 
October 13, 1863—12.15 p. m. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 

A Union prisoner arrived at Glasgow last night; says he escaped 
from the rebels near La Mine Bridge at 9 o’clock yesterday. They are 
on the Georgetown road, but said they were going to Marshall, and ex- 
pected to join another force at Lexington. If this report is true, the 
force at Boonville must have been only a part of that which crossed the 
Osage. It is strange we cannot get definite information if there was a 


force at La Mine yesterday. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 13, 1863—8.10 p. m. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN: 


Advices received from General Guitar, from Glasgow, leave no doubt 
that the enemy went west from Boonyille.. Brown had a fight with 
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them last night, and another this morning. Last accounts the rebels 

were going toward Lexington; our troops in pursuit. Send this informa- 

tion to General Ewing, via Sedalia. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 

(Sent to Ewing via Tipton and La Mine.) : 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., October 13, 1863—10.30 p. m. 


Brigadier-General TOTTEN: 

At 3 o'clock this morning General Brown was 8 miles east of Mar- 
shall. Reported the enemy moving rapidly west. Since then has had 
a fight. Cannonading heard at Sedalia about noon. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, October 13, 1863—11 p. m. 


Brigadier-General ToTTEN: 


It is of no use for Cole to be followinit Brownw’s trail. Brown has 
plenty of troops. Cole should move to Sedalia, or some point where he 
can get information readily, and fall upon the enemy with fresh troops 
at a favorable opportunity. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


JEFFERSON Ons Mo., epee 13, [1863.] 
Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis: 


The Isabella left Boonville about 3 p.m. yesterday. The captain 
reports the rebels went westward to Arrow Rock, skirmishing at the 
time the boat left. Reported that rebels intended taking road to Cho- 
teau Springs. J shall send 20,000 rations on Isabella up the river, and 
endeavor to relieve our people. Our forces must all be up with rebels; 
I mean Brown, Lazear, Kelly, Cole, Crittenden, and Leonard. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 13, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


An engine with guard were at La Mine Bridge yesterday. Reported 
road all right, but heard nothing of rebels. Gentleman who was in 
Tipton while rebels were there, reports their officers said they would be 
joined by another force which had gone another route. He supposed 
they meant the party who attacked General Blunt. They also told him 
Quantrill and Jackman would join them, and they would go through to 
Iowa. Can you furnish Major Brown, at La Mine, a company of cavalry 
from Sedalia? He should have some for scouting, &e. 

JAS. ‘TOTTEN, . 
'  Brigadier- General. 
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JEFFERSON City, Mo., 
October 13, [1863.] 
Commanding Officer, Tipton: 


Dispatch messengers to Colonel Weer, near Sedalia, and General 
Ewing, that rebels left Boonville, on the Arrow Rock road, yesterday. 
Our forces were close upon. them, and fighting their rear guard at 3 
p. m., when the Isabella left Boonville for this place. General Brown, 
Colonel Lazear, Lieutenant-Colonel Crittenden, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cole, from here, and Major Kelly and Major Leonard, from Northern 
Missouri, were close upon the rebels. : 

By order of Brigadier-General Totten: 


LUCIEN J. BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


fd HEADQUARTERS, 
Linn Creek, Missouri, October 13, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. E. B. BRown, 
Commanding Central District Missouri : 


GENERAL: [ understand that I am in your district, and therefore re- 
port to you for orders. I haye 800 men, of which 180 are infantry. I 
am holding the river from e to Tuscumbia, having sent a battalion 
of four companies to that place awaiting your orders. 

General, I remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
QUIN MORTON, 
Tneutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


LEBANON, Mo., 
October 13, 1863. 
General [SCHOFIELD :] 


I arrived here last night, and shall leave at 8a. m. to-day for Buffalo. 

Finding that Colonel Morton had moved to Linn Creek, and taken 
Eno with him, I ordered Eno back to this, place. I considered that 
Morton had force enough at the creek, and that this was a better point 
to have Eno at for use in any direction. a 

I shall try to make such disposition as will guard all the points, and 
at the same time give me the greatest facility for concentration, should 
the enemy return in.force. <A party of 80, with led stock, crossed the 
road, going south, at Sand Spring on the day before yesterday ; other 
parties are reported as going in the same direction. 

If you can possibly supply the force, the guards at the Piney and 
Gasconade and the garrison at Waynesville should be replaced ; with- 
out this, they have a good outlet by the valley of the Gasconade, 
and already small guerrilla parties are robbing trains and raiding the 
country. 

The officer in command at Waynesville should be a man of energy, 
and should have force enough to scour that whole country. 

I will write you from Buffalo, and hope on my arrival there to get 
better informed of the movements of the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
: JOHN MoNEIL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


646 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


SEDALIA, Mo., October 13, 1863—5 a. m 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


From rumor last night, I suppose there was fighting on Buitalo Prai- 
rie, east of La Mine, and 15 miles southwest of Boonville. Weer’s 
command is just starting toward Marshall; the balance I halted last 
night 13 miles toward Boonville. Future’ movements are wholly de- 
pendent on information. My scouts toward Marshall and Boonville 
bring signally [singularly] no word from General Brown’s command 


for two days. ‘Telegraph me here. 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 


Brigadier- General. 


SEDALIA, Mo., October 13, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


General Brown, at 3 a. m. to-day, from 8 miles east of Marshall, re- 
ports the enemy moving rapidly west. Since then he had an engage- 
ment. Cannonading ceased about noon in same direction. 

GEORGE H. HALL, 


Colonel. 
= 


Macon City, Mo., October 13, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


Just received the following: 
GLASGOW, October 13, [1863.] 
General O. GUITAR: 


A citizen from Cambridge reports having seen one of Shelby’s men in that vicinity 
this a.m. There were others scattered in that vicinity. The rebels stated that 
Shelby’s men intended taking Marshall last night. He states that they were to form 
a junction with Marmaduke; place not named. A messenger from Tillman’s company 
isjust in. He did not overtake them. He has been 12 miles beyond Boonville. He 
reports the rebels at 1,200, and the Federals at 2,000 or 2,500. They were pursuing, 
and had killed 12 rebels ; had lost 4 men. The rebels took the Lexington road. 

A. F. DENNY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, §e. 


: O. GUITAR, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


BOONVILLE, Mo., October 13, 1863. 


Maj. LUCIEN. J. BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Just returned. With my men I formed a junction with Colonel Cole. 
We went beyond Blackwater, and could not overtake the enemy or 
General Brown, fifteen hours in advance. Learned that 300 of the en- 
emy had broken off from the enemy. Moved toward Arrow Rock and 
Boonville. Showed Colonel Cole my order from you; in consideration 
of that and the move of the 300, Colonel Cole advised me to move here. 
Have Major Leonard’s command await your orders. Citizens are very 
much alarmed; rumors of enemy moving again upon them. Have no 
rations. I know nothing of General Guitar yet. 

T. T. CRITTENDEN, 
Ineutenant-Colonel Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 
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Tipton, Mo., October 13, 1863. 
General TOTTEN : 
I have just arrived at this point; all right. General Ewing left 
Sedalia at 3 a. m. to-day, toward Arrow Rock. 
R. H. BROWN, 
Major, Commanding. 


JEFFERSON Crry, Mo., October 13, 1863. 
Maj. R. H. Brown, Tipton : 


Send the following by messengers from Tipton and from La Mine to 
General Ewing. General Schofield telegraphs this evening as follows: 
Advices received from General Guitar from Glasgow leave no doubt that the enemy 
went west from Boonville. Brown had a fight with them last night, and another this 


morning. Last accounts the rebels were going toward Lexington; our troops in pur- 
suit. 


JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 
Seven miles from Longwood, October 13, 1863—2 p. m. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


Dispatches from my scouts received at 1 a. m., showing that the enemy 
crossed La Mine just about mouth of the Blackwater yesterday after- 
noon, and then turned north, crossing Blackwater, on the Marshall 
road. I started men at daylight from Sedalia toward Marshall, and 
am taking another command from Boonville road near La Mine, cross- 
ing northwest to Longwood, from which I will move as information shall 
there reach me. I fear General Brown trusts too small messenger par- 
ties, who are scared off or picked up. I still hear nothing from him. 
Cannon heard this morning in the direction of Arrow Rock. Iwill reach 
Longwood at 4 p.m. Very bad road. 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


LE Roy, KAws., October 13, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWING: 

Yesterday morning at 2 o’clock I received a dispatch from Neosho 
Falls, written by Colonel Coffin, Indian superintendent, informing me 
that the guerrillas had taken Osage Mission the day previous, and were 
marching up the valley with a force of 500 men. I started Lieutenant 
[George W.| Simons at once down the valley with 20 men, with orders 
to proceed by way of Humboldt, and obtain information, and followed at 
daylight with my own company and four companies of Kansas State 
Militia. I reached Humboldt at 9 o’clock a. m., and there learned that 
only a smal] rebel force had been at the Mission, and had left. I sent 
two companies of Kansas State Militia back to Le Roy, and at 4 0’clock 
p.m. Lieutenant Simons returned, having been at the Mission. He 
informed me that 20 guerrillas had entered the Mission the day previ- 
ous at daylight, took about 40 horses and all the powder and lead they 
could find, also 4 prisoners, and left, going south. Hight miles below 
the Mission they released two of the prisoners, who were citizens, and 
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took the others on. The two taken on were furloughed soldiers of the 


Ninth Kansas. 

A few moments after Lieutenant Simons returned, I received a dis- 
patch from General Scott’s [?] adjutant, informing me that 500 guerril- 
las had moved up the Verdigris, and were then near Belmont. I moved 
at once to this place, arriving with the advance at 11 p. m., and found 
about 300 of the Kansas State Militia collected. When I left Humboldt, 
T sent a scout out.toward Belmont, with orders to report to me at Le 
Roy if they could discover any rebel force. When I reached this place, 
I sent several scouting parties over toward the Verdigris, and awaited 
their reports at this point. Up to this writing (4 p.m.) two of the 
scouting parties have arrived from the Verdigris, and report the coun- 
try clear of rebels, and say that they can get no trace of any guerrillas, 
_ and they are fully of the opinion that no force of rebels have passed up 
that way. The reports that gave rise to this excitement came from In- 
dians, through Colonel Coffin and Mr. Carruth, the Indian agent. The 
excitement has been very great, and the Kansas State Militia are out 
in full force. General Scott [?] has sent six companies home, and will 
send off the others in the morning. I am fully of the opinion that, with 
' the exception of those who came to the Osage Mission, no rebels have 
been in the valley. I did not believe at any time that there was any 
real danger; hence my delay in reporting to you. General Blunt has 
taken all the troops at Humboldt and Belmont to Fort Scott. 

If the militia will turn out when there is a real raid half as well as 
they have this time, with the little assistance I can render, we can whip 
any 500 of the enemy that may choose to come up this way. 

I am, very respectfully, 
J. G. LINDSAY, 
First Lieut., Comdg. Company EF, Eleventh Kansas Vol. Cavalry. 


“is Macon City, Mo., October 13, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

I have just received the following dispatch from Glasgow : 

GuLascow, Mo., October 13, [1863.] 
General O. GUITAR: 

Colonel Wilson, of Marshall, reached here last night, and reports that a Union pris- 
oner escaped the rebels yesterday at 9 o’clock near La Mine Bridge. The rebels were 
then on the Georgetown road, but from their conversation he understood they were 
going to Marshall, and from there to Lexington, where they would form a junction 
with Marmaduke. This man reports them between 2,000 and 3,000 strong, with two 
pieces of artillery. I reached here last night at 10 o’clock. Captain Tillman’s com- 
pany joined Major Leonard at Boonville yesterday morning at 7 o’clock; donot know 
whether they continued with him. 

‘ A. F. DENNY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

You will observe from this it would be utterly impracticable to reach 
General Brown with supplies from the north side of the riyer. There 
are no supplies at Glasgow. To reach General Brown from here, sup- 
plies would have to be wagoned 35 miles on this side, and at least as far 
on south side of river, besides transportation by rail from this place to 
Renick, and by boat from Glasgow. My decided opinion is, notwith- 
standing dispatch, that the rebels have gone in the direction of George- 
town. But whether in that direction or toward Marshall, I respectfully 
suggest that supplies should be forwarded to Tipton or Sedalia, if break 
in road has been repaired, and, if necessary to wagon them beyond, 
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press teams if no Government transportation can be had. My opinion 
1s that the rebel force is greatly exaggerated, and that the whole thing 
will not reach 1,800 men. The men I ordered to Jefferson City and 
Boonville, about 600, have joined General Brown. 
O. GUITAR, 
Brigadier-General. 


Sarn'r Louis, Mo., October 13, 1863—4 p. m. 


Brigadier-General Guitar, Macon City: - 


There are strong Erectiots that the rebels intend to cross the Mis- 
souri River, if possible. I am told there is a place near the north of the 
La Mine where the river is fordable at this time. Doubtless there may 
be other places. All such should be guarded; also all ferry-boats. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
-Major-General. 


. GLASGOW, Mo., sa ag 13, 1863—4.30 p. m. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

The messenger who brought in Major Leonard’s dispatch reports the 
rebels divided, 8 miles southwest of Arrow Rock, this morning about 7 
' o'clock. He reports a fight at dark last night on Blackwater; also a 
skirmish this a. m. below Arrow Rock. He reports about 100 rebels 
passed through Arrow Rock last night, and came within 2 miles of Sa- 
line City, where they turned in direction of Marshall, except 15 or 20, 
who came on up the river and scattered. 

A. F. DENNY, 


Lieutenant- Colonel. 


1 nr 


Saint Lovis, Mo., October 14, 1863—3.30 p. m. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

General Brown brought the rebels under Shelby to a decisive engage- 
ment yesterday. The fight was obstinate, and lasted five hours. The 
rebels were finally completely routed and scattered in all directions, 
with loss of all their artillery and baggage, and a large number of 
small-arms and prisoners. The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded is 
very great. Ours is also large. Our troops are still pursuing the 


flying rebels. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


GLasGow, Mo., October 14, [1863]—9.15 a. m. 


General GuITaR, Macon City: 

Lieutenant [Alexander K.] Cropp, of Company C, has returned with 
his company. He left Major Leonard yesterday at noon, below Arrow 
Rock. He reports about the same facts telegraphed you last night. He 
states that the impression is that Shelby is going toward Lexington. 
The lieutenant reports a scattered force of 75 to 100 west of this, on the 
other side of the river. Asmall lot of rebels came up to his camp last 
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night. He routed them and captured one horse and one Enfield rifle. 
Is it necessary to detain the steamboat Annie Jacobs at this post any 


longer ? 
A. F. DENNY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Macon, Mo., October 14, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


Cannonading was heard at.10 a. m. yesterday in the vicinity of Mar- 
shall. The main body of the rebels are certainly moving in the direc- 


tion of Lexington. 
O. GUITAR, 


Brigadier- General. 


Saint Louts, Mo., October 14, 1863—3.15 p. m. 
Brigadier-General GUITAR: 

General Brown beat the rebels splendidly yesterday. Captured all 
their artillery, baggage, a large number of small-arms, and many pris- 
oners. ’ The rebels were scattered in all directions. Look out for the 
flying rebels if any of them attempt to cross the river. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


KNOBNOSTER, Mo., October 14, 1863. 
Commanding Officer, Harrisonville : 

A force of 400 rebels reported at a point 16 miles north of Warrens- 
burg this evening; said to be going southwest. Send to other stations, 
and call on acting assistant adjutant-general, District of the Border, at 
Kansas City, to re-enforce Pleasant Hill, Harrisonville, and Hickman 
Mills. 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., October 14, 1863—3 p. m. 
Colonel GRAVELY : 

The rebels were badly beaten yesterday near Marshall, in Saline 
County, and scattered in all directions, with loss of all their artillery | 
and baggage. Inform General McNeil, and tell him to look out for the 
flying rebels. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


- TIPTON, October 14, 1863. 
General TOTTEN : ; 

Sir: Your last dispatch just received. No additional news. Scout on 
the way from Boonville. General, unless I can mount the men at this 
post, I cannot send the dispatches which you order. All the mounted 
men are out. 

J. F. HUME, 
Major, Commanding. 
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. CALIFORNIA, Mo., October 14, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES TOTTEN: 

There were about 20 thieves commenced stealing horses near the 
river north of this last night at dark. Crossed the railroad east of this, 
and hid in the brush at daylight. After traveling all day, found their 
camp at 3 o’clock; sent scout after them, and I have posted men to 


catch them. 
I. W. HICKOX, 
Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Sedalia, Mo., October 14, 1863. 
General ToTTEN: 


I have just received the following, the substance of a dispatch from 
Brigadier-General Brown, which, if you can advise General Totten, 
may be of service: 


We have had a glorious victory, capturing the enemy’s artillery, a large number of 
small-arms, part of his train, and a long list of killed, wounded, &c. 


This dispatch was dated at Marshall, Ogtober 13, 1863, 3 p. m., and 
stated that the battle lasted five hours, and that General Brown’s forces 
were pursuing the enemy in all directions. Our casualties heavy; the 
enemy’s more so. 

GEORGE H. HALL, 
Colonel Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


' Trpton, Mo., October 14, 1863. 
General TOTTEN: 
A messenger just arrived, saying enemy, in'force, retreating toward, 
and are close to, Syracuse, Mo. 
S. M. CURRAN, 
Captain First Nebraska. 


GLASGOW, October 14, [1863]—5 p. mn. 
General O. GuiTaR, Macon: 


A citizen has just arrived from Marshall, who reports that Colonel 
Tlall headed Shelby yesterday morning at 7 o’clock, and engaged him ; 
that General Brown came upon his rear soon afterward, and the fight 
lasted four hours. The loss in killed and wounded was small on both 
sides. General Brown captured one gun and Shelby’s entire baggage 
train. The rebels divided, part going in the direction of Miami and 
part returning in the direction of Jonesborough. 

Another citizen, just in from La Fayette County, reports that at 3 p. 
m. yesterday an engagement took place at Fairview, midway between 
Marshall and Miami; that the Federals camped at Fairview last night, 
and were scouring the country this morning, hunting the guns that 
Shelby is supposed to have hid. ; 
A. F. DENNY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel. 
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PATTERSON, Mo., October 14, 1863. 
General FIsk: ; : 
Dr. Pollok has just arrived at our camp. He is wounded in the right 
hip and leftarm; notdangerous. Sergeant Gillespieis aprisoner. The 
doctor thinks they will not kill him. 
P. L. POWERS. 


MARSHALL, Mo., October 14, 1863—8 a. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

The scattered force of the enemy have moved to the west, and I learn 
that they will concentrate with Quantrill and Jackman, near the head- 
waters of the Sni. I have thrown a force into Lexington, and my main 
force is following them. Weer moved west this morning. 

I am, very respectfully, 
EK. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


LA MINE BRIDGE, Mo., 
October 14, 1863—2.30 p. m. 
General TOTTEN: . 
A force of rebels are reported to be at Otterville, robbing that town. 
I have scouts in every direction. There is a rumor that General Price 
is at Warsaw with 3,000 men, and will be in Syracuse or Lebanon to- 
day or to-morrow. This is only arumor. ‘The lieutenant commanding 
at Otterville reports the rebels approaching that town. 
R. H. BROWN, 
Major, Commanding. 


LA MINE BRIDGE, Mo., October 14, 1863. 
General TOTTEN: 

About 250 of the rebels crossed about 2 miles from this place, going 
south. They were reported 1,000 strong at Lebanon. They have di- 
vided their forces, part going west of this place and part east of it. I 
have 45 wagons here loaded with supplies for the forces of Generals 
Brown and Ewing. I shall keep them here for the present. Some of 
my scouts are taken by the rebels, I fear,'as they have not returned. 

R. H. BROWN, 
Major, Commanding. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 14, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. WILLIAM BAUMER, 
First Nebraska Volunteer Infantry, Tuscumbia : 


Parties of rebels are crossing the Pacific Railroad this p. m., going 
south, in the retreat from the regions of Boonville, Marshall, &c., where 
they have been badly beaten, and lost their artillery. They will reach 
the Osage by to-morrow some time, probably. The extermination of the 
rebels, or their capture, is the all-important thing, now they are broken 
and flying from our victorious troops. A party of rebels, numbering 20, 
passed south, 2 miles east of California; another much larger force 
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passed near Syracuse, and another party, of 250, passed near and west 
of La Mine Bridge. Place parties of infantry at the fords within 10 miles 
of Tuscumbia, if possible, up and down the Osage, and prepare the nec- 
essary ambuscade for the reception of rebel squads. 

Send the inclosed dispatch forward with all haste, under a strong 
escort of cavalry, if you have it, to Colonel- Morton at Linn Creek, and 
hold the balance of the cavalry subject to Colonel Morton’s orders. The 
forces at the fords should get quickly into their positions, and then keep 
quiet for the rebels to come up. 

By direction of Brigadier-General Totten : 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ’ 
LUCIEN J. BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JEFFERSON Crry, Mo., October 14, 1863. 


Col. QUIN MorRToN, 


Commanding Linn Creek, Missouri: 

Parties of rebels are crossing the Pacific Railroad, going south, in re- 
treat from the regions of Boonville, of Marshall, &c., where they have, 
been badly beaten. They will reach the Osage by to-morrow some time, 
I expect. Keep your cavalry on the lookout, but not too much scattered 
as to prevent your concentrating there at short notice, if General Scho- 
field should so command. The extermination of the rebels, or their 
capture, is the all-important thing, now that they are broken and flying 
from our victorious troops. <A party of 20 rebels passed south, 2 miles 
east of California; another much larger party passed near Syracuse; a 
third, of 250 men, passed near La Mine Bridge. It is of the utmost im- 
portance that Colonel Edwards, at Warsaw, should know these facts, 
and I beg you will send a strong escort with messenger to him to con- 
vey the news, and to all United States troops along the Osage to Warsaw. 
Haste is of the greatest importance. The rebels are, doubtless, much 
demoralized and broken down, and, consequently, the hope is they will 
rest for some hours to-night, and give us time to get information through 
to the various points on the Osage. Besure to use the utmost exertions 
to forward the news. Thereisan important and favorite crossing to the 
rebels 12 miles east of Warsaw, toward which they now appear to be 
moving from La Mine Bridge. Colonel Edwards should be informed of 
this. The messenger I send you cannot go on; fresh men and horses 
should be sent. I send to Tuscumbia, and they send from that place to 
you. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
; JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


[P. S.]—The column of rebels under Colonel Hunter, 500 stong and 
one piece artillery, finally escaped over Duroc Ford. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 14, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of Saint Louis : 


Morton reports from Linn Creek, dated yesterday. Command 800 
strong, independent of local garrison (two companies of militia). He has 
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sent four companies to Tuscumbia unnecessarily, as I have there battal- 
ion First Nebraska. I propose, with your approbation, to send Morton 
up the Osage; his infantry, 150 strong, to Duroc, a favorite ford of 
rebels, about 12 miles below Warsaw, and two companies of his cavalry 
west of him, watching the fords of the Osage. I await your orders. 
The two companies of militia at Linn Creek can take care of the fords 
at that place and Mining Post. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 


Brigadier-General. 


JEFFERSON Cry, Mo., October 14, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. QUIN MorRTON, 
Linn Creek, Missouri: 


Your report of arrival. at Linn Creek has been received by General 
Totten, temporarily in command in this vicinity. By direction of Major-’ 
General Schofield, this moment received by telegraph, you will concen- 
trate your command at Linn Creek, and near there, and be prepared to 
move at a moment’s notice upon receipt of further orders. Colonel 
Edwards has 1,500 men watching the fords about Warsaw and Osceola. 

*The latest information from the enemy is as follows: Monday night was 
moving on road from Boonville to Marshall; General Brown on his 
rear. Skirmished with him at crossing of La Mine; killed 15 rebels, 
and lost none. Had another skirmish yesterday morning, and about 
noon cannonading was heard at Sedalia. At 3 a.m. yesterday General 
Brown was 8 miles east of Marshall, moving westward rapidly. Your 
command is to be held in hand, ready to strike them if they double and 
return eastward or scatter and fly in your direction. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LUCIEN J. BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SAINT Lovts, Mo., October 14, 1863—11 a. m. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 


Colonel Edwards has 1,500 men watching the fords about Warsaw 
and Osceola. I think Morton should keep his troops pretty well con- 
centrated near Linn Creek, and keep them fresh, ready to strike the 
rebels if they double and come east again. If the rebels continue west, 
Morton should move as far west as Warsaw, while Edwards goes still 
farther. I hope to get information soon. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 14, 1863. 
"Major-General ScHOFIELD: 

Colonel Crittenden reports his return to Boonville. Jollowed enemy 
across Blackwater, and thence pursued 300 rebels reported as having 
gone toward Arrow Rock and Boonville. Has Major Leonard’s com- 
mand with him. People in Boonville much alarmed, fearing rebels will 
return in that direction, as rumored. He reports himself as without 
rations, and awaits orders. I sent Isabella up yesterday with 20,000 
rations, to relieve troops along the river as far as Lexington. I think 
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Crittenden, with Leonard’s command, should remain at Boonville, 
watching broken squads of the enemy along the La Mine. Instructions 
asked. Sent your orders to Morton. Don’t forget ford across Osage 
at Duroc. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-Geneyal. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 14, 1863—3 p. m. 
Brigadier-General ToTTEN: 


Let Crittenden remain at Boonville with his present force and scour 
the country, especially along the river, and pick up the scattered rebels 
who may come that way. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 14, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. T. T. CRITTENDEN, 
Commanding Boonville, via Tipton : 


General Schofield directs that you scour the country, especially along 
the river, and pick up the scattered rebels who may come that way. 
News of General Brown’s victory yesterday received. Watch the La 
Mine country. 

LUCIEN J. BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 14, [1863.] 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 


A messenger from Syracuse to Tipton says rebels are retreating in force 
via former place. Major Brown, at La Mine, says the lieutenant com- 
manding at Otterville reports rebels approaching latter place. tumors 
at La Mine report Price coming north, and already at Warsaw. Ed- 
wards’ forces have caused the rumors, doubtless. JI have sent your 
instructions to Crittenden. 

‘JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 14, [1863.] 
Col. N. Cok, via Tipton: 


By direction of Major-General Schofield, you will move with your 
command to Sedalia, or some point where you can fall upon the enemy 
if he attempts to escape southward. General Schofield says General 
Brown has plenty of troops to deal with the rebels, and the great ob- 
ject now is to intercept their broken columns. If you are with General 
Brown, show him this. If you are away from him and acting under his 
orders in an important movement, you must then exercise your discre- 
tion; otherwise obey General Schofield’s, as above indicated. 

.? JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
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BOoNvILLE, Mo., October 14, 1863—11 a. m. 
Lucien J. BARNES, Assistant Adjutant- ee 


Dispatches just in from General Guitar to Major Leonard, ordering 
him to await orders from you; informs him that he learns a band of 
several hundred would undertake to cross the river about the mouth 
of La Mine. Number exaggerated, it is supposed. I have forwarded 
in haste your telegram to General Brown. Know not where he is. 
Have sent to Marshall, Saline County. Isabella not arrived yet. 

T. T. CRITTENDEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 14, 1863. 
Captain HANNAHS, Acting Assistant Adjutant- Generil: 


The rebels under Shelby passed Marshall, in Saline County, going 
west, before noon yesterday. General Brown and Colonel Weer were 
close upon them, and had a fight about noon. General Ewing was 
farther east. Possibly the rebels may reach the Kansas line. Keep a 
sharp lookout for them, and, if they approach the Kansas line, try to 
head them off, and detain them until the troops in pursuit can come up. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., October 14, 1863. 


Commanding Officers of Stations on the Border : 


The rebel Colonel Shelby passed through Marshall, Saline County, 
yesterday about noon, where our forces, under General Brown and Colo- 
nel Weer, engaged him, and routed him, with a loss of 100, his artillery, 
and train. Loss on our side slight. General Ewing is co-operating 
with General Brown. It is not impossible that Shelby may attempt to 
escape through Kansas south, which must be resisted with all the efforts 
in our power. You will keep up thorough patrol night and day, and 
send out daily into Missouri as large scouting parties as the strength of 
your commands will allow. If any signs of an enemy in force are seen, 
' spare not horse-flesh in conveying. the news to adjoining stations and 
to the border towns in Kansas. 

The latest news from our forces is full of encouragement, and gives a 
promise that the rebels will be severely punished, if not captured and 
destroyed. Let renewed and ceaseless vigilance be exercised by every 
officer and soldier along the entire border. 

Commanding officers of stations will read and forward to the lowest 
station in this district. 

By order of Brigadier-General Ewing : 

J. M. HADLEY, 
Ineutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR. | Two MILES SOUTHWEST OF LONGWOOD, Mo., 
October 14, 1863—4 a. m. 
Commanding Officer, Warrensburg, Mo. : 
The enemy at noon yesterday was fighting with General Brown’s 
forces, near Marshall, and retreating rapidly west or southwest. Colo- 
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nel Weer, with his cavalry command, has gone north, and must be close 
- on the enemy’s rear. Send me all information by Warrensburg and 
Knobnoster. . 

As the enemy approaches, it will be your duty to cover the country 
north of the Harrisonville, Warrensburg, and Sedalia road with scout- 
ing parties of citizen militia or soldiers, to give information which will 
euvable us to head him. It is thought he will strike southwest from 
Marshall, but nothing is certainly known, as the troops which have 
caught up with the enemy have so far given no information to the co- 
operating forces under my command. 

THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


(Same to commanding oflicers at Harrisonville, Pleasant Hill, Hick- 
man Mills, Kansas City, Westport, &c.) 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, October 15, 1863. 
Major-General STEELE, Little Rock, Ark.: 


GENERAL: Several officers and men belonging to Marmaduke’s com- 
mand have recently been captured in Missouri and the northern part 
of Arkansas. Deserters from Marmaduke’s division report that a large 
proportion of that division are returning across the Arkansas River, 
either as deserters or for the purpose of making raids into Missouri. It 
is reported that one Colonel Shaver is now at Jacksonport collecting 
and organizing these men. It is important that this operation be broken 
up, if possible. It gives endless trouble in Missouri. Shelby left Price 
near Arkadelphia in the latter part of September, crossed the Arkansas 
near Ozark, and succeeded in reaching the Missouri River before force 
’ enough could be concentrated to stop him. He bas been beaten and his 
force scattered. Most of it will probably be captured, but not until 
they have done great damage. His force was from 1,000 to 1,500 men, 
with two pieces of artillery. If possible, the line of the Arkansas 
should be occupied so as to prevent organized bodies like Shelby’s from 
crossing, and the country north of the river should be so occupied as 
to prevent stragglers who may come across from concentrating and or- 
ganizing for raids into Missouri. If youcan send a regiment of cavalry - 
to Jacksonport,and one in the Arkansas Valley, about midway between 
Little Rock and Ozark, I can probably do the rest by the use of troops 
in Missouri and Western Arkansas. The troops thus detached would 
have to subsist mainly upon the country, which I presume could be 
done with but little difficulty. 

Please inform me what you can do in this matter, and also what 
progress you are making in raising new troops in Arkansas. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., October 15, 1863—11.10 a. m. 
Brigadier-General MCNEIL : 
General Brown informs me that after the fight on the 13th most of 
the scattered rebel forces moved west from Marshall, He thinks they 
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will concentrate on the headwaters of the Snibar. Brown’s forces 
and Weer’s are in pursuit. Look out for them at Osceola and west of 
that place. Order Colonel Morton to guard the Osage as far up as 


Warsaw. : 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., October 15, 1863—11.15 a. m. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 

General Brown informs me that most of the rebel force went west 
after the fight at Marshall. He thinks they will concentrate on the 
headwaters of the Snibar. McNeil is moving west from Buffalo to cut 
off their retreat south. Dispatch Morton to guard the Osage as far 


west as Warsaw. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


JEFFERSON: City, Mo., October 15, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown, 
Commanding Forces in the Field, via Tipton : 

‘As many as four squads of rebels, numbering from 20 to 250, have 
crossed the railroad at different points between La Mine and California. 
We are deficient in cavalry in this direction, and we hear of none of 
yours in pursuit of these bands. As many as 400, in four equal detach- 
ments, should be sent at once in the direction of Warsaw, La Mine, 
Versailles, and California. Please send these detachments at once, if 
possible, so that, if driven back northward, something may meet them. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 15, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. QUIN MorRTON, 
Linn Creek, Missouri : 

By direction of General Schofield, just received by telegraph, you 
will with your force guard the line of the Osage as far west as and in- 
cluding Warsaw. The bulk of the rebel force went west after the fight, 
and General Brown thinks will concentrate on the headwaters of the 
Snibar. Squads of them, however, crossed the railroad, going south, 
as dispatched you by last evening’s messenger. Watch for all such 
squads, and exterminate the thieves. Let your troops occupy the Osage — 
as quickly as possible to Warsaw. General McNeil is moving west from 
Buffalo. The general also suggests that it would be well for you to 
watch the ford at or near Mining Post. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LUCIEN J. BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Pitot Knog, Mo., October 15, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 


_Deserters from Price’s army report that nearly all of Marmaduke’s 
division have deserted, and are coming into Missouri, many to go home, if 
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they can; otherwise to make raids after the manner of Shelby. Colonel 
Shaver is now at Jacksonport, endeavoring to rally them for organiza- 
tion, and a march wpon Missouri. We have captured 3’ of Shaver’s offi- 
cers, and, from their reports, I conclude Rolla to be the point aimed for. 
I have ordered a party in the direction of Alton, to obtain information. 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


: PILOT ENOe; Mo., October 15, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


I am satisfied that the rebel gang in Southeastern Missouri and North- 
ern Arkansas are obtaining their munitions of war from points on both 
sides of the Mississippi River, between Saint Louis and Cape Girardeau. 
Since the occupation of Little Rock by our forces, the rebels north of 
the Arkansas have no depot from which to obtain munitions, and their 
friends in Saint Louis are doubtless furnishing them as best they can. 
I have a party now in pursuit of seven kegs of powder en route from 
Saint Genevieve to the swamps below. Iwish you would attach all the 
river counties below Saint Louis and on the Iron Mountain Railroad to 
my district, and fix my headquarters at Saint Louis, where I can reach 
the whole district with greater facility than from this point, and can 
do other good service at the same time. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 


Brigadier- General. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., October 16, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Comdg. Department of the "Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Major Brown, at La Mine, says Major Houts, Seventh Regiment Mis- 
souri State Militia, has just returned from pursuit of the enemy, and 
reports 100 encamped night before last 16 miles south of La Mine, near 
Florence, and were making for the Osage, between Cole Camp and 
Versailles. They had one piece of artillery. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., October 16, 1863—1 p. m. 
Brigadier- Medora TOTTEN: 

Your dispatch informs me that Major Houts, Seventh Missouri State 
Militia, has just returned from the pursuit, apparently leaving the enemy 
to go off at his leisure at any time, when a vigorous pursuit should be 
most effective. This matter requires full inv estigation. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


. SEDALIA, Mo., October 16, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES TOTTEN: 
The rebels, pursued by Colonel Hall, passed Cole Camp yesterday, 


not to-day. eee 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, 


é 
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, ~ Sarnr Lovurs, Mo., October 16, 1863—7.30 p. m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel BisHop, Springfield, Mo.: 


Shelby’s force, about 500 strong, passed Rose Hill last night. Inform 

General McNeil. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Saint Lovis, Mo., October 16, Bice 
Colonel GRAVELY, Lebanon, Mo.: 


Four hundred or 500 rebels, with one piece of artillery, aula near 
Florence, 16 miles south of the railroad, night before last. They were 
making for the Osage, between Cole Camp and Versailles, at last ac- 
counts. A number of the rebel force, about 600, under Shelby, passed 
near Clinton night before last, going south. Itis understood that Quan- 
trill and others are somewhere in the border counties, and will try to 
join Shelby south of the Osage. Inform General McNeil and Colonel 
Morton. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


LEBANON, Mo., October 16, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel BisHop, Commanding : 

Captain [W. W.] Owens left Lebanon very early this morning with 
escort of 40 men. This evening General Schofield telegraphs me that 
500 rebels were moving this way, encamping near Florence night before 
last. I had but few men, and did not receive your dispatch until after 
Owens left. I thought all right. Please send out some men to meet 
him to-morrow night, as he will be ina dangerous place. 

J. J. GRAVELY, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


LEXINGTON, Mo., October 16, 1863—6 p. m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

Shelby is retreating southward precipitately. He is on Blackwater 
to-night, closely pursued. He will pass west of Warrensburg. I cap- 
-tured, 5 miles below Waverly, this morning, all his transportation and 
two ambulances; also two wagons loaded with ammunition. His forces 
are scattered. He has now about 500 men with him ;: one-half cut off 
yesterday in fight in Marshall. 

JNO. F. PHILIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Bolivar, Mo., October 16, 1863—11 p. m. 


Col. A. W. BisHop, Commanding Post, Springiea, Mo.: 


COLONEL: I jones immediately in pureed of the enemy, who, 1,000 
strong, passed Humansville at sundown this evening. Send all "the 
available cavalry force, with utmost speed, to Mount Vernon, to intercept 
them. Communicate with me. I shall go by way of Greenfield. 

Yours, &c., 
C. B. HOLLAND, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. Enrolled Mo, Militia, 4th Mil. Dist. of Missouri, 
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HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., October 16, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis: 


Surgeon Pollok, Third Colorado Infantry, who was wounded and fell 
into the hands of the enemy at the recent fight at Pitman’s Ferry, has 
been released and sent to our lines. The doctor concludes from what he 
learned while in captivity that the enemy will concentrate on Crowley’s 
Ridge, abandon their project of a raid into Missouri, and give special 

‘attention to bushwhacking our transports on the Mississippi River. I 
am fitting out an expedition that will go and see about it. 

I have deserters direct from Price’s army, who state that the old fertil- 
izer was at Arkadelphia, where he would remain until he could learn the 
result of the election in Ohio. A captured rebel mail, in which are let- 
ters from Missouri rebel officers, gives the same information. Gov. Tom 
C. Reynolds had made an address to the Missourians, stating that Eng- 
land and France had recognized the Southern Confederacy; that the 
ports of Boston and New York were already blockaded, and the election 
of Vallandigham in Ohio would end the war and restore Missouri’s scarred 
veterans to their homes. Shelby had been sent to the Missouri River, 
where 2,500 men would join him, repossess the State capital, and expel 
the Gamble dynasty. 


CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., October 16, 1863—12.30 a. m. 
Col. E. LYNDE, 
Ninth Kansas Cavalry, Trading Post, Kans. : 


COLONEL: Inclosed you will find dispatches from General Ewing. 
Send all available forces below Cold Water Grove at once to Little 
Osage, with instructions to move, in the absence of orders, from that 
place southeast, until they strike the trail of the enemy going out; or, 
if they should find that he has gone south of Little Osage before they 
arrive there, they will push on, by the nearest route, for his trail. I will 
send you 40 men from Aubrey, to replace those you send out, and 40 
from Westport, or this place, and, if more are needed, call on militia. 

By order of Brigadier-General Ewing : 

J. M. HADLEY, 
First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CaLiIFoRNIA, Mo., October 16, 1863—12.30 p. m. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 
The rebels took horses from loyal men and left broken-down horses 
in their place. Shall I take the horses and leave them without any ? 
Answer. ‘ 


Ir. W. HICKOX, 
Colonel Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
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Saint Louis, Mo., October 16, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 

I have telegraphed Brown relative to Houts. The cavalry at Boon- 
ville might be ordered down below the railroad, and some infantry sent 
to Boonville, if necessary. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
- Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 16, 1863—9 p. m. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 


I would like to have you return to Saint Louis as soon as you can 
turn over matters to General Brown in proper shape. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 16, 1863. 
Brigadier-General ToTTEN, Jefferson City, Mo. : 
The following dispatch appeared in the Saint Louis Union yesterday: 


JEFFERSON City, October 14, 1863—2p. m. 


The enemy have taken up winter quarters in Saline County. General Brown has 
their artillery and train; fought five hours yesterday. The enemy are flying in all 
directions. Brown and other loyal soldiers, who love their duty more than politics, 
are in hot pursuit. Glorious victory for the Schofield dynasty. Conservatives do 


their duty. 
LUCIEN J. BARNES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Please ascertain and inform me without delay whether Major Barnes 
sent the above dispatch, and to whom it was sent. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Berton DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
i No. 283. Saint Louis, October 16, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 

IV. The Seventh Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia will be relieved 
from active service this evening. 

The commanding general tenders to the officers and soldiers of this 
regiment his thanks for their prompt response to the call for their serv- 
ices and for the soldierly manner in which they have performed their 
duties. The city of Saint Louis may well be proud of such a regiment. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Schofield : 

OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


os 


WASHINGTON, October 16, 1863. 
Major-General PoPE: 
The military authorities must take care of their Indian prisoners, 
abe the agents of the Interior Department are authorized to receive 
them. : 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
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Saint Louris, Octeber 17, 1863—10 a, m. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States : 


The papers in General Blunt’s case were forwarded to the Adjutant- 
General on the 3d instant. May I ask to know your pleasure concern- 
ing the proposed change ? 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
'  - Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 17, 1865. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


If any troops can be spared from General Steele’s command, send 
them to Memphis. If any can be spared from Missouri, send them to 


Louisville, Ky. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Linn Creek, Missouri, October 17, 1863. 
[Luctean J. BARNES, 
- Assistant Adjutant-General : | 

GENERAL: Your orders, by messenger, reached me yesterday even- 
ing. The troops are in motion to obey them. Major Fischer, of Fifth 
Missouri State Militia Cavalry, moves to Warsaw and fords between 
this post and Warsaw, with seven companies of cavalry ; his headquar- 
ters will be at Warsaw. Weill hold the following fords: Tuscumbia, 
Brockman’s, Little Grave, Mining Post, Auglaize, Burnett’s, Salt Shoal, 
Big Kinchelo, Foley’s, Linn Creek, Dotson’s, Whitten’s, Williams’, Car- 
rol’s, Cable’s, Raney Creek, Deer Creek, Little Buffalo, Wigwam, Du- 
roc, Hackberry, and Warsaw. Several of these fords are held by 
infantry. My headquarters will still be at this place. 

General, you will much oblige me by sending late papers, as I have 
not seen one for the last ten days, and am in profound ignorance of 
what is going on. 

Iam, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
QUIN MORTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


WILMINGTON, KANS., October 17, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWIne : ; 

Sir: I started on the 11th three trains to Council Grove, with orders 
to scout the country north of the road. The escort has returned, but 
found that the rumors about rebels being in that part of the country 
were without foundation. 

On the 16th I started five more, and this morning, the 17th, have got 
one more started. There has been some excitement here, caused by a 
report. that Quantrill was coming into the valley of the Neosho; but 
the excitement is again going down. I have kept sconts out, but have 
failed so far to find them, or of getting any information of the rebels. 
There is nothing of further importance to communicate. Recruiting is 
progressing rather slowly ; I have recruited but two yet. 


Your humble servant, 
JOHN M. ALLEN, 
Captain Company K, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, 
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Saint Louis, Mo., 
October 18, 1863—11.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 


I have directed General Steele to send to Memphis all the troops he 
can spare, retaining only enough for the defense of the line of the Ar- 
kansas River. I wilksend one regiment and a battery from Saint Louis, 
and probably more in a short time. I have nearly made an end of 
Shelby’s raiders. 

: J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, October 18, 1863—11 a. m. 
Major-General STEELE, Little Rock: 

The General-in-Chief directs that if any troops can be spared from 
your command they be sent to Memphis. Please send all you can spare, 
retaining only enough for defense of the line of the Arkansas River. 
We must suspend aggressive operations until Rosecrans gains his point. 

: J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


LEBANON, Mo., October 18, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: ‘ 

GENERAL: I have just received reliable information that the rebels, 
400 or 500 strong, marched into Buffalo this morning at daylight, and 
took posséssion of the town. At9o’clock this morning about 200 rebels 
crossed the Springfield road 20 miles west of this place, from the direc- 
tion of Hartville, and have doubtless joined those at Buffalo. I think 
it likely that they will attack this place. There are 80 effective men 
of my regiment and about 50 Enrolled Militia here. May I burn the 
Government property in case I am overpowered? It consists of valu- 
able clothing, quartermaster’s stores of every kind, and a large amount 
of commissary stores. The trains of the post, with Colonel Morton, are 
on the road. General McNeil and Colonel Morton have all my regiment 
with them except the 80 men. Morton divided his forces at Linn Creek 
the 17th, and moved west with cavalry and east with the infantry. 

J. J. GRAVELY, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Sant Louis, Mo., October 18, 1863—7.30 p. m. 
J. J. GRAVELY, 
Colonel, Commanding Lebanon : 


Ido not think it can possibly be necessary to destroy the stores at 
Lebanon. By making an obstinate fight you can hold out until re- 
enforcements reach you, and do the rebels far more damage than they 
can you. Morton is probably now after them, though I have heard 
nothing from him. Send messengers ‘to him at once, with orders to 
pursue the rebels; also inform General McNeil, if possible. I will try 
and send a force from Rolla. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
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LEBANON, Mo., October 18, 1863—9.10 p. m. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


I have every preparation made for a fight. I did not think of de- 
stroying any property only as a last resort. Wehavea stockade around 
a large brick building, and unless the enemy have artillery they cannot, 
whip us with a thousand men. I have dispatched Colonel Morton. 
General McNeil was directly west of the enemy. Re-enforcements could 
not reach us in time from Rolla. Unless we are attacked by noon to- 
morrow, we will not be at all by the force at Buffalo. 

J. J. GRAVELY, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


SamntT Lours, Mo., October 18, 1863—10 p. m. 
Colonel GRAVELY, Lebanon: 
Allright. If they come, fight them to the last extremity. Do not 
destroy any property unless compelled to, but at all events do not let 


the rebels get it. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., October 19, 1863. 


Captain [Hiram A.] Rion, Fredericktown, Mo. : 


What news from the guerrillas? I notice a shameful communication 
in to-day’s Republican, dated at Fredericktown and signed ‘“ Madison.” 
The article sets forth to all Southeastern Missouri just what your strength 
is, and represents that yourself and Provost-Marshal | Hugh M.] Bradley 
are in constant fear of being gobbled up, and the town in expectation 
of robbery and pillage; that you can’t get more force, and, when you 
send out a scout, nothing is accomplished. 

All this is wrong, and I shall ascertain who the correspondent is, if 
you can’t, and put him through. You have never asked for re-enforce- 
ments, I believe, and we certainly have not force enough to station a 
company at every dry-goods store in the district. 

Do you hear anything more from Hildebrandt? I will give any of 
your boys 80 acres of land that will bring in his head either on or off 
his shoulders. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


CASSVILLE, Mo., October 19, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel BISHOP : 


I have just come in here from Gadfly, having sent my column along 
by Keytesville. Shelby crossed the Wire road to-day, about 600 strong. 
We have his trail, and I shall force a night march. What have you 
from General Holland? My commissary train not come up; I shall 
require it here, and launch into Arkansas. Telegraph me the news. I 
have heard scarcely anything since the day I left Saint Louis. 

JOHN McNEIL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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CASSVILLE, Mo., October 19, 1863. 
Colonel BISHOP: 

I have just returned from a reconnaissance from this post throagh 
by Gadfly and Keytesville. Shelby has crossed the Wire road, where 
he came on below Keytesville, at Cross Hollows, about 10 a. m., going in 
the direction of Huntsville, with about 800 men. Coffee was with him. 

JOHN E. PHELPS, 
Commanding Post. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 118. } Saint Louis, October 19, 1863. 
J. Brig. Gen. J. B. Sanborn having reported at these headquarters, 
in compliance with orders from the General-in-Chief, will repair, without 
delay, to Springfield, Mo., and relieve Brig. Gen. John McNeil, in com- 
mand of the District of Southwestern Missouri. 

On being relieved, Brigadier-General McNeil will repair to Fort Smith, 
Ark., and relieve Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt in command of the District 
of the Frontier. 

On being relieved, Major-General Blunt will repair to Leavenworth 
City, Kans., and, on his arrival at that place, will report by letter to 
these headquarters for further orders. 

II. The District of the Border is hereby extended so as to embrace 
the entire State of Kansas. Commanding officers at Fort Scott and 
other places in the southern portion of Kansas will report accordingly 
to Brigadier-General Ewing. 

By order of Major-General Schofield : 

OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, October 19, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN B. SANBORN: 

GENERAL: I inclose herewith an order assigning you to the command 
of the District of Southwestern Missouri; also a copy of letter of instruc- 
tions received to-day from the President.* 

I cannot do more or better than to commend theseinstructions to your 
careful consideration, as setting forth the principles by which you are to 
be guided in the discharge of the most delicate duties which will de- 
volve upon you. General McNeil, whom you will relieve, will be able 
to give you fall information relative to the condition of the district. 

I shall be glad to hear from you often and fully regarding all matters 
connected with your command, and you may rely upon all the aid and 
support in my power to give. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISsoURI, 
Saint Louis, October 20, 1863. 
The PRESIDENT, Washington, D. C.: 
Mr. PRESIDENT: In compliance with so much of your instructions, 
dated October 1, as directs me to report my opinion upon the availability 


“See General Orders, No. 118, above, and President's letter of October 1, p. 585, 
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for good of the Enrolled Militia of Missouri, I have the honor to submit 
the following: 

The services of the Enrolled Militia have been of great value, not only 
during the summer of 1862, when they were first organized, but also during 
the present year. The ten provisional regiments which the Governor or- 
_ ganized for continuous service, and placed under my command, enabled 

* me to relieve an equal force of United States troops, and send them to 
General Grant. On several occasions I have called out from one to four 
additional regiments for temporary service, to meet emergencies as they 
have arisen. With afew exceptions, they have responded with prompt- 
ness and alacrity, and have done good service. As an example illus- 
trating the value of this organization, on the 18th instant I called out 
the Seventh Regiment of Saint Louis, to relieve troops in the city which 
I wished to send after Shelby. Within six hours after the order was 
made, the whole city was under the guard of this regiment and a few 
colored recruits, and the old troops were on their way to Jefferson City. 
The regiment was just as valuable to me during the short time that its 
services were required as a regiment of regular troops would have been. 

There are some points of objection to the Enrolled Militia organiza- 
tion, arising from defects in the Statelaws. Militia-men are exempted 
from active service for one year upon payment of the small sum of $30. 
The consequence of this is that, as a rule, only the most worthless class 
of men are found in its ranks. The company officers are elected by the 
men, and share their social and political prejudices, in addition to being 
generally incompetent, and in some instances disloyal, or at best of 
doubted loyalty. To remedy these defects the provisional regiments 
were formed by details of both officers and men from all the regiments, 
eighty in number, of Enrolled Militia. Inthismanner ten regiments were 
formed for continuous active service, of as good material as could be ex- 
pected in a militia organization. They are troops of about an average 
quality, varying, however, greatly, some being very good and others 
very bad. From their intimate knowledge of the country and people, 
they have been able to render quite as valuable service, in most cases, 
as United States troops could have done. In some cases they have been 
a positive injury, in consequence of their participation in the unfortunate 
partisan feeling which has sprung up in the State. This fact is the most 
serious objection to retaining them in service. There are also other ob- 
jections which I will enumerate. This detail, by which the active regi- 
ments are formed, is an arbitrary conscription, at least in many cases, 
and hence is more odious to the men.than a regular draft. While these 
troops are supplied by the United States with quartermaster’s, commis- 
sary, and ordnance stores, they must look to the State for pay. The 
resources of the State, available for this purpose, are now nearly ex- 
hausted, and hence if these troops serve much longer they must do so 
without pay. It will be impossible to preserveamong them the discipline 
and good feeling necessary to their efficiency for any considerable time 
atter their pay is stopped. 

For these reasons I have proposed to nryself to gradually dispense 
with the services of these troops as fast as their places can be virtually 
supplied by new troops raised in Missouri for the general service, by vol- 
unteering or draft, and as fast as my success in Arkansas, and consequent 
increased security to Missouri, shall diminish the force necessary to be 
kept in service here. I have every reason to hope that in two or three 
- months from this time these ten regiments can all bedischarged ; while, so 
far from having to recall troops from the main armies to take their place, 
additional re-enforcements can be sent from Missouri to those armies, 
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My original design in organizing the militia of Missouri was to pre- 
pare the entire military force of the State so that it could be quickly 
called into active service in any emergency, such, for example, as a raid 
from Arkansas; thus diminishing greatly the United States force nec- 
essary to be kept in Missouri. I still propose to carry out this plan, 
preserving and perfecting the organization of the militia regiments so 
that they will be available whenever they may be required. 

‘Tor the reasons I have stated, I would not recommend that these 
troops be kept in continuous service longer than necessary to prevent 
an actual withdrawal of troops from more important service. But I 
would not, for any reasons which now exist, or which I can now fore- ) 
see, recommend that they be discharged until they can be spared with- 
out any diminution of the main armies. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
° Major- General. 


WAYNESVILLE, Mo., October 20, 1863. 
General DAVIES: 

A party of rebels, 30 strong, were seen on Rolla road, at 2 o’clock 
yesterday, 5 miles out. Last night were 9 miles out, at Hutchinson’s 
place. I have no men to send out after them. Some of them in Federal 
uniform. They have taken some horses and other things. 

: CHAS. B. MAUS, ; 
Captain, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cassville, Mo., October 20, 1863. 
Colonel BISHOP : 

General McNeilis encamped to-night on Sugar Creek, south of Elkhorn, 
on road to Huntsville. Forces of the enemy stronger than anticipated. 
He makes inquiries of Holland’s and Ewing’s forces, and urges the im- 
portance of an early junction. 

JOHN KE. PHELPS, 
Commanding Post. 


LEBANON, Mo., October 20, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIES: | 
GENERAL: Captain Whybark réported to me with his command at 
3p.m. General Schofield has ordered Colonel Morton, with Twenty- 
third Missouri, to Rolla. General Schofield directs me to use all the 
cavalry at this post to drive out a number of rebels which were at Buf- 
falo on the 18th. They are moving slowly southeast, in the direction of 
Hartville, and I would be glad if you will allow me to take* Captain 
Whybark with me. 
J. J. GRAVELY, 
apres Colonel Highth Cavalry. 
GENERAL ORDERS, ' HbDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 120. - Saint Louis, October 20, 1863. 
Judges of ape of the various precincts in Missouri are notified 
that they will be held responsible that, at the election on the 3d of . 
November next, those persons, and only those, be permitted to vote 
who are entitled to do so by the laws of the State; and especially that 
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the ordinance of the State Convention adopted June 10, 1862, and pub- 
lished herewith, be enforced in every case. 

It is the duty of the judges of election at each precinct in the State 
to see that every person qualified by the constitution and laws of the 
State shall be permitted to exercise the elective franchise without let 
or hinderance, and it is equally their duty to see that those who are not 
qualified undef the constitution and laws, or who refuse to qualify ac- 
cording to the terms of the annexed ordinance, shall not be allowed to ~ 
vote; and any action on their part excluding qualified voters from the 
polls, or admitting those who are not qualified as stated, will be punished 
as a military offense. 

Any person who has borne arms against the. Government of the 
United States, or voluntarily given aid and comfort to its enemies dur- 
ing the present rebellion, and who shall presume to act as judge or clerk 
at said election, and any county judge who shall knowingly appoint any 
such person as above described to act as judge at said election, will be 
deemed guilty of violation of military orders, and, upon conviction 
thereof, will be punished accordingly. . 

In those parts of the State where there is danger of interference by 
guerrilla bands, or by combinations of persons intended to overawe or 
intimidate legal voters, district commanders will so dispose their troops 
as will most certainly prevent such interference. 

Where no such protection may be deemed necessary, all troops will 
absent themselves from the polls entirely, and in all cases when ordered 
by their district commander to be present, their action will be strictly 
confined to the suppression of violence and removing the interference 
above named, to the end that the laws may be enforced and the purity 
of the ballot-box maintained. Under the pretext of guarding against 
violence at the polls, no officer or soldier will be permitted to interfere 
with the peaceful and legal expression of public sentiment, and no officer 
will be excused for a willful failure to remove any interference intended 
to prevent such expression. 

District commanders will designate, on the day previous to the elec- 
tion, those counties in their respective districts in which such pro- 
tection may be deemed necessary, and cause their troops to be disposed 
accordingly. 

Any willful violation of this order will be promptly punished as a 
mnilitary offense. 

Missouri troops will vote at the company polls opened for that pur- 
pose, at the headquarters of their posts, camps, or detachments, in ac- 
cordance with the ordinance of the State Convention, passed June 12, 
1862, and at no other place. 

Special attention is directed to General Orders, No. 101, from these 
headquarters, dated September 28, 1863, and its observance strictly 
enjoined upon all in Missouri. 

By command of Major-General Schofield : 

OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


AN ORDINANCE DEFINING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS AND 
CIVIL OFFICERS IN THIS STATE. 


Be it ordained by the People of the State of Missouri in Convention assem- 
bled as follows : 


SECTION 1. No person shall vote at any election to be hereafter held 
in this State, under or in pursuance of the constitution and laws thereof, 
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whether State, county, township, or municipal, who shall not, in addi- 
tion to possessing the qualifications already prescribed for electors, pre- 


' 


viously take an oath in form as follows, namely : 


I, —— , do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I will sup- 
port, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States and the constitution 
of the State of Missouri against all enemies and opposers, whether domestic or foreign; 
that I will bear true faith, loyalty, and allegiance tothe United States, and will not, 
directly or indirectly, give aid and comfort, or countenance, to the enemies or op- 
posers. thereof, or of the Provisional Government of the State of Missouri, any ordi- 
nance, law, or resolution of any State Convention or Legislature, or of any order or 
organization, secret or otherwise, to the contrary notwithstanding ; and that I do 
this with a full and honest determination, pledge, and purpose faithfully to keep and 
perform the same, without any mental reservation or evasion whatever. And I do 
further solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have not, since the 17th day of December, 
A. D. 1861, willfully taken up arms, or levied war, against the United States, or 
against the Provisional Government of the State of Missouri, So help me God. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
. Memphis, Tenn., October 21, 1863. 
Major-General STEELE, 
Commanding Arkansas Expedition, Little Rock, Ark.: 
GENERAL: The dispatch accompanying this,* from Major-General 
Schofield, directs, as you will perceive, that you send to this point such 


_ troops as you can spare. I have already requested one brigade to be 


sent here—True’s. 

General Sherman expects me to hold the line from Memphis to Tus- 
cumbia, as he now writes. To do this I must have a reserve movable 
force at. Corinth, La Grange, and Memphis, with which to keep the 
enemy’s cavalry and light column busy 50 miles below the railroad. At 
present I have not a spare regiment of infantry. In addition, the Gen- 
eral-in-Chief requires the restoration of the road from Columbus to Cor- 
inth, and the establishment of telegraphic intercourse. This I conceive 
impossible to maintain, but I propose to try it. Sherman has two divis- 
ions at or near Tuscumbia. Every available man on the whole line from 
Mobile to Okolona bas been sent to Bragg, and Wheeler is massing all 
the cavalry of the left of Bragg’s army nortli of the Tennessee near 
Florence. Grant. has been sent to Louisville, and, I think, will go to 
Nashville and assume general command. 

No special news here, except that the enemy keep about 4,000 men 
along the Tallahatchie. 

S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


Sant Louis, Mo., October 21, 1863. 
General McNEIL, Fayetteville : 


Brigadier-General Sanborn is ordered to relieve you in command of 
the District of Southwestern Missouri, and you to relieve Major-General 
Blunt in command of the District of the Frontier, headquarters at Fort 
Smith. It is important that you assume your new command as soon as © 
practicable ; yet do not let the change interfere with your present opera- 
tions. General Sanborn started for Springfield yesterday. 

: J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


* See Schofield to Steele, p. 664, 
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JERICHO, MO., October 21, 1863—6 a, m. 
Brigadier-General MCNEIL: 
I am in pursuit of the rebels (300 strong); am 24 miles behind them. 
I have 400 men and two howitzers. 
J. J. GRAVELY, 


Colonel Highth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


CAMP ON GROVE CREEK, 
Five miles south of Carthage, Mo., October 21, 1863—4 p. m. 
General McNEIL : 

I am in receipt, within the last hour, of your oral dispatches of 
yesterday. On being advised by you on the 19th that you were strong 
enough without me, sent a scouting party to the line south of Pine- 
ville, and waited here. It reports Shelby’s main force as having passed 
west of Pineville Sunday night, going due south. 

I am sending back unserviceable cavalry, and will go on at once with 
the rest of my command, direct through Neosho toward Huntsville. I 
have sent to Springfield to have rations and horseshoes and some artil- 
lery ammunition sent me. I must have rations after to-morrow. If they 
are at Cassville, the commanding Officer there, on reading this, will send 
all he can spare to me, on the direct road from Neosho toward Huntsville, 
a day’s march from Neosho, say 25 miles, invoiced to Capt. Theodore 
S. Case, acting commissary of subsistence "and assistant quartermaster. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, 
THOMAS EWING, JrR., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., October 21, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D.C. ; 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to transmit, inclosed, copy of a letter 
from General Sully,* and to invite the attention of the General-in-Chief 
to several very important matters contained therein. It will be noticed 
that General Sully confirms the report hitherto made from these head- 
quarters of the termination of Indian hostilities east of the Missouri, 
except the danger arising from small roving parties of three or four 
Indians, who may penetrate into the settlements this winter, to steal. 
Any operations against hostile Indians in the spring will be confined to 
the region south of the Missouri, and to-the extreme headwaters of 
that river. I desire particularly to invite the attention of the General- 
in-Chief to General Sully’s report of the deplorable condition of the 
Sioux and Winnebago Reservation, lately established on the Missouri 
River, 75 miles above Fort Randall. My object in asking the attention 
of the General-in-Chief to this matter will be apparent when I state that 
Indian Superintendent Thompson, of Minnesota, who removed these 
Indians from that State, and who now has charge of them, has applied 
to me for an escort for a train to haul supplies for these Indians from 
Minnesota. Why it is arranged to buy in Minnesota, and haul pro- 
visions over the uninhabited regions south and west of the Minnesota 
River to the Upper Missouri, rather than trom Sioux City, on the Mis- 
souri itself, so much nearer to the reservation, I will not undertake to 
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say, but I much doubt whether, at this season of the year, it will be 
possible to make such a journey with troops and a large train without 
ereat suffering to the men and the loss of most of the animals and 
wagons. I have, however, directed General Sibley to furnish the neces- 
sary escort, provided he considers it possible to make the journey, hav- 
ing ox teams to haul the soldiers’ rations, as mules could not possibly 
survive such a trip over a country nearly destitute of grass. The cost 
to the War Department of furnishing this escort will be large, and the 
troops composing it will not be able to return this winter; but I have 
thought it best to comply with the application of the Indian Bureau, 
as I do not wish the failure of these Indian reservation operations on 
the Upper Missouri to be attributed to the military authorities. From 
General Sully’s account (herewith inclosed) of the deplorable condition 
‘of affairs at that reservation, I have little expectation that the Indian 
Department will be able to. maintain the Indians there through the 
winter. If the General-in-Chief thinks that the expense of this escort 
ought not to be incurred, please telegraph me at once on the subject. 
All mules and wagons not absolutely needed in Minnesota for the winter 
I have directed to be sent to General Allen, Saint Louis, to be distrib- 
uted to the army. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: bee JNO. POPE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., October 23, 1863. 
Capt. T. H. HARRIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Srr: Lhave the honor to report that, on the 13th instant, the S. B. Prog- 
ress arrived here with E. HK. Clark, W. M. King, and J. W. Marshall, 
with custom-house permits to land at Friar’s Point and Island No. 63a 
large amount of goods, say from $5,000 to $10,000, and that the parties 
had also General Hurlbut’s permit to load at-Friar’s Point 400 bales of 
cotton; and the papers indicated the obtaining 400 more at points below. 
Mr. J. H. Terrill, of Paducah, Ky., was of the party, and evidently in- 
terested in the cotton. I communicated to you the circumstances under 
which I permitted them to land at Friar’s Point, where they took on 
board 407 bales of cotton. 

On the 17th instant, the Progress went below, under the convoy of 
the gunboat Queen City, Captain Brown. 

On the 19th, Captain Brown wrote me he was ordered to the mouth 
of White River, and would Ieave the Progress to come back. 

The Progress reported here to-day, and KH. E. Clark and others ex- 
hibited me bills of lading dated Friar’s Point, October 22, as follows; to 
ship to Memphis: 


Bales 

Shipped by. J. Wer Maraballe eric atid ioe. Sosa eres ea ate Some ee cots ana em 300 
Shippedsby: Me Hi Clarie. (o2k csess\scees ape Namealcee eens oe ae CIO Een ene eae 301 
Shipped by. W.. Moin. sess. Oe ee Beta me tey ara Mem suNay Uh Sy EN gS RRO AC 54 
OLA Rss Sasa ce cease ceeels Seis leidie SG wieed mises weianway eect CE aioe © ane neat eee 655 


I asked all the parties if they had landed at Friar’s Point on return- 
ing, and the answer was ‘‘no.” I was left to infer it was got below, as 
permitted, under the protection of the gunboat. 

The Progress was delayed here to get wood, While writing you this 
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dispatch, it occurred to me to inquire what has the Progress been doing 
from the 19th to the 23d—four days? She has been but 30 miles be- 
low this place. I again sent for the captain, J. H. Young, and learn 
that the boat has been anchored 123 yards from Friar’s Point for three 
days; that they floated into the river and took on board at that place, 
on the 21st and 22d, 130 bales of cotton, and that the whole amount 
taken at that place was 537 bales, and at Island No. 63, 118 bales; 
total, 655 bales. 

Iam also informed by G. H. Norfleet that Clark, Terrill, Marshall, 
and company were ashore, and that Captain McMahan, the rebel con- 
scripting ofiicer of that county, was there at the same time. 

Herewith I inclose you Col. M. Montgomery’s report, by which you 
will see that 46 persons were the original owners of 225 bales, which 
were stored all over the village, and taken when he was there. 

It appears to me that all the parties have been engaged in speculating 
in cotton below Helena, and violating General Grant’s Orders, No. 57; 
and thatif they had not, directly or indirectly, an understanding with the 
enemy, the boat would have been burned, as was the Mist on the 21st. 

The guerrillas were seen in force above Friar’s Point yesterday. ~ 

As the boat and cargo will be in Memphis when this paper reaches you, 
the matter will be in General Hurlbut’s hands. Isend you also the re- 
port of Capt. H. N. Payne, who commanded the fatigue party, and who 
is an intelligent officer. ‘ 

I am, captain, your obedient servant, 
N. B. BUFORD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., October 23, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis : 
’ I have another consignment of 22 guerrillas of desperate [character], 
from Oregon County. Deserters from Price’s army are thronging to my 
lines. I am at a loss what to do with the increasing multitude. Bates- 
ville is undoubtedly occupied by troops from General Steele’s command. 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Iuka, Miss., October 24, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, 
Commanding Little Rock : 

DEAR GENERAL: I have this moment a letter from General Grant, 
at Louisville, en route to Chattanooga, giving me many orders and in- 
structions, among which is the following: 

Communicate with General Steele, and urge the necessity of his sending you [me] 
the division of Kimball, of the Sixteenth Army Corps. The fact is, an immense con- 
centration of the enemy in front of Chattanooga forces the Government to counteract 
the danger by abandoning all minor matters and stripping all points not absolutely 
necessary to cover this great center of the war. 

1 know my mere enunciation of the proposition in General Grant’s 
language, which I have quoted above, is 4s strong as I can put the case. 
I am utterly ignorant of the state of facts, and of the condition of things 
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ith you, and therefore make the request that you send Kimball’s 
vision to Memphis by land, using the railroad to Devall’s Bluff as 
ixiliary, so that these troops may reach the river at as early a day as 
racticable, for I may be compelled to strip this country too much on 
.e faith that this division is to rejoin its proper corps. 

Ihave watched your progress with great interest, and really con- 
ratulate you on the marked success. I have no doubt you have made 
ore progress in Arkansas toward a reconstruction of Government than 
e have in any part of the country east of the Mississippi. General 
lair is with me, but at this moment is toward Tuscumbia. 


As ever, your friend, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, ° 
Little Rock, Ark., October 24, 1863. 


[aj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn.: 


GENERAL: It is not practicable to send True’s brigade to you at énce, _ 
3; one regiment, the Fiftieth Indiana, is stationed at Lewisburg, about 
)miles up the Arkansas. Thisis at present an important station, being 
n one of the principal routes that lead through the mountain passes, 
nd at one of the best fords on the river. There are many loyal people 
1) that part of the State, and they are now raising a regiment, which 
rey could not do without protection. General Schofield has sent me a 
»py of a letter from the General-in-Chief, showing that he regards this 
ommand as belonging to the Department of the Missouri, and indicat- 
1g a disposition of troops which could not be made with a less force 
1an that which I have now. You responded so promptly to my requi- 
tions that it will afford me great pleasure to comply with any request 
1at you may make, but under existing instructions it is my opinion 
1at I would not be justifiable in sending troops to you without au- 
10rity from General Schofield or the Commander-in-Chief. This is a 
rate of affairs which I never desired, but to which I must submit. I 
ope you will submit this matter to General Halleck or to Grant, and 
rite me as soon as you get an answer. 

Schofield writes to me in regard to occupying and fortifying a line of 
osts, and both he and Halleck speak of my driving the enemy beyond 
ed River, &c. My cavalry has been kept busy breaking up rebél re- 
ruiting stations and pursuing marauding bands of Marmaduke’s men 
nd guerrillas. 

Some of our expeditions have been very successful. One under Colo: 
el [John F’.] Ritter drove Marmaduke to within a few miles of Arka- 
elphia; one under Colonel Clayton surprised [A. S.] Dobbin at Tulip, 
nd captured all his camp and garrison equipage and transportation, 
od took a number of prisoners and horses. This affair created great 
onsternation at Arkadelphia. Price had fallen back to Little Missouri, 
ut Holmes was there, and ordered guns to be spiked, and kept Marma- 
uke’s cavalry in line of battle for twenty-four hours. I intended mak- 
ig a demonstration on Arkadelphia with all the cavalry that could be 
oared for the purpose, and sending a regiment of infantry to occupy 
enton in the mean time. This expedition has been deferred until the 
orses could be shod, as the country to be passed over is very rocky. 

General Schofield wishes me to send cavalry to intercept Shelby on 
is retreat south. The best way to do that, perhaps, will be to drive 
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Marmaduke away from Arkadelphia and then turn to meet Shelby, as 


he will undoubtedly endeavor to join the former. It is impossible to 
divine where he will cross the Arkansas, and if an attempt should be 


_ made to intercept him on the river, he would most probably escape. 


=i 


True’s brigade has constructed excellent huts for winter quarters, and 
so have most of my troops. 
Very respectfully, general,. your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harrisonville Station, Mo., October 24, 1863. 
Lieut. H. HANNAHS, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of the Border : 

LIEUTENANT: Yesterday morning while our messengers were return- 
ing from Pleasant Hill with the mail they were fired on’ by a party of 
bushwhackers. One of them was taken prisoner; the other escaped with 
the mail and got to station at 10 a.m. About 4 p. m. the one who was 
taken prisoner also came in, bringing a note from Lieutenant Weding- . 
ton, of bushwhacking notoriety, Thenote I send you just as I received 
it. About 8 p. m. last night two men of Company M, Sixth Kansas Vol- 
unteers, came in and reported that they were taken prisoners by Wed- 
ington’s band on the 20th. They are the men referred to in the note. 
They were permitted to bring their horses in with them; their great- 
coats, boots, arms, and money were taken from them. Two of Weding- 
ton’s men escorted them to within 2 miles of this station, and then sent 
them in. 

Very respectfully, 
. W. DOUDNA, 
Major, Commanding Station. 


[Inclosure.] 


NEAR HARRISONVILLE, October 20, 1863. 
Colonel CLARK, 
Commanding Ninth Kansas : 

Sir: I this morning have captured two of your soldiers, and, in ac- 
cordance with the custom heretofore, they would be executed, but I 
release them from two considerations: One is that they are boys, and 
again, whereas Colonel Quantrill, commanding the Confederate guerril- 
las, is absent, the command is given to me during hisabsence. I heartily 
regret the inhuman treatment of prisoners here on the border; but I, by 
this act, propose carrying it on in entirely a different way. I have re- 
leased your men, and am willing to do it hereafter. Now, let us con- 
duct the war in a way in which we will not be ashamed of in after years., 

Yours, &c., ; 
WEDINGTON, 
Lieutenant, Confederate Guerrillas. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MissourRI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., October 24, 1863. 
Col. J. B. RoGERs, Cape Girardeau : 
Iam quite satisfied that many of the horses stolen in Southeastern 
Missouri find their way into Illinois at Chester, Can you, by any means, 
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determine that fact for me? We shot five of those unselfish and pa- 
triotic gentlemen who go about caring for other people’s property last 
week. I wish you could get ten of them. 
FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., October 24, 1863. 


Col, J. B. ROGERS, Cape Girardeau : 


You will, on Tuesday morning next, 27th instant, move 300 well- 
appointed troops, under discreet and energetic officers, with light rations 
for twenty days, and dispose of them as follows: Seventy-five of them 
will make their headquarters at. Poplar Bluff, 100 at Doniphan, and 50 
will go flying into Dunklin County. The remaining 75 will be a moving 
scouting force, with headquarters at Doniphan. I want to hold an elec- 
tion in every county in my district, if possible, and General Orders, No. 
120, must be rigidly enforced. Hach of your detachments can be bearer 
of tickets for all parties. Will there be any need of a little force in 
Bollinger County? Your troops are to kill every rascal they find bush- 
whacking or jayhawking, and at the same time encourage every man 
who will ‘‘ turn with hearty repentance and true faith” to Father Abra- 
ham. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


—— 


PATTERSON, Mo., October 24, 1863. 
General FIsk : 


My scouts are in. I will be after Tucker in the morning if you do 
not want him. I thought I would kill all jayhawkers, and Tucker is one 
of the very worst. My notion was to leave him. If you want the man, 
I will bring him up, if I can get him; if not, I will leave him. I hear 
that Reves’ men are very much scattered, and he cannot get them to- 
gether. Now would be a fine time to be after him. The leaves are 
gone, and they will have to find their holes. One hundred men would . 
do the work. They should have no incumbrance whatever. 

W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRIOL OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, ~ 
Pilot Knob, Mo., October 24, 1863. 
Capt. W. T. LEEPER, Patterson: 


If you are sure that Tucker is a jayhawker, this would be a poor place 
forhim. I want him to tell where Mrs. Byrne’s horse is; also the mules 
he stole from Copeland. If he tries to escape he ought to be shot. I 
don’t wanthim. You will move early in the coming week. Have every- 
thing on a war footing. I shall hold elections in every county in the 
district, if possible, 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General, 


t 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, © 
Saint Louis, October 25, 1863. 
The PRESIDENT, Washington, D. C.: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I take the liberty of sending you a letter which I 
have this day received from Hon. Willard P. Hall, Lieutenant-Governor 
of Missouri. It may be of interest to you as showing the good effect 
of the stringent measures which I felt compelled to adopt in some por- 
tions of Missouri, and of the firm support you have given me. The im- 
mediate effect, as might have been expected, was a terrible storm, but 
it has passed away, I hope never to return. The State is now in far 
better condition than it has been at any time during the war. 

I have issued an election order, in compliance with your instructions, 
with which all parties express themselves satisfied. It seems I have at 
last succeeded in doing one thing which nobody can find fault with. 

Shelby’s raid has terminated with a loss of about one-half of the men 
with which he entered the State, and he received no recruits, except the 
robbers under Quantrill and Jackman. These left the State with him. 
This fact is gratifying as showing that the rebel power in Missouri is 
completely broken. Whatever may be the secret feelings of the former 
secessionists of Missouri, their influence now, so far as it is exerted at 
all, is for peace and submission to the national authority. All that is 
now necessary to secure peace to Missouri, with the possible exception 
of occasional raids from Arkansas, is union among the loyal people. I 
shall spare no efforts to reconcile their differences as far as possible, or 
to at least restrain their quarrel within peaceable limits. The additional 
strength your support has given me will enable me to do this far better 
than before. My radical friends now exhibit some disposition to stop 
their war upon me, and I shall’not certainly give them any good reason 
for continuing it. The honest enthusiasts on the subject of liberty, 
who compose fhe respectable portion of this party, are already well 
disgusted with their lawless brethren, who have brought such odium 
upon them, and now begin to realize the necessity of sustaining me in 
enforcing the laws. 

Whatever may be the result of the pending election, I believe the 
most serious danger is already past. I shall not fail to exercise great 
forbearance in enforcing restrictions upon speech and press. I have 
enforced my order in only one case, and that so clear that the offender 
freely confessed and asked pardon on any terms. It will not, probably, 
be necessary for me to exercise any control over their press hereafter. — 

Your accurate application of the real difficulty here, and the strong 
and generous manner in which you have sustained me, will do more 
good in Missouri than to have doubled the troops under my command. 
This I hope soon to show you by sending additional forces to the front. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
{Inclosure. } 


Saint JOSEPH, MO., October 21, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo,: 


GENERAL: It is with very great pleasure that I can inform you of 
the satisfactory condition of things in this section of Missouri. There 
is more security for men and property in Northwestern Missouri than 
there has been since the rebellion began. There is not a spark of rebel- 
lious feeling left here, and all citizens seem to be, and I believe are, 
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ready to discharge all the duties of loyal men. The people are truly 
grateful to you for your efforts to protect them, and you may rest 
assured will never fail you in any emergency. 


Bata ae WILLARD P. HALL 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 

Pilot Knob, Mo., October 25, 1863. 
Capt. W. T. LEEPER, Patterson: 

I am surprised to learn that your horses are not shod. You ought 
not to go one day unprepared for duty. 

On Tuesday evening, the 27th instant, 150 well-appointed troops will 
arrive at Greenville from Cape Girardeau. They will march ‘for Doni. 
phan on Wednesday morning, at which point they will make their head- 
quarters until after election. You will join them with all the men you 
can spare from post duty, and, during their stay in that region, give 
old Tim. and his rascally gang such a hunt and extermination as they 
mever yet had. 

You will sammon the wives of all the bushwhackers you can reach to 
come to Doniphan, and give them plainly to understand that either 
their husbands must come in and surrender themselves voluntarily and 
stop their villainous conduct, or their houses, stock, &c., will be given te 
the flames, and the families all sent down the Mississippi River, to be im- 
prisoned at Napoleon, Ark.; and Iwill carry out this order as certain as 
jayhawking and murdering is not immediately ended. Be firm, but dis. 
creet. I shall have a force at Poplar Bluff at the same time, and Major 
Wilson will remain at Alton until after elections are held. I shall 
look for some good work in the lower counties duting the next twenty 
days. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General. | 


MEMPHIS, TENN., October 26, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : 
Brigadier-General [D.] McRae, ©. S. Army, has his headquarters at 
Jacksonport, and is conscripting strongly. From that point and Har. 
risonburg they will soon be upon the river. 
: S. A. HURLBOUT, 
Major-General. 


LEBANON, Mo., October 26, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 

GENERAL: On the 20th of October I marched from Lebanon with ¢ 
detachment of the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, two mountain howitzers 
and three companies of the Kighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, ix 
pursuit of a band of rebels that burned Buffalo, and fled south vie 
Huntsville. I followed them 75 miles in two days, and, deeming farthe: 
pursuit useless, I returned to this post, ordering the Eleventh Missour 
Cavalry to Rolla from Huntsville on the 23d, and one company of th« 
Kighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry to Warden’s Station, 18 miles wes 
of Lebanon. I sent Captain [Henry D.] Moore south, through Dunklit 
‘County, with 100 men, in pursuit of them, scattering rebels, and returnec 
to Lebanon with one company of the Eighth Missouri State Militia anc 
the two howitzers, arriving at this post on the evening of the 24tl 
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instant. <All troops sent into this district from the Rolla district 
been ordered back. The rebels burned the court-houses at B 
and Huntsville, and robbed all Union men on their route of hom 
everything portable in their houses. They killed 2 men in W 
_ County. They were too far gone before I could obtain force enou 
follow them. They were under command of Major [Lee] Crandal 
were variously estimated by citizens on their route at from 400 to 
be J. J. GRAVELY, 
Colonel Highth Missouri State Militia Cava 


OAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., October 26, 1 
General Fisk, Commanding : 

Imagine the worst you can about the Chester traitors, and yo 
fall far short of the truth. We have written to Saint Louis ofte1 
still the shipment of contraband and other wrongs exist. The? 
powder by the keg into Missouri, and unlimited quantities of sal 
whisky. I cannot reach them, as it is out of my district, and 
worked nearly to death to keep things right here and below. No 
everything, from stealing a chicken to murder, comes to me. I 
given seeurity to property here, and will not spare any effort to e: 
the influence. I think the Chester rascals ought to be attended tc 
Saint Louis or Cairo. My means and power are too limited. 

J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel, Command 


HREDERICKTOWN, Mo., October 26, 18 
Brigadier-General Fisk: 
My scouts just in from;below. Captain Leeper had started the 
from about Hog-Bye, from whence,they made for the swamp. My 
pursued and found they had divided, six with Hildebrandt and. 
with neighbors, but could not get up in time, to head them off. 
ciihe 4. salen eats. hae ese anaes 
Captain, Command: 
SPECIAL ORDERS, } HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISsQURI, 
No. 293. Saint Louis, October 26, 1& 
* * * * * 5 * 
VI. The Eighth Provisional Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia 
at Camp Glover, near Rolla, Mo., will return, as soon as practicak 
Pilot Knob, Mo., preparatory to being discharged from active serv 
* * * * % * * 
By command of Major-General Schofield : 
} OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant- Gene 


WASHINGTON, October 27, 1 
“Maj. 'Gen. JOHN POPE: 
- Send Wisconsin battery.of heavy artillery to Chattanooga, to 1 
to Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas. rishi 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Cl 
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PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL.]| EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, October 28, 1863. 
General JoHN M, SCHOFIELD: 

There have recently reached the War Department, and thence been 
laid before me, from Missouri, three communications, all similar in im- 
port and identical in object. One of them addressed: to nobody, and 
without place or date, but having the signature of (apparently) the 
writer, is a letter of eight closely written foolscap pages. The other 
two are written by a different person, at Saint Joseph, Mo., and of the 
dates, respectively, October 12 and 13, 1863, and each inclosing a large 
number of affidavits. The general statements of the whole are that 
the Federal and State authorities are arming the disloyal and disarming 
the loyal, and that the latter will all be killed or driven out of the State 
unless there shall be a change. In particular, no loyal man who has 
been disarmed is named, but the affidavits show by name 42 persons as 
disloyal who have been armed. They are as follows: * 

A majority of these are shown to have been in the rebel service. Ibe- 
lieve it could be shown that the Government here has deliberately armed 
more than ten times as many captured at Gettysburg, to say nothing of 
similar operations in East Tennessee. These papers contain altogether 
thirty-one manuscript pages, and one newspaper in extenso, and yet I 
do not find it anywhere charged in them that any loyal man has been 
harmed by reason of being disarmed, or that any disloyal one has 
harmed anybody by reason of being armed by the Federal or State Gov- 
ernment. Of course, I have not had time to carefully examine all; but 
I have had most of them examined and briefed by others, and the result 
is as stated. The remarkable fact that the actual evil is yet only an- 
ticipated—inferred—induces me to suppose I understand the case; but I 
do not state my impression, because I might be mistaken, and because 
your duty and mine is plain in any event, The locality of nearly all 
this seems to be Saint Joseph and Buchanan County. I wish you to 
give special attention to this region, particularly on election day. Pre- 
vent violencé from whatever quarter, and see that the soldiers them- 
selves do no wrong. 

Yours, truly, 
A. LINCOLN. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 

: Little Rock, Ark., October 28, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn. : 

GENERAL: Your letter dated 21st instantt is just received. I have 
not found any one yet who can decipher the dispatch from Schofield, 
but you intimate the purport of it. To have True’s brigade taken from 
me before the Arkansas troops can be organized will not only cripple 
my operations, but in all probability place me on the defensive, and 
compel me to concentrate my forces. It has frequently been reported to 
me that the rebels contemplated an attack upon this place. On the 
24th instant (Sunday), Marmaduke attacked the post of Pine Bluff with 
about 2,000 men, and bombarded the town about four hours. He was, 
however, repulsed with considerable loss, having burned part of the city 
and destroyed considerable public and private property. The place was 
defended by the Fifth Kansas and First Indiana Cavalry, not over 700 


“Names omitted from copy received at War Records Publication Office. +See p. 670. 
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men in all, under Colonel Clayton, Fifth Kansas. All my available 
cavalry are now in pursuit of Marmaduke, who, it is supposed, is falling 

‘back toward Arkadelphia. ~ Two brigades of infantry and two batteries 
are marching on that place direct from here, and are at Rockport to- 
night. 

The reports in regard to Price are conflicting, but his headquarters 
are probably at Magnolia. My troops have orders to break up the post 
of Arkadelphia, if anything remains there. I have been told by Union 
men that Cabell’s command and part of [J. G.] Walker’s division, from 
Shreveport, were with Marmaduke, and that a detachment was sent 
across the Arkansas for the purpose of destroying our depot at Devall’s 
Bluff. Frecautions have been taken to prevent anything of the kind, 
suspicion having been aroused by preparations at Des Are, Batesville, 
and on the opposite side of White River from Devall’s Bluff. If I could 
be let alone here for a few weeks, I think Arkansas could be reclaimed ; 
but if the troops begin to leave, people will imagine that the country is 
to be abandoned again, and they will have no confidence in our prom- 
ises of protection. I will write vou again by the first mail. One of my 
staff officers will go to Memphis on business connected with the Ar- 
kansas troops. He can give you any information in regard to the posi- 
tion of things which you may desire. I hope that the requisitions for 
arms and ammunition for the Arkansas troops can be filled at Memphis. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., October 28, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 

Captain Laurant, assistant adjutant-general, has arrived. He left 
Huntsville on Saturday last. He reports that Brooks’ and Shelby’s forces 
had made a junction, and had together about 3,000 men. General Mc- 
Neil was in Huntsville with 900 effective men and four pieces of artillery, 
and was advancing on the enemy daily, and the enemy was constantly 
falling back. It was General McNeil’s intention, when the captain left, 
to drive the enemy across the Arkansas River, and cross himself, and 
pursue beyond. A large portion of my command is south of here, with 
General McNeil, and will remain until he closes his campaign or pursuit. 

. Then I will establish a garrison at Cross Hollows and Elkhorn, and try 
to get the troops as well in hand as possible. It is reported that Gen- 
eral Ewing has returned to Kansas City. I hear of but few guerrillas, 

-and a very little disturbance in the district. Fayetteville is the farthest 
point south that I shall garrison at present, unless otherwise ordered 
by you. This point should be held strongly. 

I am in great need of some infantry for duty at posts, but can do 
better when the Eighteenth Iowa returns from the field to Fayetteville. 

; JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Scott, Kans., October 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD: 
GENERAL: I am in receipt of General Orders, No. 118, Department 
of the Missouri, October 19 (received on the 24th), and am somewhat in 
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doubt in comprehending whether it was contemplated in making thé 
order that I should be relieved here or at Fort Smith, although the 
literal reading of the order makes it imperative that I should be ret 
lieved at the latter place. I would have much preferred that Genera 
MeNeil should have come this way and obviated the necessity, on my) . 
ipart, of making a journey of 400 miles at this season, and under ent 
‘barrassing circumstances. Whatever may have been contemplated bp 
‘the order, the condition of ‘affairs in the district will not justify me in 
‘abandoning the command until I am properly relieved. | 

Late intelligence from the Arkansas River reports that the comman# 
‘at Fort Gibson is threatened by a superior force of the enemy, concer 
itrated on the North Fork of the Canadian. I am importuned by th! 
‘officer now in command at Fort Gibson to reach there with re-enforce} 
iments with as little delay as possible. I Jeave here to-day with abou 
11,200 troops and 300 wagons, loaded with subsistence and quartermasq 
tter’s stores, for Fort Gibson and Fort Smith; and were I to do otherwise 
‘until I know something of the whereabouts of General McNeil, I couli 
mot shun the responsibility that would attach from any disaster th 
imight oceur before I meet General McNeil and turn the command oy: 
‘to him. ste 

When I am properly relieved, I shall proceed, without delay, 1 
Leavenworth City, and report by letter. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 
Major-General. | 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 
; Little Rock, Ark., October 28, 1863. ( 
“Maj! Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
‘Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis : 
‘GENERAL: Your dispatch in cipher is just received. I have not yy 
found any one who could decipher it, but General Hurlbut informs rf 
tbhat' the purport of it is that I am te send him such troops as I cuit 
: spare. 
At present I can spare none. The rebels are endeavoring to press ri 
at all points. On the 25th instant Marmaduke attacked the post fi: 
Pine Bluff with about 2,000 men, and bombarded the town for foie 
hours, destroying considerable public and private property. He wil 
finally repulsed, with a loss of 130. Our loss was 11 killed and |f- 
wounded. The place was defended by the First Indiana and Fifi? 
Kansas Cavalry, under Colonel [P.] Glayton, Fifth Kansas Cavalry 
All my disposable cavalry is pursuing Marmaduke toward Arkadelphiig 
_'Two brigades of infantry and two six-gun batteries, under General|ifl 
_&\. Rice, are marching directly on Arkadelphia, and were to be at Roof 
yportto-night. Itisreported that part of Marmaduke’s command crossi# 
‘the: Arkansas below Pine Bluff, to co-operate with four companies frag 
‘the other side of White River, 400 from Independence County, and} 
company from Des Are, in an attack upon our depot at Devall’s Blii — 
Arrangements have been made to repel any such attack, and to brei@ 
up the post of Arkadelphia, if anything remains there. If allowed|} 
retain al! the troops at present under my command until the Arkan|## 
> regiments can be organized and armed, I have a fair prospect of bed 
able to reclaim this State in a few months, but if I am to be eripp 


= y 
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before the people* Are sure of a permanent success, there is no pro 
bility of their joining our standard in any considerable numbers. 
send Captain [Abraham H.] Ryan to Saint Louis on business for | 
Arkansas troops. He will be able to give you information in regard 
matters here. ; 
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major- Genera 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., October 29, 1863 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to communicate that the letters calli 
your attention to the disturbed state of affairs in Saint Francois a 
Washington Counties, one written by John Evans and the other by 
honor Samuel L. Breckenridge, and referred to me from departme 
headquarters, have received due consideration. I trust that neither 
those gentlemen is under the impression that I was not well advised 
the unhappy state of affairs in many portions of Southeastern Missot 
/I have been after the Hildebrandts unceasingly; have killed one 
vthem and four others of the same gang. I have not force enough 
-garrison all the points named in their requests. Washington Cour 
- iis not all in my district. I would again recommend that all the t 
sritery between this and Saint Louis be put into this district. 

There is much of iniquity in Saint Genevieve County that ought 
ibe corrected, but I have no jurisdiction over that locality. Saint Ge 
wieve is doing a large contraband trade with my swamp devils. 
would be glad to see some one take hold of that matter with vigor, a 
‘stop it. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedi 


servant 
‘ CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 30, 1863 


“Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Lowis, Mo. : 


Any troops you can spare will be sent to General Sherman, at Ea 
yport or Florence, on the Tennessee River. 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., October 30, 1863. 
‘COL. J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

‘CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following question in re 
‘tion to the position of the invalid corps in this military departme 
It has been, and is still, necessary to keep some troops in this depa 
ument, both to furnish military aid to the enrolling and drafting office 
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and to guard depots of supplies and provisions. In several instances 
detachments of the invalid corps, and officers with small parties re- 
cruiting for that corps, have been stationed, by orders from the provost- » 
marshal-general, at military posts occupied by troops on duty in this 
department. 

The question is, how far such detachments are under the control of 
the military commanders of those posts. They should undoubtedly 
be subject to the general police and post regulations; otherwise it will 
occasion great confusion and difficulty. Officers and soldiers of the in- 
valid corps, unless subject to the general authority of the post com- 
mander, can go in and out of the post at all hours of the day and night, 
can omit or decline to police their quarters, or submit to any needful reg- 
ulations for the good order of the post. It is unnecessary to point out 
to the General-in-Chief the confusion and disorder which must neces- 
sarily arise from any such point or complicated jurisdiction. 

This state of things is especially troublesome at Fort Snelling, in Min- 
nesota, and Camp McClellan, at Davenport, Iowa. The first is a depot 
of supplies for posts in Minnesota, and is commanded by a colonel of 
Minnesota volunteers. It is also the station for troops who furnish the 
necessary protection for officers of the provost-marshal’s department. 
Camp McClellan is a military post in the military district of lowa, at 
which are confined, under guard, 300 Sioux warriors, captured last 
autumn. Neither of these two posts can be spared from the necessities 
of this department. 

I have the honor, therefore, to ask a decision on this subject, and to 
recommend, whenever it is found necessary to station detachments of 
- the invalid corps at posts garrisoned by the military forces of this de- 
partment, such detachments for necessary purposes of police, &c., shall 
be subject to the general authority of the post commander, and to the 
necessary regulations made by him for the good order and military 
police of the post, the post commander being limited in his authority 
to this purpose, and prohibited from exercising any sort of control over 
officers and soldiers of the invalid corps in the discharge of the special 
duties assigned them. 

Lassume, without any knowledge of the subject or any official instruc- 
tions in the matter, that the invalid corps is commanded by the officers 
of the provost-marshal’s department. I do not desire to exercise any 
authority over them further than the necessary control expressed in 
this letter, when detachments of them are sent to military posts occu- 
pied by troops on duty in this department. 

I have the honor to ask a decision of the question at the earliest con- 
neuen of the General-in-Chief, as some trouble already exists on the 
subject. 

I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS, 
Tittle Rock, October 31, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps: 


GENERAL: I learn, by telegram from Benton this evening, that our 
cavalry have been at Arkadelphia, and captured some prisoners and 8 
wagons. Marmaduke retreated by way of Camden. Union men report - 
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that all the machinery, &c., has been removed from Arkadelphia to 
Marshall, Tex. ‘Recruiting is going on quite briskly. A company 
(94 strong) came in to-day from Perry County. 

We hear nothing from Banks yet. 

There was a Union meeting here to-day. Some of f the most prominent 
citizens have committed themselves to our cause. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major- General. 


Fort SmitH, ARK., October 31, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


I have the honor to announce my arrival here lastnight. Seven com- 
panies of the Highteenth Iowa Infantry and a section of Rabb’s battery 
will arrive to-day. I sent Catherwood, with 500 cavalry, back from | 
Ozark, via Fayetteville. I will assume command to-day, and proceed 
to make a more effective disposition of the force in this district by con- 
centration. I will advise you, at an early date, of the effective strength 
of this force. I am satisfied it falls far short of the returns. We need 
a mustering officer and a strict and able inspector at once. 

Fisher and Fuiler, mail contractors, at Springfield, desire to establish 
a mail line from Springfield. Will you bring the ‘subject before the 
Post-Office Department ? 

Cooper, with 5,000 men and sixteen guns, is reported advancing, and 
within 20 miles. I will take care of him; if he is not in a hurry, I will 
attack first. I think it is a feint to get Brooks’ and other small com- 
mands across the river. Catherwood has instructions to attend to 
Brooks, and a detachment of the Third Wisconsin are also in pursuit 
of him. 

Although we did not Cores Shelby, we kept him from extended 
pillage, punishing him severely, and drove him across the river at a 
point near Clarksville. We took about 75 prisoners, killed 20 or 30 of 
his men, including 1 captain, and captured a number of horses. 

We have to mourn the death of Lieutenant [James G.] Robertson, of 
the First Arkansas Cavalry, who fell, mortally wounded, on the 26th, 
while bravely leading a charge against the rear guard of the enemy on 
Little Piney Creek. No further loss was sustained on our side. 

I desire to express my thanks for the hearty and zealous co-operation 
of the officers and men of my command, and for the cheerfulness with 
which they endured the toils and privations of a long and arduous 


march. 
JOHN McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., October 31, 1863. 
General Fisk, Commanding : 
The district provost-marshal of the Thirteenth District of Ulinois 
wants 25 men at once. The Copperheads are rioting and burning 
property over there. I will send them if you approve of doing so. 


Answer immediately. 
J. B, ROGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
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* Artillery included in division returns. 
t Not ineluded in department return for October. 
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Samnt Lours, Mo., November 1, 1863. * 
_ Brigadier-General GUITAR, ‘ 
Macon City, Mo.: ; 

I wish you to give special attention to Buchanan County and other 
portions of Northwestern Missouri on the day of the election. If possi- 
ble, let there be no semblance even of interference or intimidation by 
the militia, and at all hazards prevent violence from whatever quarter. 
This is important everywhere, but especially so in that part of the State, 
It is all-important to have a perfectly free and quiet election in that part 
of the State. This is my reason for calling your special attention to it, 
and not because I have more reason to apprehend disturbance there 


than elsewhere. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, November 1, 1863. 


JAMES L. THomas, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


In reply to your letter of October 30,* I will state that in some impor- 
tant particulars you entirely misapprehend my remarks made during our 
conversation on the 29th. I spoke of the lawless acts committed in 
some portions of Missouri by men claiming to be radicals, and acting 
in the name of radicalism, and asserted that the leading men and papers 
of the party had failed to do their duty by disowning and frowning 
down this lawlessness; that in this course they had been guilty of 
great folly, and had brought odium upon their party in Missouri and 
throughout the country; that they had injured rather than advanced 
the cause of emancipation. I made no remarks relative to the radical 
party nor to the radicals as a party or class of citizens. I spoke of 
those men and papers who, by tolerating and encouraging lawlessness 
in the name of radicalism, had done so much toward producing trouble 
in the State. It is, perhaps, natural that any honest man should feel 
as you propose, to disown a party in which abuses are tolerated, but I 
cannot see the propriety of so doing. Would it not be much wiser and 
more patriotic to endeavor to purify the party, to bring it back to the 
high principles upon which it was founded, and to rid it of the elements 
which have disgraced those principles? 

Our conversation on the 29th was regarded by me as confidential, and 
I still desire it to be so regarded by you, and also this letter. No pos- 
sible good can result from a public discussion by me of such matters. 
You are aware that as department commander I have nothing to do 
with parties nor with offenders as members of any party. I shall un- 
questionably, upon proper proof, punish all who have been, or may here- 
after be, guilty of the crimes you mention, without regard to the party 
they may belong to. But I do not propose to condemn any party or 
class of men because of the guilt of one or any number of its members. — 
When I find men acting wrongfully or unwisely, to the prejudice of the 
Union cause, f endeavor, within my proper sphere, to correct or restrain 
them by appropriate means, according to the circumstances. Whether 
my influence thus exerted insures the benefit of one party or another is 
a question which I cannot take into consideration. My dealings are with 
individuals, not with parties. Officially I know nothing of radicals or 
conservatives. The question with me is simply what individuals obey: 
the laws and what violate them ; who are for the Government and who 


* Not found. 
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against it. The measures of the President are my measures ; his orders 
my rule of action. Whether a particular party gains stren eth or loses 
it ‘by my action must depend upon the party and not upon me. 
Yours, truly, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, November 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, 
Commanding Army of Arkansas, Little Rock, Ark.: 


GENERAL: [ have received your letter of Gciober 19;* also the reports 
of subordinate commanders and your supplementary report of your 
operations in Arkansas. [I inclose a copy of a dispatcht which I sent 
you on the 18th of October, in compliance with orders from General 
Halleck. I presume you have not been able to send a large force to 
Memphis, but hope you have found it practicable to send a few regi- 
ments. Iam not definitely informed what operations are going on in 
Louisiana and Texas, but I presume nothing which will enable you to 
advance. Everything in the West seems now suspended upon the grand 
operations of the combined armies under General Grant. We will have 
to act on the defensive at least for the present. I did hope that you 
would be able to change your base to Red River as soon as that should 
be high enough for navigation. Possibly you may yet be able to do so 
some time this winter. ’ 

I am informed that Shelby, with a remnant of his force, has got back 
across the Arkansas, and that all the guerrillas, under Quantrill, Jack- 
man, and others, left Missouri with him. I expect no more trouble from 
them this winter. This will enable me to gradually diminish the force 
in Missouri, and send re-enforcements to you and McNeil, who relieves * 
General Blunt. The troops to be sent south are nearly all cavalry. I 
have very little infantry in Missouri and Kansas. 

The dispositions you have made, as stated in your letter of October 19, 
with the addition of some cavalry along the White River, to prevent the 
organization of guerrillas, will, I believe, be the best we can do until 
operations elsewhere will allow you toadvance. I am somewhat anxious 
about supplies for Fort Smith during the winter. The Upper Arkansas 
is perfectly dry for about 200 miles, and I fear the river will not rise so 
as to be navigable from Little Rock to Fort Smith before spring. It will 
hardly be possible to supply the troops at Fort Smith from Springfield 
or Fort Scott, on account of the want of forage on the route. Will it 
be practicable to haul supplies by wagons from Little Rock to Fort 
Smith? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 


KANsAs City, Mo., November 2, 1863. 
Major- Sener SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 
Just arrived via Fort Scott. Blunt has gone to Fort Smith with a 
large Government train, 200 wagons, loaded with contraband of war. 


*See Schofield to Halleck, November 9, p. 698. 
+See Schofield to Steele, October 18, p. 664. 
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He is partner. He openly defies you and the Government. Lane has 
encouraged him. The goods are to be sold to rebels. Allow me to sug- 
gest the stoppage of the train, and its search, via Cassville. ‘The report 
at Fort Scott is that a large amount of buried treasure is at Fort Smith 
and Van Buren. I make this statement upon my honor as an officer. I 
believe a treasonable design is on foot. If mistaken, no harm can result 
from an examination of the train. MeNeil should be warned, as I be- 
lieve there is a design to overawe him. 
WM. WEER, 


Oolonel Tenth Kansas Volunteers. 


—————— 


Saint Louis, November 2, 1863. 
Brigadier-General MCNEIL : 


It is officially reported to me that Major-General Blunt has started 
from Fort Scott for Fort Smith with a large train loaded with goods 
contraband of war, of which he is part owner; that he openly defies 
me and the Government. You will at once search the train, and ascer- 
tain the truth of this matter. If you find the report true, you will 
arrest General Blunt in my name, and send him to Saint Louis. If he 
refuses to obey the order of arrest, or refuses to turn over the command 
to you and return to Leavenworth, you will arrest him by force and send 
him to Saint Louis under guard.* 

You will seize all contraband goods and arrest all persons engaged 
in contraband trade. 

; J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


\ 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Smith, November 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JouN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri: 


GENERAL: I have this day assumed command of this district, by 
-virtue of your telegraphic order, received in the field, directing me to 
relieve General Blunt. I find the troops distributed as follows, by verbal 
report of Colonel Cloud, left in charge by General Blunt. As there is no 
record of returns here, the figures are of course somewhat conjectural : 

Fort Scott, Twelfth Kansas Infantry, 600 men; Fourteenth Kansas 
Cavalry, 900 men, and Second [Kansas] Colored, 800 men; total, 2,300 
men. Baxter Springs, part of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, number not 
known. Fort Gibson, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, 750 men; three Indian 
regiments, say 1,500 men, and Smith’s Second Kansas Battery, six guns; 
total, 2,250 men and six guns. Van Buren, Third Wisconsin Cavalry 
(not reported); Thirteenth Kansas Infantry, and Hopkins’ battery, say, 
in all, 1,000 men. ort Smith, First Arkansas Infantry, First Kansas 
Colored, Second Colorado, Second Kansas Cavalry; Rabb’s battery, 
seven companies, and Highteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 300 men; 
estimated at 2,800 men and six guns. 

Besides these, we have 750 infantry and cavalry recruits, with as many 
more cut off from us in the mountains. These are for the most part not 
uniformed, and unarmed, and, until they are so, will be a nuisance about 


* See McNeil to Schofield, December 1, p. 727. 
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the posts. This will show an aggregate of over 8,000 troops, but I fear 
that a strict inspection would not find half that number for duty, ex- 
clusiye of the Indians. 

I find Steele and Cooper directly in our front, and driving in our 
pickets within 12 miles of this post. Their force is variously estimated 
at from 4,000 to 6,000 combatants. They are moving over to occupy the 
country about Waldron, where there are abundant crops of wheat and 
corn. Iam compelled to drive them out, and must do it with infantry, 
as I have scarcely a squadron of cavalry to move from this place. The 
Second Kansas Cavalry are scattered on all duties, until there is\scarcely 
the shadow of a regiment at headquarters. 1 am told that the Third 
Wisconsin Cavalry, at Van Buren, can scarcely put 200 men in the field, 
and these are needed for collecting forage and subsistence for the post 
to which they are attached. I shall, however, order them here, and 
direct the use of infantry for that purpose. The subsistence of the troops 
in this district has been drawn entirely from the country since the day 
of occupation, and in order to keep the wheat and corn near us, for our 
own use, I am moving a strong party under Colonel Cloud, to-day, to 
drive off the enemy under Steele and Cooper. We have salt and sugar, 
but are entirely out of hard bread, coffee, candles, and soap. The service 
also requires all kinds of quartermaster’s and ordnance stores, includ- 
ing arms for the new regiments and ammunition for all arms. Many 
of the recruits of the old regiments are without clothing. I have im- 
mediate and urgent need of the following assistance, and hope it will be 
furnished me: An assistant quartermaster-general of district, an as- 
sistant commissary-general of district, an inspector and a mustering 
officer, and an engineer of fortifications and topography. I also hope 
that Captain Laurant may be at once relieved from the Southwestern 
District of Missouri, and directed to report to me. I know it is his 
wish, and regard his services as indispensable to the introduction of 
order here, where order is so much needed. 

In prospect of open communication with Little Rock, and to protect 
our bread supplies, I deem it important to at once seize and hold Wal- 
dron, about 40 miles south of this place. I have directed Colonel Cloud, 
when he has driven Steele and Cooper, to occupy that place. It will 
take much time and labor to put the troops—if they are all like those 
of this post—in a state for effective service; but it can be done with the 
proper help, and I shall work diligently to that end. These irregulari- 
ties are in no way chargeable to Colonel Cloud, who has acted in a 
most energetic manner, and with a strict regard to the public interest. 
He has taken grave responsibilities, but he was compelled to do so or 
allow public interests to suffer. His position has been really embar- 
rassing; with officers refusing to recognize either his rank or authority, 
he has been constantly trammeled in duty, and the wonder is that he 
has done so well. You, general, understand this matter, and if his 
status can be fixed beyond cavil, I shall regard it as a service due a. 
deserving officer. . 

I have tostate that, on leaving Southeastern Missouri, when wounded, 
last spring, I left my cipher in the hands of my acting assistant adju- 
tant-general, who claims to have handed it to another gentleman serv- 
ing with me; at any rate, I have neither cipher nor key. Will you 
cause each to be sent me? The officer in charge of raising the Second 
Arkansas Infantry reports 350 recruits at this post, and as many more 
at other points, some of which are in rear of theenemy, Colonel Cloud 
authorized Lieutenant-Colonel |. J.| Searle to raise a Third Arkansas 
Cavalry, and they have 400 recruits here, and more reported in the 
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mountains. I shall subsist these men as recruits, subject to disposi- 
tion by your orders. 

On Saturday I reviewed the First Arkansas Infantry Volunteers, 
First Colored Infantry Kansas Volunteers, and Rabb’s battery. The 
negro regiment is a triumph of drill and discipline, and reflects great 
honor on Colonel Williams, in command. Few volunteer regiments that 
I have seen make a better appearance. J regard them as first-rate infan- 
try. I shall order at once all of the Twelfth Kansas Cavalry [Infantry] 
that can be spared from Fort Scott, and if I find no substantial reason for 
the centinuance of the force at Baxter Springs, call them in. The force 
at Gibson I may be compelled to precipitate on the Choctaw Nation, 
who remain contumacious. I am sending them messengers, offering to 
treat with them if they will leave Cooper, and threatening to drive 
them from their country if they do not. They are terribly afraid of the | 
Pin Indians, and may succumb. If they do not, I shall keep my word 
with them, as the only mode of impressing these Indians with proper 
respect for the power of the Government. 

I shall start a semi-weekly mail for Fayetteville. 

Washington County, Arkansas, being in this district, as described ih 
orders, I have to ask that you will direct the troops stationed there to 
report tome. Arkansas, north of Boston Mountains, might be made a 
sub-district, to report either here or at Springfield. In case the First 
Arkansas Cavalry is not directed to report to me, I have to request that 
Capt. D. C. Hopkins, with his company, may be detached and directed 
to report to me as scouts. I have everywhere in this State found our 
information of the enemy’s movements defective, and military scouts 
the most reliable. Captain Hopkins and his company are peculiarly © 
fitted for this service. 

I have but the copy of your telegram ordering me to relieve Major- 
General Blunt; no other orders. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JOHN McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., November 2, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department, &e., Saint Louis : 


GENERAL: The dispatch of Colonel Weer to you of this date relates 
to a matter of which you will doubtless think I should have been in- 
formed, and, should advise you. 

Tam reliably informed that two hundred wagon-loads of sutlers’ stores 

-are being sent to Fort Smith with the train which left Fort Scott Tues- 
day last. Alexander McDonald, of Fort Scott, a well-known merchant 
and Government contractor there, sends the goods, and himself claims 
appointment as sutler at Fort Smith, from General Blunt. It seems to 
be admitted the appointment is not regular, but it is expected that 
General Blunt will make it regular when he gets there. There is said 
to be $100,000 worth of the goods. I heard nothing as to the char- 
acter of the goods, nor as to their being carried in Government wagons. 
It way be that all that Colonel Weer says on the subject is true, as I 


inade no special inquiry on the subject. It is, however, commonly un- _ 
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derstood that General Blunt is interested in the prospective profits, if 
not in the investment. This is doubtless so. 

I have been so crowded with delayed business since my return, that 
I have not been able to write you as to final disposition of the troops 
of my district for the winter; besides, I wished to see Colonel Weer 
before writing you, and he has just got in. I, however, recommend 
that the Sixth Kansas, which is in a bad condition at Fort Smith, as 
Colonel Du Bois has doubtless reported to you, be ordered to me, and 
the Fifteenth, which is now ready for the field, be ordered to relieve it 
at Fort Smith. The latter regiment should be kept together for drill 
and discipline. It has the best, but most outbreaking, material of the 
State. I cannot keep it together here. I ask to have the Sixth sent 
here, at the earnest solicitation of its field officers. 

lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS EWING, JR.,. 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.—I thank you for the extension of my district. Itis a public 
mark of approval, which gratifies and strengthens me. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., November 3, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis : 

General McNeil arrived at Fort Smith on the 31st instant [ultimo]. 
The cavalry he had has returned to Cassville. I have not learned where 
the infantry and artillery are. Theline between here is down. Brooks, 
with his force, is reported at Yellville, re-enforced by about $00 men, 
making about 1,600 in all, and contemplating an advance into this State 
by Marshfield, &c. I am sending out scouts in that direction, and will 
get his movements soon. Has the detachment of the Eleventh Missouri 
Cavalry, at Kansas City, left for this place; if so, when did it leave? 
I have appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Bishop chief of cavalry, and he 


will report by letter. 
[JOHN B. SANBORN, | 
Brigadier-General, Cemmanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, November 3, 1863, 
Brig. Gen. THomMAS EWING, Jr., 
Commanding District of the Border, Kansas Oity, Mo. : 


GENERAL: Now that the border counties of Missouri are free from 
guerrillas, and are likely to remain so during the winter at least, it 
appears to me that the loyal people of those counties might be permitted 
with safety to return to their homes. If they return now they will be 
able to gather their corn and some other crops, and make themselves 
comfortable for the winter. If this policy be adopted, I think the test 
of loyalty should be rather liberal than severe, the object being to 
permit those, and only those, to return who will hereafter be faithful 
to the Government. Under the reign of terror which has so long existed . 
on the border, active loyalty could not be expected. All who return 
should be enrolled, and their names registered at the nearest military 
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post. Those who are able to bear arms, of whatever age, should be 
organized into companies and armed. They should be required to give 
the most active and unqualified support to the Government. Nobody, 
especially in those counties, can now be permitted to occupy any neu- 
tral or equivocal position. Please inform me what you think of this 
proposition. If you decide to adopt it, the order would probably best 
come from you. If, however, for any reason you prefer that I issue it, 
I have no objection whatever to doing so. If you think it unwise to do 
this now, please give me your reasons fully. It will be a matter of no 
little difficulty to satisfy the people of Missouri, and I think also the 
authorities in Washington, that it ought not to be done this fall. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL Sones HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 39. Little Rock, November 3, 1863. 


Colonel Bussey, Third Iowa Cavalry, having reported at these head- 
quarters for duty, is hereby assigned to command First Division, Arm 
of Arkansas. 

By order of Major-General Steele : 

[GEORGE O. SOKALSKI, 
First Lieut. Second Cav., Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI, 
Jefferson City, November 4, 1863. 
Maj. OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


MaAJgor: When in the field I had the honor to receive a communication 
from the major-general commanding relative to wrongs committed by 
the soldiers of this command in Benton County, and the allegation that 
was made by reliable citizens that no attempt to correct them had been 
made by the military authorities.. In the condition of the district at 
that time and soon after, [ was unable to do more than indorse the action 
on the communication that had been taken and return it. I will now 
explain fully the situation of affairs in the country. The commanding 
general will please recollect the Cole Camp massacre in 1861 as the 
cause of the present outrages. The Unioa men who escaped from that 
horrid affair are now in our army or resident citizens of the county, 
and are the friends and relations of the murdered men and the 62 
children made orphans on that day. Many of the rebels who incited or 
engaged in the attack have remained in the country, or have since re-, 
turned and taken the oath. Prompted by feelings of revenge in the 
soldiers, and by the counselings of the citizens, who do not fail to use 
whisky if necessary to make soldiers more reckless, the most heartless 
murders have been committed. 

In August, the Seventh Missouri State Militia was moved into this 
district. Some members of this had been in the Cole Camp affair, and 
thus committed great wrongs upon the people. As soon as it was re- 
ported to me, 1 ordered the command changed, and sent Lieutenant- 
Colonel Switzler to Warsaw, to ascertain, if possible, who the guilty 
parties were. He spent several days in the fruitless effort, and, as re- 
ward for his services, he had valuable property destroyed by fire and. 
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his sister grossly insulted. In September, 6 furloughed soldiers, from 
the Highth Missouri State Militia, were at Cole Camp, and murdered 
3 citizens. Col. J. F. Philips and Major Houts visited the place, but 
were unable to obtain any reliable information as to who were the 
guilty parties. Since my return from the raid, I have had secret agents 
in that country in search of information, but with little better success. 
The people will not give information—one party unwilling and the 
other afraid todoso. A board of commissioned officers has been ordered 
to meet at Warsaw on the 9th instant, to examine formally the com- 
plaints of these and other outrages by troops and citizens. The parties 
who complain to the major-general commanding may be able to furnish 
the information required, and I hope they will do so to the board of 

officers. 
Iam, very truly, your obedient servant, 

iE. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI, 
Jefferson City, November 4, 1863. 
Col. T. L. CRAWFORD: 

COLONEL: On the 19th ultimo a party of soldiers and citizens were 
engaged in plundering in Miller County, at Hickory Hill, and other 
points in the vicinity. Among the citizens robbed and whose property 
was outraged was William Wilson. John McKenzie, James McKenzie, 
John Henley, John Henley, jr., Bird Bass, William Music, and a butcher 
(name not known) were said to be with them. The butcher returned, 
leaving the scout, reporting that these (the scout) were not after bush- 
whackers, but were “ after stealings.” The witnesses, so far as I can 
learn, are William Bond (old man), Miss Harriet Jenkins, Mrs. and 
- Miss Crisp. The last two recognized two men, Chick Wilson and John 
Pleasant McCubbin, in the party. These live near Tuscumbia. The 
scout is said to have been from Linn Creek. These will be proper sub- 
jects of inquiry for the board of officers, as there are reports that the 
soldiers in the party were from the First Nebraska Infantry Volunteers. 

I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 
EK. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier- General. 


Fort Smiru, ARK., November 4, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 

Colonel Cloud has just come in from pursuit of Cooper, and reports that 
he marched to attack the rebel army (4,000) under Steele and Cooper. 
Reached their camp and found it deserted, they having retreated the 
evening previous. He pursued, and captured a lieutenant and 7 men 
of Bankhead’s command; also a small train and drove of cattle ; also 
dispersed a guerrilla band off from the road. Found the rebel army 
gone toward Doaksville, giving out the report that they were going 
to Red River, making the last rebel army to leave this valley. This 
will enable us to garrison Dardanelle with the recruits of the Second 
Arkansas Infantry, and to move a regiment to Waldron. 

JOHN MoNEIL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 
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Saint Lovis, Mo., 
November 5, 1863—2 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


Will you please inform me whether the War Department will issue 
any orders or regulations relative to the recruiting of colored troops in 
the border States? If not, I propose to establish such regulations for 
Missouri.* 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenir., November 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, 
Commanding Arkansas Hapedition, Little Rock, Ark. : 


GENERAL: I am reduced to 6,000 infantry on the line of Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad. Two attacks have been made on the road; one 
has been handsomely repulsed; the other, at 3 this morning, burned a 
trestle, and how much more I do not know, at Saulsbury. If any por- 
tion of your infantry is coming, it is wanted now. I suppose you have 
received the orders to forward here all your disposable force. Since our 
troops have left, under Sherman, Mississippi is filling again with rebels. 

I have sent with Sherman across the Tennessee 10,000 of my best 
men. I have no hesitation in saying to you that, as things are, there 
is serious danger to our depot of supplies here at Memphis. 

Grant has ordered to Chattanooga Tuttle’s division, from Vicksburg, 
and McPherson thinks himself too weak to threaten Canton and Jack- 
son. This leaves their infantry (Loring’s division and State levies) in 
condition to be moved, and the proper place for them to attack is un- 
doubtedly Memphis. 

Everything is tending to Chattanooga, where there will be no battle. 
As soon as our forces are concentrated there, they will hold them in the 
gap with a small comparative force and swing off to the right and left. 

Your obedient servant, 


S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, pacha DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 130. Saint Louis, November 5, 1863. 


I, Col. William Myers, aide-de-camp and acting quartermaster, U. S. 
Army, is hereby announced as chief quartermaster of this department. 
During the absence of Brigadier-General Allen, U. S. Volunteers, and 
quartermaster, U.S. Army, from this department, Colonel Myers will 
have chief charge of the quartermaster’s business in Saint Louis. 

* * * * * *% * 

By command of Major-General Schofield : 

OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Further correspondence, orders, &c., on this subject will appear in Series III. — 
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GENERAL ee HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 40 Little Rock, Ark., November 6, 1863. 


The artillery of this command is hereby assigned as follows: 

First Division.—Twenty-fifth Ohio Battery, Lieut. BH. B. Hubbard 
commanding; Batteries K and M, Second Missouri Light Artillery, 
Lieut. C. W. Howard commanding. 

Second Division.—Battery A, Third Illinois Light Artillery, Lieut. E. 
B. Stillings commanding; Eleventh Ohio Battery, Capt. I’. C. Sands 
commanding, and Fifth Ohio Battery, Lieut. J.D. Burner commanding. 

Third Division.—Third lowa Battery, Lieut. M. C. Wright command. 
ing, and Battery K, First Missouri Light Artillery, Capt. S. O. ees 
commanding. 

And will tnake all reports to division headquarters. 

By order of Major-General Steele : 

[GEORGE O. SOKALSKT,] 
First Lieut. Second Cav. , and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., November 7, 1863. 
General DAVIES: 


‘My information is that there is quite a rebel force at Salem, Fulton 
County, Arkansas, and increasing daily. I have a good force in the 
southeast portion of my district. ‘Would it not do well. for you to senda 
force, if you can spare it, into the southwestern portion of your district, 
and together drive out this force? My force is daily advancing, and 


they may leave, anyway. 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICY OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 

Springfield, Mo., November 7, 1863. + 

‘Colonel HARRISON, ; 
Commanding Fayetteville, Ark.: 

You will send about one-half of your command, under a competent 
and energetic officer, to Huntsville, with the view of ‘permanently oceupy- 
ing that place, with instructions to the officers sent in command to use all 
reasonable efforts to clear that section of country from armed rebels, 
and protect, to the fullest extent, peaceable citizens. The command will 
supply itself with forage from "that section of the country, and such 
other supplies as the country affords. I think three pieces of ar tillery 
will be sufficient to send. 

If, in your opinion, there are objections to this movement at present, 
you will so inform me before executing the order, stating what the 

objections are, and wait for an answer from me. 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, November 9, 1863. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President : 
Mr. PRESIDENT: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
confidential letter, dated October 28, and containing the names of men 
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enlisted in the militia of Northwestern Missouri who are said to have 
been disloyal. 

On wy visit to Kansas and Northwestern Missouri, during the trou- 
bles there in September last, I examined personally into the difficulties 
in Platte, Buchanan, and other western counties, and learned fully their 
nature and origin. I at once ordered the reorganization of the militia, 
which created so much commotion for a time, but which has restored 
that portion of the State to a condition of profound peace. 

I have watched the progress of affairs there closely, and have kept 
myself fully advised of all the facts. It is true that about twice as 
many former rebels as were named by your informants are in the mili- 
tia organization, amounting to from 5 to 10 per cent. of the whole. It 
is also true that a very much larger number of returned Missouri rebels 
have enlisted in the Kansas volunteers, and, so far as I know, are faith- 
ful, good soldiers. 

The rule I established for the militia organization in Northwestern 
Missouri was that the officers should be of undoubted loyalty—original 
Union men—and that both officers and privates, as far as possible, 
should be men of wealth and respectability, whose all depended upon 
the preservation of peace. 

The former sufferings of these men, from the lawlessness which has 
so long existed on the border, made them willing to do military duty to 
save from destruction or loss property they had left. I have yet to 
hear the first report of a murder, robbery, or arson in that whole region 
since this new organization was made. The late election was conducted 
in perfect peace and good order. ‘There is not the slightest pretense 
from any source of any interference or other misconduct on the part of 
any of the troops. I have not deemed it necessary to be very particular 
about the antecedents of troops that are producing such good results. 
If I can make a repentant rebel of more service to the Government than 
a man who never had any political sins to repent of, I see no reason for 
not doing so. Indeed, I take no little satisfaction in making these men 
guard the property of their more loyal neighbors, and in holding their 
own property responsible for their fidelity. 

I have the satisfaction of reporting to you that the late election in all 
parts of the State passed off in perfect quiet and good order. I have 
heard of no disturbance of any kind anywhere. The aggregate vote, I 


think, shows that the purity of the ballot-box was preserved in a re-| 


markable degree. If the loyal people all voted, few or no rebels did. 
The prosvects of future peace in the State are highly encouraging. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, November 9, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I inclose acopy of a letter from General Steele, giving his 
views relative to the distribution of his troops for the defense of the line 
of the Arkansas. The number of points to be occupied seems large, yet 
I think not too large. I believe there is very little danger of attack by 
the enemy in force, and, if the enemy advance in force, Stgele can con- 
centrate in time to meet them. It will be necessary to oceupy the Ar- 


kansas Valley between Little Rock and Fort Smith in pretty strong | 
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force, for the reason that supplies must be drawn from Little Rock for 
the troops in Western Arkansas and the Indian country. This witl, 
however, lead to economy of force rather than the reverse, since it will 
secure Missouri and Northern Arkansas against raids, and thus diminish 
the force necessary to be kept north of the river. 

Missouri is now entirely:free from guerrillas, and I am gradually di- 
minishing the force in the State by moving troops into Arkansas. The 
only guerrillas in Arkansas north of the river are 400 or 500 about Yell- 
ville and a few east of Batesville. I can dispose of these in a short time, 
and organize home guards in Northern Arkansas sufficient to prevent 
the formation of guerrilla bands by the deserters from Price’s army. I 
hope to get along in Missouri and Kansas with not more than half the 
force I have had in these States during the summer. 

I have not yet learned what force General Steele has sent to Mem- 
phis. I asked him to send all he could spare, even temporarily, and I 
would gradually re-enforce him from Missouri. So long as General 
Banks is operating toward Texas, Steele will have but little to do. If, 
however, Banks’ forces be withdrawn, the enemy may turn upon Steele. 
My last reports from Fort Smith, November 4, indicate the last of the 
rebel forces going beyond Red River. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. ° 
{Inclosure. ] E : 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 

Little Rock, Ark., October 19, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, } 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 

GENERAL: Your communications and the extract from General Hal- 
leck’s letter were received about a week ago. Since that time there has 
been no mail either way until to-night. General Davidson will start for 
Saint Louis to-morrow morning. He will be able to give you any in- 
formation you may require in regard to matters here. We have had 
many conflicting reports in regard to the position and movements of the 
enemy during the last ten days. Price is probably at Little Missouri 
[River], 20 miles this side of Washington. It is said that he is moving 
his stores to Red River, below Jonesport. Marmaduke’s headquarters 
were at Arkadelphia a few days since. His cavalry is operating in our 
front, and hanging Union men in obscure places. Our scouting parties 
have been very successful in capturing prisoners and transportation 
from them. Our cavalry has made incursions into Independence, Con- 
way, and Van Buren Counties, and broken up bands of guerrillas and 
recruiting parties, destroying arms and taking prisoners. A majority 
of the prisoners whom we captured have taken the oath of allegiance 
to the United States, and some have enlisted in our service, all of their 
own accord. 

It is my, opinion that the following-named posts should be occupied 
as a line of defense of the Arkansas: Napoleon, Pine Bluff, Little Rock, 
Lewisburg, Dardanelle, and Fort Smith; Benton in advance, Browns- 
ville for the protection of the railroad, with an outpost at Austin, Jack- 
sonport, and Devall’s Bluff. Napoleon and Jacksonport are the only 
places named which are not occupied by our troops now. I have no 
doubt but that with our present force we could drive the rebels beyond 
Red River, but the question is, are we now prepared to hold the line of 
Red River? I cannot see that we are. There may be some military 
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operations going on which I know not of, and there may be some base 
of supplies besides White or Arkansas Rivers which an army on Red 
River could depend upon. If we should disperse the rebels on Red 
River they would soon make their appearance behind us, as they are 
trying to do already. 

The Arkansas troops all wish to be cavalry, but I presume we shall 
be able to raise a regiment or two of infantry. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Little Rock, Ark., November 9, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


GENERAL: Sherman writes me, at the suggestion of General Grant, 
to send him Kimball’s division, of the Sixteenth Army Corps. This 
would take all my infantry, except Salomon’s division. ._Kimball reports 
a total of 4,478 for duty. Salomon’s total for duty is 3,364. My best 
artillery belongs to Kimball’s division. I have declined acceding to 
Sherman’s request, for reasons the same as those given for not sending 
True’s brigade, on Hurlbut’s application. 

Holmes contemplated an attack on this place, but was restrained by 
Kirby Smith. If Marmaduke had succeeded in taking Pine Bluff, they 
would no doubt have attacked us here before this time. Price moved 
to Camden, to be in supporting distance of Marmaduke. Their com- 
bined force is reported to be now at Ten Springs, near Camden, on the 
road to Washington. The latter place is evacuated, as well as Arka- 
delphia. I have sent ascction of 3-inch guns and a regiment of infantry 
to re-enforce Pine Bluff, and directed Colonel Clayton to strengthen his 
defenses. This is an important post, and, in my opinion, the only one 
necessary between here and Napoleon. With infantry to hold the 
place, and cavalry to scout 25 miles out, the rich valley of the Arkansas 
can be kept free from rebels. They cannot go in toward Napoleon 
without getting into a pocket. Large amounts of corn, cotton, &c., 
are reported to be there now. I have sent an infantry regiment to the 
outpost at Benton, and an engineer officer to construct some defenses 
there. I thought these precautions necessary to guard against raids 
from the rebel army at Camden. 

Shelby crossed the Arkansas at Roseville on the 28th ultimo, and, 
when last heard from, was at Waldron. TI have ordered out about 600 
cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Caldwell, Third Iowa, for the double 
purpose of heading him off and bringing out some 500 Union men, who 
wish to enlist in our service. 

I sent two full companies of Arkansas troops to Dardanelle several 
days ago. Itis arecruiting station, and most of the inhabitants are 
loyal. The Fiftieth Indiana Infantry are building winter qnarters at 
Lewisburg. This is also an important recruiting station. General 
Hurlbut authorized me to muster in eavalry as well as infantry. When 
your order requiring infantry only was received, several companies that 
were ready to be mustered in as cavalry disbanded, and many of them 
have enlisted in the old cavalry regiments. As these mounted men 
can be made very useful, I have received some of them as cavalry, con- 
ditionally, provided the War Department will receive them as cavalry ; 
otherwise they are to be infantry. 


AM 
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I designated the Third Missouri Cavalry to take station at Jackson- 
port, and have been waiting for them to be paid. Baxter and Padgett, 
two fugitives from Independence County, are going with them, and each 
expects to raise a regiment for the United States service. 

Fishback appears to be getting along very well with his regiment. I 
have heard of Brigadier-General McRae and [Colonel] Shaver at Jack- 
sonport and on Crowley’s Ridge. Their force has been estimated as high 
as 800. I do not believe they have half that number. One of our spies 
(Holland) reports six companies between Clarendon and Helena, mostly 
guerrillas. [have ordered out our cavalry at Devall’s Bluff in pursuit 
of them, with orders to inform the inhabitants that their country will 
be devastated if they allow these guerrillas to operate init. Captain [J. 
B.] Wheeler, engineer, has laid out and commenced a square redoubt, 
which will command the city and the principal approaches. This, with 
batteries on the opposite side of the river, would render it untenable by 
an enemy. To defend the city by a chain of fortifications would re- 
quire extensive works and a large force. As soon as the water rises, 
the line of the Arkansas can be defended by a smaller force than that 
which [am nowemploying. Saline River will be a barrier to the rebels 
on the south, and the “ tin-clads” can keep the Lower Arkansas clear. | 

Am I in two departments? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General. 


Sart Lovis, Mo., 
November 10, 1863—1 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

Letter from General Steele, dated October 28, says the enemy was 
then pressing him at all points, and he could send no troops to Memphis. 
Another, dated October 31, says Marmaduke had been repulsed, and 
Steele’s troops were pursuing. They had taken Arkadelphia. On the 
7th instant I again urged General Steele to hurry forward troops to 
General Hurlbut, if possible. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 


‘SarntT Louis, Mo., November 10, 1863. 


The PRESIDENT, Washington, D. C.: 

The Legislature meets at Jefferson City to-day. The recent election 
was not for members of the Legislature, except, perhaps, to fill a few 
vacancies. I have no authority to grant leaves of absence to officers, 
except in case of sickness. The orders of the War Department ex- 
pressly forbid it. I have informed members of the Legislature, who are 
in the military service, that I will accept their resignations to enable 
them to attend the session of the Legislature. There’are but few of 
them, and they are about equally divided between radicals and con- 
servatives. If authorized to do sa, I would grant them leaves of ab- 
sence long enough to elect Senators; but I would not think it proper for 
them to be absent all winter, and still retain their commissions in the 


army. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., November 10, 1863. 


Colonel Catherwood, commanding Sixth Missouri State Militia Cav- 
alry, will move three companies of his command, to consist of not less 
than 100 men, under competent officers, on a scout through Ozark or 
Taney Counties into Arkansas, and through Marion or Carroll Coun- 
ties, as far as Yellville, if practicable, and as much farther south, not 
beyond the Boston Mountains, as the commanding officer shall deem it 
advantageous to go. 

The object of this movement is to afford a feeling of greater security 
to the Union citizens; to arrest or drive off any bands of guerrillas in 
that section of the country; to ascertain the enemy’s strength and in- 
tentions, as far as possible; to destroy any supplies he may have in that 
region, capture his horses and transportation, and to drive all rebels 
south of the Boston Mountains, if possible. General Holland will be 
_ in the vicinity with quite a force. Ten days’ rations will be taken. No 

transportation will, be taken below Forsyth. 

If, while advancing, the commanding officer ascertains that any con- 
siderable force of the enemy are passing to his rear, he will immediately 
follow them, or move so as to strike their flanks or front. ; 

It is desirable that this force should make the scout in ten or twelve 
days. The force now at Ozark may go as far as Forsyth, and escort 
back the teams taken there with rations. A small force should be left 
at Forsyth and Ozark, through which to communicate to headquarters, 
if necessary. Fifty rounds of ammunition will be taken. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., November 10, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JOHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 3d instant was received on the even- 
ing of the 6th. I have been nearly unfit for business from an attack of 
chills and fever, or | would have at once acknowledged its receipt, and 
indicated my opinion on the question you propose. I have felt great 
solicitude on the subject, and, immediately on my return from the pur- 
suit of Shelby, addressed letters to the commanders of stations in the 
border counties, to elicit their information and opinion on the question. 

I find among refugees of doubtful loyalty a desire to go back to their 
farms, however remote from the stations; while among those of pro- 
nounced loyalty there is a determination to stay at or near the stations. 
At Hickman Mills, Harrisonville, and Pleasant Hill from one-sixth to 
one-eighth of the men want to go to their homes; and nearly all the 
women; while at Independence, where the refugees are nearly all of 
very doubtful loyalty, almost all wish toreturn. The refugees at West- 
port are chiefly from west of the Big Blue, and those I have let go back 
some days ago. 

[I would suggest the following conditions: 

First. None to return to homes in the timber except where near to 
stations. 
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Second. None to return except on permits signed by post commander 


nearest place of residence, specifying names and ages of household, ex- 
act place of residence, conditioned on specified loyal acts to be done and 
disloyal acts refrained from, and breach of condition by any member of 
family, the whole of them to be ousted and the property destroyed, on 
finding had after a hearing before a post commission; the permits to 
have annexed a safeguard for person and property, which I can compel 
my soldiers to respect without difficulty. 

Third. In the district watered by the Snibar and Fire Prairie Creek, 
in Jackson County, there were no loyal, semi-loyal, or neutral inhabi- 
tants. There has been the great lair of the bushwhackers. I would 
let no person return there. In fact, no refugees from there attempted 
to prove loyalty, I think. 

Fourth. With perfect respect, I would suggest that it would be unsafe 
to.allow proof of loyalty to be made in Saint Louis, or out of the dis- 
trict. I have had the loyalty of men caught in the most flagrant acts 
of guerrilla disloyalty proved by the solemn attestations of perfectly 
loyal men in La Fayette County. To that county many of the worst 
families fled from Jackson and Cass, and I venture the assertion that 

not one family would fail in substantiating their loyalty in like manner. 


- 


Loyalty in La Fayette County is not loyalty on the border. Outside of | 


Freedom Township and Lexington, I think there are no loyal men in 
that county. I get my opinion from Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear and 
other conservative officers. I specially urge this point, because there 
will be great pressure made in behalf of those who shunned the stations 
where their disloyalty was known and passed into the second tier of 
counties, and because I believe unless, at least, past neutrality is re- 
quired, all the evil population driven out, except such as went south, 
will be back, and with them the guerrillas. 

Fifth. I have no confidence in our side being helped as much by those 
returning refugees as the bushwhackers will be. Butif leave be only 
given to loyal, neutral, or semi-loyal-families, as those persons are un- 
derstood among the loyal people in the border counties, and if those 
who come in without leave are rigidly expelled, it may not be inex- 
pedient to make the experiment. If the guerrillas renew the struggle 
for their old haunts next year, this renewed population will be rapidly 
driven out. If they do not renew it in force, it will form the nucleus of 
an early and peaceful resettlement. 

Sixth. One prime condition of the success of this effort will be that 
the population in the western part of La Fayette County will be forced 
in some way from active support and encouragement of the guerrilla 
bands, some of which will probably unite there. I believe my order 

‘should have been applied to that district. Perhaps some threats of a 
similar order may awaken them, as the order itself awakens the people 
of Clay and Platte, to active efforts against the bushwhackers, though 
I believe that population incurable. 

I think it best I should issue the order. Shall I.send it to you 

. before issue? I would be glad to have any instructions or advice on 

the subject, and beg you to excuse the very discursive and hurried 
manner in which I have responded to your inquiry. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 
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BLOOMFIELD, Mo., November 10, 1863. 
Col. J. B. RoGcurs, 
Commanding Post, Cape Girardeau : 

I arrived at this post with my command, having found no enemy in 
Dunklin County. The county is full of horse-thieves. We shot one 
and. captured horses belonging to others. I will move to Charleston 
to-day. The Bolands must be in that part of the county. I would 
have crosced the Plank road, but it was impassable. 

H. C. GENTRY, 
Captain, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 

Springfield, Mo., November 11, 1863. 

Major Kine, 
Commanding Arkansas Hapedition : 

Magsor: Since you left, I received a dispatch from Colonel Harrison 
to the effect that he met Brooks’ force, on the 9th instant, 11 miles east 
of Huntsville, and had askirmish with them, and that Brooks was fall- 
ing back. I think, therefore, that the rebel force is farther west than I 
supposed it was when you left here, and you should not go so far east 
as was at first designed, but ¢ross the river at or near Forsyth, and then 
bear toward Carrollton, unless you get information that induces you to 
take some other course. 

You should communicate to General Holland, if possible, the course 
and route you have taken. You can send the same orderlies or escort 
that carry this through to find him if you see fit. They will not follow 
him, however, below the State line. 

Use all diligence to prevent any considerable force of the enemy from 
passing to your rear. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SArnT Louis, November 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK: 

The telegraph line is completed to Fort Smith. All matters are pro- 
gressing favorably in that district. General McNeil reports favorable 
progress of negotiations with hostile Indians, and suggests that full 
powers be given to settle the terms of their submission. I have in- 
structed General McNeil to offer no terms for the present but uncondi- 
tional surrender. I write you on the subject to-day. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MIssouRI, 
Saint Louis, November 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: As Linformed you by telegraph this morning, the hostile 
Indians in Southwestern Arkansas and the Indian country are mani- 
festing a strong disposition to treat with the Government, and General 
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McNeil suggests that full power should be given to some person to set- 
tle with them the terms of peace. There are some important facts con- 
nected with this matter which should not be lost sight of. The wealthy 
Indian land-holders nearly all joined the rebels, and are now among 
those suing for peace. The feeling of hostility on the part of the loyal 
Indians toward these rebels is very intense. I believe the feud between 
them is of longer standing than the present rebellion. It will, I believe, 
_ be practically impossible for the disloyal Indians to return and occupy 
their lands. They would all be murdered by the loyal or poor In- 
dians. It is an important question whether the lands owned by the 
disloyal Indians should not all be declared forfeited to the Govern- 
ment; also, if forfeited, whether they should be given to the loyal 
Indians or be held by the Government, with a view to the ultimate 
extinction of the Indian title to a portion of territory which must, be- 
fore many years, be required for the use of white men. 

I presume the question of forfeiture is the only one which need be 
decided soon. My present information leads me to believe that the 
lands owned by hostile Indians should be declared forfeited, and that 
they should not be permitted to return among the loyal. Their future 
peace seems to require that they be kept separate. This will, of course, 
embarrass very much any negotiations for peace, yet I see no way of 
securing peace among the Indians on any other terms. 

My personal knowledge of these matters is too limited to justify the 
expression of a very decided opinion as to what policy should be adopted. 
I desire simply to call your attention to what seems to be the important 
questions to be decided, and to ask’ for instructions. I believe there is 
no civil officer of the Government now in that Territory empowered to 
treat with the Indians. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
* Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., November 12, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri : 


GENERAL: I have now been here a little more than two weeks, and 
have endeavored to make myself familiar with the military necessities 
of the district. The chief end to be accomplished by the Government 
in this district now seems to be to restore confidence on the part of the 
loyal citizens in its power, ability, and determination to protect them 
in their persons and property from the raids of portions of the rebel 
armies and the lawless bands who infest almost every neighborhood. 
To secure this end fully, the following forces will be required, probably 
for a year to come, to be stationed and used at or near the following 
points, viz: Fayetteville, four companies of cavalry and one section of 
artillery; Huntsville, three companies of cavalry and one section of 
artillery ; Carrollton, three companies of cavalry; Jasper, three com. 
panies of cavalry ; Yellville, four companies of cavalry; Buffalo Land- 
ing, four companies of cavalry and one section of artillery ; Lebanon, 
four companies of cavalry ; Gainesville, one company of cavalry; I*or- 
syth, one company of cavalry; Saline, one company of cavalry ; Cass- 
ville, four companies of cavalry ; Pineville, three companies of cavalry ; 
Neosho, one company of. cavalry ; Mount Vernon, one company of cav- 
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alry ; Carthage, two companies of cavalry ; Greenfield, one company of 


cavalry; Lamar, two companies of cavalry; Stockton, two companies 
of cavalry; Bolivar, one company of cavalry ; Buffalo, one company of 
cavalry; Lebanon, four companies of cavalry; Gasconade, one company 
of cavalry; Worden’s Station, one company of cavalry; Huntsville, two 
companies of cavalry; Marshfield, one company of cavalry; Vera Oruz, 
one company of cavalry; Ozark, one company of cavalry, and Spring- 
field, sixteen companies of cavalry, for operating in the field and garri- 
soning two or three minor posts on the telegraph line. 

The above force, properly organized and mounted, should and would 
maintaia the authority of the Government fully in this district, and, 
thus disposed, would be supplied very largely from the country. Iam 
not advised whether the southern line could now be supplied with such 
articles as the country would not afford by river transportation to Buf- 
falo Landing, on the White River. This certainly could be done in 
high water. 

This disposition of troops is absolutely necessary to induce a feeling 
of security on the part of the people to such an extent as to cause them 
to remain at home and engage in the ordinary peaceable pursuits. The 
(ffect of withdrawing, even temporarily, the small garrisons at the sev- 
eral county seats is very injurious to the country about. Many of the 
old settlers and Union men at once leave the section of country, and are 
slow to return. 

The present force nominally in this district is as follows, viz: First 
Arkansas Cavalry, twelve companies ; Sixth Missouri State Militia Cav- 
alry, twelve companies; Eighth Missouri State Militia, twelve com- 
panies; Second Arkansas Cavalry, eight companies; Sixth Provisional 
Enrolled Missouri Militia, ten companies; Seventh Provisional En- 
rolled Missouri Militia, twelve companies; Eleventh Missouri Volun- 
teers, four companies; First Arkansas Battery, six guns, and two sec- 
tions of artillery in charge of Sixth Missouri State Militia, four guns. 


Hence it appears that the force in the district is nominally nearly | 


sufficient, and, with the Second Arkansas fully organized, fully suffi- 
cient to fill my estimate of forces required. But the troops are for some 
reason in a broken-up and bad condition. Nearly one whole battalion 
of the Sixth Missouri State Militia are not mounted, and will have to 
go home to get horses. A small portion of the Second Arkansas is 
mounted and armed. : 

The State troops. are very deficient in saddles, bridles, &c.. Colonel 
Harrison has made a requisition for 545 horses to supply his command, 
&¢c. The Eleventh Missouri Volunteers report for duty 144 men and 96 
horses only. Hence it will be seen that while the force in the district is 
nominally sufficient to garrison and protect the country upon my esti- 
mate of force, it is in fact very inadequate for that purpose. Still, there 
is the material to make the force out of, and I think by energetic effort 
that this whole force may be made efficient at an early day. It seems 
to me now that we must have nearly 1,000 more horses than are yet 
ordered to accomplish this end. The artillery force is sufficient when 
properly drilled and equipped. Iam making, and shall continue to make, 
every effort to hold all the territory of the district from rebels by scouts, 
&e., until the forces are in shape and assigned to posts. There is but 
little disturbance in that portion of the district lying in Missouri, but 
quite large bodies of rebels north of the Boston Mountains, in Arkansas, 


roam about the country little disturbed. I have issued most stringent, — 


orders, and am trying to enforce them, in regard to drill and discipline 
and the better care of the animals in the public employ. 
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T respectfully submit the foregoing facts for the advice and consid- 
eration of the commander of the department. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., November 12, 1863. 
Major-General, SCHOFIELD, | 
Commanding Department of Missouri : ; 

A flag of truce arrived at our ‘lines this day with dispatches dated 
Batesville, Ark., November 5, and signed by Col. R. G. Shaver, C. S. 
Army, commanding District of Northeastern Arkansas. The ostensi- 
ble object of the flag is to remonstrate against the detention of one Hal- 
liburton, recently captured by our scout at Evening Shade, as a guer- 
rilla, and claiming for him the rights and privileges of a prisoner of war. 

_The Federal force which was at Batesville has retired to Little Rock, 
leaving all the country between my lines and Devall’s Bluff open to the 
enemy. 

Shaver is at Batesville with about 700 rebel cavalry. General McRae 
arrived at Jacksonport on the 5th instant, with orders from Price to 
take command of Northern Arkansas, gather up the deserters, enforce 
the conscription, and organize as best he could against the Federals. 

I regard it as very necessary for the prevention of rebel organizations 
in Arkansas, the protection of navigation on the Mississippi, and the 
security and quiet of Southeast Missouri, that a regiment of cavalry, 
under the command of a vigorous and discreet officer, should be stationed 
at Batesville or Jacksonport without delay. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,: 
Saint Louis, November 13, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. THOMAS EWING, Jr., 
Comdg. District of the Border, Kansas City, Mo.: 

GENERAL: I approve the conditions you name relative to the return 
of the people to their homes in the border counties, at least for the 
present. If found unnecessarily strict, they can be modified hereafter 
without injury, while, if made too liberal at the beginning, they can- 
not be changed without much trouble. Your suggestion that proof of 
loyalty should be made in your district exclusively is perfectly correct, 
and is approved. It wiil be difficult to cure the evil in La Fayette 
County by any means short of that adopted for the border. But it is 
too late for that now. The most we can now do is to banish known 
friends of the guerrillas. I regard the return of the border people as 
only an experiment, yet one I feel bound to make. They may have to 
leave their homes next summer. At all events, they will be able to 
winter there in comparative comfort and security. In this connection 
I deem it important that all who return be armed and taught to rely 
upon themselves as far as possible. I will suggest one modification in 
your propositions, viz, that the punishment for violation of obligation 
by any member of a family be banishment of the family, rather than 
destruetion of property. 
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It is not worth the while to send your order to me before publication. 
I regret very much your sickness ; it is not surprising since your 
severe compaign. 
Very respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, Ark., November 14, 1863. 


Maj. Gan: STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps : 

GENERAL: Your letter was received last night. I hawe ordered two 
regiments of True’s brigade to proceed to Memphis at once by rail and 
steam. I have been ordered from headquarters Department of the Mis- 
souri to hold the line of the Arkansas, to send a regiment of cavalry to 
Jacksonport, and to send you such troops as I could spare. I am not 
willing to spare any more and stay here myself under present circum- 
stances. General Davidson informs me that he met re-enforcements 
from Vicksburg going to Memphis, after your letter was written; and 
that he presumes they will supersede the necessity of re-enforcements 
from here. I could not send the whole of True’s brigade, because it was 
scattered. One regiment is retained as guard to the railroad depot, 
on the north side of the river, and one is at Lewisburg. I have five 
infantry posts besides this, with a regiment or more at each. General, 
I regret that I cannot do as well by you as you have by me; but “ time 
sets all things even.” 

Very traly, yours, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major- General. 


SPECIAL Steattee, HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 311. Saint Ou, Renee 14, Ag 


* * * * 


XIV. The commanders of the Districts of hore on Central Mis- 
souri will cause the provisional regiments on duty in their districts to 
be relieved from duty as soon as they can do so without leaving ex- 
posed points or districts of country unprotected. The regiments when 
relieved will be concentrated at convenient points, and will turn over all 
public property in their possession to the proper staff officers designated 
by the district commanders to receive them, after which they will be 
mustered out of service. 

The organization of these regiments will be preserved, and their arms 
and equipments will be kept in store at convenient central points, where 
the regiments may most readily be concentrated whenever their services 
may be required. 

By command of Major-General Schofield : 

OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 506. Washington, November 14, 1863. 
* * * 


* * * *% 


V. Brig. Gen. Stephen Miller, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby assigned 
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to the command of Fort Snelling, Minn., and will report to Major-Gen- 
eral Pope, commanding the Department of the Northwest, accordingly. 
* . * * _ * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
. EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
: Memphis, Tenn., November 15, 1863. 
_Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE: 


GENERAL: lam quietly waiting for such portion of infantry as you 
can consistently spare from your command. Meanwhile I hold Tuttle’s 
division (about 3,300) on this line of railroad. I daily expect to hear that 
either you or I have been translated to Missouri, as Colonel Holt has 
very properly decided that Schofield has not rank enough to command 
either yourself or Blunt. I take the liberty of recommending that you 
send a pretty strong cavalry force into Southern Arkansas, through the 
heavy planting counties, sweeping down to some of our posts on the 
river. These counties have been undisturbed, and are the headquarters 
of rebeldom. Forage, supplies, cotton, mules, and negroes can be ob- 
tained there, and the secession element of Arkansas thoroughly broken. 
I send Carr to you, by the order of General Grant. Assign him to some 
proper command. [ learn that Kimball has been ordered to Indiana, 
but have not the order. The rebels are rather impertinent here, and I 
shall probably have a brush. 

Your obedient servant and friend, 
S. A. HURLBUT, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, November 16, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 

GENERAL: I have delayed answering yours of the 9th, in hopes that 
I might learn something more definitely about General Steele’s move- 
ments. General Hurlbut’s dispatches indicate that Steele does not in- 
tend to send any re-enforcements to Memphis, but to keep all his troops 
in Arkansas. It is tobe regretted that he did not carry out his instruc- 
tions at the time, as it is now probably too late for him to give Hurlbut | 
much assistance. 

I think he proposes to occupy too many points in Arkansas. ‘To gar- 
rison so many places will completely paralyze his army, and render it 
useless for future operations. The main force of the enemy has, in all 
probability, gone south, to form a junction with the rebel army in Texas. 
Only guerrilla bands will be left in Arkansas. Steele’s army should not 
be parceled out merely to protect the country from these robbers. It 
is wanted to operate against the main forces of the enemy. A very few 
points on the river will be sufficient to hold it as his new base of opera- 
tions, and these should be mainly held by recruits and the forces which 
you can now send him from Missouri. 

General Banks’ main force, when last heard from, was at Opelousas, 
moving up the Red River. Whether he will go to Alexandria and 
Shreveport, or turn off from Opelousas, I do not know. His plans 
have been so frequently changed that it is not certain what course he 
may pursue. 
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If the enemy should fall back from Arkansas into Texas, and Hurl- 


but should no longer require re-enforcements, I see no reason why 


Steele cannot advance to Red River and form a junction with Banks, 
or at least hold that river, while Banks operates in Texas. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


GENERAL ORDERS, reg ake DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 137. Saint Louis, Mo., November 17, 1863. 


I. The attention of provost-marshals in this department is called to 
the following extract from the Appendix to Revised Army Regulations, 
Paragraph 13, page 511: 

2k % * % * * 

All property captured by the army, or seized by any provost-marshal, or taken up 
astray, or taken from soldiers marching in the enemy’s country, will be turned over 
to the chiefs of the staff departments to which such property would appertain, on 
duty with the troops, and will be accounted for by them as captured property, and 
used for the public service, unless claimed by owners, and ordered by the command- 
ing officer to be returned. In such case, the receipts of the owners, to whom the prop- 
erty is delivered, will be taken therefor. Provost-marshals will make returns to the 
adjutant-general of all such property, and of the disposition made of it, accounting 
on separate returns for ordnance, quartermasters’, subsistence, medical stores, &c., 
furnishing and procuring the usual invoices and receipts, and charging the officers to 
whom the property has been delivered with the same on the returns. 

# * * * * * * 


This includes all contraband property whatsoever. 

When any doubt exists as to the property being contraband, it wili be 
retained in the possession of the provost-marshal until an investigation 
is had, and the proceedings forwarded to the provost-marshal-general of 
the department for his action in the case. 

The expenses of the district provost-marshal’s offices will be paid upon 
vouchers, properly made out, and approved by the provost-marshal-gen- 
eral of the department. These vouchers will be paid, as far as possible, 
from the proceeds of contraband property by the district quartermaster. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Schofield : 
OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., November 19, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. N. P. BANKs, 


Commanding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, La.: 

GENERAL: The General-in-Chief informs me that your main force, 
when last heard from, was at Opelousas, moving up the Red River. He 
was not informed whether your force would go up to Alexandria and 
Shreveport, or turn off from Opelousas. 

General Steele’s command is now at and near Little Rock, and seems 
quite strong enough to drive Price beyond Red River. He is only wait- 
ing for the time to arrive when he can be supplied, via Red River, which, 
I believe, depends only upon the navigability of that stream and upon 
your operations. 

The General-in-Chief suggests that General Steele might now advance . 
to Red River and form a junction with you, or at least hold that river 
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while you operate in Texas. I am anxious to advance his force to Red 
River as soon as practicable. This will no doubt strengthen you and 
aid you to carry out your plans. 
I respectfully request, general, that you will communicate with Gen- 
eral Steele, and inform him of your operations and plans for the future 
so far'as will enable him to co-operate with you. I will direct General 
Steele to communicate with you and to act in concert with you as far as 
practicable. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Camp Bryan, November 19, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN B. SANBORN, 
Commanding Southwestern. District, Springfield, Mo.: 

GENERAL: In my last communication I stated that I would proceed 
by way of White River, having sent my advance by way of Talbot’s 
Mill. I learned that Colonels Freeman and Crandall, with their ——— 
and other rebel forces, had been sent to assist Colonel Love, whom we 
had routed. Their force is at least 800, and perhaps 1,000; they pur- 
pose a raid into Missouri by way of Hartville. I sent a scout near their 
camp yesterday, and learned they expected me to attack them at a place 
of their own selection, which I decline todo. 1am moving on their flank, 
hoping to draw them out. Almost half of our horses are pretty well 
used up. [ am compelled to abandon the pursuit of the enemy. Ihave 
only 330 serviceable horses in my command able to pursue. Eneum- 
bered with wagons, I will have to move slowly. Will advise you of 
their movements. Suggest that Marshfield and Lebanon be made sufli- 
ciently strong, as they may move very rapidly. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. B. HOLLAND, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Enrolled Missouri Militia. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
No. 43. } Milwaukee, Wis., November 19, 1863. 
Col. C. A. Morgan, aide-de-camp, is assigned to duty as inspector- 
general of this department. An assistant inspector will be appointed 
for each military district. 
* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Pope: 
J. FE. MELINE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., November 20, 1863. 
General StaepHEN A. HuRLBUT, Memphis, Tenn.: 

GENERAL: The General-in-Chief intimates that General Steele hav- 
ing failed to send you re-enforcements when first called for, they can- 
not now probably reach you in time to do any good. He also directs 
General Steele to advance to Red River and co-operate with General 
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Banks, if it isno longer necessary to send re-enforcements to you. I 
desire very much to have General Steele carry out these directions, and 
have written him to this effect. Whether he can do so, will depend 
upon your necessities. Will you please inform General Steele whether 
it is still necessary for him to send you troops, that he may determine, 
&S soon as possible, whether he can advance into Texas or not. 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., November 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE: 
GENERAL: J inclose you a copy of a letter received yesterday from 
General Halleck,* and a copy of one I have sent to General Banks.t 
I think it important for you to open direct communication with Gen- 
eral Banks, so as, if possible, to co-operate with him. If hismovements 
are such as indicated by General Halleck, and if he can send you sup- 
plies up Red River, when you have advanced that far, I see nothing to 
prevent your occupying that river with your present force. I have 
heard nothing from General Hurlbut recently, and hope his necessity 
for re-enforcements is past. I will write him on the subject, and ask 
him to inform you. I intend in a short time to send a regiment or two 
of cavalry into the northern part of Arkansas to clear out the guerrillas 
and enable the loyal people to organize. When this is accomplished 
they can move forward and join you. 
: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., November 20, 1863—8.45 p. m. 
Colonel Livinaston, Commanding District, Saint Louis : ‘ 
CoLONEL: You will please send 150 infantry by rail to Springfield, 
Jil, as soon as possible. The officer in command will report to Brig- 
adier-General Ammen, commanding District of Ilinois. 


Very respectfully, J. M. SCHOFIELD 
gs Major-General. 


P. S.—Inform General Ammen, by telegraph, when the troops start. 
Also inform me, as soon as you get a train and make other arrange- 
ments, at what time the troops will be able to start. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., November 20, 1863. 
General Fisk, Commanding : 
I forgot te report that my men killed a notorious bushwhacker named 
Lacy, in Dunklin, while out on their last scout, besides taking Grisson, 


Walters, and others. 
J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


* See p. 709. +See p. 710. 


es asain 
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GENERAL wee HpqQrs. DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
* No. 20. Kansas City, Mo., November 20, 1863. 


I. Loyal persons, formerly resident in that part of the district from 
which the inhabitants were required to remove by General Orders, No. 
11, may obtain permits to return and safeguards for persons and prop- 
erty in the manner and on the terms herein prescribed.’ Applications for 
such permits and safeguards will be made to the officer commanding at 
one of the following stations nearest the applicant’s place of residence, 
to wit, Westport, Independence, Hickman Mills, Pleasant Hill, Har- 
risonville, Trading Post, and must be accompanied with satisfactory proof 
of the uniform loyal conduct and reputation of the applicants. When 
the applicant is the head of a family, the permit or safeguard will name 
the applicant and the non-adult children of the family. Each adult of a 
family will make separate proofs and receive a separate permit and safe- 
guard. The commanding officer of each of the stations named will keep 
arecord of the names, ages, and places of residence of persons to whom 
such permits and safeguards are issued by him, and of the persons by 
whom their loyalty is shown, and also in like manner a record of persons 
to whom he refuses to issue such permits and safeguards. Transcripts 
of the record will be sent to these headquarters, from time to time, with 
the tri-monthly reports. Such permits and safeguards will be in the 
form hereinafter prescribed. When proof is made in any case to the 
satisfaction of the station commander, he will fill up carefully the blanks 
in such form, and sign the permit and safeguard, and forward the same 
to these headquarters for the approval of the general commanding. No 
such permit and safeguard will be valid without such approval indorsed 
upon it. Save in exceptional instances, such permits will not be given 
at present to persons owning no lands or crops or having no sufficient 
means of support in the district named, nor to persons living in the 
timber more than 3 miles distant from any station, nor to persons hav- 
’ ing near relatives or connections in the rebel service. Where in their 
judgment such exceptions should be made, commanders of stations will 
send to these headquarters, in writing, the reasons for such exception. 

I. If any person in the military service of the United States shall 
knowingly and willfully commit any act of injury to the person or prop- 
erty of any resident holding such safeguard, he shall be arrested and 
sent here for trial by court-martial for the offense of forcing a safeguard, 
which is one of the gravest in the Articles of War. If any person not 
in the military service of the United States shall knowingly and will- 
fully commit such act of injury, he shall be arrested and sent here for 
trial by military commission. When any person holding such safe- 
guard or permit shall willfully violate any one of the conditions on 
which it is given, such person shall be arrested and sent here by the 
nearest station commander for trial and punishment. In case the per- 
son so offending is a woman and the head of a family, she shall be or- 
dered out of the district by such commander, and, failing to go, will be 
sent here with her family for removal. 

IIL. If any person or persons shall settle in the district named with- 
out such permission in writing being first regularly obtained, such per- 
son or persons will be notified by the nearest station commander to 
leave the district, and, on failure to do so, will be arrested and sent here 
for removal. 

IV. The requisite authority having been obtained, commanders of 
stations named above will cause all the men who are allowed to return 
to be organized, as far as practicable, in companies in the several neigh- 
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borhoods. Each company will consist of not less than 30 men, living 
within convenient distances of the place of rendezvous, and arms, cloth- 
_ ing, and rations will be issued to them. They will be received by the 
proper authorities as militia of the State in active service. The gen- 
eral commanding attempts this early settlement of the depopulated dis- 
trict at the urgent, solicitation of many loyal men, who are now willing to 
‘try to live again at their homes. He will aid them to the utmost with 
the troops under his command, and assure them that no rebel families 
will be ailowed to return to entice back and support the guerrillas. But, 
after all, the question whether the guerrillas can come back to resume 
their ravages depends much upon the action of the loyal inhabitants. 
themselves. They must return to their farms, not as non-combatants, 
but thoroughly armed and organized in each neighborhood. It is chiefly 
by such neighborhood organization that they can hope to save them- 
selves and their property, keep out the guerrillas, and insure a per- 
manent and prosperous resettlement of the border. 
By order of Brigadier-General Ewing: 
H. HANNAHS, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


The conditions on which the foregoing permit and safeguard is 
granted, are— 

1. That the said (and each and every member of his 
family) will at all times give every possible aid and information to per- 
sons in the service of the Government of the United States, to enable 
them to find and destroy rebels and guerrillas, and to detect all persons 
engaged in disloyal acts or practices. 

2. That the said ——— (and each and every member of his 
family) will at all times withhold aid and assistance of every kind from 
rebels, guerrillas, or other enemies of the Government of the United 
States. 

Signed at ———, this 


day of , 186—. 


Convmanding Station. 


CAMP NEAR ForT SMITH, ARK., 
November 24, 1863. 
General SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding District of the Missouri: 

Sim: This evening a train left this post for Fort Scott. The teams 
were used in bringing sutlers’ goods to this place; they are now loaded 
with cotton. Yesterday 50 Government teams brought into Fort Smith 
150 bales, escorted by a portion of the Twelfth Kansas Volunteers. The 
train now on transit to Fort Scott consists of about 100 two and four 
horse and mule teams, and mostly loaded with cotton. From what I 
can learn, a portion of the same has been purchased at a very small 
price, and the balance captured; and, from all appearances, I should 
think some one high in military rank was engaged in the operation. 

I am, general, yours, most respectfully, 
W. T. CAMPBELL, 
LIieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Sixth Regt. Kansas Vol. Cavalry. 


General EWING : 


DEAR SiR: You can forward this, if you think necessary. 
W. T. CAMPBELL. 
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PATTERSON, Mo., November 24, 1863. 
[General Fisk :] 


GENERAL: Sergeant Gillespie, the same man who was captured with 
Pollok, has made his escape from Reves, and is now in camp. He 
reports that Reves is in Cherokee Bay with 80 men; that they have 
now about 400 men, perhaps 500 in all, and are making preparations to 
attack this place; that they are determined to haveme. I am not going 
torun. You have the thing as I have it. I think I had better have 
another company of men. I now have 30 men out, who will not be here 
for two days more. I do not want too many, for fear they will not 
come, but want enough to whip them when they come. I heard the 
same thing irom a citizen of Arkansas to-day, who had been down there. 
Colonel Shaver is in command of the rebels. 


W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain, Commanding Outpost. 


Saint Louis, Mo., November 25, 1863. 
_ Brigadier-General VisK, Pilot Knob, Mo.: 


Reports from the southwest also indicate the movement of a consid- 
erable rebel force from there in a northeasterly direction, apparently | 
with the intention of joining McRae. Iam about to send the First Ne- 
braska into Northern Arkansas. I am in doubt whether to send it via 
Pilot Knob or Rolla. If you are strong enough to meet McRae, I prefer 
’ to send it to Rolla. Inform me what force you will be able to concen- 


trate. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


——— 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., November 25, 1863. 
Captain RIcE: 


Hildebrandt, with 20 men, plundered Farmington this afternoon, and 
left with their pillage on the Jackson road at about 4 o’clock. I think 
you can certainly catch him. Strike swiftly. Keep [George W.] Hum- 
mel. Get horses for his men, if possible, and don’t stop until you kill 
these rascals. Go at once. Kill them as you find them. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., Nevember 25, 1863. 
Captain RicE, Fredericktown: 

Hildebrandt must have. passed very near your post, as he moved up 
to Farmington. The people must have known he was in the country. 
Press every man, horse, and gun you can find, and let the hunt, pursuit, 
and extermination be sure and swift. A portion of his gang are in 


Federal uniform. 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 
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PATTERSON, Mo., November 25, 1863. 
Brigadier-General FIsk: 

Captain Johns has sent in a dispatch stating that the enemy, under 
General McRae, are at Doniphan, 1,200 strong; that they staid at Doni- 
phan the night of the 23d. I do not think there are that many, but I 
think there are 500 of them. McRae is in command. Johns thinks I 
will be attacked this morning. Johns will be in to-day. All quiet so 
far. I will be on hand, no - odds how many come. My men are all 
awake. 

W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ! Hp@Rs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 322. Saint Louis, Mo., November 25, 1863. 
I. Col. George H. Hall, Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, is tem- 
porarily assigned to the command of the Central District of Missouri, 
during the illness of Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown. 
eae * x * * * * 
By command of Major-General Schofield: 
OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., November 26, 1863. 
Col. J. B. RoGERS, Cape Girardeau, Mo.: 

Last evening General Fisk reported re-enforcements arrived at Pat- 
terson, and no attack from the enemy; thinks he may have gone to 
Bloomfield. Look out for him in that direction. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., November 26, 1863. 
~Brigadier-General Fisk: 

Colonel Rogers telegraphs that the enemy is reported approaching 
Bloomfield. I have directed him to turn the force he had started for 
Greenville toward Bloomfield. If this interferes with your plans, in- 
form me. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., November 26, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 
I am now in communication with Cape Girardeau and Bloomfield. 
No attack at any point as yet. I hope the disposition of our troops has 
been such as to convince McRae that we are ready, and enough for 


him, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


a © 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., November 26, 1863. 


Capt. V. PREUITT, Bloomfield : 


McRae was reported at Doniphan, with a few hundred rebels, on 
Monday last, and was contemplating a raid either on Bloomfield or 
Patterson. He may move on you. If he does, he will only give the 

_ gallant First Missouri boys one more opportunity of demonstrating that 
they can’t be whipped. We shall re-enforce you from Cape Girardeau 
and Greenville, if you need. Keep me constantly advised, and, if you 
get in trouble, press every man, horse, and gun within reach, and give 
the rascals snch a Thanksgiving welcome as the survivors will be apt 
to remember. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


BLOOMFIELD, Mo., November 26, 1863. 
General FIsk: 


We have been threatened for some two or three days by what is re- 
ported to be about 300 men, concentrated by all the guerrilla chiefs in 
the country. I have been unable to ascertain who -is in command of 
them. A party of them came in sight of cur pickets within the last 
hour, I suppose for the purpose of reconnoitering. Iam ready for them. 

VALENTINE PREUITT, 
Captain. 


PATTERSON, Mo., November 26, 1863. 
General Fisk : 
I can hear nothing from below. There has not been any person up 
the road to-day. All travel is at once stopped. You can judge of the 
cause. I think they are stopped below. Weare patrolling the country, 


but can hear nothing. 
W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain, Commanding Outpost. 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Jacksonport, Ark., November 26, 1863. 
Lieut. GEORGE O. SOKALSKI, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

LIEUTENANT: Since my arrival here, as is usual, many conflicting 
rumors have found their way to camp; but, from the best information I 
can obtain from my scouts and otherwise, General McRae is attempting 
to concentrate his forces at some point on Crowley’s Ridge, in the neigh- 
borhood of Pineville or Wittsburg. He has now 1,500 men in his 
squads, with a roll of 1,500 more that are scattered through the country, 
dodging him. There are a great many squads of armed men through 
the country, numbering from 20 to 50 per squad. McRae brought back 
with him afew of his most desperate men, who are commanding his 
deserters and conscripts. They annoy my pickets almost every night. 

‘I send out a scout every day, but find it very difficult to catch them, as 
they have ihe entire country picketed, and there are so many hiding 
places. About the only chance to capture them would be to send force 
- enough to make a regular “ wolf-drive.” McRae tells his men that when 


718 MO., ARK., KANS., IND, T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


they are concentra#ed they will attack the forces at Jacksonport, and 
then make a raid into Missouri. His men are very much averse to 
going south, and may force him to remain north of the Arkansas River; 
yet I believe that he will attempt to take them south by way of Arkan- 
sas Post. I have since learned that he had 250 men with him at the 
time I met him below Searcy. He had crossed at this place on Monday 
morning, the day I left the Rock, with the intention of making a night 
attack upon Austin. Rey 

I find Mr. Baxter a worthy, intelligent gentleman, but the squad of 
recruits a most complete nuisance, destitute of the faintest conception 
of correct principles, and if this is the class of men to be enlisted in 
Arkansas, I think that the sooner recruiting can be stopped the better, 
as they will injure the Government more than they can possibly benefit 
it. The only way to make soidiers of them, in my opinion, would be to 
scatter them through other commands of disciplined troops. The com- 
pany that Captain Berry reported as being organized above Batesville 
tor the Union army was for McRae, and is now with him, and as yet 
but 8 additional men have joined Berry’s company. Tbe idea of the 
Union men of this section being able to sustain themselves may at once 
be abandoned. Many citizens are coming in to exhibit their papers. 
There seems to have been great profligacy in taking the oath at Mem- 
phis. Union men and rebels are alike abundantly supplied with goods 
trom Memphis. McRae procures ammunition from some quarter, I have 
not yet learned where. I am satisfied that there is a great deal of smug 
gling, and a general system of double-dealing among the citizens. 

Corn is plenty ; wheat scarce; cattle plenty. A boat is very much 
needed here, and cannot long be dispensed with, as the forage is mostly 
on the south side of the river, and the crossing difficult. I shall do-all 
that can be done with the number of men of my command; yet two 
more regiments could be profitably employed here for a short time. 
You will please send me, as soon as possible, 50,000 rounds Sharps’ 
cavalry carbines, caliber .52; 50,000 rounds Colt’s cavalry revolvers, 
caliber .38, and 20,000 rounds Colt’s cavalry revolvers, caliber .44. 

1 have no intelligence from forces coming from Missouri or of a boat 
from down the river. ; 

Very respectfully, &e., 
T. G. BLACK, 
Lieut. Col. Third Mo. Vol. Cav., Comdg. Post, Jacksonport, Ark. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, November 27, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo. : . 

The question in regard to resignations cannot be decided till the Sec- 
retary of War returns. General Hurlbut thinks that Smith, at Colum- 
bus, Ky.; needs re-enforcements. Can, you not help him temporarily ? 
H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISsouRI, 
Springfield, Mo., November 27, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Commanding Department : 


The force, under Love and Freeman, that came into the State in 
Oregon County, have retired and gone south of the White River, from 
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best information. All guerrilla bands that I hear of have been moving 
rapidly south for the last few days; 28 guerrillas are officially reported 
to have been killed by the force here since my last report. 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


PATTERSON, Mo., November 27, 1863. 
General FIsk : 


Two mer here from Arkansas, Lawrence County, near Smithviile. 
They report that they crossed Current River below Black Skull, and 
that they saw or heard of no enemy. They further report when they 
left Smithville that they were looking for troops up from Batesville 
_ under Colonel Baxter (Federal troops); that their impression was that 
we had troops at Jacksonport and Batesville also. I think these are 
not bad men. You can take the report for what it is worth. I have 
about come to the conclusion that there is not much truth in any of 
the reports we hear. , 


W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain, Commanding Outpost. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., November 27, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis : 


Conflicting reports reach me relative to the movements of rebels on 
the border; one party reports that McRae is now moving toward the 
Mississippi River, in the direction of Osceola, and that Jo. Shelby is at 
Batesville, preparing for a big raid in Missouri; another party, from 
Lawrence County, Arkansas, reports McRae as stationary near Poca- 
hontas, and that his information was that a Federal scout from Little 
Rock, under one Colonel Baxter, was in the neighborhood of Batesville, 
six days ago. My troops are moving in two detachments from Green- 
- ville, one in the direction of Doniphan and the other toward Bloom- 
field. I hope for definite information soon. Have youa Colonel Baxter 
in Arkansas ? 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


OAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., November 27, 1863. 
General Fisk: 


I have positive information that McRae’s force has not moved at all. 
Patterson had moved to make junction with McRae below Jacksonport. 
Williams, with a guerrilla force of 100 men, moved up toward Doniphan. 
I had planned a campaign, and was to start Monday; had your per- 
mission. I had him located to a dot, and would have given him “ Hail 
Columbia.” 

: J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel, 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, November 27, 1863. 


Col. J. B. RoGERS, Cape Girardeau: 


- I have ordered Major Robbins to move to-morrow morning from 

Greenville, in the direetion of Bloomfield ; but upon receiving informa- 
tion that would lead him to the conclusion that there was no rebel force 
of account at Doniphan, or threatening Bloomfield, then to change 
direction for Cape Girardeau, and report to you at the earliest practi- 
cable hour. Rumors from the border are very conflicting. I have sent 
Major Montgomery direct to Doniphan in search of the enemy. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
: Brigadier-General. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., November 27, 1863. 
General FIsK: 

What is the right course to take with these rebels who are coming 
in to surrender? Some who were in the old State Guard, but have 
never taken the oath as required ; others just returned. What rule do 
you adopt ? 

J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., November 27, 1863. 


Col. J. B. ROGERS, Cape Girardeau, Mo. : 


When the returning rebels voluntarily surrender themselves, and give 
me good evidence that, “with hearty repentance and true faith,” they 
mean henceforth to be loyal, I allow them to take the oath of allegiance, 
and give good bonds for their future fidelity to their Government. I get 
all their neighbors on the bond that I can. All who have been in arms 
at all should be required to take the oath. Some of these repentant - 
rebels may reside in sections where it is difficult for them to remain at 
home without doing some rebellious act, and then they are liable to 
be pressed into a rebel raid. Such persons should be required to reside 
in another State, for a probationary period, or confined to limits of cer- 
tain towns or counties. Go in for the sure and swift extermination of 
all who are found robbing, burning, or bushwhacking; encourage every 
mau to do right who gives you evidence that he is honest in his de- 
clared intentions. 


CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General. 


PATTERSON, Mo., November 27, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Fisk : 

I would like to go toward Doniphan, leaving one company here, and 
personally see whether the Confederacy is coming up or not. I can go 
without wagons, with cooked rations, and find out all there is to be 
found out, Shall I go? 

SAML. MONTGOMERY, 
Major, - 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI, 
Pilot Knob, November 27, 1863. 
Major MONTGOMERY : 

Go in search of the Confederacy ; pndeaen rapidly but cautiously, look- 
ing out for your flanks. Advise me at the earliest moment of the real 
position and strength of the rascals. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 


Brigadier- General. 


PATTERSON, Mo., November 27, 1863. 
General FisK: / 

I will have everything on a war basis. I can hear nothing of any 
enemy advancing, nor any nearer than Doniphan. It is probably the 
conclusion not to come, as they must by this time be aware that we are 
ready for them. Will my men who were on picket yesterday join me? 

SAML. MONTGOMERY, 
Major. 


PATTERSON, Mo., November 27, 1863. 
General FISK : 

Major Montgomery has marched with 200 men. Major Robbins has 
arrived at Greenville with 400 men and two pieces of artillery. Hestates 
there is no force near him, and hears of none anywhere. He will remain 
at Greenville to-night, and will march for Bloomfield in the morning, 
unless ordered differently. His men are here now awaiting your orders. 
Shall he move to Bloomfield or toward Doniphan? They await your 


orders. 
W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain, Commanding Outpost. 


CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., November 27, 1863. 
General Fisk: 

There is a constant stream of contraband of war from Chester to 
rebeldom. I propose to make a raid on that line, commencing on the 
south end, and follow it up to Chester, taking possession of each team 
and man transporting contrabana, and bring them to this post. This 

will result in large captures, will raise a howl, and petition after peti- 
tion will follow, but one such raid will close the line. Shall I do it? 


Can we stand the press ? 
J. B. ROGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


Sant Louis, Mo., November 28, 1863. 
Col. CHESTER HARDING, Jr., New Madrid, via Cairo: 

Send all the force you as spare to Columbus, Ky.,. for temporary 
service. I will send a company of heavy artillery to ‘New Madrid in a 
few days. I have authority to consolidate your regiment with the 
engineer regiment. Come to Saint Louis as soon as you can, to attend 
to the consolidation. Report what force you can send to Columbus. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
: Major-General. 
46 R R—VOL XXII, PT II 
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oa Saint Louis, Mo., November 28, 1863. 
Brigadier-General SMITH 
Columbus, Ky., ‘via Cajro : 


I have ordered Colonel Harding at New Madrid to send you re- 
enforcements. He may require your aid in procuring transportation. 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


; Saint Louis, Mo., November 28, 1863. 
Major. General HALLECK: 


Ihave ordered about 400 men to be sent from New Madrid to Co- 
lumbus, Ky. : 
: J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI, 

: Jefferson City, November 28, 1863. 

Maj. OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis : 


Masor: I have the honor to. represent, for the information of the 
major-general commanding, that on or about the 13th instant a detach- 
ment of troops, supposed to belong to the Sixth Kansas, commanded 
by a Captain (or Lieutenant) [John "W.] Duff, entered Johnson and 
Henry Counties, and robbed and plundered indiscriminately almost 
every citizen in their line of march. Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear, First 
Missouri State Militia Cavalry, commanding the Central District, of 
which Johnson and Henry Counties are a part, has been directed to 
ascertain and forward definite information with regard to names of 
commanding officers and of all irregularities committed by them, which 
will be forwarded to department headquarters as soon as received. 

I am, major, your obedient servant, 
"GEORGE H. HALL, 
Colonel Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Commanding. 


HUMBOLDT, KANs., November 28, 1863. 
General THoMAS EWING, Jr., 
Commanding District of the Border, Kansas City, Mo. : 

DEAR SiR: Information has reached this place, which we deem to be 
of the most reliable character, that Stand Watie is contemplating and 
making active arrangements for a raid up the Neosho Valley between 
now apd Cliristmas. This information comes from a Mr. Van Green- 
way, a deserter from the rebel lines, and a gentleman well known to a 
number of our citizens as a man of veracity. Greenway states that 
Stand Watie at the time he left (the first part of November) was en- 
camped on the North Fork of the Canadian, about 45 miles in a south- 
westerly direction from Fort Gibson. His force consisted of about 3,000 
men, and Greenway reports that forage is plenty with them, and that, 
encouraged by the success of Quantrill’s raid, they are fitting up and or. 
ganizing a force of from 500 to 1,000 men, and intend to strike. the Neosho 
Valley somewhere near the Catholic Mission (25 miles below here), and 
thence proceed up the river probably as far as Emporia, then, turning 
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back in a southwesterly direction, be able to reach their starting point 
without meeting with any serious opposition. The above seems to be 
further confirmed by a contraband, who escaped from the rebel camp 
and arrived here a few days since. He reports that they aré fitting up 
their best horses preparatory to a raid into Kansas. A Dr. Lyle, who 
had lately moved up from the southern border of Kansas, states that: 
Cy. Gordon, while taking dinner at his house a few weeks since, stated 
in his hearing that he, in the disguise of a Federal captain, had been 
through the whole country, and that he intended to make it a visit 
before long. 

The above information, taken together, seems to warrant the belief 
and induce the fear among the people that we are about to be invaded. 
But at the same time the people feel and say that if they can only 
have a little notice from the military authorities, that they are ready to 
turn out and aid them in repelling the invader. But what they most fear 
is asurprise. Ifthe enemy make a raid, as anticipated, they will prob- 
ably strike the Arkansas River some distance above the mouth of the 
Verdigris, thence across, to a point on the Verdigris about the mouth of 
Fall River, thence across the divide to some point on the Neosho be- 
tween the Missouri and Humboldt. They do, probably, intend to make 
it before the Osages return from their hunt, which is usually about the 
1st of January. ’ 

The foregoing information we have given to Captain [Jay] Thompson, 
in command at this place, and who politely transmits this communica- 
tion by his messenger. 

Hoping that the above and foregoing information may be beneficial to 
the public service, I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

JONATHAN C. BURNETT, 
Register United States Land Office, Humboldt, Kans. 


HUMBOLDT, KAws., November 28, 1863. 
Col. C. W. BLAIR: 

DEAR Sire: A messenger from the Mission arrived here yesterday 
(Friday) at 4 a. m., with the cheerful information to the effect that Stand 
Watie was in vicinity of the Mission with 150 men, and that 9 or 10 
of his scouts had entered the Mission and captured 1 of the sergeant’s 
men. This man, however, was subsequently recaptured, and during the 
mélée they heard one rebel exclaim, ‘“‘O, my God, Iam shot; I am shot.” 
At the same time he dropped his gun and hat. Immediately upon re- 
ceiving the dispatch, I sent Lieutenant [John G.] Lindsay with his com- 
pany to the Mission, with instructions to go with all possible speed, 
which he did, arriving there by 12 m., finding everything quiet. Lieu- 
tenant Lindsay reports that he sent out scouting parties, with Indians 
for guides, but found nothing of the reported force; hence I think this 
was simply a scout under one of the Mathews, in search of plunder, Se. 

A man bythe name of Jackson came in to-night from Ohio Centre, 
who has seen Stand Watie’s adjutant at Ohio Centre. This adjutant 
deserted the rebels and reported to Colonel [John] Ritchie, and then 
caine north with an Indian train, which arrived here last Sunday. Hej 
(adjutant) says Stand Watie is fitting an expedition to come up and} 
strike the Mission first, and make the Neosho Valley desolate as far as 
Le Roy, and then go down the Verdigris River. As for the truth of this, 
I cannot vouch, of course, but the citizens here say Jackson is reliable, 
and this adjutant (his name I have forgotten) is a cousin of Bill Morrell. 
Colonel Thurston says you know him (Morrell); also a relation of Scott, 
of Scott’s Mill notoriety. 
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I have built a good corral, and have instructed my sergeant to draw 
70 horses, as I must have my men here mounted. Can easily take care of 
the balance till my company comes. Also have written to Captain 
Insley, inclosing a receipt for three of his teams. Cannot begin to do 
the work with one team, as all the forage consumed at the Mission from 
this out will have to be hauled from here. Also, if I remain here, want 
to get my forage in camp before the roads get bad. Captain Insley told 
Colonel Thurston that he would give me two or three teams; hence I 
keep my worn-out mules here, and expect my rations to come up with 
those wagons of Captain Insley. 

Those Indians at the Mission are very indifferent as to whether they 
fight or not. I think it advisable to have them organized, and as soon 
as possible, as they think the authorities are going to turn cold shoulder 
on them. <A half-breed told \me yesterday that the whole tribe was on 
the Verdigris, en route home; but would remain until their ponies re- 
cruited up before coming any farther, so we shall not have them for a 
month yet. 

My health improves daily. Apologies for such long letter. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
JAY THOMPSON. 


P.S.—If practicable, please send Lieutenant Kizer, with his company, 
and relieve Lindsay, and you will oblige many soldiers and citizens. 


PATTERSON, Mo., November 29, 1863. 
General FISK: ; 


I am informed by a reliable man from Doniphan that a detachment 
of 300 rebels was attacked by Arkansas Home Guards and deserters. 
The rebels were defeated, with a loss of 150 killed, wounded, and pris- 
oners. The commanding officer of the rebels defeated sent to Reves 
for re-enforcements. Reves, in his effort to do so, was attacked by 
the Arkansas militia and deserters, and was routed, with a loss of 18 
killed and several wounded. If this report be true, it was the trail of 
the Arkansas militia and deserters that Captain Johns discovered, and 
which he supposed to be the enemy. 

W. T. LEEPER, 


Captain. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Benton, Ark., November 29, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIDSON, 
Commanding Cavalry Division, Little Rock : 

Dr. Rice, a refugee in our lines for two months, who lives at Rockport, 
left here yesterday and went to Rockport. He returned,this morning, 
and reports 400 rebels, under Parsons, in camp 4 miles beyond Rock- 
port—the same force that was at Princeton a few days since. He 
also reports Marmaduke, Cabell, and Shelby, with all their forces, at 
Arkadelphia, where they arrived within a day or two. He also reports 
Price at Camden, mounting all the men he can get horses or mules for. 
The people at Rockport think the enemy will move north. I sent out 
a forage train this morning on the Hot Springs road with 250 men as 
escort. The above statement is corroborated by other parties. 

CYRUS BUSSEY, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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NEW MAnDRID, Mo., November 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Department : 

GENERAL: Your dispatch of the 28th instant, ordering me to send 
what troops I could spare to Columbus, was received at noon to-day. 

Major Nichols, with 275 men, transportation, baggage, &c., will leave 
in a few minutes, and report to General Smith early in the morning. I 
retain the mounted men (50) for pickets, and two companies, which I 
shall put in the fort, besides some 44 sick. I will proceed to Saint 
Louis, as directed, as soon as I can turn over my post andother Gov- 
ernment property.* . 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHESTER HARDING, JR., 
Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, November 30, 1863. 
Col. R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Commanding First Nebraska Cavalry, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

COLONEL: The order inclosed herewith assigns you to the command 
of the District of Northeastern Arkansas, with headquarters at Bates- 
ville, and designates the troops which are placed at Your disposal. In 
the discharge of the duties upon which you are about to enter, you will 
be guided by the following general instructions: 

The chief object to be accomplished by your command is to destroy, 
drive out, or capture the guerrilla bands which now infest the district 
of country lying between that occupied by General Steele’s army and the 
southern line of Missouri, and to organize as many troops as can be ob- 
tained for the generalservice. It is believed that you will very soon be 
able to do this so effectually as to enable me to reduce very much the force 
which it is necessary to keep in the southern part of Missouri, while you 
will gain considerable re-entorcements from the loyal people of Arkansas. 
In all your operations you will regard these objects as paramount. 

You will endeavor to cultivate and encourage the loyalsentimentamong 
the loyal people of your district as far as possible; show them that the 
Government will, as far as in its power, protect the loyal and punish 
the disloyal. In your treatment of the latter class of persons, give due 
weight to the fact that their country has heretofore been exclusively 
under rebel sway. As a general rule, let their future rather than their 
past conduct determine the treatment they are to receive. Above all, 
maintain perfect discipline among your troops. Allow no depredations 
upon property by either officers or men. Whatever measures of severity 
against rebels it may be necessary or expedient to adopt, let them be 
adopted by you and executed under your specific order, and not by irre- 
sponsible officersandmen. Burning of houses or other destruction of prop- 
erty, except in case of absolute military necessity, is strictly prohibited. 

You will, as far as practicable, subsist your troops upon the country, 
taking care, however, not to reduce any of the inhabitants to want. 
Funds will be furnished your quartermaster and commissary with which 
to pay for supplies taken from loyal people. All property purchased, 
captured, or appropriated for the use of the troops must be duly ac- 
counted for, whether paid for or not, and vouchers given when pay is 
' not, such vouchers to be settled hereafter as the Government may direct. 


* Some matters of detail omitted. 


726 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N, W. (Omar. XXXIV. 


Necessary supplies which cannot be obtained in the country will be 
drawn from Devall’s Bluff or other more convenient depot. If it be 
found impracticable to draw supplies from any depot, the rations will 
be reduced to such as can be obtained in the country. 

You will communicate with Major-General Steele, or other officer who 
may be in command at Little Rock, so as to keep him advised of every- 
thing of public interest and receive his co-operation in case of necessity. 

You will make frequent detailed reports of all your operations to these 
headquarters. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
[Inclosure.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
No. 327. } Saint Louis, Mo., November 30, 1863. 

I. The District of Southeastern Missouri is united to and will hereafter 
form part of the District of Saint Louis. Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk will 
relieve Col. R. R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, in command of 
the District of Saint Louis. 

II. Col. R. R. Livingston is assigned to the command of the District 
of Northeastern Arkansas, with headquarters at Batesville. The limits 
of this district will for the present be left undefined. It will embrace 
all of Northeastern Arkansas not occupied by the troops under command 
of Major-General Steele. : 

The First Nebraska,Cavalry, the battalion of the Eleventh Missouri 
Cavalry now at Rolla, and one section of Battery D, Second Missouri 
Artillery, are assigned to Colonel Livingston’s command. With these 
troops, Colonel Livingston will march from Rolla as soon as practicable, 
and proceed to carry out instructions furnished him herewith. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Schofield: 

OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL Poca Hpqrs. DIstRIcT oF Saint LOUIS, 
No. 47. Saint Louis, Mo., November 30, 1863. 

The undersigned, having been ordered to assume a command in the 
field, relinquishes the district to Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk. 

In parting from my comrades, I deem it my duty to state that, during 
my ministration of affairs in this district, the officers and men of the 
command performed their respective duties in a most energetic and 
praiseworthy manner, and I tender them my warmest thanks for their. 
hearty co-operation. 

To the staff officers of the district I am indebted for the zeal, ability, 
and fidelity with which they discharged the duties of their respective 
departments. 

For the faithful discharge of every duty assigned them, and the sol- 
dierly conduct of the Enrolled Militia of the district, who were called 
out upon an emergency, and who responded promptly, though at a 
sacrifice of great personal interests, the officers and men thereof have 
my heartiest thanks. 

Rk. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel First Nebraska Cavalry. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield 
commanding, for November, 1863 ; headquarters Saint Louis, Mo. 
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CAMP FIFTEEN MILES EAST OF DONIPHAN, 
December 1, 1863. 
General Fisk: 


I arrived here last evening, and find, from reliable information, that 
there is no force at Doniphan, nor has there been. I have reliable in- 
formation, however, of a squad of rebels, numbering 90, supposed to be 
in command of Reves and Sickles. They had a dismounted howitzer 
with them, carrying itin an ambulance. They were seen 50 miles west 
of Poplar Bluff, making for Ash Hill Wednesday night, to concentrate, 
day before yesterday, at about10 a.m. Ishall start for the Ash Hill 
in a few minutes, and shall reach there to-night. 

SAML. MONTGOMERY, 
Major. 


Fort SmitH, ARK., December 1, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


The train General Blunt brought through from Fort Scott is here— 
248 [wagons], by this morning’s report. All not repairing are in use 
collecting wheat and corn for grinding, carrying stores to troops in the 
field, or collecting forage. The post quartermaster has 60 more wagons 
in forage and feed business. 1 have sent no train to Little Rock, because 
I have neither been able to get wagons from the quartermaster nor sup- 
ply mounted guard. There is a train within 80 miles, on the Line road, 
which, when it arrives, I expect to have transportation so that I can 
draw on Little Rock for supplies. The Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry are 
with it. The train to Little Rock should start each month, and be 200 
wagons, each with a strong guard. We make no requisition on Fort 
Scott, but have on Springfield. I did not report on McDonald stock, 
as the provost-marshal found it only an ordinary stock of merchandise. 
My personal observations confirm this report. The ostensible parties’ 
are McDonald and Brooks. General Blunt has not returned to Fort 
Leavenworth. He is acting under authority of the War Department 
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as commissioner to raise the Eleventh Regiment Colored Troops. He 
asked my aid in that capacity. Desirous to facilitate the service, and 
with respect to his rank, I have assigned him an office and such assist- 
ance as his duty requires. By General Blunt’s train we received 100,000 
rations, without flour and little hard bread. By the coming train we 
will have as much more, with 20,000 rations of hard bread. The supply 
by each train is badly wanted. ‘ 
JOHN McNEIL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., December 2, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN POPE, Milwaukee: 


By direction of the Secretary of War, Brig. Gen. B. S. Roberts is re- 
lieved from all command in the Department of the Northwest. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., December 2, 1863. 


Brigadier-General SANBORN, Springfield, Mo. : 

General McNeil telegraphs that the enemy, in force, are apparently 
approaching Fort Smith. McNeil needs re-enforcements, especially 
artillery. If you can possibly spare any troops, move them in that 
direction, with orders to communicate with General McNeil, and to join 
him if he requires them. He also needs ammunition for small-arms. 
See if you can supply him from Springfield. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., December 2, 1863. 
Colonel CATHERWOOD, 
Sixth Missouri State Militia, Comdg. Arkansas Expedition: 
COLONEL: I desire to send some forces to or toward Fort Smith at 
once. You will, therefore, return to this point with as little delay as 
possible, unless you have a prospect of accomplishing a good deal in a 
very short time by remaining out. You will communicate by the bearer 
where you are and what information you have, and when and by what 
route I may expect you into Springfield. Nothing of importance here. 
Very respectfully, yours, &c., 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DIstRicT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., December 2, 1863. 
Jolonel HARRISON, 
Commanding at Fayetteville : 
COLONEL: General McNeil telegraphs that the eneiny, in force, is ap- 
parently approaching Fort Smith, and that he needs re-enforcements. 


¢ 
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You will report to him two sections of your artillery and one-half of 
your effective cavalry force, ready to move to his support at a moment’s 
notice, and upon orders from him direct to you. I ‘willsend through an 
ammunition train to-day with a large escort, which will be ordered to 
remain at Fayetteville until orders from you, until your force returns, if 
it should be ordered away by General MeNeil (viz, the force ordered to 
be held in readiness tomarch). If there is immediate need of strength- 

ening Fayetteville, you will communicate it, and I will order force from 


Cassville at once. 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier. General, Commanding. 


PATTERSON, Mo., December 3, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. FISK: . 

All is quiet below. I can hear of no force whatever, except what was 
at Bloomfield. I have heard of a small bunch or two of guerrillas. My 
men are after them. Iwillkeepthem hot. Nothing from Montgomery. 

; W. LEEPER, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


WASHINGTON, December 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN PoPE, Milwaukee : 
Please report whether the site for a military post on Red River has 
been determined on, and whether any steps have been taken for its con- 


struction. 
H. W. HALLECK. 


MILWAUKEE, December 3, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK: 

It has been determined to establish the post at Devil’s Lake, but it 
cannot be done till spring. Hatch’s battalion of cavalry winters near 
Pembina. Abercrombie will be moved northwest to James River in 
spring. Appropriations for posts on that frontier unnecessary ; troops 
can build for themselves temporary barracks. Tull details by mail. 

® JNO. POPE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, Wis., December 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I sent a telegram yesterday in reply to yours of same 
date asking if a site for the military post on the Red River of the North, 
for which an appropriation has been made, had been selected, and. if 
any steps had been taken for its construction. That you may under- 
stand my purposes fully, I submit respectfully the following statement: 

The campaign of this summer has pushed the Sioux Indians far 
beyond the Red River Valley, and all of the tribes north and east of 
the Missouri River, after their severe punishment, are suing for peace. 
It is my purpose early in the spring to establish a post on Devil’s Lake, 
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which will be occupied by the four mounted companies of Hatch’s bat- 
talion and two or three companies of infantry, and to push Fort Aber- 
crombie due west, or nearly so, to the James River, on the Upper 
Cheyenne. These two posts, with one on the Missouri River (Fort 
Pierre), will form a chain of posts from Devil’s Lake to the Missouri 
River, to the northwest of which the Sioux tribes east and north of the 
Missouri will be pushed. This line of posts completely covers the whole 
valley of the Red River from the Sioux Indians, and at a great distance 
from settlements. The posts will be supplied by way of the Missouri 
River, with much shorter land transportation than is now necessary 
to Fort Abercrombie, and they will to a great extent be separated from 
connection with Minnesota. ° 

On: the east side of Red River there are only Chippewa Indians, who | 
have always been peaceful, and, thus separated from other Indian tribes, 
are likely to remain so always. Their number is not large, and very re- 
cently a treaty has been made with them by Governor Ramsey, of Min- 
nesota, which yields up to the United States the whole valley of the 
Lower Red River for many miles on each side of the river. 

For the winter, Fort Abercrombie, on the Red River, with a very suffi- 
cient garrison, will be kept up, and Hatch’s battalion will winter at 
Pembina. There is not the slightest possibility of any danger from In- 
dians this winter in the valley of the Red River ; but, even if there were 
danger, the forces designated are fully sufficient. 

I do not consider it. at all advisable to expend a large sum of money 
to build a post on the Red River. It is not needed, nor likely to be. 
Neither do I consider it advisable anywhere on this frentier to make 
appropriations or to expend any considerable amounts for building 
posts. In the nature of things, such posts are temporary stations of 
troops, constantly changed and pushed farther to the west, either by 
the advance of white settlements or the withdrawal of the Indians as 
the gaine grows scarce by the establishment of posts. The troops can 
in all cases build such temporary barracks as they need, and can be, as 
they have been, made entirely comfortable. The length of time these 
posts are occupied is so short that it would be a waste of money to put | 
up buildings of an expensive and permanent character. If I find it 
necessary, I will use a part of the sum appropriated for the post on Red 
River in the construction of the post of Devil’s Lake, which will much 
better cover and protect the valley and navigation of the river than any 
post on the river itself. If the Chippewas on the east side of the river 
become troublesome (they are not the least likely to go to war), I can 
very readily send troops to occupy a temporary post at a proper point 
on the river, or, better still, among the Indians in their own country. 

Unless, therefore, there are reasons not connected with Indian affairs, 
and of which I know nothing, I would respectfully advise that the money 
for the post on Red River be not at present expended. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. POPH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


os 


GENERAL ORDERS, )} Hpars. DEPT. OF THE Norruwest, 
No. 45. § Milwaukee, Wis., December 4, 1863. 


I. All general orders from these headquarters, constituting the mili- 
tary districts of Iowa and Dakota, are hereby revoked. 
II. The District of Iowa is hereby constituted to include the State of 
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Towa and the Territory of Dakota, under the command of Brig. Gen. 
Alfred Sully, with headquarters, for the winter, at Davenport, Iowa. 
By command of Major-General Pope: 
J. F. MELINE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, December 5, 1863. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 


Sir: The people of Arkansas, especially in the western portion of 
the State, are manifesting a very general disposition to return to their 
allegiance. Indeed, as you are aware, many of them have always main- 
tained their fidelity as far as it has been in their power to doso. They 
now seem anxious to organize a loyal State government and elect mem- 
bers to Congress. Application has recently been made to me for an 
order calling an election for Representative in the Van Buren district. 
I have not encouraged the proposition to hold an election at this time for 
two reasons: First, because I do not think the State is yet in a fit con- 
dition to hold an election, and, second, because I am in doubt as to what 
policy the Government desires to be pursued, if, indeed, any general rule 
cap be adopted for States which must differ widely in the temper and 
spirit of the people, even after armed rebellion within their limits is 
subdued. Whatever is to be done hereafter, and in other States, I have 
thought it advisable for the present simply to organize the loyal people 
of Arkansas in a military way, so as to give them strength, develop their 
numbers, cause them to pledge themselves to each other and to the 
Government, and enable them to maintain their fidelity, and to protect 
themselves after they have avowed their allegiance. This can be ac- 
complished by the organization of Union clubs throughout the State, 
with a central club at Little Rock, to which all shall report, and through 
which I can learn the strength of the loyal sentiment in all parts of 
the State. This organization can only be effected so fast as military 
protection can be given. I propose to give this protection as fast as 
practicable, without interfering with the operations against the enemy’s 
main force, by the organization of Arkansas volunteers and by arming 
the loyal men who remain at home and organizing them as Home 
Guards. This latter organization can at present be effected with safety 
only north of the Arkansas River. The country south of that river is 
yet too much exposed to guerrilla raids to justify the arming of the 
people. So far as I can judge from the evidence heretofore received, 
the feeling of the people, especially in Western Arkansas, is very gen- 
erally in favor of freedom as a fundamental principle in the reorganiza- 
tion of their State government. I believe at the proper time, and that 
not very distant, there will be no difficulty in securing an amendment 
to their State constitution prohibiting slavery forever. This feeling is 
rapidly increasing, and, in my opinion, no harm, or, at least, more good 
than harm, will result in permitting it to grow under the potent influ- 
ence of a purely military government for some time to come. If I may 
be permitted to volunteer a suggestion in such matters, I would not 
recommend any attempt at the organization of a State government or 
representation in Congress until, by the method I have suggested, or 
some other, the strength of the loyal sentiment be ascertained and also 
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‘the temper of the people on the question of slavery. _At the risk of 
anticipating the development of the policy of the administration on this 
subject, I will venture the opinion that the State of Arkansas should 
be permitted to return to the enjoyment of her full rights and privileges 
as a State in the Union when she is prepared to do so as a free State, 
and not sooner. I express this opinion simply with reference to Arkan- 
sas, not presuming to judge of other States not in my department. 

I would be glad, Mr. Secretary, to receive any instructions you may 
be pleased to give me on this subject. If intrusted with the execution 
of the policy of the Goveriument in this matter, I will devote my utmost 
efforts to secure the desired resulis. 

The greatly improved condition of Missouri and Kansas will soon 
enable me to leave them to the care of subordinate commanders, while 
the proposed advance of Major-General Steele’s column to the Red River, 
or, perhaps, into Texas, will leave Arkansas in a fit condition for the 
gradual, but I believe speedy, development of a loyal civil government. 

If you approve my suggestions, or give me other instructions, I pro- 
pose to visit Little Rock and other places in Arkansas during the 
present winter, for the purpose of carrying out the policy which may be 
adopted. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TROOPS ON THE BORDER, 
Trading Post, Kans., December 5, 1863. 
J. M. HADLEY, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., District uf the Border : 


Sir: I have the honor to report that I have just returned from a 
scout in. Bates County, Missouri, having been absent seven days. I 
find a small gang of bushwhackers on the Osage River, below Tappens- 
ville [Papinsville?], in number about 28. They are the old gang of 
Marchbanks’ company. It is their intention to winter in Bates County, 
if possible. They scatter when approached, but I think they can be 
trapped. I start another scout after them to-morrow. 

I find quite a number of families living in Bates, on the eastern line, 
who have returned from Henry County on written and verbal permits 
from the militia of Henry County. I have ordered them all out of the 
district again, but think some of them will have to be hauled out before 
they go. In regard to the resettlement of Bates and Vernon Counties, 
J think two settlements can be made on the eastern side, one on Deep 
Waters and one on Panther Creek. I have some doubts, however, 
about 30 men at each place being able to prove their loyalty and comply 
with Genera] Orders, No. 20. I find also several men gathering up hogs 
in the eastern part of Bates County, who have passes from the com- 
manding officer at Clinton, by authority of the general commanding 
District of the Border. 

The country is very much devastated by prairie fires, many good 
farms being destroyed, and the loss seems to have fallen heavier on the 
loyal than disloyal. 

I saw and conversed with some of the best and most reliable Union 
men (now in Henry County), formerly of Bates, who intend to avail 
themselves of the privileges of Orders, No. 20, as soon as they find 
that enough will attempt it to make it safe. 
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There have been no applications here for permits to settle on the west- 
ern side of Bates or Vernon Counties. About 100 negroes arrived here 
last night from Missouri; the most of the men will enlist. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. LYNDE, 


Colonel Ninth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, Commanding. 


oe 


HEADQUARTERS SAINT LOUIS DISTRICT, 
Saint Louis, Mo., December 6, 1863. 
Col. R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Comdg. District of Northeastern Arkansas, Rolla, Mo.: 


My information from your district locates McRae at Smithville, Ark., 
with about 1,800 Confederate rascals. You will probably demoralize 
him somewhat within afew days. ‘The carnage at Bloomfield has ceased ; 
dead are buried, and wounded properly cared for. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., December 7, 1863. 
General FRED. STEELE: 


GENERAL: General McNeil informs me that it will be difficult for 
him to furnish escort for. his trains from Fort Smith to Little Rock with- 
out leaving his force too weak for defense. Perhaps you may be able 
to assist him by furnishing escort for his trains a part of the way—say, 
from Little Rock to Dardanelle, thus leaving the force sent out by him 
near enough to be called in in case of danger. Please do so, if you can. 
Also, if you have transportation not otherwise employed, I would be 
glad if you would send a train of commissary stores to Fort Smith. 
MeNeil’s transportation is hardly sufficient. When the river rises, I 
want to send up supplies enough to last several months. I will starta 
boat from here as soon as I learn that the riveris highenough. If you 
can send one from Little Rock, do so on the first rise of the river. I 
have heard nothing further of Banks’ movements, except newspaper 
reports, which indicate that Franklin has returned down the river. If 
this is true, it will, of course, force you to remain on the Arkansas. 

In one of your late letters you ask if there is any authority to con- 
script negroes. I am not aware of any such authority, except the gen- 
eral law of military necessity. Whether such necessity exists in Ar- 
kansas, you alone are the judge. The administration desires to enlist 
all the negro troops that can be obtained, but, as I understand, by vol- 
untary enlistment only. You ask also, éAm JI in two departments 7” 
This I can’t answer. The authority given to General Grant a year ago 
“to assume command of any troops in Arkansas within reach of his 
orders ” still exists. So I suppose he may at any time send you an 
order, if he chooses to do so. Some time ago I wrote to General Hal- 
leck asking for‘a more definite division of departments. He said it was 
not practicable at that time. 

Very respectfully, your ae Berane 
. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General. 
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Hpgrs. SEVENTH SuB-DIsT., CENTRAL DIST. OF MISSOURI, 
Clinton, Mo., December 9, 1863. 
Capt. JAMES H. STEGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Central Missourt : 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with Special 
Orders, No. 237, dated Headquarters District of Central Missouri, De- 
cember 4, 1863, I arrived at this place yesterday, and have assumed 
command of all troops serving in the sub-district. I have ordered all 
troops from Kansas found in the district, unless with undoubted 
authority, to be arrested and sent to these headquarters for investiga- 
tion as to their authority for being here. I will, as early as possible, 
report all the facts connected with the depredations committed by 
Kansas troops. 
Very respectfully, 
. B. F. LAZEAR, 
Lieut. Col. First Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Commanding. 


PATTERSON, Mo., December 9, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Fisk: 

Nothing new. My men have got in again; they killed a very bad jay- 
hawker and a deserter from the United States Army. This is three in 
the last two days, and we are still after them, and will get more of them 
to-day or to-morrow, I think. 

W. T. LEEPER, 


Captain. 


PATTERSON, Mo., December 9, 1863. 
General FIsk: 

I have information, I think reliable, that Reves’ old company have re- 
turned from Price. This gives him about 56 more. He sent up two of 
his men yesterday to ascertain my strength. I have sent after them. 
This will give Reves and Cunningham about 150 men, and Crandall 400, 
making in all about 550. I have for duty, when all together, about 150 
men. I can whip them if they come, unless I have too many of my 
men south. 

W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain. 


PATTERSON, Mo., December 9, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. Fisk, 
Commanding Saint Louis District : 

Sir: Since I have been down here, a gang of guerrillas have been 
most of the time on Big Creek, some 15 miles above here. We killed 
one shortly after we came here. I have had men after them now for 
several days. On yesterday they came up with three of them, on Black 
River, in the lower part of Reynolds County. They kilied two of them 
and wounded the third one, but the wounded man got away from them. 
J had six men out. , There are only two of the gang left. I have men 
after them, and I think they will get them also. I have then afew more 
to gobble up. ‘The late expedition below did not amount to much. I 
do not see why; we will never have a better chance at them than we 
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then had. I cannot see why the rebels were allowed to stay twelve or 
fourteen hours within 3 miles of them, and then move off, and cross the 
Saint Francis River unmolested. Icannotsee why this wasdone. Every- 
thing went onright; the moves were rapid, and the connection fine until 
Bloomfield was reached; then the thing appeared to move badly. I 
cannot see why the commanding officer should stay at Bloomfield and 
his command go to Chalk Bluff, 45 miles distant. General, vou have 
‘tried hard to get these rascals, but somehow the thing stops when ac- 
tivity should begin. Icannot tell why. It all may be strategy, but such 
strategy willnever destroy the rebels in Southeastern Missouri. General, 
you have tried harder to put down marauders in Southeastern Missouri 
than has ever been done by any commander with the means you had at 
command, but your plans have not been pushed forward by others with 
the energy and promptness they should have been. This is what I 
think about matters, and you know we always talk plainly about these 
matters. I will be off in a few days; I amdetermined to destroy the 
powder-mills on Eleven Point River, and I think I will get several jay- 
hawkers in my rounds. I am not strong enough here to go to Pocahon- 
tas now. We have heard that Colonel Livingston is to pass through 
here with a brigade of United States soldiers of African descent. I 
would be very glad to see this. I want to make a flank movement with 
him, if heshould come. I would be greatly pleased to see the Southern 
chivalry subjugated by the African. We are drilling every day. We 
have our quarters well fixed up, and stables for nearly all of our horses. 
We are doing finely now, and will do so, if you and the rebels will allow 
us to stay here. 
Your obedient servant, 
W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


Fort SMITH, ARK., December 9, 1863. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: A sense of justice to myself, as well as duty to the Government, 
prompts me to address you directly in reference to my present position. 
About the last of October, when upon the eve of leaving Fort Scott for 
this place, I received General Orders, No. 118, Department of the Mis- 
souri, copy of which I inclose.* This order made it imperative that I 
should be relieved at Fort Smith, and, having no means of communica- 
tion with General McNeil, I therefore moved immediately to this place, 
with a large supply train and all the available troops at Fort Scott, con- 
tinuing to exercise the command of the District of the Frontier until I 
should be relieved by my successor at the place designated in this order. 
On my arrival here, I found that General McNeil had assumed command 
seven days previous to my arrival, and while I have acquiesced in this 
action, yet I have never formally relinquished the command. ‘There is 
no difficulty or misunderstanding, however, between myself and General 
McNeil. On thecontrary, there being much dissatisfaction manifested 
throughout the Army of the Frontier at the action of the department 
commander, I have availed myself of every opportunity to inspire it 
with confidence in my successor and strengthen his hands for usefulness. 

Upon my arrival here I received .your letter of the 30th of ‘October, 
authorizing me to organize the Eleventh Regiment United States Col- 


*See order of October 19, 1863, p. 666. 
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ored Troops, and that regiment being so far advanced in its organization 
that my presence here is no longer necessary for that purpose, I await 
the orders of the War Department to assign me to other duties. It is 
my wish to have a field for active service, if the Government has any 
use for me; if not, I desire to resign my position in the army, one which 
I have never sought or asked for. I deem it my duty to say that I shall 
not report to General Schofield by letter from Leavenworth City, as di- _ 
rected in his Orders, No. 118, or hold any further intercourse or commu- 
nication with him, except to prefer charges against him for incompetency 
and cowardice in connection with his military operations in the South- 
west a year ago. In determining upon this course of action, I disclaim 
any intention to manifest a spirit of insubordination toward my supe- 
riors; I cannot acknowledge General Schofield as my superior officer 
until he is a major-general. I think the President simply made a mis- 
take when, under the act of Congress authorizing him to “ assign officers 
of the same grade to command in the same field or department without 
regard to seniority of rank,” he assigned a brigadier-general to com- 
mand major-generals. I have never been disposed to be factious upon 
a simple question of rank, affecting myself, when the interest of the 
country, which should always be paramount to all personal considera- 
tion, required an acquiescence in what might appear unjust in itself. 
Had the President seen proper to assign to the command of the De- 
. partment of the Missouri a man with the rank of colonel, who was a 
true soldier and a gentleman in his official intercourse, I should not have 
demurred, but would have cheerfully obeyed his orders and co-operated 
with him in advancing the interest of the Government. But my own 
sense of manhood and self-respect, as well as a just regard for the repu- 
tation of the soldiers who have been under my command, will not longer 
permit me to submit to the outrages of a man not my superior, who, 
when the truth of history shall be vindicated, will be proven unworthy 
the trust the Government has committed to him. 

It was not sufficient for him (Schofield) to abandon his command in 
the face of the enemy in the fall of 1862, but, after I had labored under 
every disadvantage to save their reputation, and had succeeded in mak- 
ing a successful campaign, successively defeating and destroying a rebel 
force three times my number, he returned to the field only to commence 
an unjustifiable and wanton crusade against me, personally, for no other 
reason that Ican conceive than because I punished traitors; and, further- 
more, when, through some strange influence, difficult to be understood 
by the true friends of the Government and administration, he is placed 
in command of the Department of the Missouri, he continues to pursue 
his malignity by endeavoring to have the small command under me upon 
the Arkansas River destroyed and cut to pieces while struggling with 
an enemy three times their number, and for no other reason than to 
justify his personal hatred toward me, while at the same time he sends 
his smelling committees into my camp as spies upon my actions, while 
with all the available force of my command I was in pursuit of the 
enemy, although prostrated by sickness as well as being in the face of 
the enemy, and at the risk of my life from disease, prosecuting the only 
active military operations in his department. A majority of these smell- 
ing gentlemen were drunken vagabonds, while at least two of the num- 
ber are known to have received bribes while in the discharge of their 
official duties. Their slanders upon the Army of the Frontier, gotten 
up in pursuance of the preconcerted programme at Saint Louis, receive, 
as they merit, the just contempt of every soldier composing it. 

My time has been hitherto too much occupied with the armed enemies 
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of the Government in front of me to give any attention to personal 
enemies and traducers in my rear, who, having never been themselves 
in hearing of the enemy’s guns, devote their energies to secret plottings 
against me to distract public attention from their own shortcomings. 
Among this class General Schofield has been the most conspicuous; and 
being now, for the first time since I entered the service, temporarily re- 
lieved from duty, I intend that the country shall have the benefit of his 
true military record, with which I claim to be quite familiar since he 
came out into Southwestern Missouri, in the fall of 1862, to take com- 
mand of the Army of the Frontier, and I shall be content to leave to 
impartial judges whether he is a hero or something else. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. G. BLUNT, 


Major-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., December 10, 1863—2.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECE, ‘ 
General-in- Chief : 

General Steele informs me that Price is again advancing toward Little 
Rock. Some of the Texas troops, lately at Shreveport, are with him. 
Is it true that General Banks’ force has retired down Red River? If so, 
Steele will be much exposed. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


. Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Smith, Ark., December 10, 1863. 
Maj. OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Sir: By direction of the general commanding, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith copy of letter received by flag of truce from General 
Steele, commanding Confederate forces Indian Territory, and General 
MeNeil’s reply to the same. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, ‘ 
T. J. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


({Inclosures.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Near Doaksville, December 3, 1863. 


Sim: I send in charge of Dr. Duval, and under the protection of flag 
of truce, Mrs. Waterman, wife of Surgeon [William B.] Waterman, U. 
S. Army; also Mrs. Rogers, whose friends reside in Fort Smith, and 
Miss Kennedy. This party will protect from robbery any families who 
may be permitted to return with them. The prisoners of war in my 
hands having been reported to the commander of the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department, are subject to his orders. The list of prisoners con- 
fined at Fort Smith, sent by the last flag, contains the names of some 
who are known as not belonging to the Confederate Army, and others 
who are unknown. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
47 R R—VOL XXII, PT Il 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Smith, Ark., December 9, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM STEELE, 
Near Doaksville, Ind. T.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note 
under date of the 3d instant, by flag of truce. Considering that it may 
be among the possibilities that you have sent this flag and detail under 
some arrangement with local authority, made previous to my assuming 
command, I have extended to them the usual courtesies due by belliger- 
ents.to flags of truce from the enemy. But I have entirely ignored their 
official character; have placed them under guard, and ordered them to 
commence at 9 a. m. to-morrow their return beyond the Federal lines. 

I have the further honor to suggest to you that matters of family, 


personal, and individual interest only are not proper subjects of inter- 


course by a flag of truce between hostile armies. Important and neces- 
sary business communications, and such only as may be requisite under 
the laws of civilized warfare, and for the interests of our common 
humanity, can from hereafter be the subjects of our correspondence by 
flags of truce. Any further detail sent by you or any other Confeder- 
ate authority under, a flag of truce, under any pretext similar to that 
one on which the flag of truce arrived to-day, will be detained and con- 
sidered a hostile force irregularly within our lines. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


PRIVATE. | Fort SMITH, ARK., December 10, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD: 


GENERAL: Everything seems to be moving along regularly in this 
district. General Blunt is still here, and his immediate friends are 
urging every effort to promote his interests and advancement. Still, 
all their efforts are of a subdued nature. We have no more of that 
noisy insolence so much in vogue when General Blunt was first relieved. 

The opinion generally prevails that Blunt is hand-in-glove with some 
of the army speculators hereabouts, but General McNeil tells me that 
he has failed to find ‘evidence sufficient to warrant action. Of course, 
Blunt and his friends still claim that he is not under your orders nor 
subject to your authority; neither do they fail to assault you in every 
conceivable manner, but this circle is rapidly narrowing down, numer- 
ically speaking. The “Blunt circle” may be select; it certainly is not 
numerous. 

General McNeil is warmly your friend, and is working faithfully and 
energetically. I believe his administration will be a complete success. 

General Blunt announces that he is going to Kansas in ‘‘ the course 


of time.” He holds that he had to come here to turn over the command | 


_ to General McNeil, and also to attend to his recruiting business. Gen- 
eral McNeil does not think either cause justified him in coming here; 
neither does any other sensible person. 

I will endeavor to let nothing of importance to you escape my ob- 
servation along the line of my route; and on my return will give you 
the benefit of my observation and. experience. I hope to be through 


here the first of next week, and shall return by the way of Fort Scott. — 


en 
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If I can be of any service to you in other ways than I am at present, I 
hope you will advise me. 

While General McNeil treats General Blunt with studied courtesy, I 
think he knows him thoroughly, and‘is watching him. closely. Many 
subordinate matters I can talk to you about on my return. I must con- 
gratulate you on the kindness and cordiality I have invariably heard 
you spoken of, and the earnest wishes expressed for your final triumph 
over the “embattled hosts of darkness,” to all of which do I most heart- 
ily cry, “Amen.” 

Most truly, yours, 
CHAMPION VAUGHAN. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 11, 1863. 


Major-General SCHOFIELD, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


General Banks, when last heard from, proposed to operate from New 
Orleans toward Red River. Should he do so, it will assist General 
Steele; but, as his plans have been so often changed, it is not safe to 
rely upon them. You will, therefore, give General Steele all the assist- 
ance in your power. I will also telegraph to General Grant to do the 


same. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 11, 1863. 
Major-General GRANT, Chattanooga, Tenn. : 

General Steele reports that the rebel forces, under Price, and from 
Texas, are advancing upon Little Rock. It is also reported that they 
are seriously threatening West Tennessee and the Mississippi River. 
Admiral Porter reports that Port Hudson is also threatened. Would 
it not be well, under these circumstances, to send back some troops to 
Hurlbut, so that the troops detached from Steele and Schofield to West 
Tennessee may be returned, and also to instruct General McPherson 
to assist, if necessary, General Banks’ forces on the Lower Mississippi? 
Rebel papers received here indicate that an effort will be made to re- 
close the Mississippi River during the absence of your army and that of 
General Banks. The movement of the latter on the Rio Grande was 
unexpected, and contrary to the advice of the Government. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Lowis, December 11, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, Little Rock, Ark.: 
_ GENERAL: Your letter of the 3d was received yesterday. I tele- 

graphed General Halleck its substance, and asked him if Banks’ force 
had retired down the Red River, as reported in the news dispatches. He 
~ replies: 
Banks, when last heard from, proposed to operate from New Orleans toward Red 


River. Should he do so, it will assist General Steele; but, as his plans have been 
so often changed, it is not safe to rely upon them. 
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He also directs me to give you all the assistance I can, and says he 
will telegraph Grant to do the same. I am notable tosend you much 
force at present. Livingston started from Rolla yesterday. I have 
directed him to move down and join‘you, if you call upon him. I have 
also sent a colored regiment to Helena, and will probably be able to send 
several more before long. I will have about two more cavalry regi- 
ments to spare in a short time, and will send them across the country. 
I will write you more fully soon. 

Very respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


Fort SmiryH, ARK., December 11, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD : 

My reconnoitering party south have just reported, as follows: They © 
passed through Mount Ida the 4th, finding nothing there. A small 
force of rebels had been there the day before. They went via ‘ 
within 6 milesof Murfreesborough. Another party went to Hot Springs. 
They ascertained that Marmaduke, with a force of 600 cavalry, had 
passed there a few hours ahead of them, giving out that he intended to 
attack Benton, where a smail force of General Steele’s was stationed. 
Shelby and the rest of Marmaduke’s forces were at Okolona, on the 
Washita River, and estimated at 4,000 men. Their transportation was 
very poor, and their men deserting very fast. Colonel Dorsey (rebel) is 
in the mountains between Benton and Hot Springs, and has 400 men. 
A prisoner from Marmaduke’s command reported 8,000 men on the 7th 
at Okolona. Price is at Woodlawn, in Ouachita County, 20 miles west 


of Camden, with 6,000 infantry. Price’s infantry are supposed to be 


going into winter quarters, as they are building cabins close to Wood- — 
Jawn and hauling large quantities of forage. Kirby Smith is at Monroe, 
La., near Red River. Cabell has gone to Texas. His transportation is 
in tolerable good order ; rations scarce, and men poorly clothed. 
JOHN MoNEIL, 
Brigadier- General. 


PATTERSON, Mo., December 11, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. CLinTON B. Fisk, 
Commanding District of Saint Louis, Mo. : | 

Sir: The citizens of Cedar Creek, Wayne County, Missouri, discov- 

ered on the 9th instant 5 armed men, supposed to belong to the Hilde- — 
brandt gang. They killed 1, wounded 1, and captured 2. I have the - 
two prisoners. One of them was along when I was bushwhacked. He — 
is a regular guerrilla. I know he will get away, for our men are very 
careless about prisoners. They took $130 in Confederate money from 
the man who was killed, which I inclose to you. They report that 
Reves is in Cherokee Bay, with 150 men; that Crandall had crossed 
Black River at Pocahontas, going west. This was after he had been at 
Bloomfield. They also state that we have about 1,000 men at Jackson- 
port. Ihavemenoutnow. I think they will bein to-morrow. They will 
be apt to find somebody. They may say what they please about my 
company, I have the best scouting company in this district. They can 
find and kill more guerrillas than any of them (perhaps their knowledge 
of the country is the cause of it). Guerrillas have a hot time of it‘here 
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now. I can send out 5 men, and in one day they can get 15 armed 
citizens with them. I think the citizens will keep them out from here 
in a short time. 1 let you know everything that goes on here. Some 
days I hear nothing from below, but I will keep posted on all matters 
of the least importance. I am not the least uneasy about them getting 
the better of me here, unless they should happen to get in on me un- 
awares, and this I donot think they cando. We take all the precaution 
to guard against surprise that our force will allow, and three minutes 
is all the notice I want, unless I should have more men out on scouts 
than I would wish, but we will try to be ready to meet any emergency. 


Respectfully, elt caster 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, Ark., December 12, 1863. 


- Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 
Comdg. Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 


GENERAL: Your letter in regard to an advance, &¢., and the copy of 
General Halleck’s letter on the same subject have been received. It is 
true that my troops are scattered, but it would be very difficult to pro- 
tect the interests of the loyal citizens, or to recruit to any considerable 
extent in Arkansas, if they should be more concentrated. You will 
recollect that my disposition of the forces is pretty nearly the same as 
that recommended by yourself and the General-in-Chief. It is very 
difficult now to prevent the rebels from overrunning the State, and, 
perhaps, making incursions into Missouri. Our existence depends upon 
the railroad between here and Devall’s Bluff, and, notwithstanding the 
large force employed to protect it, the rebels succeeded yesterday in 
tearing up the track, burning a culvert, and throwing the locomotive 
off the track. Fortunately, no very great damage was done. 

If Pine Bluff, Lewisburg, and Dardanelle should be abandoned, it 
would open to the enemy the richest part of the State for supplies, and 
give them a chance to burn an immense amount of cotton. If the post 
now occupied by our troops can be held until the Arkansas rises so as 
to be navigable, this property can be saved to us, and the shipment 
from,the North of flour, forage, and beef to a considerable extent ren- 
dered unnecessary. It will then be impossible to advance across the 
country to Red River, on account of bad roads, wide bottoms, and im- 
passable streams. If we were to advance now, it would require our 
whole force to meet the enemy, who would, probably, avoid an engage- 
ment, and when we should get far enough from our base, they would 
fall in behind us, and overrun the whole country, perhaps, into Mis- 
souri. They are, probably, prepared for this very contingency. Their 
infantry is all mounted; they have no foot soldiers. They will be 
pressed in the rear by Banks. Their supplies are becoming scarce, 
and they will have no other chance of escape. By the time we could 
-reach Red River, the roads behind us would be impracticable for trains, 
and what assurance have we that Washita and Red Rivers will not be 
held by the enemy in Louisiana? It is reported here by people who 
know the facts that there are fortifications on both rivers. There is no 
doubt about there being works at Shreveport and Harrisonburg. 

Colonel Merrill has just returned from making a reconnaissance in 
force. He reports the forces under Holmes about 15,000, including con- 
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scripts and paroled prisoners from Vicksburg and Port Hudson. This 
is exclusive of the troops under Taylor and Walker, in Louisiana, and 
those under Steele and Cooper, who attacked Waldron a short time 
since. 

The redoubt now being constructed here by Captain Wheeler, Engi- 
neers, will be completed in about a week. As soon as the Arkansas 
becomes navigable, 1 am credibly informed that the country between 
here and the Washita will be impracticable for even horsemen, Saline 
bottom being over 2 miles wideand quicksand. The road between here 
and Benton is now very bad, and will be entirely impracticable. I there- 
fore recommend that the posts now occupied by our troops be held by 
the Arkansas troops now raised and being raised and a part of our cav- 
alry, and that an expedition be sent from here, by water, up the 
Washita, to co-operate with Banks’ troops sent up the Red. It appears 
to me that by this plan we shall be able to drive from Arkansas all 
organized bodies of rebels. 

Last year the people of Arkansas were induced to commit themselves 
to the cause of the Union, and were afterward abandoned to the mercy 
of the rebels. I hope that no plan may be adopted which will give 
these people (the majority of whom are loyal to the United States) good 
reason to complain that they have been twice deceived by the promises 
of Federal commanders. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General. 


PRIVATE. | Fort SMITH, ARK., December 12, 1863. 
[ Major-General. SCHOFIELD :] 


GENERAL: Yesterday morning General Blunt sought me out at Gen- 
eral McNeil’s headquarters, and, in the presence of the latter officer, Mr. 
Hutchison, Lieutenant [Joseph T.] Tatum, and some other gentlemen, 
told me that he knew I was here as your representative, with the design of 
attending to him (Blunt). Ireplied that his offensive manner compelled 
me to decline any conversation with him. He then said he would like to 
facilitate my business, and in order to do this would read me a copy of 
a letter he had lately written and forwarded to Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. This letter he then read in the presence of the gentle- 
men I have named. The letter denounces you as a liar, an imbecile, 
and a coward. He declines obeying your orders, and distinctly affirms 
that he will not report to you. The letter is most shockingly indecent and 
offensive, and the Secretary of War is not the man I take him for if he 
does not hurl it back into the teeth of its author. After reading the letter, 
he publicly denounced you in the same strain; boasted of having once 
beat your confirmation, and of being able to beat you again; asserted 
his intention of writing your “record,” &c. To all of this I replied deter- 
minedly and defiantly. Without losing my temper, I sought to give him 
‘a Roland for his Oliver,” and to sustain you as an officer, a gentle- — 
man, and the commander of this department. I told General Blunt his 
letter was an outrage on all decency; that he had much better obey 
your orders; that he never had beat your confirmation and never could. 
General McNeil told me last night that he was as much shocked at 
General Blunt’s conduct as man could be, and that it was difficult for 
him to refrain from expressing his indignation. The idea of selecting 
headquarters for such a vulgar display he also regarded as almost per- 
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sonally insulting. He was also kind enough to compliment me on. the 
manner and matter with which I sustained myself and those persons 
General Blunt saw fit to assail. 

One thing only remains, in my opinion, to be done, and that seems to 
be demanded by every consideration; it is the placing of General Blunt 
where he belongs. Having sown the wind, let him reap the whirlwind. 
The time has passed for temporizing with the defiers of regulations, law, 
and common decency. A stern example should be sternly made. I 
shall remain here till this letter has time to reach you. If you desire 
any action, and wish my services, a telegram will notify me, and I will - 
do my duty. 

Having about finished my business for the State, I now proffer my 
services to you. If proper, I should like to have you place me upon your 
staff on the receipt of this, and I will remain with you at least till we 
see the end of this Blunt business. 

If you think it wise to abstain from any action at present, I will assent; 
but my voice now is distinctly and emphatically for war to the knife. 

Believe me, general, most respectfully and truly, yours, 
. CHAMPION VAUGHAN. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Lexington, December 12, 1863. 
General E. B. Brown, 
Commanding Central District of Missouri : 

My DEAR GENERAL: I have this moment received a letter from 
Colonel McFerran, at Warrensburg, inclosing yours of the 7th instant, 
in regard to arming the citizens of this district. I have been much in- 
terested on this subject, and when last in Saint Louis brought the matter 
to the notice of the Governor, who authorized me to place arms in the 
hands ofall who would organize for the protection of their neighborhoods 
against the thieving bands which are disturbing the peace of the coun- 
try. I have exerted myself to effect this object, but have thus far had 
no success. 

The people, more particularly of the western portion of this and the 
other counties of the district, are afraid to do anything which will 
bring them into additional peril, and all that they seem to desire is to 
be permitted to live. Their spirit is broken, and they appear bereft of 
every manly feeling. Nor is this to be wondered at. They have been 
oppressed and plundered until they are utterly discouraged in doing 
anything. The truth is, that the larger part of the population really 
have no property to protect, and they very reasonably (I think) conclude 
that their having arms would subject them to additional danger, not 
only from bushwhackers and guerrillas, but from the troops from Kansas 
and the border counties, who make almost daily incursions into this and 
other counties, and against whom they could offer no effectual opposi- 
tion. The outrages committed by these troops upon the people of this 
county, even since La Fayette has been disconnected from General 
Ewing’s command, are absolutely horrible to relate; and so long as this 
plundering of the country is to be sanctioned by the officers in com- 
mand, as has been the case, there can be no peace or quiet to the coun- 
try, and separated as the people are, it is impossible for them to resist 
large and organized bodies of troops. Why this is permitted by Gen- 
eral Schofield: I cannot imagine, unless he has arrived at the conclusion, 
which seems to prevail extensively elsewhere, that there are no loyal 
people in Missouri, and that their lives and property are not worth pro- 
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tecting. Strange that a people who, from the beginning, were willing 
to incur greater dangers and make greater sacrifices for the Govern- 
ment than any others in the Union—who were willing to meet banish- 
ment and death itself rather than surrender their government—should 
be left thus to be plundered by a lawless soldiery, their country deso- 
lated, and their wives and their children turned out of doors, houseless 
_ beggars, only because they happen to be interested in the institution of 
slavery, which has become unpopular, and men think that by oppressing 
those who are friendly to the institution they are making big licks toward 
their own political and military promotion. I shall not cease, general, 
to urge with all my might the organization you recommend, assured 
that it is the only thing to save our section from absolute destruction. 
I am, sir, most respectfully, your friend and obedient servant, 
RICH’D C. VAUGHAN. 


[P. S.J--There are a large number of guns here. Please instruct me 
as to the propriety of distributing them among the people (those who 
. can be trusted), or will it be necessary before doing so that they organ- 
ize into companies? I shall be glad to hear from you at your earliest 
convenience. 


Hpgrs. S1ixTH MISSOURI STATE MILITIA CAVALRY, 
Springfield, Mo,, December 13, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Commanding District of Southwestern Missouri : 


GENERAL: I would respectfully report that, on Friday, the 11th in- 
stant, as Sergeant [Henry C.] Crooks with 3 men were returning from 
Newtonia, they were attacked by a band of guerrillas in Federal uni- 
form. The deception was so great that the men had no chance to 
defend themselves. All, however, escaped but one (Private [Jefferson] 
Severns, of Company H, Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry), who 
was captured and hung. He was one of the paroled prisoners at Neo- 
sho, and, as you are aware, was returned to duty without exchange. I 
sent Captain Stall, with his company, in pursuit. He has just returned, 
and reports before he got up a company of Enrolled Missouri Militia 
came upon them, killing one of the guerrillas. Captain Stall scouted 
the country thoroughly, and left his lieutenant, with 20 men, to continue 
the search and bring in the body of Severns. ; 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. C. CAPHERWOOD, | 
Colonel, Commanding Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. DETACHMENT FIFTH MISSOURI STATE MILITIA Cav., 
Houston, Mo., December 14, 1863. 
J. LOVELL, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following as my report for 
the week ending December 13, 1863: ea 
On Tuesday, December 9, 1863, while 3 men of my command, belong- 
ing to Company D, Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, were out as 
escort to a wagon sent out for lumber, they were suddenly set upon by 
9 guerrillas and compelled to surrender. ‘They were taken to the brush 
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and kept all night, when, after being sworn, they were released. I sent 
a scout in pursuit, but they returned the following day without having 
had any success. 

The escort sent with the paymaster to Waynesville, upon its return 
march, divided into two squads, one of which came up Roubideaux and 
the other up Big Piney River. The two squads returned, one on the 
10th and the other on the 12th, without seeing or hearing of any guer- - 
rillas on the route. 

December 10, Lieutenant [W. C.] Bangs, Company D, Fifth Missouri 
State Militia Cavalry, with 15 men, started to Rolla as escort to train ; 
also Lieutenant [W. L.] Boyd, with a force of 20 men, started on a scout. 
in the direction of Mountain Store; has not yet returned. 

December 11, Lieut, S. A. Franklin, in obedience to orders, took up 
the march with his company (D) for Rolla. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD MURPHY, 
Captain, Commanding. 


GENERAL rexel Hpqrs. DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST, 
No. 48. Milccaukee, Wis., December 15, 1863. 


Capt. J. McC. Bell, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, having 
reported to the major-general commanding, in pursuance of Special 
Orders, No. 143, is assigned to duty as assistant adjutant-general at 
these headquarters. 

By command of Major-General Pope: 

. J. F. MELINE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


PATTERSON, Mo., December 19, 1863. 
General FIsk: , 

My scouts came in to-night from toward Doniphan. They report that 
Reves has got a colonel’s commission, and is conscripting every man 
between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, and has ordered all 
to report to him for duty, and when they all get together he will have 
1,000 men. Can this old scoundrel not be taken in or run out of the 
country? He is said to be about Doniphan. 

W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


PRIVATE. | . EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, December 21, 1863. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR: 


My DEAR Sir:t * * * Inregard to the Western matter, I believe 
the programme will have to stand substantially as I first put it. Hen- 
derson, and especially Brown, believe that the social influence of Saint 
Louis would inevitably tell injuriously upon General Pope in the par- 
ticular difficulty existing there, and 1 think there is some force in that 
view. As to retaining General 8. [Schofield] temporarily, if this should 


t Portion omitted relates to operations on the coast of South Carolina, June 12 to 
December 31, 1863, and will appear in Series I, Vol. XXVIII. 
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be done, I believe I should scarcely be able to get his nomination through 
the Senate. Send me over his nomination, which, however, I am not 
yet quite ready to send to the Senate. 3 

Yours, as ever, 


A. LINCOLN. 
[Indorsement. | 


Referred to the General-in-Chief. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


FAYETTEVILLE, ARK., December 21, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES TOTTEN, Chief of Staff: 
Stand Watie was below Cane Hill with about 300 men. Major Fore- 
man and Indians are between me and him with a force. Major Fore- 
man sent me word to-day that he had had a skirmish yesterday, and lost 
1 lieutenant and 2 men, but repulsed the enemy. Major Foreman is 
watching his movements, but cannot bring him to an engagement. He 
has orders to fall back on me, if necessary. J haveso many large scouts 
and detachments out, that I cannot do the post duty nor send him re- 
enforcements at present, but I have no fears of the enemy. This move- 
ment I regard as unimportant. If anything further transpires, I will 
telegraph you, but I believe Stand Watie’s force has been greatly exag- 
gerated. 
M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpqrs. First MISSOURI STATE MILITIA CAVALRY, 
Warrensburg, Mo., December 21, 1863. 
General E. B. Brown, 
Commanding Central District of Missouri : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that I have suspended the pass- 
_ words, as suggested; that, as far as my information extends, this sub- 
district has been nearly quiet for the last ten days. The exceptions are 
a small stampede of negroes from the vicinity of Lexington, carrying 
away two horses, which have not been recovered at last accounts. 
Soldiers of the Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry, at their homes, 
on furlough, in this country, about 15 ‘miles west of this place, report 
that they killed a bushwhacker in a fight with four; the other three 
escaped. From all that I can ascertain, 1am inclined to believe that 
the man killed was Hardenbrook, a notorious thief and outlaw that 
escaped from prison at Lexington last spring. 

The military commission ordered in last month, to sit at these head- 
quarters, I find, upon inquiry, did not organize, in consequence of the 
sickness of Captain Peery and Lieutenant Mullins, and since their re- 
covery they have been sitting on court-martial, which is still in session. 
I have directed them to organize the commission and devote a part of 
the time to cases before it in the future, which, I think, they can do to 
advantage, as they can only hold court-martial during certain hours of 
the day, and, besides, the judge-advocate can take more time in making 
up the records. No news of local interest. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: JAMES McFERRAN, ~~ 
Colonel First Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Comdg. Regt. 
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DEVALL’S BLUFF, ARK, December 22 , 1863, 


Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, 
Commanding Army of Arkansas, Little Rock: 


Your dispatch has been received. There is no other gunboat here but 
mine. It is practicable as far as I am concerned, but it remains for you 
to say whether it is safe for me to leave the Bluff, or safe for the steamer 
Rose Hambleton to go to Jacksonport without convoy, as wy orders are 
to assist in the protection of this post, never leaving it unless to co- 
operate with some movement of the army and by your request, and not 
to permit any vessels to ply on the river without convoy. Please 
answer. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. M. FARRELL, 
Acting Master, Commanding U. 8. Steamship Linden. 


PATTERSON, Mo., December 22, 1863. 
General FIsk: 


I have heard nothing from Colonel Livingston. I will go after Reves 
at any time when I can get forcéenough. I can take only about 80 men 
from here at any time. Send me down one more good company, and I 
will be after them at once. My scouts that came in this morning learn 
that Reves is on his way here. Let him come. 

W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., December 23, 1863. 
Capt. OZIAS RUARK, 
Commanding at Neosho, Mo.: 


General McNeil has telegraphed that a force of 200 or 300 men have 
vome north in the direction of Maysville, and that they intended to come 
into Missouri. This is supposed to be Quantrill’s force. Ihave ordered 
three squadrons to your support. Attack them if you can find them, 
and hold Neosho, if possible. Ponmunicate all information you obtain 
to these headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient nad 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., December 23, 1863, 
General SANBORN, Springfield, Mo.: 


General McNeil telegraphs information that Quantrill, with 250 men, 
has passed up into Missouri, and possibly may intend a raid into Kansas 
also. It will be necessary for you to warn all your different commands of 
- this movement, and hold them in readiness to pursue the enemy wher- 
ever he mayappear. You are also directed to keep these headquarters 
informed of all you learn of the movements of the enemy, so that if he 
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appears northward in Missouri, combined movements of the troops may 
be directed against him. Stand Watie is also north of the Arkansas. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 
(Same to Brown and Ewing.) 


Pitot Kwops, Mo., December 23, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. FISK: 

IT had men out within 7 miles of Centreville yesterday morning, but 
they heard nothing of an enemy in that direction. Colonel Woodson 
telegraphed me this morning that Centreville had been captured. 
Nothing new from below. 

W. T. LEEPER, 
Captain. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., December 23, 1863. 
Brigadier-General TOTTEN : 

Colonel Harrison telegraphs this morning that Major Foreman fought 
the reported force near Cane Hill day before yesterday, and that the 
force fell back rapidly toward their crossing, below Fort Gibson. I 
ordered three squadrons to Neosho last night, to support the two near 
there, and also ordered reconnaissance from Fayetteville and Cassville 
west of the State line. I do not now propose to make any more move- 

ments till I have more knowledge. 

; \ JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., December 23, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. BLAIR, Commanding Fort Scott : 


COLONEL: Inclosed are dispatches as to Quantrill’s return to Mis- 
souri.* They give all the information I have. I have ordered the line 
of messengers to be extended from Trading Post to Fort Scott, and 
will communicate to you by it (or by special messenger) all the infor- 
mation I get, and wish from you all you get. The companies of infantry 
at Fort Scott will remain for the present, or, if started, will be ordered 
back. You will, if necessary, bring in the company property from the 
several stations, so as to put as good a cavalry force as practicable in the 
field. You will, by scouts and scouting parties, get as early and accu- 
rate information as practicable as to the enemy’s force and movements. 
I think the intention is to strike the Neosho Valley towns, and go as 
high up as Emporia, or possibly Topeka. Major Plumb has companies 
C, K, and I, of the Eleventh Kansas, M, of the Third Wisconsin, and 
two mountain howitzers, 12-pounders. One company is at Mission, a 
small detachment at Le Roy, and the balance at Humboldt. Total for 
duty: Cavalry, 228; battery, 27. Isend him to-day, from here, Company 
K, Fifteenth Kansas, 51 men, for duty. 

Respectfully, yours, 
THOMAS EWING, Jr., 
Brigadier-General. 


* See Sanborn to Ruark, and Totten to Sanborn, p. 747. 
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PiILoT Kwnos, Mo., December 23, 1863. 
General Fisk : 


GENERAL: It is reported to me to-day that Centreville was attacked 
and captured yesterday by Reves, 200 strong, and that he immediately 
retreated south. I have a battalion on his trail to-day. 

; R. G. WOODSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Doe are a = 


Saint Louis, Mo., December 23, 1863. 
Col. R. G. Woopson: 


-I cannot see how Reves could get at Centreville without the knowl- 
edge of Captain Leeper. I can’t credit the report. You will at once 
organize an expedition that will go in search of Reves, and follow him. 
It seems to me that with proper vigor he might be exterminated or 
driven out of Southeastern Missouri. You have sufficient force to 
enable you to keep after him until he will trouble us no more. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


Note.—The expedition is already on the road. 
R. G. WOODSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Pitot Kwon, Mo., December 23, 1863. 


Lieut. W. T. CLARKE, 
Aide-de-Camp : 


In answer to yours of this date, I have to state that at present I am 
unable to give many particulars. My information of the catastrophe at 
Centreville comes from a citizen living near. He states that Reves 
(estimated at from 200 to 400) came into Centreville yesterday about 
2 o’clock, completely surprising the garrison, taking them all prisoners 
and again immediately moved out to the south. 

Rk. G. WOODSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI, 
Jefferson City, Mo., December 24, 1863. 


Maj. OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis : 


Magor: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with the order 
received yesterday by telegraph, I have concentrated the troops in this 
district at Otterville, Sedalia, and Warrensburg, with a battalion at 
Warsaw and five companies at Clinton, leaving small guards at Lex- 
ington, Marshall, and Tipton (this does not include the troops at this 
post, two companies of infantry and three of cavalry); also leaving one 
company of cavalry at Linn Creek. Scouts have been ordered south of 
the Osage, as far as Stockton and Lamar, and military expresses, with . 
relays of horses every 15 miles, between the Osage River and three dif- 
ferent telegraph offices at the west, established. If the enemy “‘means 
business,” we will be ready for him, but the reported return of Quantrill 
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and his cut-throats imports that a renewal of the plundering system 
is to be adopted, and we shall have them in small bands in the country. 
I am, truly, your obedient servant, 
E. B. BROWN, 


Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


; . Pitot Kwnops, Mo., December 24, 1863. 
General FIsk : 

Major Wilson, with all the effective force of the Third, is after Reves, 
about 200. My instructions are to follow him to-hell, and get the pris- 
oners back, at least. A few of them have come in. Iti is even so; Com- 
pany C is captured, excepting a few men. I hardly believed it when aE 
telegraphed you yesterday. They were surprised, building stables. No 
fight, a few scattering shots, and a few wounded; none killed. A boy, 
just reported, says he was shot at; returned the fire with small shot, 
wounding a rebel ; he escaped on foot. I have sent a reconnoitering 
party to Centreville to report the state of affairs there. I will know 
this evening. Had not I better go this evening ? 

: R. G. WOODSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS Saint Louis DISTRICT, 
Saint Louis, Mo., December 24, 1863. 
Col. R. G. Woopson, Pilot Knob: 

Iam greatly mortified with the Centreville affair. Where were Cap- 
tain [S. A. C.] Bartlett’s pickets? I fear that the most criminal neg- 
lect has allowed this disaster to come upon us. I trust that there will 
be no failure in wiping out the apparent disgrace. Take hold of the 
pursuit and extermination yourself. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 


Brigadier- General. 


Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF NORTHEASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Batesville, Ark., December 25, 1863. 
Col. OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. , Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. ; 
I arrived here aie my command at 10 o’clock a. m. to-day; had 
several skirmishes with guerrillas on my way ; killed 15 and captured 17. 
Lost 1 man only. Will drive the freebooters out of Northern Arkansas 


without delay. 
[R. R. LIVINGSTON, ] 
Colonel First Regiment Nebraska Cavalry, Comdg. District. 


Pitot Kwon, Mo., December 25, 1863. 
G. A. HOLLOWAY, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District Headquarters ; 


Man just in from below reports that Major Wilson came in contact 
with Reves on the 25th instart, at Centreville, and captured his whole 
command. Our loss 8 wounded and killed. Colonel Woodson, with 40 
men, left yesterday morning to join Wilson. 

BLISS. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
Springfield, Mo., December 25, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES TOTTEN, Chief of Staff: 


GENERAL: I have just received the following dispatch from Colonel 
Harrison, at Fayetteville: 

Mr. West, a very reliable citizen of Cincinnati, left that place, 22 miles west of 
Fayetteville, on the evening of the 23d instant. Col. Stand Watie passed his house 
Sunday evening, going north, with about 300 men, well mounted, clothed, and armed. 
From two rebel deserters he learns that Col. William Penn Adair went up Grand River, 
in the Nation, about the same time with 1,000 men, among whom were Quantrill and 
280 men. This is the first intimation I have had of anything, except the 300 men of 
Stand Watie. Mr. West says that 300men were to concentrate at Stand Watie’s Mill, 
west of Maysville, and were coming back in a few days to burn Rhea’s Mills and other 
Union property west of this. My scout from Maysville has not yet been heard from. 
A party of bushwhackers have again appeared near Cross Hollow within five days, 
and have robbed sutlers, citizens, &c. Nearly all my force is out. The rebels report 
that this expedition is principally for the purpose of moving out their families. 

: M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Upon this information, I have ordered Colonel Phelps to take care of 
Cross Hollow and the vicinity, and shall order two more squadrons of 
cavalry to proceed to Neosho at once. The roads are so bad and the 
weather so uncertain that I have not deemed it advisable to send artil- 
lery. The present force at Neosho is 380 effective men. Ifthe re-enforce- - 
ments have arrived, I will increase this force to 500 men, at least. 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CIRCULAR.] HbDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., December 25, 1863. 


Telegraphic instructions have just been received at these headquar- 
ters which authorize the re-enlistment of the Missouri State Militia as 
veterans, with the understanding that they shall be reorganized on the 
footing of volunteers in the United States service, to be used wherever 
the Government may have need of their services. As the time for pay- 
ment of the veteran bounty is limited by law to the 5th proximo, regi- 
mental commanders must appoint their recruiting officers for veterans 
in accordance with General Orders, No. 150, current series, from these 
headquarters, at once. 

All men of the Missouri State Militia re-enlisting as veterans will be 
retained in their present regimental and company organizations until 
the original term of service expires, when the veterans will be consoli- 
dated under officers selected for their efficiency from the corps. 

By command of Major-General Schofield : ; 

OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI, 
, Springfield, Mo., December 26, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES ToOTTEN, Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: The scouts sent out from Neosho returned yesterday, and 


report that Stand Watie and Colonel Adair were on Grand River yes- 
terday morning, and were to start back across the Arkansas yesterday, 
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with families, &c. Coming up, this force crossed the Arkansas River 
3 miles below Fort Gibson, had a fight and fell back, and came up the 
Illinois River within 6 miles of Cane Hill, and then turned back through 
the Nation. Stand Watie’s permanent ‘headquarters and camp are on 
the Canadian River. He has, when all his force is together, 1,000 men 
at his camp, so it appears from present indications that this force i is to 
return at once. If it comes north, my impression now is that it will 
‘move down west of Fort Smith, and come down the Little Osage River 
into the State, but it is difficult to tell what ah so small a force 


will take. 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT ss SOUTHWESTERN oe 
pringfield, Mo., December 27, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES TOTTEN, Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant [J. S.] Bainum, in command of two squadrons 
of the Eleventh Missouri Volunteers, returned to Cross Hollow yesterday 
from a scout to Spavinaw, on line of the Indian Territory, near Maysville, 

- and reports that Stand Watie had passed through J Maysville, going 
south, with about 300 men, and had left a few troops in the Nation to 
move "out rebel families. He heard of no other body of rebels. He 
killed on the scout 3 bushwhackers and took 4 prisoners. 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., December 27, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN MCNEIL, 
Fort Smith, Ark.: 
Nothing positive is yet known at these headquarters of the move- 
ments or whereabouts of the rebels under Stand Watie and Colonel 
_ Adair. Some say that they are reported north of the Arkansas River, 
and possibly in the Nation. Have you any reliable information concern- 
ing their movements? If north of the Arkansas, would it not be well 
to move upon them with a strong command from your district? Gen- 
eral Sanborn, from Neosho, and “Colonel Harrison, from Fayetteville, 
with all their available force, might intercept them, if they attempt a 
movement north and east, and Gener ral Ewing is prepared for them if 
they move across the southern line into Kansas. Let me know what © 
you are able to do in this matter, and I will communicate with the other — 
district commanders and have them €o-operate. ; 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff, 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
Kansas City, Mo., December 28, 1863. 
Col. J. B. Fry, 
Provost-Marshal- Conceal of the United States, Washington, D.C.: 
Sir: An effort will be made to have the counties of Jackson and Cass, _ 
in this State, exempted from the operations of the draft, and to have 
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the quota of the State reduced by the amount of the quota of these 
counties ; and I am called on to address you on the subject. The inhab- 
itants remaining in these counties on the 26th of August last, outside of 
certain towns and military stations, were required to remove to those 
towns and stations, on making proof of loyalty, or to remove out of 
those counties. Underorders from General Schofield, all the able-bodied 
men in those counties, south of the road from Independence to West- 
port (in other words, all not living in Westport, Independence, Kansas 
City, or their suburbs), have been mustered into the service as Mis- 
souri Militia, and have been armed and put on duty in their several 
neighborhoods by me. The aggregate number of them is 240. Of the 
men who left those counties, under my orders, about half went south, 
and the others to adjacent counties of Missouri. The loyal population 
in those counties, and especially in Jackson, outside of the towns, has 
always been small. Kansas City, at the outbreak of the rebellion, had 
a population of about 6,000. Its laboring’ classes were almost all loyal, 
and entered the service early. They were recruited chiefly into Kansas 
regiments, at Wyandotte and other points on the border in Kansas. I 
have no means of estimating, with any pretensions to accuracy, the 
number who went into Kansas regiments from these counties, but would 
think 1,000 a very low estimate. 
- Lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER, 
; Kansas City, Mo., December 28, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. BLAIR, ‘ 
Commanding Fort Scott, Kans: 

COLONEL: I inclose you a copy of a dispatch, dated 24th instant, just 
received from General Totten. Taken in connection with his dispatch 
of the 23d, it appears quite probable an attack on Fort Smith, or araid 
up the Neosho, is in progress, and that the force will be large. If you 
have not already done so, send out a scouting party down the border, 
with instructions to go as far as Pineville, if necessary, to ascertain 
the purpose and present whereabouts and force of this rebel gathering. 
I have ordered companies and detachments to Fort Scott, enough to 
double your present strength, regarding that as the best point to move 
from on the enemy, in whichever direction he may present himself. 
Send a small party eastward, as far as Stockton, to see if the enemy 
may not be going up that tier of counties. Have all your effective cav- 
alry shod at once, and your battery horses. 

Send all information up the line by the messengers; if I go down, it 
- will be along that route. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, 
THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier. General. 


[Inclosure. ] 


Saint Louis, December 24, 1863. 
Brigadier-General DAVIES: 
Information from the various district commanders in West and North- 
west Arkansas, and in Southwest and Southeast Missouri, indicates a 
movement northward among the rebel guerrillas, and increased vigi- 
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lance becomes absolutely necessary on part of all concerned. You are 
required to give information of anticipated movement to all the various 
officers commanding posts, &c., in your district, and warn them to be on 
the alert, and act with vigor against the enemy if he makes his appear- 
ance in their localities. Hold your troops in readiness to act in conjunc- 
tion, and report to these headquarters all information you may learn. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


Fort Gipson, C. N., December 29, 1863. 
Brigadier- General McNEIL, Fort Smith: 

By my scout, just in from Mayaville, I learn that the enemy have 
broken up, and those still in the Nation are in small squads, trying to 
make their escape. It is reported that part of Quantrill’s men went 
back across the Arkansas River, and that part of them are on Cowskin 
Creek, near the Butler Hills, on the Missouri and Arkansas line. 

WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Sarnt Louis, Mo., December 29, 1863. 
Brigadier-General EWING: 

The last reliable news from General Sanborn indicates that the rebels 
under Stand Watie had passed through Maysville, going south, only 
leaving a few of his men behind to move out rebel families. Sanborn’s 
scout heard of ng other bodies of rebels. Iwill give you any additional 
information which may reach me on its receipt. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS Saint Louis DISTRICT, 
Saint Louis, December 29, 1863. 
Col. R. G. Woopson, Pilot Knob, Mo.: 
Exercise the greatest care in guarding the Reves captives. Will 
send a train for them when you get them ready for shipment. 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY Corps, 
Memphis, Tenn., December 29, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. FRED. STEELE, 
Commanding Arkansas Expedition, Little Rock, Ark. : 

Kirby Smith and all his officers not included in the President’s am- 
nesty have made their arrangements to sell the Confederate States 
cotton and run away to Mexico. They will not attack you, I feel sure. 
I know that an agent from Washington is on his way to Red River, 
accepting above proposition, and that i in thirty days you will have the 

rank and file pouring in upon you. N otwithstanding, traitors are to be 
watched ; you have force enough to whip them to death, and if they 
move, it will be for a demonstration merely. 
Ss. A. HURLBOUT, 
Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN Missourt, 
Springfield, Mo., December 29, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. C. B. HOLLAND, ~ ; 
Enrolled Missouri Militia, Commanding Fourth District : 


GENERAL: Idesire the officers in command of troops at Neosho and 
on that line [to be informed] upon the following general ideas and in- 
structions, viz: 

The object to be accomplished is to prevent the rebel force from mak- 
ing a raid into the State. This must be done by meeting him and fight- 
ing him on the borders of the State, as soon as possible after he enters. 
Officers, therefore, without regard to holding particular points, unless 
for the purpose of preventing a farther advance into the State, will use 
every exertion to meet the same body of the enemy with sufficient force 
to fight him successfully, and, whenever he is so met, no effort will be 
spared to defeat and destroy him. 

You will please communicate this to the officers commanding detach- 
ments of your command in the field. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., December 31, 1863. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, 
West Point, N. Y.: 


The following dispatches just received. The Ninth Iowa Cavalry and 
Second Colorado Cavalry can be ready for the field in two or three days: 


LitTLe Rock, ARrK., December 24, 1863. 


I have just received the following dispatch: 
Prinz Buurr, December 24, 1863—3 p. m. 


I have the following information from Tulip, whichI think reliable: _. 

Kirby Smith, Price, and Chalmers met in consultation at Camden, about three days ago. They 
have united their forces, amounting to about 22,000 men in all. The intention is to make an advance 
when the roads and streams will permit. Marmaduke has been relieved by Chalmers. Pegram’s head- 
quarters are at Camden. About 800 cavalry are near Princeton. A force is reported at Arkadelphia. 
It is reported that some 1,700 of the Vicksburg and Port Hudson prisoners have reported to Price for 
duty. Pegram advanced as far as the Saline, with a view of attacking this post on the 13th of this 
month, but was diverted from his intention by the expedition under Colonel Merrill. They are con- 
scripting everybody who is able to bear arms, and are pressing all the horses and mules in the country. 
The Saline is full to its banks. 

POWELL CLAYTON, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


FRED’K STEELE, 
Major-General. 


Fort SmituH, ARK., December 13, 1863. 


I ordered the remainder of my cavalry at this post (two battalions of the Fourteenth 
Kansas) to move up on the Canadian and attack Stand Watie, but find the enemy are 
making strong demonstrations on my Waldron outposts, and, to keep in hand suffi- 
cient force to attend to them, I have to countermand the order, General Gano left 
Lanesport about seventeen days ago, with an infantry force of 1,200 men and one six- 
gun battery. Brooks was to co-operate, with 800 cavalry. Gano has been taken sick, 
and returned. I will send more infantry to Waldron to make that point safe. If I 
had more effective cavalry, I could trap the infantry part of that expedition. 

JOHN McNEIL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


OLIVER D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHEASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Batesville, Ark., December 31, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. OLIVER D. GREENE, 
‘Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Missouri : 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to state that Captain Akard, Eighth 
Regiment Missouri State Militia Cavalry, in command of 96 men of his 
regiment, arrived here on the 29th instant, bearing dispatch from Brig- 
adier- General Sanborn, of Springfield, Mo., inclosing and forwarding 
telegraphic communication from the major-general commanding the 
department, stating the time at which the increased bounties ceased to 
be paid, and urging the re-enlistment of volunteers in old regiments. I 
have also to acknowledge receipt of telegram, while on the road, noti- 
fying me that Major- General Steele’s orders should be obey ed. Ihave 
here ready for shipment 125 bales of cotton, the property of loyal citi- 
zens, which has been secreted for two years. Forage and subsistence, 
with exception of fresh beef, are exceedingly scarce, and I make the 
attempt to-morrow to procure additional supplies from Devall’s Bluff. 
My present supply will carry me to end of January at two-thirds ration. 
I have sent an expedition against Colonel Freeman’s command of Con- 
federates and freebooters. si will notify you of the results as soon as 
known. There are now in prison at this point 19 guerrillas and Con- 
federate soldiers and 2 lieutenants of the Confederate army, the latter 
properly cared for according torank. Col. HE. Baxter, of this place, has 
authority from Major-General Steele to raise a regiment of mounted in- 
fantry for twelve months or during the war, and has now 131 men.  He- 
expects many more, but he has been recruiting since October, and they 
do not rally around the flag with much enthusiasm. 

I have prohibited the organization of Home Guards in this locality, for 
several reasons, among which are, that such service having great attrac- 
tions, would obtain recruits more readily than the general service, while 
at the same time the country is so fearfully lawless, and murders are so 
common, that I considered it imprudent to involve a needless loss of 
life by such organizations, as I feel certain that many of the members 
could be murdered by guerrillas, and their arms taken from them. When 
aman commits himself to the Union now, he must stay with the Federal 
troops for safety, and dare not go home. 

I hope soon to change the complexion of matters here. A general | 
expression of satisfaction with my proclamation is manifested by the 
citizens of Batesville. They fear guerrillas more than they do either 
army. I ordered Captain Kauffman, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, with 
three squadrons of his regiment, to relieve Colonel Black, Third Mis- 
souri Cavalry, at Jacksonport, the latter having been instructed by 
Major-General Steele to fall back on Searcy. Jacksonport is an impor- 
tant point, but difficult to hold should the enemy concentrate a force 
sufficient to drive Kauffman, as Black River lies between it aad this 
post, with very defective means of crossing, through a single flat-boat. 
Should the Eleventh be attacked, I can do but little to help him, and 
he must repulse the enemy or swim the river. 

I find a great many safeguards here, nearly always with men who 
have large ‘lots of corn and grain. I have, of course, respected them, 
but it is very awkward sometimes. I would respectfully suggest that 
Capt. Lee P. Gillette be appointed mustering officer for this district, as 
the recruits we obtain should be mustered in to draw pay. His duties 
as inspector and chief of cavalry are not of a character to prevent the full 
and faithful discharge of the appointment I ask. 
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1 ought to have another battalion of cavalry to do effective work 
with the guerrillas, but will do all that can be done with what I have. 


I am, colonel, very respectfully, 
R. BR. LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel First Regiment Nebraska Cavalry, Comdg. District. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., December 31, 1863. 
Capt. T. H. Harris, 
Assistant Adjutant- General: 


Sir: I feel it my duty to report to General Hurlbut that, in my opin- 
ion, General Grant’s Orders, No. 57, in reference to speculations in 
cotton below Helena, is violated almost daily, A few days ago I sent a 
cavalry scout, with an infantry guard, on a boat, to Coahoma and Boli- 
var Counties, Mississippi, which succeeded in capturing 7 prisoners of 
war. When the boat rounded to at Miffleton’s Landing, the 8. B. Nov- 
elty was there, anchored about 30 yards from the shore, and when my 
troops were seen, about 20 men, some of them soldiers in the ©. 8. 
Army, ran, ohe of whom was captured. All the persons examined said 
the boat was trading, and the customers were rebels. One of the lots 
of goods was for a Mr. Parks, who is known to be a soldier in the C. 8. 
Army. My scouts camped at his house. To-day the 8S. B. Hudson 
reports here, with thirty-one lots of goods, permitted at Saint Louis, and 
all purchased on the credit of J. H. Moore, who is here, and all consigned 
to Friar’s Point. I have examined Mr. Moore, and J. H. Browne, who 
selected the goods for the thirty-one parties, and it appears to me, from 
the reluctant testimony, that these goods are sent to Friar’s Point on 
an agreement to ship Moore at this place cotton to pay for them. Is 
this not in violation of General Grant’s Orders, No. 57 ? 

I must either do my whole duty or halt between two opinions. These 
thirty-one lots of goods are not permitted by any-military authority. 
I advocate free trade in preference to such a licensed trade as this. 

Your obedient servant, 
N. B. BUFORD, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, December 31, 1863, 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Str: Please fix up the department to which Curtis is to go, without 
waiting to wind up the Missouri matter. Lane is very anxious to have 
Fort Smith in it, and I am willing, unless there be decided military 
reasons to the contrary, in which case, of course, I am not for it. It 
will oblige me to have the Curtis department fixed at once. 


Yours, truly, A. LINCOLN 
{Indorsement. ] 


Referred to General in-Chief, to prepare order and submit for consid- 


eration. 
HDWIN M. STANTON. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield com- 
manding, for December, 1863; headquarters Saint Louis, Mo. 


- Command. 


Department staff (Saint Louis, Mo.) 
Banton Barracks, Col. B. L. E. Bonneville: 


Cafe Soe he macuiecaecuh esa eae demeeecmise caamemncese Di waiacctewcte 3 +) Geet Hse 
nfantryig cosas ess ae Stace nee IE a Sees aap B21 1,43td 9793) 1737 Nena ceases 
Oavalry caewowtices ss loco se se ons emeileeinveieeuitawecine nin NS TAal QI OT) 2) A182) 946 nie en aol cea 
OSH Seema CO rae aCO Oe RCE eC SSO Stocc Cac COE E Sera | poaericl Ae Sor ia’ Baareccn eons erst sec 

otal: Benton: Barracks 2-222 sosen-cem aces acesacses 109 | 3,1524--4,144 | 4,486 |.....-|-..... 
Schofield Barracks, Capt. James Clifford : Pree] edhe ied 
Mun fam tay) 2 tie sara Seacite Sas tenia acter ones watt oc alee af cos eee | unc wis | Saree aca | ro einai ee cae ee 
Cavaliyicette e225, scaun Sec sene esos Gantinunionseseee 5 150 183 492 | 5 xceolaveses 
Total Schofield Barracks .......s.-02esse-e02-0.00. Bl 160): 163: . Wa ee ee 
District of Saint Louis, Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk: rs Lae: 
Stati, (Saint Louis, Moi)ic-teo- es sotcues teas atenc ssese A Saree 4 fl Sack seem ae 
Franklin, Mo., Capt. John F. W. Dette..-....-.-.----- 4 118 122 146 | oc eSe se 
New Madrid, Mo., Capt. Valentine Preuitt .......-.-. 5 134 232 BOS |oduace 2 
Pilot Knob, Mo., Col. Richard G. Woodson ....-..-... 32 816 | 1,284] 1,622 4 10 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., Col. John B. Rogers......-. 26 718 887 | 1,164 10 4 
Post of Saint Louis, Col. James H. Baker...-...-..--. 43 943'| 1,473.) 1,885 ).s..<stnao. 
Total District of Saint Louis....-.......--..<c-..--- 114 | 2,729} 4,002 | 5,074 14 16 
District of Rolla, Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies: Saas 9 RS, 
Sbath(Rollas Mio: tnwcnicesccadcis scenes leeenaune ae URIB areas 6 a Peeres seen 
APOOPS Ab ARO dota: apes cooses Sec sseendcemeaakeee cae a habe 584 772 O77, |sanacelowauee 
Troops At other poimtss. . <Sesvcces coene doseesaescesee- 17 458 579 654 |.----- 6 
Tothl District of Rolla..........2.0.22.seeeeeeeeeens 48 | 1,042| 1,357 | 1,637 |.-.... 6 
District of Southwestern Missouri, Brig. Gen. John B. <4 aa pets 
Sanborn : 
Statk (Springfield {Mo:)c.o5o. sues caccusceeawaePascces CO as 4 4) Sas aheoee 
pprineield MO. soos <cucds co tenv pec esse made case ansean« 9 434 505 iy Gal BER 4 
Cassville, Mo., Lieut. John E. Phelps .......-.------- 8 419 554 TOS lveme cbt enaen 
Fayetteville, Ark., Col. M. La Rue Harrison.......-... 21 737 BSB) $1 201 yecccce 8 
Missouri State Militia (at various points) ......--..-.. 84} 5, 278:-|- 4, F802 areca 4 
Total District of Southwestern Missouri..-.......-. 76 | 8,063 | 3,784) 4,765 |------ 16 
District of Central Missouri, Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown: inte. 
Staff (Jefferson City, Mo.).....-....scesceenecee ve es Boal Aaa ciate 4 PE Sa aoc 
Jefferson City, Mo., Lieut. Col. Josiah F. Marsh 8 158 220 O40) teeacce leases 
Warrensburg, Mo., Col. James McFerran ....-.----.- 24 747 BST hd, O28 sistance meme 
Camp near Otterville, Mo., Col. George H. Hall ...... 27 662 782 O20) |e ween coon 
Sedalia, Mo., Col. John F. Philips..............--.--- 34 745 SOT irr bs O4T icamcte 6 
Total District of Central Missouri...........-.-.+-- 97 | 2,312] 2,740| 3,934 |...... 6 
District of Northern Missouri, Col. Odon Guitar: 
Peadea( Macon - City, MoO.) cvosccecccuccceuugleaswnnvensne Hilcnecwsac 5 inl PREY, |S ae 
ELOO PS UMNIGISTLICE = wis avcucaljacech umeimattehetee eemiran ert 29 674 845 i Beesces beeen 
Total District of Northern Missouri..........-...-- 34 hye! 850° 953 ao palltaen Se 
District of the Border, Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewing, jr.: oy aera Ry San 
Stat. (Kansas Clty, Mo:)sscee aces das oucieeesutee hey Oba Nees ha bb 
LTOOPSADSGASEPIC ba Ne es lice aaa ly eo ee ete 91 | 2,602) 8,252) 4,332 6 3 
Total District of the Border........2+s..-saes20+-0- 100 | 2,602| 3,201| 4,341| 6| 3 
District of the Frontier, Brig. Gen. John McNeil: Dau | CieeLe dE Bearer, 
Staff (Mout Smibhesiric) cca ye gece anne cee a: Saas OMaueaeeen 9 Qi osuue seen 
Fort Smith, Ark., Col. John Edwards...... Heese amt! 119 | 2,848} 3,515) 4,280 ]...... 4 
Loseville, Ark., Col James M. Williams ............- 21 57 683 180+) ceca lace 
Van Buren, Ark., Lieut. Henry Goodsell ........---.- 1 52 75 85! heewae leas 
First OR Col, William A, Phillips (Fort Gib- 66 | 1,771 | 2,083] 2,595 ]...... 3 
son, C. N.). : 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Missouri, §:c.—Continued. 
Present for 4s a Pieces of 
duty. a ® artillery. 
el daca 
Oo 
i=) Q 
Command. 5 £ Ae 
a & fog 5 
H 4 [>) og ‘s 
$i) a |<6 | 8] Els 
Ee| © 69 op © ic 
rs) =| | 4 | & 
District of the Frontier, Brig. Gen. J ohn McNeil—Cont'd. 
Second Brigade, Col. J: ohn Edwards (FortSmith, Ark.).| 87 | 4,020} 1,314 6 
eta Brigade, Col. Thomgs M. Bowen (Van Buren, 30 530 763 6 
Clarksville, Ark., Lieut. Gideon M. Waugh... ......]....-- 286 326 Bi it PR oe! ies seme 
Total District of the’ Frontier..........-.-..--...-:: 283 | 7, 086 8768 gre 289 |...... be ag 
District of Nebraska, Brig. Gen. Thomas J. McKean: 
Staff (Omaha, OST eae easel es ta ae Gates ae 7 i 8 Oi as cota ete are 
Proops in district... -+--.5---.---..- Cop atasegene sa sese 22 466 593 709 joo. 4 
Total District of Nebraska. --......-.---.02--+-+--+- 29, 467|  6o1/ 718|.....,. 4 
saci = Colorado, Col. John M. Chivington (Denver, 55 | 1,136} 1,552] 2,000 |...... 18 
olo.). 
District of Northeastern Arkansas,* Col. Robert R. Liv- cs 
ingston: 
De ect otcln Mine Se tater cae iis a keaee tats + ok eeIes 4 QL access 2 
pe Ae 21 558 823 
WNPEMORY GPs S Saeiinssi95¢hnnis eee 1 20 27 
Total District of Northeastern Arkansas........-.-| 24 | 578 862) 
Army of Arkansas, Brig. Gen. Frederick Steele (Little ee 
“Rock, Ark.): 
First Cavalry Division, Brig. Gen. John W. Davidson | 169 | 3,769}. 5,390] 7,783 |...... 18 
(Little Rock, Ark.). 
* Second Infantry Division, Brig. Gen. Eugene A.Carr | 211 | 4,061 | 5,221 | 8,273 ]....-.. 16. 
(Little Rock, Ark.). 
Third Infantry Division, Brig. Gen. Frederick Salo- | 118 | 2,498} 3,319} 4,854 |...... 10 
mon (Little Rock, Ark.). ‘ 
Cavalry Brigade, Col. Powell Clayton (Pine Bluff, 36 643], (1,016 1. 1) 2272. ws. 9 
Ark.). 
otal Armyof Avrkansag 2 diana. os-24- sees 534 | 10,971 | 14,946 | 22,187 |.....- 53 
Military Prison, Col. George W. Kincaid (Alton, Il.).-..- 81 463 667 TOS yl ester Seater 
Enrolled Missouri Militia (Saint Louis, Mo.).......-..-.-. 130°) 2, 316)|) 2) 654") 53) 6884) .ct5 oc con ae 
RECAPITULATION. 
Department staff ..-....---.-----f--- 20 see nee ee eee reese ee tables 2 ¢ fags 16 LO dl eaierlestlesetins 
ORD OM AURA ORG casero oe win nin sates Seti fee alia anime Gic = a oles 109 | 38,152) 4,144) 4,486 |.....-}...... 
DANONE AREMCK Bee oA cam a amaina Bel aaa sade bien ans i) 150 183 192) le ae sles 
District of Saint Louis.....-- 114} 2,729} 4,002 | 5,074 14 16 
astPigt OL Ola. 20s <salce esse se 48 | 1,042) 1,857 | 1, 687 |...... 6 
District of Southwestern Missouri. . - 76 | 8,063} 8,784) 4,765 |...... 16 
District of Central Missouric. ..ose6 cn enccnay dees caeenes 97 | 2,312 | 2,740) 8,884 |...... 6 
District of Northern Missouri ........-----.--+--------++ 34 674 850 958, Is sae efeamnele 
MISTER OL LOG OLOCL ..20 52 55 ceded sn cae swe we winniewn a0 oe a 100 2,602 | 3,261) 4,341 6 8 
Migniiowol woe OM VOWEL: ssa: cae can nasclncocaaevwdnanasesies 283 | 7,086 | 8, 768 | 11, 289 |...... 19 
District of Nebraska ......2.--.-------+-----0--essee cree 29) 467 601 9 18 |--+--- 4 
MDTSGVIORION COLO DUO so cicjn nies. « aaalalemelc nine nny pinadlec seve 55 4,186 | 1,552} 2,000 ].....- 18 
District of Northeastern Arkansas... --. 122205 e2--8. nena 2: 578 S520 1,084 os res 2 
TAIT OLPATATIGAS, fos an4. 4 ne cawecicles weber coma ga/enana cipal 584 | 10,971 | 14,946 | 22,187 |...... 53 
Military prison at Alton, Ill..-....-.--------+--+-es0eeee: 31 i 463 667 TOR reds se lessees 
Enrolled Missouri Militia. Dole Th cae ate Soh geese sie a mle es TBO} W27S10  2h6b1 ||" 8,688! |. eee | nessa 
Be ho nm AES SOC OPM RE IEG Soe nee CER ne IGEEE GRACE e 1, 685 | 38,741 | 50, 374 | 66, 370 20 143 


* District organized November 380, 1863. 
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Organization of troops in the Department of the Missouri, commanded by 
Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, December 31, 1863. 


ARMY OF ARKANSAS. 


Maj. Gen. FREDERICK STEELE. 


ESCORT. 


3d. Illinois Cavalry, Company D, Lieut. Jonathan Kersner. 
15th linois Cavalry, Company H, Capt. Thomas J. Beebe. 


FIRST (CAVALRY) DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Joun W. Davipson. 


First Brigade. 
Col. Cyrus Bussry. 


3d Iowa Cavalry, Maj. George Duffield. 

32d Iowa Infantry (mounted), Capt. 
Charles A. L. Roszell. 

ist Missouri Cavalry, Capt. George W. 


Hanna. 
7th Missouri Cavalry, Maj. Milton H. 
Brawner. 


Second Brigade. 


Col. Lewis MERRILL. 


2d Missouri Cavalry, “Maj. Garrison 
. Harker. 

3d Missouri Cavalry, Col. Thomas G. 

: Black. 

8th Missouri Cavalry, Col. Washington 
F. Geiger. 


Third Brigade. 


Col. DANIEL ANDERSON. 


10th Illinois Cavalry, Lieut. Col. James Stuart. 
1st Iowa Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Caldwell. 


Not brigaded. 


24th Missouri (detachment of), Capt. Sampson P. Barris. 

13th Illinois Cavalry, Company B, Maj. Albert Erskine. 
ist Missouri Cavalry, Company C:(escort), Lieut. William White. 
2d Missouri Light Artillery, Battery D, Capt. Charles Schaerff. 
2d Missouri Light Artillery, Battery E, Capt. Gustave Stange. 

25th Ohio Battery, Lieut. Edward B. Hubbard. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. EuGenr A. Carr. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. ADOLPH ENGELMANN. 


43d Illinois, Lieut, Col, Adolph Dengler. 
126th Illinois, Capt. Alfred N. Smyser. 


40th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Samuel F. Cooper. 


22d Ohio, Lieut. Col. Homer Thrall. 

27th Wisconsin, Col. Conrad Krez. 

11th Ohio Battery, Lieut. Fletcher E. 
Armstrong. 


Third Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM H. GRAVES. 


18th Illinois, 
Tarks, 
54th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Augustus H. 
Chapman. 
61st Illinois, Maj. Daniel Grass. 
106th Illinois, Col. Robert B. Latham. 
12th Michigan, Capt. Darius Brown. 
3d Minnesota, Maj. Everett W. Foster. 
5th Ohio Battery, Lieut. Anthony B. 
Burton. 


Lieut. Col. Samuel B. 


5 Not brigaded. 


62d Illinois, Lieut. Col. Stephen M. Meeker. 

50th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Samuel T. Wells. 

Vaughn’s (Illinois) battery, Lieut. Edward B. Stillings. 
13th Hlinois Cavalry, Company C, Capt. G. Allen May. 
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THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen, FREDERICK SALOMON, 


First Brigade. 
Col. Wizt1am E. McLean. 
43d Indiana, Lieut. Col. John C. Major. 


36th Iowa, Col. Charles W. Kittredge. 
77th Ohio, Col, William B. Mason. 


Second Brigaae. 
Col. Jamus M. Lewis. 


29th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Robt. F. Patterson. 
33d Iowa, Lieut, Col. Cyrus H. Mackey. 
9th Wisconsin, Col. Charles E. Salomon. 
28th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Edmund B. 
Gray. 


Artillery. 


3d Iowa Battery, Lieut. Melvil C. Wright. 
1st Missouri Light Artillery, Battery K, Capt. Stillman O. Fish. 


Independent Cavalry Brigade. 


Col. POWELL CLAYTON. 


ist Indiana (eight companies), Lieut. Col. Thomas N. Pace. 
5th Kansas (ten companies), Lieut. Col. Wilton A. Jenkins. 


LITTLE ROCK, ARK.* 


2d Arkansas, Colored (two companies), Maj. George W. Burchard. 
3d Arkansas Cavalry (detachment), Lieut. Col. Irving W. Fuller. 
4th Arkansas Cavalry (nine companies), Capt. William A. Martin. 


DISTRICT OF THE BORDER. 


Brig. Gen. THoMas EWING, Jr. 


Balltown, Mo. 


3d Wisconsin Cavalry, Company A, Capt. 
Robert Carpenter. 
Camp Insley, Mo. 
3d Wisconsin Cavalry, Company F, Capt. 
David S. Vittum. 
Delaware Agency, Kans. 
9th Kansas Cavalry, Company B, Capt. 
Asaph Allen. 
Dry Wood, Mo. 
3d Wisconsin Cavalry, Companies C and 
D, Lieut. Fernando C. Kizer. 
Emporia, Kans. 
15th Kansas Cavalry, Company M, Capt. 
Edward Metz. 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 
Col. CHARLES R. JENNISON. 


15th Kansas Cavalry, Companies A, B,G, 
and H, Maj. John M. Laing. 

Invalid Corps (one company), Capt. John 
Vanderhorck. 


Fort Larned, Kans. 
Capt. Horatio N. F. Rap. © 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Company I. _ 
12th Kansas Infantry, Company H, Capt. 
~James.W. Parmetar. 
9th Wisconsin Battery (left section), 
Lieut. Watson D. Crocker. 


Fort Lyon, Colo.t 


2d Colorado Cavalry, Companies F, G, 
and K, Maj. Jesse L. Pritchard. 


Fort Tiley, Kans. 


11th Kansas Cavalry, Company G, Capt. 
Nathaniel A. Adams. 


Fort Scott, Kans. 
Lieut, Col. CHarLES W. Bair. 


2d Kansas Battery (rightsection), Lieut. 
Daniel C. Knowles. 

9th Kansas Cavalry, Company L, Capt. 
John I. Delashmutt. 

10th Kansas Infantry, Companies H and 


K, 


*These troops are not accounted for on the department return. 


+ Garrison en route to Kansas City. 
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Harrisonville, Mo. 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Companies E and G, 
‘Lieut. Col. Charles 8. Clark. 


Humboldt, Kans.* 
Maj. PRESTON B. PLUMB. 
11th Kansas Cavalry, Companies Coa 
and K. 
3d Wisconsin Cavalry, Company M, 
Capt. Jay Thompson. ~ 
Independence, Mo. 


lith Kansas Cavalry, Company B, Capt. 
Jacob G. Rees. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
Maj. Henry H. WILLIAMS. 
2d Colorado Cavalry, Company F, Capt. 
George West. 
15th Kansas Cavalry, Companies I and L, 
Capt. Samuel W. Greer. 


Lawrence, Kans. 


11th Kansas Cavalry, Company EH, Capt. 
Edmund G. Ross. 
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Olathe, Kans. 


15th Kansas Cavalry, Company K, Capt. 
Joseph B. Swain. 


Pleasant Hill, Mo. 


9th Kansas Cavalry, Companies D and K, 
Capt. Charles F. Coleman. 


Sibley, Mo. 


11th Kansas Cavalry, Company H, Lieut. 
John W. Ridgway. 


Topeka, Kans. 


15th Kansas Cavalry, Company F, Capt. 
Orren A. Curtis. 


Westport, Mo. 


11th Kansas Cavalry, Company A, Capt. 
Henry E. Palmer. 


Escort to New Mexico. 


Maj. James ‘A. PHILLIPS. 


4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany I, Capt. Daniel Rice. 
11th Missouri Cavalry, Company A, Lieut. 
Peter F. Clark. 


TROOPS ON THE BORDER. 


Col. EDWARD LYNDE. 


Aubrey, Kans. 
1lth Kansas Cavalry, Company I, Capt. 
Jerome Kunkel. 
Barnesville, Kans. 
9th Kansas Cavalry, Company H, Lieut. 
John M. Singer... 
Coldwater Grove, Kans. 
9th Kansas Cavalry, Company] F, Lieut. 
Henry H. Opdyke. 
Hickman Mills, Mo. 


11th Kansas Cavalry, Company I, Capt. 
Lewis D. Joy. 


Paola, Kans. 


15th Kansas Cavalry, Company C, Capt. 
Benjamin F. Simpson. 


Trading Post, Kans. 


9th Kansas Cavalry, CompaniesA, C, and 
M, Capt. George F. Earl. 


West Point, Mo. 


15th Kansas Cavalry, Company D, Capt. 
Tyrus I. Hurd. 


DISTRICT OF SOUTHWESTERN MISSOURI. 


Brig. 


Cassville, Mo. 


2d Arkansas Cavalry eke companies), 


Lieut. Col. John BE, Phelps. 


Gen. JoHN B. SANBORN. 


Gasconade Crossing, Mo. 


8th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany D, Capt. John T. Wilson. 


*Company E, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, Capt. Curtis Johnson, reported en route to 


this post. 
t Headquarters at Trading Post, Kans. 


0 a ae 
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Fayetteville, Ark. 
Col. M. La Ruz Harrison. 
ist Arkansas Cavalry, Maj. Ezra Fitch. 
ist Arkansas Battery, Capt. Denton D. 
: Stark. ‘ 
Lebanon, Mo. 

8th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 

panies E, F, G, and H, Col. Joseph 

J. Gravely. 


Mount Vernon, Mo. 


7th Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
Col. John D. Allen. 


Neosho, Mo. 


6th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies G and H, Maj. William 
Plumb. 

8th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies Land M, Capt. Ozias Ruark. 
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Ozark, Mo. 


8th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies A, B, C, and I, Lieut. Ly- 
curgus Lindsay. 


\ Springfield, Mo. 
Col. EDWIN C. CATHERWOOD. 


2d Arkansas Carers Company K, Capt. 
Samuel P. Dickinson. 
6th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Capt. 
George W. Murphy. 
11th Missouri Cavalry (four companies), 
Maj. Lewis C. Pace. 
1st Missouri Light Artillery, Battery L, 
Lieut. Charles Stierlin. 
2d Missouri Light Artillery (recruits), 
Capt. John W. Rabb. 


_ 6th Provisional Enrolled Missouri Mili- 


tia, Col. Fedelio S. Jones. 
Warden’s Station, Mo. 


8th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany K, Lieut. Henry Gratheer. 


DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 
Brig. Gen, JOHN MCNEL. 


Clarksville, Ark. 


2d Arkansas, Companies A, B, C, D, and 
E, Lieut. Gideon M. Waugh. 


Fort Smiih, Ark. 
Col. JOHN EDWARDS. 


18th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Hugh J. Campbell. 
2d Kansas (colored), Col. Samuel J. 
companies), 


Crawford. 

12th Kansas (nine Col. 
Charles W. Adams. 

6th Kansas Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Will- 
iam T, Campbell. 

14th Kansas Cavalry (eight companies), 
Lieut. Col. Thomas Moonlight. 

2d Kansas Battery, Capt. Edward A. 


Smith. 
3d Wisconsin Cavalry, Company I, 
Lieut. Josiah G. Cavert. 


Roseville, Ark. 


ist Kansas (colored), Col. James M: ‘Will- 
iams. 

3d Wisconsin Cavalry, Company G, 

Lieut. Henry Goodsell. 


First Brigade (at Fort Gibson, C. N.). 
Col. WitLIaM A. PHILLIPS. 


1st Indian Home Guards, Col. Stephen 
H. Wattles. 
2d Indian Home Guards, Maj. Moses B. 
C. Wright. 
3d Indian Home Guards, Maj. John 
A. Foreman. 
14th Kansas Cavalry (four companies), 
Maj. Charles Willetts. 


Second Brigade (at Fort Smith, Ark.). 
Col. JoHN EDWARDS. 
ist Arkansas, Col. James M. Johnson. 
2d Kansas Cavalry, Maj. Julius G. Fisk. 
2d Indiana Battery, Lieut. Hugh Espey. 
Third Brigade (at Van Buren, Ark.). 
Col. THomas M, BOWEN. 
13th Kansas, Lieut. Col. John B. Wheeler. 
3d Wisconsin Cavalry (five companies), 
Maj. John C. Schroeling. 


Hopkins’ (Kansas) battery, Lieut. John F. 
Aduddell. 


DISTRICT OF NORTHEASTERN ARKANSAS.* 


Col. RoBERT R. LIVINGSTON. 


1st Nebraska Cavalry (ten companies), Lieut. Col. William Baumer. 
1ith Missouri Cavalry (five companies), Capt. Albert B. Kauffman. 
2d. Missouri Light Artillery, section Battery D, Lieut. Frederick W. von Bodengen. 


* Troops en route to Batesville, Ark, 
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s 


CENTRAL MISSOURI. 


Brig. Gen. EGBERT B. BROWN. 


Camp near Otterville, Mo. 


4th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Col. 
George H. Hall. 


Jefferson City, Mo. 


9th Minnesota, Companies C, D, F, and 
K, Lieut. Col. Josiah F. Marsh. 


DISTRICT OF NORTHERN 


Sedalia, Mo. 
7th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Col. 
John F. Philips. 
1st Battery Missouri State Militia, Capt. 
Charles H. Thurber. 
Warrensburg, Mo, 


1st Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Col. 
James McFerran. 


MISSOURI. 


Brig. Gen. ODON GUITAR. 


Columbia, Mo. 


9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany F, Lieut. Marshall H. Harris. 


Fayette, Mo. 


9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany A, Lieut. Joseph M. Street. 


Savannah, Mo. 


9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


pany M, Capt. Samuel A. Hunter. 


Macon, Mo. 


9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry (six 
companies), Lieut. Col. Daniel M. 
Draper. 


Saint Joseph, Mo. 
9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


panies B and K, Maj. Samuel A, 
Garth. ; 


DISTRICT OF COLORADO. 


Col. JOHN M. 


Camp Collins, Colo. 


1st Colorado Cavalry, Company B, Lieut. 
George W. Hawkins. 


Camp Curtis, Colo. 


1st Colorado Cavalry, Company C, Lieut. 
Clark Dunn. 


Camp Fillmore, Colo. 


1st Colorado Cavalry, Company L, Lieut. 
George L. Shoup. 


Camp Weld, Colo. 


1st Colorado Cavalry, Companies D, G, 
and H, Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop. 


Independent battery, Colorado Artillery, 


Lieut. Chancy M. Cossitt. 
Fort Hatleck, Idaho. 


11th Ohio Cavalry, Companies C and F, 


Maj. Thomas L. Mackey. 


CHIVINGTON. 


Fort Garland, Colo. 


Ist Colorado Cavalry, Companies A and 
E, Lieut. Col. Samuel F. Tappan. 

1st Colorado Battery (right section), 
Lieut. William B. Moore. 


Fort Laramie, Nebr. 


11th Ohio Cavalry (six companies), Lieut. 
Col. William O. Collins. 


Fort Lyon, Colo. 
Ist Colorado Cavalry, Companies F’, K, 
and M, Capt. Samuel H. Cook. 
9th Wisconsin Battery, Lieut. John A. 
Edington. 
Guadaloupe, Colo. 


1st Colorado Cavalry, Company I, Capt. 
Charles Kerber. as 


no 
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DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA. 


Brig. Gen. THomas J, McKnan. 


Cottonwood Springs, Nebr. 


7th Iowa Cavalry, Companies F .and G, 
Maj. George M. O’Brien. 


Dakota, Nebr. 


7th Iowa Cavalry, Company B (detach- 
ment), Capt. John Wilcox. 


DISTRICT 


Fort Kearny, Nebr. 


7th Iowa Cavalry, Companies A, D, and 
K,,Maj. John 8, Wood. 


Omaha, Nebr. 


7th Iowa Cavalry, Companies C and E, 
Col. Samuel W. Sommers. 


OF ROLLA. 


- Brig. Gen. Tuomas A. Davis, 


Big Piney, Little Piney, and Rolla, Mo. 


2d Wisconsin Cavalry, Companies A, D, 
G, and K, Capt. William Woods. 


Camp Davis, Rolla, Mo. 
5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
panies D, F, K, and L, Lieut. Col. 
_Joseph A. Eppstein. 
Camp Molla, Mo. 


Ist Missouri Light Artillery, Battery L, 
Capt. Junius W. MacMurray. 


Fort Wyman, Rolla, Mo. 


9th Minnesota, Companies A, B, E, and I, 
Capt. Horace B. Strait. 


DISTRICT OF 


Brig. Gen. CLINTON B. FIsk. 


Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


2d Missouri State Militia Cavalry (nine 
companies), Col. John B. Rogers. 

2d Missouri Light Artillery, Batteries A 
and C, Capt. John E, Strodtman. 


Charleston, Mo. 


2d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany I (detachment), Lieut. James 
A. Ewing. 


New Madrid, Mo. 


lst Missouri Cavalry, Companies H, I, 
and L, Capt. Valentine Preuitt. 

2d Missouri Light Artillery, Battery B 
(heavy), Capt. John J. Sutter. 


Outpost, Bloomfield, Mo. 
2d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


panies A and M, Lieut. Col, Hiram 
M, Hiller, 


Houston, Mo. 


Sth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com-. 
panies B and G, Capt. Richard Mur- 


phy. 
6th Provacoual Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
Company I, Capt. A. McKinney. 


Salem, Mo. 
5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


panies C and M, Capt. Levi E. Why- 
bark. 


Waynesville, Mo. 
5th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 


panies A, EH, and H, Maj. Waldemar 
Fischer. 


SAINT LOUIS. 


» 
Outpost, Centreville, Mo. 


3d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany C, Capt. Solon A. C. Bart- 
lett. 


Outpost, Farmington, Mo. 


3d Missouri State Militia, Company B, 
Capt. Henry B. Milks. 


Outpost, I'redericktown, Mo. 


3d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- 
pany I, Capt. Hiram A. Rice, 


Pilot Knob, Mo. 


Col. RicHarD G. Woopson. 


| Ist Missouri State Militia Infantry, Com- 
panies C, D, F, and I, Lieut. Col. 
John N. Herder. 

3d Missouri State Militia Cavalry (eight 
companies), Maj. James Wilson. 

6th Missouri Cavalry, Companies A, D, 
i, and L, Maj. Samuel Montgomery. 
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Outpost, Patterson, Mo. Pacific, Mo. 
3d Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Com- | 1st Missouri State Militia Infantry, Com- 
panies 'A and L, Capt. William T. ’ panies E and H, Capt. John F. W, 
Leeper. Dette. 


POST OF SAINT LOUIS, MO. 
- Col. James H. Baker. 


7th Minnesota, Maj. George Bradley. 

9th Minnesota, Companies G and H, Maj. William Markham. 
10th Minnesota, Lieut. Col. Samuel P. Jennison. 

2d Missouri Light Artillery, Battery G, Lieut. Col. Nelson Cole. 


MISCELLANEOUS POSTS. 


Benton Barracks, Mo. 


: Col. BENJAMIN L. E. BONNEVILLE. 


1st Missouri State Militia Infantry, Companies A and K, Capt. John Rupp. 
1st Missouri Infantry (African descent), Col. Thomas H. Barrett. 
2d Missouri Infantry (African descent), Companies A and B, Capt. Thomas Sharp. 
2d Colorado Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Theodore H. Dodd. 
9th Iowa Cavalry, Col. Matthew M. Trumbull. 
9th Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Company C, Capt. John D. McFarland. 
11th Missouri Cavalry, Company M, Capt. George W. Weber. 
12th Missouri Cavalry (five companies and detachment), Maj. Richard H. Brown. 
Post hospital, Surg. Ira Russell. 


Schofield Barracks, Mo. 
1st Missouri Cavalry, Company F, Capt. James Clifford. 
Military prison at Alton, Ill. 
37th Iowa, Col. George W. Kincaid. 


ENROLLED MISSOURI MILITIA.* 


Brig. Gen. THomas L. CRAWFORD, commanding Second District. . 

Brig. Gen. JAMES R. McCoRMICK, commanding Third District. 

Brig. Gen. CoLty B. HOLLAND, commanding Fourth District. 

Brig. Gen. JosrpH B. DOUGLASS, commanding Eighth and Ninth Districts. 


1st Provisional Enrolled Militia (four companies), Maj. Lewis P. Miller. 
2d Provisional Enrolled Militia (one company), Maj. Asbury C. Marsh. 
3d Provisional Enrolled Militia (one company). 
4th Provisional Enrolled Militia (four companies), Lieut. Col. Andrew J. Swain. 
6th Provisional Enrolled Militia (eleven companies), Col. Fedelio S. Jones. 
7th Provisional Enrolled Militia (twelve companies), Col. John D, Allen. 
9th Provisional Mnrolled Militia (mustered out). 

31st Enrolled Militia (two companies), Col. Manlove Cranor. 

42d Enrolled Militia (one company). 

66th Knrolled Militia (one company), Capt. Johnson W. Jewett. 

67th Enrolled Militia (one company), Lieut. A. Kempinsky. 

74th Enrolled Militia (one company), Lieut. John V. Hoover. 

75th Enrolled Militia (one company), Capt. Jacob Huffman. 

80th Enrolled Militia (four companies), Col. L. J. Rankin. 

8ist Enrolled Militia (fonr companies), Col. John Scott. 

82d Enrolled Militia (five companies), Col. James H. Moss. 


* At Albany, DBailey’s, Béthany, Big River Bridge, Carrollton, Chillicothe, Fulton, 
Glasgow, Hannibal, Huntsville, Jefferson City, Kinswick, Liberty, Marysville, Melan, 
Mexico, Oregon, Richmond, Saint Joseph, Sand Springs, Springfield, Victoria, and 
Wellsville, and in Cedar, Christian, Dade, Dallas, Douglas, Greene, Lawrence, New- 
ton, Polk, Stone, and Webster Counties. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of the Northwest, Maj. Gen. John Pope command- 
ing, for December, 1863. 
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Organization of troops in the Department of the Northwest, commanded 
by Maj. Gen. John Pope, December 31, 1863. 


DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN. 
Brig. Gen. THomas C. H. SMITH. 


30th Wisconsin (detachment), Col. Daniel J. Dill. 


DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA. 
Brig. Gen. Henry H. SIBLEY. 


6th Minnesota, Col. William Crooks. 

8th Minnesota, Col. Minor T. Thomas. 

6th and 10th Minnesota (detachments), Col. Minor T. Thomas. 

2d Minnesota Cavalry, Maj. Robert N. McLaren. 

Hatch’s Battalion Minnesota Cavalry, Maj. Edwin A. C. Hatch. 

3d Minnesota Battery, convalescents, invalid corps, sick in hospital, &c., 
Maj. Robert N. McLaren. 


DISTRICT OF IOWA. 


Brig. Gen. ALFRED SULLY. 


30th Wisconsin (detachment), Companies D and F, Lieut. Col. Edward M. Bartlett. 
Dakota Cavalry, Company A, Capt. Nelson Miner. 

Dakota Cavalry, Company B, Capt. William Tripp. 

6th Iowa Cavalry, Col. David S. Wilson. ; , 

_ 7th Iowa Cavalry, Company I, Capt. Andrew J. Millard. 

7th Iowa Cavalry (detachments), Companies K, L, and M, Capt. Bradley Mahana. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, | WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 1. } Washington, January 1, 1864. 
By direction of the President of the United States, Maj. Gen. Samuel 
R. Curtis, U. S. Volunteers, is assigned to the command of the Depart- 
ment of Kansas, which will consist of the State of Kansas, the Territo- 
ries of Nebraska and Colorado, and the Indian Territory, including the 
military post of Fort Smith; headquarters at Fort Leavenworth. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, .. 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. Dist. oF MINNESOTA, DEPT. OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Saint Paul, Minn., January 3, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN POPE, 
Comdg. Department of the Northwest, Milwaukee, Wis. : 

GENERAL: I have received dispatches from Major Hatch, dated Pem- 
bina, 21st ultimo. A synopsis of. the information contained therein is 
as follows, viz: 

The bands of Little Crow and Little Six are still near Fort Garry, on 
British soil, and so annoying has their conduct become that the settlers 
have resolved upon their forcible expulsion. Major Hatch has been 
written to, at the request of these murdering refugees, that they have 
9 criminals only, including Little Six himself, whom they are willing to 
surrender to our military authorities as the price of peace. A detach- 
ment had been sent out to a point.5 miles beyond Saint Joseph, to fall 
upon and destroy three lodges encamped there. The service was per- 
formed, and 6 Sioux killed. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. H. SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{Indorsemont.] 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST, 
Milwaukee, January 8, 1864. 
Respectfully transmitted for the information of the General-in-Chief. 


JNO. POPE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS Post, Cassville, Mo., January 4, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Joun B. SANBORN, . 
Commanding District of Southwestern Missouri : . 


I forward reports of two scouts, one under command of Lieutenan 
[Albert A.] Irwin, the other in charge of Lieut. A. J. Garner, Second 
Arkansas Cavalry. 

On the 24th ultimo, I gave orders to Lieutenant Garner to proceed in 
the direction of and beyond Pineville, and reconnoiter, with 50 men, and 
ascertain, if possible, the movements of Stand Watie, who was said to be 
in that neighborhood with 500 or 600 men. Lieutenant Garner arrived 
on Cowskin Creek; found that Stand Watie had been there, but left the 
day before. He followéd his trail to the line; but the enemy being too 
far ahead, the pursuit was fruitless, and abandoned. At the headwaters 
of Butler’s Creek, where he had turned off, Lieutenant Garner found 
and took possession of a cave with a blacksmith’s shop and about 100 


l 
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bushels of corn in it. He destroyed all. Ten miles below, on the same 
stream, in another cave, of 3 guerrillas found there, 1 was killed and 1 
wounded; the other escaped. In this cave Lieutenant Garner found a 
small parcel of dry goods, about 2 pounds of gunpowder, 1 bushel of 
salt, 1 shot-gun and 1 rifle. These (but the dry-goods) he ordered de- 
stroyed: From a point 12 miles farther down stream, he scouted in 
various directions, and found himself in a section of country swarming 
with guerrillas. He burned four houses on Butler’s Creek and seized 
three yoke of oxen and as many wagons. On his return, the 29th ultimo, 
he turned the captured property over to the quartermaster at this post. 
He had marched, while reconnoitering and scouting, about 150 miles. 
In the mean time information was received that one of my men, under 
Lieutenant [Joseph] Brown, had been wounded by the guerrillas near 
Cross Hollow. I dispatched Lieutenant Irwin to that vicinity with 26 
men; there he joined Brown. 

With his party augmented by 4 of Lieutenant Brown’s men, the bal- 
ance of whom were ordered to return to Cassville to escort the wounded 
man, Lieutenant Irwin, hearing of the noted guerrilla Glover of that 
neighborhood, proceeded to his house and set fire to it. Glover was 
not there. From that place he advanced in a northeast direction, and 
at the distance of about 1 mile from the burning house made out 3 bush- 
whackers lurking in his front. He gave chase for about 2 miles, in vain. 
The guerrillas had taken refuge in the bush. At night, December — 
27, 1863, Lieutenant Irwin camped at Block’s Mill. Next morning his 
pickets were fired into, but the enemy fled on the approach of Irwin’s 
party from Block’s Mill. Lieutenant Irwin descended in a southeast 
direction. Onthe White River, at the ford, saw, but failed to capture or 
kill, a mounted guerrilla ; crossed over to the northeast, among the hills 
bordering the river, and in a ravine, at the residence of Coon Baker, the 
most notorious guerrilla of that region, surprised John Roller, another 
bandit; in attempting to escape, this Roller was shot dead, and his 
horse, arms, and accouterments captured. They were turned over to the 
quartermaster at post. Lieutenant Irwin thence proceeded northwest 
toward Indian Creek ; here another guerrilla and robber was shot. The 
hills known as Roller Ridge were next searched ; they are a well-known 
rendezvous for banditti, murderers, and highwaymen. Nothing was 
found, and Lieutenant Irwin, after four days of meandering march 
through a very rugged country, his horses tired, almost exhausted, re- 
turned to this post without injury or loss. Hemarched about 125 miles. 


Lam, &c., 
JOHN E. PHELPS, 
Lieut. Third U.S. Cav., Recruiting Comr. Second Ark., Comdg. Post. 


CONFEDERATE CORRESPONDENCH, HTC. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No, 2. 3 Little Rock, Ark., January 6, 1863. 

All deserters belonging to the Army of the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment, and still absent from their commands, who will return to their re- 
spective commands before the Ist of February, 1863, will be restored to 
duty without trial. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes: 
‘ S. S. ANDERSON, 
. Assistant Adjutant- General. 
49 RB R—VOL XX1i, PT I 
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HEADQUARTERS INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., January 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper, Commanding, ce. : 

Sir: Having been appointed by the general in command of the Trans- 
Mississippi Department to the command of the forces in the Indian Ter- 
ritory, I have to request that you will report to these headquarters as 
early as practicable, showing the numbers, condition, and all other facts 
necessary to be known in regard to the forces now under your command 
in the Indian Territory. You will also cause to be communicated to _ 
these headquarters, at the earliest practicable moment, such information 
as may be obtainable in: reference to the quantity, condition, &c., of the 
commissary and quartermaster’s stores in the possession of the officers of 
these departments, respectively, in the Indian Territory. Itis desirable 
that a personal interview should be had with you at an early moment, 
if the same can be had without prejudice to your command. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 


brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, January 8, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. T. C. HINDMAN, Commanding First Corps: . « 


GENERAL: I avail of Mr. Grimes’ visit to headquarters to say that 
letters were received yesterday from Col. Chilly McIntosh and Colone} 
Watie. ‘The former gives intelligence of a hostile force on Deep Fork, 
Creek Nation. The latter is encamped on Canadian, in the Cherokee 
country, near Stans’ place, known as Briartown. Federals and Pins 
decamped from Gibson’s, after burning Canton and Davis, on the night 
of 28th December, and marched, without halting, to Musgrove’s (45 to 
50 miles), near Cincinnati. Col. D.[N.] McIntosh sends a copy of letter 
received by him from Colonel Phillips, making overtures to the Creeks. 
Only about 8 or 10 Creeks went over to the enemy, and these not of the 
army. Some of Colonel Watie’s men and other Southern Cherokees 
have gone over. All complain of destitution and the inadequacy of the 
Confederate protection. My opinion is, unless a large white force, well 
appointed and furnished for service, be sent into the Indian Territory 
soon, that upon the advent of the Federals next spring the people wilh 
be prepared to submit for the sake of saving land and other property. 
There is a strong under-current drifting them that way now. 

Truly, yours, &e., 
DOUGLAS H. COOPER, 
Brigadier-General. 


_ [P. S.]—I will send copies of the letters referred to. Iam concentrat- 
ing what force I can at the Canadian Depot (Johnson’s place), but we 
are not in condition for service. The mules will scarcely draw empty 
wagons. ‘The fact is, we cut such a figure that our forces are becoming 
an object of derision among the Indians. 


Hpgrs. First Div., First Corps, TRANS-Miss. DEPT., 
Fort Smith, Ark., January 13, 1863. 
JOHN R. BAYLOR, Governor of Arizona, ke. : 
GoVERNOR: Your communication addressed to Brigadier-General’ 
Pike, in reference to the defense of Texas frontier and. the Indian Ter- 


Cuar. XXXIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. Ti 


ritory, has deen referred by Major-General Hindman, commanding this 
corps of the Trans-Mississippi Army, to the undersigned, as commandant 
of the Indian Territory and ex officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 
Permit me to return my acknowledgments for your offer to co-operate 
in all matters tending to the protection of the frontier of Texas and the 
department to which I have been assigned the command. 

There is now on the march to the Indian Territory a brigade of in- 
fantry, consisting of four regiments, under the command of Colonel 
Speight; also one battery of artillery. There is now in the Indian Ter- 
ritory a brigade of cavalry, under the command of Brig. Gen. D. H. 
Cooper. My recent assignment to this command, and the absence of 
a prior knowledge of the country over which it is to be exercised, ren- 
der it impossible to suggest any fixed or decided plan of co-operation 
with you. So far, however, as circumstances may hereafter offer, I shall 
feel it both a duty to the Government as well as a personal pleasure 
to render a co-operation of our respective forces both harmonious and 
effective. Should occasion offer suggestive of practical and successful 
results, I shall communicate with you without delay. 


_ Respectfully, &c., WM. STEELE 
e 9 


Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Little Rock, Ark., January 13, 1863. 
Major-General HINDMAN, 
Commanding First Corps, &e.: 

GENERAL: I have been directed by Lieutenant-General Holmes to 
say to you that the command of Brigadier-General Steele will be con- 
sidered an independent one, and that in future he will make his reports 
direct to department headquarters. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
BL < Richmond, Va., January 14, 1863. 
General T. H. HoLMEs, ; 
Comdg. Trans-Mississippi Department, Little Rock, Ark. : 


GENERAL: I transmit to you herewith Special Orders, No. 11, as- 
signing Lieut. Gen. E. K, Smith to the command of the Southwestern 
Army, embracing within its limits the Departments of West Louisiana 
and Texas, and separating the same from the Trans- Mississippi Depart- 
ment, under your command. ‘This arrangement and assignment has 
become necessary on account of the very extended geographical limits 
of your former command, which precluded the possibility of your giving 
attention, amongst your other multifarious duties, to the great extent — 
of country lying south and southwest of Arkansas, and which has re- 
cently become of vast importance for defensive purposes against the 
approaches of the enemy. In order to a mutual co-operation by the 
troops of these two separate commands in cases of emergency or neces- 
sity, there should be a constant intercommunication between their re- 
spective commands, and this is especially urged upon both commands, 
by direction of the President. 
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The want of a sufficient force for active and efficient operation in the 
command of Lieutenant-General Smith makes not only desirable, but 
necessary, a draft upon the troops at present under your immediate 
orders in Arkansas. At least four brigades of Texas troops will be re- 
quired for the Southwestern Army, and, looking at the composition of 
your forces, as rendered in your synoptical list of recent date, it is 
thought that the division of General McCulloch, comprising the bri- 
gades under Colonels Young, Randal, and Flournoy, all Texas infantry, 
with a brigade of Texas cavalry, under Brigadier-General Hawes, would, 
by their withdrawal from your command, least derange your organiza- 
tion, as represented in that list. General Smith will send a staff officer 
to your headquarters to confer with you on this subject, and it is hoped 
you will give such facilities on this point as will contribute in carrying 
into effect the wishes and views of the President. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, &c., your obedient servant, 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Iinclosure. | 


SPECIAL ORDERS, pease AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 11. Richmond, Va., January 14, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


XVIII. Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith is assigned to the command of 
the Southwestern Army, embracing the Departments of West Louis- 
iana and Texas. The geographical limits of this command will here- 
after be separate and distinct.from the command of the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department, named in previous orders. 

Lieutenant-General Smith will proceed, with his staff, to Alexandria, 
La., and assume this command. 
* * me * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. lst Div., Ist Corps, TRANS-MISSISSIPP1] ARMY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., January 14, 1863. 


Col. R. C. Newton, Chief of Staff: 


CoLONEL: Colonel Speight reports this morning the capture of 20 
men of his rear guard last evening, some 15 miles from here, on the 
Louisiana Railroad, by a company of the enemy, some 30 strong, said to 
be under the command of a Capt. Martin D. Hart. a renegade Texan. 
Steps will be taken to pursue and punish this party, if possible. This 
bold step, and the fact of there being many sympathizers scattered 
through the country, must necessarily endanger, if not cut off, commu- 
nication with your headquarters. The general commanding respectfully 
suggests that, if possible, a vigilant and constant patrol should be kept 
up along this line of communication. \ 

By direction of Brigadier-General Steele:  - 

‘ J. F. CROSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


P.S.—The absence of any forage at this post renders the cavalry 
here of little service. 


Mer 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Smith, Ark., January 15, 1863. 


Colonel [J. O.] MoNROE, Commanding Brigade : 


COLONEL: You will take up your line of march with your own avail- 
able force and those under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel [R. P.] 
Crump, who will report to you at as early amomentas practicable. You 
will proceed to the localities between this point and Dardanelle, at which - 
numerous outrages have been committed since the retirement of the 
main body of the army, and use your best energies to find and destroy 
any party or parties of outlaws who have been engaged in the perpetra- 
tion of these outrages. All persons whom you may have just reason of 
suspecting as accomplices, will be arrested by you and reported at the 
headquarters of the First Corps of this army. In all matters of detail 
in this connection you are to exercise your own sound judgment and 
discretion. You will lose no opportunity of informing yourself as to the 
extent, &c., of any disaffection existing in the country in which you are 
to operate. 

~ By command of Brig. Gen. William Steele: 


J. F. CROSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Smith, Ark., January 15, 1863. 
Col. R. C. NEWTON, 
Chief of Staff, First Corps, Trans-Mississippi Army : 


COLONEL: Colonel Speight has arrived in this vicinity with his com- 
mand, but, owing to an unfortunate combination of circumstances, it is 
utterly out of the question for him to move on with hiscommand. The 
ground is covered with snow from 8 to 12 inches in depth. The inter- 
mediate streams between this point and Johnson’s Depot are swollen to 
such an extent as to render them impassable in the absence of boats 
and bridges. His animals are completely broken down, and there is not 
a particle of forage to be had in this vicinity. In order to prepare bread- 
stuffs for Colonel Monroe’s and Lieutenant-Colonel Crump’s commands’ . 
(whom there has been an imperative necessity of sending in pursuit of 
Jawless bands who have been murdering and laying waste the country 
in this vicinity), a draft has necessarily been made upon the corn in the 
commissary store for hospital use. Colonel Speight may find it impos- 
sible to move in several days, certainly so unless there is a very great 
improvement in the condition of the roads. It is needless to say that 
there is an utter impossibility of procuring supplies of any description 
in this part of the country. The information received from Johnson’s 
Depot indicates the arrival of a very limited quantity of supplies at that 
point, as yet. Under the circumstances it is urgently requested that a 
supply of corn, &ec., be sent up the river, if possible, or by such other 
mode of conveyance as may be deemed best and most speedy under ex- 
isting circumstances. If forwarded by boat, itis respectfully suggested 
that a cavalry scout be sent up on either side of the river as a protection 
against surprise and attack by the guerrilla bands of the enemy. Colo- 
nel Speight will be ordered to send back, under a strong guard, as many 
of the wagons and teams belonging to his command as may be practi- 
cable, for the purpose of bringing up immediately such supply of corn as 
can be obtained down theriver. ‘The rise in the river at this place will, 
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it is supposed, render navigation practicable. The animals at this post 
have been without forage for several days past, and, unless corn is for- 
warded immediately, stock of every description must die of starvation. 


Respectfully, a Se - 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.—In order to save time, a copy of the foregoing has been sent to 
Col. S. S. Anderson, assistant adjutant-general, Wc. 


Hpgrs. 1st Div., 1st Corps, TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ARMY, 
, Fort Smith, Ark., January 18, 1863. 
JOHN R. BAYLOR, 
Governor of Arizona, Comdg. Troops, Frontier of Texas : 


GOVERNOR: A communication has already been written to you sev- 
eral days ago, and has been lying on my table awaiting some certain 
and safe mode of transmission. Since writing, circumstances have oc- 
curred in this vicinity which I deem necessary to inform you of, at least 


.in part. Subsequent to the retirement of General Hindman with his 


army from this section, a guerrilla force of the enemy has made its way 
to the south side of the Arkansas River, and, I am fearful, have suc- 
ceeded in cutting off my communication with headquarters. This, so 
far as I am concerned, is unavoidable, as I have no cavalry force, and 
nothing to subsist it with if I had one. This force of the enemy, I have 
no doubt, is being rapidly augmented from the Unionists of this sec- 
tion and the deserters from General Hindman’s army. There were 
many arms scattered through the country during the late retreat, and, 
I take it for granted, are in the possession of this band and their ad- 
herents, as but few stand have been recovered, after diligent search. 
The topography of the country where these parties operate is of such a 
character as to render pursuit useless, unless the men are well mounted, 
and the pursuit is kept up without relaxation. The chief object of this, 
however, is to inform you that this lawless band is under the command 
of one Martin D. Hart, formerly a member of the Texas senate, from 
Hunt County, and who now represents himself as a captain in the First 


Texas Regiment (Federal). I am satisfied that communication is being , 
kept up between Hart and Abolition sympathizers in Northern Texas, | 


and it is possible that, should he conceive himself strong enough, he 
may attempt to push his raid into that section. I have sent all the 
cavalry in my command, say 220 men, in pursuit; but, from the ex- 
hausted condition of the horses, I have no special hope of success. I 
would respectfully suggest a maintainment of a vigilant and close 
watch along the various channels of communication with this section 
of the country, with the object of intercepting all communication be- 
tween Hart and his Texas friends and sympathizers. I shall soon move 
my headquarters nearer my supplies, on Red River, to what particular 
point I cannot now determine, and I shall then be able to hold more 
convenient correspondence with you in reference to the material oper- 
ations of our respective commands. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, Ge. 


Te = 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Smith, Ark., January 18, 1863. 
General D. H. CooPER: 


GENERAL: Since the retirement of General Hindman from this vicin- 
ity, the intermediate country between this and Dardanelle, and the 
south of this in the direction of Waldron, has been infested with lawless 
bands of robbers and murderers. These bands are composed chiefly 
ot Union men and deserters from General Hindman’s army. From such 
information as I am enabled to obtain, they are under the leadership of 
one Martin D. Hart, a renegade Texan, and who now claims to be act- 
ing undera commission as captain in the First Regiment Texas (Iederal) 
Volunteers. Several of the most respectable citizens of the valley of 
the Arkansas have been murdered, and numerous robberies committed 
by these outlaws. Having received no intelligence from headquarters 
for some time, I am induced to believe that my communication in that 
direction has been cut off. I have sentin pursuit all the cavalry at my 
command. The horses are, however, in such low condition as to prom- 
ise no very successful result. These men seem to be well armed and 
mounted, and are evidently aivided into several parties, having, no 
doubt, a common rendezvous. Last night there was a party within 4’ 
miles of this place, killing and robbing, and on yesterday there was a 

- party of some 50 men, with a couple of wagons and several negroes, 
depredating some 20 miles south of this, in the direction of Waldron. 
This last-mentioned party is said to have taken the Doaksville road. 
It is desirable that you should keep a close watch upon all the channels 
of communication leading to Texas, as this man Hart has declared his 
intention of making a raid into that State. There is also said to be a 
party of 80 or 90 in the vicinity of Sugar Loaf Mountain. You must 
have all trains passing well guarded, and keep up through the country 
south of this as active a system of scouting as possible. Be specially 
careful in permitting no persons with negroes or otherwise to pass your 
lines. Many negroes have, no doubt, been stolen, and it will doubtless 
be attempted to send them to Texas under false pretenses. Colonel 
Speight is near here with a brigade of infantry, reported to me for service 
in the Indian country. They have been stopped on their march for the 
present; they will go forward as soon as the weather changes. Please 
use every exertion ‘to hurry up supplies from below. A} would suggest 
that you move the greater portion of your cavalry to some point or 
points to the southward, where forage may be obtained and the objects 
herein suggested attained. Of course, you will leave strong and suffi- 
cient guards at such points as supplies are being accumulated. I shall 
go forward into the Indian Territory as soon as affairs can be put in 
some shape here. In regard to the movements of your troops as indi- 
eated, of course much is left to your direction, as you may be surrounded 
by circumstances in regard to which I may be ignorant. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpgrs. 1st Div., 1st Corps, TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ARMY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., January 19, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. R. P. Crump, 
Commanding Lane’s [Texas Regiment] : 


CoLONEL: You will report to Colonel Monroe, commanding Carroll’s 
brigade, Arkansas cavalry, for special duty, in regard: to which orders 
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have been given. After proceeding with Colonel Monroe as far in the 
direction of General Hindman’s headquarters as may be deemed neces- 
sary, you will proceed with your command to such point within the 
limits of the Indian Territory, near Red River, as will enable you most 
conveniently to refit and equip the regiment which you command. You 
will use every exertion to cause a return to duty on the part of the mis- 
guided men who have deserted your ranks, and in this connection you 
will freely circulate the general order from department headquarters, 
tendering a full pardon to such as shall return to duty within a pre- 
scribed time. . 

The general commanding feels confident in the hope that you will 
soon have in the field a regiment ready for active service, and if consti- 
tuted of such material as your present command has proven itself to be 
made of, it will surely add fresh honor to the arms of the Confederate 
States and to the gallant State from which you hail, as well as afford 
pride and satisfaction to the general who commandsit. You will report 
the progress you make under this letter of instructions to these head- 
quarters as often as convenient. The general commanding would be 
pleased to give an extended period of rest to the troops under your 
command, fully appreciating the arduous and laborious service through 
which they have passed, but, with the enemy in our very midst, ener- 
getically engaged in their accustomed work of ruin and devastation, it 
behooves us to lose not a moment in bringing into the field every man 
possessed of the spirit or the ability to defend all that is worth fight- 
ing for. Itis, therefore, hoped that the duty devolving upon you will 
be consummated as early as possible. You will leave at this post 15 good 
effective men, as well mounted as possible, under the command of a 
commissioned officer, this detachment being required as a special escort 
to the commanding general. 

By command of Brigadier-General Steele: 

J. F. CROSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF TUE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Tort Smith, Ark., January 27, 1863. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Little Rock : 

COLONEL: I am receiving reports from the commands in the Indian 
country, and find them inan exceedingly destitute condition. General 
Cooper, at Johnson’s Depot, has less than 500 pounds of flour, and very 
little of anything else. He has commenced moving toward Red River. 
The snow-storm, high water, and want of forage has prevented the trains 
from going to their destination with supplies. Speight’s brigade I have 
ordered to diverge to the vicinity of Doaksville. I fear they will suffer 
for breadstufis before they reach that place; the teams were in wretched 
condition when they left here. The recent appearance of a party of the 
enemy at Van Buren will, I suppose, deter the boats with supplies from 
coming up. The force was only 140 men, with one small cannon. Had 
the party from Dardanelle gone up, this force could have been punished, 
and the supplies, which are necessary to prevent suffering amongst the ~ 
men and starvation amongst the animals, &¢c., have come through. I 
hope the attempt will be renewed with better success. The present 
state of the road, with impassable water courses, renders it morally cer- 
tain that no supplies can come here from Texas. There being no corn 
here to supply the return trains is also an obstacle; in fact I know notb- 
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ing that will relieve so many troubles as a steamboat-load of corn. I 
trust it will be sent up,if possible. On the south side of the river the 
scouting parties need not be so strong as on the north, 50 men being 
sufficient for any probable emergency. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


P. S.—if a piece of artillery and ammunition can be sent for use at 
this post, it is desirable that it should be done. 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., January 27, 1863. 


[General D. H. COOPER :]} 


GENERAL: Your communication of 22d instant, together with inclo- 
sures, was received last night at 10o0’clock. Itis a source of much regret 
to know that there has been such gross mismanagement and neglect on 
the part of commissary agents in failing to forward to such points as 
have been indicated in orders the necessary supply of breadstufts, &c. 
From the tenor of General Hindman’s verbal instructions, as well as 
from the report of Mr. Grimes (who is partner of Mr. C. B. Johnson), 
it was confidently believed that there had already been a considerable 
accumulation of supplies at Johnson’s Depot. The exhausted condi- 
tion of the commissariat at this post and the impossibility of getting up 
supplies from below, has rendered it imperative to order south the bri- 
gade under command of Colonel Speight. He (Colonel Speight) has 
been ordered to fix his camp somewhere in the vicinity of Doaksville, 
under the belief that supplies of breadstuffs had been brought to John- 
son’s Depot. Colonel 8S. was originally ordered via this point; being 
informed, however, of the scarcity of the article at the above point, 
the order was countermanded, and Colonel 8. instructed to take a dif 
ferent route. 

Your intention to fail back with your command so as to be more con- 
venient to your supplies, is approved of, as there seems to be no other 
alternative. As regards your horses and transportation animals, the 
difficulties represented had been foreseen, and orders have been hereto- 
fore forwarded to your headquarters on this subject. The general com- 
manding had fully determined, on learning the condition of his depart- 
ment, to move the main body of the troops to the vicinity of Red River, 
where supplies can be readily furnished, the men re-equipped and re- 
cruited, and placed as far as may be on a footing for active operations 
as soon as the weather and other circumstances may admit of move- 
ments in the field. 

The general commanding is in receipt of verbal instructions from Lieu- 
tenant-General Holmes with regard to feeding indigent Indians, and 
will be pleased to receive any sug egestions from you as regards the most 
feasible and practicable method of accomplishing this. Much advan- 
tage is hoped to be derived from your personal knowledge of the Indian 
chiefs and your large experience in connection with the administration 
of their affairs. Care will be taken to devise a plan by means of which 
the desired end may be attained, and any chance of fraud upon the 
Governmentexcluded. Although the duties of Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs have devolved upon the general in command, he has as yet not 
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been furnished with information on the subject. Information has been 
thus far ineffectually sought touching the whereabouts of the archives 
pertaining to the superintendency, the number and locality of the sev- 
eral agents on duty, contracts for clothing, commissary stores, &c. 
General Pike had arrived in Little Rock prior to the departure of Gen- 
eralS. [Steele], but, from the urgent tenor of Lieutenant-General Holmes’ 
order, there was no time allowed for an interview with him. The gen- 
eral commanding hopes to receive much valuable information from you 
touching these things, and with this view will proceed in the direction 
of your headquarters as soon as the garrison at this point can be put 
in a defensible and living condition. Information has been received 
from department headquarters that corn has-been sent up the river; 
but as a cavalry force of the enemy has lately made its appearance in 
Van Buren, it is possible that this may not reach him for some days. 
Colonel Speight’s command left this place with inadequate transporta- 
tion and supplies. His route will be to Blackburn’s, and thence to 
Doaksville. Any supplies you may be able to put on his route will be 
advancing the public interests ; in fine, it is the wish of the general in 
command that all subordinate officers in the department should har- 
moniously work together for the general good. 

_ The command in the Territory, conditioned as now is, cannot be ren- 
dered available; it is, therefore, necessary to use every energy to put 
this command speedily in such condition as to render it effective and 
capable of advancing when the proper time shall arrive. To do this 
properly it is necessary to drill and discipline, prepare transportation, 
ammunition, &c., save up and accumulate supplies at points as far ad- 
vanced as circumstances may determine, so as that we shall be in a con- 
dition to make a campaign which will result not only in clearing the 
Nations of the enemy, but in ‘“‘ carrying the war into Africa” itself. 

Your dispatch of the 23d instant, together with accompanying docu- 
ments, has been received whilst writing, and I extend my congratula- 
tions on your good fortune in the relief afforded your commissary by 
means of late arrival of flour train. As the general in command is un- 
able to determine at what time he may have it in his power to visit the 
Indian Territory, he is glad to know that you will visit him at his pres- 
ent headquarters. Since his assignment to this command he has con- 
stantly experienced the necessity of having a personal interview with 
yourself at the earliest practicable moment. It has been impossible to 
leave this portion of the country up to the present time without aban- 
doning all this country to our enemies, or rather that which would 
prove more destructive than an organized enemy—bands of traitors who 
abound in this vicinity. Aslong as a cavalry force could be detained 
here, efforts to ferret out and destroy these bands, on the south side of 
the river, were attended with considerable success; the necessity, how- 
ever, of sending the cavalry to some point accessible to forage, has ren- 
dered the general in command powerless in this respect. Matters have 
been properly represented to department headquarters, and a cavalry 
scout on both sides of the river suggested. ; 

Reports were received on yesterday that some 30 traitors were at- 
tempting to make their way across the Arkansas River, at Threlkeld’s, © 
to join the enemy at Fayetteville ; these were from Scott County. You 
must exercise, general, the utmost vigilance in having properly guarded 
your supply trains. Should these bands arrive at sufficient strength, — 
they a no doubt attempt to interfere with our lines of communica- 
tion, &e. 

Instructions have been forwarded to Captain Cabell, assistant quar-— 
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termaster.at Bonham, Tex., to purchase a sufficient quantity of corn on 
Red River to supply for the present the demands of the force to be sta- 
tioned in that vicinity. This has been directed to be done quietly, so as 
to give no occasion for undue speculation. Instructions have also gone 
to Mr. C. B. Johnson, urging the utmost energy in the discharge of his 
duties. His partner, Mr.-Grimes, reports the purchase of a million and 
a half pounds of wheat and flour, and that Mr. Johnson would succeed 
in getting from one thousand to two thousand pork hogs. 

Please find inclosed applications for furlough and discharges, with 
oe indorsed thereon; also printed copies of General Orders, Nos. 4 
and 5.* 

By direction of Brigadier-General Steele: 

Very respectfully, 
J. F. CROSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, January 28, 1863. 
Col, JOHN [W.] SPEIGHT: 

COLONEL: Your three letters on the subject of supplies, orders, and 
the movements of the battery have this moment been received. It ap- 
pears that you did not receive the order countermanding the order to 
send the battery, which was dispatched to you a few hours after the 
order to return was given. As it is, itis very well, as the battery was 
not wanted, but it appears to me that prompt action would have enabled 
the battery to return, as my courier met no obstacle in his return. Had 
the enemy crossed the river as was anticipated, he having captured a 
steamboat, the want of the cannon might have been fatal to us. 

As to subsistence, when you were ordered to Johnson’s, I was informed 
that supplies were furnished you sufficient to carry you to your destina- 
tion, which not proving to be the case, every assistance was given that 
was possible. 

I have received no supplies at this point since my repeated conver- 
sations with you; it is a question of starvation with the troops and 
sick. I had every reason to believe that there was flour on the road, 
and have even at this moment received a note from General Cooper that 
trains have passed in this direction, but that they had probably turned 
off toward Waldron, a movement which, thinking it might be made, I 
had sent orders to prevent. You are in an extremely difficult position, 
I admit, but how | can render you any assistance [ cannot see. No 
time was given before you were ordered to my command for the slight- 
est preparation. Orders have been forwarded to you to go to the 
vicinity of Doaksville. Orders have been expressed to the commissary 
agents to send supplies to that point. I have been informed from vari- 
ous sources that there is flour at Johnson’s, on Brushy. I think you 
need be under no apprehension of anything like starvation, though you 
may be on short rations a few days. ? 

Your obedient servant, ; 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


P.S.—Send ahead to Riddle, and, if the flour trains have passed, send 
for them if they are not so far that you can sooner get supplies from 
Johnson’s, on Brushy. 


- 


* Omitted. 
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RICHMOND, VA., January 29, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General HOLMES, 
Care of Sherrald, messenger at Vicksburg, Miss. : 

Your dispatch of the 22d received. ‘The President suspends the writ 
of habeas corpus in Arkansas and the adjacent Indian country. You 
will establish the necessary regulations to protect persons and property, 
and to maintain order, but will abstain from any further control over 
the rights of persons and property than is necessary for defensive pur- 
poses and military discipline. 

- By order of the President: 
S. CQOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 25. Richmond, January 30, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


XVII. Brigadier-General Hindman is relieved from farther duty in 
the Trans-Mississippi Department. He will repair to Vicksburg, Miss., 
and there await further orders. ; 

* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 31, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A, SEDDON, Secretary of War: 


DEAR Sie: I will call at 1 p. m. to-day (Saturday) on Mr. Joynes, 
to learn, through him, from you, when it will be convenient for you 
to see me. I inclose for your perusal the documents* which pro- 
duced the change of opinion mentioned in my last note. The very de- 
cided (and it seems to me injudicious) language used by General Price 
in the closing paragraph of his Special Orders, No. 82, would indicate 
that to send him with only a portion of his troops to Arkansas would 
but increase the imbroglio, and one of the main objects in making any 
disposition of the subject now is to content him and his men. Since 
the date of my last note, General Price has telegraphed to Senator 
Clark that he is on his way here. Major Cabell thinks that the special 
order above alluded to was not intended to go as far as its language 
really does, and that the order suggested by me will fully satisfy Gen- 
eral Price and his men. If so, I still think it the best solution of the 
question. On his arrival, something may be determined on to give us 
the advantage of his presence in Arkansas to recruit our forces without 
detriment to the military operations in Mississippi. After settling this 
difficulty, arising out of misapprehended promises, the best plan will be 
to manage the Missouri troops on the simple military principle that 
they should cheerfully go wherever ordered, and so remain until ordered 
away. 

I remain, dear sir; very truly, yours, 
THOS. C. REYNOLDS, 
Governor of Missouri. 


* NOTE ON ORIGINAL.—Inclosures withdrawn by Mr. Shepherd, February 23, 1863. 
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Abstract from consolidated report of Hindman’s division, Trans-Misaissippi Army, Maj. 
Gen. Thomas C. Hindman commanding, for January 31, 1863. 


Present for 7 3] Be 
duty. fe 2, ar 
cI a a=] HY 
a a8 aa 
Command. ~ 8 32 eB 
E ae an ay 
See | a2 | See 
0) do 
cl © op ep boa 
3} =| 4 4 4 
General staff of division Pale es 12 LD Iljoceeace 
Frost 8 EPA ene mieeemn wane 80 960 | 1,482 | 2,443 2, 452 
Fagau's brigaGe ..-.--.--.....- 65 600 984 | 3,130 8, 127 
McRae's CORD GE OS 6S soe Cee ces aeerncars Ree nch es SA ee T2GH es 1029.9. 1,615. |ecd, 210k haere 
Parsons brigade...-...--. eee ena rae asieen seapiot se eines 186 | 1,715} 2,458] 4,454 4, 570 
SECU SE SES oe hese 7 eae Si es = 8a ey Res ogi eR Ce 63 (4G {Peds 169} 2) FOG ase ene 
Coarser’s company unattached cavalry .......-...------------ 3 61 81 Sia lneaase oe 
oe gas net ube tah Mie ge theo cn ee ea 485 | 5,111 | 7,751 | 16,845 | 10,149 


Composition of Hindman’s division, January 31, 1863.* 


Frost’s Brigade. 


Clark’s regiment. 
Mitchell’s regiment. 
Musser’s battalion. 
Rufiner’s battery. 


Mchae’s (Arkansas) Brigade. 


Gause’s regiment. 
Glenn’s regiment. 
MeNeill’s regiment. 
Morgan’s regiment. 
Marshall’s battery. 


Shaver’s (Arkansas) Brigade, 


Grinsted’s regiment. 
Shaler’s regiment. 
Shaver’s regiment. 
Etter’s battery. 


Fagan’s (Arkansas) Brigade. 


Brooks’ regiment. 
Hawthorn’s regiment. 
King’s regiment. 
Pleasants’ regiment. 
Blocher’s battery. 


Parsons’ (Missouri) Brigade. 


Caldwell’s regiment, 
Hunter’s regiment. 
Pickett’s regiment. 
Pindall’s battalion. 
White’s regiment. 
Roberts’ cavalry company. 
Tilden’s battery. 


Unattached. 
Coarser’s cavalry company. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February-3, 1863. 


General E. KrrBpy Smiru, Jackson, Miss. : 
Arrange, if you can, with General Pemberton for the exchange of 
General Price and his command for troops under your command to 


the west of the Mississippi. 


It is desired that General Price and his 


command should be transferred a8 soon as may be, consistently with 
the safety of General Pemberton’s command. 


J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 


Richmond, Va., February 5, 1863. 


General E, Kirspy Situ, General Commanding, &c. : 
Sir: I telegraphed you yesterday t to Jackson, Miss., requesting you 
to endeavor to arrange with General Pemberton for exchange of troops 


* Actual commanders not indicated on the original return. + Dispatch dated 3d, 
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from your command on the west of the river for the command of General 
Price, whom it is the desire of the Department to transfer as soon as exist- 
ing necessities will allow. I hope that telegram reached you; but, both 
to guard against mischance and to possess you more fully of the wishes 
of the Department on this subject, I address you by letter likewise. It 
has long been contemplated and desired by the Department to transfer 
General Price, with at least his Missouri troops, across the Mississippi, 
but unfortunately the exigencies of the service have constantly presented 
obstacles to the removal. The consequence has been much dissatisfac- 
tion and some distrust among the Missouri troops, and it is feared that 
General Price himself has conceived the idea of injustice done him. It 
has, too, been a constant subject of complaint and misrepresentation on 
both sides of the river among all disaffected toward the Government. 
All this it is important, as soon as possible, to extinguish by the transfer. 
In addition to, these motives, it is believed, as you will readily under- 
stand, that General Price’s influence and reputation can be made most 
available for the service of the Government. in the Trans-Mississippi De- 
vartment, and that, besides gathering additional forces at once from 

issouri, when the time arrives, as I trust it soon may, for an onward 
advance toward the north, he, more speedily and effectually than any 
one else, might arouse the Missouri people to a united and energetic 
movement to relieve themselves from the thraldom of their present 
tyrants. 

In view of all these considerations, I trust you will exert yourself to 
concert with General Pemberton for the exchange contemplated, or, 
failing in that, for the transfer, at the earliest practicable period at all 
consistent with the safety of his command, of General Price and. his 
Missouri troops to the Trans-Mississippi Department. If important 
to effect this, you might engage to send at an early period an equivalent 
force to General Pemberton. Should Vicksburg be successfully de- 
fended, as I have strong confidence it will be, then, at least, it is hoped 
the arrangement can be easily effected. 

With high esteem, most truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RicHMOND, VA., February 5, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

DEAR Siz: Your draught of a letter to General E. K. Smith (herewith 
returned) I communicated to General Price, and he expresses himself 
satisfied with it, on the supposition that, of course, instructions equally 
strong and explicit will be sent to General Pemberton, who will naturally 
be very anxious to retain troops so valuable as General Price’s veterans, 
unless the wish of the Department is distinctly intimated directly to him. 
General Price has no wish to leave Vicksburg on the eve of an attack, 
but he thinks (as I do) that the best mode of weakening that attack would 
be to send him to make adiversionin Arkansas. Itis possible General 
Pemberton may be able to spare General Price’s command at once. Per- 
mit me, therefore, to suggest a change in the sentence before the last in 
your letter, so that it may read thus, “To effect this at once, you might 
engage to send afterward, at an early period, an equivalent force to Gen- 
eral Pemberton.” Iam glad this imbroglio can be thus arranged, but 
candor compels me to add that it cannot fail to come up again unless 
the two lieutenant-generals, toawhom it is referred, succeed in effecting 
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the transfer of General Price in time to anticipate any further advance 
of the enemy in Arkansas. Argue as we will, the people believe he can 
prevent that advance. 
I remain, dear sir, with high esteem, very truly, yours, 
HOS. ©. REYNOLDS, 
Governor of Missouri. 


Hpars. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, February 5, 1863. 
Col. C. A. CARROLL, 
Commanding Cavalry Brigade, Norristown, Ark. : 


COLONEL: The general commanding this department is in receipt of 
a communication from the adjutant-general, Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment, informing him that your command had been placed under his 
orders, so far as keeping up a vigilant scout, &c., along the banks of the 
Arkansas River was concerned. The commanding general directs me 
to express his satisfaction on the receipt of this intelligence, and hopes, 
by the exercise of energy and activity, as well as earnest co-operation, 
that much good to our common cause may be effected, and the line 
of the river kept free during the winter of the enemy’s ’ depredations. 
I am further directed to say that circumstances having required the re- 
moval of the cavalry force properly belonging to this department out of 
present reach, the general is pleased to have the assistance of your com- 
mand in keeping the Arkansas free for navigation. It is desirable that 
there may be free and frequent intercourse between yourself and these 
headquarters. Please forward, as far as may be convenient, intelligence 
of any scouts sent by you, and, when your scouts reach as far as Van 
Buren or this point, please instruct the officers in command to report on 
their arrival here in person and from Van Buren by courier. I shall 
keep you constantly advised of any intelligence from the enemy calcu- 
lated to affect your movements. From information deemed trustworthy, 
the enemy are some 600 or 800 strong at Fayetteville. I would suggest, 
therefore, that in sending up scouts to protect. boats coming up, the 
main body of the scout should be sent on the north side of the river. 

The commanding general instructs me to inform you further that he 
entertains the hope of being prepared. within a few days for crossing® 
over to the south side of the. river any scout of yours that may find it 
necessary to fall back on this point for support. The ferry-boat, for 
safety, will be kept at this place. 

‘By direction of General Steele: 

‘ J. F. CROSBY, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, O. 5S. A., 

Richmond, Va., February y 6, 1863. 

General J. C. PEMBERTON, 
General, Commanding, &e. : 

Sir: A day or two since I telegraphed, and have since written, Gen- 
eral E. Kirby Smith, on his passage through your department, to en- 
deavor to arrange with you for the exchange of troops from his depart- 
ment for General Price’s command, or, at least, General Price and his 
Missouri troops. It has long been contemplated and desired by the 
Department, as soon as the. safety of. your command would allow, ‘to 
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transfer General Price, with his Missouri troops, to the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department. Late events increase the wish, and if the matter 
can be arranged so as not to weaken your army materially, it would be 
very gratifying to the Department to have it accomplished without 
further delay. Should you be unable to arrange this exchange, then, 
as Soon as you can spare General Price and his Missouri troops without 
seriously endangering your command, you are requested to order him 
and them to the Trans-Mississippi Department, to report to General 
Smith. Great confidence is felt by the Department that, under your 
skillful leadership, the attack now being made against Vicksburg will 
be triumphantly repelled, and it is hoped that then it will be in your 
power to make safely the desired transfer. . 
With high esteem, most respectfully, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS HINDMAN’s DIVISION, 
Inttle Rock, February 7, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. S. 8. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CoLONEL : I have the honor to request that‘I, with such of my staff 
officers as may desire to accompany me, be relieved of duty in the Trans- 
Mississippi Department, allowed twenty days in which to close unsettled 
business in said department, and ordered then to report to General Brax- - 
ton Bragg, east of the Mississippi River. This request would have been 
preferred earlier but for the fact or anticipation of being near the enemy. 
I am not now aware of any such obstacle, and earnestly hope the appli- 
cation will be granted without delay. 

Respectfully, 
T. C. HINDMAN, 
Major-General, Qommanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Little Rock, February 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. T. C. HinpMAN: 

GENERAL: Your letter to the assistant adjutant-general, asking to 
be ordered to report to General Bragg, has been referred to me. I re- 
gret the application, because it pains me to refuse any request of yours, 
but your services are necessary here, and cannot be dispensed with. I 
have no one with whom to supply your place, and I sincerely hope you 
will not persist in your application or ask its reference to higher - 
authority. 

Iam, géneral, very respectfully and faithfully, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Lieutenant- General. 


CLARKSVILLE, ARK., February 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. T. C. HINDMAN: 

GENERAL: We landed at Spadra yesterday morning. Colonel Brooks 
had 200 bushels of corn put off at that point; the balance of the corn 
(2,100 bushels) to be unloaded at Roseville, by order of Colonel Carroll. 
I find but very little here for troops to subsist on; not breadstuff enough 
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in the country to supply the wants of the people, and if there is any force 
left in this section of the country, corn must be shipped up the river. 
Meat can be procured here, I think, if we had salt. A small party of 
Federals made a raid into Ozark on last Monday ; they numbered about 
100. Captain Dorsey was near Ozark ; had some 30 meh with him. He 
had a skirmish with them; he got 3 men wounded and several horses 
killed. The citizens report 4 Federals killed and 17 wounded. The 
Federals left that evening ; went up toward the head of Mulberry. The. 
citizens here are very anxious for a force to be left in this section suffi- 
cient to insure peace to the country against jayhawkers and what few 
Federals are left on the border. 

From the best information we can get, there are but few Federals at 
Fayetteville ; do not number over 1,000 men. If you can, have supplies 
sent up the river sufficient to supply the troops. Place Colonel Brooks 
in command of the cavalry. Do not cramp him by placing men over 
him that are not disposed to go very far north. All that is necessary to 
be done is to have an energetic man to go to work; one that will collect 
the forces together and then lead them on. This country can be freed 
and those vandals driven from the State. Farmers are wanting to go to 
work, but there will be but litle done in regard to farming unless those 
thieving jayhawking villains are hunted down and hanged. Now is 
the time for a small force to do some good. 

The Federals are enrolling the militia at Fayetteville and also in Mad- 
ison County. Let this be broken up, and we would have no trouble in 
collecting up the men that have left their commands and enrolling 
those that are subject to military duty. Send corn up the river; have 
means furnished to buy supplies that can be obtained here, and, in my 
opinion, you will very soon hear of the farmers going to work as far 
north as Fayetteville. Colonel Brooks will start on Monday morning 
with a scout for Van Buren. He will no doubt be able to learn more 
than he now knows in regard to the Federals. | 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN CRAWFORD. 


HEADQUARTERS HINDMAN’S DIVISION, 
Little Rock, February 8, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLMEs, 
‘ Commanding Trans- Mississippi Department : 


GENERAL: I have received your note of yesterday, stating that my 
services cannot be dispensed with, and hoping I will not persist in my 
application to be relieved of duty in this department and ordered to 
report to General Bragg. In justice to myself, the application should 
have been made when I was superseded. At all events, it ought to 
have been made and insisted on when the late Secretary of War, in a 
letter to the House of Representatives, ignored facts which had been 
officially communicated to him, and made the impression that I had 
assumed command here without any rightful authority, thereby offer- 
ing my reputation and influence as a sacrifice to the malcontents and 
demagogues of this country, though, at the same time, availing himself 
of and transferring to my successor the troops which I had raised, and 
with which I had, so far, successfully resisted three Federal armies. 
There were, if possible, still stronger grounds for my applying to go east 
of the Mississippi, when I afterward asked, through you, to make a 
report, to be laid before the House of Representatives, showing how I 
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came to assume command here and how that command was exercised, 
and not only received no permission to make the report but no answer 


of any description. The application was not made at either of the times 


referred to because of the reasons stated in that of yesterday’s date. 
Now, however, I feel it to be my right and imperative duty to make it 
and adhere to it. J know my own capacity far better than any one else 
can. As the positive result of that knowledge, I am convinced that I 
cannot be useful in your command. Believing this, I think the services 
I have rendered the Confederacy entitle me to be transferred to a com- 
mand where I can be useful, and not forced to quit the army altogether. 
Should you finally disapprove my application, I request that the same 
be forwarded to Richmond with this letter as a direct appeal to the 
President from me. 

Respectfully, 

T. C. HINDMAN, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Inttle Rock, February 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Commanding, &c., near Batesville: 


GENERAL: Yours of the 6th instant has just Deen received and laid 
before the lieutenant-general commanding, who directs me to say, in 
reply thereto, he wishes you to keep a sufficient force on the north side 
of White River to resist any raid that may be made by the enemy, but 
that you must not risk your whole command. He advises, if it can be 
done, that you construct a bridge of boats to facilitate the crossing of 
the White River. In the event of your having to fall back, you will, 
in the absence of special instructions from department headquarters, 
dispose of your forces as your judgment may dictate and the emergency 
of the case may require. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


P. 8.—A telegram from Monroe, La., received last night, states that 
a Federal ram had passed our batteries and gone down ‘the river; that 
the Federals had fallen back from Fredericksburg, and that we had 
gained a victory at Charleston, 8. C. 

Fitz John Porter has been dismissed from ‘Old Abe’s” service, and 
forbidden forever hereafter to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit 
under the Government of the (so-called) United States. 


ae ‘ RICHMOND, February 9, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. E. KirnBy Surra, 
Care of General Pemberton, Jackson, Miss. : 


Your command of Southwestern Army has been enlarged so as to em- 
brace the Trans-Mississippi Department. Lieutenant-General Holmes 
will still remain in that department, and it is suggested for your con- 
sideration to visit his headquarters before proceeding to West Louis- 
jana, 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, a AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 33. Richmond, February 9, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


XXVIII. The command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith is extended 
so as to embrace the Trans-Mississippi Department. 


* * * * * * * 


By command of the Seeretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS? 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Smith, Ark., February 10, 1863. 


Col. J. C. MONROE: 


COLONEL: It is reported that 500 of the enemy were in camp yester- 
day 8 miles from Van Buren, on Frog Bayou. Numerous reports have 
reached here of their being on this side of the river. You must, how- 
ever, ere this have learned if such be the case. What they may have 
done at Threlkeld’s Ferry you are no doubt aware. It is found that a 
boat may come up without a sufficient protection against so large a num- 
ber of the enemy. Please endeavor to ascertain everything you can in 
this connection, and inform me without delay. 

Colonel (or Major) Brooks is reported to be on his way up the river, 
on the opposite side, with a squadron. If by any means a junction of 
yours and Brooks’ commands [could be effected], the joint commands 
would be perhaps sufficiently strong to attack the Federal force. The 
Federals are reported to have with them a number of wagons, and are 
loading cotton. 

It is desirable that you send an express to Colonel Carroll, informing 

him of all such facts as you deem necessary, and especially all such 
information as may tend to the security of steamers on the river. If the 
boat at Threlkeld’s has been destroyed, as reported, inform Colonel Car- 
roll of the fact, and consequently the impossibility of your crossing to 
the opposite side of the river at that point. 

Please communicate freely and frequently. 

I am directed by the commanding general to express his confidence in 
your energy and vigilance, and he confides in the continued exercise of 
these high soldierly qualities on your part in the important duty of 
guarding the avenue of approach to our lines, and affording security to 
the navigation of the river,so important, and indeed indispensable, to 
the supply of the command at this post. 

In case it does not interfere with operations decided on, it is the wish 
of the general that you send a scout in the direction of Grand Prairie 
and Chariton, in order to ascertain the meaning of the reports of an 
enemy in that quarter. In your operations you will be untrammeled 
with orders in detail. Much must necessarily be left to your discretion 
and judgment. It is hoped, however, that you will not find it necessary 
to get too far away with your command, as under present circumstances 
it is deemed necessary to hold your command at a convenient proximity 

to this point. 
- By command of Brigadier-General Steele : 
J. F. CROSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 16, 1863. 
Hone R. W. JoHnson, C. 8. Senate: 

Sir: I have just received your note.* I owe an apology to you and 
the other members of Congress from Arkansas for not having sooner 
answered the letter to the President, which he bas referred to me for 
reply. My engagements of each day have really been so pressing that 
I have not been able yet to give it a deliberate and full response. 
Meantime I take pleasure in assuring you that General H. K. Smith has 
been assigned to the command of the Trans-Mississippi Department, 
and by this time, I hope, is there, and that General Hindman has been 

‘ withdrawn from command in Arkansas, having been assigned to a court 
of inquiry sitting out of the State. 

Orders have been given by which I think General Price will certainly, 
and soon, go with his Missouri troops across the river. It will be just 
as soon as the safety of Vicksburg and the command there will! allow. 

Most truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War.. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Little Rock, Ark., February 16, 1863. 
General J. S. MARMADUKE, : 
Commanding, Batesville: 


DEAR GENERAL: Thanks for your letter. Is it possible to raise your 
present organization to the required strength? Your plan is a bold 
one, though I think you miscalculated the status of the Missouri people. 
I fear and believe they are thoroughly cowed, and now occupy that un- 
enviable position that nothing short of an overwhelming force would 
induce them to raise a hand against their oppressors. However. work 
as hard as you can, and strengthen yourself as much as possible, with 
a certainty that you pour your spirit of enterprise into willing ears, and 
that I will, if it be within the range of possibility, carry out your plans. 

Please inform me where Blunt’s and Schofield’s and the other Federal 
forces are. 

Yours, very truly, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
LTieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
. Fort Smith, Ark., February 17, 1863. 
General D. H. Cooper: . 
GENERAL: Your communication of the 15th instant* has been con- 
sidered by the commanding general. I am directed to say, in answer, 
that Lane’s regiment is so scattered and depleted in numbers that it is 
-not deemed advisable to take any steps in the matter suggested at this 
time. Itcan best be determined what may be best done when itis known 
whether the ranks of the regiment are again filled or not. You are at 
liberty to organize the companies of Scanland, Marshall, and Gillett into 
a battalion, and, if practicable, organize a regiment of the Reserve In- 
dians. In taking into service the Reserve Indians, you will be careful 
to make no pledges the fulfillment of which may be involved in any 
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doubt. Give them distinctly to understand the nature of the service 
expected of them; that is to say, operations upon the enemy’s frontier, 
crippling his transportation, cutting off his communication, &e. Do not 
promise them pay at any definite periods. Try and impress them with 
the idea that they are expected as soon as the grass rises to sustain 
themselves as far as may be possible; and say to them that all the stock 
they may be able to capture from the enemy, over and above what is 
required for their own use, will be paschased by the Government at 
fair prices. 

Every energy will be used, to procure a sufficient supply of arms for 
the troops of the department, for fear, however, from other quarters a 
supply may not be received. All guns out. of repair should be repaired 
and put in useful condition as soon as practicable. 

By direction of Brigadier-General Steele : 

J. F. CROSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Little Rock, Ark., February 17, 1863. 
General J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Commanding, Batesville : 


GENERAL: General Steele fears an attack on Fort Smith from Fay- 
etteville. My information is that the enemy are not more than two 
regiments, both very small, say 800 in all, at Fayetteville. If they take 
Fort’ Smith, the Indian country is gone. 

Could you not take a part of your command, march rapidly to Clarks- 
ville, take Carroll’s command up, and attack them, or, if they have 
" made a move south, cut off their retreat by sending a courier in advance ? 
Carroll would be ready. If you can effect this, it will be a brilliant 
operation, and one that will be of greater service to us than any that 
could occur. I leave the matter at your discretion, and do not wish 
you to attempt it if your judgment condemns. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Ineutenant- General. 
{Indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 19, 1863, 

My adem eant is that fi cannot make the move. 

J. 8. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


’ 


v 
HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, HINDMAN’S DIVISION, 
White Bluff, February 18, 1863. 
Col. R. C. NEwTon, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Sir: On the 13th instant, in obedience to orders from division and 
department headquarters, I had the honor to forward a report (accom- 
panied by a diagram) * upon the merits of Day’s Bluff as a position 
from which to resist the advance of an enemy up the valley of the Ar- 
kansas. In that report I recommended an immediate change from this 
to that point, and requested orders to that effect, stating that I expected 
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laborers to arrive from the neighboring plantations, and desiring, before 
I commenced erecting works, to have the point to be fortified definitely 
determined upon. Some fifty-odd laborers are now here, lying idle, 
whilst I am awaiting instructions. I have not thought it advisable to 
commence work here, feeling assured that when the commanding gen- 
eral came to compare the merits of this point with those of Day’s Bluff, 
he would at once give the preference to the latter place. This place 
can be turned by a march of 2 or 3 miles, whilst that would require a 
march of probably 15, with a difficult bayou to cross in order to attain 
its rear. The rear can there be easily strengthened, whilst here it 
would be impossible without great labor; in a word, there can be no 
just comparison made between the two points. This would be a slight 
impediment, that a serious obstacle, to an enemy’s advance. If the 
large guns can be obtained from the Arkansas Post, they should be at 
once sent to Day’s Bluff. With them, a force of 10,000 ought to stop 
30,000 at that point. I trust that this subject will receive the attention 
of the general commanding at his earliest convenience. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. M. FROST, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade. 


LittLe Rock, ARK., February 27, 1863. 
General J. S. MARMADUKE: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I have considered your proposition relative to 
Missouri very carefully, and with an earnest desire to foster the plan. 
If Blunt or Herron is still at Forsyth, anything like a successful or. 
permanent occupation of Missouri would require an infantry force to 
sustain you. Ifyou go alone, and are forced to return, you would leave 
our friends there to a merciless foe, who would not hesitate to destroy 
every man, woman, or child that showed you sympathy. If the Federals 
have left Northwestern Arkansas, I should have no difficulty in raising 
your command to 6,000, but it would not do to leave them there, as all 
that part of the State is so perfectly demoralized that we should lose 
its allegiance in a short time, and, what is of still more importance, the 
Indians would desert us, and we should have an active enemy in our 
midst. If you could, after your men and horses are recruited, make a 
trial expedition, and take Fayetteville in reverse, if you cannot make 
a direct march, you would do us an infinite service. But please re- 
member that you are intrusted with the entire defense of the northern 
frontier, and any disaster to you would be ruinous to us. In regard 
to our friends in Missouri, I think you overestimate their zeal, or rather 
you underestimate the effect of the iron and diabolical rule of the enemy | 
over there. It is expecting too much of weak human nature to suppose 
that they will sacrifice all, unless we can give them at least a reasonable 
show of permanent protection. Without this, though they would sympa- 
thize with us in their hearts, they would raise no hand to help us, vide 
Maryland, Kentucky, and Tennessee. Consider this, and tell me what 
you think. 

What will you do for a commander for [J. C.] Porter’s brigade? Tell 
me what yow wish, and also if a brigadier from another State would an- 
Swer your purpose; if not, who from Missouri shall I recommend? 

I am, general, very respectfully, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Tieutenant-General. 
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Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., February 27, 1863. 


Col. J. C. MONROE, Commanding First Arkansas Cavalry: 


COLONEL: You will proceed with force and scout in such direction on 
_ the north side of the Arkansas River as circumstances and your discre- 
tion may suggest. Should you make any captures of the militia under- 
stood to have been called into service of the United States, the prisoners 
being persons (citizens of the Confederate States) within the conscript 
age, or deserters from the army, you will, if practicable, bring them with 
you. In all cases of soldiers regularly enlisted in the service of the 
United States, and of persons over the conscript age, you will cause them 
to subscribe the accompanying oath,* affixing to their name the date and 
place of capture, and giving to the prisoners thus paroled a memoran- 
dum of the act. All citizens who have exhibited an active opposition 
to the Government of the Confederate States, and have been instru- 
mental in causing persons to desert the C. S. Army and to join the 
Federal forces, will, if practicable, be brought to this place. Should 
you capture any officers of the U.S. Army, they will be held in accord- 
ance with the proclamation of the President of the Confederate States. - 
All further matters of detail will be left to your discretion. 
_ By command of Brigadier-General Steele: 
J. F. CROSBY, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, . Hpgrs. DEPT. OF Miss. AND Hast LA., 
No. 58. Jackson, Miss., February 27, 1863. 


* * * ¥ * * * 


V. At his own request, sanctioned by the War Department at Rich- 
mond, Va., Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Provisional Army of the Confed- 
erate States, is relieved from duty in this department, and will report 
to Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, for duty in the Trans-Mississippi Department. 

VI. In compliance with the desire of the Secretary of War, as ex- 
pressed by letter, as soon as the troops now composing Major-General 
Price’s division can be replaced by a corresponding number from the 
Trans- Mississippi Department, they will be ordered to report to General . 
Price for duty. Should, however, the troops referred to from the Trans- 
Mississippi Department not be able to replace those of Major-General 
Price’s division, the Missouri troops, forming a part of said division, will 
be sent to join’ General Price in the Tréns-Mississippi Department as 
soon as the exigencies of the service will admit of it. 

VII. Maj. Gen. Sterling Price will take with him as an escort Captain 
Collins’ company, Missouri cavalry, now acting as body guard. 

* * * * *. * * 


By order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton: 
: J. R. WADDY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


CRITTENDEN County, February 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. T. C. HINDMAN: 


- DEAR SiR: Since we came to this county we have succeeded in sink- 
ing six coal barges, which we boarded with skiffs, worth, at least, to 


* Omitted. 
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the enemy $50,000, and captured the steamer Belle Memphis; but on 
account of Lieutenant Thom being mortally wounded, and 6 of the 12 
men selected to board her not having courage and incentive enough to 
board her at the same time with the others, she regained the use of her 
engines, and pulled up the tree to which she was tied, and made her 
escape before we could get to their relief with the balance of the com- 
mand, to assist the 5 brave and daring men who sustained Lieutenant 
Thom in boarding the boat. The boat was loaded with cotton, some 15 
Federal officers, and 150 passengers, as we learned from the 7 men we 
‘captured with the pilot. Captain McGehee’s men have captured one 
large steam tow-boat and seven large coal barges, and burned them 
immediately, at Hopefield, under the guns of Memphis, and the gunboat 
which caused them to burn Hopefield, which will have to be paid for 
by their Government, as all of the citizens had taken the Federal oath, 
and since then have gone to Memphis [sic]. Now, in all of our opera- 
tions on the river, I find we lack one grand thing in order to enable us to 
destroy the entire fleet of transports upon the river, and, if we have that, 
we cap procure men and money to break up the passing with steam- 
boats on the river, unless they have a gunboat to accompany them, which 
will take all their gunboats to supply their army with food and ammu- 
nition. The thing we lack is incentive and motive to induce men to 
risk their lives and their all to accomplish the end, and the way to 
secure that end is to have procured for my company and Captain Mc- 
Gehee’s letters of marque and reprisal, and I will guarantee to you and 
the Government that we can organize two companies, of 200 men each, 
who will break up the navigation of the river, except with gunboats, 
and, if they are not watchful, we will get some of them. Now, the point 
I want your action on is this, as I know your inventive and fruitful 
mind will not and cannot fail to see it in its full force and all of its bear- 
ings at once: To give us such letters of recommendations as will secure | 
to each of us letters of marque and reprisal. I want, or would suggest, 
that you appoint Col. Asa Hodges, of this county, to go immediately to 
Richmond and have them procured for us. He is a man, if you want 
any business done there, I would suggest, as he is capable, reliable, 
and honest, and truly loyal, and is an executive man in every sense of 
the word. Now, general, this, I conceive, is no small matter, and re- 
quires the promptest action to enable us to help our brave army at 
Vicksburg in the death struggie. Please have Colonel Hodges ap- 
pointed, and send him, by Captain McGehee, such letters and transpor- 
tations there and back as will enable him to procure the letters at once 
and return, without difficulty, to operate on the Mississippi River, with 
200 men in each company. General, give this your prompt and im- 
mediate attention, as you will see the Government, in a pecuniary view, 
will make $10,000 by this where she does not make $1 now. You know, 
as for myself and Captain McGehee, that such incentives are not en-— 
tirely necessary to induce us to display our whole strength and courage, 
but with all these men it is entirely necessary to.secure their aid and 
prompt action. You see, in boarding the Belle Memphis, if all the men 
had got on her, we would have gotten $10,000 worth of cotton, together 
with a million of money, besides the fastest transport they had on the 
river, and her crew, and by their cowardice we lost the whole. 

Captain McGehee’s men, before I came here, made some other cap- 
tures of steamboats, which did not come under my observation, far more 
daring and desperate than anything since I have been here. His com- 
pany cannot be too highly praised and extolled, as I doubt whether 
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they have an equal in the Government or not. Captain McGehee, 
though, will give you all the particulars of his former operations while 
making such desperate captures. Speed this matter, and let him return. 
Believe me, your friend, truly, 
‘ JOS. F. BARTON, 


Captain Company D. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ees TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 57. Little Rock, February 28, 1863. 


I. Brig. Gen. J.C. Tappan, Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, will report to Maj. Gen. T. C. Hindman for assignment to the 
command of the brigade now commanded by Col. J. R. Shaler. 

* * * * * * * 
By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes : 
. Ss. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Abstract from consolidated report of Hindman’s division, Trans-Mississippt Army, Maj. 
Gen. Thomas C. Hindman commanding, for February 28, 1863. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Little Kock, March 1, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Commanding Cavalry Division, near Batesville, Ark. : 


GENERAL: Your communications of the 24th of February, asking 
authority to impress negroes and horses, have been received and laid 
before the lieutenant-general commanding. He diregts me to say that 
you are authorized to make the impressments you desire. He further 
directs me to say that, if possible, you will impress an additional 
number of negroes (say 200 or 300), and send them to Little Rock for 
employment in the department at this place. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. HINSDALE, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


194 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cnar. XXXIV. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HD@Rs. TRANS- MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 58. ; Little Rock, Ark., March 2, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


VII. Maj. Gen. T. C. Hindman, having been relieved from duty in 
the Trans-Mississippi Department, by Special Orders, No. 25, Adjutant 
and Inspector General’s Office, dated January 30, 1863, and ordered to 
Vicksburg, Miss., will be relieved in the command of his division by 
Brig. Gen. D. M. Frost. Brigadier-General Frost will at once turn over 
the command of his brigade to the senior colonel therein, and repair to 
Little Rock. 


* * * ® * * * 


By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes: 
Ss. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Little Rock, Ark., March 5, 1863. 
General J. S. MARMADUKE: 


GENERAL: Your plans have been referred to me, and are certainly 
very tempting. Ihave sent General Cabell up the country, and hope he 
will be [able] to quiet and put things up there on a good basis. If he 
succeeds, our way is plain enough. If. he fails, you will have to do the 
work after the grass grows. If the enemy in Missouri are not in any 
way threatening your front, and you can leave your command in per- 
fectly safe hands, I wish you would come down for a few days, in order 
that we may have a full conference. Hindmanis relieved from duty, and 
ordered to await further orders at Vicksburg. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Ineutenant- General. 


HpQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., March 5, 1863. 
Col. 8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippi Dept., Little Rock, Ark. : 
COLONEL: I desire to call the attention of General Holmes to the 
condition of affairs in Western Arkansas and the Indian country, each 


being to a considerable extent dependent on the other. The season for © 
active operations is nearly upon us, and we are far from being in a con- | 


dition to take the field. When J took command, in January, the troops, 


though presenting quite an array of regiments, battalions, &c., on — 


paper, in fact presented a very small effective force of irregular troops, 
badly armed, a large number without any, and no artillery. Soon after 


my arrival, an infantry brigade was sent me, consisting of five regiments, 


under Colonel Speight. This brigade had present less than 2,000 men, 
and four of the *regiments were so demoralized that it had been found 
necessary to distribute the men among other troops. These troops were, 
of course, worthless while in such a condition. The state of naviga- 
tion on the Arkansas River rendered it impossible to supply more than 


a few of these troops with corn meal (the only breadstuff to be had). — 


There was none to be had in this section of the country, nor could it be - 


hauled from Texas, without much more transportation than could be 


commanded. Such limited transportation as could be had could not be 


BACT d => 
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used, owing to the entire absence of either forage or grass between this 
and Red River. : 

Under these circumstances, Speight’s brigade was ordered to Red 
River, where it was supposed suflicient supplies could be obtained and 
the disorganized skeleton regiments recruited. One of the regiments, 
having a force of about 200 men, was detained as a guard to the hospi- 
tals at this place. A greater force was not sent, for the reason assigned. 
With even this small force, our supply of breadstuffs has several times 
been at avery low ebb. After a short time, when a rise in the river 
secured to us a better supply of provisions, and becoming more thor- 
oughly aware of the importance of Fort Smith as a point necessary to the 
preservation of that portion of the Indian Territory south of the Arkan- 
sas, I brought up the eight companies of Colonel Monroe’s regiment of 
Arkansas cavalry, which had been placed under my control, for the pur- 
pose of keeping open the navigation of the river. I also brought to 
this vicinity the greater part of the two Cherokee regiments, they being 
the most available force at hand. 

The troops under my command have been, and still are, widely scat- 
tered, owing to the necessity of frontier protection from incursions of 
hostile prairie Indians, as well as those of the Nation directly in the 
service of the enemy. Communications being necessarily conducted by 
means of couriers, has rendered it difficult to obtain a knowledge of the 
true conditions of the various commands in the Territory. The officers 
are very generally ignorant of military forms and usages, are without 
stationery of any description, and their requisitions, &c., when made, 
are usually defective. I have not yet been able to make requisitions, 
based upon the proper data, for funds, supplies of ordnance, &ec., and 
if, at this late date, I am held by the formal and circumlocutory system 
of obtaining funds, arms, and ammunition, the Indian country will be 
lost before the lapse of one-half the time usually required to obtain any- 
thing for which requisitions are made. I forwarded not long since a 
requisition for funds to carry on a work-shop for the repair of guns, 
&c., at Fort McCulloch, and received in reply notice that it was necés- 
sary to forward it to Richmond. This system will not answer at the 
present momentous juncture. Much preparation is necessary yet to be 
made, and in order to make these preparations money is necessary ; cer- 
tified vouchers will not do. The country is already flooded with them. 
The money brought by Major Quesenbury is reported to be far short of 
the amount necessary to the extinguishment of Government liabilities. 

I had designed before this to have gone over the Indian country, and 
endeavor to obtain from personal inspection a knowledge of the con- 
dition of affairs, but as yet have found no time when I could leave this 
point with safety. The frequent raids of the enemy from Fayetteville, 
in connection with the repeated murders and robberies committed by 
bands of outlaws who infest both sides of the river, and the absence of 
any officer of experience to intrust with the command, has debarred me 
from an exercise of my wishes in this respect. Much of the time which 
I should otherwise have devoted to organizing and preparing for a spring | 
campaign has been occupied in the details of local affairs. I write 
these things in order to place clearly before the commanding general: 
the true state of affairs in this branch of his department, and as it will 
become necessary, should there be an advance of the enemy, to meet 
him with other forces than those under my command at this time, which 
force I believe only to have been designed for the present protection of 
the people of the Indian Nation, though, as I have before stated, the rela- 
tions between Western Arkansas and the Indian Territory are closely 
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identified, a very large amount of transportation will be necessary in 
this department, as the bulk of the supplies necessary for the subsistence 
of the troops must come from Texas. In view of this necessity, I have 
instructed Captain Cabell, assistant quartermaster, to spare no time or 
energy in supplying this almost totally exhausted desideratum, advising 
the purchase of ox-teams for general use in transporting to depots. I 
fear, however, that the absence of funds in the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment will greatly embarrass if it does not render the efforts of Captain 
Cabell wholly nugatory. It appears to my mind that the better plan 
for providing the necessary funds for this department would be through 
a general estimate, rendered by the proper disbursing officer of my staff. _ 
This, of course, would be,:in a great measure, a mere matter of guess- 
work, owing, as before stated, to the impossibility of procuring the 
usual estimates from the various commands in the department. 

I am earnestly and anxiously looking forward to the rising of grass, 
that I may have it in my power to move forward my available force. 
I hold the Indians firm in their allegiance. A decided and strenuous 
struggle must be made to relieve them of the cruel and relentless op- 
pression to which they are now subjected. There is scarcely a day 
that I am not in receipt of some sad tale of murder and outrage. This, 
- in connection with their starving condition, has been quite sufficient 
to drive them to the enemy. I wonder at their firmness and loyalty 
under circumstances so truly discouraging. Iam of the opinion that 
the enemy will concentrate his forces, and collect his supplies at Forts 
Scott and Leavenworth, and other points bordering the Indian country, 
_ preparatory to a move southward when the season shall justify it. To 
offer a successful resistance to this advance, I have much to do, and 
shall stand in need of every assistance that can be afforded me. Iso- 
lated as this country comparatively is, together with our weakness in a 
military point of view (patent to every one), seems to dispirit the troops 
and depress the minds of the people. I do not, however, by any means 
despair of ultimate success if Iam aided, as [hope and believe I shall be. 

The commanding general is, no doubt, already aware that the depart- 
ment at this time affords supplies of no kind except a little beef and 
Salt. Supplies of other kinds must come from elsewhere. Ordnance 
stores particularly should be sent me. They can probably be more 
readily and certainly drawn from Texas than any other section, that 
branch of the department having had greater facilities for procuring and 
having less demand made for them than any other portion of the Trans- 
Mississippi Department. 

I regret the necessity of communicating at so great a length. The 
vital importance of the subject, and a proper understanding of my posi- 
tion in any future contingency that may arise, has impelled me to it. 

respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


LITTLE Rock, ARrk., March 6, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: . 


My DEAR Sir: The situation of affairs here renders it necessary — 
that I should ask your advice. I think it very doubtful whetherI skall — 
be able to subsist my command until another crop is made on the Ar- 
kansas River. I would move to Missouri, except that there isthe same ~ 
desolation there that exists in Arkansas, unless f went far into the in- © 
terior, say, within 100 miles of the Missouri River. General Steele, 
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commanding in the Indian country, has sent his troops back to Red 
River for something to eat, and the enemy have retired into Missouri, 
leaving but a single regiment in Northwestern Arkansas, both flying 
in opposite directions to look for food. What is to become of the peo- 
ple I do not see. I am making every exertion to feed the Indians from 
Texas, and hope to succeed, though it will be at an enormous expense, 
for the roads are so nearly impassable that it takes half that a team can 
haul to feed it on the road. The corn on this river will not last ninety 
days, and, if the roads do not improve, I must move somewhere, for I 
cannot draw my supplies from Texas. The question is, where to go. If 
Vicksburg is not reduced, there is no danger of an invasion of Arkan- 
sas from the east, and, if they come from the north, they ean only 
remain until they consume the supplies they. bring with them. 

It is reported that General Price is anxious to come over here. He is 
very much beloved, and I would like very much to have him with me if I 
go to Missouri, which, however, is only possible on the supposition that 
the roads improve to such an extent that I can bring my flour from the 
depot at Paraclifta. His popularity would probably secure for us more 
supplies in Missouri than could be otherwise had. 

The retreat from Northwestern Arkansas was a most disastrous affair. 
Out of 12,000, not more than 6,000 effectives arrived here. The re- 
mainder, in about equal parts, deserted, or were left sick or disabled. 
J issued an order of pardon to the deserters coming in voluntarily, and 
have raised several companies of Partisan Rangers in the localities from 
whence they came, and many of the deserters are coming or being 
brought in. The morale of the division is entirely restored, and, if I 
could replace the arms that were lost, it would be in excellent condi- 
tion for service. I am much gratified at our success in putting down 
disaffection, and I hope no further resort to force will be necessary. 
There would never have been any trouble on this account if it had not 
been that all the arms were taken from or given by the loyal people to 
the army. 

I thank you, my dear sir, for sending General Smith to Louisiana and 
Texas. J was unable to do anything there. 

My sick report, thank God, is decreasing, though it is still very large, 
and great numbers have died. All the medical officers agree that it 
was owing to the diet and exposure, poor beef and corn-bread being the 
only diet, and very many of them passed the winter without tents and 
scarcely with clothing to cover their nakedness. 

I am, my dear sir, most gratefully and faithfully, 
TH. H. HOLMES. 


HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
‘ Fort Smith, Ark., March 6, 1863. 


Surg. W. B. Wecu, In Charge Cane Hill Hospital : 

Sir :.Your communication of date of 5th instant* was received to- 
day. The order received by you from the officer in command of the 
United States forces is astonishing in its character; it is contrary to 
every principle and usage of civilized warfare, and in contravention of 
the agreement entered into between the generals lately commanding 
the respective forces of the Governments of the United States and Con- 
federate States in Western Arkansas. An order has been issued some 
time since by the medical director of the Trans-Mississippi Department 


*Not found; but see Steele to Anderson, March 8, p. 798. 
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for the removal of the hospital at Cane Hill. In obedience to this order, 
the sick have been removed as rapidly as their condition would admit. 
It is the object and earnest desire of the general in command to remove 
the inmates of the Cane Hill Hospital as fast as he is notified that their 
condition will justify theirremoval. According to your report, received 
at headquarters yesterday, many of the patients under your Charge 
cannot be removed without resulting in all probability fatally to the 
patient. As the hospital in question was established under a specific 
convention between Generals Hindman and Blunt, and as your report 
shows that it would be inhuman to undertake the removal of the sick 
and wounded at this time (and especially with so limited a notice), the 
general commanding, regarding the principles of humanity and justice, 
cannot consent to a compliance on your part with the cruel, unjust, and 
inhuman order which the commander of the United States forces has 
seen proper to issue. The commanding general is unaware of the exist- 
ence of any just cause of blame or complaint to which the Cane Hill 
Hospital is amenable. He cannot believe for a moment that either the 
officer in charge or the inmates have been, directly or indirectly, guilty 
of any violation of good faith, and of the rules and usages of war. Cer- 
tainly no such accusation has been made at these headquarters. Should 
the commander of the United States forces persist in the execution of 
his unprecedented order, the general commanding directs that you will 
assume no responsibility in connection therewith, other than rendering 
any assistance in your power in mitigation of the suffering which it is 
believed must necessarily ensue therefrom. 
By order of Brig. Gen. William Steele : 
J. F. CROSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HDqQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 1. Alexandria, La., March 7, 1863. 
I. In conformity with instructions from the War Department at Rich- 
mond, Va., dated February 9, 1863, the undersigned hereby assumes 
command of the Confederate forces west of the Mississippi. 
II. Until further orders the department headquarters are established 
at Alexandria, La. 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., March 8, 1863. 
Col. 8. S. ANDERSON, Adjutant-General, Little Rock, Ark. : 

COLONEL: I received, day before yesterday, a letter from the surgeon 
in charge of the Cane Hill Hospital, informing me that he had received 
an order purporting to come from Colonel Phillips, a Federal commander, 
to remove the sick, attendants, and medical stores pertaining to his 
hospital, within the period of seven days, to the south side of the Ar- 
kansas River. Copies of the correspondence upon the subject I inclose 
herewith.* This Colonel Phillips I understand to be in command of a 
brigade of Indians, and now stationed at Maysville. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


* See pp, 138, 139, 154. 


Cuar. XXXIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 799 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HpQRs. TRANS- MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 3. ) Alexandria, La., March 10, 1863. 

I. The following officers are announced upon the staff of the lieuten- 
ant-general commanding, viz: 

Personal stafj—Capt. J. G. Meem, jr., aide-de-camp; First Lieut. E. 
Cunningham, aide-de-camp, and First Lieut. E. Walworth, volunteer 
aide-de-camp. 

Department staff—Brig. Gen. W. R. Boggs, chief of staff; Capt. J. 
I. Belton, assistant adjutant-general; Capt. H. P. Pratt, assistant ad- 
jutant-general; Col. B. Allston, inspector-general; Maj. J. F. Minter, 
chief quartermaster; Maj. W. H. Thomas, chief of subsistence; Lieut. 
. Col. John A. Brown, chief of ordnance and artillery, and Surg. S. A. 
Smith, medical director. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E, Kirby Smith: 

J. F. BELTON, 
Assistant A djutant- General. 


er 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Smith, Ark., March 11, 1863. 
. Col. S. S. ANDERSON, Adjutant- General: 

I inclose herewith several letters from persons in Texas in relation to 
frontier protection. Colonel [D. H.] Cooper has already ordered Colonel 
De Morse, who is not far from the scene, to proceed to Cooke County to. 
afford the desired protection. I hope he will obey the order (which I 
shall reiterate), though his past conduct gives but little reason to ex- 
pect it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] ‘ 
GAINESVILLE, COOKE CouNTY, TEXAS, March 3, 1863. 
General WILLIAM STEELE: 

GENERAL: At‘ the request of many persons, I write to inform you 
that unless we get troops at once’ on our frontier, it will be entirely 
broken up. The frontier now at Montague will very soon. At Sher- - 
man the Indians are plenty all along the line of the frontier, killing and 
stealing; have already killed some 7 or 8 persons but a little way west, 
and stolen all the horses on the frontier. Col. James Bourland has 
just returned from Austin. He says our Governor assured him that he 
wouid send him authority te raise a regiment for our immediate fron- 
tier, but they will be insufficient unless they have other troops with 
which to co-operate. The grass is now getting good on the bayous, on 
the frontier of the Nation, so that horses could live; and, if they could 
do nothing more, they could stand between the frontier settlers and the 
enemy until grass gets good, and troops could be fitted up to pursue 
them. We understand that their main encampment is in the Big Bend 
of the Arkansas River, where they doubtless have a great many horses. 
Can you help us at once, or not? Please let us know by the return of 


the bearer. 
WM. C. TWITTY. 


P. S.—In the absence of General Hudson, at the request of the peo- 
ple a short time since, I wrote Col. Charles De Morse to send us up — 
some help. He stated that he was not authorized to do so, without an 
order from you, and that he could not come, for want of forage, &c. 
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[Inclosure No. 2.] 


GAINESVILLE, TEX., March 3, 1863. 
General STEELE: 

DEAR Sir: [have been requested by anumber of citizens, in connec- 
tion with others, to address you upon the subject of our frontier diffi- 
culties. I have just returned from a trip to see and confer with Major- 
General Magruder, at Houston, Tex., having accompanied Col. James 
Bourland, who was trying to secure permanent and sure protection. 
Colonel Bourland was asking the privilege of raising a troop, to'be per- 
manently located on the frontier, which the general did not have power 
to give him, and remarked that our defenses on the north were with 
yourself, and that he doubted not but you would, for the present at 
least, have men to put to our defense. We could at that time but assure 
him of our apprehensions as to trouble and invasion by the rising of the 
grass; but upon our return we found our country invaded by the In- 
dians, jayhawkers, &c.,and our people almost ready to flee their homes, 
and sacrifice to the foe their large possessions of cattle and horses, as 
well as promising fields of grain; in fact, these things cannot longer 
remain in statw quo. Support must be forthcoming, and at once. Our 
people, old and young, are now trying to keep them off their property ; 
but they are without organization or discipline, and soon, one by one, 
from exhaustion, indifference, &c., they will break up, and the whole 
frontier for miles and counties will give way. The troops on the fron- 
tier directly west, under State control, are unable to aid us in this de- 
fense. The stealing and murdering parties come into our county and 
Montague from the north, that is, out of the Indian Territory, and in 
their transit north pass near Fort Arbuckle, that is, some 20 miles west. 
Iam not unmindful of the great difficulty troops would have at present 
in foraging or supplying themselves on our extreme frontier, but, never- 
theless, it can be done; that is, commissary [stores] can be obtained, 
and at once, and the grazing will be sufficient for horses, on light scout- 
ing, by the time they could be got there. - 

My dear sir, [ do not like to be tiresome, and will close by assuring 
you that a large portion of the people for whom we are asking this pro- 
tection are the wives and sisters and mothers of as gallant and self- 
‘sacrificing soldiers as represent any section in the army of our country. 

Yours, truly, 
. JAS. J. DIAMOND. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


RED RIVER, CooKE County, TEXAS, March 4, 1863. 
General D. H. CooPER: 


DEAR Srr: An expressman leaves here this morning en route for 
General Steele’s headquarters, who left Gainesville yesterday. You will 
find from the dispatches he bears, which you can read, our troubles on 
this frontier. If you can render the bearer any assistance I wish you 
to do so, and, if possible, save him the trip to General Steele’s head- 
quarters, as we have no time now to run about with dispatches, for 
the enemy is now among us. I learn your mare is down at Mr. Curtis’. 
As soon as I build my picket fence to pen my horses, I will bring her 
up and feed her for you. We are in danger of having all our horses 
stolen any night. ; 

respectfully, yours, &e., 
JAMES BOURLAND. | 


[P. 8.]—There is no dependence in De Morse, as he has been called on | 
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for assistance when the Indians are killing our women and children. 
All he intends to do is to hold his position at Clarksville, Tex. He 
has evaded all orders given him. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, March 11, 1863. 
Capt. P. H. WHEAT, 


Commanding the First Arkansas Cavalry: 


CAPTAIN: You will move your command, together with your train, 
unserviceable animals, &c., belonging to your regiment, to Roseville, 
and there await orders from Brigadier-General Cabell, to whose com- 

mand your regiment has been assigned. The general commanding 
directs that you detach a force of about 200 men, and cross them over 
the river and station them in the immediate vicinity of Van Buren 
until further orders from General Cabell. These movements will be 
conducted with as much speed as practicable. Let the force that is to 
cross the river move at the earliest momeut. 

By command of Brigadier-General Steele: 

J. I’. CROSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Fort Smith, Ark., March 12, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL, : 
Roseville, Ark. : 


GENERAL: I have already anticipated your wishes. Monroe's regi- 
ment, except about 200 men, move for Roseville in the morning. The 
200 I have ordered to go to Van Buren, and remain there, subject to 
your orders. I expected to supply them with corn, though in all prob- 
ability I shall be obliged to send to you at Roseville for enough to keep 
us going, if a boat does not come up soon. I hope you will move on 
Fayetteville. My information is that there are only about a thousand 
men there, and no cannon. The Indian brigade from Maysville is be- 
ginning to give me some trouble, and will, I fear, give me more after 
the mounted men are withdrawn. Colonel Phillips, of the Indian bri- 
gade, is in command of two districts, West Arkansas and the Indian 
Territory, so a lieutenant told me who came down with a flag. 

I shall send up a flag myself in a day ortwo. If I learn anything more 
I shall communicate it to you. I have been looking for you up here. 
I wish to take a trip toward Red River after | see you. I have received 
the order for Monroe’s regiment to report to you. Monroe himself has 
gone down on business. Please give orders, so that if I am obliged to 
send wagons to Roseville, they can get corn without delay ; my supply 
is getting low. I have a large number of destitute Indians to feed, 
besides troops and the necessary animals. Make some arrangement to 
connect with the daily express, which must have a station somewhere 
near Roseville. 

Yours, &e., 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


[P. S.J—I send a copy of charges against one of Monroe’s captains. 
You can do as you see fit about it. He goes down under arrest, 


51 8 R—VOL XX, Pr 17 


802 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


Hpqgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
' Fort Smith, Ark, March 12, 1863. 
Col. CHARLES DE MorsE, 
Commanding Regiment, Texas Cavalry : 


COLONEL: [I am directed by Brigadier-General Steele to state that he 
confidently expects you to hasten with your regiment to the protection 
of the northern frontier of Texas, in accordance with orders received 
by you from Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper. From the reports received from 
that section at these headquarters, there is an urgent necessity of im- 
mediate aid. You will, therefore, move with all dispatch to the point 
indicated in the orders of General Cooper. 

By command of Brigadier-General Steele: 

* J. KF. CROSBY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., ° 
Richmond, Va., March 18, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. BE. Kirby Smitu, Commanding, éc.: 


GENERAL: I avail myself of the opportunity of a gentleman’s pro- 
ceeding directly to your vicinity to make a few suggestions, which very 
possibly your superior knowledge of the circumstances surrounding you 
may have led you to anticipate or may cause you to modify. When 
we conferred here, previous’ to your departure, we coincided in thinking 
that the most important operations in your department for some time 
would be directed to aiding in the defense of the Lower Mississippi, 
and keeping that great artery of the West effectually closed to Northern 
occupation or trade. It was not, therefore, expected that, until the 
great object of repelling the Federal attacks threatened against Vicks- 
burg and Port Hudson had been accompiished, you would be required 
to give much of your time and personal attention to the affairs of the 
upper portion of your department. I still retain my full conviction 
ot the primary importance of maintaining our command of the Lower 
Mississippi, and repelling the formidable armaments of our enemies in 
that direction; but, unfortunately, I fear an even more pressing neces- 
sity requires your personal presence and influence at an early day in 
the State of Arkansas. 

From a variety of sources, many of which I cannot doubt, the most 
deplorable accounts reach the department of the disorder, confusion, 
and demoralization everywhere prevalent, both with the armies and 
people of that State. The commanding general seems, while esteemed 
for his virtues, to have lost the confidence and attachment of all; and 
. his nextin command, General Hindman, who is admitted to have shown 
energy and ability, has rendered himself, by alleged acts of violence 
and tyranny, perfectly odious. The consequences, as depicted, are 
fearful. The army is stated to have dwindled, by desertion, sickness, 
and death, from 40,000 or 50,000 men to some 15,000 or 18,000, who are 
disaffected and hopeless, and are threatened with positive starvation 
from deficiency of mere necessaries. The people are represented as in 
a state of consternation, multitudes suffering for means of subsistence, 
and yet exposed, from gangs of lawless marauders and deserters, to 
being plundered of the little they have. I trust the picture has been 
over-colored by the fears or passions of those who have submitted such 
representations, and I can by no means credit the adverse judgments 
which are pronounced against the experienced and able generals we 
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have had in the ee ont Still, it must be admitted that there is 
much to justify serious anxiety and apprehension, and I am forced to 
the conviction that you should at once visit that portion of your com- 
mand, and use your known ability and influence to restore order and 
confidence and to reorganize and recruit the scattered forces. 

Before leaving the Lower Mississippi, you will, however, I hope, have 
been enabled to plan and direct operations which will protect the val- 
uable districts lying on the smaller rivers and -bayous back from the 
Mississippi. Great anxiety, I find from various representations received 
by me, prevails among the people on those back streams that they will 
be reached and despoiled by the enemy. The more important object 
of the enemy of passing around our various batteries on the Mississippi 
might, too, be accomplislied, if they were really successful in reaching 
with their boats any one of those navigable bayous. 1 incline to think 
that they will fail to accomplish by the cut at Lake Providence a pas- 
’ sage into the Tensas; but there is a point at Ashton, near the Bayou 
Macon, where, from my knowledge of the localities, 1 believe a canal of 
14 to 2 miles would give an easy pass into Bayou Macon. This point 
is also worthy of attention, as constituting, in a lower stage of the water, 
the best point 1 know on the west bank from which some light batteries 
might act against transports with destructive effect, and yet have an 
easy and defensible retreat to the hills. I recommend your attention 
to it whenever the opportunity of observatiqgn can be embraced. Mean- 
time I would advise that, as far as practicable, obstructions should be 
made, as from the character of the bayous and the growths around might 
easily be effected on the Tensas, Macon, Boeuf, and Washita, and that a 
corps of sharpshooters should, with a fewlight guns, be organized to 
meet and repel all advances of the enemy along these narrow but deep 
bayous. From the nature of the country and the few narrow routes that 
exist, aS well as the little breadth of the streams, I am satisfied that the 
whole country is among the most defensible in the world, and that com- 
paratively few resolute, experienced men could repel hosts.of invaders. 

With cordial good wishes for your success, most truly, yours, - 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, \ Hpqgrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 23. Little Rock, Ark., March 18, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes is hereby relieved from the command of 
this department and assigned to the command of the District of Ar- 
kansas, including the Indian Territory and the State of Missouri. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

W. R&R. BOGGS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Og § Little Rock, Ark., March 18, 1863. 
In obedience to General Orders, No. 23, Headquarters Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department, the undersigned hereby assumes command of the 
District of Arkansas, as defined in that order. Until further orders, 
the headquarters will be at Little Rock. ; 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 
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‘HD@RS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN, TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Arf, March 19, 1863. 
General D. H. CooPER, 
Commanding First Brigade: \ 

GENERAL: I have been waiting for a time, with anxiety, when I could 
leave this place for the purpose of urging forward preparations for the 
opening spring campaign. The great difficulty now in my way is the 
want of an officer to take charge of this vitally important point during 
my absence. I wish you, therefore, general, to move your headquarters 
to this point, or near it, as soon as you can practically do so. Our con- 
dition is anything but flattering. Weare reduced to a very low ebb in. 
the way of corn, and a poor prospect of getting more. J am afraid that 
we shall have to depend upon Texas for the necessary transportation 
to bring forward the supplies we now have there. 

There is nothing yet indicating positively whether the enemy intends 
advancing in force on this line. If you can see the means of bringing 
subsistence from below, I wish all your available force brought forward 
at the earliest moment to the Arkansas River. Colonel Speight’s bri- 
gade I intend to move forward as rapidly as it can be supplied. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


RICHMOND, VA., March 20, 1863. 
General B. HUGER, 
Care of General Beauregard, Charleston, S. C. : 


GENERAL: You will proceed, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Trans-Mississippi Department, and make a thorough inspection of the 
artillery and ordnance stores in that department; also of the means and 
facilities for the manufacture of ordnance and ordnance stores in that 
department, giving such advice and assistance as your enlarged ex- 
perience may enable you to suggest. lor the purpose of carrying out 
this order, you will report to Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, commanding 
Trans-Mississippi Department, at Alexandria, La. 

You will report the result of your inspection, from time to time, 
through the Ordnance Bureau. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


_ Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
March 20, 1863. 
Colonel [A. M.] ALEXANDER, 
Commanding Second Brigade : 


_ COLONEL: I have written to Captain Cabell, chief quartermaster, to 
strain every nerve to forward the brigade under your command to the 
vicinity of the Arkansas River. I wish you to send forward as soon as 
possible Speight’s regiment and West’s battery, to be followed by other 
regiments. The enemy is beginning to move down, and the river is 
fordable at many points. They outnumber us largely, and the only 
reasons they have not forced us from this point have been the condi- 
tion of their stock and their ignorance of the exact condition and posi- 
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tion of our forces. These difficulties are being overcome, and they are 
even now gradually approaching our lines. How long they may delay 
a move for this place it is impossible to state. This point I regard, in’ 
a military point of view, as the key to all the intervening country de- 
tween this and the Texas frontier. It must be held, if we are to hold 
in check an invasion of Northern Texas. Do, colonel, push on the bat- 
tery and the first regiment with all the energy you possess, and try to 
impress upon officers and men the imperious necessity of activity, spirit, 
and energy. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., March 23, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. MAGRUDER: 


GENERAL: I send my adjutant-general, Captain Crosby, to see you 
in reference to affairs in the Indian country aid Northern Texas. I 
have no military authority to call on you for anything, but to convince 
you of my necessities, to obtain at your hands all the assistance you 
may be able to render me, acting, as I am sure you will do, upon your 
judgment as to what is necessary for the common good. 

The regiments and battalions under my command would, I think, be 
sufficient to at least hold the enemy at bay in this section were they 
what they should be. Unfortunately such is not the case. All the 
Texas regiments under my command, with but one exception (Speight’s), 
when turned over to me were utterly demoralized, and their ranks so 
much reduced by desertion that five regiments (including Speight’s) 
report but an aggregate of 1,432 present. This force, with an inferior 
four gun battery, constitutes the chief body of my army. 1 have, besides, 
some conpanies of partisan Indians, and one artillery company without 
guns. Iam almost destitute of ammunition of every description, and 
really don’t know where to get any, unless supplied by or through you. 
The enemy is already feeling his way in this direction, and, if Lam driven 
from the line of the Arkansas, there is presented no intermediate line 
proper for defense until Red River is reached. To say nothing of the 
loss of the Indian country and some thousands of warriors, who would, 
in all probability, be turned against us, it would put in imminent jeopardy 
the grain-growing region of Texas. The importance of holding theenemy 
as far away from that section as possible is no doubt fully apparent to 
you. There is also in the northern region of Texas a very unsound ele- 
ment, which will develop itself the moment a Federal force @pproaches 
it. For these and many other important reasons which willie you, 
it is vitally important to hold every foot of territory on thr Jine. 

After this somewhat brief exposition of the state of affairs in this 
part of the country, I will state, as succinctly as possible, my wants, leav- 
ing much of the detail to Captain Crosby, who is fully aware of my 
views and wants. I wish every assistance that can be given in forcing 
absentees who are in your district back to their commands. I have 
written also to Governor Lubbock on this subject. I am greatly in 
want of a speedy supply of ammunition. If you can possibly spare 
them, I wish to have sent me a few pieces of artillery of the heaviest 
caliber that can be used in ihe field; even two pieces will be of great 
service. The field batteries of the enemy are very superior to the one 
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have, and it is desirable to counterbalance this advantage with heavier 
metal, even if I am compelled to haul them with oxen. Of course, 
JI should prefer modern improved guns, but have no idea you will have 
it in your power to spare me anything of that kind. General Holmes 
gives me to understand that I can look to Arkansas for nothing. 

The Indian country is utterly exhausted. My supplies of breadstuffs 
are all purchased in Texas, and, as in regard to everything else, I found 
this department sadly deficient in transportation. I therefore wish you 
to do me the kindness to give such orders as will facilitate my chief 
quartermaster (whom I have stationed for the present at Bonham) in for- 
warding these supplies to me. Your sagacity will have discovered that 
the interests and defense of this territory and Northern Texas are most 
intimately interwoven. I therefore feel every confidence in making this 
appeal to you. I am also fully aware that in doing so I am disregard- 
ing the rules prescribed for my government, especially in regard to 
ordnance and ordnance stores; but Ido this to avoid losing the country 
before the usual forms of ‘red tapeism” can be gone through. I donot 
think this is atime to stand upon form. As for making a requisition 
according to the prescribed routine, and giving it its time to travel 
to Richmond and back, the thing is utterly absurd. If you can spare a 
supply of ammunition, please have such assistance given Captain Crosby 
as will further its speedy transportation to me. Iam also sadly de- 
ficient in small-arms. The majority of my Indian troops are entirely 
without, and the long-range weapons in the hands of the enemy’s Indian 
allies have the effect of intimidating them to a great extent. I shall 
notify General Smith (who I have just learned is in command of Trans- 
Mississippi District) of having sent an agent to you, and also forward 
to him a copy of this letter. Learning that the Indians and whites to- 
gether were driving the whites from their homes in Northern Texas, 
Limmediately assumed the responsibility of ordering Colonel De Morse’s 
cavalry regiment into Cooke County, for the protection of the people 
of that section. I hope the force sent has been sufficient to relieve any 
anxiety you may have in regard to that quarter. I fear, however, that 
I shall be unable to keep the regiment at that point any considerable 
length of time, it being one of my best equipped regiments, and being 
quite sure, from present appearances, that I shall need all the troops I 
can command on this line. 

It is reported to me unofficially that many of the deserters from the 
Texas regiments under my command have joined partisan corps in ° 
Texas. Should such prove to be the fact, I would respectfully ask you 
to apply the proper remedy. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
_ WM. STEELE, 
‘ Brigadier-General, Commanding Indian Territory. 
HEADQUARTERS INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., March 23, 1863. 
General D. H. CoopEr, 
Commanding First Brigade ; 
GENERAL: In obedience to instructions from General Holmes, you 
will report to him at his headquarters, Little Rock, without delay. 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
a Fort Smith, March 28, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Little Rock: 


COLONEL: I wrote you a few days since that -I contemplated calling 
out the Choctaws. Iam informed that their treaty obligations are to fur- 
nish men in the same proportion as the States. (I have not yet been able 
to obtain a copy of the treaty.) Under this, and with the consciousness 
that they are to be fed under any circumstances, I purposed calling the 
entire population within the conscript age, but in doing so a difficulty 
is encountered which does not exist in the States, where a sufficient 
number of regiments are already organized to absorb all the new levies. 
It will be necessary to appoint field officers and put them on duty at 
once, or as soon as the regiments are raised. The Choctaws are the 
most reliable of all the Indians. 

The present condition of the Indian country is that there is a necessity 
of feeding an indefinite number, say 40,000, and having out of all an 
army of not more than 7,000 fighting men, and many of these very irreg- 
ular troops. I submit this for your consideration. If authority can be 
ziven to organize these troops, I think it should be done. Toawait the 
return of appointments from the other side of the Mississippi River is 
to involve the Indian country in confusion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


RicumonpD, VA., March 30, 1863. 
Colonel JonES [JosEPH C. IVES], 
Aide-de-Camp to the President, 
(Care of General Pemberton, Jackson, Miss.:) 


COLONEL: I am particularly in want of full and exact returns of the 
troops in General Holmes’ command of the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment, which I have endeavored to obtain for some time past, but have 
failed to accomplish. In mentioning the subject to the President, he 
suggested that I should write to you, as you are now on a tour of in- 
spection in that region of country. Ihave, therefore, concluded to apply 
to you for assistance in giving the relief to my necessities, by requesting 
you to adopt some means while in the Trans-Mississippi Department to 
cause me to be furnished, as early as practicable, with the returns so 
much needed, and which, by a resolution of the Senate, 1 am called 
upon tomake. What I want, and what the rales of the service require, 
is a tabular return of the strength of the army under General Holmes, 
to which should be added a statement showing the organization of bri- 
gades and divisions constituting his command, the name, number, and 
from what State, of the regiments composing each brigade, with the 
name of each regimental commander, and the name and rank of each 
brigade commander, and also the rank and name of the division com- 
mander, into which divisions the several brigades are organized. Can 
you, by any possibility, obtain this information for me? 

The President has intimated to me that Maj. G. M. Bryan, supposed 
to be now serving with Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, in Western Louisiana, » 
might be useful in collecting this information, under your instructions, 
Could you not make arrangements to send for him and put him on this 
duty, with directions to bring me the returns I require to this city, with 
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the least delay possible? . Your order, in the name of the President, to 
this effect will be sufficient to insure compliance. 

I find that the assistant adjutant-general of General Holmes’ com- 
mand (Colonel Anderson) has given a statement to the Governor of 
Arkansas, exhibiting the number of regiments from that State serving 
‘in the Trans-Mississippi Department; and yet, strange to say, my office 
is kept in ignorance of this very fact from the want of returns from that 
department. be sears 

Task your attention to this subject, and will be gratified to receive 
information in relation thereto, through any means you may be enabled to 
adopt. If you should see General Holmes, please show him this letter. 


Very respectfully, &e. 
eats oahens S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Hpars. GREENE’S BRIGADE, MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ARMY, 
Camp Emmet MacDonald, March 30, 1863. 
Maj. E. G. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Batesville, Ark.: 

Masgor: Your dispatches of to-day were received at 5p.m. Iam 
in receipt of a dispatch from Captain Reves to the effect that 200 of 
the enemy were at Doniphan, and that he saw them. .I have written 
him to ascertain the position and movements of the main body. You 
will bear in mind that I am but 24 miles nearer to the enemy than when 
at. Batesville, and that changes of an important character may occur 
before information could be sent from scouts at or near Pilot Knob and 
Rolla, which are 180 and 160 miles distant. 

Your order concerning vaccination wilk be executed as far as prac- 
ticable. I would beg respectfully to remind you that there are now 
absent on detached service from my command 633 men, under Captain 
Randall, Captain Bryant, and Lieutenant-Colonel Preston, who would 
not have the benefit of vaccination. I would also respectfully report 
that there are only 409 effective arms, of all descriptions, present in my 
command. With this state of facts, I shall endeavor to make the best 
appearance possible when the general reviews my troops. The bearer 
of this is detailed as a courier, to remain at Batesville. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Baier ert DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
No, 11. Little Rock, March 30, 1863. 


I. Maj. Gen. Sterling Price will relieve Brigadier-General Frost from 
the command of the division now commanded by the latter. On being 
relieved by General Price, Brigadier-General Frost will proceed to Day’s 
Bluff, and resume command of his own brigade. 

* x * * *% * * 

By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes: 


8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generul. 
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Hpgrs. DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
A Fort Smith, Ark., March 31, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. Hotmus, 
Commanding District of Arkansas, Little Rock ; 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 28th instant was received too late last 
night to be answered by the mail of that date. My impression is that 
Blunt does contemplate a movement in this direction, and that he is 
accumulating stores at Newtonia for this purpose. Whether I have 
anything to fear from him depends upon the strength with which he 
moves. His forces are, as yet, scattered, for convenience of supplies. 
My information is not as accurate as I could wish. Ihope to have more 
definite intelligence, of which I shall advise you. 

The question of supplying troops from Texas is only one of time, 
whether I can get together the necessary number of wagons. Captain 
Cabell has notified me of contracts for 400 yoke of oxen, to be delivered 
between the Istand15th of April. I had ordered amovementof Speight’s 
brigade, by regiments, as fast as they could be put in order, and had 
hoped to have had all moving north by the 15th proximo. This order I 
have countermanded by express this morning. The regiments of that 
brigade, you are aware, are in a very demoralized condition, with the 
exception of Speight’s, and that, I think, has not improved from asso- 
ciation. The move to the other side of the Mississippi River, placing 
them with large armies, will subject them to a discipline that cannot 
be enforced while they are so convenient to their homes. As far as that 
brigade is concerned, the move will be beneficial both to itself and to 
the service; but if it is taken, another must be sent in its place, unless 
you move in such a manner as to make an advance in this direction too 
hazardous until the grass rises sufficiently to enable me to threaten the 
enemy’s communications, by crossing at Fort Gibson, and moving up 
the emigrant road from Missouri to Texas. 

I do not Jike to have the enemy get control of any part of this river, 
for the instant that their passage backward and forward is secure, 
their bands of robbers and traitors will be operating in the northern 
part of Texas, where, in connection with the unsound element (which is 
not small) in that section, they would create an alarm which might 
seriously affect our supply of breadstuffs from that quarter. If your 
movements are such as to secure the line of the river, a brigade of in- 
fantry would not be, perhaps, necessary. An active cavalry force, with 
artillery, would probably be sufficient to clear the Indian country and 
cause them some apprehension in Kansas. 

In moving Speight’s brigade do you include West’s battery? That, 
I think, should be left, as well as all arms not in the hands of men. The 
regiment now here should go by all means. They could be sent to Ark- 
adelphia and Camden, and join the brigade farther down. General 
Cooper has been ordered to Little Rock, as directed. I have considered 
his services too valuable to part with so long as it was left discretionary 
with me. General Cooper has a knowledge of the Indians that is pos- 
_ sessed by few. His services have been very important. My intercourse 
with him has left an impression more favorable than I entertained be- 
fore. His troops are widely scattered for the protection of the frontier 
and of depots. I am drawing all that can be spared on to the Arkansas 
as fast as they can be fed. The Choctaws are all, I believe, loyal; also 
the Cherokees who are now refugees; in fact, the war was between the 
different parts of the Cherokee Nation, and will amount to the extermina- 
tion of one side or the other. They could notlive together. The Creeks 
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still profess to be loyal to the South. They are so far from me that I 
have had little intercourse with them; the same of the Seminoles and 
others than those nientioned. I shall be very glad to see a superin- 
tendent, to whom I can turn over the whole subject of feeding the des- 
titute. This matter has become interwoven with the supplies for troops 
in a manner that embarrasses any calculations that can be made. The 
disposition to drain all that can be gotten from the public crib exists 
with the Indian as well as with the white man. A few days since I dis- 
covered in a list of “indigents” a man with 20 negroes. 

If you order Speight’s brigade to move toward Vicksburg, I should 
like to have a regiment sent to this place to relieve the one on duty here, 
and one with a colonel or field officer of some character, who can be 
trusted for a short time whenever it may be necessary for me to move 
about in my district. 

I have written the above with freedom, giving my own ideas; but 


should your views differ from mine, I shall, nevertheless, endeavor to. 


carry out to the utmost of my power any line you may suggest. ‘ 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 


Brigadier- General. 


Abstract from return of the District of Arkansas, commanded by Lieut. Gen. Theophilus H. 
Holmes, for March, 1863; headquarters Little Rock, Ark. 


wey ~~ 
Present for =I 5 
| duty. a Bir 
2 | Be 
Soi! Oa 3 
Command. £ 2 = 
D an as 
= .) oA 
2) . =I HO 
- Pe 8 et Sh 
ra) = <q <q 
PAGE SICA WISLOI cher seem aeons eke ee cae eis eialabeic ats ee neta nem 532 | 6,634 | 8,543 | 138,096 
DDI OIS ALVASION cc <r nteesla ress ala coc le wleiel wnt eiajeeie inj Sateen mcnenerate eet 484 | 6,202 | 8,444 | 12,577 © 
OLCCLOS CEVAMLON tat tacts Aap rs ese pines Swee nes Seaway Mer me Sulewe bemire Red 193 | 2,449 | 3, 206 7, 613 
Marmaduke’s division.....-...--....- SS CSC see ae amore aor erice 203 | 2,358 | 3,209 ‘5, 163 
Calbellig prigade ws sores cns crusts tise ears Canes a aeGuR meee eee eee 96) 1,483 | 1, 830 2, 703 
WMObbin s Twi ewes lL. 5s Seuss ose hace es arask & Sk cm wlarece MER Riel eta cle am wie RISES mateo telfs eRe es wal hele 
WENSON BiG OM PAY. ara eh nnnwebine deta. cated omelets oa Lak albl emisiaate i 52 81 153 
Lota locos: sat cit Solace Whe bax Sate ees ee Sele ee akin eae pees 1,509 | 19,178 | 25,313 | 41,305 


RicuMonD, April 1, 1863. 


Authority is hereby granted to Col. Stand Watie, chief of the Cher- 
okee Nation, to raise a brigade for the Provisional Army, to consist 
of such force as is already 1 in service from the Cherokee Nation, and 
such additional force as may be obtained from the contiguous States, 
without interfering with the operations of the conscript “law, on such 
conditions as to the privilege of residence or incorporation into the 
Cherokee Nation of ——— County, and the ownership or occupation of 
deserted lands and homesteads, as may be prescribed by the ere 
council or other legislative authority of the said Nation. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* No report. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, \ HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
No. 1. Little Rock, Ark., April 1, 1863. 

I. In compliance with orders from district headquarters, the under- 
signed assumes command of the division lately commanded by Briga- 
dier-General Frost. The occasion affords him an opportunity, of which 
he gladly avails himself, to express the gratification with which he re- 
turns to this department, and the proud satisfaction with which he 
places himself at the head of troops the excellency of whose drill and 
discipline he has himself witnessed, and whose courage, constancy, and 
endurance have become historical. 

II. The following-named officers are announced as constituting the 
division staff: Maj. Thomas L. Snead and Maj. Lauchlan A. Maclean, 
assistant adjutant-generals; Maj. Henry M. Clark, assistant inspector- 
general; Maj. Isaac Brinker, quartermaster; Maj. John Reid, commis- 
sary of subsistence; Maj. Edward C. Cabell, paymaster; Maj. William E. 
Woodruff, jr., acting chief of artillery; Lieut. John Mhoon, engineer 
and acting ordnance officer; Surg, Thomas D. Wooten, chief surgeon ; 
Surg. William M. McPheeters, medical inspector; Lieut. Robert C. Wood 
and Lieut. Richard T. Morrison, aides-de-camp, and Maj. John Tyler, jr., 
Maj. Celsus Price, Maj. Charles T. Perrie, and Maj. D. C. Cage, volun- 
teer aides-de-camp. 

2 STERLING PRICH, 
Major-General, Commanding Division. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS PRICEH’S DIVISION, 
Little Rock, Ark., April 2, 1863. 
Brigadier-General FAGAN: 

GENERAL: Major-General Price directs me to say that the several 
brigades of this division will,in compliance with instructions from dis- 
trict headquarters, be prepared to move from their present position to 
the vicinity of Cunningham’s Lake, about 6 miles distant from Little 
Rock, in a westerly direction. 

You will, in concert with the commanding officers of the other bri- 
gades, please select and prepare an encampment at the designated 
point, and hold your brigade in readiness to move 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient serv ant, 
THOS. Li SNEAD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(Same to Brigadier-Generals McRae, Parsons, and Tappan.) 


Hpers. GREENE’S BRIGADE, MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ARMY, 
Camp Emmet MacDonald, April 2, 1863. 
Maj. E. G. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

MAJOR: The inclosed communication* will explain the condition of 
Captain Dye’s company. I have written to the officer in command all 
that is necessary concerning the small-pox and the threatened mutiny. 
The company 1 is not under my command i have, therefore, offered force 


f Not Rashi: 


~ 
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to suppress the mutiny, and have not used it. From what I can learn, 
it is my opinion that the company will be content to be attached to an 
Arkansas regiment, and that it is believed by them that they are or- 
dered to Colonel Young. The officer, no doubt, has exaggerated the 
facts. 

The enemy have all left Doniphan and Pitman’s Ferry. A small party 
crossed the river and burned McElrath’s, on Fourche de Mas, 15 miles | 
north of Pocahontas. A party went down to burn Bollinger’s Mills (6 
miles north of Pocahontas), but were frightened off. Captain Reves 
did not succeed in cutting off either detachment. As suggested in mine 
of the 28th ultimo, this force consisted of a part of McNeil’s command. 

All of my men have been vaccinated. We are doing well, and have 
subsistence and forage bought to enable me to remain here four days 
longer. My agents are making the necessary arrangements on Eleven 
Points. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HpaQrs. GREENE’S BRIGADE, MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ARMY, 
Camp Emmet MacDonald, April 2, 1863. 


Maj. E. G. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Masor: I have sent scouts to ascertain the position, number, &ce., 
of the enemy in Southeastern Missouri, from Ironton to Bloomfield, and 
between the Mississippi and Current Rivers. I. will send another small . 
party inthe morning. I shall start a party to ascertain the whereabouts 
of Totten’s command, which marched eastward, leaving Rolla to the left. 
. Though this force is thought to have gone to Southeastern Missouri, the 
reports from that country do not confirm it. The same scout will be in- 
structed to carefully notice the capacity of the country east of Houston, 
and on the line of Eleven Points and Jack’s Fork, northward, to sup- 
port a heavy cavalry force. 

Captain Reves has, by my orders, reliable men on the trail of McNeil’s 
men. Colonel Shaver has called upon me for a company for duty under 
Captain Wells. I ordered that officer to take Dye’s company, whereby 
I shall be relieved of any infection in it, and shall, at the same time, 
take the men from the immediate. control of officers who do not sup- 
press the insubordination said to exist in it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HDQRS. GREENP’S BRIGADE, MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ARMY, 

. Camp Emmet MacDonald, April 3, 1863. 

Maj. E. G. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Batesville, Ark. : 


MAsor: Referring to my dispatch of yesterday, concerning Captain 
Dye’s company, I would respectfully state that Captain Wells returned 
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this morning, and states that the company had marched. to Hoopman. 
It is his opinion that the existing difficulty is caused by the bad man- 
agement of the officers who have encouraged the insubordination. I 
would again state that I have never received orders directing this com- 
pany to report to me, and consequently have not attempted to exercise 
direct command of it. : 

The case will be reported in full by Captain Wells to Colonel Shaver, 
who sent that officer here. 

Colonel Shaver, in an order, directed me to furnish Captain Wells a 
force (strength not stated); but as I do not recognize the authority of 
that or any other officer to order me, except through the general, I re- 
fused to furnish the detail. I, however, as stated yesterday, indorsed 
the order instructing Captain Wells to take Dye’s command for the pur- 
poses heretofore named. 

Constant communication is carried on between the enemy’s lines in » 
Southeastern Missouri and ours, which I regard as highly injurious to 
our interest. I have, therefore, ordered Captain Reves to stop it; to 
permit no one to pass either way except by your authority or that of a 

‘brigade commander. 

1 further instructed him to allow citizens to pass living in the imme- 
diate neighborhood of Current, and who are known to him to be loyal, 
and traveling on important private business. 

If energetic measures are taken, the enemy can be kept in ignorance 
of your force and movements. 

Very resdectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Camp EMMET MACDONALD, 
April 4, 1863. 
Maj. E. G. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Mason: Captain [Timothy] Reves reported this morning that he had 
information of 200 cavalry on the march to burn Bollinger’s Mills and 
destroy the records of Doniphan. He asked for re-enforcements. I 
wrote him that his force was sufficient to defend the mill, and ordered ~ 
him to do it. 

This mill has capacity for grinding for 5,000 men, and is the only one 
between Eleven Points and Current, south of Doniphan. Fifty men 
ought to defend it against 150. I know the situation. 

Scouts report the enemy to bave retired from Ripley and Butler Coun- 
ties. 

There are at Patterson 500 cavalry, without artillery ; at Bloomfield 
1,100 troops. 

IT have not gotten further particulars, but hope soon to have a report 
ot all of the enemy’s forces in Southeastern Missouri. 

‘‘ Roughness” holds out here longer than I expected. I have four 
days’ rations of fodder-and oats, purchased on Spring River, and shall 
get more. My horses are doing finely. They will be in fair condition 
in ten days. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENH, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEE Ae 
Alexandria, La., April 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Ue Bs ‘Macruper, 
‘Houston, Tex. : 


: GENERAL: Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, on his way from Little Rock, 

was informed that an expedition was bein. g fitted out for Arizona, under 
your direction. I am instructed to say that, great as is his desire to 
aid the patriotic people of that district, the exigencies of the service » 
will not permit the withdrawal of any part of our forces from points 
more exposed to the approach of the enemy, West Louisiana and Ar- 
kansas being now threatened, and your own district likely to be sub- 
jected to invasion at any moment should its army be weakened. The 
general commanding, therefore, hopes that if a.movement into Arizona 
should have been contemplated you will promptly check it, as it cannot, 
under existing circumstances, be authorized. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


NEAR SYLAMORE, April 6, 1863. 
General MARMADUKE: 


Str: From the best information I can get, there are three regiments 
of the enemy foraging in and about Berryville, carrying with them four 
pieces of artillery. They surprised, my command, under Colonel Wood- 
son, on the night of the 2d, recapturing a number of wagons and mules 
which had been captured three days before. 

My command is now encamped on Buffalo, about 50 miles from this 
point. I will dispatch to you again as soon as I reach my command, 
giving you all the particulars as to the numbers and object of the enemy. 

Respectfully, 
J. T. CEARNAL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HDQRS. GREENE’S BRIGADE, MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, | 
TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ARMY, 
4 On the March, April 8, 1863. 
Maj. E. G. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Powhatan : 


Mason: I reported last night that [had halted at a point where the 
old military road crosses Spring River. Ihave not yet found a desir- 
able place to camp permanently. It is now raining. I shall move as 
soon as it ceases, and ground and water are found. “T will: report when 
the change is made. 

Captain Reves is on a scout in the direction of Doniphan. I have 
sent a courier with orders for him to report. I would request that he be 
ordered to report to me for instructions, for the reason that late move- 
ments of his are, in my opinion, calculated to conflict with the move- 
ments of this army. Ilis train and a part of his men are now camped 
2 miles east of old Jackson (5 miles from me), to which place they were 
ordered by Captain Reves in a dispatch, stating that the enemy had - 
again crossed Current, and were coming {o Eleven Points. The officer 
who brought me the information expressed the opiate that it was a 


Cuar. XXXIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 815 


party on a mill-burning expedition. I doubt the whole thing. This 
command seems to be infected with a mill-burning scare. 

If the rain continues, and is heavy, Spring River and Eleven Points 
will not be fordable. These streams rise rapidly, but fall again in three 
or four days. 

I regret to be compelled to report that the Texas troops have taken 
- 800 bushels of corn and 2,000 bundles of fodder brought for my com- 
mand. This practice must be stopped, or it will result in bad feelings 
and conflict between thetroops. I have taken no notice of this offense, 
believing that Colonel Carter was ignorant of the matter, and would not 
tolerate the practice. My agents report corn in large quantities on 
Kleven Points ; ‘‘ roughness” scarce. 

Lieutenant Clark has returned from the scout to Ironton. His in- 
formation will be reported to Captain Moore. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
j Fort Smith, Ark., April 9, 1863. 
Col. A. M.. ALEXANDER, 
Commanding Second Brigade: 


COLONEL: It is important that the troops under your command should 
be moved forward as rapidly as possible. The enemy is concentrating 
his force within 40 miles of this place. Time is of the utmost impor- 
tance. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HbDgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., April 9, 1863. 
Colonel [JAMES H.] HARRISON, 
Commanding Speight’s Regiment : 

COLONEL: I am in hopes this will meet you on the road. [I fear we 
shall want you here before you can possibly arrive. The enemy has a 
force within 50 miles of this place; he is, I believe, only awaiting the 
return of his teams, which have gone for supplies, to make a move in 
this direction. Come forward as fast as you can with propriety. 

Your obedient servant, ‘ 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


ORDNANCE BUREAU, 
Richmond, April 9, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A, SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Sim: I extract from letter of March 23, from Lieut. Col. J. A. Brown, - 
ehief of ordnance Trans-Mississippi Department: 


Captain Pierce, my assistant, informs me that Major-General Gardner seized and 
issued some Enfield rifles to hiscommand that were distinctly marked for Lieut. Gen. 
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li. Kirby Smith. These were most likely the 500 Richmond rifles mentiored in your 
list of ordnance and ordnance stores sent to me. I respectfully ask your interference ~ 
in any one causing stores intended for this department being diverted whilst in tran- 
situ, and request that General Gardner be directed to report the facts attending the 
seizure, if made. 


Very respectfully, e 
J. GORGAS, 
Colonel and Chief of Ordnance. 


[Indorsement.] 


Port Hupson, May 17, 1863. 


Respectfully returned. I have a large amount of ordnance stores at 
this post belonging to the Trans-Mississippi Department, and they 
cannot be forwarded. I ordered arms to be issued of these stores to 
the sharpshooters of Maxey’s brigade, who were without any, and the 
presence of the enemy requiring me to make the best use of means 
within my reach. I have also ordered the issue of cavalry equipments 
. from the same stores, which are absolutely needed at this time. 
FRANK GARDNER, 

Major-General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., April 10, 1863. 
Colonel [S. S.] ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


COLONEL: Since writing on the state of affairs in this region, Phillips’ . 
forces have moved westward, and to-day I have received two expresses 
_ from the upper river, giving information that bodies of the enemy were 
at Fort Gibson and Webber’s Falls, and that about 1,500 had crossed the 
Arkansas River, and were moving down. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 
' Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 89. Richmond, Va., April 11, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


XIII. The Missourians lately returned from imprisonment in the 
United States, now at Petersburg, Va., will be allowed to organize them- — 
selves into a company of infantry of the Provisional Army. After 
their organization, and the approval of their muster-rolls, the company 
will proceed to Alexandria, La., and report to Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby 
Smith, for service in the Trans-Mississippi Department. 


* * r * * x * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 


JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Hpe@rs. GREENE'S BRIGADE, MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
TRANS: MISSISSIPPI ARMY, 
; April 12; 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


MAJOR: I inclose a dispatch from Captain Reves.* I am using every 
* exertion to put the command in marching condition. I am somewhat 
delayed by want of iron, the necessity of accumulating forage, &c., and 
transporting stores from Powhatan. I inquired how many days’ cooked 
rations will be taken on the march. I want this information, because 
it will require much time to prepare them after the cooking utensils 
are sent off. 

There are only two sets of harness to the battery. I shall rig up 
wagon harness for the leaders. I shall have trouble to get suitable bat- 
tery horses. 

You will inform me when I may look for Colonel Young, and where 
he is now camped. I wish to communicate with him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., April 13, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. CooPER, 

Commanding First Brigade : ; 
GENERAL: I disapprove entirely of the expedition proposed by Colo- 
nel De Morse, for the reason that all the troops belonging to the Indian 
district will be required in another direction. When that regiment was 
sent on the duty in which it is now engaged, I only looked upon it asa 
temporary measure of relief to the inhabitants of Cooke and the con- 
tiguous counties. I do not feel that I have forces to spare from the 
more important duty of keeping back the enemy (who is even now men- 
acing our line of defense), and, if possible, of driving him back beyond 
the limits of the Indian country.- Neither do I think it well to send 
out an expedition at this time to subdue the wild tribes; it is not to 
be accomplished by one expedition, but would be required to be fol- 
lowed up vigorously. We have enough upon our hands at this time 
without seeking more. These incursions of wild Indians have been of 
yearly occurrence, and should have been put down with a strong hand 
long since but for the present war. We cannotspare troops to do more 

than give protection to the frontier settlements. 

The remarks on the subject of discharges are entirely unnecessary. 
If a man is physically unable to perform his duties, a medical officer 
who is fit for his position can make such a statement of his case as will 
insure the concurrence of the medical director. Many of the medical 
staff that I have encountered are extremely ignorant, and sometimes 
I have known one case) will take pay for a certificate ; consequently, as 
all the officers cannot be known to the commander, it is necessary to 
work by rule, and submit every certificate to competent authority, and 
let it stand upon its own merits. I desire that you should concentrate 
as soon as possible all of your brigade, except a few Texas companies, 


* Not found. poate 
52 RB R—VOL XXU, PT II 
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to act as a nucleus for the Indian commands that will be required to 
protect the people from the incursions of wild tribes. 
The protection of Northern Texas properly belongs to General Ma- , 
gruder. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. ~ 


*HDQRS. GREENE’S BRIGADE, MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ARMY, 
Camp Marmaduke, April 14, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Masor: I neglected to report yesterday that Captain [James] Sur- 
ridge, in command of scout on Current, was informed that the Federal 
detachment lately at Doniphan had intelligence of your advance, and 
believed your force to be 7,000 cavalry. They immediately decamped 
on getting the information. They are now sending a small party to dis- 
cover the truth of the report received. Captain Reves will give you 
late information from Ironton, &c. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


CAMP NEAR MCELROY’s, ON ELEVEN POINTS, 
f April 14, 1863. 
Major [HENRY] EWING, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Marmaduke’s Division : 

Mason: Here we are, after a hard day’s travel yesterday. To-day 
we have traveled but a short distance. I shall to night camp in Mis- 
souri, where I will await further orders. 

You will find this a very poor country. Its resources are not what 
the general thinks they are. I find that these Texans have bought or 
engaged everything in this country. However, when their contracts 
are such as to interfere with my necessities, I will not regard them. I 
can subsist my command on as little as any one, but at the same time 
we require some little. 

You will hear from me to-morrow night. I shall commence scouting 
pretty heavily day after to-morrow. From what I can learn, I believe 
1 can find the enemy in 30 miles of here. My pickets are in Missouri 
to-night. As soon as I reach the line, I shall use every exertion to 
mount my men. 

There is no important force at Ironton. It is said that MeNeil is at 
Poplar Bluff; if he is, I will find him. We can’t stay here long; I mean 
anywhere in this section. Plenty of water. I have had to raise all my 
ainmunition every time I have crossed these “ Points.” 

As I have mentioned, you will hear from me to-morrow. 

Respectfully, 
JO. O. SHELBY, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Brigade. 


[APRIL 14, 1863.—For E. Kirby Smith to Theophilus H. Holmes, 
ordering Walker’s division to Camden, there to be in readiness to march 
to Monroe, see Series I, Vol. XV, p. 1041.] 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA, 

Jackson, April 15, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General HOLMEs, 
Commanding, de., Little Rock : 


GENERAL: By authority fromthe Secretary of War, Brig. Gen. A. 
Buford is retained in this department, and Brig. Gen. A. Rust is ordered 
to report to Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Trans-Mississippi Department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
J. C. PEMBERTON, ~ 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


CAMP BRECKINRIDGE, GREENE COUNTY, ARKANSAS, 
April 15, 1863. 
Brigadier-General MARMADUKE: 
I am directed by Lieut. Col. Solomon G. Kitchen, commanding bat- 
talion C. 8. Army, to inform you of a raid now being made by the 
Federal troops into this portion of Arkansas. The Federals are now 
encamped, to the number of 260, 2 miles south of Oak Bluff (or Scatter- 
ville), Greene County, Arkansas. We have not information sufficient 
to tell whether there is a force supporting them farther up the ridge. 
We have only eighty-six guns in camp, but will remain here unless 
driven by the enemy, or ordered by you. Colonel Kitchen begs leave 
to report to you for duty, and holds himself and command subject to 
your orders. 
I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 
R. KAY, 
Adjutant of Battalion, O. S. Army. 


ForT SMITH, ARK., April 15, 1863. 
General Louis T. WIGFALL: 


GENERAL: When I saw youin Richmond you were kind enough to 
invite a free correspondence, a favor of which I have often contemplated 
availing myself, but have deferred from time to time under the press of 
business. The receipt to-day of the inclosed letter, startling in its rev- 
elations of the feelings of our Cherokee allies, and the bearing of the 
present state of affairs upon the welfare of Northern Texas, offers the 
occasion to commence the correspondence. 

You will recollect thatin our last conversation I preferred a new field 
to taking position under those who had hitherto been my juniors, owing 
to which preference I did not avail myself of your kind offers to place 
me ina position in the Virginia army. Following this idea, I reported, 
as ordered, to General Holmes, and by him was assigned to the com- 
mand of the Indian country, which, while giving me on paper a major- 
general’s command, and more responsibility and labor than would de- 
volve upon the commander of a division, places me in reality in com- 
mand of a smaller effective force than should constitute a brigade. 

The Indians must be addressed through the medium of their present 
wants; hence the necessity of feeding and clothing them to keep them 
firm in their allegiance. In this course the Northern Government has an 
immense advantage, and the action of our own officers has given them 
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greater advantages than they should legitimately have had. The In- 
dian country is destitute of everything essential to an army, or to the 
supply of its inhabitants, the crops last year having been a complete 
failure; hence the task of not only furnishing the troops with rations, 
but the indigent loyal Indians with bread, brought from a distance, thus 
throwing upon the commissariat the necessity of supplying with inade- 
quate means 30,000 or 40,000 natives. This command when I assumed it 
was destitute of nearly everything, and would have been without even 
ammunition sufficient for one round but for the provident care of Gen- ~ 
eral Cooper, who was then holding a subordinate command under General 
Pike. The flour of Texas was not available, for the want of wagons 
to haul it; consequently the troops and destitute citizens of the Nation 
were dependent upon the uncertain navigation of the Arkansas, and 
the insufficient number of steamboats navigating it, for the bread they 
have eaten during the past winter. This route failing to yield a suffi- 
cient supply, a large number of the troops were sent to the Red River 
district for food. ‘If the mountain would not come to Mohammed, 
Mohammed must go to the mountain.” ’ 

The spring has opened and the enemy is in motion, and at the pres- 
ent moment the game is mostly in his hands, but whether or not he 
knows his advantages and will avail himself of them remains to be 
seen. Ina short time I shall have the troops sent to Red River back 
again on the line of the Arkansas River, and I shall at least be able to 
hold my own, unless there should be a very considerable defection 
amongst our Indian troops. The Indian country is of great importance 
to us; but it is of more importance to keep the enemy at a distance 
from the granaries of Texas. Were he to get a foothold in Northern 
Texas, the dependence of our whole Trans-Mississippi Department for 
breadstuff would be taken away. You are probably aware that in 
Northern Texas, as well as in Western Arkansas, there are not a few who 
would welcome the Northern rule. In both places the best men have 
been the first to volunteer, and [there remain] either lukewarm friends 
or concealed enemies or speculators, who care only for the profits. 

The letter I send you is from the adjutant of one of the Cherokee 
regiments to his colonel, and he is, as you see, a member of the National 
Council. These people feel themselves neglected. They cannot see 
and understand how small a portion of the field they occupy, and if every 
part of the treaty is not carried out, it gives occasion for discontent. It 
is quite likely that their welfare has not received the attention that it 
deserves. There is no superintendent here. I have been acting as 
such ex officio, but without instructions, without the records of the 
superintendents, and without money. My communications to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs remain unanswered. Under these 
circumstances it is worse than having none. I am frequently asked for 
something which the Indians think they have a treaty right to, and of 
which I know nothing. I have heard that a superintendent has been 
appointed ; if so, he should be sent to his post at once, and furnished 
with instructions and money without waiting for the usual routine of a 
time of peace, which would be too slow, even if the communications with 
the seat of Government were uninterrupted. This want of communi- 
cation, or of some ong to represent the War Department on this side of 
the river, causes much trouble and embarrassment. The bonds of dis- 
bursing officers are forwarded and never heard from; at least, such is , 
the case with many that were sent forward last year. This places them 
in @ position which makes them frequently useless in their proper capac- 
ity. Officers holding funds are unwilling to turn over to those whose 
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bonds have not been accepted. Another difliculty that we labor under 
is that some of the orders issued at Richmond appear to be intended 
exclusively for use of the troops on the east side of the Mississippi 
River, and are not applicable to this side. Of that class is the order 
forbidding the arrest of a disbursing officer until his case is referred to 
the War Department. Such a course will be equivalent to giving them 
license to do as they please. Such is the state of affairs here. If the 
Southern Cherokees, who are to hold a council in a few days, take any 
steps to make their peace with the Northern Government, it will have 
its effect upon the other Indians, and may result in transferring the 
men to a point much nearer Texas, if not within her borders; in which 
case the whole Confederacy would lose the beef and this department its 
supply of flour. The depreciation of the currency is enormous here ; 
perhaps not larger than with you; but unless something is done to arrest 
the downward tendency of our currency, it will soon be worth nothing. 
It appears to me that heavy taxation would be a remedy. Take $10 
out of every $100, and what is left would buy more than the hundred. 

Excuse the liberty in giving my views on subjects which, no doubt, 
you have given much more consideration than I have. 

I remain, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 


Brigadier-General. 
[Inclosure. ] 


WEBBER’S FALLS, 0. N., April 12, 1863. 
[Col. W. P. ADAIR:] 

CoLONEL: I arrived to-day at this place, and found that the excite- 
ment growing out of the approach of the enemy had somewhat sub- 
sided. Captains Foreman’s and Holt’s companies are encamped on the 
river at the Falls, and Captains Brown and Vann on the prairie, within 
2miles. The river is picketed up to the mouth of Grand River at all 
times; but the smallness of the forces under Captain Foreman does not 
give the protection that our people should have, and it is greatly to be 
feared that the enemy will return, especially if they know (as, doubt- 
less, they do) of the meeting of the convention. Captain Foreman, who 
is, aS you are aware, president of the convention, desired me this even- 
ing to suggest to you the sending up of at least 200 more men (if Gen- 
eral Steele will not order the whole of the Cherokee force up), and of 
that number we ought to have, at least, 50 cavalry. General Phillips 
is at Tahlequah beyond a doubt. Report says he has 3,000 men. Jack 
Cookston, a prisoner captured by Captain Holt at White Oak Springs, 
near Tahlequah, says that they (the Pins) intend issuing a circular in- 
viting us back again. From his account, it was already prepared and 
being printed, and it will not surprise me if it does not cause consider- 
able disaffection in our forces, not to say desertions, when the alterna- 
tive of remaining in peace at home, well clothed, well fed, and with 
their families, or of nakedness, starvation, and, from what they or I can 
see, the unpleasant prospect of walking to Red River, is presented to 
them. The simple truth is, we have been very badly treated by the 
officers of the Confederate States in withholding our pay as soldiers, 
our clothing, and in flooding the country with thousands of dollars of 
duplicate accounts that to-day are not worth fifty cents on the dollar, 
even in Confederate money, to say nothing of the utter failure of the 
Confederate States to give the protection promised in the treaty, and 
that at a time when their military pantomime, General Pike, had force 
enough to defend us. We have been reduced from opulence to penury, 
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driven from our homes, endured cold and hunger, and had our friends 
murdered by an inhuman and inexorable foe. All this we have borne 
with patient fortitude, without once, as soldiers, exhibiting the least 
mutinous spirit; and unless we wish to convince the people of the States 
that we are really a race of tame cowards, we ought not longer to endure 
such treatment in silence, while our women are stripped of their very 
clothing, and whipped, knocked down, and shamefully maltreated by 
our implacable and savage enemies. 

Our troops are forced to defend Fort Smith, a filthy sink of corruption 
and iniquity, inhabited chiefly by a foul, speculating horde, our enemies 
at heart, who sell the comforts of life to Confederate soldiers at ten 
prices. It is, doubtless, a point of inestimable military value, especially 
to Arkansas and Texas. Let Arkansians and Texans defend it. 

I would not have you suppose that I attach censure to Generals Steele 
and Cooper. I am satisfied that nothing short of the most absolute 
military necessity would have forced either of them to send our men 
there. I believe General Steele, since he assumed command of the de- 
partment, with the troops disaffected and disbanded, without trans- 
portation and without supplies, has done everything that he could. We 
can, I am satisfied, rely upon him for justice, as far as he has it in his 
power to give it us, and I know he would have appreciated, as a soldier 
(and his antecedents bespeak him one in the highest acceptation of the 
term), the cheerfulness and alacrity with which our ill-fed, ragged, and 
‘barefooted boys responded to his call a few nights ago when he ordered 
us to Fort Smith. : 

There is no one better acquainted with Indian affairs, our nature and 
wants, and no one more willing to protect us than General Cooper. A 
kinder, a more humane man, or a better officer we could not wish. But 
we have no guarantee that these officers are to continue with us long ; 
and I am in favor of laying a fair statement of our previous treatment, 
from their predecessors and superiors, before the authorities at Richmond, 
in order to prevent, as far as in us lies, the recurrence of such ill-usage. 
Iam none the less a Southerner, nor is my faith lessened in the least 
degree in the final success of our cause, neither do [less abhor the negro- 
fraternizing spirit of abolitionism of the North, but we must confess that 
Federals treat their perfidious allies better than the Confederate Gov- 
ernment, through its officers, has treated its most devoted and loyal In- 
dians. I willnot enter the convention with that cordial feeling toward 
the South that I had two years ago. Quid pro quo is human nature. 
Use me well, I love you; abuse me, and I don’t. 

With much respect, I remain, your friend, 
J. A. SCALES. 


[Indorsement. } 


The letter of which the above is a copy was written to the colonel of 
the Second Cherokee Regiment, who remarks, ‘‘ The letter needs no com- 
ment. So far as I have learned, it breathes the sentiments of the great 
majority of our people.” 


: Camp MARMADUKE, April 16, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EwIne, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Magor: Captain Surridge, who was lately at Doniphan, informs me 
that it will require a half day to cross the ford at that place, and that 
he thinks it unsafe to cross the ammunition. He suggests that the am- 
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munition and artillery be crossed at Pitman’s Ferry, which would throw 
them on the east side of Current, 10 miles from Doniphan. If I find 
this to be the case, will it be objectionable to cross the ammunition at 
the ferry? I know the ford at Doniphan; it is bad, deep, and rapid. 
Captain 8. also reports that there is no forage on the stubble-field 
road; thinks the troops which have just passed over have consumed it. 
I can cross below Black’s Ferry and make the necessary arrangements. 
Captain 8. is further of the opinion that it will take me two days to put 
my command at Doniphan (crossing included). 
Young has just notified me that he will be here during the day. 
Nothing from [W. J.] Preston. All of Jeffers’ men (armed) are with him. 
In ordering me to report to a given point, you will please bear in mind 
that it will take me two days, or nearly two, to be at Doniphan. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN DEPARTMENT, 
Fort Smith, Ark., April 16, 1863. 
Colonel [A. M.] ALEXANDER, ; 

_ Commanding Second Brigade, Camp Kianushi : 

COLONEL: The receipt of letters from your command of the 11th shows 
no sign of movement, much to my surprise. I had supposed that the 
transportation of the brigade would have sufficed to move the battery 
and oneregiment. The enemy has marched and countermarched, mov- 
ing his troops over more country than would have brought you to Fort 
Smith. Everything hangs byathread. We may be attacked any day 
without a prospect for successful resistance. If Speight’s regiment has 
not moved when you get this, I wish it moved at once, ready or not ready, 
to a point on or near the Muddy Boggy, a few miles this side of Boggy 
Depot. If it. has moved, and is on the Boggy Depot road, stop it at the 
point indicated, and use all the transportation that can be obtained to 
move the remainder of the brigade to that point. In case Speight’s 
regiment has moved, and is on the direct road to this place, move the 
remaining regiments to the point already indicated; that is, to a point 
near the forks of the road leading from Boggy to Gibson and to this 
place. The brigade at that point will be but little, if any, farther from 
Bonham than it now is, and will be in a much more favorable position, 
in a military point of view. I feel that every day lost may be fatal to our 
interests. Movements are now on foot which will be likely to produce 
a collision within the next three days at a point not far distant. 


Respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


LITTLE Rock, ARK., April 17, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General HoLMEs, 
Commanding District of Arkansas: 

Siem: I left Dardanelle, Ark., on the 5th instant, and returned on yes- 
terday, the 16th, having gone as far into the enemy’s country as Cass- 
ville, Barry County, Missouri, in the southwestern part of said State. 
I have to report to you the following facts in reference to the enemy: 

At Fayetteville, Ark., they have a post of 1,500 Arkansas militia, and 
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are fortifying the place. At Newtonia, Mo., in 5 miles of the Granby 
lead mines, they yet have a post of 400 Missouri militia, with dirt and 
stone fortifications, covering about four or five acres. At Cassville, 
Mo., on the main road leading from Fayetteville, Ark., to Springfield, 
Mo., and just half way between the latter and former places, they have 
a post varying from 50 to 100 militia. The distance from Fayetteville to 
Springfield is 110 miles. Since my former scout to that country, all the 
regular Federals have been removed from the southwest border of Mis- 
souri, along the borders of Missouri and Arkansas, in an easterly direc- 
tion, and are distributed as follows: At Carrollton, Ark., about 65 miles 
east of Fayetteville, on the 9th instant, I saw a body of Federal cavalry, 
part of Totten’s brigade, and I put this number at about 1,000. They 
have murdered every Southern man that could be found, old age and 
extreme youth sharing at their hands the same merciless fate. Old 
Samuel Cox and his son (fourteen years old), Saul Gatewood, Heal 
Parker, and Captain Duvall, of Missouri, were a part of those they mur- 
dered in Carroll. I will call to mind other names and report them to 
you. They burned on Osage, in Carroll County, fifteen Southern houses 
and all of the outhouses, none of those thus made homeless being per- 
mitted to take with them any clothing or subsistence. They seem to 
- have hoisted the black flag, for no Southern man, however old and infirm, 
_ or however little he may have assisted our cause, is permitted to escape 
‘them alive. 

General, I have not the language to describe in truthful colors the 
ravages these Hessians are committing in the northwest of this State. 
Their guide and principal leader up there is an Arkansian, formerly a 
Baptist preacher in Carroll County, of the name of Crysop. 

The infantry and a battery of five guns, numbering about 1,000 men, 
left the cavalry at Carrollton, they moving in a northeast direction and 
toward Tforsyth, Mo., on White River, and 43 miles from Springfield, 
Mo., on the river road from the latter place to Yellville, Ark. 

No troops at Huntsville, Berryville, or Bentonville, Ark. The Pin 
Indians have moved out to the Nation. An occasional scout visits 
these places, murdering and stealing. 

General Schofield is at Rolla. 

General Herron is at Springfield, very sick and not expected to live. 
But few troops are at Springfield. 

The main Federal force is now concentrating at Hartville, in Wright 
County, Missouri, and will be under command of Blunt. They report 
10,000 men, and I do not believe they miss it far. They are thus concen- 
trating to check Marmaduke, whom they fear as honest men do the devil. 
On the border, both in Arkansas and Missouri, they are murdering 
every Southern man going north or coming south. West of Cassville, 
in Barry County, a first lieutenant (Robert H. Christian) of the Missouri 
militia committed one of the most diabolical, cold-blooded murders that 
J heard of during my trip. Four old citizens of that county had gone 
to the brush, fearing that by remaining at home they would be mur- 
dered. Their names were Asa Chilcutt (who was recruiting for the 
C.8. Army), Klas Price, Thomas Dilworth, and Lee Chilcutt. Asa 
Chileutt was taken very sick, and sent for Dr. Harris, a Southern man. 
The doctor came as requested, and, while there, this man Christian and 
17 other militia came suddenly upon their camp. Lee Chilcutt made 
his escape. The others were captured, and disposed of as follows: Asa 
Chileutt, the sick man, was shot to death while lying on his pallet unable 
tomove. He was shot some six or seven times by this leading murderer, 
Christian. They marched the others 150 yards to a ridge, and, not 
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heeding their age or prayers for mercy, which were heard by the 
citizens living near by, they shot and killed the doctor and the others, 
all of them being shot two or three times through the head and as many 
more times through the body. They (the Federals) then left them, and, 
passing a house near by, told the lady that they “had killed four old 
bucks out there, and if they had any friends they had better bury them.” 
This man Christian also tried to hire two ladies, with sugar, coffee, 
&c., to poison Southern men lying in the brush. Christian proposed 
furnishing the poison and also the subsistence, and would pay them 
well if they accepted his proposition. The names of the ladies are 
Rhoda Laton and Mrs. Simms, and every word of all the above can be 
proven in every particular. 

I have given you the above narrative of Christian’s acts at the request 
of the public living in that section. They look to you as the avenger 
of their wrongs. 

I have the honor to be, aes! your most obedient servant, 
JOSEPH G. PEEVY, 
Capt. Co. B, Hunter's Regt. Mo. Infty., on Detached Service. 


{Indorsement. } 


Captain Peevy is a perfectly reliable man; very cool and intelligent, 
and was sent by me to obtain information. 
TH. H. HOLMES, 


Tieutenant- General. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


CIRCULAR. | HDQRS. DISTRICT OF HASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., April 8, 1863. 


The general commanding is credibly informed that there are citizens 
living within this district who have, at various times, by words of en- 
couragement to traitors and by gifts and presents to rebel prisoners of 
war, and in various other ways, openly evinced their sympathy with 
treason and rebellion. Itis known, moreover, that there are at this post, 
and within the lines of this army, a number of Union refugees—men, 
women, and children—who have been ruthlessly driven from home by 
the rebels. The general commanding considers these suffering refugees 
quite as deserving sympathy and charity as are traitors and those who 
aid and abet treason, but he is unable to learn, after diligent inquiry, 
that any citizens of the class above referred to have at any time con- 
tributed to their relief. The provost-marshal of the District of Eastern 
Arkansas is therefore instructed to levy assessments upon such citi- 
zens, and collect and disburse the same, for the use and benefit of loyal 
refugees within our lines. 

By order of Maj. Gen. B. M. Prentiss: 

JAMES O. PIERCE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


OFFICE OF THE PROVOST- MARSHAL, 
Helena, Ark., April 7 [8%], 1863. 


Miss S. ALEXANDER: I-am instructed by the commanding general 
of this district to say that, inasmuch as you have furnished clothing 
' and comforts for rebel prisoners at this post, you must also contribute 
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for the benefit of refugees from your State. It is therefore ordered that 
you appear at this office on Thursday, at 3 o’clock p. m., and pay the sum 
of $25 for the aforesaid purpose. 

J. O. PULLEN, 


Captain and Provest-Marshal, District of Eastern Arkansas. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


THE SPEECH. 


Speaker introduced by General Prentiss. [Three cheers.] 


‘OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS: I am come to proclaim to you the late 
order of the President of the United States, with full power to enforce, 
it to the letter. 

‘The Government, in its last throes for an existence, has resolved to 
arm all able-bodied negroes for the service of the United States Army, 
as the last, but certain, means of crushing out this rebellion. 

‘‘The President has been pained to hear that in many instances negroes 
‘have been repulsed by our pickets, and badly treated, too, by our soldiers 
in camp. 

‘‘T am authorized to take any man’s commission from him, from a 
major-general down to a lieutenant, who does not co-operate in this 
order in faith and practice, or dares to oppose it. Iam also authorized 
to give commissions to officers of negro brigades. [Great applause. | 

‘We take them as property of rebels—thereby depriving them of every — 
means of subsistence—to man our heavy guns, do our heavy work, and 
to hold our forts. It has been clearly demonstrated that they will make 
good soldiers. You will spare no means to urge them to come within 
our lines. You are required to spare no means to reduce the enemy to 
suffering, as the only means left us to put down this rebellion.” . [Great 
applause}. 


General Prentiss called for. [Three cheers. ] 


“OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS: I feel good allover. [Applause.] I in- 
dorse the President’s order all the way through. Sorry it did not come 
sooner. I will take every negro by force—men, women, and children— 
within the reach of my scouts, destroying all property as I go. When 
I was a prisoner, I longed to see the day when I could take vengeance 
on my enemies. Thank Heaven, that day has come, and I can do as I 
please, and my pleasure is to destroy as I go.” - 


General Washburn called. 


‘‘T indorse the foregoing speeches in full. Iam no Abolitionist. Ido 
not believe in negro equality. If extermination be necessary to quell 
this rebellion, | am ready for that.” [Great applause.] 


General Hovey called. 


‘¢T indorse all the speeches made on the occasion, with amendments. 
Tam a Jeff. Davis man. I want all the cotton burned north and south, 
all trade stopped, all commerce closed. I want all the women and 
children, especially of rebels, reduced to starvation and want. This 
will bring their friends home who are fighting us.” [Strange applause. ] 


General McGinnis said: 


“J indorse all the speeches, confiscating negroes” as mules and 
horses,” &c. 
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{Indorsement. ] 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

This gives additional proof of the increasing barbarity of the enemy. 
Some of the facts might be published with good effect at home and 
abroad. The guilty parties should be marked by the troops on that 
line, and, if opportunity offer, should have summary punishment. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 


Fort Smith, Ark., April 18, 1863. 
Col. W. P. LANE, Jefferson, Tex. : 


COLONEL: I received your letter of the 9th to-day. I had heard a 
rumor that your regiment was moving, and am much disappointed that 
such is not the case. If the troops belonging to my command were 
here now, the Indian country could be cleared in three weeks. The 
portion of your regiment that left here, under command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Crump, was permitted to go to Red River under the assurance 
that it would be ready in six weeks to take the field. Their services 
have been and still are very much wanted here. How long it will be 
before I am forced to leave this place and abandon the line of the Ar- 
kansas River depends, at the present time, upon the enemy, for he has, 
in a body, more than four times my force. The same difficulty exists 
with all the troops that have been sent to Texas. No difficulty is ex- 
perienced in getting there, but when it is the question to come this way, 
a thousand obstacles are presented. 

If the Federals depredate upon the frontier of Texas, it will be due 
to the supineness of the Texas troops who have gone home. I have no 
doubt, colonel, that you have used every exertion in getting your regi- 
mentin a proper condition for efficiency. I can easily imagine the diffi- 
culties you have had to contend with. I hope, however, that, by the 
time you receive this, you will have surmounted them sufficiently to 
enable youto move. You must not wait longer for stragglers, but come 
with what you have. If you have no transportation here to take you 
to Bonham, where my chief quartermaster will be found, buy, paya- 
ble at that place. Captain Cabell has lately received money, and will 
probably be able to supply your necessities. If there is any large num- 
ber of men still absent, leave 4 detail to bring them up. Write to Capt. 
A. 8. Cabell, at Bonham, to ascertain what he can furnish you pertain- 
ing to the’ quartermaster’s department. 

Phillips, the Federal commander, is moving about the country north 
of the river, with about 2,000 troops of all kinds, doing us much dam- 
age in unsettling the faith of the Indians in our ability to protect them. 
Unless I have the power to do something soon, many of them will go 
over to them, while I, with two brigades on paper, am kept uneasy for 
the safety of our depots. You will see the necessity of moving at the 
earliest practicable moment. Write frequently, in order that I may 
know exactly what to count upon. 

I have sent my assistant adjutant-general, J. F. Crosby, into Texas, 
for the purpose of getting arms, &c. Write to him at Austin, and let 
him know’your condition with regard to arms. He may be able to do 
something for your regiment. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.—The only rule that can be adopted in the case of the contested 
election in your regiment is the condition of the company when it was 
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mustered into service. The officer who was regularly received into the 
regiment, under proper authority, will retain his position. As there is 
nothing in the documents before me which would enable me to deter- 
mine upon this point, I am at a loss how to render a decision until the 
necessary information is obtained. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Alexandria, La., Aprii 19, 1863. . 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES, 
Commanding, &c., Little Rock, Ark. : 


General Stevenson telegraphs from Vicksburg that eight gunboats 

passed the bend; two apparently disabled, one burned and sunk, and 
five passed on down. The enemy have one division on Bayou Vidal 
and one on Bayou Roundaway. Please hasten Walker’s movements. 
When [J. G.] Walker starts, telegraph to Monroe and Camden for all 
the boats in the river to be at Camden to transport him. If the enemy 
advance toward Monroe, send a portion of your force to occupy Camden, 
to prevent the destruction of that depot. Taylor is fighting in Lower 
Louisiana, and needs field ammunition. Major [Thomas G.] Rhett has 
been written to for as much as can be spared. 

KE. KIRBY SMITH, 
: Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ee a TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 5. Alexandria, La., April 20, 1863. 


The following officers are announced upon the staff of the command- 
ing general: Col. Duncan Cage and First Lieut. J. Compton French, 
volunteer aides-de-camp; Surg. John M. Haden, medical director, and 
Surg. 8. A. Smith, medical director of department hospitalss 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

J. I’, BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN ARKANSAS, 

x Ozark, April 21, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General HOLMES, 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that, being entirely out of 
forage for my horses and bread for my men, I will be compelled to join 
General Steele. My horses have had but one feed of corn since the 
morning of the 17th, and that one-half ration, and have been subsisting 
on wheat on a field purchased of a farmer here, and the remainder of 
the fields belonged to men in the Federal service. I shall leave three 
companies of [J. I*.] Hill’s battalion at Clarksville for the present; 
two companies of the same battalion and [Caleb] Dorsey’s squadron at 
this place for the present. The remainder of my command, which will be 
[J. C.] Monroe’s and [C. A.] Carroll’s regiments, Brown’s and Palmer’s 
independent companies, I will take, and join General Steele at once. 
[ have heard nothing from Colonel [William A.] Crawford. Colonel 
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S. M.] Noble, with Wier’s squadron and [W. J.] Coggins’ company, will 
eat Dardanelle. I regret the necessity of this course, but you know 
that troops cannot, nor can horses, live without food. I shall with- 
draw the troops at Clarksville and at this place as soon as I hear that 
the boats which are expected from below pass up, and also when I hear ~ 
from you. I am firmly of the opinion that it is the proper policy for 
me to join General Steele, and force them to fight on the prairie instead 
of fighting within the limits of the State. There is nothing north of 
the mountains to subsist either men or horses; nothing growing and 
nothing remaining of their last year’s crop; so we can expect nothing 
from that direction. 
In your letter of the 16th, you labor under an error in supposing that 
I continued to send out small scouts. I had put a stop to that for the 
reason that there was no necessity for it,.as I had driven all the jay- 
hawkers and Federals that were in small parties out of the country 
south of the mountains and a considerable distance toward Fayette- 
ville. But, sir, no man can concentrate mounted troops and keep them 
together when there is no forage, no horseshoes, nothing to make them 
efficient. I had all my troops together the day I left for Fayetteville, 
except three companies not more than half armed, which I left at 
Clarksville, and one company at Van Buren, to protect the citizens from 
the jayhawkers and Pin Indians. I did not have the day I left half 
- forage for my command, and was compelled to move somewhere. I 
considered it necessary to find out by going myself to see if I could find 
any subsistence north of the mountains, as ordered to go there in one of 
your previous letters to me. My other reason was fully explained in 
my report sent you yesterday of the raid made on Fayetteville. I did 
not take the place, and if I had had with me every man I have on 
paper, armed as they are, I could have done no more. I made an honest 
effort to take the place, and have given them a severe blow, and one 
that will prove to be a good one in the end, as it will curb their utter 
lawlessness and will put a stop to [William A.] Phillips’ farther progress 
in the Indian country, at least for the present. As soon as General Steele 
and myself unite, we can be more effective. What I have done since I 
came here will prove whether I have acted wisely or not; time will tell. 
When I assumed command, I had only 480 men for duty, and nearly 
one-fourth of them unarmed. Besides, I have had men taken from | 
companies here, that were counted in my aggregate here, and sent to 
other regiments; saying nothing in the mean time of my being compelled 
to get all my meat from the country infested by the enemy and with a 
scanty supply of corn and breadstuffs. I hope that you will consider 
these things—the appeals made to me for assistance by males and 
females, brothers, wives, and sisters of men in our service, to prevent the 
small marauding parties from murdering their husbands, fathers, and 
brothers; also your orders to me when I left to put an end to this in the 
counties near Clarksville first—and you will agree with me that I have 
done right, and that I am willing to fight them whenever and wherever 
they may be found. I will write you when I do leave. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, / 
W. L. CABELL, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Northwestern Arkansas. 


[APRIL 22, 1863.—For Pemberton to H. Kirby Smith, see Series J, 
Vol. XV, p. 1049.] 
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Hpars. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., April 22, 1863. 
Col. W. P. LANE, 
Comdg. Regiment Texas Partisan Rangers, Jefferson, Tex: 

CoLONEL: I cannot urge you too strongly to come forward at once 
with what men you can bring , leaving, if necessary, parties for the pur- 
pose of collecting stragglers. There i is a prospect for a move north from 
Little Rock very soon, and I wish to move in the direction of Kansas at 
the same time. The foree nominally under my command, if they were 
near the Arkansas River, would be sufficient to go to Kansas, but I 
fear that the disposition manifested by so many of our Texas troops to 
await the arrival of the enemy in Texas will interfere with any move- 
ment in contemplation. I cannot understand why men of sense cannot 
see that an enemy in Northern Texas would soon starve out the Trans- 
Mississippi Department. I know of no place where he could do us more 
damage; yet such is the supineness of our men that the enemy now in 
Northwestern Arkansas and the Indian Nation could go to Texas 
almost without opposition. Please impress these matters upon your 
men, and upon the people of Northern Texas, that they may act upon 
the stragglers and force them into the service. You must use every 
exertion to arm, as far as possible, your men, impressing, if necessary, 
in which case receipts will be given for the property impressed. 

Hoping to see you soon, I am, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
ONG Brigadi er- General. 
HpQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., April 24, 1863. 
General D. H. Cooper, First Brigade: 

GENERAL: I think it would be well to move up in the direction of 
Webber’s Falls, or to a point nearer the present scene of operations, with- 
out waiting longer for Colonel Adair. You can take all the Cherokee 
troops, which, when concentrated with Martin’s men and De Morse’s, 
will give a force sufficient to hold Phillips in check until other troops can 
be brought forward. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ieee TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 6. Alexandria, La., April 24, 1863. 
Until further orders, the headquarters of the Tans Messen De- 
partment are removed to Shreveport, La. Commanders of districts 
will make their returns accordingly. 
By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 
EAE? PRA EE. 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hp@rs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
April 26, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. S. 8S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant.General, Little Rock : 
COLONEL: Isend you some reports from about Webber's Falls, which 
show more activity on the part of the Federals than I like to see ‘at this — 
time. My troops are still widely scattered, badly armed, many without 
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arms, and short of ammunition. Speight’s brigade is in motion, that 
is, the armed and effective part, numbering about 1,000. Speight’s 
regiment and West’s battery, moving in advance of the others, should 
be here ina week. Major Rhett writes me that he cannot fill a requi- 
sition sent for that brigade until he receives a supply of arms and am- 
munition from the other side of the Mississippi. I learn from people 
that there is plenty of powder and lead in Texas. These should, with 
the facilities of importing from Mexico, and, with the powder factory at 
San Antonio, be plenty. Some effort must be made to get some of it, or 
the force under my command cannot pretend to offer battle under any 
circumstances. The Red River is now the proper base for my opera- 
tions, or a depot intermediate between it and the Arkansas. Ammuni- 
tion and other important supplies cannot much longer be sent by the 
river unless there is a change of circumstances, resulting from opera- 
tions of the troops now at Little Rock. Requisitions have been made 
upon Major [S.] Hart, who controls the cotton operations in Texas, but 
nothing can be expected from that source until July or August. I 
hardly know how to act in this case, but think it best to bring up and 
concentrate my forces, make as much display of them as possible, and 
thus prevent a forward move of the enemy until I have the means to 
make one myself. I have been acting upon this plan. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Little Rock, Ark., April 28, 1863. 
General MCRAE: . Pe 
GENERAL: General Price directs me to say that General ifolmes has 
revoked the order directing the troops not to move across the Arkan- 
sas. You will, therefore, move your brigade as ordered by circular of 
the 25d instant. 
I am, very respectfully, &e., 
[L. A.] MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
(Same to Generals Tappan and Fagan.) 


\ 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpqrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 7. j Shreveport, La., April 29, 1863. 
Maj. W. H. Thomas, C.S. Army, is announced as chief quartermaster 
- of the Department of the Trans-Mississippi until the arrival of Maj. J. 
F. Minter at department headquarters. 


By command of Lieut. Gen. B. Kirby Smith: 
) By POERATY, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HpgRs. TRANS-MISsIssIpP1 DEPARTMENT, 
No. 8. Shreveport, La., April 30, 1863. 
All officers west of the Mississippi River, whose commands are not 
in this department, will report, without delay, either in person or by 
letter to these headquarters. : 
By command of Licut. Gen. HE. Kirby Smith: 
44 H. P. PRATT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRs. TRANS-MISSISSIVPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 9. } Shreveport, La., April 30, 1863. 
The following officers are announced upon the staff of the command. 
ing general: Maj. George Williamson, assistant inspector-general, and 
Maj. T. G. Rhett, chief of artillery. 


By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith : 
H. P. PRATT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Abslract from return of the District of Arkansas, commanded by Lieut. Gen. Theophilus H. 
Holmes, for April, 1863 ; headquarters Little Rock, Ark. 


Present for 5 se} 
duty. r= 8 
Q Os 
: Ag 
PR 7] 
Command. 2 23 Headquarters. 
g & el 
Boas Pie chee 
5) FI 3 3) 
eel o i) eo 
fe) a 4 < 
Price acGiviSiON secs. ssasheroaas cmaeie ses ce 529 | 6,656 | 8,489 | 12,961 | Little Rock, Ark. 
Steele’s division.....-. On icicles Sma eee 317 | 4,082 | 4,884] 7,828 | Fort Smith, Ark. 
Marmaduke’s division *.c<: a....sss<ss.ee2ns08 352 4 4,018 | 5,084] 8,055 | Near Jacksonport, Ark. 
Tost Ss Givisiony siscs= ssc ete eee weeaer ees 153 | 2,107 | 2,714] 4,098 | Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Dobbinisstegimenteceasecss sees secteae soe 6 38 605 659 914 | Between White and Mis- 
sissippi Rivers. 
Hill's aftillery battalion -......-.22:.--.+-: 17 251 338 422 | Little Rock, Ark. 
Denson’s cavalry (unattached) .......-.-...- 1 52 81 153 | Little Rock, Ark. 
ota lesa aoe ake ence moose Shwe 1,407 | 17,771 | 22,249 | 34,431 


Organization of Price’s division, Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, O. 8S. Army, 
commanding, April 30, 1863; headquarters Little Rock, Ark. 


Fagan’s Brigade. Parsons’ Brigade. 
Bell’s (Arkansas) regiment. 7th Missouri, Col. J. H. Caldwell. 
Brooks’ (Arkansas) regiment. 8th Missouri, Col. De Witt C. Hunter. 
Hawthorn’s (Arkansas) regiment. | 9th Missouri, Col. W. M. Ponder. 
King’s (Arkansas) regiment. 10th Missouri, Col. A. C. Pickett. 


Missouri Battalion, Maj. L. A. Pindall. 
Mchae’s Brigade. 

Tappan’s Brigade. 
Gause’s [32d] (Arkansas) regiment. 


Glenn’s (Arkansas) regiment. Grinsted’s [33d] (Arkansas) regiment. 
Hart’s (Arkansas) regiment. Shaler’s (Arkansas) regiment. 
Morgan’s (Arkansas) regiment. Shaver’s (Arkansas) regiment. 


Troops in Steele’s division, April 30, 1863.4 
Cooper’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooprrr. 


1st Cherokee, Col. Stand Watie. 

2d Cherokee, Col. W. P. Adair. 

Ist Choctaw and Chickasaw, Col. Tandy Walker. 
1st Creek, Col. D. N. McIntosh. 

2d Creek, Col. Chilly McIntosh. 


* Composed of Burbridge’s, Carter's, Greene’s, and Shelby’s brigades, and Kitchen’s 
battalion. c 
* Composition not shown. 
+The brigade organization is uncertain; not clearly indicated in original return, 
Ns A Sw hicel td Gey us 
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Cooper's Brigade—Continued. 


_ ist Chickasaw Battalion, Lieut. Col. L. M. Reynolds. 
Osage Battalion, Maj. Broke Arm 
Seminole Battalion, Lieut, Col. John Jumper. 
5th Texas Partisan Rangers, Col. L. M. Martin. 
29th Texas Cavalry, Col. Charles De Morse. 
Gillett’s cavalry company, Capt. L. E. Gillett. 
Scanland’s squadron, Capt. John Scanland. 
Howell’s (Texas) battery, Caph. pueiue Howell, 
Lee’s light battery, Capt. R. W. Lee. 


Cabell’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL. 


: Carroll’s-(Arkansas) cavalry, Lieut. Col. L. L. Thomson. 
Dorsey’s squadron, Col. John Scott. 
Hill’s battalion, Lieut. Col. J. F. Hill. 
Monroe’s (Arkansas) cavalry, Col. J. C. Monroe. 
Bass’ (Texas) cavalry, Lieut. Col. T. D. Taliaferro. 
18th Texas Cavalry, Company H, Capt. W. J. Coggins. 
Hughey’s battery, Lieut. W. M. Hughey.. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., May 1, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLmEs, 
Little Rock, Ark. : 


GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Smith does not think it necessary for 
you to move your whole force to Camden. The object in throwing a 
portion of your force to Camden is to prevent a raid by a small force of 
the enemy should they succeed in reaching Monroe. You can be kept 
advised from Monroe of the movements of the enemy in sufficient time 
to throw your whole force there should you think it necessary. 


Lam, general, very respectfully, 
W. R. BOGGS, 
e Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


VICKSBURG, MIss., May 1, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. E. KirBy Smitu, Alexandria: 


The enemy have crossed in large force from Hard Times to Bruins- 
burg, below Bayou Pierre, and have pressed Bowen very hard all day. 
Cannot you do something to operate against them on your side of the 


river ? 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant General, Commanding. 


HpDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., May 1, 1863. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant. General: 


COLONEL: I have this morning received intelligence that Speight’s 
brigade is en route for Alexandria, under orders sent direct from Gen- 
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eral Smith’s headquarters. A portion of this brigade was already in 
advance of Boggy Depot, but have countermarched. This move, with- 
out notice, may produce the most disastrous consequences. I had been 
urging these troops up as rapidly as possible, fearing that Phillips, who 
is at or near Tahlequah, might push down and interrupt my commu- 
nication with Northern Texas, and destroy my depot of subsistence at 
Boggy Depot. The withdrawal of these troops will have a bad effect 
upon our Indian troops, who are so badly armed and have so little am- 
munition that they do not count for much. I have sent an order for 
West's battery to come on. It is the only one I have, and probably 
was not contemplated in General Smith’s order. I had calculated that 
I would have been able to oecupy the whole Indian country by the 1st 
of July. The importance of keeping the enemy at a distance from the | 
wheat region of Texas at the present time does not appear to be suffi- 
ciently appreciated. Lane’s regiment is, I believe, still in Texas, and 
I have heard that Colonel Lane is trying to get ordered in another 
direction. This regiment is out of the Indian Territory without author- 
ity, having been ordered only to Red River'to refit and get back the 
absentees. ; 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


RicumMonD, VA., May 8, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. E. Kirpy Smrrn, 
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department ; 


GENERAL: The departure of the Hon. R. W. Johnson affords a safe 
opportunity for writing to you, of which I avail myself. The communi- 
cation with the Trans-Mississippi Department has been so irregular that 
I am but little informed of your present condition. 

So far as we have learned here, the enemy seem to confine their opera- 
tions to the country below Lake Providence, and would appear to be 
endeavoring to carry out the avowed purpose of preventing the culti- 
vation of the crops in all that fertile region known as the*bayou country 
of Louisiana. Against such small detachments as are reported to be 
sent on these plundering expeditions our hunters, if properly led, would. 
I think, be effective. In the mean time, and seemingly connected with 
the effort to get possession of the Mississippi River, Banks’ army is 
reported to be on the Atchafalaya, and moving toward Red River. The 
fall of the Mississippi must soon close the navigation of Red River and 
all the bayous to their larger gunboats, but in the mean time great de- 
vastation must result from the presence of the enemy in Southern and 
Western Louisiana. You have, of course, contemplated your power to 
restrain, marauding parties and your ability to march against Banks, 
and it needs no assurance to convince me that if you have ‘not done 
both, it was because you had not the means. . 

You are doubtless aware of General Pemberton’s position, and o 
the presence of the enemy’s fleet between Vicksburg and Port Hudson, 
and therefore cannot look, until there is a change of circumstances, for 
anything from the east side of the river. The guns and ammunition 
which have been sent out for you cannot now be transported, and it 
therefore becomes of increased importance to push forward the work 
on the foundry near Shreveport, as well for the casting of guns as shot 
and shell. Powder, I hope, you will be able to bring in requisite quan- 
tities from the Rio Grande. 
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If Pemberton is able to repulse the enemy in his land attack, and to 
maintain possession of both Vicksburg and Port Hudson, the enemy’s 
fleet cannot long remain in the river between those points, from their 
inability to get coal and other necessary supplies, so that we may look . 
_ forward to the re-establishment of communication with the Trans-Mis- 
sissippi by the water route heretofore used, unless the enemy can 
occupy the lower part of Red River. With the decline of the water 
and the advent of summer, the chances in your favor must increase, 
and I can, therefore, readily anticipate many reasons for delay in those 
operations, which I know you desire to undertake. We have had flat- 
tering accounts of the improvement of the army in Arkansas, and some, 
which, I fear, are exaggerated, in relation to the effective force in Texas, 
but of all these I expect to be informed whenever you have the power 
to communicate with us. Senator Johnson will be able to give you 
details in relation to events here, and I commend him to your special 
consideration. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, ; 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., May 9, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLmss, Little Rock, Ark. : 

GENERAL: You must act according to your own judgment. At this 
distance I can give no positive orders. Attack the enemy, should an 
opportunity offer for doing so with hope of success. You can expect no 
assistance from this quarter. The enemy occupy Alexandria, and Gen- 
eral Banks, with 28,000, is in possession of Red River and Lower Lou- 
isiana. Should the enemy advance on you in overwhelming numbers, 
it may be necessary to abandon the Arkansas Valley and concentrate 
here for operations against Banks. 

HE. KIRBY SMITH, 


Theutenant-General, Commanding. 


CAMP NEAR BATESVILLE, ARK., 
May 9, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Masor: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your respected 
favor of the 8th instant, requesting statement of my command, &c., 
which, agreeably thereto, I present annexed. 

Since here, I have had, and continue to have, scouts out, north, north- 
east, and northwest, ranging from 40 to 50 miles, and so far have no 
information of the movements of the enemy that would bid me believe 
their moving on this place. You will observe from the annexed state- 
ment of the strength of my command that it is impossible for me to 
keep out pickets. 

On account of your move to Jacksonport, I have deemed it proper to 
move to the south side of the river, and hence have to ask that you 
will be pleased to send me two companies of cavalry, that I may picket 
the country. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
Rk. C. WOOD, 
- Commanding Light Artillery and Cavalry. 
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CAMP NEAR BATESVILLE, ARK.,, 
May 9, 1863. 
Light artillery and cavalry at Batesville, Ark.: Two officers, 24 men 
fit for duty, four Williams’ breech-loading guns, caliber, 1-pounder; 
1,060 rounds of ammunition, and solid shot and canister. The men well 
equipped with cavalry-arms—sabers and holster pistols. 
k. C. WOOD, 
Commanding. 


CAMP NEAR CRoss-Roaps, May 10, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY Ewine, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Jacksonport, Ark. : 

Masor: I will send Major Scott to-morrow to Little Rock, via Jack- 
sonport, under guard of a sergeant and 2 men. Scott was a private in | 
my old regiment in the Missouri State Guard. Ido not think he isa 
spy, but I think he is one of those visionary men who are hardly respon- 
sible for what they say. It is all humbug about his having recruited 
nine companies, but I have no doubt that Scott thinks he has raised 
them. , I have ordered the sergeant to report to you for further orders. 
I believe that Scott will report to General Holmes at Little Rock with- 
- out a guard if General Marmaduke will order him. 

It will be impossible for me to subsist this brigade for any length of 
time between this point and Jacksonport. Ican stay 8 or 10 miles from 
here eight or nine days by moving camp.every day or two to the forage. 
Irom all the information I can get, [am inclined to think that Cherokee 
Bay is the only place where I can establish a permanent encampment. 
If the general thinks it would not be safe for me to cross Black River, I 
could camp on this side of the river, and have my forage brought across 
the river at Russell’s Ferry. Iwill be able to get forage for ten or twelve 
days this side of Black River, at or near Russell’s Ferry. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. Q. BURBRIDGE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


CAMP AT JUDGE HINTON’S, WEST OF CROWLEY’S RIDGE, 
Sixteen miles south of Harrisburg, May 10, 1863. 
Major [HENRY] EWInNe, 
Assisiant Adjutant-General, Marmaduke’s Division: : 

MaAsor: Lieutenant Walton reports that the enemy are only 4,000 in 
Helena, including two negro regiments. This was perfectly reliable 
three days ago. No fortifications except the fort, save some rifle-pits 
hastily made some days ago, in view of a threatened attack from Price. 
There is a scout of the enemy, 1,600 strong, now at Switzer’s, some 20 
wiles from Cotton Plant, moving toward Cotton Plant, to destroy some 
40,000 pounds of bacon there belonging to us. 

Dobbin, with 700 men, is 10 miles above Marianna, on the west side 
of L’Anguille River, and 40 miles from this point. The enemy are 20 
miles west of him, and either are moving toward Cotton Plant or else 
propose to come from Switzer’s, via Military road, to Taylor’s Creek, 
crossing L’Anguille River at Seaburn’s Bridge, so as to flank Dobbin. 
Walton is at present with Dobbin. Received dispatch from Dobbin 
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last night, requiting me to re-enforce him. Have sent a select scout 
toward Wittsburg, so as to protect my left flank, and have moved the 
effective men of my brigade by Seaburn’s Bridge toward Marianna, 
sending a scout before me. Dobbin will post me of the enemy’s move- 
ments. I will join him to-morrow morning. Greene will send with me 
600 men and his guns. Greene and myself have secured shops, iron, 
and forge, and have our details at work in the shops making shoes and 
nails. We also have horses and men who cannot travel with trains at 
this point. I hope to surprise and capture the enemy. If successful, I 
shall return immediately and carry out my original orders. I have taken 
every precaution to prevent surprise, and to have the work of repair and 
recuperation Bpoters without delay. Greene’s force, Dobbin’s, and my 
own, will amount to 2,000 men and six guns. I have furnished Colonel 
Greene with a map, and he will copy it and forward’ to you. I have 
couriers on the route. The scout of 1,600 is included in the estimate 
of the 4,000 at Helena. The enemy at present does not know of my 
presence here. I have acted with the best lights before me, and hope 
my action will meet the general’s approval. 

No news from Memphis. The enemy cannot re-enforce in that direc- 
tion. 

I have forage engaged for three weeks. 

- Iam, major, very respectfully, : 
G. W. CARTER, 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


"HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI Gene ee a. 
’ Shreveport, May 11, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES, 
Commanding, &e., Little Rock, Ark. : 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Smith directs me to say that when 
he left Little Rock he was under the impression that you intended send- 
ing Speight’s brigade down here for the purpose of transferring them 
for General Price’s command. Under this impression he inferred there 
was no urgent necessity for them on Red River. 

Your dispatch was not received until Speight’s brigade had nearly 
reached Jefferson, and boats had been ordered to meet them. The exi- 
gencies under which they were ordered were great. Under the circum- 
stances, you must take steps to supply their place from your command. 
Colonel Lane’s regiment was at Jefferson, unarmed; itis now at Natchi- 
toches. If youcan arm them, they will be sent at once to Boggy Depot. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. R. BOGGS, 
- Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 11. } Shreveport, La., May 11, 1863. 

- I. Capt. C. 8S. West, assistant adjutant-general, is assigned to duty 
as assistant inspector-general upon the staff of the lieutenant-general 
commanding. 

II. Until further orders, rations will be issued in accordance with the 
table published by the chief of subsistence of this department. 

III. All soldiers belonging to commands east of the Mississippi River 

- who are now in this department, absent without authority, or whose 
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leaves of absence or furloughs have expired, will immediately report in 
person at one of the following depots, viz: In the District of Arkan- 
sas, at Camden, Ark.; in the District of West Louisiana and Texas, at 
Shreveport, La. : 
By command of Lieut. Gen. H. Kirby Smith: 
HH. PB. PRATT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HpD@RSs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., May 13, 1863. 
General D. H. CooPER, 
First Brigade, Indian Department, near North Fork : 


GENERAL: All the information I get from Northwestern Arkansas 
and Southwestern Missouri is that Phillips is retiring north. If you 
cannot learn positively whether this is so or not, make a strong demon- 
stration, if you can cross the river, to bring out his force. I have to-day 
information from two sources that Phillips has gone north. One says 
he crossed Cowskin at Covey’s Ferry a few days since, and went into 
Newton County, and on in the direction of Fort Scott. 

Your obedient servant, 
hac WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General, 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A,, 
Richmond, Va., May 14, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. E. KiRBY SMITH, 
General Commanding, dc. : 


GENERAL: This will be handed you by Colonel [T. C.] Bass, who has 
been commanding on the Indian frontier. .From his representations, 
made to the President as well as to myself, it appears that discontents 
have arisen among the Indians from several causes, which it would be 
well, as far as you may find practicable, to remove. 

The President, after his conference, sent to me a memorandum covering 
the points deemed by him to require special attention, and I inclose you 
a copy,* that they may more specially claim consideration and remedy 
from you. In addition, Colonel Bass represents that much stress is laid 
by the Indians on the presence and control, with superior rank, among 
them of General Cooper, who has long been known to them as Superin- 
tendent of Indian Affairs. Some representations have reached us im- 
puting occasional intemperance to this officer, and hence hesitation has 
been felt in appointing or retaining him in that position. Should your 
opportunities allow, it is desirable you should ascertain the fact, both 
as to such alleged habits and to the degree of importance attached by 
the Indians to his continued superintendence among them. 

Colonel Bass is commended to your consideration, and you may find 
him useful in giving a proper appreciation of the true state of affairs 
among these tribes. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs will visit the 
Territory in the course of a few weeks, and he will be instructed to con- 
fer with you fully on the subject of the Confederate relations with them. 

With high esteem, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
: Secretary of War. 


* Not found. 


’ 
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HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 

Fort Smith, Ark., May 14, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff, Trans-Mississippi Department : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith a letter from Colonel 
Harrison and Colonel Speight. This letter is in answer to one I sent 
to Colonel Harrison, who was in command of a detachment of Speight’s 
brigade, and having as a part of his command West’s battery. The 
order was to send the battery back, as it was important to me, being 
the only one I had, and as I did not think it included in the order sent 
direct to the brigade commander to move to Shreveport. Colonel 
Speight chooses to disobey this order, for which disobedience I wish 
him arrested and brought to trial. I have been treated with indignity 
in having troops taken away from me which were essential to the plans 
in progress of development, by an order direct to an inferior, without 
the slightest notice to me on the subject. In addition, my orders are 
treated with contempt. I certainly cannot submit in silence to have 
my rank entirely ignored. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 
{Inclosnre.] 


HEADQUARTERS SPEIGHT’S BRIGADE, 
Camp, en route to Alexandria, May 6, 1863. 
Lieut. B. G. DUVAL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Your communication of date of 1st instant, per courier, did not reach 
me until this afternoon about 6 o’clock. Previous to this I had rejoined 
the brigade, with my regiment and West’s battery, and had reported 
to Col. J. W. Speight, near Clarksville, Tex. The matter in reference 
to the detachment of West’s battery I therefore referred to him. 

Very respectfuliy, your obedient servant, 
JAMES E. HARRISON, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Speight’s Brigade. 


N. B.—The order from Lieutenant-General Smith, for the brigade to 
move, includes, as I conceive, the whole brigade. I am now on the 
march, and I much regret that my construction of the order of General 
Smith prevents me from complying with General Steele’s wishes in re- 


gard to the battery. 
J. W. SPEIGHT, 


Colonel, Commanding Brigade. _ 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPL DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, May 16, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLmus, 
Little Rock, Ark.: 

GENERAL: Colonel Speight’s brigade arrived here yesterday. He 
brings less than 1,400 men for duty, of which 460 are unarmed. The ab- 
sentees are attheir homes; they have no intention of joining their com- 
mands, and Colonel Speight reports that they can only be collected by 
an armed force. With the exception of Colonel Speight’s regiment, and 
probably one other battalion, the command is an undisciplined mob; the 
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officers as worthless as the men, and without material in the ranks for 
supplying their places. Colonel Speight reports them worthless, unre- 
liable, and to some extent disloyal. With the exception of Speight’s 
regiment, they could have been of no service in the defense of the Indian 
country, and it is probably well they areremoved. I have disbanded the _ 
officers, placing them in the ranks, where within the conscript ages, and 
ordered the men to be distributed through the regiments of General 
Walker’s command. 

General Banks’ advance bas as yet only reached Monette’s Terry, 
40 miles below Natchitoches. Walker delayed most unjustifiably at 
Monroe, and has probably defeated the possibility of a junction with 
Taylor at Natchitoches. He has been ordered to move directly to this 
point, on which Taylor retreats in the event of being forced to evacuate 
Natchitoches. The length of the march, and the danger to his com- 
munication, may check the enemy’s farther advance, and give us time 
to prepare for him. Should we be compelled to evacuate this place, it 
will be with an immense loss of material, and with no base to fall back on. 
You were instructed, under date of April 24, that the evacuation of Alex- 
andria was inevitable, and that the defense of the Upper Washita and 
Black Rivers was intrusted to you. Place yourself in communication 
with General Hébert, at Monroe, and should the defense of the valley 
of the Washita [Ouachita] require, give the necessary instructions for 
transporting by boats to Monroe the brigade ordered from your com- 
mand to Camden. The officer in command should report to General 
Hébert. The advance of General Banks, with a large force, up the valley 
of Red River would be one of the most desirable events of the campaign. 
The decisive battle of the West must soon be fought near Vicksburg. 
The fate of the Trans-Mississippi Department in a great measure de- 
pends on it, and Banks, by operating here, is thrown out of the cam- 
paign on the Mississippi. 

I do not like to give up the valley of the Arkansas and the hope of 
entering Missouri when the events of the war justify, nor will it be 
ordered except in extreme necessity. You will, however, so make your 
dispositions that, should the necessity arise, you can move to my assist- 
ance with as little delay as practicable. 

Very respectfully, 
EH. KIRBY SMITH, 
Tneutenant- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Pocahontas, Ark., May 16, 1863. 
Maj. THomas L. SNEAD: 

DEAR Sir: The bearer, Captain Parker, is on business for my com- 
mand. Any assistance you can render him will be much appreciated 
by me. It is impossible for us to make a forward move without arms 
and ammunition. There may be some objections raised because my 
command is not organized. ‘Chere are several parts of companies which 
will soon be complete. It would please me better if you could furnish 
the necessary articles without the assistance of General Holmes, as I 
am anxious not to have anything to do with him. 

I feel confident that we can raise a brigade of cavalry and artillery 
in three months, if no one interferes with me. There are plenty of men — 
in Missouri sworn into the service, who are not organized, to form a 
brigade. I am making efforts to have them consolidated. 


~ 
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We have no trouble in sending officers to Missouri, recruiting, and there 
is nothing to hinder my moving into Missouri, if we had arms and am- 
munition, and as soon as it arrives we shall move forward. My officers 
are succeeding well in recruiting in Missouri. I suppose you have heard 
the particulars about the last grand raid to Missouri. If General Mar- 
maduke carried out the orders of General Holmes, they were very 
strange, and I should not be pleased to act under such orders. As the 
command approached Patterson, Captain Reves’ company acted well 
in capturing all the pickets. The column moved forward, met the relief 
coming out to relieve the pickets which had been captured, and, instead 
of ordering a regiment to charge the town and take the enemy by sur- 
prise, there was some artillery ordered up and opened, to notify the 
enemy if they did not leave soon General Marmaduke’s command would 
take them in.. They left; a few stragglers were captured. Then Colonel 
Carter, with one division, moved in the direction of Bloomfield, and 
Colonel Shelby moved in the direction of Fredericktown. As Colonel 
Carter’s command approached Bloomfield, McNeil got the news, and left 
for Cape Girardeau. Colonel Carter followed him. In the mean time 
Colonel Shelby’s division made a most daring charge into Fredericktown, 
and captured allof the citizens. We found plenty of good whisky, and 
the stores filled with goods of various kinds. We cleaned the town out 
completely, and moved on the road to Old Jackson, and camped, leaving 
one company in town and a few pickets on the road to Ironton. 

During the next day a soldier was seen riding through town, saying 
the Yankees werein town. Such a stampede I never witnessed before. 
The whole division was called to arms, and the scare proved to be 10 
Federals, who approached within 1 mile of the town and fired at our 
pickets. 

We then took up the march, and halted at Patton long enough to let 
McNeil pass through Old Jackson without molesting him. Thenwemade , 
a forced march all night, and attacked Cape Girardeau the next morning 
about 10 o’clock; fought about three hours; retreated to Old Jackson ; 
camped abouti0 p.m. The Federals came within our lines with artillery 
and cavalry, and took Colonel Burbridge’s brigade by surprise; cap- 
tured most of the men and horses of one company and left. In the morn- 
ing we retreated in the direction of Bloomfield, the Federals following 
close in our rear. We continued the retreat across the Saint Francis 
River, at Chalk Bluff. I left the command perfectly satisfied, and am 
not anxious to make another trip under like eircumstances. It is not 
necessary to speak of the horses, mules, &c., which were taken on the 
trip. I saw young mules and colts running in their pastures where the 
mares had been taken out; it was a common occurrence to take the last 
horse from the plow in the field, and many other things which if I 
should write you would be astonished. As I said before, if General 
Marmaduke carried out his orders, he did perfectly right, as all infe- 
riors are bound to obey their superiors. The raid injured our cause in 
Missouri, and a few more such, and saltpeter will not save the State. 
Lam adopting a different course entirely. Everyman sworn into my 
command is informed that we kill for stealing and deserting, and it will 
be carried out, if possible. We intend to visit Missouri on a friendly 
mission, and hope the citizens will welcome us, and not hide their horses 
in the bushes and lock their doors, for fear we shall rob them. Mis- 
souri is flooded with deserters, and they are committing all kinds of depre- 
dations on friends and foes. It must be stopped; citizens are not safe 
inthecountry. Ihave given my officers orders to arrest all soldiers found 
without proper papers. 
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Please do not show this letter to any one, for “the truth should not 
be spoken at all times.” 
Please send me some papers, and write me all the news. 
I an, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
LEE CRANDALL. 


HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE, 
May 16, 1863. 
Col. JOSEPH O. SHELBY : 

We will be compelled to move camp to-morrow evening, or next day 
morning at farthest, on account of forage. If we are to remain on this 
side of Cache River any length of time, I propose to move the brigade 
to the forage which has been procured on White River. But if we are 
not to remain on this side of Cache more than two or three days, I think 
we had better move to forage in direction of the other camp east. 

Let me hear from you to-morrow, and oblige, 

G. W. THOMPSON, 
Commanding Brigade. 


BATESVILLE, ARK., May 16, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., General Marmaduke’s Div., Jacksonport : 


Mason: I have the honor to acknowledge your respected favor of the 
14th instant, desiring my co-operation with the force sent by you under 
Major [D.] Shanks to move toward Salem or vicinity in quest of the 
enemy reported there. From information obtained of my own scouts, 
and other reliable sources, must deem the report untrue. I had an 
interview with Major [Benjamin] Elliott and Major Shanks relative 
thereto, the result of which was, we deemed it unnecessary that my 
command should accompany. Had there been any reliability or con- 
firmation of the report, I should have most cheerfully accompanied your 
force, and would assure you of my disposition to co-operate with you 
at any time, most willingly, when necessity may arise. 

I am, major, your most obedient, 
R. C. WOOD, 
Commanding Light Artillery and Cavalry. 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
: Fort Smith, May 18, 1863. 
D. H. CoorERr, Brigadier-General : 

GENERAL: Your letter inclosing Stand Watie’s report was received 
Jast night. I shall wait anxiously for further information. If Phillips 
goes up and crosses the Arkansas above you, I am afraid we shall have 
to fight him before we are ready to do so. Avoid an engagement, if 
such should be the case, as long as possible, to get time for the troops 
from this place to join you. 

Your directions will have been answered by last courier, directing 
you to send to Bonham for ammunition. The powder brought from 
San Antonio is all tested before being used ; it will be well to have the 
cartridges you have filled with that powder. The musket ‘caps would 
have been sent to you, or most of them. I have directed some lead 
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which was forwarded to me from Bonham to be stopped at Seullyville 
and sent to you; there is about 1,100 pounds. West’s battery has gone 
on with Speight. All the artillery now amounts to the three iron guns 
in Cabell’s brigade and the battery with you. Are there not a few shot 
and shell at McCulloch which can be fixed? The cartridges with the 
howitzers are entirely too small, and the powder is not good. Have it 
looked to. 

I have five companies in Washington and Benton Counties. I have 
moved Carroll’s regiment (all that are not detached) to the prairie be- 
yond Scullyville, and have ordered a company of infantry to Riddle’s, 
to protect the flour which has accumulated there. I wish, as far as pos- 
sible, that you would draw flour from that place, as there has been much 
more sent there than I think advisable. 

Direct your quartermaster to establish some express stations on the 
route to this place, for more rapid communication in case of necessity. 
In addition to having written for yourself on the subject of arms, I made 
a requisition for twenty-five hundred stand not long since. I fear that 

we have all that can be obtained from Little Rock. Captain [J. F.] 
Crosby may possibly get a few arms, but I doubt it. We must do the 
best we can with the means now in our hands, if, indeed, these are not 
taken away. I learn, unofficially, that Lane’s regiment has gone to 
Louisiana. General Cabell, who is familiar with the country, says the 
place mentioned in your letter to fortify is as good a one as can be 
found. 

I know nothing of [T. J.] Mackey’s assistants. Defenses against such 
artillery as Phillips has are not difficult to make ;: rifle-pits and sufficient 
barricades to prevent a sudden rush are the first things to be attended 
to. I have no engineers with me. Colonel Long can give you some 
assistance in selecting your ground; also Captain [R. W.] Lee. 

Your obedient servant, 
; WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HpDgQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., May 19, 1863. 


General S. CooPER, C. 8. Army, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 


GENERAL: I regret much to make the treatment I have received as 
commander of this department a subject of complaint, but I cannot, in 
justice to myself, rest quiet under the official indignities I have lately 
received. ‘ 

When I reported to General Holmes, in December last, I was assigned 
to a command in the Indian country after it had been offered to other 
brigadiers and declined. The country was destitute of nearly every- 
thing, and its resources exhausted. The troops given me were so much 
demoralized that they had, most of*them, been distributed among other 
troops to keep down their insubordination. I have been allowed by 
Lieutenant-General Holmes great latitude in my operations (perhaps 
greater than my rank would justify), and, in consequence, I had been 
enabled to get a portion of my troops in a position where they could 
be used to advantage. When, in accordance with the plans I had de- 
termined upon, I ordered Speight’s infantry brigade to move from the 
points on Red River where I had been obliged to send it to procure sup- 
plies, and when all the armed men were en route almost half way to this 


844 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


place, it was diverted from its destination by orders sent direct to the 
brigade commander. The only battery I had in my whole command was 
thus taken from me, it having been attached to the infantry brigade. 
Since that time I have learned that Lane’s cavalry regiment, which 
some months ago had been ordered to Red River to collect its stragglers 
and refit (having lost everything in the operations of General Hindman 
last winter), has also gone to Louisiana, under orders direct to the colo- 
nel of the regiment. Of these orders, though given in the first instance 
a month since, I have had no notice whatever from the authority whence 
they emanated. ate ee Bites ; 

The propriety of diverting these troops if is not my province to crit- 
icise. I can only say that it prevented a movement which I had con- 
templated, and which Lieutenant-General Holmes coincidently recom- 
mended, and which, I believe, would have relieved the Indian country 
of the enemy’s presence. But it is not of that I complain. 

I have been treated with indignity in having troops withdrawn from 
my command during the operations of a campaign, by orders to my 
subordinates, without a copy or even a note of explanation. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


Camp GRAHAM, NEAR GAINESVILLE, ARK., 
Wednesday, May 20, 1863—5 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, 
Provisional Army of the Confederate States, Little Rock, Ark. : 


DEAR GENERAL: I have just returned from a ten days’ scout through 
Southeastern Missouri. I wrote to you from Clarketon several days 
ago, and sent the letter to this camp to be forwarded by the courier, 
but upon my return I learn that the letter was never received here, and 
therefore I will mention the subject of the letter again, although it may 
still reach you. 

You have seen the call for the convention to meet on the 15th of June. 
Mr. Bartlett and Judge Hough are in our reach, and will either go to 
or remain from the convention as you may desire. I saw Mr. Bartlett, 
and can correspond with Judge Hough, and probably you would like 
to correspond with them upon the subject. Elections have been or- 
dered to fill vacancies, and Mosely is a candidate in the Madrid dis- 
trict. 

I made a speech in Bloomfield, on the 12th, to the citizens of Stod- 
dard County, and assured them that the actions of the men on the 
Marmaduke raid would not be approved by you, and'that we had con- 
versed about the matter, and I knew your sentiments, and that you 
would not war upon old men and women and children. I[ am sure that 
Fdid some good, at least I hope so. I send you the papers as late as 
the 13th instant. It seems that Van Dorn has been killed. 

The report at Madrid was that Grant had been driven back. JI went 
within a few miles of New Madrid and remained there two days. . I was 
disappointed in not getting recruits, but many promised to come as 
soon as the corn is laid by. I will go over to Jacksonport in a few days, 
that I may hear from Mrs. Thompson, and I may go on down to Little 
Rock, if I cannot have her brought up. Respects to the staff. 

Yours, most respectfully, 


M. JEFF. THOMPSON. 
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HEADQUARTERS OARTER’S COMMAND, 
May 20, 1863. 
Maj. Henry EwIne, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Mayor: Indorsed herewith is a communication from Colonel Dobbin.* 
I ordered him to report, in person, to-day, and, if I can get him under 
my authority, will have him.encamped in this neighborhood, and _ his 
small-pox cases placed in a pest-house. I believe that the account of 

’ small-pox in his regiment has been exaggerated; it is certainly of a 
very mild type. 

Colonel Chrisman, contrary to my orders, escorted a Federal flag of 
truce 14 miles through our lines, in defiance of my pickets, and intended 
to bring it here, but was prevented by Lieutenant Killingsworth, com- 

-minander of pickets. Major Scudder, of the Fifth Kansas, bearing the 
flag, has a communication to General Marmaduke. As soon as it 
reaches my headquarters, it will be forwarded. 

A good deal of dissatisfaction, verging on mutiny, has manifested 
itself in the brigade, which I will investigate at once, and report fally 
after so doing. From what I can learn, it is avowedly caused by my 
personal interferences with the men and companies, a written state- 
ment to that effect having been handed to Major Hill, inspector-general. 
I believe other causes are operating, but will not state them till better 
informed. ; 

The pickets and scouts report no movement of the enemy from Mem- 
phis or Helena. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
és G. W. CARTER. 


Abstract from field return of Marmaduke’s cavalry division, commanded by Brig. Gen. J. 
S. Marmaduke, May 20, 1863; headquarters Jacksonport, Ark. 
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Organization of Marmaduke’s command, May 20, 1863. 


Carter’s Brigade. | Burbridge’s Brigade. 
Col. GEORGE W. CARTER. 


Burford’s regiment, Col. N. M. Burford. 

Carter’s regiment, Lieut. Col. D. C. Gid- | Burbridge’s regiment, Lieut. Col. W. J. 
dings. Preston. 

Morgan’s squadron, Maj. C. L. Morgan. Newton’s regiment, Col. R. C. Newton. 

Reves’ partisan company. 

Pratt’s battery, Capt. J. H. Pratt. 


®Col. JOHN Q. BURBRIDGE. 


* Not found. 
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Shelby’s Brigade. 
Col. JOSEPH O. SHELBY. 
Jeans’ regiment, Col. Beal G. Jeans. 
Shelby’s regiment, Lieut. Col. B. F. Gor- 
don 


Thompson’s regiment, Col. G. W. Thomp- 
son. 


Elliott’s battalion, Maj. Benjamin Elliott. — 


Shanks’ battalion, Maj. David Shanks. 
Collins’ battery, Capt. Richard A. Collins. 
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Greene’s Brigade. 
Col. COLTON GREENE. 


Greene’s regiment, Lieut. Col. Leonidas 
C. Campbell. 

Jeffers’ regiment, Col. W. L. Jeffers. 

Young’s battalion, Col. M. L. Young. 

Brown’s battery,* Capt. L, T. Brown. 

Hamilton’s battery, Lieut. James L. Ham- © 
ilton. 


Unattached. - 


Kitchen’s battalion, Lieut. Col. §. G. Kitchen. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 


Maj. Gen. R. TAYLOR, 


Shreveport, La., May 22, 1863. 


Commanding District of Western Louisiana : 
GENERAL: The following dispatch was received this morning, viz.: 


McCulloch can command the infantry division well. 


I have great, the greatest, 


need of J. G. Walker, to command the division of cavalry now under Marmaduke, 
who is not equal to it. I earnestly request that you order him to come at once. 


TH. H. HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-General. 


General Smith directs that you will consult General Walker as to his 
wishes, and, if he desires it, order him at once to General Holmes. 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


W. R. BOGGS, 


Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Mes TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 


No. 13. 


Shreveport, La., May 23, 1863. 


The following officers are announced upon the staff of the lieutenant- 
general commanding: Col. William H. Trader, volunteer aide-de-camp, 
and Maj. G. M. Bryan, assistant adjutant-general. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT 


Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLmss, 


By. Ps PRADYT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


y 


: Shreveport, May 23, 1863. 


Commanding District of Arkansas, Little Rock, Ark.: 

GENERAL: I inclose an order for Brig. Gen. E. Greer to report in 
person at these headquarterg; also an order directing Brig. Gen. L. 
M. Walker to report to you for duty. 

Lieutenant-General Smith thinks that Brigadier-General Walker may 


be able to do good service east of the White River, and directs that a 
portion of the'cavalry now under General Marmaduke be assigned to 
him. 


* Ordered to Little Rock. 
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Your dispatch for Maj. Gen. J. G. Walker has been received. If 
_ General Walker is willing to relinquish his present command, he will 
be sent to you. 

If General Rust has been assigned to duty in this department, he 
should certainly have reported at these headquarters. If his orders are 
not from the War Department at Richmond, you are directed to order 
him back to the headquarters from which his orders emanated, unless 
ae have need for his services, in which case you can assign him to 

uty. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Smith: 

: W. R. BOGGS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., May 24, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. BLarr, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Arkansas : 
Masgor: Iam in receipt of reliable information to the effect that a 
force, consisting of two regiments Pike’s Peak and one regiment Kan- 
sas troops, left Springfield about the 17th instant, to re-enforce Phillips; 
also that Cloud was at Bentonville a few days. since, where he made 
prisoners of Lieutenant [J. V.] Lee, of Carroll’s regiment, and 5 men. 
Cloud’s command consisted of 350 men, with two howitzers and two 
rifled guns. The want of artillery will be a great disadvantage to us, 
the enemy being greatly superior in number and size of pieces. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Fort Smitu, ARK., May 24, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. CooPEr, 
Commanding First Brigade: 

GENERAL: I am just in the receipt of reliable information that two 
regiments Pike’s Peak troops started from Springtield on the 17th, and 
one regiment Kansas, to re-enforce Phillips. Cloud was at Bentonville 
with 350 Kansas troops, two howitzers, and two rifled guns. He took a 
lieutenant and 5 men prisoners, and left, going toward Camp Walker 
or Pineville. He is probably bound for Phillips with the remainder of 
the Sixth Kansas. I think it will be well for you to send alarge well- 
mounted scout up the west side of Grand River. Probably the burning 
which Lieutenant Dismukes speaks of at Gibson was the destruction 
of buildings outside, which might afford protection to riflemen. Cap- 
. tain Cabell, writing on the 20th, says the wagons (ammunition) will 
start early in the morning to General Cooper. 

It is useless to apply for cannon. I have exhausted every means in 
my power to that end avithout success, unless Captain Crosby succeeds, 
as I see that General Magruder was expected back from the Rio Grande 
on the 13th. I soon shall know if he succeeds or not. Pack-saddles 
were ordered sent to Boggy; if they have arrived, you can get what you 
want. Three hundred were ordered to be made. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, 
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Hp@Rs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, May 25, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. COOPER, 
Commanding First Brigade : 


GENERAL: I have carefully considered the propositions of Col. Stand 
Watie. A week or ten days since, had we possessed the information we 
now have, it would have done well. Now nearly all the men are away 
from this place. Colonel Monroe has gone in the direction of Maysville 
and Grand River, with all the available men of his regiment, and a por- 
tion of Carroll’s "regiment is in Washington County; the remainder, 
little over 200 men, near Scullyville. Eight skeleton companies of in- 
fantry, numbering 150 men for duty, is ” the garrison of Fort Smith. 
From this you will see what small assistance can be given, at this time, 
to carry out the scheme proposed. 

General Cabell’s brigade, having been assigned to my command, would 
convey the idea of a respectable force, which is an erroneous idea. 
Monroe’s and Carroll’s regiments, both weak, are all that have ever been 
here. The balance consists of companies and battalions scattered 
through the country, some of which are only known by name, and, having 
been raised as partisans, with a view to local defense, itis a matter of 
doubt if any great number of them can be brought together. General 
Cabell has three iron guns, for which he has received no ammunition 
since his attack upon Fayetteville; consequently he has a very small - 
supply. Ihave no shot, no shell, and should have had neither powder, 
lead, nor caps had I awaited to get these articles through the regular 
channels. ; 

I have urged General Holmes to let me have some of Marmaduke’s 
cavalry, to assist in capturing Phillips and his re-enforcements. I 
doubt if I shall get them. General Cabell requires three hundred and 
pe guns to arm the men of his two regiments. I regret this state of 
affairs. 

Please show this letter to Col. Stand Watie. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Smith, Ark., May 26, [1863.] 
Brigadier-General COOPER: 


GENERAL: I have ordered Captain Folsom, with all the Choctaws, to 
join the regiment. I will order Hardin back by the first opportunity I 
have to communicate with him. A. gentleman, through direct from 
Missouri, tells me that it was stated in the Leavenworth Herald that 
three regmments were ordered from Springfield to Fort Scott. He fur- 
ther states that three regiments had left Springfield and gone one day’s 
march toward Vernon, on the way to Fort Scott. This may have caused 
the report that these troops were en route to re-enforce Phillips. Colo- 
nel Monroe’s operations near Maysville and toward Grand River will 
interfere with the enemy’s communications. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri says that the negro regiment had gone from Fort Scott to Baxter 
Spring, on the neutral land. 

Your obedient servant, : 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Tittle Rock, Ark., May 27, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, 
Commanding Division, &e., Little Rock, Ark.: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Holmes, commanding the District of 
Arkansas, directs that you take Parsons’ and McRae’s brigades, and 
with them proceed to a point in the vicinity of Jacksonport, at which 
you will establish your headquarters. On arriving there you will as- 
_ Sume command of the troops of the Confederate States in that neigh- 
borhood and toward the borders of Missouri. You will make a careful 
and critical examination into the condition of the troops now there, and 
report to these headquarters any changes in their organization you may 
desire to recommend. You will take the most active measures to ascer- 
tain the localities, strength, and movements of the enemy in your front, 
especially in Missouri, and promptly advise these headquarters of any 
occurrence of consequence. You are charged with the duty of super- 
intending the recruiting service in Northern Arkansas and Missouri, 
and will require all officers having permits to raise troops in Missouri, 
or from among Missourians, to report to you, and will give such instruc- 
tions regulating their actions as shall, in your discretion, seem best for. 
the interests of the service. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes: 

W. B. BLAIR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CAMP NEAR DIAMOND GROVE, Mo., 
May 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, Confederate States Army : 

GENERAL: Please find inclosed two letters, or true copies, the orig- 
inals being retained, from General Blunt and Colonel Williams.* You 
will see from these letters the deplorable situation of our friends in 
Southwestern Missouri. We have but a small force in this part of the 
State. Colonel Coffee has joined me with a small force of unorganized 
troops, and will co-operate with me, but our combined forces are yet too 
small to prevent the threatened destruction of our country. A negro 
regiment is stationed at Baxter Springs, near the mouth of Shoal Creek, 
who have all the hellish passions belonging to their race. About 600 
militia, under Colonel Crittenden, are stationed at Newtonia, and about 
100 at Neosho, which constitute the entire Federal forces that are sta- . 
tioned in this vicinity. Can you, and will you, use your influence in 
sending a sufficient force to relieve the sufferings of the people of your 
own State, who are being subjected to outrages unparalleled in this, and 
unprecedented in any other, war? We make this appeal to you who can 
appreciate our sufferings and can plead our cause, being one of us. Col. 
Warner Lewis is also here, who has just escaped from the Indians, and 
consequently without aforce. He willmake a report of the unfortunate 
disaster he escaped. It is currently reported here that Colonel Coffee 
will soon be restored to the command of his regiment; if such should be 
the case, we hope that he will be allowed to operate in this section of 
the country. His knowledge of this country, and the unbounded confi- 
dence of the people in him, demand that this should be the field of his 
operations. The forces at Fort Scott and Lincoln will not exceed 300. 


* Not found. 
o4 BR R—VOL XXII, PT-IL 
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I supply myself with arms and ammunition from the enemy without 
much difficulty. I herewith send you a report of operations since leav- 
ing the Arkansas River. 
I remain, yours, &c., ; 
T. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Major, Commanding Confederate Forces. 


HEADQUARTERS CARTER’S COMMAND, May 30, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Masor: Inclosed find letter from Colonel Kitchen,* reporting the 
movements of the enemy above. I have written to him, directing him to 
picket Chalk Bluff, placing his command at an intermediate point, acces- 
sible to forage and water, between Chalk Bluff and Brown’s Ferry; then 
to picket Brown’s Ferry. Have informed him that I should report to 
division headquarters for instructions relative to re-enforcements, &c. 
If Kitchen’s statement is reliable in every particular, relative to the force 
of the enemy and forage, and if the enemy should move to Brown’s Terry, 
there is but one of two courses to pursue, to wit, re-enforce him, so as 
to enable him to keep his forage and subsistence, or else remove the 
major portion of the command to this point, leaving for picket duty on 
Upper Saint Francis only such number as may be able to find forage 
and subsistence. With my present light, the latter course seems to me 
to be most judicious. Before doing either, however, I recommend that 
more certain and later news of the enemy’s force and movements be 
obtained. 

I respectfully ask for instructions in the premises. It is about 110 
miles from this point to Chalk Bluff. You will find in an open envelope 
a communication addressed to Major [W. B.] Blair.* Please submit the 
papers to General Marmaduke, and request him to give them such in- 
dorsement as. he may deem proper, before forwarding them to Little 
Rock. No news additional of the enemy’s movements, either from 
Memphis or Helena. Men and horses recuperating. No news from 
Vicksburg in addition to that already given. Greene’s men and horses 
also rapidly improving. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. CARTER, 
Colonel, Commanding Br igade. 


| May 30, 1863. —For Smith to Pemberton, in reference to co- opene 
tion, see Series 1, Vol. XXIV.] 


GENERAL ORDERS Wane TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 14. Shreveport, La., May 30, 1863. 
Col. S. S. Anderson, assistant adjutant-general, havins reper for 
duty, is announced as assistant adjutant-general, Trans. Mississippi De. 
partment. 
By pe of Lieut. Gen. B. Kirby Smith: 
HP. PRATT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


‘or Johnston to Smith, in reference to succor of 
Port Hudson, see Series I, Vol. XX VI. | 


* Not found. 
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Abstract from approximate return of the Trans-Mississippi Department, commanded by 
Lieut, Gen. EL, Kirby Smith, for May, 1863; headquarters Shreveport, La. y 
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Composition of Frost’s division (Defenses of Lower Arkansas), May 31, 
. 1863. 


First Brigade. Not brigaded. 


Col. Joun B. Ciark, Jr. 19th Arkansas, Col. C. L. Dawson. 

12th Texas Cavalry, Col. W..H. Parsons. 

Clark’s regiment, Lieut. Col. M. W. | Rector’s company,§ Capt. W.G. Rector. 
Buster. Richardson’s company, Lieut. J. J. 

Mitchell’s regiment,Col. Chas. S. Mitchell. Brooks. 

Musser’s battalion, Lieut. Col. R. H. Mus- | Peoples’ company, Lieut. S. J. Peoples. 
ser. McKie’s (Texas) squadron, Capt. M. M. 

Rutfner’s battery, Capt. 8. T. Ruffner. Boggess. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Tdi aaa DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 71. Little Rock, Ark., June 2, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. L. M. Walker, having reported for duty, is assigned to the 
command of a brigade, to be composed of Dobbin’s-and Newton’s regi- 
ments Arkansas cavalry. He will proceed without delay to organize 
this brigade. This Arkansas brigade and Carter’s brigade Texas troops 
will form a division, to be commanded by Brigadier-General Walker, 
_ who, with his division, is assigned to the command of the district of 
country lying between the Lower White River and the Saint Francis 
and Mississippi Rivers. Brigadier-General Walker will report direct 
to these headquarters. 

Greene’s, Burbridge’s, and Jeffers’ regiments and Kitchen’s battalion 
Missouri troops will form a brigade, to be commanded by Brig. Gen. J. 
S. Marmaduke. This brigade and Shelby’s brigade Missouri troops will 
form a division, to be commanded by Brigadier- General Marmaduke. 

The brigadier. generals in command of divisions will also exercise 
immediate “command over their respective brigades. 

* # * * * * * 

By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes: 

W. B. BLAIR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


s vine Tenens, cay range eae piblded: estimated 3,500. 

tNo returns received. 

{NOTE ON ORIGINAL RETURN.—This return cannot be made complete, owing to 
omissions in brigade returns. The totals and aggregate are believed to be nearly 
correct. \ 

§ Refugees from Arkansas Post. . 


‘ 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 3, 1863. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond: 


GENERAL: I inclose to you, for the consideration of the President, 
the correspondence in regard to the charge that General McNeil had 
murdered ten citizens of Missouri.* 

You will see that I have not recognized the position assumed by 
General Curtis, that there are no Confederate citizens in Missouri. In 
consequence of the time that has elapsed since the alleged murder, 
the effect of retaliation now could not be so salutary as if made at an 
earlier day. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., June 3, 1863. 
General E. KirBy SmirH, Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: You will recollect that in the conversation which I had 
the honor to have with you while here, you concurred with me fully in 
the importance I attached to having organized detachments, with some | 
artillery, at favorable points on the Mississippi, above Vicksburg, to 
endanger and destroy the vessels and frail transports of the enemy 
passing up or down, frequently laden with troops. It really seems to 
me, if this service were properly organized and under efficient officers, 
transportation on the river would be most seriously impeded, if not 
actually arrested. At this time particularly such service would be 
an inestimable auxiliary to our defense of Vicksburg and command of 
the Mississippi River. I am induced, in this connection, to invite your 
attention to a special corps which was employed last winter, before 
high water, in this kind of serviee, even without artillery, with signal 
success, : 

A gentleman of character and intelligence, Mr. Asa Hodges, of 
Arkansas, who has a plantation very nearly opposite Memphis, some 
12 miles back from the river, informs me that two companies, Cap- 
tains McGehee’s and Barton’s, of Major Chrisman’s battalion, composed 
largely of pilots and river-boatmen, were stationed near him, and to his 
knowledge did much injury on the river, and performed many acts of 
signal gallantry, taking several boats and many barges, and cutting one 
or more out from within half a mile of Memphis itself. He is satisfied 
that these men had an understanding with many pilots and others with 
triendly feelings, on the boats of the enemy, and says if they only could 
have been allowed to enjoy the fruits of their captures, they would cer- 
tainly have done much more mischief and made still more daring cap- 
tures, and he does not hesitate to avow his confidence that they could 
and would have well-nigh stopped transportation on the river at that 
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I do not feel willing, without the sanction of your judgment, to 
direct a mode of proceeding usually adverse to discipline and some- 
what calculated to demoralize troops; but my informant, without other 
than patriotic interest in the matter, and evidently a man of observa- 
tion and intelligence, urges the course so decidedly that I dm induced 
to think the plan in this case might work well, and to authorize its 
adoption if not disapproved by your judgment. They might be simply 
authorized to act as partisans, or not be held to account by the quarter- 
masters or the Government for their captures. 

At all events, from the peculiar constitution of these companies, and, * 
perhaps, the whole battalion, I am inclined strongly to believe that they 
could not be better employed than on this river service, and I recom- 
mend that if they have been withdrawn, as is probable during high 
water, they should be returned, with some light pieces of artillery and 
artillerists, to that field of operatiozis, and be devoted to that service. 

I have requested Mr. Hodges, who bears this letter, if practicable, 
to see you, and if not, General Holmes, and add by his personal ex- 
pianations to the force of the suggestions I have made, so that the 
pian may be secured a fair hearing and due consideration on the part 
of those on whose judgment full reliance is placed. 

With high esteem, very truly, yours, : 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 

Inttle Rock, Ark., June 3, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, ; 
Commanding, &c., near Jacksonport, Ark. : 

GENERAL: Lam instructed by Lieutenant-General Holmes, command- 
ing District of Arkansas, to say that he designs Shelby’s brigade to be 
held in readiness for immediate movement. It is the purpese of Lieu- 
tenant-General Holmes to employ it west of Arkansas for a special 
purpose. 

Lam, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
W. B. BLAIR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HpDQrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 15. Shreveport, La., June 3, 1863. 


I. All soldiers escaped from Arkansas Post who have not reported 
for duty, will do so at once, at the following points, viz: Troops from 
Arkansas, at Little Rock, and from Texas, at Shreveport. Those who 
do not comply with this order immediately, and whom it may become 
necessary to arrest for failure to do so, will be treated as deserters. 

II. Brig. Gen. E, Greer, Provisional Army of the Confederate States, 
is assigned to duty as commandant of conscripts for the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department, and will establish his headquarters at Shreveport, 
La. Commandants of conscripts for the several districts within the de- 
partment will make their reports and returns to General Greer, and be 
under and subject to his orders. 

_ By command of Lieut. Gen. BH. Kirby Smith: 
S. 8. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


= 
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TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 1. Shreveport, La., June 3, 1863. 


By virtue of General Orders, No. 15, the undersigned hereby assumes 
command of conscripts of the Trans-Mississippi Department. 
* * * * * * * 


E. GREER, 
Brigadier-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS CONSCRIPT BUREAU, 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 4, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES, 
Tittle Rock, Ark, : 


GENERAL: Your communication of the 30th ultimo,* inclosing the 
correspondence between yourself and Major-General Curtis, of the 
United States Army, relative to the alleged murder of Confederate 
citizens in Missouri, has been received and laid before the leutenant- 
general commanding, who directs me to say he has referred the whole 
subject to the authorities at Richmond.t In consequence of the time 
that has elapsed since the alleged murder, he thinks the effect of retal- 
ation now could not be as salutary as if made at an earlier day. 

Linclose you a letter from Lieutenant-General Smith to Major-General 
Curtis, which he wishes you to forward as soon as practicable, under 
flag of truce.t 

I am, general, very respectiplly; your obedient servant, 
. 8. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant: General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 4, 1863. 
Hon. C. G. MEMMINGER, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: I have the honor to recommend that you make some arrange- 
ment to supply this department regularly with the necessary funds, 
when the present amounts in the hands of disbursing officers are ex- 
hausted. All communication between this point and Richmond is now 
attended with great hazard, and, owing to the superior naval force of 
the enemy on the Mississippi, it is liable at any time to interruption 
and, possibly, may be entirely suspended. To provide against the last- 
named contingency, I respectfully suggest that the notes paid into the 
hands of receivers, ‘collectors, and depositors be reissued, under proper 
restrictions, as a part of the monthly issue of $50,000, 000 authorized 
by the last Congress. I make this suggestion because I find no law 
prohibiting the reissue of the notes, and more especially for the reason 
that in this way my department may be supplied with a large portion 
of the requisite funds, without the Government running the: risk or in- 
curring the expense of sending them across the Mississippi. 

In anticipation of your action on this subject, I have issued a circular 
to the depositaries in this department, requesting them to retain, with- 


* Not found. 
+See Smith to Cooper, June 3, p. 852. 
{See Smith to Curtis, June 3, p. 307. 
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out cancellation, the notes in their hands until further instructions are 
received from you. Should you adopt the above suggestions or any 
similar plan, you will recognize, I trust, the great importance of send- 
ing to this point an officer of the Treasury of tried integrity and ex- 
perience, invested with full authority and instructions to regulate the 
operations of your department on this side of the river. 

I feel a special solicitude that the credit of the Government should be 
sustained in this department, and I believe it highly important to the 
interest of the Confederate States that it be so. 

This is a country of vast resources, heretofore only partially devel- 
oped, but, with an ample supply of means in the hands of disbursing 
officers, I am satisfied the arrangement I have made will result in so 
hi a development that it will becomé self-sustaining in all the material 
of war. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General. 


SHREVEPORT, LA., June 4, 1863. 


Gov. THoMAS ©. REYNOLDS, Camden, Ark. : 

My DEAR Sir: Your communications Nos. 1 and 2 have both been 
received.* I should have written sooner, but for ten days I have been 
threatened with a bilious attack. Thanks to quinine, blue-mass, and 
quiet, I have warded it off, and now feel quite well again. The sugges- 
tion in- your note from Washington [Ark.] is in accordance with my pre- 
vious determination. General H. [Holmes] was written to May 16: 


I do not like to give up the valley of the Arkansas, and the hope of entering Mis- 
souri when the events of the war justify, nor will it be ordered except in extreme 
necessity. You will, however, so make your dispositions that, should the necessity 
arise, you can move to my assistance with as little delay as possible. ; 


As regards the foundry’at Camden, it must be the property of private 
parties. Major Rhett isexpected here daily. When hearrives, the matter 
will be submitted to him. My policy is to develop and concentrate only 
at safe points the means for making the department self-sustaining. 

I have written to the Secretary of the Treasury in regard to our wants - 
west of the Mississippi. ‘The cancelling by depositaries of the notes 
funded, I find to be a regulation of the Treasury Department. They can, 
therefore, be reissued instead by orders of the Secretary. I have sug- 
gested to him the expediency of having an officer of ‘the Treasury De- 
partment at headquarters with extraordinary powers, who shall be at 
the head of the department west of the Mississippi, and urged the im- 
mediate appointing of the necessary officers to carry out the provisions 
of the tax bill. 

General Holmes has been written to by me that ‘‘the effects of the 
partisan and guerrilla warfare now waged in Missouri is only to entail 
new persecution and misery on our friends there, without advancing the 
cause one jot or tittle.” Both General Price and himself agree with 
me in this policy. 

Our news from the eastern bank of the Mississippi exceeds our most 
sanguine expectations. General Taylor’s position. with Walker’s divis- 
ion opposite Vicksburg, cuts off Grant’s retreat, and completes the de- 
struction of his command, I hope. 


* Not found. 
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Immediately on the arrival of Walker, finding him too late for Banks, — 


I ordered him, with General Taylor, by New River and the Tensas, to 
New Carthage. They embarked on Catahoula Lake the 29th of last 
month, and should have reached their destination the 1st or 2d instant. 
General Holmes telegraphed me to know if the operatiors here would 
militate against his sending Price to Northeastern Arkansas. I replied 
“Not if any good were to be gained.” Helena is the point looked to; 
it is the strategic point in that section, and, if a favorable opportunity 
offers for securing its possession, it should be improved. I hope, how- 


ever, no attempt will be made by General H. [Holmes] without first — 


obtaining accurate information of the works, the strength, garrison, &c. 


I have not heard from him since, and presume the ordering of Tappan’s 
brigade to Camden has prevented the execution of his plan. 

Let me again thank you for the interest you expressed in my success, 
aud for your co-operation in the work of improvement. I hope you 
will, without hesitation, make any suggestions or representations which 


may occur to you. My wife joins with me in kind regards to you, and © 


hopes to have the pleasure of meeting you some time this summer in 
Little Rock. 
Yours, truly and sincerely, 
E. KIRBY SMITH. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 

Shreveport, La., June 4, 1863. 

Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLMEs, ; 
Commanding District of Arkansas, Little Rock : 


GENERAL: Marmaduke’s communication of the 21st ultimo was re- 
ceived at the office a few days since. It has the merit of being bold 
in its conception, but would require a larger force than could now be 
disposable for operations on that frontier., I am still of the opinion 
that it would be impolitic and unwise to make any move on Missouri, 
except with a force large enough to give reasonable hopes of holding 
the country. In Marmaduke’s letter he speaks of employing guerrilla 
bands. No good can result from either encouraging or maintaining that 
system of warfare in Missouri; it only entails additional persecution and 
distress upon our friends, withont advancing our cause in that State. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient: servant, 
HK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 4, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLmEs, 
Commanding District of Arkansas: 


GENERAL: I am directed by Lieutenant-General Smith to call your 
attention to the importance of your operating with a cavalry force, at 
least a brigade, on the Mississippi River, as low down as Lake Provi- 
dence or lower, and, if the country will admit of it, of sending a battery 
of field artillery, for the purpose of annoying, and the probability of 
destroying, the enemy’s transports. There are many plantations on the 
river being cultivated by the negroes for the Federals. All such should 


. 
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be destroyed and the negroes captured. This will involve the troops 
of your district going into that of another. This, however, will cause 
no trouble. It is thought forage can be procured on the river. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HRPDGUARIEHS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, - 
Shreveport, La., June 5, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES, 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 1st instant has just been received, and 
I have the honor to reply. 

Major-General Taylor, with the greater part of his forces, was ordered 
to advance to a position opposite Vicksburg, with the view of co-oper- 
ating with Lieutenant-General Pemberton, by breaking the enemy’s 
communication and destroying his depots and magazines west of the 
Mississippi. I gave Major-General Taylor his orders to move to that 
position because I considered the great battle for the Trans-Mississippi 
Department was to be fought with General Grant. The brigade of 
Brigadier-General Tappan was ordered to be moved from Camden to 
Monroe, to be used as the necessities of Major-General Taylor might 
require. There is no intention of incorporating it permanently in ‘his 
army, and as soon as it has accomplished the object of his orders, I shall 
direct a return to Camden, or some suitable point in your district. 

If the rumors of the defeat and probable capture of General Grant’s 
army, which have come to this point so repeatedly within the last 
week, are true, you need feel no apprehension about an invasion of 
Arkansas in force. General Banks is also reported to have been se- 
verely repulsed at Port Hudson. If these reports are confirmed, i is 
probable the enemy will be obliged to mass his forces east of the Mis- 
sissippi. Should this occur, we may be able to concentrate our forces 
in sufficient strength to strike an effective blow for the recovery of 
Missouri. 

You will observe that Major-General Taylor’s operations are tempo- 
rary. He has been ordered to return to Alexandria when he has effected 
all he can, and also to send back to Monroe Brigadier-General Tappan’s 
brigade. 

Your obedient servant, 
K. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CARTER’S COMMAND, 
June 5, 1863. 
[Maj. HENRY EWING, 
Assistant Adjutant- General :] 


MAsor: It hasjust been reported by one of Dobbin’s men that Bragg, 
with five days’ start, has been re-enforcing Johnston, and Rosecrans 
re-enforcing Grant ; ‘also that Johnston has driven Gr ant, with great 
slaughter, before him, refusing him permission to bury his dead, lest he 
should take advantage of it toretreat. It is very certain that the enemy 
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is sending down re-enforcements from above Memphis, but don’t know 
where they come from. 

If General Holmes had allowed me to take my guns over there, I 
could have operated them without any danger of losing them, and de- 
stroyed more Yankees than I will at the present rate in a year. 

I have kept this letter open, hoping to receive dispatches direct from 
Memphis, but the courier has not arrived. The rain of yesterday and 
to-day has made the roads muddy and delayed the courier. 

A large amount of commissary and quartermaster’s stores are reported 
to be on the opposite side of Saint Francis River, in Crittenden and Mis. 
sissippi Counties. They are not needed by the people there, nor is there 
a market offered them by the Yankees; but, in view of the trade being 

. with Memphis, the people demand the pay in greenbacks, and, if I 
secure the supplies, I will have to impress them. 

I have sent over two judicious men for the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment and two for the commissary department, to inspect the character, 
amount, and location of the supplies, and to report the same to me. I 
have also sent over a select scout to examine all the roads between this 
point and Memphis, and 25 miles above, toward Osceola. That scout . 
will return and report to-morrow. 

These observations have been made a preliminary to any future mili- 
tary operations in that direction, and as precautionary against any 
operations of the enemy. I have scouts within a few miles of Helena, on 
all the roads leading from itin this direction. Besides, as a precaution, 
my pickets are thrown 10 miles beyond the L’Anguille, on the roads 
coming from Helena. I start a scout of 100 men under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Giddings to-morrow toward Helena. The object of this scout is 
to watch the enemy, and, if possible, to ambush the Fifth Kansas. Five 
feet of water in the Saint Francis up to Wittsburg. I do not fear that 

_ gunboats or transports will come up, nor do I apprehend any attack 
from Helena. All the information contained in Lieutenant Walton’s 
report relative to affairs in Helena, sent forward yesterday, has been 
confirmed by an intelligent lady, who resides in Helena and reached my 
headquarters to-day. She says that they are exceedingly alarmed, and 
apprehensive that you and Price will attack them daily. Whether Vicks- 
burg falls or stands, whether we whip or are whipped, we will never 
have as good an opportunity to operate against Helena and Memphis 
as now. If we had been operating on the river above Memphis: or. 
against Helena, it would have been equal to a re-enforcement of 10,000 
men at Vicksburg ; but I submit to the superior wisdom of the lieuten- 
ant-general commanding in this matter. 

Captain Carrington, with flag of truce, took the general’s communica- 
tion toward Helena to-day. 

I can subsist and forage my whole command, including both brigades 
and Kitchen’s battalion, three months, if necessary, in this neighborhood. 
I am saving the wheat crop, and am making arrangements to have 
unbolted bread for my command. Have ordered down my train from 
Jacksonport, but with no intention of increasing the size of the train 
permanently. Major Byrd has not yet made his appearance; I will ad- 
vise you of his arrival. Have ordered a double line of couriers to be 
put on the lower road between this point and Jacksonport. The present 
route (courier) is nearer 75 than 45 miles. 1 think I can make three or 
four hours by the change. If the lower line works well, I will relieve 
the men on the upper route and order them to their respective com- 
panies. 


If the reports from across the Saint Francis are favorable, I shall send 
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over parties in a few days to collect supplies and bring them on this 
. side the river. 
_ Ihave received all the general’s notes up to the 4th, and have replied 
to all interrogations addressed to me. 
I am, major, very respectfully, your obdient servant, 
G. W. CARTER, 
Colonel, Commanding, de. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 6, 1863. 

Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 

Commanding, &c., Jackson, Miss. : 


GENERAL: I have ordered Captain [F.] Ducayet, inspector of field 
transportation, and Lieut. Edward Cunnin gham, one of my aides, to pro- 
ceed to the east of the Mississippi, for the purpose of collecting and 
forwarding to this point all stores of every description that may be en 
route for this department. As these stores are much needed, may I 
request that you will give such orders as may be deemed necessary to 
eepetiapte officers in the fulfillment of the duties with which they are 
charged? 

' -Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 6, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Commanding Vicksburg, Miss.: 

GENERAL: The vital importance of obtaining the ordnance and oru 
nance stores sent for this department makes it imperative on me to use 
every effort in having them forwarded across the river. Believing that 
they may now be crossed at Vicksburg, I have directed Colonel Brown, 
chief of artillery and ordnance of this department, to send an officer 
to that point, to use every means to place them over the river. The 
isolated position of this department, with its communication liable to 
be interrupted or entirely suspended at any moment, causes me to feel 
very anxious about the reception of these much-needed stores. A por- 
tion of my command is unarmed, including some old regiments, and the 
ten thousand stand of small-arms and accoutermerts are especially 
needed, whilst the rest of the stores are scarcely lessso. ‘Therefore, gen- 
eral, if any portion of them have been used or lost during your operations, 
I must request that you will supply the deficiency either from your own 

magazines or captured property, I ask this with less hesitation, as you 
can always be supplied, whilst'my communications are so liable to in- 
terruption as to allow me no certainty of receiving supplies regularly. 
I must take advantage of this the only opportunity that has presented 
itself, and I trust you will effectually aid me in crossing the supplies. 
The officer sent will have a list of all ordnance and ordnance stores 
which have been sent from the different arsenals for this department. 

I am, general, very eee ame your obedient servant, 
EH. KIRBY SMITH, 
LTieutenant- General, Commanding. 


! 
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GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
No. 5. Jacksonport, June 6, 1863. 


I. The undersigned, in accordance with orders from district head- 
quarters, hereby assumes command of all the troops in this neighborhood 
and toward the borders of Missouri. 

II. The commanding officers of all such troops will make immediate 
returns to these headquarters of the exact strength and condition of 
their respective commands, and of their distribution, and of such other 
facts as may be necessary to give the major-general commanding an 
accurate and thorough knowledge of their number, condition, efficiency, 
and wants. 

III. All officers are urged to use the utmost diligence in placing the 
entire command in the most efficient condition for active service, and, 
to this end, returns will be made to the proper staff officers at these 
headquarters of the quantity, kind, and distribution of transportation, 
ordnance stores, and other supplies in each brigade, detached company 
or regiment, and requisitions will be made upon said officers for whatever 
may be necessary. 

IV. No furlough or leave of absence will be granted until the appli- 
cation for the same shall have been approved at these headquarters. 

V. The undersigned, by order of the lieutenant-general commanding, 
also assumes charge of the recruiting service in Northern Arkansas and 
Missouri. All officers and others recruiting within these limits will, 
therefore, make immediate reports to these headquarters of the orders, 
if any, under which they are acting, the number of men they have en- 
listed, and the disposition that has been made of them, together with 
such other facts as may aid him in obtaining a full knowledge of what 
has been done in this branch of the service within the limits named. 

VI. The major-general commanding has heard with the most profound 
regret that the troops in this vicinity have been guilty of acts of law- 
lessness, which are calculated not only to bring disgrace upon them- 
selves, but, by disaffecting toward us those who would otherwise be 
our friends, to entail disaster, if not ruin, upon our cause. He hopes 
that he has been misinformed, and that the acts of a few thoughtless 
men have been grossly exaggerated to the prejudice of the many. Be 
that as it may, he will not permit the troops under his command to pil. 
lage and plunder either friend or foe. The property and persons of 
women and children and other non-combatants shall not be interfered 
with except by legitimate authority. It is for the commanding general 
to decide, in the absence of the civil authority, upon the disposition to be 
made of the persons and property of disloyal and suspected persons. 
That privilege must not be usurped by individuals. Officers and men 
will be held to a strict accountability for any violation of this order 
The just wants of the troops can and will be supplied without recourse 
to plundering. The surest and only way to retaliate upon the barba 
rous foe for the savage wrongs that he has inflicted upon our unoffend: 
ing and defenseless friends is, by strict obedience to orders, by close 
attention to your soldierly duties, and by a strict observance of the rules 
of Christian warfare, to build up a well-organized, well-disciplined, an¢ 
invincible army, which shall not only drive the enemy from our borders 
but pursue him into his own accursed land. 

VII. The following changes on the staff are announced: Lieut. Col 
H. Clay Taylor, chief of artillery and ordnance; First Lieut. John Mhoon 
engineer, and First Lieut. Celsus Price, aide-de-camp, vice Lieutenan’ 


Wood) peo STERLING PRICE, 
. Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
Jacksonport, Ark., June 6, 1863. 
Maj. L. A. MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Price’s Division : 

Magsor: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of General 
Orders, No. 5, Headquarters Price’s division, June 6, 1863. I desire to 
call the attention of the major-general commanding to the following 
words of Paragraph VI of said orders: 

The major-general commanding has heard with the most profound regret that the 
troops in this vicinity have been guilty of acts of lawlessness, which are calculated 
not only to bring disgrace upon themselyes, but, by disaffecting toward us those 
who would otherwise be our friends, to entail disaster, if not ruin, upon our cause. He 
hopes that he has been misinformed, and that the acts of a few thoughtless men have 
been grossly exaggerated to the prejudice of the many. Be that asit may, he will not 
permit the troops under his command to pillage and plunder either friend or foe. 
The property and persons of women and children and other non-combatants shall not 
be interfered with except by legitimate authority. 

From the fact that no troops save those under my command have 
been lately encamped in this vicinity, 1 am justified in supposing that 
the paragraph was intended to apply exclusively to them, and I can- 
not consider it as operating otherwise than unjustly to both myself and 
my troops. It implies directly that charges of a serious character have 
been preferred against my command, and have been entertained by the 
major-general commanding, without my having been informed of their 
existence or nature, thus depriving me of an opportunity of vindicating _ 
myself and my command. It further indirectly implies that depreda- 
tions have been committed by my men, and that I have not taken 
prompt and active measures to prevent their recurrence or bring the 
perpetrators to punishment. I am convinced that avery small amount 
of investigation will show that these charges are entirely general in their 
character; that specific acts Of lawlessness are not alleged; that they 
are idle tales, growing in proportion to the distance they travel; and 
that when they have any foundation in fact, and are investigated, they 
will prove to be the acts of organized bands of deserters and conscripts ~ 
fleeing from the law, and professional marauders, made up from all the 
divisions and brigades of the army. I most distinctly assert that but 
few specific charges of lawlessness have been brought to my notice or the 
notice of the different brigade commanders of my division, and that in 
every instance I have exerted myself to right the wrong of the aggrieved 
party, and do substantial justice to both citizen and soldier. I have 
not only given my attention to the matters brought immediately before 
me, but have kept scouting parties out in different directions, with pos- 
itive orders to arrest and bring to punishment all lawless and suspected 
persons, whether belonging to my command or not. I do not pretend 
that my command has done no wrong or perpetrated no outrage, but 
I do assert that punishment and restitution have always followed where 
the guilt could be fixed, and I submit that the conduct of my division 
has not been such as to justify the invidious language of Paragraph VI. 

Leall the attention of the major-general commanding to these facts 
more particularly because it has become quite common with many offi- 
cers to attempt to hold my command responsible for all the lawlessness 
incident to the border line between the two armies, and to make serious 
charges reflecting upon myself as a commander and my men as soldiers, 
without any knowledge whatever of the matter of which they speak. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. S. MARMADUKH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, June 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff, Shreveport, La.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Lieuten- 
ant-General Smith’s indorsement upon my letter of complaint against — 
Colonel Speight for disobedience of orders, from which indorsement I 
infer that my letter has been misunderstood. My complaint is, that 
Colonel Speight disobeys an order to send back West’s battery, upon 
the ground that he conceives that the previous order from headquarters 
Trans-Mississippi Department bears a certain construction. 

The remarks of the lieutenant-general are solely directed to the con- 
cluding portion of my letter, in which I say that “‘ I have been treated 
with indignity in having troops withdrawn from my command without 
receiving any notice from the authority giving the order.” 

I have not misconceived my position either with regard to the chan- 
nel through which I should receive information of the removal of troops 
nor have I founded any complaint upon their removal. The officer 
ordering it was perfectly competent to do so; but that I should remain 
more than a month without receiving a copy of the order, or any official 
notifieation, is, I think, good cause for thinking myself treated with in- 
dignity. Since writing my former letter, I learn, unofficially, that Lane’s 
regiment has also been taken from my command in the same manner. 

As the lieutenant-general has referred to the necessity that existed for 
taking Speight’s command, I will state, incidentally, the results, as they 
appear at present upon the Indian country. Colonel Phillips (the Fed- 
eral commander) has had time to fortify himself at Fort Gibson, a cen- 
tral position with regard to the Indian tribes, from which he can, with 
the greater resources of the Northern Government, put his well clothed 
and supplied allies in contrast with the poorly clothed and badly 
equipped Indians who have remained true to the South. This has 
been done during the time lost by the removal of the 1,000 effective 
men of Speight’s brigade and West’s battery, which forte has only been 
partially replaced during the last few days by one regiment, of 401 men, 
and two iron 6-pounders, without men or horses. Phillips is now in- 
trenched in a manner which will, I fear, enable him to hold his position 
against the small guns at my command. This is an outline of the 
results occasioned here by the removal of those forces; but, in stating 
it, I disclaim any intention of intimating that a greater necessity did 
not exist for their presence in Louisiana. The Indian country was 
placed under my command at a time when it had nearly been stripped 
of supplies and published to the world as irrevocably lost to the South ; 
the troops given me were mostly disorganized or unarmed; yet, with 
all these disadvantages, there was a time when complete possession of 
the Indian country could have been obtained, when General Holmes 
(under date of May 2) advised me that, if Speight’s command had arrived, 
it would be a good time to strike at Phillips, as all the troops that could 
re-enforce him had been drawn otf to oppose Marmaduke. At this time 
these troops were withdrawn—the infantry by an authority against 
which I neither have the right to nor do I complain of, and my only . 
battery by a colonel, in defiance of the military rule to obey the last 
order, and who justifies himself by saying that he conceives an order 
which reads “three regiments” to mean.“‘ four regiments and a battery.” 
(See Special Orders, No. 10, Trans-Mississippi Department.) Itis against 
this insubordinate assumption of power that I have a right to complain, 
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as I did in my previous letter, and which appears to have been entirely 
overlooked by the lieutenant-general commanding the Trans- Mississippi 
Department. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
June 8, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, Commanding, dc., Jacksonport, Ark. : 
GENERAL: I am instructed by Lieutenant-General Hoimes to say 
that, if the enemy are not threatening you trom the north, you will send 
Col. J. O. Shelby with his brigade to Fayetteville, as soon as it can 
be made ready. Colonel Shelby will there receive orders from Brig- 
adier-General Steele, regulating his further movements. As soon as 
the brigade moves, General Holmes wishes to be informed by you of 
the fact. : 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
OHN W. HINSDALE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ON THE ROAD, June 8, 1863. ° 
General STERLING PRICE, Commanding Northeastern Arkansas : 
DEAR GENERAL: I started this morning to visit you, but my am- 
bulance broke, and I am obliged to return. My object in coming was 
to see if we could with propriety attack Helena. Please inform me 
whether the condition of your troops will justify the attempt. — 
1 am,.general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Tieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Jacksonport, June 9, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES: 

GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note 
written ‘on the road,” dated the 8th of June, and regret that accident 
prevented your arrival here. In regard to the condition of my troops, 
{ am glad to say that they are now fully rested and in excellent spirits. 
General Marmaduke also reports his command to be in efficient condi- 
tion. He reports to me this morning the following number: Total pres- 
ent, Shelby’s brigade, 1,561; Greene’s brigade, 1,122; Burbridge’s bri- 
gade, 1,089 ; Kitchen’s battalion, 286. In all 4,058. Of these, many are 
out on outpost duty. Carter’s brigade, now attached to General Walker’s 
command, is reported 1,170 total present. From the most reliable in- 
formation General Marmaduke can obtain, the enemy have not more 
than from 4,000 to 5,000 at Helena; and were a movement conducted with 
celerity and secrecy, by. which you could concentrate the commands of 
Generals Frost and Fagan with this column, I entertain no doubt of 
your being able to crush the foe at that point. 

I have the honor to inclose two communications from Colonel Carter 
and one from Colonel Coleman, &c.* 

[STERLING PRICE. | 


* Not found. 


~ 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, Ark., June 9, 1863. 


General STERLING PRICE, 
Commanding Northeastern Arkansas : 


GENERAL: I have this moment received an order directing me to send 
at least a brigade of cavalry to the Mississippi River. Please send the 
inclosed order* to Colonel Carter. This will probably render it necessary 
for you to stop the movement of Shelby, as ordered yesterday. You . 
will use your discretion, though. If S. [Shelby] can be spared, his aid is 
greatly needed by Steele. Please inform me by return courier whether 
you will send him. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, : : 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, Ark., June 9, 1863. + 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, Commanding, &c., Jacksonport, Ark. : 

GENERAL: | am instructed by Lieutenant-General Holmes, command- 
ing District of Arkansas, to say that, in case Brig. Gen. L. M. Walker 
shall not have assumed command of the division recently assigned to 
lrim, you will order Carter’s brigade Texas cavalry, with its battery, to 
proceed to Pine Bluff, Ark., with the least delay practicable. At Pine 
Bluff Colonel Carter will receive special instructions. 

In case Walker should have assumed command of his division, the 
lieutenant- general desires you to forward the inclosed communications * 
(one to Brigadier-General Walker and one to Colonel Carter) by special 
courier to each, if necessary, and so that they will reach the respective 
officers to whom they are addressed with the least delay. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. BLAIR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[JUNE 10, 1863.—For Smith to Johnston, in reference to succor of 
Port Hudson, &c., see Series I, Vol. XX VI.] 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
June 10, 1863. 


Maj. W. B. BLAIR, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Mason: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt at noon to-day 
of your communication of June 8 and two of June 9 instant. Your 
orders to Brig. Gen. L. M. Walker were immediately forwarded by spe- 
cial courier. In view of the fact that you have left the movements of 
Colonel Shelby’s brigade discretionary with me, I have thought it best 
to delay any disposition of them for a few days, at least until the plans 
of the enemy should assume a more definite shape. From all informa- 
tion I can obtain, a movement is contemplated by the enemy in my 


* Not found. 
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front. The activity at Rolla and Ironton indicates some action on their 
part, which, however, I believe designed merely as a move down the 
river. 
I have the honor, &c., 
[STERLING PRICE. ] 


HEADQUARTERS Fort SMITH, ARK., 
: June 11, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. COOPER, Commanding, ce. : 

GENERAL: I have just received your note relative to Stand Watie and 
[L. M.] Martin. L[heard, accidentally, that they were at Beattie’s Prairie, 
near Maysville, a few days since, and I have sent information of the rise 
in the river to them. Any demonstration I can make now will be too. 
late to do any good. This is the first intimation I have had from you 
of being on the north side of the river. A more full correspondence is 
absolutely necessary. Small parties as pickets have been pressed a 
good way toward Gibson from this place. You do not now advise me 
of Colonel Watie’s force, or his object, or when he left, or when he is 
expected back. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 13, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMEs, 
Commanding District of Arkansas, Little Rock: 


GENERAL: I inclose youa copy of a letter to Col. Waldo P. Johnson, 
authorizing him to go into the State of Missouri and organize twelve 
months’ volunteers. General Smith directs me to say Colonel Johnson 
represents to him that there are many bands of guerrillas in Missouri 
whom he thinks would be willing to join a regular organization for the 
period of a year, and, as he much prefers such an organization to an 
irregular one, he hopes thereby to be able to get the services of a con- 
siderable force. At any rate, this is the only way in which these men 
can be obtained. Should the experiment fail, no harm can come of it. 
Moreover, at the expiration of the twelve months they will all be liable 
and subject to conscription. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
8S. 8. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure.]} 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 13, 1863. 
Col. WALDO [P.] JOHNSON, 
Shreveport, La.: 

COLONEL: I am directed by Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, command- 
ing the Trans-Mississippi Department, to say you are authorized to 
go into the State of Missouri, and there enlist and organize for twelve 
months companies (volunteers) for the service of the Confederate States. 
These companies may be either infantry or cavalry, and when a suffi- 
cient number of cither arm have been raised to form. a regiment, they 
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will be thus organized by the election of the field officers, under your 
supervision. You will, from time to time, report to Lieutenant-General 
Holmes, commanding District of Arkansas, the progress of your opera- 
tions. The date of commencement of the twelve months’ service of any 
one company will be from the day of its legal organization and muster 
into service ; from which time it will be entitled to receive supplies from 
the quartermaster’s and subsistence departments. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
E 8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Tittle Rock, June 13, 1863. 
General STERLING, PRICE, 
Commanding Northeastern Arkansas: 

My DEAR GENERAL: On my return from the break-down, I received 
instructions from General Smith to send at least a brigade of cavalry 
as low down the Mississippi as Lake Providence; and, wishing to know 
the condition of affairs below, I immediately went to Pine Bluff, and 
ordered Colonel Parsons to proceed with his regiment at once, while the 
remainder of his brigade (Carter’s command) will follow as soon as pos- 
sible, to carry out General Smith’s order. I also ordered General Frost 
to send Clark’s regiment and Musser’s battalion, with battery, to operate 
against the enemy’s transports going down the Mississippi. 

The movement from Rolla I have little doubt was to re-enforce Grant. 
If there are 4,000 or 5,000 men in Helena, fortified as they are, to take it 
would cost too much, and I think a better service can be rendered by 
sending a battery, with a sufficient guard, to some point on the Missis- 
sippi below Memphis, to aid in stopping transports. I think Rosecrans 
is sending troops to Grant, and that both parties are making at Vicks- 
burg the great concentrated effort of the war. If you find your front 
free from danger, as I think you will, I see no reason why you cannot 
comply with this suggestion, and also send Shelby to report to Steele at 
Fayetteville. If possible, I will visit you next week. Reports from the 
East are favorable, but no certain information. 

T am, general, very respectfully, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Tieutenant- General. 


Camp MARTIN, 
On Cherokee Bay, June 13, 1863. 
Brigadier-General MARMADUKE: 

Since I returned I have heard nothing from above, but expect the 
scouts in hourly. I expect them to bring reliable information from 
Patterson and Ironton. There is a rumor here that the Federals sent 
5,000 or 6,000 from Ironton in the direction of Mississippi River, as we 
suppose, for the purpose of re-enforcing at Vicksburg, but cannot say 
whether it is reliable or not. We are now in the act of moving, and by 
Monday will have a line of couriers from our camp to Pocahontas. 

I wish to say to General Price that there are distilleries on the borders 
of Arkansas and Missouri that are consuming all the corn through this 
country (they pay $4 per bushel), taking the forage from our horses, 
and leaving the soldiers’ families in a state of suffering, unless they 
pay $4 per bushel for corn for their subsistence. They sell their whisky 


Cnar. XXXIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 867 


for $20 per gallon, making about $60 out of one bushel of corn. It is 
the wish of the majority of the people that there be a stop put to it, 
which we submit to his consideration. 

There are several applications by Missourians to become members of 
my command. My company being full, I cannot take them without per- 
mission to raise another company. ‘You will please let me know what 
I shall do in regard to it. - 

Yours, respectfully, 
T. REVES, 
Captain, Commanding Independent Company Missouri Scouts. ° 


> 
{Indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S RESERVE DIVISION, 
June 15, 1863. 


Respectfully referred to’ Major-General Price, for his information and 


_ action. 
J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 

: Crowley’s Ridge, June 13, 1863. 
Maj. L. A. MACLEAN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Price’s Division : , 

Mason: General Marmaduke, being quite unwell this morning, in- 
deed confined to his bed, directs me to say that, upon arriving upon the 
ridge, he found everything quiet and progressing satisfactorily; Greene’s 
brigade showing an effective total of between 1,400 and 1,500 men. 

The country is filled with rumors of skirmishing and fighting in and 
around Vicksburg and Port Gibson, and the general js satisfied that the 
enemy is re-enforcing as rapidly as possible. Thirty transports, filled 
with troops, passed down the river two nights ago. There are no move- 
ments in the direction of either Memphis or Helena, and late intelligence 
from Colonel Kitchen says that there are no Federals in Missouri south 
of Cape Girardeau and that line. 

A detachment of 250 men and a section of artillery start this morning 
to the Mississippi River above Memphis, for the purpose of firing into 
transports and annoying the enemy generally. 

Papers and information are expected from Helena and Memphis this 
evening, and will be sent down. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. OC. MOORE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
June 14, 1863. 
Maj. L. A. MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Price’s Division : 

MaAsor: I have nothing of special importance to communicate. All 
is quiet here. No movements or indication of same by the Federals 
inland. A scout from the Mississippi River, 30 miles above Memphis, 
reports ten transports passed two days ago, going south, loaded with 
negro troops. Iam firmly of the opinion that all troops that can be 
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spared are being sent to re-enforce Grant; that New Madrid, Memphis, 
and Helena are very weak. 
Very respectfully, 
J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, - 
Shreveport, La., June 15, 1863. 
Maj..Gen. RICHARD TAYLOR, Alexandria: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding, in 
acknowledging the receipt of the report of your operations opposite 
Vicksburg, to say that you have decided wisely in retaining Walker in 
Northern Louisiana, at least for the present. He regrets that you were 
not better supported in carrying out your plans. He does not under- 
stand General Hawes’ conduct; it demands an investigation. I inclose 
an extract of a letter from General Johnston;* he urges a movement for 
the relief of Port Hudson. The commanding general is confident you 
will do all in your power to relieve the garrisons at both places, and 
spare no efforts to throw in supplies when an opportunity offers. 

The suggestion of the Secretary of War relates to interrupting the 
communication on the Mississippi above Vicksburg. Two brigades of 
cavalry with artillery have been sent by General Holmes below the 
mouth of the Arkansas River for that purpose. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. PPRATT: 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARKANSAS DISTRICT, 
Tittle Rock, Ark., June 15, 1863. 
[General PRICE :] 

My DEAR GENERAL: I have received information that the enemy in 
Helena are even less numerous than was indicated to you. Please make 
uo movement to separate your command until you hear further from me, 
but have everything in readiness to move on Missouri. I will probably 
be with you on Wednesday night. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Tieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’s DIVISION, 
Jacksonport, Ark., June 15, 1863. 
Col. JOSEPH O. SHELBY: 

COLONEL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to say 
that you will, without delay, proceed with the cavalry portion of your 
brigade to Fayetteville, Washington County, Arkansas, and there, or 
wheresoever he may be, report to General Steele for duty. Collins’ | 
company of artillery you will at once order to this point, to report to 
these headquarters. 

T have the honor, &c., 
L. A. MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Probably of May 31. See p. 850. 
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OFFICE POST QUARTERMASTER, 
; Jacksonport, Ark., June 15, 1863. 
Major MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, General Price’s Division : 
_ Masor: I have the honor toforward, for your information, the follow- 
ing copy of a dispatch received from the agent of the express line at 
Walnut Bend: : 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER, June 13—8 p. m. 

A pilot, who has been running the river from Memphis to Vicksburg, has succeeded 
in getting off here, and says that if he can get protection from our side, we can capture 
from one to fifteen boats at Island No. 63, where Dobbin has been firing on the trans- 
ports while passing; but the pilots are afraid of being captured and imprisoned, with 
the balance of the crew, when the boat is captured. He says there are fifteen or twenty 
pilots in Merphis who will land a boat when fired into, if they will be protected by 
our forces when captured. He also states that from three to four gunboats are all 
the time stationed at the mouths of White and Arkansas Rivers, to prevent boats from 
going up either of those rivers; but at the mouth of Saint Francis the way is always 
clear. Asmall force at the mouth of that river could at any time capture one of 
those boats, and run them 30 miles up the river. You will please call the attention of 
the proper authorities to this, and I will do what I can to perfect the plan here through 
him. If an arrangement can be made to have Colonel Dobbin on the bank near the 
mouth of the Saint Francis, I will notify him at what time one of these boats will be 
along. Of course, the pilot will have to go back to Memphis to effect the arrangements 
and give me notice here about the time, and what boats willland. You can see all 
the minutiz of the plan, and know what arrangements are necessary for perfecting 
the plan. = % = 

General Burnside’s army is passing down. Ten transports passed yesterday, and 
fifty more reported to be between Cairo and Memphis. His force is estimated at 
25,000. On Wednesday thirty transports passed down laden with troops, with three 


gunboats. 
L. L. MOORE, 
Agent Express Line. 


Lam, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. K. P. PRITCHARD, 
Captain and Acting Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
June 15, 1863. 
[Lieutenant-General HOLMES: | 


GENERAL: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 13th instant, and to report my action thereon. 

As you will see by inclosed extract from Captain Reves’ letter,* my 
front is not menaced ; consequently I have ordered Col. J. O. Shelby, 
with the cavalry portion of his brigade, to report to General Steele, at 
Fayetteville; but as one battery went from this command with Colonel 
Carter’s brigade, I am compelled, unless otherwise ordered by you, to 
retain Collins’ battery, it being the only one now belonging to the cav- 
alry, except two small pieces or mountain howitzers. Two hundred 
and fifty men, with these two small pieces, have been sent to a point on 
the river north of Memphis, and 400 men, with a section of Collins’ 
battery (one piece rifled), have been ordered to a point on the river 
below Memphis, with instructions to harass and injure, as far as prac- 
ticable, the enemy’s transportation of supplies and troops. 

Thirteen companies have reported their company organization, the 
greater portion of whom have been operating with Colonel Kitchen. 
Of those, about 500 are wholly unarmed, and General Marmaduke re- 
ports to me to-day 1,041 unarmed in his command. Whatever means 


*Not found; but see Reves to Marmaduke, June 13, p. 866. 


870 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


you adopt to obtain a supply of arms cannot be too vigorously prose- 
cuted, and I respectfully request attention to the requisitions of my 
ordnance department. 

‘Linclose a copy of a letter received at this point from Mr. L. L. Moore,* 
and have given instructions to the commanders of detachments on the © 
river with a view to carrying out the plan introduced in it. 

[STERLING PRICE, 
Major-General. | 


i HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 

Jacksonport, June 15, 1863. 

Brigadier-General MARMADUKE, 
Commanding Cavalry, ke. : 

GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
direct you to order immediately a force to the Mississippi River, at 
-some point below Memphis, for the purpose of interfering with and in- 
juring, as far as practicable, the enemy’s transportation of supplies and 
troops; this force to consist of one regiment, or, at least, 400 men, 
with one section of Collins’ battery, consisting of one rifle gun and one 
6-pounder; all heavy baggage to be left behind at some depot to be 
established by you, and communication to be kept open and frequent 
with the commanding officer and. these headquarters. I have also to 
state that, under instructions from the lieutenant-general commanding, 
Colonel Shelby’s brigade has this day been ordered to report to General 
Steele. Collins’ battery has been ordered to this point. You will so 
dispose of the remainder of your brigade as to keep the approaches and 
roads which Colonel Shelby now guards thoroughly picketed, and re- 
quire that reports be regularly forwarded from all outposts, with a copy 
thereof direct to these headquarters, if thereby time can be saved. You 
will require the necessary requisitions to be made out for ammunition 
and forwarded to the chief of ordnance without delay. 

Be so good as to state what commanding officers and troops have 
been sent above Memphis, as well as those detailed on this, and let 
them each be made aware of the other’s presence, that they may co- 
operate. 

[L. A. MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General.| 


GENERAL ORDERS, ese TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 19, Shreveport, La., June 15, 1863. 

I. The following-named officers are announced upon the staff of the 
lieutenant-general commanding: Maj. C. E. Carr, assistant quarter- 
master, chief of pay department; Maj. W. H. Haynes, assistant quar- 
termaster, chief of clothing bureau; and Capt. B. W. Marston, assist- 
ant adjutant-general, assistant inspector-general. 

Ii. Maj. J. F. Minter, chief quartermaster, Trans- Mississippi Depart- 
ment, having reported at these headquarters, will enter upon the duties 
of his office in place of Maj. W. H. Thomas, acting chief quartermaster, 
relieved. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. BE. Kirby Smith: 

8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


“ 


* See Pritchard to Maclean, June 15, 1863 p. 869. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIssISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 16, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 


Thave just received your letter of May 8,* and acknowledge its receipt 
through Colonel [J. C.] Ives, who is passing through this place, en route 
for Richmond. 1 will write more in detail by special messenger, who 
leaves in a few days with dispatches for the department. 

My letter of the 9th,t to General Cooper, gives the disposition of the 
troops in the department at thattime. Any changes since made can be 
explained by Colonel Ives, who is also furnished with a return made from 
the information in the office at the time of his arrival. As mails have 

-mniscarried and communication lost, I will refer to matters connected 
with my early arrivalin the department. Crossing the Mississippi early 
in March, I proceeded, as requested by telegram from the Secretary of 
War, to Little Rock, where I remained nearly three weeks, before re- 
turning to Alexandria. I found there a rapidly improving condition of 
affairs, and an increasing confidence manifested in General Holmes’ ad- 
ministration. Men were returning to their colors, and regiments, reduced 
to mere skeletons by events consequent to the retreat from Prairie 
Grove, were rapidly filling up to respectably sized organizations. The 
removal of General Hindman, and the transfer of General Price to this 
department, no doubt in part contributed to these results ; but I believe, 
in a great measure, that the wise and energetic measures taken by Gen- 
eral Holmes in bringing back absentees, providing for the comfort of 
his men, and in dispersing the bands of disaffected throughout the Dis- 
trict of Arkansas brought about this important change. The strength 
of the command in Arkansas had been greatly exaggerated. I found 
two divisions of infantry, each numbering less than 5,000 effective men 
for duty. This, with Steele’s command, which was only anominal one, 
the Indians being at their homes, and Marmaduke’s cavalry, constituted 
the force at the disposal of General Holmes in the District of Arkansas, 
Missouri, and the Indian country. There was a great deficiency of arms 
and equipments; the losses at Prairie Grove and in the retreat in both 
these respects were great. Subsequent examination has shown, what 1 
was convinced of at Little Rock, that the defect of General Holmes’ 
administration was that he has [had] been exercising solely the functions 
of a district commander, has [had] remained at Little Rock, and charged 
himself alone with the interests of the District of Arkansas and the In- 
dian country. There was no general system, no common head ; each dis- 
trict was acting independently. The vast extent of country to be admin- 
istered to, and the absorbing interest of Missouri affairs, with the pros- 
pective hope of advancing into that State, no doubt controlled General 
Holmes in his policy; but I found really that there was no department 
commander; that 1 must begin de novo in any attempt at a general sys- 
tematizing and development of the department resources. -1 determined 
upon Shreveport as geographically the position for department head- 
quarters. It is at the head of water navigation on Red River, and is on 
the direct line of travel from Texas to Richmond. A line of telegraph, 
which I have just had completed, puts it in communication with Little 
Rock and Monroe, and will put it in communication with Richmond 
whenever Vicksburg is open tous. I have taken the initiatory steps 
for connecting this line with the Texas line of telegraph, and with Alex- 
andria, making Shreveport the center of communication, as well as the 
geographical center of the department. 


*See p. 834. +t Relating to operations in Louisiana, and to appear in Vol. XXVI. 
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My chief of ordnance has rented, with the right of purchase within 
two years by the Government, a tract of land in the suburbs of the town 
as the site for an arsenal. Machinery has been erected, a foundry 
established, which will be in operation in a few days, and the necessary 
steps taken for establishing an arsenal of construction, which can be 
extended te meet the general wants. Its vicinity to the iron mines, the 
facilities for transportation, and the inland position of Shreveport make 
it the most desirable selection within the department for such an estab- 
lishment. 

The chief of the clothing bureau reports that before next spring he 
will be prepared to supply, permanently, the troops of the department. 
He has made arrangements for the erection of mills where cloth, hats, — 
&c., can be manufactured. 

. The crops are unusually abundant, and the chief commissary of the 
department reports that under the provisions of the tax bill almost a 
sufficient supply will be obtained for the troops within the department. 
His report will be forwarded, showing the steps taken for the future 
supply of the command, as well as for the troops east of the Mississippi. 
The immediate appointment of assessors by the Treasury Department 
is a necessity. The assessment by those officers must be made and re- 
ported to the quartermaster before the tax can be secured. The ma- 
chinery for the enforcement of the tax should be put to work without 
delay. The wheat crop has already been gathéred, and delay only adds 
to the difficulty of its enforcement. Ihave repeatedly adverted to the 
vast extent of the department, and the inadequate force for its defense. 
The fighting population is with the armies east of the Mississippi. The 
male population remaining are old men, or have furnished substitutes, 
are lukewarm, or are wrapped up in speculations and money-making. It 
will be difficult to develop any force from such material. The conscript 
bureau is defective; has been under no general supervision. I have 
taken it in hand; have appointed General Greer commandant for the 
department, and trust that, when systematized, abuses will be corrected 
and a force brought into the field. 

My duties now and for some time must be principally of an admin- 
istrative character. It is in that field that my usefulness, if I have 
any, will be felt. The department has to be made self-sustaining, and its 
resources developed to that end. The force is not sufficient, threatened 
as the department is at different points, nor are troops prepared in arms 
and equipments for advance on Missouri. Success in the valley of Mis- 
Sissippi, and a relief from the pressure in Louisiana, may accomplish 
this desired end, which, both politically and in a military point of view, 
will be productive of great results. The district commanders are officers 
of merit and ability, and while they have my confidence I shall not take 
the field in person within their district commands, unless a large concen- 
tration of troops becomes necessary, when I shall certainly place myself 
where both inclination and duty call me. General Taylor is command- 
ing the troops within his own district, and is in person with the force 
operating for the relief of Port Hudson. General Walker was left in 
command of the force in Northern Louisiana, and operating opposite 
Vicksburg. They both have instructions to spare no efforts in throwing 
supplies into those places. 

All the disposable force of the department has been thrown to the 
relief of Port Hudson and Vicksburg, and is operating on the Missis- 
sippito thatend. General Tappan’s brigade, of General Price’s division, 
is with General Walker. In addition, two brigades of General Holmes’ 
command, one of infantry and one of cavalry, have been ordered to the 
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Mississippi, above Lake Providence, to break up the Federal system of 

planting, and to annoy, and, if possible, destroy their transports. 
General Holmes telegraphs he can take Helena. He has been ordered 

to take it. 
The report of General Taylor’s operations opposite Vicksburg is for- 
warded. 
I am, with sincere respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 

Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 16, 1863. 
General 8. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, C. 8S. Army, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: I send, by Colonel Ives, a return of the troops of this 
department, omitting those of ‘the District of Louisiana, which have not 
as yet been received, but which will be forwarded as soon as received. 
The regimental returns of a portion of Lieutenant-General Holmes’ com- 
mand, and the muster-rolls of a portion of Major-General Taylor’s com- 
mand, are also forwarded. Orders have been sent for muster-rells of 
all the regiments, to be forwarded at once. I send also the brigade re- 
turns of the troops in the District of Arkansas. The division of Maj. 
Gen. J..G. Walker (Texas troops) has been transferred to the District 
of Louisiana, which accounts for its not appearing on the returns from 
the District of Arkansas. I hope in future to be able to transmit regu- 
larly the returns of the troops of my command. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Thieutenant-General, Commanding. 


[JUNE 16, 1863.—For Smith to Cooper, in relation to negroes taken 
in arms, see Series IT.] 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
June 16, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE: 

GENERAL: You will, without a moment’s delay, countermand the 
marching orders given yesterday to Colonel Shelby’s brigade. They 
will remain where they are until further orders. 

[By order of Major-General Price : 

L. A. MACLEAN, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. | 


HEADQUARTERS PRICEH’S DIVISION, 
Jacksonport, June 16, 1863. 
J. S. MARMADUKE, Brigadier-General, d&c.: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to say 
that you will meet him, with all your available force, at Cotton Plant, 
on Friday, June 26, 1863. You will leave the unarmed men, together 
with 30 armed men of your forces, under charge of a suitable officer, to 
guard the ferry. You will take with you such rations as you can con- 


874 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


vey, not exceeding twenty days’. Only ammunition and supply trains, 
and such wagons as are necessary to carry cooking utensils, will be 
allowed. The troops will march without baggage, except one blanket. 
[By order of Major-General Price: 
L, A. MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. | 


HpDgQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., June 16, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper, Commanding First Brigade : 


GENERAL: I send you copy of instructions given to General Cabell. 
Should there “be any movements of Puillips affecting this command, or 
should he evacuate, you will send information to me at speed, and en- 
deavor to send to General Cabell by a more direct route. The opinion 
is prévalent that Cabell’s brigade is for duty in Northwestern Arkansas, 
and nowhere else. Thisidea I have encouraged, believing that the opin- 
ions of the community here are carried to the enemy, hoping thereby to 
have Phillips’ powers of resistance measured by your power of attack, 
without reference to the troops in Northwestern Arkansas. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


[Inclosure. ] 


HpQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., June 16, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL: 

GENERAL: I wish you to assemble all the mounted portion of your 
brigade in Washington County, except Fitzwilliams’ company, with a 
view to operate upon the line of the enemy’s communications with Fort 
Gibson. Bring together, as soon as you can, all the detached battal- 
ions and companies that can be made available, and, by spies or small 
parties, try to ascertain when a train will be going down; then move 
upon it, capture it, and destroy it if there is any risk of a recapture. 
It is believed that Phillips cannot stay a long time at Gibson, unless 
he receives supplies. As you go up, you will have relays of animals at 
convenient points for the rapid transmission of intelligence. General 
Cooper will follow, in case of the evacuation. of Gibson, sending speedy 
information of the fact, in which case you will endeavor to impede the 
movements of the [enemy] in retreat, until both brigades can bear upon 
him. You will avail yourself of any carelessness on the part of the 
epemy to capture any of his small commands that are scattered over 
the country, whenever it can be done without losing sight of the prin- 
cipal object, viz, to prevent supplies going to Fort Gibson. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 
ee 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 


Shreveport, La., June 17, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLMEs, 


Commanding District of Arkansas, Little Rock : 


GENERAL: By a report from Major Lee, commissary of Brigadier- 
General Steele’s command, it appears he is feeding about 9,000 indi- 
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gent Indians. I am directed by Lieutenant-General Smith to request 
you will, at the earliest moment, furnish him such information as will 
enable him to have acorrect understanding of the case, such as the rea- 
sons making it necessary they should be fed by the Government, under 
what orders and restrictions they are subsisted, and any other informa- 
tion that will enable him to understand the subject correctly before 
forwarding to Richmond estimates for funds for the subsistence depart- 
ment. : 
I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, — 
8S. 8S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ee 


CAMP RYBURN, June 17, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, P. A.C.S., 
Jacksonport : 


: , 

DEAR GENERAL: I reached camp yesterday, and find the command 
in good health and spirits. Many are home, cutting wheat. It is gen- 
erally understood that Colonel Clark will return with an order for the 
election of colonel, and that the election will come off on next Monday. 
It has been generally understood that I am to be the colonel, but I find 
an undercurrent at work which makes the matter not sosure. There 
are several of the captains who are ambitious, and they think by pro- 
moting Lieutenant-Colonel Kitchen that they may stand a chance to 
fill the vacancy, some trusting to election and others to promotion. 
(Hence I have written an official letter upon this subject.) The old 
fable that tells of the mouse releasing a lion might have said that the 
silk-worm could have spun the fiber that confined him, and I may be 
defeated by the small axes that others may want to grind. I do not 
know that Colonel Kitchen will lend himself to this matter, but human 
nature is mighty strong in him, and he may think that I_ may not be 
promoted as rapidly as I expect to be. 

The Iowa troops have left New Madrid for Vicksburg, and the place 
is now garrisoned by 400 of the Fourth Missouri Militia. If I could 
have Jeffers’ regiment next week, the two regiments (about five hundred 
guns for both) can take Madrid in a few minutes, and we can get their 
guns and outfit for our command. I will make all the inquiries neces- 
sary, and, should you allow us to go next week, I will be ready for the 
order whether I am in command or not. 

I have heard of the Republican of the 11th, but there was nothing 
interesting from Vicksburg. 

We have received rumors of the reorganization of the cavalry, but no 
orders on the subject have been received here yet. Should I be elected 
colonel of this regiment, I would prefer not to be brigaded, as I am sure 
that I can soon recruit it up to a brigade. There are already several 
new companies forming of Missourians and also of Arkansians, who 
express a desire to serve under me,and Iam sure that I can recruit 
further for myself than for any other officer that I know of. I am, 
however, willing to serve under anybody, and always prompt in my . 
obedience. I used to except [C. W.] Phifer and Marmaduke, but I will 
except none now. 

With my best respects to Captain and Mrs. Cole, I remain, your obe- 


dient servant 
i ? M. JEFF. THOMPSON. 
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Hpaqrs. GREENE’S BRIGADE, MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
Camp near Wittsburg, June 17, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Jacksonport : 


MAsor: Colonel Campbell reports that his advance failed to draw 
out the enemy; whereupon he, with a light detachment, went down to 
the river, opposite Memphis, and made some demonstration on the levee. 
A picket-boat steamed up and came toward the shore, but did not land. 
He will move his force down this morning. 

I inclose charges against Graham, a citizen, residing near Memphis. 
He is reported as a bad and dangerous man. Colonel C. [Campbell] sent 
him in. 

It is estimated that over 40,000 men went down to Vicksburg during 
the past ten days, consisting of Burnside’s troops from Kentucky and 
Herron’s division from Missouri. The troops have all been withdrawn 
from back of Memphis, except from Corinth. None at Bolivar, Jack- 
son, &ec. 

I am now satisfied that Grant has not retired from the front of Vicks- 
burg, which is closely besieged: Johnston is at Black River Bridge. 
Banks still invests Port Hudson, and, notwithstanding corroboratory 
statements, itis doubtful that Kirby Smith has crossed the river. Ican 
hear nothing of the Milliken Bend affair, and doubt it entirely. Isend 
late papers. We hear heavy firing in the direction of Memphis. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., June 17, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL, Fort Smith: 


GENERAL: I have just received your letter of this morning. The 
length of your stay on the north side of the river will be governed by 
circumstances which may arise. One object that I hope to obtain is to 
find out what effective force you have. Hill’s and Crawford’s battalions, 
with the two regiments and battery, are, I think, large enough to accom- 
plish the object indicated. Sending an infantry regiment would prevent 
the rapidity of movement essential to the object in view. The order was 
given after a careful consideration of the circumstances, and will not be 
changed unless new ones arise. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


OFFICE PosT QUARTERMASTER, 
Jacksonport, Ark., June 18, 1863. 
Major [L. A.] MACLEAN, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Magsor: I have the honor to copy a letter received from L. L. Moore, 
agent of the express line, dated Mississippi River, June 16, 1863, 10 
p. m.: 

MIssissipP! River, June 16, 1863—10 p. m. 
Captain PRITCHARD: 

I have delayed until now, waiting for Ingram, agent of the Jackson (Miss.) line. 

Have, up to this hour, heard nothing from him. I have no positive news from 
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Vicksburg. On the river it is reported that we are still safe, and our army confident. 
Chalmers is at Byhalia, Miss. I have tried to get the Memphis papers of the 14th, but 
failed. Parties who read them report nothing new, and all quiet. River reports say 
Rosecrans has gone to Vicksburg. Yesterday five boats passed down with troops 
(1,500). The boats going up, until thisevening, were either hospitalsor empty. To- 
night (10 p. m.) five have passed up ; three heavily loaded ; could not see what with. 
I inclose a register, kept each day from daylight till 10 p.m. While writing this, 
four boats have met and passed in view of this point. There is more activity to-day 
than usual. No gunboats have passed. On all transports, I am told, are one or two 
pieces of artillery ; very few troops visible. What fine service for a regiment of cav- 
alry, with a battery, or even a section of artillery! We could render our hard-pressed 
friends at Vicksburg great service. The capture of one transport here (Walnut Bend) 
or at Council Bend would stop transportation for two days, at least, which might be 
all-important. The channel of the river here is not over 600 yards from shore, and 
boats oftener run in 250 yards than beyond that distance. At Council Bend, I am 
told, it is quite as near, and more room in the rear for retreat, but retreat would not 
be necessary at all, in case flat-boats can be had on the Saint Francis, to cross artil- 
lery, and the horses could swim at ahunared places. There is plenty of corn and bacon 
to feed a regiment a month here, over and above supplies for the citizens. Most of the 
families and negroes are gone. There are no gunboats convoying the transports. 
Two pieces of artillery, 5 miles apart, could stop any transport passing up or down. 
This is a list of transports: : 
UP. 


June 13.—City of Memphis, light; Izetta, with 100 prisoners and three hospital 
boats. 

June 14.—Luminary, empty, and Warner, empty. 

June 15.—Ike Hammet, barge and cotton; tow-boat Wilson, two barges; Evans- 
ville, cotton; , light; Sultan, light ; City of Alton, light, and Black Hawk, light. 

June 16.—Six transports, three loaded (at night). 

DOWN. 

June 13.—Two tow-boats, with coal, hay, &c.; one large boat (night), and four tow- 

boats. 


June 15.—Five transports with troops. 
June 16.—City of Memphis, Luminary, Atlantic, and two transports, with commis- 


sary stores. 
L. L. MOORE, 
Agent Line of Couriers. 


This is forwarded for your information. 


I am, major, respectfully, 
J. K. P. PRITCHARD, 
Captain and Acting Quartermaster. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
No. —. Jacksonport, Ark., June 18, 1863. 


I. Price’s division will be prepared for an attack upon Helena, and 
will rendezvous, by the most practicable routes, at Cotton Plant on Fri- 
day, June 26, 1863. That portion of the cavalry now on outpost duty 
will not be embraced in this order, but will continue in the execution of 
existing orders. ; 

II. Fagan’s brigade will be prepared for an attack upon Helena, and 
will, by the most practicable route, reach Clarendon on Friday, June 
26, 1863. 

Til. Generals Price and Fagan will give the necessary instructions 
to supply their commands with at least twenty days’ rations. 

IV. Only ammunition and supply trains and such wagons as are nec- 
essary to carry cooking utensils will be allowed. The troops will march 
without baggage except one blanket. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes: 

JOHN W. HINSDALE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


878 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


Hp@rs. GREENE’S BRIGADE, MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
June 19, 1863. J 
Major [HENRY] EWING, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Magorn: I am informed by Colonel Campbell, whose information is 
received through a source entitled to serious consideration, that the 
enemy is concentrating a heavy cavalry force at Ironton, 6,000 to 7,000 
strong, with a view to a raid into Arkansas. The force is commanded 
by General Jeff. C. Davis, and will march the last of this or the first of 
next week. I consider the information of sufficient importance to send 
a-courier at once. 

Our late experience in Missouri would lead to the belief that the en- 
emy holds in hand a large cavalry force in that State, and I noticed a 
reference to this fact in a late Federal paper. The point was the same 
as that named above, at which this force was said to be; and their re- 
cent successes in Mississippi (Grierson’s) and Tennessee might encour- 
age them to undertake this expedition. Large quantities of forage and 
a great deal of beef-cattle can be obtained east of Saint Francis River, 
and it is my opinion that that den of smugglers, negro thieves, deserters, 
and dealers in counterfeit money should be thoroughly scourged. Colo- 
nel C. [Campbell] again reports that much damage can be done to the 
enemy on the river with a battery of 6 and 12 pounder guns, and with @ 
safety. What shall I do with the large number of prisoners now under 
charges of desertion, counterfeiting, &c.? Shall I send all the citizens 
against whom the charges seem to be well founded to Little Rock; and 
can a guard be furnished anywhere between here and there? 

I should state that the person bringing the information above men- 
tioned is two days from Saint Louis. ~ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, de. 


P. S.—We greatly [need] ammunition of all kinds. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Little Rock, Ark., June 21, 1863. 
General STERLING PRICE: 

GENERAL: I have the sanction of General Smith for our operations, 
and also a letter from the Secretary of War, advising or suggesting it. 
I have no further suggestions to make, except that, instead of going to 
Cotton Plant, you had better go immediately to Switzer’s, or, as it is 
cra on the map, Oakland Post-Office, leaving Cotton Plant to your 
right. 

Please say to General Marmaduke that I have his appointment, dated 
back to November. Use him and his cavalry to stop all intercourse 
with the enemy. Fagan is ready and in high condition and spirits. 

I am, general, very truly, yours, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Lieutenant- General. 


MISSISSIPPI RIVER, June 2:1, 1863—4 a. m. 
Captain [J. K. P.] PRitcHarp: 

1 can get no papers. Three tow-boats have passed down since Wed- | 
nesday, one of them light, Seven passed up light. The steamer Dove 
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went down last night; came up to-day with one piece of artillery, 40 
men, and the horses harnessed. Rumors in lieu of news. Three men 
crossed here this evening. They reported heavy fighting at Vicksburg 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, and firing heard on Monday morning. 
No particulars had reached Jackson when they left. The Yankees 
came to Hernando last Thursday, and a party went within 3 miles of 
Senatobia; also a party of them as far down as Grenada, to burn the 
railroad bridge. Dobbin and Young within 12 miles of Helena. 
Respectfully, 


L. L. MOORE, 
Agent of Express Line. 


[Indorsement. ] 
[Maj. L. A. MACLEAN, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General :| ; 


MaAJsor: This is all of importance that came by this line last night. 
J. K. P. PRITCHARD, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, Ark., June 22, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, 
Commanding, &e., Jacksonport, Ark. : 


GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to inform 
you that full authority is granted you to return to duty any person in 
your command under arrest whom you may so desire. 

Iam, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
W. B. BLAIR, © 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
Jacksonport, Ark., June 22, 1863. 
Major-General PRICE, 
Commanding Division : 


GENERAL: I have this moment received a dispatch from Captain 
Reves, which I inclose. I send this dispatch to-night, as I deem it an 
important one. You will remember that Col. Colton Greene has twice 
written me on this subject—the facts about the same as Reves sends ; 
that Greene’s informant was (as he says) just from Saint Louis, and a 
reliable man. I have previously informed you that I thought the Fed- 
erals would make a cavalry raid. I am now almost convmeed of it, and 
as the preparation is made at Ironton, and not Rolla, I think they pro- 
pose to march on Batesville or Jacksonport, and perhaps farther south. 
I have put Burbridge in command of the outposts (Colonels Coleman 
and Wood excepted, as they are not under my orders), and have in- 

- formed him of Greene’s letter; have also advised him of your forces 
‘moving toward Helena. I leave here early to-morrow morning. 
Very respectfully, 
J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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CAMP ON CURRENT RIVER, 
Four miles above Doniphan, June 21, 1863. 
General MARMADUKE, Jacksonport: 

GENERAL: Scouts returning from 6 miles of Ironton report 6,000 
Federals there, nearly all mounted, and they are trying to mount all; 
1,000 at Bailey’s, 8 miles from Patterson, on the Ironton road; they 
are cavalry also; 100 at Centreville, in Reynolds County, all lying 
still, sending out no'scouts. It is rumored there that they are pre- 
paring to go northwest. They are expecting us to attack them daily. 

T. REVES, | 
Captain, Commanding Independent Company of Scouts. 


HEADQUARTERS MISSOURI CAVALRY REGIMENT, 
Camp at Russells Ferry, June 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, 
Commanding Frontier, at Jacksonport, Ark.: 

GENERAL: I have just received a dispatch from Colonel Kitchen, 
who saw the Saint Louis Republican of the 16th. Lee has invaded 
Pennsylvania with a force estimated at 90,000. Chambersburg, Pa., and 
Hagerstown, Md., are in our possession. Lincoln calls for 100,000 mili- 
tia to repel the invasion. Federals are moving their supplies from Aquia 
Creek to Alexandria, and have changed their base of operations. A 
battle is daily expected there. No change in matters at Vicksburg. 
Rebel privateers are making sad havoc with Federal shipping on the 
Atlantic. My scouts report but few Federals at Rolla and Ironton. 
All the regular troops have been sent to Vicksburg. I have given strict 
orders to all my outposts to allow no one, under any circumstances, to 
pass north. I will use every precaution to prevent the movement of 
our army at Jacksonport from being known by the enemy. If an ad- 
vance is made in this direction, I will harass and impede his progress as 
much as possible. I have built a good bridge across Black River at 
this point, and my wagons are now crossing upon it. If I should be 
ordered to leave this point, 1 think it should be sent to Jacksonport. 

T am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. Q. BURBRIDGE, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


| MISSISSIPPI RIVER, Jwne 22, 1863.—8 a. m. 
[Capt. J. K. P. PRITCHARD :] 


CAPTAIN: I fear the report of the Federals between Panola and 
Grenada true. J have nothing from Ingram yet. The steamer Dove 
passed up last evening, and at 11 o’clock last night shelied my friend 
Clampett’s place, in Council Bend. Nodamage done. I heard thirteen 
shots here very distinctly. It is 8 miles from here to Clampett’s by 
land and 23 by water. I rode through, beating a boat that passed here 
the same time I started three-quarters of an hour. Artillery is firing 
on a boat here. Could go across the point and prepare for action at 
Clampett’s before the boat could reach there. So, if we failed to catch 
her at one point, we could make another trial at the other. The channel 
is near shore at both places. A quick and energetic commander could 
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do wonders here. Colonel] Campbell is too high up, or we want another 
body of. troops here. 

The gunboat that went down as a convoy this morning had very 
heavy guns, twelve in number. She is new and formidable in appear- 
ance. Also a large barge, with six heavy cannon and stocks on it. 

I have no reliable news from Vicksburg. Rumors confirm a three 
days’ fight. Grant badly whipped, and asked for an armistice of three 
days to bury his dead. Johnston replied that he was in command of 
the boys now, and that they had commenced in earnest. 

L. L. MOORE, 
Agent [Express] Line. 
‘ [Indorsement. ] 
[Maj. L. A. MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General :] 


Magsor: This is a copy of Moore’s dispatch to me: 
PASSED DOWN. 


June 21.—Gunboat, twelve guns; ordnance boat; Jacob Strader, troops; Prima 
Donna, troops; White Cloud, ordnance; Liberty, quartermaster’s stores, and Orderly, 


light. 
J. K. P. PRITCHARD, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS MISSOURI CAVALRY REGIMENT, 
Camp at Russells Ferry, June 23, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, in the Field : 

Mason: A scout of 100 Federals came to Thomasville, Mo., on last 
Friday, and destroyed several mills in that vicinity. They evidently 
were on a robbing expedition, and after a few hours’ stay retreated in the 
direction of Rolla. All quiet in the direction of Ironton. Noone willbe 
allowed to pass my lines going north until further orders from General 
Marmaduke. Iam using every effort to induce the enemy to believe 
that our army at Jacksonport is preparing to move into Missouri; stop- 
ping all communication will have that effect. Federals from Ironton 
are sending no scouts in this direction. That looks a little like they are 
massing their forces for a forward move, but I will keep a close watch 
upon them. I think as soon as things develop themselves on the Mis- 
sissippi_ River that they will move in this direction. I would like to, 
have authority, in case this happens, to order Colonels Wood and Cole- 
man to join me. Colonel Wood has four small guns that could be used 
to some advantage. Success attend you. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. Q. BURBRIDGE, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


HpDQRS. GREENE’S BRIGADE, MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
Camp near Wittsburg, June 23, 1868. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, Assistant Adjutant-General, Jacksonport : 
Masor: I shall move to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. From my 
line above Helena on the river, I learn that Grant made three assaults , 
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upon Vicksburg on the 15th instant, and was repulsed with heavy loss— 
loss greatly exceeding his late disasters. On the 14th and 15th, John- 
ston marched from Canton and Jackson with a heavy train of ammu- 
nition and provisions for Vicksburg. Bowen and Walker command the 
advance; Breckinridge the rear. 

Southern accounts report that A. P. Hill, with the Stonewall Corps, 
totally defeated Milroy, and drove him across the Potomac with great 
slaughter. 

It was rumored last night that the enemy landed a considerable cav- 
alry force near Memphis, on this side, yesterday. Jimmediately started 
two reliable men to ascertain the facts. 

' Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
June 23, 1863—4 a. m. 
Major [L. A.] MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : ; 


I have just returned from a 12-mile ride and across the river after 
news. I send you for General Price the Memphis Bulletin of the 20th. 
No tidings from Ingram yet. Last night a fire was seen directly east of 
here; to-day we have news of the Federals in 24 miles of Commerce, 
burning every house as they pass. Chalmers fired into three boats last 
Thursday ; struck one boat nine times in eighteen shots, once in her 
boiler. Chalmers had a fight with the enemy between Hernando and 
Nonconnab; killed 20, wounded 30, and captured 60 prisoners and 100 
horses. This I believe reliable, as I heard it from different sources, one 
direct from Memphis and the other at Austin. Rumors that the Fed- 
erals last Thursday burned Panola; no particulars. Dr. Dunn’s son, 
from Helena, says it is common talk among the citizens there that Grant 
has been badly whipped at Vicksburg, and is completely surrounded. 
The citizens are wishing every day for General Price to come with his 
forces to the Mississippi River and close in on all below. <A large force 
here could do it, and prevent the destruction of their property on the 
river, while a small force would only exasperate them and cause them 
to destroy all the property in reach of them. The country between 
Saint Francis and Mississippi has never been drawn on for provisions, 
and is the most plentiful portion of Arkansas I have yet seen, and you 
know I have had some opportunity of knowing. Most of the planters 
have moved off, leaving all their corn, and in many cases their bacon. 
This and Council Bend are good places to fire on boats. I would like 
- see two heavy pieces of artillery here, with a regiment to support 
them. 
el L. L. MOORE, 

Agent | xpress Line}. 


[Indorsement. } 


Masor: This is the latest, and copied at midnight. I forward all 
your mails. 
- Respectfully, 
J. K. P. PRITCHARD, 
Captain. 
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Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, June 23, 1863. 
Captain [W. H.] SHANNON, 
Commanding Company near Evansville, Ark. : 


CAPTAIN: I am directed by the general commanding to write to you in 
regard to certain complaints of the conduct of some of your men, which 
have reached his ears from various quarters, but more particularly from 
Mr. Ewing, who states that a conspiracy has been entered into between 
some of yourmentomurderandrobhim. This utter disregard of person 
and property by men in the Confederate service must and shall be put an | 
end to; and I am instructed by General Steele to say that you will be 
held personally and strictly accountable for any outrages committed by 
your men. The question as to whether aman is “Union” or not is not 
one which should be considered at all, provided he is at home attending 
to his business, and not violating any of the laws of the country or the 
Rules and Articles of War. What a man’s sentiments or opinions may 
be is not asufficient cause for punishment, particularly by irresponsible 
parties, who, if permitted to judge as to whois or who is not “ Union,” 
would rob friend or foe. The general commanding directs that you at 
once collect all the men belonging to your company, and any stragglers 
from other companies, and report without delay to your regiment. 


Very respectfully, 
B. G. DUVAL, 
Tneutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


“Fort SMITH, ARK., June 24, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General SMITH: 


GENERAL: I have, after some thought, determined to write you a 
minute letter, for the purpose of giving you an insight into affairs in 
this portion of your command—an insight which I have obtained only 
after months’ service. I take the liberty without, perhaps, an acquaint- 
ance to justify it, but relying upon the character you, in common with 
most officers of the old army, have borne. Should it not correspond 
with your ideas of propriety, send it back; only give me credit for a 
desire to serve the cause we are engaged in. I have been placed in a 
command not sought by me, and which had been declined by others to 
whom it had been offered by General Holmes, as it was thought to be a 
graveyard for reputations. Icame here a stranger, with troops terribly 
demoralized and without supplies or transportation. I have had many 
difficulties to surmount, which, when overcome, show nothing except to 
the close and experienced observer, and not the least of the difficulties I 
have had to contend with has been the want of competent and reliable 
officers in the staff department. The country under my command con- 
tains a number of stations which are too remote for my personal con- 
trol, and in many of them I fear there has been great irregularity ; if 
not knowing, every day convinces me more and more that knavery is 
predominant, and I have lately been confirmed in the opinion that there 
isan extensive combination to control the purchases in Northern Texas. 
It is a fact of common notoriety that fortunes have been made during 
this war, not only by speculators, but by some of the disbursing officers. 
This fact is not sufficient to ground charges upon, but it is a sufficient 
cause for distrust and for the desire to have nothing to do with these 
officers. For these reasons I dislike to have the quartermasters and 
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commissaries, most of them, who have been operating here and on Red 
River, under former commanders. Major [N. B.] Pearce, chief commis- 
sary of Texas, and Major [Thomas] Lanigan, now on duty in Northern 
Texas, have both of them, according to report, been too intimate with 
certain speculators from this place, now in Northern Texas. Both of 
the officers referred to are strangers to me, as well as the speculators 
referred to. These speculators control large sums of money, and have 
some political influence. All has been, or will be, brought to bear to 
bring or keep here such agents of the Government as are useful to them. 

The delegate from the Nation brought a scheme, approved by the 
President, for a separate and permanent command in the Indian coun- 
try. The exact nature of his instructions I do not know, not having 
seen them, but it has had the effect to set to work all the machinery 
that could be brought to bear by each, in force, of the two brigades who 
are now under my command. Promotion and command for some and 
money for others will be the mainsprings of action in the changes that 
“may be urged to be made in this country. Major Lee, commissary, is 
now engaged in following up some of the rascally indications. I shall 
dislike very much to lose Major Lee’s services. I think they are of 
more importance here now than they ever have been in any new field 
ot operations. 

The Indian command is a large one to feed. The indigent loyal In- 
dians have been supported at the expense of the Government supplies. 
This has been a ma*ter of necessity, and is still, though to a less extent. 
‘he Cherokee refugees will refuse assistance much longer than others. 
Indian troops you are familiar with. Col. Stand Watie is the only one 
of the command, as far as I know, who is above the ordinary, mark. 

The Creeks appear to be especially unreliable. With these troops, 
and without proper artillery, it would be foolish to attempt to take Fort 
Gibson. Iam, therefore, attempting to force the enemy out by cutting 
off his supplies, with a good prospect of success. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MISSOURI CAVALRY REGIMENT, 
Camp at Russells Ferry, June 25, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EwIne, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, in the Field : 


Major: No news from the enemy to-day. A Federal scout of 250 
nen crossed Little Black at Ponder’s Mill on last Sunday. I pursued 
them with about 300, when they retreated toward Patterson. Colonel 
Campbeil and Captain Reves are certainly mistaken about the num- 
ber of the enemy at Ironton. They have between 3,000 and 4,000 men. 
There is no doubt that the enemy have sent a great many men to Vicks- 
burg from the vicinity of Ironton. Three thousand men were shipped 
ut one time. Itis absurd to think that the enemy were preparing to 
move in this direction with their present force. When they hear that 
our army has left Jacksonport and gone in the direction of Helena, they 
will move in this direction, and not until then. I will use every effort 
to prevent them receiving that information. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. Q. BURBRIDGH, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 
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CAMP JOHNSON, THREE MILES ABOVE DONIPHAN, 
ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE RIVER, 
June. 25, 1863. 
[Col. JOHN Q. BURBRIDGE:| 
GENERAL: Our scouts, who have just returned from near Ironton, 
report a heavy concentration of cavalry at that point, estimated at 15,000 
or 20,000. They are collecting all their forces from the north and north- 
west portions of the State to this point. There is alarger cavalry force 
at Ironton than ever before known to be at that point. They are daily 
expecting the advance of General Price’s army. They are commanded 
by General Davidson. McNeil’s command is also at Ironton. Their 
picket is stationed at Big Creek Bridge, about 8 miles above Patterson. 
. They are about 300 in number; their scouts all coming as low down as 
Greenwood Valley. They have also reported the country to be full of 
rebels. I send you a paper of the 20th. 
B. A. JOHNSON, 
First. Lieut., Comdg. Reves’ Co. of Missouri Scouts, on Outpost Duty. 


ForRT SMITH, ARK., June 25, [1863.] 
Brigadier-General CABELL, Commanding : 

GENERAL: I received last night a letter from General Cooper, dated 
23d, in which he says: 

I will send to-day a force of about 1,000 mounted men up west side of Grand River 
to intercept and capture the anticipated train, should it come down on that side of the 
river. Colonel Watie, with 500 men, will proceed as far up as Cabin Creek. 

He does not say that he has any positive information in regard to the 
train. It is reported from unofficial sources that the Osages have re- 
ported the train as coming. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST, 
Jackson, Miss., June 26, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. E. KiRBy SMITH, 
Commanding, &c., Trans- Mississippi Department : 

GENERAL: You have probably learned before this reaches you of the 
critical aspect of affairs at Vicksburg. General Pemberton is closely 
invested with his garrison, numbering about 18,000 effectives. It is 
impossible with the force the Government has put at my disposal to 
raise the siege of the city; the most that I can do is possibly to extri- 
cate the army, leaving the place in possession of the enemy. If forced 
to the alternative, this is what I shall be compelled to do, however re- 
luctantly. Our only hope of saving Vicksburg now depends on the 
operations of your troops on the other side of the river. General Pem- 
berton says he has provisions for a fortnight; perhaps he has them for 
a longer time. Now, if you can contrive either to plant artillery on the 
Mississippi banks, drive beef into Vicksburg, or join the garrison, should 
it be practicable or expedient, we may be able to save the city. Your 
troops up to this time have done nothing. Placing the highest confi- 
dence in your intelligence, skill, enthusiasm, and appreciation of the 
mighty stake involved in the great issue now pending, I have earn- 
estly to suggest that you will repair with ail possible dispatch in person 
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to the scene of action, and do whatsoever in your judgment you may 
deem best to accomplish the immense result of saving Vicksburg and 
our communications with your department. 
I am, very truly, yours, 
J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


[P. S.]|—An intelligent officer, who brought dispatches from General 
Pemberton, expresses confidence that if your troops could send in 
abundance of cattle, and themselves (8,000) join the garrison, the place 
would be saved. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Clarendon, June 26, 1863. 
General STERLING PRICE, Commanding Column : 
My DEAR GENERAL: I deeply regret your misfortune. Please in- 
form me immediately on the receipt of this your exact condition, your 
ability to proceed, and what are the probable obstacles you will have 
to contend with, where General Marmaduke is, and where he will join 
you. 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
LTieutenant- General. 


I am, general, very respectfully, 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
Switzer’s, June 26, 1863. 
Major [L. A.] MACLEAN, Assistant Adjutant- General: 

MAJor: Shelby’s and Greene’s brigades and trains have arrived safely 
at this point. They will camp to-night some 3 or 4 miles from this 
point, on road to Helena. Nonews from Helena, nor of General Holmes. 
My headquarters will be at this point until to-morrow morning, and 
orders will reach me here. My troops will remain in their camp of to- 
night until further orders from ‘General Price. Please send me any 
letters or papers for me or my division. 

Very respectfully, 
: J. S. MARMADUKE, ° 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MCRAF’s BRIGADE, 
Camp Cache River, June 26, [1863|—9 p. m. 
Major |L, A.] MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Price’s Division : 

Magor: I am under the necessity of informing you that it is utterly 
impossible to get my train across Cache. None of my commissary or 
regimental wagons and but two ordnance wagons have arrived. My 
battery is over all safe, except the battery wagon, which is mired. The 
way this side of the bridge is entirely impassable for wagons until it is 
cross-laid, which cannot be done to-night, as my men are worn out. I 
have had 200 men on fatigue there since 6 o’clock. The mud is so deep 
on this side of the bridge that mules cannot stand up, and it is so dark 
in the bottom that men can neither see to work nor drive. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, 
é D. McRAE, 
Brigadier-General. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, oo ee DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 1. In the Field, Clarendon, June 26, 1863. 


I. The movement against Helena will be under the immediate direc- 
tion of the lieutenant-general commanding the district. . 

II. Major-General Price, with the forces now under his command, 
will constitute the first column, and will march from Switzer’s, on the 
direct road to Helena, keeping his cavalry well in advance. He will 
communicate with headquarters at the close of each day’s march. Briga- 
dier-Generals Fagan’s and L. M. Walker’s brigades will constitute the 
second column, of which Walker’s brigade will be the advance, and will 
rendezvous at a point hereafter to be designated. Fagan’s brigade will 
march on the lower Little Rock road. 

III. On the march the troops will be kept well in hand, and regi- 
mental and company commanders are made responsible that no man 
leaves‘the ranks without the permission of his company commander. . 
A violation of this will be followed by the immediate arrest of the delin- 
quent officer. 

IV. The trains wiil be so ordered that they cannot interfere with the 
operation of the troops, who must always be ready to form line of battle 
at a moment’s notice. The chief quartermaster of the first column and 
the quartermaster of Fagan’s brigade will have charge of the trains, 
except the ordnance wagons, of their respective columns. They will be 
aided by the brigade and regimental quartermasters, the latter being 
required to remain at all times with their respective trains. 

VY. The chief medical officer of the first column, and the senior surgeon 
of Fagan’s brigade, will have the control of the ambulances of their re- 
spective columns. The ambulances will be kept with the brigades to 
which they belong, and will not be used for any other purpose than the 
transportation of the sick and wounded. 

VI. Capt. R. M. Gaines, jr., is announced as chief quartermaster of 
field transportation on the staff of the lieutenant-general commanding. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes : 

. JOHN W. HINSDALE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Clarendon, June 27, 1863—S8 a. m. 
General STERLING PRICE, Commanding Column : 

My DEAR GENERAL: Fagan moved forward this morning, and will 
beatTrenton on Monday. I will proceed toTrenton at once, where your 
answer to this will find me. I sent a courier to you yesterday, who has 
not returned. Please keep me advised daily of everything connected 
with your command. Until otherwise advised, you can find me at 
Trenton. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Ineutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Camp near Bayou de View, Saturday, June 27, 1863—1 p. m. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. Hotmes, Commanding, dc. : 
GENERAL: I have already informed you of the unavoidable delay of 
my command by the extraordinary rains of the last four days. LI arrived 
at and crossed Cache River with my cavalry on Thursday morning, and 
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ordered General Marmaduke to encamp that night at Switzer’s. This 
he did. The infantry was, however, in consequence of the rapid rise of 
Cache River, unable to finish the crossing of that stream with their — 
trains before 4 o’clock yesterday afternoon, having fasted from daybreak 
of the previous day. I had meanwhile caused Bayou de View.to be 
bridged, and the bottom on each side of it to be causewayed, as also 
Caney Creek; but thé very heavy rains of yesterday and last night 
raised both the bayou and the creek so much as to sweep away the 
bridges, and to render the bottoms utterly impassable. Large working 
parties, limited only by the number of axes and tools in the command, 
have been kept constantly employed, and I am using every energy to 
the repair of the bridges and road. I hope to get over Bayou de View 
to-night or to-morrow. J shall have then to wait for the fall of Caney 
Creek, which is swimming, and which I have no means to bridge. The 
citizens of the vicinity inform me that it generally becomes fordable 
within twenty-four to forty-eight hours after the rains cease. I shall 
not depend upon its fall, however, but will do all that my limited means 
make possible to cross it. I have reduced my transportation to the 
very least possible amount, and can move rapidly whenever the waters 
will permit me to move at all. General Marmaduke remains in the 
neighborhood of Switzer’s, with Greene’s and Shelby’s brigades. 

I have, general, the honor to be, with the greatest, &c., your obedient 


servant 
STERLING PRICE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, 
Camp Cache River, June 27, [1863]—1 p. m. 
Major [L. A.] MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Price’s Division : 
Mayor: I have the honor to report that my train is now across Cache, 
and that General Parsons is crossing, and will soon be over. 
J remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. McRAB, 
Brigadier- General. 


BAYOU DE VIEW, June 27, 1863. 
Major [THomAS L.] SNEAD, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Mason: In consequence of yesterday’s and last night’s rain, the 
bayou is rapidly rising, and repairs that would have cost twenty-four 
hours’ labor will now require forty-eight, provided it rains no more. 
The cavalry and train have all crossed, but it will be a physical.impos- 
sibility for the infantry train to get over. There is a ferry-boat that 
can put over four wagons the hour. 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN MHOON, 
Tieutenant, Engineer. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
‘ Switzer’s, June 27, 1863. 
Maj. Tomas L. SNEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Price’s Division: 
Mayor: Greene’s brigade is camped 5 miles beyond this; Shelby 3 
miles beyond Greene; both on the Helena road, via Moro. There is no 
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forage in this country, nor where Shelby and Greene are now camped. 
I learn that I can get forage, and, perhaps, meal and beef-cattle some 20 
miles from here, on the Helena road. I will still be some distance from 
General Walker’s force, which is picketing all approaches to Helena. 
I desire to move my command to the point where [ can get forage and 
subsistence, and at the same time I can effectually stop all passing to 
and from Helena. ; 
Very respectfully, 
: J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[P.S.]—Nothing heard from General Holmes, Fagan, or from Helena. 
Please send any letter for me or my division. 


HEADQUARTERS, June 27, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Mason: The scout sent to Memphis report no enemy on this side in 
that direction. They left Marion day before yesterday, and heard heavy 
firing toward Memphis. It is supposed that Forrest had attacked the 
place. He captured a force sent out the day before. Citizens at Mar- 
ion, just from the river, heard the fire of small-arms. Captain Randall 
informs me that during our demonstration near Memphis, troops were 
sent from Helena, which returned to that place since he made his last. 
report, and gave rise to the rumor that Helena was re-enforced. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, &e. 


MILITARY SPECIAL ORDERS, EXECUTIVE DEPT. OF MISSOURI, 
No. 12. Little Rock, Ark., June 27, 1863. 


I. Col. Waldo P. Johnson, of the Provisional Army of the Confed- 
erate States of America, having been authorized by Lieutenant-General 
Smith, commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department, to go into the 
State of Missouri and there enlist for twelve months volunteer compa- 
nies for the service of the Confederate States, authority is hereby granted 
to Col. Waldo P. Johnson by himself, or his agent therefor by him ap- 
pointed in writing, toimpress, in the name of the State of Missouri, and 
on its credit, all supplies which he may deem necessary or useful in his 
recruiting service. 

Ii. Whenever supplies are impressed under this order, a written cer- 
tificate shall be given to the person from whom the same are impressed, 
setting forth the quantity, description, and market value thereof, the 
person from whom and the place at which they are taken, that the 
same are impressed under this order, and that compensation will here- 
after be made therefor on satisfactory evidence of the loyalty of the 
owner thereof to the State of Missouri and the Confederate States of 
America during the present war. 

[iI. A full and accurate account shall be rendered to the quarter- 
master-general of the State of Missouri of all property impressed under 
this order, specifying, as far as possible, the supplies used before and 
those used after the muster into the Confederate service of the company 
to which the recruits receiving such supplies may belong. 
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IV. Every appointment by Col. Waldo P. Johnson of an agent under 
this order shall be accompanied by a copy of this order, certified by 
Col. Waldo P. Johnson, and no such agent shall have any authority to 
appoint any sub-agent unless expressly thereto authorized in writing by 


Col. Waldo P. Johnson. 
THOS. C. REYNOLDS, 
Gov. of Missouri and Commander-in- Chief Missourt State Guard. 


[Indorsements. } ° 
JUNE 27, 1863. 
Haying authorized Col. Edward B. Hull to recruit in the State of 
Missouri, he is hereby authorized to exercise the following powers, 
granted in the foregoing order of Thomas C. Reynolds, Governor of the 
State of Missouri, to wit: When he recruits troops for the Confederate 
service, he is authorized to impress provisions for his men and forage 
for their teams, and also the necessary transportation, keeping an ac- 
curate account’of the amount taken and the disposition made of the 
same, being careful in all proceedings to conform strictly with the pro- 


visions of said order. 
WALDO P. JOHNSON, 
LTieutenant-Colonel Fourth Missouri Infantry. 


Colonel Hull is authorized to empower as many as Six persons to im- 
press supplies, in compliance with the foregoing order. 


TYLER, TEX., November 2, 1863. 


Captain Chambers is authorized to exercise the powers granted in 
the foregoing order for all troops raised under my orders. 
E. B. HULL, 
Colonel on Recruiting Service. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Trenton, June 28, 1863—3 p. m. 
General STERLING PRICE: 

My DEAR GENERAL: I have just heard from Fagan; he will be here 
to-night. I sincerely hope you will be able to move soon and rapidly, 
but always in perfect order, and without haste or disorder. In the 
mean time keep Marmaduke well in advance toward La Grange, where 
I am assured there is plenty of forage. This disposition of him will 
protect your left and front, and enable him to relieve Walker’s pickets 
toward the Saint Francis, so far as pickets are necessary to prevent 
persons from going into Helena, Ihave directed General [L. M.] Walker 
to withdraw all his pickets from that direction. His brigade is 4 miles 
east of Big Creek, on the Little Rock road; his pickets close to Helena. 
I wish you to march your infantry and artillery on the Spring Creek 
road, and we will all assemble at its junction with the Little Rock road 
and make our final dispositions. Marmaduke will rejoin you from La 
Grange at that point by a road called “Scrouge-about” road. Please 
direct him to keep his scouts’well out toward the Saint Francis River 
and Helena. Please be particular to notify Marmaduke, so as to keep 
him in the advance, and let him precede you. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 
.TH. H. HOLMES, 
LTieutenant- General. 
P. S.—Please let. me hear from*you daily. 


Cuar. XXXIV.} CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 891 


HEADQUARTERS PRick’s DIVISION, 
Camp five miles east of Switzer’s, Monday night, June 29, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLMEs: 


GENERAL: I have delayed writing until I might inform you with some 
degree of certainty as to my future movements. I succeeded in getting 
all my trains across Caney to-day, and both Parsons and McRae are 
now in camp at this place. I shall endeavor to make a move by to- 
morrow night, though it is possible that I may not be able to do so. 
I was compelled to make this detour in order to head an impassable 
creek to the direct road. 

You will perceive from the inclosed letter from General Marmaduke, 
(which is fully confirmed by the report of the officer whom I sent for- 
ward to examine the road), that a part of my to-morrow’s intended march 
may be difficult. General Marmaduke’s letter will also advise you of 
his movements and present position. I also inclose the latest intelli- 
gence that I have received from Mississippi. The letters are from a very 
reliable person. I shall detain the courier until daybreak. 


Iam, general, &c., 
STERLING PRICE, 
Major-General. 
{Inclosure. ] : 


AT CROSSING OF FLAT CREEK BAyou, 
ON HELENA AND Moro Roaps, 
Five miles from Switzer’s, June 28, 1863—9 a. m. 


Major [THomAs L.] SNEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

MaAJor: I have reached this point this morning, and find this bayou 
here a quarter of a mile wide, 50 yards of which is swimming water. 
The citizens say that this route cannot be passed by infantry wagons 
and artillery under two days, and I do not think it can be bridged. 
They (the citizens) report that there is a route which can be forded to- 
day, viz, the left-hand end of the Military road as you enter it at Swit- 
zer’s. Travel this for 6 miles, to the house of Mr. Moore; just beyond 
his house a road turns to the right, crosses Flat Fork near its head, and 
5 miles beyond it intersects with the Helena and Moro roads. This 
they report as the only present practicable route. They also report that 
after crossing Flat Fork there is no creek or stream to obstruct the 
movement of your troops except one stream that is already bridged 
well enough to pass wagons and artillery. My troops are already on 
the march to Moro. 


Very respectfally, 
J. S. MARMADUKEH, 


Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Five miles east of Switzer’s, Monday, June 29, 1863—). m. 
Brigadier-General MARMADUKE, 
Commanding Cavalry: 
GENERAL: The general directs me to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatch of this date, and to communicate to you the following extracts 
from General Holmes’ dispatch to him, dated yesterday afternoon: 


Keep Marmaduke well in advance toward La Grange, where I am assured there 
is plenty of forage. This disposition of him will protect your left and front, and 
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enable him to relieve [L. M.] Walker’s pickets toward the Saint Francis, so far as pick- 
ets are necessary to prevent persons from going into Helena. I have directed General 
Walker to withdraw all his pickets in that direction. His brigade is 4 miles east of 
Big Creck, on the Little Rock road; his pickets close to Helena. * * *_ 

Marmaduke will rejoin you from La Grange, at the junction of the Spring Creek 
and Trenton roads, by a road called the “Scrouge-about” road. Please direct him to 
keep his scout well out toward the Saint Francis River and Helena. 


Parsons and McRae are both encamped here, and we will endeavor 
to get to Moro to-morrow night, though it is possible that we may not 
get beyond the creek. News from Panola, as late as the 23d, states 
that Vicksburg and Port Hudson still hold out, the enemy having been 
repulsed twenty-seven times at the latter place. Ewell gained a com- 
plete victory over Milroy at Winchester, taking him prisoner, with 6,000 
or 7,000 men. 

I am, general, very truly, your friend and servant, 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
Camp near Moro, Monday, June 29, 1863. 


Major-General PRICE, 
. Commanding Division : 


GENERAL: I have this moment received a dispatch for you, which I 
forward herewith. Also a letter to me from General Holmes, saying he 
has ordered me by way of La Grange to the junction of the Spring 
Creek and Little Rock roads (which is some 10 miles from Helena). I 
cannot communicate with you in time to get your orders and then make 
the march; hence I will move forward on the route indicated. 

General Holmes is at Trenton, 15 miles from Helena. Tagan expecte 
there on the night of June 28. My commandis now camped 27 miles 
from Helena, on the Spring Creek road. The La Grange road is to my 
left. Between here and Helena is Lick Creek (10 miles from Helena), 
over which, on the Spring Creek road, there is no bridge, it having been 
burned. My command crossed Big Creek (which is 5 miles northwest of 
Moro) yesterday. Itis a bad crossing; deep water and mud for three- 
fourths of a mile. The creek is falling rapidly. I hope to hear from 
you at the earliest moment. 

Very respectfully, 
J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—A citizen has this moment reported to me a better route to 
cross Big Creek. He says he crossed the creek with a wagon this morn. 
ing; that it is not much out of your way ; the water not near so deep ; 


the road (country) not near so bad at present; but he says a large © 


train will cut up thisroad. The infantry will certainly find this the best 
route. To get to the new bridge, take a left-hand road near Mrs, Go- 
lightly’s (24 miles from the bridge, on main road), and strike the main 
road on this side of bridge, near Moro. The citizen who gave me this 
information promises to meet you and point out the road. 

The courier from General Holmes who brought me the dispatches 
will remain here (Widow Brooks’) till your bearer of dispatches returns. 
I send you dispatches by my orderly. 


we. 
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. BuTLER Country, Mrssour, 
Twenty-five miles southwest of Greenville, June 29, 1863. 


Col. JOHN Q. BURBRIDGE, 
Russells Ferry, Ark.: 

COLONEL: There have been no movements of the enemy in force since 
you last heard from me. Several of my scouts have just returned from 
Patterson. They bring no news of importance, except that the country 
is being traversed in various directions by Federal scouting parties. A . 
small scout of some 15 or 20 comes down as far as Reeves’ Station, on 
Black River, about every other day, but do not remain very long at a 
time. I conversed with a gentleman to-day just from Ironton. He says 
that, judging from the appearance of the men in review, and from the 
statements of citizens in and around that place, he having been in Iron- 
ton for the last six or eight weeks, that the force of the enemy at that 
point is between 6,000 and 8,000. He says he saw a great many wagons 
loaded with pontoon bridges and provisions, evidently designed, and 
they say as much themselves, for an expedition in force into some part 
of Southern Missouri or Arkansas; also that there is but one regiment 
of infantry at that place; the rest of the infantry having gone to Vicks- 
burg, under General Herron, some two or three weeks ago. There was 
a grand review of the troops in Ironton on last Tuesday, the 23d in- 
stant, on the arrival of General Schofield at that place from Saint Louis. 
Black River is not fordable at present, nor will it be for several days 
yet. Iam very sorry I am not able to send you some late Federal news- 
papers by the bearer, but will endeavor to do so by the next dispatch. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LYNCH THOMPSON, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Scouts, de. 


P.S.—I am entirely out of funds, and would be much obliged if you 
would send me such a sum as you may deem sufficient. 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOST, 
June 30, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
I am inclined to think that General Davidson is preparing to make 
a forward movement. What shall I do if he advances in force? Shall 
I harass and annoy him as much as possible, or fall back before him 


and join our main forces ? 
. [JNO. Q. BURBRIDGE, 
Colonel, e.] 


es 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Smith, Ark., June 29, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL, 
Commanding, de. : 

GENERAL: As soon as you ascertain that Blunt has gone down with 
re-enforcements to Gibson, you must move to join forces with Gen- 
eral Cooper. The road taken must depend upon the points you may be 
at when you get the information, either by crossing Grand River and 
forming a junction at the Creek Agency, which will be hazardous, or 
by coming by this place and going up the south side of the Arkansas 
River. I do not think as large a force as was stated went down with 
the train, for the reason that a re-enforcement of 600 was sent out from 
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Gibson, with orders to go until they met the train, which would not 
have been done had there been with it the large force that is repre- 
sented. 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


HpDe@RS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., June 29, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. CooPER, : 
Commanding First Brigade : 

GENERAL: Your mail is just received, with letters of 27th. At the 
same moment I am in receipt of letters from General Cabell, which I 
send you. The gun which Captain Carroll speaks of is not here, nor 
has it been since I have been here. 

I do not think that the force coming down with the train is as large, 
as is represented. The fact of sending out a force to meet it is evidence 
that the escort is not considered by them as of sufficient strength to 
protect it. If you can cross the Arkansas above, and Grand River is 
high, you may yet intercept this train. It may be that Blunt will leave 
the train to come with a small escort, coming himself by another road, 
cross the river above, and attack your camp while most of the troops are 
absent. All these chances must be looked to. I have instructed Gen- 
eral Cabell that as soon as it is ascertained positively that Blunt has 
gone to re-enforce Phillips, he must move to join you. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE. 


HpqQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., June 29, 1863. 
Brigadier-General CABELL, Commanding : 

GENERAL: I am instructed by General Steele to say to you that, 
from information received to-day, he deems it advisable, and you will 
at once proceed, with all your available force, to the Grand Saline, on 
Grand River, and, if possible, cross the river there or below, and effect 
a junction with General Cooper’s force in that neighborhood before Gen- 
eral Blunt, with his command, can reach there. General Cooper has 
been ordered to send all the force he can spare to meet you at the above 
point, or near there, and to communicate with you at once. General 
Blunt is reported, by [T. R.] Livingston, to be at Baxter Springs, with 
2,000 men, including the negro regiment, four pieces of artillery, and a 
train of 200 wagons, which, the expressman thinks, will not move from 
that place before to-day. : 

Very respectfully, &c., 
B. G. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, June 29, 1863. 
General COOPER, Commanding : 
GENERAL: I am instructed by General Steele to say that you will 
at once dispatch as large a force as you can possibly spare to watch the | 
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movements of the enemy, and, if possible, form a junction with General 
Cabell at Grand Saline. General Cabell has been ordered to proceed 
to that point immediately with his whole force. A courier, just in from 
Livingston, which he left on the 25th instant, reports Blunt at Baxter 
Springs, with 2,000 men, including the regiment of negroes, and four 
pieces of artillery. The train was there, consisting of 200 wagons, 
which, the expressman thinks, owing to the condition of the roads, did 
not get off before to-day. Bass’ regiment will leave here to-morrow or 
next day, with orders to report to you. Isend you the dispatch received 
from Major Livingston. 
Very respectfully, 
Bb. G. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CONFIDENTIAL. | RIcHMOND, June 30, 1863. 


General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 


GENERAL: From all the information I have been able to get, there is 
little or no chance for me to obtain active service on this side of the Mis- 
sissippi River. Even if there was, 1am sure I can be more useful in 
the West, provided the President will give me there a command inde- 
pendent of General Holmes and General Price. The relations between 
General Holmes and myself havealways been perfectly kind and friendly. 
I have the highest respect for his honesty and purity of character, but 
his lack of system and a fixed policy would always destroy my usefulness 
under him. As for General Price, I apprehend that no officer can serve 
where he is without lending himself to factious schemes and losing sight 
of discipline, or else becoming involved in endless disputes. 

All the troops under General Holmes and General Price, except a single 
regiment raised by the former, were raised and organized, or drawn 
from Texas, under my orders and arrangements. They number fifty-six 
regiments of white troops and the complement of batteries. What ], 
therefore, apply for is this: To be assigned to a command to be known 
as the “‘ Western Department,” consisting of the Indian Territory and 
the counties of Benton, Madison, Carroll, Washington, Franklin, Craw- 
ford, Sebastian, and Scott, in the State of Arkansas, with a division 
composed of the Arkansas troops now in the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment. The Indian troops would, of course, be included, but they are 
useless in the field. I believe their interests and our own would be pro- 
moted by keeping them habitually on furlough. It might be best for 
the protection of citizens on both sides of the line to include also the 
remaining counties in Arkansas which join the Indian country. <As to 
the disposition and movement of my white troops, except, perhaps, one 
brigade, which the treaties require to be kept in the Indian country, 
I prefer the order to specify that I am to be subject to the orders of 
Lieutenant-General Smith, while in other respects I should report di- 
rectly to Richmond. The plan is the same as that adopted as to Gen- 
erals Johnston and Pemberton. With these arrangements, and funds in 
sufficient amount to pay off the troops for at least two months upon my 
arrival, and to pay in cash for subsistence, forage, &c., together with the 
prompt payment of the annuities, I feel confident of my ability to make 
the Confederacy stronger among the Indians than at any time hereto- 
fore. Giving me the Arkansas troops, which amount to four brigades, 
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would still leave to General Price a division of Missouri troops as strong 
as mine, and to General Holmes a corps composed of Price’s and Walk- 
er’s divisions. 

It may not be improper for me to refer to the supposed impression 
that the clamors against me in Arkansas represented the body of the 
people. I think I know the people of that State as well as any man 
living. Still louder denunciations were heaped on me before the war by 
the same faction, and yet, as the elections invariably proved, more than 
three-fourths of the people sustained me. I am confident that is the 
case now. As to the troops, it is certain that my popularity with them 
was very great, and constantly increasing, after the battle of Prairie 
Grove. . Even since I left them the officers of my old division, from bri- 
gade commanders down to subalterns, have unanimously passed resolu- 
tions expressive of their attachment toward me and their strong desire 
yet to serve under me. 

I feel that this application presents the only remaining chance for 
me to be really useful in this war. If it be granted, that indorsement 
by the Government will fully recompense me for the labors done while 
commanding the Trans-Mississippi District, and will counteract the 
injurious impression made against me by the late Secretary of War, in 
stating to Congress, on September 5, 1862, that I was not rightfully in 
command west of the Mississippi River. I beg to say further that the 
kindness of giving me the command applied for will always be grate- 
fully appreciated, and that I shall endeavor faithfully to carry out the 
President’s wishes. 

Allow me, general, to express to you the sense of obligation I have 
toward you for the extreme kindness shown me while here, and to hope 
that I will not be considered as presuming on that in making this 
application. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. C. HINDMAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Camp at Moro, Tuesday, June 30, 1863—3 p. m. 


General MARMADUKE, 
Commanding Division : 


GENERAL: General Price directs me to say that you will move to- 
morrow morning toward La Grange, conformably to the orders given | 
in the extracts from General Holmes’ orders, forwarded to you this 
morning from this office by your orderly. (Letter No.1.) Parsons’ and 
McRae’s brigades will encamp to-night this side of Big Creek, on the 
upper road, and to-morrow at your present encampment. You will 
please cause the roads to be repaired from the vicinity of your present 
encampment to the point at which your route diverges from this road. 

News from Mississippi, to the 25th instant, is to the effect that Grant 
attempted to storm the works at Vicksburg on the 20th, and was re- 
pulsed, with a loss of from 7,000 to 10,000 killed, our loss being about 
500 killed; such is the report. General Chalmers sunk two transports 
below Memphis a few days ago and disabled another. Bowen has been 
made major-general, to take rank from May 1. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS PRICE’s DIVISION, 
Camp at Moro, June 30, 1863—9.15 p. m. 


J. S. MARMADUKE, Brigadier-General, &e. : 


GENERAL: The courier by whom the dispatch of last night (No.1) . 
was sent this morning, ought to have reached your headquarters this 
forenoon. Another courier was dispatched at 4.30 this p. m., with or- 
ders for you to move toward ‘La Grange to-morrow, conformably to Gen- 
eral Holmes’orders. The general directs me to say that whilst he does 
not feel at liberty to change the directions of your march as ordered by 
General Holmes, you will order Greene’s brigade to remain near the 
intersection of the La Grange road with this until further orders. You 
will yourself move as ordered, with Shelby’s brigade, toward La Grange, 
in the morning. Parsons and McRae have encountered greater difti- 
culties in passing their trains over Big Creek bottom than were antici- 
pated, and they will hardly get beyond this point to-morrow. Please 
send the inclosed dispatch to General Holmes to-night, as it relates to 
your movements in particular. The general will establish his head- 
quarters near Spring Creek to-morrow morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS: PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Camp at Moro, Tuesday, June 30, 1863—3 p. m. 


Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES: 


GENERAL: I have ordered Marmaduke to move toward La Grange 
to-morrow morning, conformably to the orders given in your letter No. 14. 
Parsons and McRae will encamp this p. m. on this side of Big Creek, 
and from 4 to 7 miles southeast of this place. I will encamp to-morrow 
night, with my infantry and artillery, near the point at which the 
Paradise road, leading to La Grange, leaves this. 

Letters from Mississippi, &c. 

Tam, general, &c., 
STERLING PRICE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Camp at Moro, June 30, 1863—10 p. m. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. Hotmers, Commanding, de. : 

GENERAL: I inclose a dispatch, which I have just received from Gen- 
eral Marmaduke, and respectfully cail your attention to the closing 
paragraphs. I had already ordered him, conformably to your instruc- 
tions, to move to-morrow morning toward La Grange, with his entire 
force; but, in view of the facts stated in his communication, and of the 
fact that Parsons and McRae have found the roads so difficult to-day 
that they will not be able to get beyond this point to-morrow, I have 
just ordered him to let Greene’s brigade (1,650 effective total) remain at 
Spring Creek until I hear from you, whilst he will proceed with Shelby’s 
toward La Grange. I will establish my headquarters near Spring 
Creek in the morning. 

Tam, general, &c., 
STERLING PRICE, 
Major-General. 
57 R R—VOL XXII, PT II 
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HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S CAVALRY, 
Camp at bridge over Spring Creek, 27 miles from Helena, 
June 30, 1863. 


Major [THomaAsS L.| SNEAD, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Price’s Division, in the Field : 


Magsor: I forwarded a dispatch to you on yesterday, saying that I 
had received a dispatch from General Holmes, stating that General Price 
would order my division forward on the La Grange road. Supposing 
that General Holmes was not aware of the distance my command was 
in advance of the infantry, I deemed it proper to advise him of this 
fact, at the same time placing my command under marching orders 
for this morning. About 11 o’clock last night I received an answer to 
my dispatch to General Holmes, to await your orders at my present 
camp. Hence I am not marching to-day. JI am picketing all the roads 
in the surrounding country, permitting neither ingress nor egress to or 
from Helena. 

I have been informed that the bridge over Lick Creek, 15 miles dis- 
tant (ahead), has been destroyed. I learn that a bridge can easily be 
built across it in three or four hours, sufficient to cross wagons, artillery, 
and troops. I have sent an engineer forward to examine and report 
upon the same. I do not deem it prudent to push a party forward to 
build the bridge until the army advances. 

General Holmes writes that his headquarters, until further advised, 
will be at Trenton (15 miles from my camp). 

Nothing late or reliable from Helena, Memphis, or Vicksburg. One 
of my officers, who was opposite Memphis five days ago, says he heard 
artillery and small-arms firing in Memphis. Later I learn (not reliable) 
that our troops hold Memphis, the Federals retiring to their fort out of 
town. 

Very respectfully, 
J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


JUNE 380, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE, C. S. Army: 


GENERAL: In obedience to your order of even date herewith, I pro- 
ceeded down the Helena road to Lick Creek, a distance of about 14 
miles, and found that two spans of the bridge had been burned, the bal- 
ance of the bridge being in bad repair. I would think it advisable to 
build one about 30 yards below the site of the old bridge, using the 
flooring of the old bridge to floor the new one, there being plenty of 
plank there to answer that purpose. There is plenty of timber standing 
convenient to the banks of the stream from which to obtain sills. With 
the material which I found there, and with the assistance of 100 men, 
I could construct a substantial bridge in two hours. 

Colonel Dobbin’s outpost, consisting of 25 men, is stationed, I am in- 
formed, about half a mile east of the stream. There is about 10 feet of 
waterin the stream, but Iam told that it will run down to a fordable 
height in two or three days. 

Respectfully, &c., 
R. J. LAWRENCE, 
Captain and Acting Engineer. 
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CAMP ON biG CREEK, ARKANSAS, 
June 30, 1863. 
Maj. THomAs L. SNEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Price’s Division : 


Magor: I have just crossed Big Creek with the infantry and artil- 
lery. General McRae now crossing. It will be night before our trains 
are over. The crossing is bad enough, and the route through prairie 
was very distressing on the teams. I deem it impossible to get nearer 
Moro Crgek this evening. I have, therefore, gone into camp. 

ery respectfully, 
M. M. PARSONS, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., July 1, 1863. 


‘Lieut. Joun W. DUNNINGTON, C.S. Navy, 
Commanding Gunboat Pontchartrain, Little Rock, Ark. : 


Sir: In answer to your communication of the 23d ultimo,* in relation 
‘to mechanics, &c., for the gunboat Pontchartrain, I am directed by 
Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, commanding the Trans- Mississippi De- 
partment, to say it has been referred to Lieutenant-General Holmes, 
commanding the District of Arkansas, with the following indorsement: 

Respectfully referred to Lieutenant-General Holmes, who will order from his com- 
mand the detail asked for by Lieutenant Dunnington, and will also offer him such 
facilities in the other matters requested as the supplies on hand and the exigencies 
of the service will admit of. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
; S. 8S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Trenton, July 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE: 


GENERAL: I deeply regret the difficulties that cause the delay in 
- your march. I have used every precaution to prevent a knowledge of 
our approach reaching the enemy, and have what I believe to be certain 
information that I had succeeded up to night before last. I fear these 
terrible delays will thwart all my efforts. Let me beseech you, there- 
fore, to hasten forward as rapidly as possible consistently with the good 
order and efficiency of your command. 

General Marmaduke’s suggestions are wise, and he acted well in leav- 
‘ing Greene’s brigade. Please advise him that there are two spies (Stu- 
art and Haliman) out from Helena, and it is of the first importance that 
they should be captured, and also that he should dispose of his scouts 
and pickets in the best manner to prevent any person going to Helena. 
Fagan has been here three days, and will not move “until to-morrow 
morning, when he will take a position on Lick Creek, 10 miles from 
Helena. Iam most anxious to see and confer with you, and will leave 
here early to-morrow morning, to meet you at McGrew’s, some 6 or 8 
miles this side of Spring Creek, on your road. Please inform me if I 


* Not found. 
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can do anything to aid you. I thank you for your good news from 
Vicksburg, particularly as I have a confirmatory dispatch from Little 
Rock. I think our prospects are flattering in the East and bright here. 


Iam, general, very respectfully 
ue (TH. H. HOLMES, 


Lieutenant- General. 


ON THE MARCH, 
Two miles from Moro, July 1, 1863—7 20 p. m. 
Maj. THomas L. SNEAD: 

Masor: I finished crossing this evening at 5.30. Worked the men in 
water to their waists last night until 10; again this morning from day- 
light. Men much wearied; mules more so; they are without forage; 
not a grain to be had without pressing. Will be at Moro at 9p. m. 
When shall I issue ammunition ? 

Respectfully, 
M. M. PARSONS, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, 
Moro, July 1, 1863—4.35 p. m. 
Maj. THomAs L. SNEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Price’s Division : 


Magsor: Ihave the honor to report that I have encamped at the 
school-house on “ Hog-tooth.” My wagons are coming up rapidly, but 
my fatigue party and some of the commissary train will be very late 
getting in, and therefore [ deem it proper to remain here to-night, as 
it ee the men time, to put their guns in order, examine ammuni- 
tion, &c. ; 

I have the honor, major, to be, very respectfuliy, your obedient 
servant, 

D. McRAE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
Camp near Threlkeld’s, on Spring Creek Road, July 1, 1863—11 p.m. 
Maj. THomAS L. SNEAD, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
MaJon: I inclose a dispatch from Colonel Shelby, showing the posi- 
tion of his brigade and the disposition of his pickets. I also inclose 
copies of my orders to him, dated June 30 and July 1, 10 a. m., each 
explaining the other; both his present position. Shelby’s brigade is 
about 10 miles from Helena; Greene’s brigade about 17. Pickets, cov- 
ering their entire front, are thrown well forward: Has General Price 
any orders to give relative to the position of these brigades ? 
I am, very respectfully, 
J. S. MARMADUKHE, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] 
HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S Division, 
Camp near Spring Creek Bridge, on Spring Creek and Helena Road, 
June 30, 1863. 
Col. JOSEPH O. SHELBY, Commanding Brigade : 
COLONEL: The general directs that you march with your brigade to- 
morrow morning on the La Grange road, and encamp it at some suitable 
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point 5 to 10 miles beyond La Grange, in the direction of Helena. He 
further directs that on the morning of the 2d of July you march, by way 
of the “ Scrouge-about” road, to the junction of the Spring Creek and 
Little Rock roads. In the march you will conform to the instructions 
contained in the extract below from General Holmes’ dispatch to Gen- 
eral Price: 

Keep Marmaduke well in advance toward La Grange, where I am assured there is / 
plenty of forage. This disposition of him will protect your left and front, and enable 
him to relieve Walker’s pickets toward the Saint Francis, so far as pickets are neces- 
sary to prevent persons from going into Helena. I have directed General Walker to 
withdraw all his pickets in that direction. His brigade is 4 miles east of Big Creek, 
on the Little Rock road, and his pickets close to Helena. Marmaduke will rejoin you 
from La Grange at the junction of the Spring Creek and Trenton roads, by a road 
called the ‘‘Scrouge-about” road. Please direct him to keep his pickets well out to- 
ward the Saint Francis River and Helena. 

Other troops will guard on the Spring Creek road and the approaches 
to that road. You are directed to especially picket.in the La Grange 
direction, and eastward from that road to the Mississippi, guarding 
against all ingress or egress, and against surprises from the Federal 
force at Helena. Make junction with the other forces, as above directed, 
on the 2d July. The general will move on the main Spring Creek road, 
and he desires you to forward rapidly to him all information of impor- 
tance. 

' Very respectfully, 
. H. EWING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS SHELBY’S BRIGADE, 
Goodin’s Plantation, July 1, 1863. 
Maj. Henry EwIne, sheath 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

MAsor: Your dispatch was received 8 miles to the front of La Grange. 
The command was halted and camped immediately after the reception 
of the order. I havea chain of pickets from the Spring Creek road to 
the Saint Francis River, which covers the whole of my front, and my 
left flank is covered front and rear by my own pickets. I have the 
river road from Helena to Saint Francis River well guarded. My com- 
mand is some 8 miles in advance of General Holnfes. My pickets on 
the right connect with the pickets of General Holmes. My pickets on 
the Sterling road are in 3 miles of Helena. I have an infantry picket 

. covering my front. 


Very respectfully, JO. O. SHELBY 
7 » hb ’ 


Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Brigade. 
P. S.—We have relieved all of Walker’s pickets. 
{Inclosure No. 3.] 
HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKHE’S DIVISION, 
July 1, 1863—[10 a. m.] 
Col. JosePH O. SHELBY, 
Commanding Brigade: 
CoLONEL: The general directs me to say that you will, until further 
orders, encamp your brigade in the vicinity of La Grange, carrying out 
other instructions heretofore given, The general’s headquarters will, 
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until you be further advised, be at or near Mr. Threlkeld’s, 7 miles in 
advance of this (headquarters on yesterday), on the main Spring Creek 
road, and he desires you to forward to him there information of where 
you make your camp to-night, and all other information useful to him. 
General Price’s infantry are some distance behind yet, and most prob- 
ably will not reach here till to-morrow. 
Very respectfully, 
H. EWING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., July 1, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. BLAIR: 

-Magsor: I have the honor to inform you that Major-General Blunt is 
on the march from Kansas to Fort Gibson,,with a re-enforcement of 
2,000 men and four pieces of artillery. I request that this information 
be sent to Lieutenant-General Smith, and that he be asked to send any 
unemployed troops that may be in Northern Texas to meet this force. 
The Indian brigade, under General Cooper, will dissolve in a great 
measure if forced to fall back. z * * 

General Cabell has moved from Northwestern Arkansas, under in- 
structions to form a junction with Col. Stand Watie, who has gone up 
the west side of Grand River; and, in addition, I have directed General 
Cooper to re-enforce Stand Watie with every man that can possibly be 
spared, hoping to gather a force sufficient to stop General Blunt’s move- 
ments. All the artillery with General Cooper is a mountain battery, 
and that is almost without ammunition, a requisition made in May not 
having been filled, as far as I have heard. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
' WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


RicHMonND, VA., July 2, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. E. KirnBy SMITH, 
Care of General J. EL. Johnston, Jackson, Miss. : 

I am convinced that the safety of Vicksburg depends on your prompt 
and efficient co-operation. As far as practicable, I desire you to move 
your forces to the Mississippi River, and command in person operations 
for the relief of the besieged city. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, July 2, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. CooPEr: 


GENERAL: Your letter, returning General Cabell’s, and stating what 
force had. been sent to Watie, has been received. I do not apprehend 
much danger to your depot from Gibson. There is more danger of their 
moving their whole force to unite with Blunt. Any show of crossing 
the Arkansas I should deem but a feint to cover the withdrawal to 
strengthen Blunt. You must watch closely as to such a move. 

Respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, Fort Smith, Ark., July 3, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. Burr, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 


MAsor: I am in receipt of information that Colonel Watie was ex- 
changing shots with a force of the enemy guarding a supply train for 
Fort Gibson, over Cabin Creek, which at the time, July 1, was past 
fording. Enemy’s force estimated at 800, with two pieces of artillery. 
As the train could not advance until the creek fell, and Colonel Watie’s 
force has been swelled to about 1,400, I expect the train to be taken. — 
General Cabell reports that he would be at Grand Saline on the 2d in- 
stant, which will also put his force of about 1,400 men and four pieces 
of artillery between the train and Fort Gibson, if he can cross Grand 
River, of which there is some doubt. 

The re-enforcements under Blunt at Baxter Springs, reported through 
several different channels, must have delayed at that place, if the re- 
port was not erroneous, which I can scarcely believe. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 2. In the Field, Phillips County, July 3, 1863. 


I. The attack on Helena will be made to-morrow morning at day- 
light, and as follows: 

1st. Major-General Price, in command of McRae’s and Parsons’ bri- 
gades, will proceed by the best route, assume position, assault and take 
the Graveyard Hill at daylight. : 

2a. Brigadier-General Walker, with his cavalry brigade, will in like 
manner proceed to the Sterling road, where he will hold himself in 
position to resist any troops that may approach Reiter’s Hill, and, when 
the hill is captured, he will enter the town and act against the enemy 
as circumstances may justify. 

3d. Brigadier-General Fagan will proceed by the best route, assume 
position, assault and take the batteries on Hindman’s Hill at daylight. 

4th. Brigadier-General Marmaduke will proceed with his command 
by the best route, assume position, assault and take Reiter’s Hill at 
daylight. 

II. The troops will have at least two days’ cooked rations in their 
haversacks. 

Ill. All baggage wagons, except ammunition trains, will be sent to 
the rear, and parked beyond Lick Creek. 

By order of Lieutenant-General Holmes: 

JOHN W. HINSDALE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
July 4, 1863—9 p. m. 
General PRICE: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Holmes directs that the baggage 
trains of this command shall move back on the Spring Creek road at 
dawn of day to-morrow. The ammunition wagons will move in rear of 
the baggage train. 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN W. HINSDALE, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


904 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Monroe, La., July 4, 1863. 
General JosepH E. JoHNsTON, Commanding, Ge. : 

GENERAL: On the 29th ultimo I received at Shreveport a letter from 
General Elgee,* volunteer aide to General Taylor, conveying information 
from you of the critical condition of the garrison at Vicksburg. I pro- 
ceeded immediately to this point. On theroad I met Lieutenant Cunning- 
ham with your dispatch of the 26th June. I find it impossible to do any- 
thing from this side for the relief of Vicksburg. When General Taylor, 
with all the disposable force of the district, was ordered opposite Vicks- 
burg, I believed that much would have been achieved. General Taylor 
was instructed to spare no efforts in throwing supplies into Vicksburg. 
His efforts were vain; nothing toward the mdin object of the expedi- 
tion (the relief of Vicksburg) was effected. General Taylor reported it 
impossible to do anything more, and he returned to Alexandria, pro- 
posing to conduct in person the operations opposite Port Hudson. I 
approved of General Taylor’s action, as the troops were not withdrawn 
from opposite Vicksburg, but were left under the command of Major- 
General Walker, and as General Taylor’s presence was needed below, 
and a communication had just been received from you announcing the 
investment of Vicksburg and Port Hudson, stating that you were ar- 
ranging for the relief of the former place, and could do nothing for Port 
Hudson, but urged me to do all that I could for the relief of its garri- 
son. At the time of General Taylor’s arrival here, the force conceutrated 
at his disposal numbered about 7,000. Their operations in the swamps 
of the Mississippi have reduced the command, by sickness, to less than 
4,000 effective. The enemy have re-enforced, and are prepared and on 
the lookout. The relief of Vicksburg from this side, which General 
Taylor, with his force, found impossible, with the means at my com- 
mand is now absolutely impracticable. lI inclose you a copy of a com- 
munication from General Walker.t I have taken steps for communi: 
cating with General Pemberton, and for throwing in a supply of caps, 
which I hope will prove successful. I shall endeavor to communicate to 
him that he can expect no aid from this side; that his whole hope is in 
cutting his way through the enemy’s lines ; that he must by sending out 
information determine the day when by a simultaneous attack of both 
your forces on the same point the garrison can be extricated; that on his 
information [ will, in advance, make a demonstration with the hope of 
drawing to this side a portion of the investing force. Any escape of the 
garrison by the river is, I believe, impracticable. It, with the character 
of the peninsula opposite, is an insurmountable obstacle to success. 

Finding nothing is to be done opposite Vicksburg, I have ordered 
General Walkez to occupy a point above Lake Providence, which, whilst 
his flanks are protected, and his retreat secured, offers advantages for 
intercepting communication on the river. 

Very respectfully, &c., : 
HK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Tieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Camp at Russel’s Ferry, July 4, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Marmaduke’s Div., in the Field: 
Mason: I have just received very important information from the 
enemy. My scouts report that the Federals have left Ironton. There 


* Seo p, 914. t See p, 885, + Not found, 
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is no doubt that they have fallen back to Ironton. Inclosed I send 
you dispatch * from Lieutenant Johnson, cf Captain Reves’ company. 

I have sent a scout to ascertain whether the above is true or not. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kitchen informs me that two regiments of cavalry 
have just taken possession of Bloomfield. He thinks that they have 
only taken possession of the town for the purpose of establishing a post 
at that point. We are anxious to hear from Helena. Rumor says that 
you are now in possession of the place. I have not received a single 
dispatch from you for six days. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. Q. BURBRIDGE, 

Colonel, Commanding, &e. 


OFFICE DEPOT COMMISSARY, Jacksonport, Ark., July 4, 1863. 
Major [L. A.] MACLEAN, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Price’s Division : 

MAsor: I am satisfied, from official information received by Captain 
Pritchard and private information I have from my agents and others 
jast in from Missouri, that General Davidson has a cavalry force of 
some 9,000, well equipped in arms, horses, pontoons, &c., at Patterson, 
Mo., and is preparing for a move on this point and Little Rock. This 
raid, from what I can Jearn, will be made very rapidly, and with well- 
matured plans. 

Ihave some 12,000 to 15,000 pounds of bacon, 100 head of beef-cattle, 
2,000 to 2,500 bushels of shelled corn here, and 10,000 to 15,000 bushels 
of corn at Augusta, besides large amount of subsistence funds; also con- 
siderable amount on deposit by officers now with you. Our transpor- 
tation here is limited, and I cannot see how I am to save supplies should 
this move be made. I would be pleased, major, to receive orders from 
you as to the policy I should pursue, and, if Lieutenant-General Holmes 
is with you, would respectfully ask for orders. Not knowing anything 
of your movements, I fear to take any important steps without first hear- 
ing from the major-general or lieutenant- general commanding. 

My greatest fears are this move will be made in the course of the next 
eight or ten days, as at latest advices they were moved from Ironton to 
Patterson. I shall put all in as good shape as possible. 

I have the honor to be, major, your obedient servant, 
JOHN T. FISHER, 
Captain and Acting Commissary of Subsistence. 


Hpgrs. Drepr. oF INDIAN T., Fort Smith, Ark., July 5, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. BLAIR, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Arkansas : 
Masor: I am to-day in receipt of intelligence of the failure of our 
troops to take a train which was approaching Fort Gibson. Col. Stand 
‘Watie fought them on the evening of the Ist and the morning of the 2d 
instant. General Cabell had not reached the road, and probably will 
not, on account of Grand River, which, with all the streams in that re- 
gion, is very high. Part of the re-enforcements sent to Colonel Watie 
did not reach him for the same reason. I have not heard directly from 
General Cabell. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
WM. STEELH, 
Brigadier- General. 


*See p. 885, 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Smith, Ark., July 5, 1863—9 a. m. 


Brig. Gen. D. H. COOPER, 
Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: Your courier, with report from Captain Wells, Sc., is just 
in. The elements are against us this time. The last I have heard from 
General Cabell he was en route for Grand Saline, and reported he would 
be there July 2. He has been instructed, in case the train succeeded 
in getting in, to fall back in this direction, with a view to the concen- 
tration of all of our forces near Gibson. I have written several times 
with regard to ammunition for your howitzers; last night received a 
reply stating that, by first opportunity, “some arms, the artillery am- 
munition, about 600 cartridge-boxes, and other articles required, would 
be sent.” As soon as they arrive, I will hurry these things up, proba- 
bly in a steamboat, if the river keeps up. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


JACKSONPORT, ARK., July 6, 1863—10 a. m. 
Major-General PRICE: 


GENERAL: Captain Pritchard has shown me a dispatch from Major 
Brinker, informing us of the repulse of your army in the attack on 
Helena on the 4th, but giving no particulars. Your movements after 
the repulse are entirely conjectural. There are two boats here, and, ir 
absence of instructions, Captain Pritchard has, after consultation, de- 
termined to send the Kaskaskia to Clarendon, with 35 or 40 convales- 
cents, to join their commands. 

The chief object in sending this boat is to have at the nearest point. 
the means of removing your wounded, and to facilitate the crossing of 
the command should it be deemed by General Holmes proper to do so. 

The regular courier has left for your command, but I have advised 
him to send a special courier to advise you that the boat will be at 
Clarendon at about 7 p. m. to-morrow, where she will be instructed to 
await orders, with steam up. 

The information from above induces the belief, amounting almost to 
conviction, that there is a force, supposed to be 9,000 cavalry, preparing 
for a raid into Arkansas. They are supplied with pontoon bridges, and 
will move with pack mules in place of wagons. Your repulse at Helena 
may precipitate their movements. We shall have timely notice of their 
approach from Burbridge; but if this place is to be evacuated, the Kas- 
kaskia will be required to get away the quartermaster’s and commissary 
stores. The Suggs, a boat of much larger capacity, will be kept here, 
~and can take off the most valuable stores, should the exigencies of the 
army demand the retention of the Kaskaskia. Of course, nothing will 
be moved from this post without your special order, unless we are ad- 
vised that the enemy is upon us, 

It is not certain that Little Red River will be a safer place than this, 
as it is not improbable that, should the raid be made from Patterson, 
the move may be by Batesville toward Little Rock. We shall look most 
anxiously for particulars to-morrow. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E, ©. CABELL. 
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Bia CREEK, ARK., July 6, 1863. 


Lieutenant [Joun] Muoon, Engineer, &e. : 


_ DEAR Str: Onur division of cavalry will take the front in the morn- 
ing. I will repair the roads as far as practicable as we advance. The 
road across Cache Bayou is said to be almost impassable, but I have 
never yet seen a place that could not be repaired and crossed. It will 
require a very considerable force to make the necessary repairs in time, 
et am confident that no delay will be caused by the condition of the 
roads. 
Respectfully, &c., 
R. J. LAWRENCE, 
Captain and Acting Engineer. 


ALEXANDRIA, La., July 6, 1863. 
Col. J. GoRGAS, Chief of Ordnance: 

COLONEL: I have arrived at this place, and as General E. K. Smith 
has his headquarters at Shreveport, I have sent him copies of my or- 
ders, both to that place and to Monroe, as it is not known where he is 
at present. I shall await his orders. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. HUGER, 
Major-General, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., July 7, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMEs, 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 

GENERAL: I am instructed by Lieutenant-General Smith to say it is 
very important to increase the military strength of this department. 
There are many soldiers detailed as teamsters whose places could be: . 
well supplied by negroes. Itis, therefore, recommended that an appeal 
be made to the patriotism of the people to hire negro men for teamsters, 
and that proper persons be employed to visit the different slave coun- 
ties with your appeal, and use every effort to induce the owner to hire 
as many as he can spare from his plantation; and after every effort has 
been used and the necessary number not obtained, then, with great pru- 
dence, a pro rata assessment should be made upon the slaveholders, and 
the number required be impressed, in accordance with the law of im- 
pressment; but this should be done with great precaution, so as to wound 
the sensibilities of the people as little as possible, for it is of the first 
importance to obtain not only our full strength in the field, but keep 
those at home loyal and zealous in support of our cause and efforts. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
In the Field, July 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, Commanding, &c. : 
GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Holmes directs that you order Major 
Snead and Major Brinker, of your staff, to report to him in person im- 
~ mediately. 


’ 


Pa 


908 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [CHar. XXXIV, 


You will send an order to the steamer Kaskaskia, at Clarendon, to 
proceed as rapidly as possible to Des Arc. She will bring up with her 
to that point all the flat-boats she can collect between Clarendon and 
Des Arc, on White River. The convalescents on board of her will be 
landed at some point on the west of White River. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
_ JOHN W. HINSDALE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: . [JULY 7, 1863.] 
General PRICE: 


GENERAL: General Holmes wishes you to have the bridge over Caney 
repaired to-night, so that there shall be no delay in the morning. 

He also wishes Major Brinker to assign the brigade quartermasters 
to duty in such way as to most facilitate the crossing. I shall not cross 
the bayou again unless obliged to. . 

Yours, truly and respectfully, 
; THOS. L. SNEAD. | 


OFFICE PosT QUARTERMASTER, 
Jacksonport, July 7, 1863—7 p. m. 


[Maj. Tomas L. SNEAD:] 


MaAsor: I am just in receipt of yours of 5th, 6 p. m., and hasten to 
reply. 

Youcan goup Crowley’s Ridge to Bolivar; from thence to Jonesborough 
(leaving Jonesborough 4 miles to the right), and to the intersection of 
the Gainesville and Jacksonport road, thence to Gorman’s Ferry on 
Cache, and from there to Jacksonport. The distance from Bolivar to 
the intersection of the Gainesville and Jacksonport road is about 25 
miles, and from that point to German’s Terry 30 miles; from Gorman’s 
Ferry to Jacksonport 25 miles. This route beads all the streams ex- 
cept Cache River. At Gorman’s Ferry there is only one small boat; the 
bottoms are about 2 miles wide; low post-oak land, passable for troops, 
but hardly practicable for a train. The whole route is fair, except this 
bottom. Colonel Shelby’s brigade crossed at this ferry on the Ist of 
May, when the water was nearly as high as at present. I think this a _ 
better route than the one you went down. I do not know of a practi- 
cable route leaving the ridge for this place below Bolivar. Consult with 
Colonels Greene, Shelby, and General Marmaduke. Several officers 
have left here for your headquarters, of whom you could ‘possibly get 
reliable information. Ido not know their names, however.’ This is the 

best route I can learn of, and, in all probability, the best one you can 
_adopt, although a much longer one than direct, as you went down. 

I copy a letter received yesterday from Colonel Burbridge (I sent a 
copy of same this morning), which please lay before the major-general 
commanding, for his information: : 

ITEADQUARTERS BURBRIDGH’S REGIMENT, 
Camp at Russell's Ferry, July 5, 1863. 

Captain: The latest information from the enemy, which Colonel Burbridge deems 
reliable, is, that their lines directly north of us have been withdrawn, their forces 
drawn together, and marched to Cape Girardeau, probably with a view to assisting 
Helena; Some 1,500, however, have marehed into Bloomfield, Stoddard County, well 
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supplied with wagons, &¢., making it evident that their intention is to occupy the 
place for some time. One fact is evident, that at present no apprehension of a raid 
in force need be entertained. 
Respectfully, 
Di Bre AvCE, 
Adjutant. 


If you adopt this route, advise me, and all assistance that I can render 
will be cheerfully done. . 
Respectfully, é 
J. K. P. PRITCHARD, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


2 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., July 7; 1863. 


GENERAL: I wish to lay before the lieutenant-general commanding 
the Trans-Mississippi Department the state of affairs in the sub-district 
under my command and the prospects as they appear to me, and, in 
order to do so clearly, it will be necessary to review briefly the affairs 
since I have been in command. 

I arrived at this place on the 8th January last, and found a small por- 
tion of Lane’s Texas regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Crump, at this 
place. General Cooper, with the First and Second Cherokee Regiments, 
both very weak, and Martin’s Texas cavalry, also very weak, was near 
Perryville, Cherokee Nation. Small garrisonsat Washita and Arbuckle. 
Soon after my arrival, Colonel Speight reported to me with his regiment. 
Stevens’, Hawpe’s, Alexander’s, and Bass’, all except Speight’s, com- 
pletely disorganized and without discipline. ‘The country was destitute 
of supplies, and at that season of the year supplies could not be‘hauled, as 
there was no grass for the animals to live upon, and the condition of the 
roads being such that a team could not haul corn enough to make the 
trip from Texas on. Colonel Crump was ordered to Red River for sub- 
sistence for his horses, and to collect stragglers. Colonel Speight was 
also ordered to Red River with his command, with the exception of Bass’ 
regiment (dismounted cavalry), numbering about 200, the state of sup- 
plies not being such as to warrant keeping a larger force; even with that 
small force we were at times reduced to a day’s rations. With this small 
force, and an enemy that was constantly threatening, I have been obliged 
to remain in this section without being able to give my personal atten- 
tion as much as I desired to the other portions of my command. My 
staff, however, have been actively engaged in getting supplies of all 
kinds that could be obtained; wagons, oxen, and mules were bought, and, 
by the time the grass would subsist the animals, there was a fair pros- 
pect of driving out the enemy’s force there in the Indian country. At 
this time Speight’s brigade was required in another direction, and, in-- 
stead of driving out the enemy, we were doubtful of our ability to hold 
the line of the Arkansas. The Indian regiments, with the exception ot 
the Cherokee, having been furloughed, by the direction of General Hind- 
man, before my arrival, were only then beginning to assemble. Colonel 
De Morse’s regiment was at this time brought forward, and a force of 
‘Texans, Cherokees, and Creeks was collected sufficient to keep the enemy 
north of the river, and, perhaps, to attack him, had he not in the mean 
time fortified near Fort Gibson too strong to be driven out without more 
and heavier artillery than was at my disposal. The troops were armed 
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with all kinds of guns (many being entirely without). My requisitions 
for arms and ordnance stores were answered that they were not on hand, 
and that the supply depended upon the fate of Vicksburg. In the mean 
time a shop had been established at this place, which, working upon the 
debris left by General Hindman, has put several hundred small-arms in 
the hands of the troops. I sent my adjutant-general, Captain Crosby, 
to Texas, where he procured from the Confederate and State authorities 
some arms and nearly all the ammunition that has been and is being 
used; he also obtained an order for two guns of heavier caliber than 
any I have, which, however, have not arrived, and I fear will not for 
some time to come. 

The enemy at Gibson is strengthening himself by works and re-en- 
forcements, all attempts to cut off his supplies having failed, first, 
through the bad conduct of the Creeks, and, secondly, through circum- 
stances over which we could have no control, viz, the sudden rise in the 


Verdigris and Grand Rivers, which prevented a junction of troops in | 


sufficient force to capture the train or drive back the re-enforcements. 
The enemy’s position is now better than it has been—stronger, and 
fortified in a position from which he can move either down the Arkan- 
sas River into the State of Arkansas, or down the road to Texas. In 
this state of affairs, | would recommend that if there be any troops not 
otherwise particularly required in Northern Texas, that they should be 
sent up to the vicinity of Gibson, with a view to prevent a permanent 
depot being made at that place. 

I would call attention particularly to the fact that supplies cannot be 
moved in the winter season without an enormous increase of expense, 
if it can be done at all. I much fear that those charged with fur- 
nishing my command will issue only such quantities as are required 
for present use, and that in consequence thereof I shall be unable to 
putin depot at suitable points an amount which will be required during 
the months when hauling cannot be done. The orders in regard to 
purchases by the quartermaster operate very badly in a country where 
everything must be picked up in small quantities. Orders are evidently 
written, many of them, with a direct reference to the state of affairs 
east of the Mississippi, an evidence of which will be found (if any is 
needed) in the direction to send certificates in certain cases to the sur- 
geon-general, to avoid delay. The circulars in reference to purchases 
were, I think, written in the same style. There are here no centers of 
trade where purchases can be controlled by one man, but everything 
needed must be bought wherever it can be found, or the service suffers. 
Another difficulty is, that this region having’ been flooded with vouchers, 
which have not been redeemed yet, by officers ignorant of the proper 
forms, nothing can be now procured without money, which has not been 
furnished in sufficient quantity to meet the wants of the department 
and pay the troops. 

I think the present a favorable time, if a few more regiments can be 
spared, to carry the war into Kansas. ‘There are, according to the best 
information I can get, but very few more troops in position to re-en- 
force Phillips (Federal commander); and, the force at Gibson disposed 
of, there would be but little obstacle to going to the Missouri River 
or Kansas City. Such a movement would disconcert any arrange- 
oe that are being made for operations in this direction this fall or 
winter. 

Another order which I think not well adapted to this section of the 
country is that of putting general hospitals under the direction of a 


medical director of hospitals; for example, the North Fork Hospital, 
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established by my direction, is now under the orders of a medical officer 
at Little Rock, 260 miles distant, who gives orders without any refer- 
ence to me; a system which I think entirely wrong. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


CoTToNn PLANT, July 8, 1863. 
General PRICE: | 
GENERAL: There is nothing left for us but to go down the Cache in 
barges to Surrounded Hill, and thence to Des Arc. Major Brinker will 
explain to you our facilities. Please have the command brought over 
to the bayou early in the morning. Let the ordnance stores now at the 
bayou be sent over in the flat, the empty wagons being driven round 
to receive them; the ordnance stores of the brigade and commissary 
supplies to be brought over in the same way. I am governed in this 
course because I cannot put the command, but for a few days, any- 
where else than here, nor on any other road. By this arrangement I 
hope to be in Des Arc in four days. 
I am, general, very respectfully, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


BAYOU DE VIEW, July 8, 1863. 
Maj. THomAS L. SNEAD, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Mason: I have just succeeded in crossing the bayou, and have no 
hesitation in pronouncing it wholly impracticable for the train and 
artillery, and exceedingly dangerous for the cavalry. Marmaduke’s 
command encamped here last night, and have been crossing all the 
morning; will probably get over by 2 p.m. His wagons and artillery 
are ferried over at the rate of two an hour, the teams being brought 
around by the road. This is the only way your wagons and artillery 
can cross. You can make the calculation how long it will take to pass. 
General McRae’s bridge over Caney is still standing, and with an hour’s 
work will do very well. The road from Caney to the bayou is very bad, 
but I think the wagons can be pulled through. I passed the Pioneers 
about a mile east of Switzer’s. After repairing the bridge over Caney, 
I do not think they can improve the road much. The bayou is higher 
than when we crossed going down, and is “ on a stand.” 

1 will send you a report from Cache some time to-night. 


Very respectfully, 
JOHN MHOON, 
Lieutenant of Hngineers. 


P. S.—Captain Cage will report direct to you from Cache on the 
Augusta road, when you can judge for yourself. 


HpDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, July 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. COOPER: 
GENERAL: Your letter of yesterday is received. There will be no 
delay in concentrating all the troops under my command. I received a 
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letter from General Cabell yesterday. He informed me that he would 
be at Van Buren to-day. He will be moved on at once. I have written 
some days since to General Smith for the troops in Northern Texas. 
' Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
In the Field, near Cotton Plant, July 9, 1863. 


Maj. THomAs L. SNEAD: 


Masor: The general has just received your note. He directs that 
loading commence at daylight, and the boats when loaded proceed as 
rapidly as possible to their destination. He wishes you to gather all 
the information you can from Haroldson and the other ferryman near 
you about the landing at Surrounded Hill. You will communicate 
with him to-night if the landing at that place be reported to you im- 
practicable. If you should be convinced that this route is perfectly 
practicable, you will order the loading of the boats at daylight. Do 
not let the boats start until General Holmes gets down there. 

- Respectfully, ; 
' JOHN W. HINSDALE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—Dr. Taylor will go over on the boat to-morrow. 


East SpE Bayou DE VIEW, July 9, 1863. 
Maj. THomAS L. SNEAD, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Mason: General Price, having seen your note to General Fagan, 
sends as reply that he (General Price) went in person and saw all the 
commanders of brigades and the troops coming into camp. He talked 
with the officers, and found them in good spirits, the column marching 
in perfect order, not seemingly much fatigued, considering the marches 
they have made. All arrangements are made for crossing. The only 
delay this morning was by some corn loaded on the boat last night. 
The bridge across Caney repaired, and there will be no detention in 
crossing there. General. Price goes over in the next boat, and will carry 
with him the last dispatch from the river, which is favorable. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[L. A.]| MACLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


AUGUSTA, July 9, 1863. 
Colonel [THomaAS L.] SNEAD, ; 

; Assistant Adjutant-General, General Prices Army : 

DEAR COLONEL: The road to this place in many places is very bad, 
but the train can get over them. At the crossings ‘on the creek there 
is avery good ferry-boat, but small, and one raft. It is possible to cross 
the swamp on the other side of the White River, west of this place. So 
if you come this way, you will have to go back to Jacksonport before 
you can cross the river. 

Yours, respectfully, 
D. C. CAGE, 
Engineer Corps. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., July 10, 1863. 


General S, CooPER, 
Adjutant and "Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: The dispatch from His Excellency the President, dated 
July 2, calling for my co-operation in the relief of Vicksburg, was re- 
ceived this morning. 

As early as the 20th of May, I made arrangements for concentrating 
opposite Vicksburg all the disposable force in the department, Major- 
General Taylor, in person, commanding. These dispositions were made 
in advance of the investment of Vicksburg, and as soon as the fall of 
the overflow east of the Bayou Macon Hills admitted of operations from 
this direction. General Taylor’s report has been forwarded. The enemy 
re-enforced and strengthened opposite Vicksburg, and with the power 
of throwing on the Peninsula in a few hours an overwhelming force 
from either flank of the investing army, they made their position im- 
pregnable. 

I inclose the only communications received from General Johnston 
previous to the 3d of July. His concern is there expressed for the 
garrison in Port Hudson; he calls upon me to do something for their 
succor, and announces his own preparations for the aid of Vicksburg. 

On the 30th of June, I received the inclosed letter from General Elgee, 
and proceeded immediately in person to Deihi, General Walker’s head- 
quarters, and made arrangements for communicating with General Pem- 
berton and for supplying his command with caps. .I arrived at Monroe 
on the 3d of July; the garrison of Vicksburg surrendered on the 4th. 
General Taylor’s successes in Lower Louisiana show that no efforts have , 
been spared by him to make his demonstration for the relief of Port 
Hudson effective. 

Linclose a letter from General Walker exhibiting the difficulties en- 
countered in operating opposite Vicksburg. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY ‘SMITH, 
Tieutenant- General. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Returned to Secretary of War. The within and its inclosures explain 
why the effort of the Trans-Mississippi troops was directed in the first 
instance especially for the relief of Port Hudson. * 

J. D. [JEFFERSON DAVIS. ] 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


Canton, Miss., May 31, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General SMITH: 


GENERAL: Port Hudson is invested by Major-General Banks; Vicks- 
burg by Major-General Grant. I am preparing to aid Vicksburg, but 
J cannot march to Port Hudson without exposing my little army to 
destruction. If you can do anything to succor Port Hudson, I beg you 
to do it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. 
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{Inclosure No. 2.] 
; JACKSON, June 3, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. KE. KiRBY SMITH: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I inclose you with this an extract from a letter 
just received from the Secretary of War,* and hope that you may be able 
to direct action upon the principle of the suggestion. Port Hudson is 
invested. Whether it is possible for you to do anything in aid of the 
garrison I do not know, not knowing where your troops are nor their 
strength. The investing force is said to be 20,000 Northeastern troops. 
I need not tell you what a service to the Confederacy would be per- 
formed by relieving the place; one which I am not in a condition to 
render; Grant’s position makes it impossible. The Secretary’s sugges- 
tion to take Helena may be practicable; if so, it is well worth doing. 
The most important object you can have is the maintaining communica- 
tion with this side of the Mississippi and preventing the enemy’s pos- 
session of its banks. I know that you will do all in your power, but do 
not know the amount of that power. 

AS ever, yours, truly, 
J. K. JOHNSTON. 
{Inclosure No. 3.] 
HARRISONBURG, June 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. RICHARD TAYLOR, 
Commanding District of Western Louisiana, Alexandria : 


GENERAL: I have just returned from my mission to General John- 
ston. I shall proceed to General Walker’s headquarters and communi- 
cate to him the information received from General Johnston. I regret 
to inform you that he considers the situation of Vicksburg eminently 
critical. Grant .is being heavily re-enforced by Burnside’s corps, and 
this, added to his strength of position, renders the condition of Vicks- — 
burg, in General Johnston’s opinion, almost hopeless. The greatest suc- 
cess he anticipates is the withdrawal of the garrison and its safety, but 
the difficulties in the way of accomplishing even this are very great. 

General J. [Johnston] has 25,000 men; Grant has certainly 80,000, 
probably 100,000. General Johnston’s troops are far from being the 
best, owing to causes which you may easily conjecture. Grant is in- 
trenched in a naturally strong position, where he ought to whip an - 
attacking force of double his numbers. To accomplish anytbing it is 
extremely important that General Johnston should communicate with 
General Pemberten. He receives communications from him by men 
floating down the river at night, but can get none to him. He requests 
every effort to be made on this side to that end. He also desires that 
he may have aready means of communication with you by way of 
Natchez, to which point the telegraph extends. He suggests no other 
mode of your rendering him assistance than that already contemplated 
in your orders to General Walker and Colonel [Isaac F'.] Harrison. 

General Johnston has news both from Genera] Pemberton and General 
Gardner up to Saturday, the 14th instant. The former reports some 
sickness in the garrison, twenty days’ provisions, and a want of percus- 
sion caps. The latter reports a scarcity of provisions and ammunition. 
General Johnston expressed himself highly gratified at your courtesy. 
in sending to him your offer to co-operate with him in any manner he 
might desire, and requested me to assure you of his high personal regard. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. LED. ELGER. 


* See Part I, p. 407. 
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HEADQUARTERS WALKER’S DIVISION, 

; Dethi, July 3, 1863. 

Lieut. Gen. E. Kirpy Smrrn, 
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department, Monroe : 


GENERAL: In reference to. your inquiry as to the practicability of 
throwing re-enforcements and provisions into Vicksburg, I am reluc- 
tantly compelled to state that, with the force at my disposal, or within 
my reach, | consider it utterly impracticable. At no time since my ar- 
rival in this region has my force amounted to more than 4,700 effective 
men, and such has been the deleterious effect of the climate and bad 
weather, that in two weeks’ time in the three brigadesI had barely 2,500 
men fit for duty. Since I have been re-enforced by Tappan’s brigade, 
pow Arkansas, my force has not exceeded at any time 4,200 men fit for 

uty. 

To reach a.point on the Mississippi opposite Vicksburg, it would be 
necessary to march for 20 or 30 miles into the narrow peninsula at the 
eastern extremity of which that city is situated, while on the right and 
left, only a few miles distant, by practicable roads, overwhelming forces 
can without difficulty be thrown upon my rear, which could not fail to 
secure the capture or destruction of my command. Since General 
Hawes’ demonstration on Young’s Point, on the 7th of June, that point 
and the immediate river front of Vicksburg have been largely re-en- 
forced, and it would be hopeless to expect that our march could be con- 
ducted so secretly that it would be undiscovered until we reached the 
canal or cut-off. This short line, capable of being perfectly manned: by 
a few thousand men, would present an insurmountable obstacle to our 
farther progress, and even a delay of two or three hours would be quite 
sufficient to enable overwhelming forces to be thrown. upon the few 
practicable roads leading toward the rear, and escape would be impos- 
sible. In my frequent conferences with Major-General Taylor, while he. 
was conducting in person the operations of my present command, he 
constantly expressed the utmost anxiety to relieve Vicksburg ; but after 
the 7th of June he considered it so impracticable for my constantly and 
rapidly diminishing strength to effect this much-desired end that he 
ordered the withdrawal of the troops. This order was afterward coun- 
termanded, and for two weeks I have sought every opportunity to strike 
an effective blow for the safety of Vicksburg, but such has been the 
strength of the enemy’s forces at Milliken’s Bend, Young’s Point, and 
other places along the shores of the Mississippi, that I have been unable 
to effect anything more than a diversion of a considerable column of the 
enemy’s troops to watch my movements. At Richmond, La., on the 15th 
of June, I was attacked by a column of about §,000 infantry and three 
batteries. The same day three brigades of the enemy’s troops crossed 
the Mississippi from Warrenton, and moved across the Peninsula to 
Young’s Point. 

_ I mention these circumstances to show that my forces have not been 
idle, and to illustrate the ease and rapidity with which the enemy can 
throw any required number of troops upon the Peninsula, to crush any 
small force that should attempt to pass into the narrow strip leading to 
Vicksburg. 

The same is true in regard to the establishment of batteries upon the 
Mississippi, to prevent the passage of re-enforcements to the enemy. I 
have examined carefully every point from Young’s to Lake Providence 
in order to get such a position, but between those points there is no 
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position that my small force could occupy more than a few hours. I 
there was the slightest hope that my small command could relieve Vicks- 
burg, the mere probability of its capture or destruction ought not, and 
should not, as far as I am concerned, weigh a feather against making 
the attempt, but I consider it absolutely certain, unless the enemy are 
blind and stupid, that no part of my command would escape capture 
or destruction if such an attempt should be made. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. WALKER, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
, - Shreveport, La., July 10, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES, Little Rock, Ark.: 

The enemy may only intend to occupy Greenville. No serious opera- 
tions against Arkansas are, I think, intended in the present position of — 
affairs here. I can now give you no assistance; you must make the 
best disposition you can with the troops at your disposal for the defense 
of Arkansas Valley. In the event of being driven from Arkansas Val- 
ley by overwhelming numbers, the concentration must be in this direc- 
tion. Quietly establish depots for provisions and forage along the line 


of your probable march. 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Theutenant- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Near Cotton Plant, July 10, 1863—9.30 p. m. 
General STERLING PRICE, Commanding, éc.: 

GENERAL: I am instructed by Lieutenant-General Holmes to say to 
you that, in view of the uncertainty and difficulties of the route taken 
by General Parsons’ brigade, he has ordered Generals Fagan and Me- 
Rae’s brigades to proceed to Augusta, via Gray’s Ferry, and there cross 
White River. Should General Parsons’ route yet prove impracticable, 
he will be instructed to follow Generals Fagan and McRae. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. HINSDALE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—I have the honor to inclose a communication to Captain Pritch- 
ard,* which General Holmes wishes transmitted to him by sure hands 
immediately. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., July 10, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL, 
Commanding Cabell’s Brigade: 
GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to say that you will 
move forward, with the.least possible delay, with that portion of your — 
command with which you have just returned from Northwestern Arkan- 


* Not found. 
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sas, to some suitable camping place between Webber’s Falls and Fort 
Gibson. For the greater convenience of obtaining water and grass, it 
would be advisable to move your command in detachments. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
B. G. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Assistant Adjutant-General. ° 


HpDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., July 10, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL, 
Commanding Brigade: 


GENERAL: I fear that should the river fall before our troops are 
concentrated, Phillips will cross the river and break up the Indian 
brigade; hence the necessity for moving as soon as possible. Some 
artillery horses were received from Texas since you left, which are at 
your disposal for the artillery. Cooper being almost without artillery, 
and with but little, if any, ammunition, makes it desirable that the 
battery should go forward with sufficient force to protect it en route. 

A recent order, No. 67, authorizes the transfer of dismounted cavalry 
to infantry service. Organize all the dismounted men into a separate 
command, and select the officer to command it, and send them forward 
with the battery first, and others as fast as can be done. 

A portion of Witherspoon’s battalion, which arrived after you left, 
can also go forward. ; 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HpqgRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., July 10, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. BLAIR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Arkansas : 


Masor: Your telegram, dated 9th, was received at 2.30 o’clock to- 
day. Ihave been directing the movements of both brigades from this 
place, which has been central to the operations going on. I had given 
orders for the concentration of all near Gibson, and General Cabell,has 
arrived and is crossing the river to-day; his command much broken 
down and weakened by his recent expedition. 

General Cooper is very much in want of ammunition for his mountain 
howitzer battery. Requisitions were forwarded and receipts acknowl- 
edged in May. The ammunition has not yet reached this place. 

The paymaster who came up to pay Cabell’s brigade can now reach 
him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
Jacksonport, Ark., July 10, 1863. 
Maj. THomas L. SNEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Price’s Division : 
Masor: The mail from the Mississippi is this moment in. <A private 
letter, dated Grenada, July 7, says Vicksburg fell; was mined; bat: 
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‘teries blown up, and the garrison surrendered on 3d of July; that 
Johnston wou eht the Federals at Jackson, Miss. ; that Port Hudson 
was still ours. The inclosed papers will give you the rest of the news. 
I forgot to state that the letter said Lee had fought Meade’s army in 
Pennsylvania; routed him; wounded Meade; killed 4 generals. Nonews 
from the front. Burbridge reports (July 8) all quiet. Federal cavalry 
had left Patterson, part going to Cape Girardeau, part to Bloomfield. 
Thinks they are sending troops out of the State. I shall get timely in- 
formation of an advance from the North. Don’t fail to let me know of 
the movements (Federal), if any, up White or Arkansas Rivers. Greene 
is now camped 3 miles from here. Shelby (when I learned there was 
nothing threatening from the north) was ordered to camp near Augusta, 
and consume the corn (quartermaster’s and commissary) which was 
spoiling from the late rains. There is forage and subsistence sufficient 
for Greene at this place for a number of days. 

J have no means of sending off anything from this post. All steam 
and ferry boats, except two flats, have been sent to Des Arc. Generals 
Holmes and Price should know this. All are getting along well here. 

Very respectfully, 
J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


_ P. S.—The fall of Vicksburg may to some extent alter the position of 
forces in this district; if so, I beg to remind the general that there are 
valuable stores at this post—quartermaster’s, commissary, and ordnance. 


Camp AT RUSSELL’S FERRY, July 10, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWIne, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Jacksonport, Ark. : 


Magor*: In accordance with your orders, I forwarded to you every 
day a report of the movements of the enemy in the direction of Iron- 
ton, &c. I directed all my dispatches to the care of post quartermaster 
at Jacksonport, and, if you have not received them, it is his fault or the 
courier line south of that point. Brigadier-General Davidson left Iron- 
ton on the 30th of June, and marched with the greater part of his troops 
in the direction of Cape Girardeau. He camped near Iredericktown on 
July 2. Whether it is his intention to go to Cape Girardeau or to 
Bloomfield my scouts cannot as yet determine. I am inclined to think 
that the enemy are concentrating at Bloomfield, and will make that 
point a base of operations. There is one regiment, 800 strong, at Bloom- 
field at this time. They entered that town about two'weeks ago, and 
brought with them a train of 30 wagons, loaded with supplies. The 
wagons immediately returned to the Cape, from which point they will 
be compelled to transport their supplies, &c. One regiment is now 
building a bridge across the Mingo. ‘This stream empties into the Saint 
Francis about 16 miles from Poplar Bluff. I think this bridge is only 
for the purpose of keeping communication open between Ironton and 
Bloomfield. There are now at Ironton about 1,000 troops, mostly mili- 
tia. Col. Jake Hill (a big buck negro) has established his headquarters 
at that place, and is recruiting a regiment of American citizens of African 
descent. The Federal outposts are about 10 miles from Patterson, and — 
can be very easily captured, if the general will only give me permission. 
-  Davidson’s men say that they are going to Helena, down Crowley’s 
Ridge. There are about 2,500 Federals at New Madrid. They are pre- 
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paring extensive fortifications at that point, and say they are looking. 
for large re-enforcements. The enemy continue to make raids into 
West Plains and Thomasville from the direction of Hartville, Mo., but 
it is only in small bands and for plunder. There are only 800 or 900 
men at Rolla. A few militia at Salem and Houston. There are three 
companies at Hartville. 

Since our army has returned to Jacksonport, there will be no danger 
of an advance in this direction, as the enemy only presented a threaten- 
ing front in anticipation of an advance on our part; for as soon as they 
discovered that we did not intend to advance, they abandoned it. If 
the enemy advance at all, which I do not believe, it will be, in my opinion, 
from the direction of Bloomfield. Davidson’s force has been very much 
overrated. He left Ironton with about 4,000 men. That makes my , 
former estimate correct. I estimated his force at Ironton between 5,000 
and 6,000 effective men. There are a great many recruiting officers in 
this section ; they profess to be authorized by Major Crandall and others; 
they are not recruiting many men. Major Crandall and Colonel Wood 
are now encamped near head of Spring River. Colonel [J. T.] Cearnal 
is near Salem, Ark., and has 60 or 70 men. Colonel Kitchen is now 
encamped 3 miles from Chalk Bluff. His regiment was organized on 
yesterday. I have instructed him to watch the enemy at Bloomfield. 

‘Inclosed I send you map of roads and stations of my pickets.* 

My officers complain very much because their men have not been paid 
since 1st of last January. Four of my companies have not been paid 
one cent since they have been in the service. They were organized in 
January, and two-thirds of the men have been with me over eight months. 
A great many of the men are dismounted, and they want their money 
to buy horses. Has not Shelby’s brigade been paid since January? 
My officers say that it has. I hope the general will give me justice. I 
will send my quartermaster down for funds. 

I send you Democrat of July 4. 

Tam, major, your obedient servant, 
JNO. Q. BURBRIDGE, 
Colonel, Commanding, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., July 11, 1863. 
His Excellency H. FLANAGIN, 
Governor of Arkansas : 

Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 15th ultimo, covering a copy of a letter to the President 
of the Confederate States.t 

When the troops referred to by you were ordered to Louisiana, Vicks- 
burg was threatened by a heavy column, and Banks with a large army 
had invaded the State. The strategical importance of Vicksburg to 
this department was such that its defense was really that of the depart- 
ment itself. The movement of Banks up the valley of the Red River, 
whilst it threatened the occupation of one of the most valuable portions 
of the department, separated Arkansas from her source of supplies and 
means of military support, preventing the possibility of concentration, 
and exposing the troops in the valley of Arkansas to be taken in detail. 
The removal of the troops from Arkansas was, therefore, not only deemed 
a wise measure, but was also a military necessity. The exhausted con- 


* Omitted, as unimportant. tNot found. See Dayis to Flanagin, July 15, p. 9381. 
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dition of the Arkansas and Missouri frontiers was almost an insurmount- 
able obstacle to invasion, whilst the force left at the control of the dis- 
trict commander was nearly equal to the whole effective force in the rest 
of the Trans-Mississippi Department, and, if not adequate for defense, 
was all that could be placed at his disposal. The abandonment of the 
State of Arkansas has not been contemplated by the department com- 
mander, and he trusts its necessity may never arise. Should the enemy, 
massing a large column, push up the valley of the Red River, it will be 
necessary to concentrate all the available troops of the department and 
meet him there. Thus the valley of the Arkansas may be endangered 
or even temporarily occupied. I would urge the Executive to prepare 
for such an emergency, either by calling out the military, or organizing 
for its defense a State force without the conscript limit of age. 

The machinery referred to by you was removed from Camden, because 
the exposed position of that point left it within easy reach of a force 
from the Mississippi. The means at my disposal will not admit of troops 
being maintained at every point within the department. Machinery 
and material of vital importance to it must be removed to safe points in 
the interior. Disregard of this principle has already seriously impaired 
our resources. 

In conclusion, I would assure the Governor of Arkansas that I have 
the interests of his State at heart; that I am not biased by local influ- 
ences, but shall labor faithfully with the limited means at my disposal 
to preserve the integrity of this department. 

Iam, with much respect, Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
In the Field, near Cotton Plant, July 11, 1863—6.30 a. m. 
General STERLING PRICE, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Holmes directs me to say he will leave 
to-day for Augusta. Any communications for him to-day will be sent to 
Augusta; after to-day to Des Arc. s 

If successful in crossing Parsons’ brigade at Des Are, you will encamp 
it there in the most convenient and salubrious position, and await fur- 
ther orders from General Holmes. If you are not successful in accom- 
plishing the ferriage to Surrounded Hill, you will march by the route 
followed by Generals Fagan and McRae. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. HINSDALE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Camp Six MILES ABOVE GAINESVILLE, ARK., 
nh July 11, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE: eat 
GENERAL: I have fallen back from my position at Brown’s Ferry, in 
consequence of the scarcity of forage and supplies. While there, the 
regiment foraged in Missouri, but the reoccupation of Bloomfield by a 
heavy force rendered it extremely hazardous to send parties over the 
river for supplies. The forces of the enemy formerly in occupation of 
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Ironton have changed their position as a corps of observation from that 
place to Bloomfield. They are watching for Price to come into Mis- 
souri. <A prisoner in my hands belonging to Glover’s Third Gamble 
Militia, and captured by my scouts 14 miles from Bloomfield (Third and 
Eighth Regiments Gamble Cavalry are already at Bloomfield), says that 
the officers state that 30,000 Federals will be stationed at Bloomfield, 
but says his opinion is that the number will not exceed 15,000. I think 
some 5,000 or 6,000 are all that will be concentrated there. There has 
been a force left at Ironton sufficient only to garrison the forts at that 
point. Part of the troops to be sent to Bloomfield are of the Enrolled 
Militia. No artillery has yet arrived there, although some is on the way. 
It is said they. have a pontoon train. The forage is hauled from Cape 
Girardeau. The enemy is extending the lines of fortification at New 
Madrid so as to make them sufficiently capacious for a garrison of 10,000 
men. . 

The paper of 3d reports a battle near Harrisburg, Pa., in which Ewell 
and Longstreet routed the Federals and killed 4 generals (General Rey- 
nolds, U.S. Army, of the number). General Meade is in command of 
the United States Army on the Potomac. 

The conscript act has proved a failure. Papers are openly acknowl- 
edging the necessity of recognizing the Confederacy. Large peace meet- 
ings are being held. Lee has it all his own way in Pennsylvania. 

My battalion was organized into a regiment on July 9; S. G. Kitchen, 
colonel, Jesse Ellison, lieutenant-colonel, and J. A. Walker, major. I 
would not be surprised at a raid from the enemy soon. The clothing 
arrived last night. — 

I am, sir, &c., 
; 8S. G. KITCHEN, 
Colonel Tenth Missouri Cavalry. 


Hpors. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., July 11, 1863. 
General [S. P.] BANKHEAD, 
Commanding Northern Sub-District of Texas: 

GENERAL: [ learn to-day of your arrival at Bonham to take com- 
mand of the Northern Sub-District of Texas. You occupy a position 
of great importance to the country over which I have the present con- 
trol, and this country is of vital importance to Northern Texas. lt is, 
therefore, necessary that we should work together harmoniously for the 
common good. I therefore write to you to inform you of the state of 
affairs, and to give you my views of the manner in which our own cause 
can be most efficiently served. The point of present interest is Fort 
Gibson, where a force of the enemy, numbering from 4,000 to 6,000, are 
fortified, having twelve pieces of artillery, and where he is disposed to 
make a depot, from which he can either send large parties in the direc- 
tion of Texas or Arkansas, or from which he can move what force he 
may accumulate in either direction. I have neither the artillery nor the 
kind of force necessary to take a place of the strength of Fort Gibson. 
I would have forced them out for want of provisions had it not been 
for a sudden and unusual rise im the Grand and Verdigris NRivers, 
which prevented our troops assailing the train, upon which they were 
dependent for supplies, in sufficient force to effect its capture. The 
guard to the train strengthened the garrison considerably. I do not 
think that much will be attempted until further re-enforcements arrive. 
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It is just now, I think, your force can be of service, if you can raise 
2,000 men. You can move north, passing west of Fort Gibson, and fall 
upon Fort Scott, which is now very weak, and several small forts in 
Southwest: Missouri, or, if Fort Scott is re-enforced, the whole of the 
Neosho River in Kansas is in a well-settled country, from which you 
could draw sufficient supplies, and do them much damage, and occupy 
their troops in defending their own country. This can be done while 
the trdops I have oceupy a position in front of Fort Gibson. Iam going 
to the vicinity of Fort Gibson, where, in a few days, I shall have all the 
troops under my command concentrated. It will not do to wait in Texas 
until the State is invaded. The instant that the Indian country is over- 
run most of the tribes now friendly will be against us. They are, most 
of them, of but little value as soldiers, but they are better as friends 
than enemies. The advantage of keeping the foe at a distance from 
your district is too apparent to require discussion. In respect to sup- 
plies also, your district is of the utmost importance to my command. 
As the Indian country furnishes nothing except a little beef and salt, 
all other articles are principally drawn from Texas and from Hastern 
Arkansas. The latter source will, no doubt, be soon lost to us, the loss 
of Vicksburg leaving but little hope of saving the country along the 
Mississippi and its navigable tributaries, which will make the Indian 
country entirely dependent upon your district for everything essential 
for an army. 

Such is, briefly, the state of affairs and the opportunities offering. I 
should be pleased to meet you, and have a conversation on these sub- 
jects, if 1 could spare the time to do so. 

T have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN SUB-DISTRICT OF TEXAS, 
Bonham, Tex., July 11, 1863. 
Capt. Epmunp P. TURNER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Houston, Tea. : 


CAPTAIN: I herewith inclose an extract from a dispatch received to- 
day from General Steele.* Private letters to Maj. 8S. J. Lee estimate 
the enemy’s force at Fort Gibson at 4,500 men. I am apprehensive that 
General Steele will be compelled to fall back, and in that event I shall 
be forced to his assistance to prevent an inroad into this State. Look- 
ing to this contingency, my command is at present so inadequate to 
accomplish anything, that I must call the attention of the commanding 
general to the necessity of holding troops in readiness to send to this 
point at a moment’s warning. Colonel Gurley’s regiment, aggregating 
about 425 men, are the only troops now here. Colonel Hardeman’s 
seven companies are ordered to rendezvous here on the 15th instant, but 
I am at a loss to conjecture how many are to be depended on; certainly 
not over 350 effective total. This gives me an effective force of not 
exceeding 825 men of all arms. I do not include Colonel Terrell, as I 
have heard nothing from him directly; but, if his regiment was here 
their arms have not arrived, and may not be expected for some time; 
certainly not in time for them to take the field by the 1st or even 15th 
proximo. Of the six companies of State Line Troops, I know nothing 
not even their whereabouts. In view of the increasing importance of 


* Not found. 
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quick communication with your headquarters, I again urge that the 
contract for an express to Houston may be approved and put into oper- 
ation at once. Unless otherwise ordered, I shall establish an express to 
Shreveport, La., as the mail facilities are entirely too slow for military 
purposes. ra ae 
I have the honor, captain, to be, your obedient servant, 
SMITH P. BANKHEAD, 
Actg. Brig. Gen., Comdg. Northern Sub-District of Texas. 


HEADQUARTERS OvuTPosis, 
Camp at Russells Ferry, July 12, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY Ewine, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Jacksonport, Ark.: 

MAJor: Colonel Kitchen has fallen back from Chalk Bluff, and has 
established his headquarters near Gainesville. He says it is impossible 
for him to obtain forage on the Saint Francis. He represents the enemy 
concentrating at Bloomfield, and thinks that a large force will soon 
occupy that place. They came from Ironton, and their officers say that 
they intend going to Helena. Prisoners represent their effective force 
at 10,000 or 12,000. I have instructed Colonel Kitchen to post one 
company at Chalk Bluff, and to guard all the crossings of the Saint: 
Francis. My communications with Colonel Kitchen’s camp are now 
daily. If the enemy advance, shall I instruct Colonel Kitchen to form 
a junction with me near Pocahontas? If Price has fallen back to Little 
Rock, I think you may expect an advance of the enemy. They have a 
force superior to General Marmaduke, and will try to drive him out of 
this portion of Arkansas. Colonels Wood and Coleman are instructed 
to picket and scout the country in the direction of Thomasville, Mo., 
and Van Buren, Mo. Captain Reves occupies his old position near 
Doniphan. 

Captain Porter’s men claim to be twelve-months’ men. The majority of 
them will re-enlist, but some of them will not. They wish to reorganize, 
and their time will be up on the 5th of August. I wish instructions from 
the general in reference to this company. My quartermaster sends 
estimates for pay of troops up to June 30, 1863. In that estimate is in- 
cluded the bounty of the men. I hope the general will pay my regiment 
their bounty; it is due them, and they ought to have it. . They wish all 
that is due them for the purpose of buying horses. I have seven or 
eight deserters from my regiment. Shall [ forward the charges against 
them? Send me pay-rolls for May and June, and also muster-rolls. 

TI send you Saint Louis Democrat of the 5th of July. 

I am, major, your obedient servant, 
JNO. Q. BURBRIDGE, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


AUGUSTA, July 15, 1863. 
[Brig. Gen, J. S. MARMADUKE :] 

GENERAL: Owing to the genéral disaffection prevailing in the bri- 
gade, I would suggest that they be paid off immediately, if possible, and 
that the claims for horses killed in action be allowed and settled for forth- 
with. A great number of the men have lost their horses in the recent 
march to Helena, and, in case they are paid off, will be enabled to mount 
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themselves, and will do it. As there is great dissatisfaction existing 
among the men at this time, there will in all probability be numerous 
desertions. The only remedy which I at present see is to detach the 
regiments from each other, and would suggest that Thompson’s regi- 
ment be located near Yellville; Gordon’s regiment north of Hookram ; 
Gilkey’s regiment north of Powhatan, about Spring River, requiring the 
colonels commanding the regiments to be accountable for the conduct 
and loss of men, each commander reporting to you directly, thereby 
preventing any excuse arising on account of a brigade commander. By 
locating the regiments as suggested, scouting parties can be sent into 
Missouri at all times, gaining correct information of the enemy’s move- 
ments, and also having the approaches from ourfront thoroughly guarded. 
At the same time they can be readily concentrated at any time you may 
contemplate a general movement. Likewise each regiment wil! have a 
sufficient scope of country to purchase horses from and to obtain black- 
smith shops to have their horses all in condition for service. 

In case the above plan is adopted, I think that harmony will exist in 
the whole command, and it is the only plan which suggests itself which 
will obtain the desired end. 

The reason I make the above suggestion is induced by the interest I 
feel for the service and welfare of the brigade, and from no personal 
métives whatever, as I think it extremely doubtful whether I will ever - 
assume command again. 

: I am, general, yours, respectfully, 
JO. O. SHELBY, 
By CARROLL H. WOOD, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


P. S.—The battery might be divided with each regiment or encamped 
on the south side of White River, between Batesville and Jacksonport, 
or at the latter place, or the opposite side of the river, the ordnance 
wagons remaining with the battery. 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
July 16, 1863. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

There is much dissatisfaction in this command, and Colonel Thomp- 
son, present brigade commander, though a good officer, is not, I fear 
capable of harmonizing. I anticipate much desertion; some plan must 
be adopted to check it. Should the proposed expedition be immediately 
put on foot, that will, I think. _ Should not that be adopted, 1 would 
recommend the distribution of the regiments as suggested by Colonel 
Shelby, and E beg specially to call the lieutenant-general’s attention to 
the fact that these men have suffered much by hard service and heavy 
loss of animals, killed in battle or worn out in the service. They have 
received no remuneration for lost horses, and have not been paid since 
January, 1863, although estimates for said pay have been made out at 
the proper times, but no funds received by them. I think myself that 
this neglect is a serious and just cause of complaint. Even now I have 
no fands to pay a single man of this brigade for a single day of this 
year. 


Very respectfully, 


_J. 8. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., July 13, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. BLAtIR, ‘ 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Mason: I find that it requires more time to start Cabell’s brigade 
than I expected, much time being taken up in shoeing horses, &c. I 
inspected the command yesterday, and find many horses disabled by 
the recent march. The dismounted men are being organized separately. | 
General Cooper reports the river rising at the Creek Agency, which 
makes me less apprehensive of any collision near Gibson before all my 
troops are there. The heavy guns which were en route from San An- 
tonio have been repossessed by General Magruder, which leaves me 
with artillery less in number and caliber than is in Fort Gibson. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


Fort SMITH, ARK., July 13, 1863. 
General ALBERT PIKE, 
Little Rock, Ark. : 

Str: In your letter to General Holmes, published in the Patriot of 
the 11th instant, you state: as 

The line of the Arkansas is not now deemed important to be held. Colonel Cooper 
is, I believe, at Perryville, some 30 miles south of the Canadian, and General Steele’s 
headquarters are near Doaksville, nearer Red River than I was, and something like 
150 miles lower down that river; his troops, I think, are in that vicinity or nearer Red 
River, &c. 

This statement of yours was evidently made without sufficient knowl- 
edge of the facts. There is no foundation for it whatever, except the fact 
of a portion of my troops having been at one time at or near Doaksville, 
where they were sent last winter for.the greater convenience of obtain- 
ing forage and subsistence, and for recruiting purposes. My own head- 
quarters has been and stillis at Fort Smith. At the date of your letter 
General Cooper was upon the Arkansas, where he still is. I make this 
statement simply for the purpose of correcting the assertion conveyed 
in your letter, which is calculated to injure both myself and the country 
which I have the honor to command. Ido not desire to enter into any 
newspaper controversy, considering discussions of that character at all 
times unprofitable, but more particularly so in the present condition of 
our country. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


——— 


RICHMOND, VA., July 14, 1865. 
General E. KirBy SMITH: 

Srr: I some time since sent you a dispatch invoking your aid to 
relieve the siege of Vicksburg.* Probably before you received it the 
disaster which was apprehended had occurred. By the fall of our two 
fortified places on the Mississippi River (Vicksburg and Port Hudson), 
your department is placed in a new relation, and your difficulties must 
be materially enhanced. You now have not merely a military, but also 


*See Davis to Smith, July 2, p. 902, and Smith’s reply, July 10, p. 913. 
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a political problem involved in your command. I have been warned 
against a feeling which is said to exist in favor of a separate organiza- 
tion on the part of the States‘west of the Mississippi. Unreasonable 
men think they have been neglected, and timid men may hope that they 
can make better terms for themselves if their cause is not combined with 
that of the Confederacy. Already I am told that dissatisfaction exists 
in Arkansas, and that it has been assumed that you intend to abandon 
that country, the basis of such supposition being your concentration 
of troops in Louisiana. To give to each section all that local interests 
may suggest, will, of course, be impossible, but much discontent may be 
avoided by giving such explanations to the Governors of the States as 
will prevent them from misconstruing your actions, and men are some- 
times made valuable coadjutors by conferring with them without sur- 
rendering any portion of that control which it is essential for a com- 
mander to retain. Separated from the Eastern States as you now are, 
your department must needs be, to a great extent, self-sustaining. It 
contains large resources of mineral wealth, but they have been little 
developed, and I fear there is a great want of skilled labor. To get 
iron, test its qualities, combine it into the best gun-metal, and cast ord- 
nance will be one of your first efforts. Some persons skilled in the cast- 
ing of guns have been sent over. J am not informed what progress they 
have made. To manufacture gun carriages and army wagons will also 
be necessary. These operations may be partly conducted by contract, 

_but you will probably have also to maintain‘an establishment for that 
purpose. You will also require a powder mill, and I hope you will be 
able to procure saltpeter and sulphur in the country. 

Some attempts have been made to establish arsenals for the repair and 
manufacture of small-arms, but the removal and dispersion of the ma- 
chinery has, I fear, greatly retarded the successful prosecution of the 
work. In selecting the places at which these various operations may be 
carried on, you will have, to some extent, to defer to the wishes of the 
people of the different States to have such establishments within their 
limits, and for other and more weighty considerations it would be advis- 
able so to separate these establishments that not more than one could’ 
be destroyed in a single expedition of the enemy. You will also have 
to encourage the tanning of leather. for the manufacture of shoes and 
harness, and to stimulate domestic industry in the manufacture of 

_ clothes, and, if possible, of blankets, and to all this must be added the 

encouragement in the production of food to support your army and 

maintain the people. In any view of the case, and especially in con- 

nection with an advance into Missouri, it is necessary that the valley 

of the Arkansas should be kept in such sense of security as to insure 
the full cultivation of the land. Of its capacity as a grain-growing re- 

gion you are sufficiently advised ; of its importance in connection with 
maintaining the friendly feeling of the Indians it would be needless to 
say anything to you, whose years of observation have rendered the sub- 
ject familiar. By the use of cavalry, accompanied by light batteries, I 
hope you will be able to prevent the enemy from using the Mississippi 
for commercial purposes. ‘Beyond that, I suppose your operations must 
be confined to the interior of the country, and that, as your means in- 
crease, you will be able to prevent the enemy from using the smaller 
rivers to penetrate the interior. When you can get a rolling-mill estab- 
lished, it may be that iron-clad gunboats may be constructed on the 
Arkansas and Red Rivers, which will enable you, in some contingen-, 
cies, to assume the offensive. Ihave directed arms and munitions to be 
sent to you by sea, This will necessarily involve a long line of land 
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transportation, but, under existing circumstances, it is the best which 
can be done. Orders have been sent out for the purchase of cotton and 
woolen cards, and I hope it will be practicable to send some of these 
to yourdepartment. I would readily give any facilities which we ean 
afford to any one who would introduce machinery into your department 
for the manufacture of such cards. The endurance of our people is to 
be severely tested, and nothing will serve more to encourage and sustain 
them than a zealous application of their industry to the task of pro- 
ducing within themselves whatever is necessary for their comfortable 
existence, and in proportion as the country exhibits a power to sustain 
itself, so will the men able to bear arms be inspired with a determina- 
tion to repel invasion. During the summer months the enemy cannot, 
I suppose, attempt any extensive operations in the southern portion of 
your department. During the fall the rivers will scarcely be navigable; 
and the interval will, I hope, enable you to do much in the way of prep- 
aration. 

I have understood that substantial steamboats and good engines have 
been made at Little Rock, and that contracts would be taken for the con- 
struction of such, if proposals were invited. Concerning this and all the 
like subjects of which I have spoken, you are in a situation to obtain 
correct information, and will know how to secure the co-operation of such 
persons as will be most likely to render your efforts successful. I sup- 
pose you will encounter, as we have elsewhere, embarrassment and an- 
noyance from the class of persons who, eager for gain and careless of 
theircountry’s welfare, engage in illicit trade with the enemy. Thelitile 
benefit which is derived from such traffic is so greatly overbalanced by: 
the injuries which it inflicts, that as far as may be it should be prevented. 
I have rejoiced in the success which has attended the operations of your 
troops in Southern Louisiana, and trust it is but the beginning of & 
career which will extend itself to every portion of your department and 
cause your administration of it to redound equally to the good of our 
country and your own fame. Weare now in the darkest hour of our 
political existénce. Iam happy in the confidence I feel in your ability, 
zeal, and discretion. The responsibility with which you are charged is 
heavy indeed, and your means I know are very inadequate. Ifmy power 
were equal tomy will, you should have all which you require. It grieves 
me to have enumerated so many and such difficult objects for your at- 
tention when I can give youSo little aidin their achievement. May God 
guide and preserve you, and grant to us a future in which we may con- 
eratulate each other on the achievement of the independence of our 
country. a. 

‘Truly, your friend, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HOSPITAL AT Mr. ALLEN POLK’s, 
July 14, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE: 


DEAR Sire: I wrote you on the 12th by one of our scouts. This 
morning another opportunity presents itself, of which I will avail my- 
self, Yesterday evening five of our infirmary corps who were detained 
in Helena came out, and will go on to the army this morning. ‘They 
were allowed to come out without being paroled. Accompanying them 
is a paroled prisoner from Vicksburg, who fully confirms the sad news 
of the surrender of that gallant city on the 4th instant. I had hoped, 


928 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cnar. XXXIV. 


until seeing and conversing with him, that there might still be some 
mistake in the Federal reports on that subject, but unfortunately they 
turn out to be true. The reason that he assigns for the surrender was 
want of provisions. The army, he states, had for some weeks been on 
quarter rations, and the day prior to the capitulation mule meat was 
issued to the men. This, with the inability of General Johnston to re- 
lieve them, was stated to the men as the reason for the surrender. On 
the 3d, General Pemberton sent a flag of truce to General Grant pro- 
posing terms, which was replied to by General G. on the 4th, when 
the Federals came in and took possession; a sad Fourth of July to us 
this has proved.. From what I can learn, the terms of surrender were 
about these: Officers and men all to be paroled on the spot, and to be 
marched out in a body, the officers retaining theif side arms and the © 
men their personal effects. Everything else the Federals took posses- 
sion of. He knows very little about individuals, but says that a great 
many of our men were sick; he thinks that there were not more than 
10,000 men fit for duty, and as they were kept daily on duty on quarter 
rations, they were very much exhausted. He thinks that, on the evening 
of the 4th, a large part of Grant’s army started toward Jackson, in pur- 
suit of General Johnston, and he heard it reported in Helena yesterday 
that they had cut Johnston up very badly and taken a large number of 
prisoners. This same report I heard from Federal surgeons, who were 
out a day or two since. ‘This, however, may all be Yankee gasconade. 

The men brought out no papers from Helena, and I am, therefore, 
unable to give you any definite information from General Lee’s army. 
They say, however, that the Yankees still claim a victory over him in 
Pennsylvania, but that our friends in Helena do not credit it. One 
‘man who read the papers states that the telegrams were so confused 
‘dnd contradictory that he could make nothing out of them. You may 
have received more recent and reliable news on ali these points than I 
have; still, 1 give you such information as I have received. Citizens 
here are not allowed to go into Helena, nor to receive papers therefrom, 
so that we are very much cut off from all sources of news, and have to 
depend on papers occasionally smuggled out and on chance passers-by. 
Our pickets (some 50 or 60) went by this yesterday, within a mile or so 
of town. The Federals (I mean their cavalry) have not been out for 
several days, but may do so at any time. I have made inquiry, but 
cannot ascertain that any gunboats have gone up White River. I have 
no heart to write on any other subject. Our wounded are getting on 
very well. I would be glad to learn your whereabouts, and to know. 
whether I will hag to join you in Texas or elsewhere. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. M. McPHEETERS. 


CAMP NEAR VILLAGE CREEK, 
July 14, 1863. 
Maj. THomas L. SNEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


I am now within a day’s march of Jacksonport, with two regiments; 
one is at Jacksonport, sent ahead by General Fagan. I would like to 
know to whose division I belong. I was put under command and sent 
up this way by General Holmes. This way of doing is just the way to 
get everything into a snarl. I have been fighting mud and working 
along so laboriously that it has just been out of my power to get up my 


eS ee 


_Cuar. XXXIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 929 


‘report sooner; have no stationery or candles. However, I send it by 


be ana I stopped in Augusta long enough to sketch it off hur- 
riedly. 

I regret this, as General Holmes has, by his hasty remarks, done both 
my brigade and myself gross injustice, which requires at my hands a 
publication based upon my report, as, under the circumstances, that 
course is unavoidable. Already it is stated that General Price was to 
carry Fort Gorman. If we were to do so, General Holmes did not men- 
tion the matter in the conference in which I was. We were to attack 
and take Graveyard Hill, and we did it, just as we would either of the 
others, if so ordered. — 

My men are sickening rapidly. Under directions from General 
Holmes, many of the men have been furloughed. I would suggest that 
General Price authorize me to halt somewhere near Little Red River, 
which is the center of the district where my command was raised, and 
refit and collect my furloughed and absent men. I believe this would 
be best for the service. 

Your obedient servant, 
D. McRAE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Camp at Russells Ferry, July 14, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EwINe, 
Assistant Adjutant- General: 


MAsor: My last dispatches gave it as my opinion that at that: time 
General Davidson did not intend an advance in this direction, and that 
the threatening front presented was only to prevent an expected raid 
on our part, and that, as soon as he discovered that it was not our inten- 
tion to advance, he, of course, abandoned it, and commenced the con- 
centration of his whole force at Bloomfield, Mo. His object in so doing 
and the benefits arising from such a move are, in my opinion, twofold. 
He could not only from this point protect Ironton (that he had an eye 
to this, notice his bridging the Mingo and other small streams), but 
would also occupy such a position as would enable him to cover Cape 
Girardeau and New Madrid, thereby rendering the navigation of the 
Mississippi above that point perfectly secure. 

Again, from this point he could the more readily assume the offensive 
than from any other place, and, by bridging the Saint Francis, could 
throw his whole force upon Jacksonport, or unite with those at Helena. 
Davidson’s force is now undoubtedly superior to that of General Mar- 
maduke, and, in the event of an advance, that force will be swelled by 
the troops now at Cape Girardeau and New Madrid, this advance super- 
seding the necessity of their remaining any longer to protect those 
points. The design of such a movement would be either to force Gen- 
eral Marmaduke to abandon this portion of Arkansas or to unite with 
the troops at Helena, and march upon Little Rock, and drive us south 
of the Arkansas River. Helena is now secure, and no reason exists 


. why those troops may not engage in such an expedition. When David- 


son does advance, I think he will eross at Chalk Bluff, that being his 
most accessible point. The above reasons induce me to think that it 
is the intention of General Davidson to advance, and that before long. 
Colonel Kitchen writes me that there are only 1,200 now at Bloomfield, 
but that there are several regiments on the way to that point, I think 
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he is mistaken, for I have every reason to believe that Davidson, with 
his whole force, is encamped at that point. One hundred Federals are 
posted near Chalk Bluff, on the opposite side of the river. My scouts 
now have no trouble going in the direction of Ironton, and several of 
them are now posted in the vicinity of that place. They represent both 
Tronton and Pilot Knob with small garrisons. Iam satisfied this is 
true, as the enemy confine themselves to those places, and are not send- 
ing out any scouts. Recruiting officers give me a great deal of trouble 
with their recruiting authority; they pass my outposts, and some of 
them are engaged in smuggling goods from Ironton. About every 
other man you meet has recruiting authority from some one to raise a 
regiment or @ company. Two-thirds of them never intend to raise a 
company, but only wish the authority to enable them to pass with im- 
punity.. Two of these men passed a negro through Captain Reves’ 
pickets to Ironton. The negro is a free negro, living at Pocahontas. 
It seems that they are connected together for the pyrpose of bringing 
out goods. Iam on the lookout, and will try and arrest them. 

Mrs. Elliott, of Pocahontas, applied to me for a pass to go to Ironton 
for her children. I refused to grant it, and she was passed through my 
lines by some of those recruiting officers. I have given strict orders to 
officers in command of outposts to allow no one to pass without passes 
from the general or myself. Officers who are legally authorized to 
raise regiments are, of course, very anxious to recruit, and generally 
give recruiting power to every one that applies. We have, therefore, 
the whole country overrun by them. I would like to have some instruc- 
tions from the general concerning these men. 

My officers are all willing to help defray the expenses of Colonel Con- 
row to Richmond and back. I will send you aroster of my officers to- 
morrow. 

Private Grissom, unfortunately, escaped from his guard upon the way 
to this camp. From what the corporal says, he was very negligent of 
his duty. I will send his description to Colonels Wood and Coleman, 
and instruct them to use every effort to effect his capture. 

I have heard of a Saint Louis paper of the 8th. I will try and get it. 
and send it to you. I understand that it acknowledges a disastrous 
defeat in Virginia, and says: Vicksburg has surrendered. 

Iam, major, &c., 
JNO. Q. BURBRIDGE, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DrtvIsIon, 
July 16, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded. I inclose my order to Burbridge concerning 
recruiting: officers* for General Holmes. Approved or disapproved, I 
repeat it, that many of these recruiting officers are an injury and a nui- 
sance. Iam yet unable to determine what force is at Bloomfield, who 
is in command, or what the intentions of the enemy are, but am inclined 
to think that my proposed attack can be successfully made before the 
enemy are too strongly posted and their plans matured, and thereby 
defeat or check the campaign which.they are now preparing. 
Very respectfully, &e., 
J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


* Not found, 


‘ 
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Ricumonpd, July 15, 1863. 
His Excellency H. FLANAGIN, 
Governor of Arkansas : . 


Sig: I have the honor to acknowledge yours of June 26, with the in- 
closed copy of your letter to General Smith, of June 15.* 5 

Before entering on the various questions presented, allow me to cor- 
rect a misconception of the intent of a sentence in mine of April 3, to 
which you reply. 

I stated a fact in relation to men of the old regiments serving on the 
_ east side of the Mississippi having entered new organizations on the 
west side. I did not say, nor deem it necessary to say, that I had been 
informed that they were authorized to do so by their superior officers 
in Arkansas; but knowing the fact, could not mean to charge them as 
guilty of the abandonment of their own regiments, which is the con- 
struction you give to the statement of the fact as one of the reasons 
which had reduced the number of troops on the east side of the river, 
and probably inferring that the same man had been counted twice by 
- you, but certainly not intending, as you suppose, to do injustice to the 
soldiery referred to. 

It is no doubt true that men in the army are seriously affected by 
the knowledge that their homes are in the hands of the enemy, and 
that men remaining at home, under such circumstances, are thereby 
deterred from entering the service, and for these and for many other 
and more cogent reasons it has always been our policy not to yield an 
acre of Confederate soil. But the power has not always been equal to 
the will, and we have been reduced by hard necessity to yield those 
portions of territory to which you refer, but it is hoped only for a sea- 
son. I cannot suppose that your apprehensions that General Smith 
proposes to surrender the valley of the Arkansas can be well founded. 
His long service on the Western frontier must render him fully aware 
of the importance of holding that rich agricultural country, viewed in 
its relation to the defense of the State, to the retention of our influence 
in the Indian country, to a future advance into Missouri, and to the 
honor and general welfare of the Confederacy. Since the date of your 
letter, I have learned of General Smith’s orders for an attack upon 
Helena, and hope that will have satisfied you that his purpose was 
_ rather to enlarge our occupation in Arkansas than to diminish it. 

Our recent disasters will, I hope, only serve to nerve the true men of 
the Confederacy to greater exertion. The movement of troops from 
Arkansas to Louisiana, it might well have been hoped, would prevent 
~ the fall of Vicksburg. It is needless to say to you how greatly that 
would have promoted our future prospects in the Trans-Mississippi 
Department. The loss of the two fortified places we held on the river 
gives the enemy such power as will greatly interfere with fature com- 
munication and co-operation between the States Hast and West. In 
proportion as you are separated from the States of the Hast, those of 
- the West are thrown more and more on their own resources, and in 
proportion as my ability to aid you diminishes, so does my anxiety for 
your safety increase, and my determination to make every effort for 
your defense keeps pace with that anxiety. 

Though the route will be circuitous, I hope we shall be able to send 
you an adequate supply of arms and munitions, and if every man able 
to bear arms, whether subject to conscription or not, will rally to the 
standard of his country, I have an abiding faith that our success will 


dl 


*Not found; but see Smith to Flanagin, July 11, p. 919, 
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be commensurate. under the blessing of Providence, with the justice of 
our cause. 

We have in the Western States vast mineral resources, and we must 
give increased attention to their development. Some time since I 
directed men skilled in the casting of guns to be sent over, with the | 
hope that by the establishment of a foundry we could, from the iron of — 
the country, make all the heavy guns which would be required in the 
department. tee 

You cannot regret more than I do the injury which has resulted from 
the rémoval of the machinery for the manufacture of small-arms. It 
had been sent from Little Rock to Napoleon before I heard of its removal. 
Directions were given to send it back to Little Rock; and afterward, 
learning that it had been removed from Napoleon before the order was 
received, though it was promptly given, further directions were given to 
have it returned, and efforts were being made to do so when, by inter- . 
ruption of communication across the Mississippi, the last information I 
had of it was that it was on the 9th of this month at Jackson, Miss., and 
the ordnance officer said he should probably be compelled to send it back 
to Alabama. 

Iam sure your good will and good judgment will not allow you to 
impute errors, even when, as in this case, they are great, to any want of 
desire to withhold from any portion of our country all which it is need- 
ful to have and possible to give. The war in which we are engaged is 
one of immense magnitude, and it oftentimes happens that officers who 
had never previously exercised high command are called upon to bear 
. great responsibilities and to hold complicated and important trusts. It 
is not, therefore, a matter of surprise that frequent errors should be com- 
mitted, which, viewed in retrospect, would seem very palpable, and which 
must at last often be judged without a knowledge of many attending 
circumstances which may well have affected the conclusions of the actors. 
But it is to the future, not to the past, that we must address ourselves, 
and I wish to assure you, though I hope it is unnecessary, that no effort 
shall be spared to promote the defense of the Trans- Mississippi Depart- 
ment, and to develop its resources so as to meet the exigencies of the 
present struggle. 

The States of the Confederacy can have but one fortune. Localities 
and individuals must suffer differently, but the prize for which we strive— 
independence—must be gained by all, or we must all share a fate which, 
to every man fit to bea freeman, would be worse than torture and death. 

The officer sent to command the department is one who I am sure will 
win your confidence and esteem. It is his duty to the extent of his power 
to defend every portion of the territory embraced in his command, but 
he must take an expanded view, surrendering unimportant to maintain 
important points, where the whole cannot be covered, and if at any time 
you should not be able to understand the purpose for which a partic- 
ular distribution of troops was made, and it should be proper for the 
time to conceal the plan of operations, I hope you will abide the devel- 
opment of events, and as confidence in his zeal and ability grows in your 
breast you will be able to infuse that confidence into others who may 
doubt, and thus promote that union and energy without which we would 
become segregated and helpless. Jam sure you will find him free from 
all jealous or captious temper, and ready to profit by any information 
you may give him as to the best mode of developing the resources of the 
country and providing for its wants. 

You say nothing of General Holmes, but you have had opportunity 
to know him, and I hope you concur with me that his zeal, integrity, 
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and devotion to his duty are equal to those of any one. He has served 
long on the frontier of Arkansas, and will know how to enforce the im- 
eobeety of the valley of the Arkansas, to which I have in this letter 
alluded. . : 

The future of the Trans-Mississippi States is not solely dependent on 
- military sagacity. Political mingle with military elements in the prob- 
lem beforé us, and the success of the general must depend in no small 
degree upon the co-operation of the Governors of the States. 

lam happy in the assurance that I can expect from you everything 
which your judgment approves, and I do not doubt that itis only nec- 
essary there should be co-intelligence between us to give uniformity to 
our conclusions. It will always give me pleasure to hear from you as 
freely and as fully as your convenience will permit, and I beg you to 
accept assurances of the regard and esteem with which I am, very re- 


spectfully and truly, yours, JEFFERSON DAVIS 
7 ‘ 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., July 15, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL, Present: 

GENERAL: The intelligence, to-day received, that the river above is 
falling, renders it necessary that troops moving toward Fort Gibson 
should be in position to re-enforce General Cooper as soon as possible. 
You will, therefore, send forward without delay such portion of your 
brigade as may be in readiness, taking the North Fork road, and cross- 
ing the Canadian at Briartown, at or near which point the advance 
portion of your brigade will await until the remaining portion arrives, 
should there be no emergency requiring it to move to the assistance of 
General Cooper. 


Your obedient servant, 
. WM. STEELE, 


Brigadier-General. 


HpgRrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Fort Smith, Ark., July 18, 1863. 
Col. A. S. MORGAN, 
Commanding Morgan’s Regiment : 

COLONEL: I am directed by the general commanding to say that 
when the removal of his headquarters from this place [is made], you 
will assume command of this place and of the depots, and take such 
measures as you may deem necessary for the public interest. Captain 
Fitzwilliams, commanding company of Partisan Rangers, has been 
ordered to report to you with his mounted company. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
B. G. DUVAL, 


Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, cagiam TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 30. Shreveport, La., July 18, 1863. 
I. At a general court-martial convened at Alexandria, La., by Para- 
graph II, Special Orders, No. 58, current series, from these Headquar- 
ters, whereof Brig. Gen. C. J. Polignac, Provisional Army of the Con- 
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federate States, is president, was arraigned and tried Lieut, Col. Aristide 
Gerard, Thirteenth Regiment Louisiana Volunteers. 

CHARGE.—Disobedience of orders. 

Specification.—In this, that Lieut. Col. A. Gerard, of the Thirteenth 
Louisiana Regiment Volunteers, serving in the Provisional Army of the 
Confederate States, being in command of Fort De Russy, Louisiana, hayv- 
ing been ordered by Major-General Taylor, commanding District of West- 
ern Louisiana, to evacuate Fort De Russy, and, if possible, to save all the 
guns and stores, did not use proper diligence and obedience to said or- 
ders, but did destroy a considerable quantity of Government property 
and stores which it was possible to save, and threw into the river two 
32-pounder guns, and endeavored to destroy one other 32-pounder gun 
by subjecting it toa great heat. This at Fort De Russy, on the 23d, 
24th, and 25th days of April, 1863. 


FINDING AND SENTENCE. 


Of the specification to the charge, “Not guilty.” 

Of the CHARGE, “ Not guilty.” 

And the court do therefore honorably acquit the accused, Lieut. Col. 
Aristide Gerard, Thirteenth Regiment Louisiana Volunteers. 


II. The proceedings of the court in the case of Lieut. Col. A. Gerard, 
Thirteenth Regiment Louisiana Voitnteers, are approved. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gerard will be released from arrest and returned to duty. 
By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith. 
8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Camp at Russells Ferry, July 19, 1863. 
Capt. JOHN C. Moore, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Jacksonport: 

CAPTAIN: Colonel Kitchen’s estimate of the Federal force at Bloom- 
field is confirmed by my own scouts from Poplar Bluff. Very few Fed- 
eral scouts are sent out, from Bloomfield, and they make no attempt to 
cross the Saint Francis River. Citizens report the Federals feeding all 
the wheat in that vicinity, on account of the scarcity of forage. 

The force at Ironton and Pilot Knob is about as previously reported. 
No scouts are sent out from those points. I send you field returns of 
my regiment and Oaptain Reves’ company. Reports from the other 
commands have not as yet been sent in, although they were ordered to 
do so six days ago. I will forward them as soon as received. 4 

Colonels Wood and Coleman have not as yet acknowledged the 
receipt of Brigadier-General Marmaduke’s order. I do not think they 
intend obeying it. I suppose the reason why Colonel Coleman does not 
report is that Major Crandall is in command of his men. 

Captain Reves writes me that he has seen a Saint Louis paper of the 
11th. He says it contains full particulars of the Vicksburg surrender. 
Lieutenant-General Pemberton surrendered, on the 4th, 14 brigadier- 
generals, 130 colonels, 30,000 privates, 50,000 small-arms, and 102 can- 
non. He also says that a citizen reports seeing the 13th, which denies 
the surrender, and says, on the contrary, the enemy was repulsed, with 
a loss of 8,000. . 

I am, captain, your obedient servant, 
JNO. Q. BURBRIDGH, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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LittLE Rock, ARK., July 20, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Richmond, Va.: 

DEAR Sir: The paymaster-general of Missouri, Col. J. T. Thornton, ° 
takes this letter across the Mississippi to mail to you, and will, after 
a visit on business to Columbia, present you a letter of introduction 
and bring you information as to affairs here. My position here is satis- 
factory. “When I last wrote you I anticipated great trouble. A firm 
but conciliatory course, which Colonel Thornton will detail to you, pro- 
duced a complete alteration in the attitude of General Price and others, 
and I now have confidence in harmonious action between them and me, 
in support of the views I expressed in Richmond to you and the Presi- 
dent. A system of counterpoises among the military politicians, indis- 
pensable to a just exercise of civil authority, will soon be established. 
The materials for it are ample. 

I inclose a copy of an important letter yesterday received from Gen- 
eral EK. K. Smith, as you may fail to get a copy. Governor Lubbock 
and I were schoolfellows in Charleston. I shall seek his co-operation in 
directing the military toward good ends and good measures. Both 
Governor Flanagin and Governor Moore will, I think, from my knowl-. 
edge of them, act in no sectional or separatist spirit. 

-General E. K. Smith has the confidence of everybody, and, in my 
opinion, is just the man for this department. We are not at all despond- 
ent on account of the loss of Vicksburg, but will endeaver to do our 
full share in the coming struggle. 

It gives me great pleasure to notice the high opinion the military and 
the public generally entertain of your vigor and ability as a war min- 
ister. 

I write also to Colonel [W. P.| Johnson, by this opportunity, a short 
letter. Colonel Thornton has confidential verbal messages for you from 
me, and I think you will not regret giving him a longinterview. Hehas 
my full confidence, and can be trusted as an intelligent, reliable man. 

I remain, dear sir, very truly, yours, 
THOS. C. REYNOLDS, 
[Governor of Missourit.] 


P. 8.—If anything should happen to Holmes and Price, old General 
Roane ranks all other officers here. All tell me Fagan is by far the best 
of the Arkansas brigadiers, and I think so too; he was distinguished 
at Manassas, Shiloh, and recently very much at Helena. Let me urge 
you to have him made a major-general. 


{Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., July 13, 1863. 
Govs. THomas C. REYNOLDS, F. R. LuBBoox, H. "PLANAGIN, and 

THSomAS O. MOORE: 

Sires: Upon my arrival in this department, in April last, I found head- 
quarters at Little Rock, Ark. I repaired there from Alexandria, and 
endeavored to impartially survey the field of my labor. After investi- 
gation into the past and present condition of the department, I was 
enabled to form an opinion of what should be my future course. I de- 
termined that. my most important duties were administrative, and that 
I must leave, in a great measure, the active operations of the field to 
my juniors. I selected this as the most central and best point for depots 
and headquarters. . 

Vicksburg has fallen. 'The enemy possess the key to this department. 
What will be his future operations can only be determined by time. It 
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is my duty to try to anticipate, meet, and if possible thwart, if not de- 
feat, his plans, whatever they may be. ’ 

The possession of the Mississippi River by the enemy cuts off this 
department from aid from and communication with Richmond; conse- 
quently we must be self-sustaining and self-reliant in every respect. — 

My position as commanding general under existing and future state 
of affairs places me in the way of ascertaining the wants and neces- 
sities of the department better than any other person. These are of the | 
most weighty character, and require serious corisideration of the wise 
and patriotic intellects of the States west of the Mississippi. I see the 
magnitude of the subject and the great responsibilities connected with it. 

I am an humble, but by position an important, agent in the defense of 
a cause that involves all that makes the name of home and country de- 
sirable. With God’s help and yours, I will cheerfully grapple with the 
difficulties that surround us, and if you and the reflecting minds of your 
respective States will sustain me, with prayer to God, and with my every 
mental and physical effort: devoted to the cause, I shall work on hope- 
fully and, I trust, successfully. T'o do this, however, I must have your 
personal acquaintance, your confidence, and your individual and com- 
bined co-operation, with that of the leading spirits and judicial minds 
of your States. 

I earnestly desire to secure and merit the confidence of the people 
whose homes I am ordered to defend. I would, then, respectfully sug- 
gest that you will meet in conference with me at Marshall, Tex., on 
the 15th day of August next, and that you will invite the members of 
the supreme courts of your States to attend with you at that meeting. 
I desire to have the support and advice of the representative men of 
the States composing my department. : 

. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
; EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Tieutenant-General, C. 8S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, July 20, 1863. 
Major-General PRICE, Commanding Division, de., Searcy : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this after- ‘ 
noon of your report of the attack on Helena, and of your communication 
of the 19th instant from Des Are. 

For some days past Lieutenant-General Holmes has been confined to 
his bed by illness, and has been unable to attend to business of any 
kind. He is improving in health, however. As soon as his convales- 
cence shall permit, the papers above mentioned will be submitted to his 
consideration. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
W. B. BLAIR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Camp 20 MILES SOUTHWEST OF GAINESVILLE, ARK., 
; July 21, 1863—12 m. 
Col. JOHN Q. BURBRIDGE: eu 
In consequence of an advance of the enemy, I have been compelled | 
to fall back. The advance, 350 strong, were camped last 4 miles below 
Scatterville, and are coming down the ridge, from what I can learn. 
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Their entire force is estimated at 12,000, with some twenty pieces of 
artillery and 800 infantry. They are fortifying Bloomfield, and may do 
the same at the Chalk Bluff. 

T am falling back on Marmaduke, and will cross at Lofton’s Ferry, as 
I will be unable to get through with my train any farther up Cache 
River. My courier will remain with you and fall back as you do. 
There is considerable danger of your being attacked by a superior 
force from the ridge if you remain where you now are. A force of 
cavalry could cross by Moore’s and easily get in your rear. Vicksburg 
is not taken, at least up to the 13th. Three brigades of Yankees were 
captured by Johnston near Vicksburg. Vicksburg has four months’ 
provisions. Lee has cut the Federals to pieces ir Pennsylvania. Long- 
streét engaged them with his corps and commenced retreating; re- 
treated two days, occasionally throwing away a gun, saber, or wagon, 
thus inducing the Federals to think he was retreating precipitately, until 
Ewell and Hill got on each flank, and then Longstreet turned and held 
them at bay, and Ewell and Hill closed in and whipped them on the 
third day. The enemy say, through their,papers, that they lost 80,000 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. Forty thousand prisoners were taken 
by Lee and sent to Virginia, on their refusing to be paroled. 

It is stated that Kirby Smith had possession of Algiers, opposite New 
Orleans ; also that Morgan had taken Columbus, Ky., and evacuated it. 
Pillow is over in that section of Tennessee, conscripting. 

I am, sir, &c., 
8S. G. KITCHEN, 
Colonel Tenth Missouri Cavalry. 


JACKSONPORT, ARK., July 21, 1863. 
Major-General PRICE, Commanding, de. : 

GENERAL: Dr. Pearson (of Des Arc) has sent me, by courier, from 
Wittsburg the dispatch for you and paper. Dr. Pearson wrote this at 
8 a. m. on 20th; was in Memphis on 18th or 19th. 

Colonel Kitchen writes, July 20, 2 p. m., that the advance of the 
enemy, in force, were crossing at Chalk Bluff. Colonel Burbridge writes,* 
July 20, from Pocahontas, that his pickets near Doniphan were driven 
in on the 19th; thinks a Federal scout did this. It seems to me 
that all indicates an actual advance into this State of a strong Federal 
force. Pearson thinks there will be aco-operating force by water. The 
supposition is reasonable, to say the least of it. 

I hear that General Holmes is very ill. I have no specific instruc- 
tions, and no idea of the plan of operations. The question is one of so 
serious importance that I have deemed it advisable to write to you, in- 
asmuch as General Holmes may be so ill as to be unable to attend to 
business. 

Considering the high water, the admirable means of operating in the 
Federal hands, and their possible combined movement by land and 
water, concentration is absolutely necessary in order to give decided re- 
sistance at some point, and to do this requires prompt action.’ 


Very respectfully, 
J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.—I do not know where the infantry force is, nor do I know where 
your headquarters are. White River is rising, and within 4 feet of 
high-water mark in the late flood. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, July 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, 
Commanding Division, Searcy, Ark. : 


GENERAL: By direction of Lieutenant-General Holmes, I have the 
honor to inclose herewith letters from Brigadier-General Marmaduke 
(one inclosure each) of July 18 and 20 instant, and also one from Colonel 
Kitchen of July 19 instant,* all giving intelligence of the enemy’s force 
in Southeastern Missouri, and of his probable intentions. 

- The condition of General Holmes’ health entirely prevents hope of his 
being able to take the field in person at this time. If the reports con- 
tained in the inclosed letters be correct, they disclose a state of affairs 
- that will render immediate and energetic action necessary. He directs 

me, therefore, to say that he relies upon you to take such measures as, 

in consultation with General Marmaduke, you may find necessary to 
-meet the threatened advance of the enemy, in whatever direction it may 
come. 

Inclosed I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a letter of this 
date from these headquarters to Brigadier-General Marmaduke, by 
which you will perceive he is directed to inform you fully of all informa- 
tion of interest he may receive relative to the movements of the enemy, 
and to advise with you fully on the measures to be adopted. 

It is hoped that by this time your division is reunited at Searcy. It 
is of the first importance it should be so at the earliest possible day, and 
ready to take the field promptly. Just returned from an exhausting 
expedition, Lieutenant-General Holmes trusts that the prospect of meet- 
ing the enemy in open field will inspire the troops with ardor, and that 
while they have already shown their valor in attacking a strongly 
fortified place, they may prove more successful against a foe on equal 
ground. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
W. B. BLAIR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_ PP. S—Please return Marmaduke’s and Kitchen’s letters when you 
have sufficiently considered them. 


[{Inclosure. } 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, July 22, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Commanding Cavalry Division, Jacksonport, Ark. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your sev- 
eral-letters of the 17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th instant, relative to the 
movements, &c., of the enemy near Bloomfield, Mo. 

Iam directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to reply to them. 
For a week past his health has been such that his attending physicians 
have protested against his giving his attention to any matters of busi- 
ness. The character of your communications made it necessary to in- 
fringe upon his seclusion. He desires me to express to you the great 
relief he derives from the confidence he reposes in your energy, com- 
bined with prudence and ability to deal with the difficult circumstances 
that surround you. He feels that at this distance, and enfeebled as he 
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is, he can safely depend upon you to meet any emergency that may arise, 
and to deal with it to as great advantage as your means will permit. 
He directs me to say that he desires your command to be independent 
for the present, except in matters relating to recruiting service, with 
which Major-General Price is charged for Northeastern Arkansas and 
Missouri. : 

Should the enemy advance in force from Missouri upon you, or west 
of Black River, it is General Holmes’ opinion that you should not allow 
yourself to be found by him on the east bank of White or Black Rivers. 
The time for crossing, as wellas the selection of the point at which you 
will dispute the passage, he leaves to your discretion, to be guided by 
the information you receive of his force, &ce. 

The disposition to be made of the supplies at Jacksonport must also be 
determined by you. Should you find it necessary to order their removal, 
he places at your disposition, for the purpose, all the means of trans- 
portation on the rivers available to you. 

Should the force of the enemy be too great to allow you to cope with 
him single-handed, Major-General Price will co-operate with you. To 
enable him to do so to the best advantage, Lieutenant-General Holmes 
commends to your special notice the importance of communicating 
with Major-General Price every circumstance worthy of attention, 
and of advising with him on all the measures to be adopted. Should 
your forces unite, he, as senior, will, of course, take the direction of 
the whole. : 

It is almost unnecessary to mention that these instructions, being 
based upon the probable necessity in which you may find yourself to 
retire before the enemy, are not intended to operate to the derangement ~ 
of the usual business of the service in your vicinity, except in case the 
contemplated contingency arises to view. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
W. B. BLAIR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


E1cHt MILES SoUTHWEST OF JONESBOROUGH, 
: July 22, 1863. 


Brigadier-General MARMADUKE: 


I have thought it expedient to fall back this far on my way to Lof- 
ton’s Ferry, on Cache. I have no additional reliable information from 
my scouts, but know that the enemy is in force. I have since my last 
dispatch learned that a force (larger) yas some 4 or 5 miles in rear of 
the 350 mentioned as camping below Scatterville. My scouts have not 
reported this morning, but if anything happens or any information of 
importance comes to me, I will send extra courier or dispatch. Iam this 
morning sending my train and ineffective men to Cache River. 

Lam, sir, &c., 
S. G. KITCHEN, 
Colonel Tenth Cavalry. 


[P. S.]—Colonel Burbridge has been informed by me every two or three 
days in regard toenemy. Someof the dispatches may not have reached 
him. The line of couriers is now broken by the enemy. My train will 
be over Cache to-morrow. I will remain here until forced away by the 
enemy. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Barlow, Camp Logan Creek, July 22, 1863. . 
Colonel BURBRIDGE, Commanding: — 

COLONEL: I have just returned from watching the movements of the 
nigger stealers that crossed above Van Buren on Saturday morning be- 
fore daylight. They took the old Belleview road, down through the Wil- 
derness, until they came to the road leading down Buffalo Creek and to 
Williams’ Mill, on Eleven Point River; there they took the left-hand end 
of the cross-road, which led them down to the mouth of Buffalo Creek, 
where they camped Sunday night. They started early on Monday morn- 
ing in the direction of Van Buren. I followed them about 4 miles on 
their route. They were traveling on double-quick, as if they had got a 
fright. Their number is estimated at 250. They hadtwowagons. Their 
commander’s name is Woodson. Colonel, I am of the opinion that they 
will go, or have gone, up. and cross at Van Buren, and come down on; 
the east side of Current River, as they have not accomplished what I 
think was intended by their scout. They tookoff several men and horses 
from Buffalo Creek. I expect to move camp to-morrow morning. We 
will be compelled to go 20 miles above Doniphan to get forage, on Cur- 
rent River, but we will only have a better position to watch the move- 
ments of the enemy. | ; 

I have the honor, colonel, to remain yours, 
T. REVES, 
Captain, Commanding Outpost. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
| Camp on Imochia Creek, O. N., July 22, 1863. 
Brigadier-General BANKHEAD, 
Commanding Northern Texas: 

GENERAL: You have no doubt heard that General Cooper had been 
driven from his position before the re-enforcements which were en route 
had. reached him. He has not, however, been punished as severely as 
was at first reported ; 200 will more than cover his loss, killed, wounded, 
and missing. J move to-morrow to occupy his former position, where I 
shall probably remain for some time. The next contest will probably | 
be over the supply train, which must be in Gibson between the Ist and 
10th August. 

In this I wish your assistance. I do not feel strong enough to attack 
Gibson, even with your assistance, without more and heavier artillery 
than we can command; but an attempt to take their train will draw out 
the whole force of the enemy, and I wish to have a force sufficient to 
put the matter beyond the possibility of a failure. Please let me know 
your action as early as possible. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELB, 
Brigadier- General. 


———— 


HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Imochia Creek, July 22, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. BLAIR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General : 
Mayor: I have now concentrated all the force at my disposal, leav- 
ing only such small force as is necessary for guard at the depots, Mor. . 
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gan’s regiment being at Fort Smith. The force now here is about 1,200 
stronger than that under General Cooper’s command in his late action 
at Honey Springs. The enemy on that occasion displayed a larger 
force than he was supposed to be able to move. 

I shall move back at once and occupy the ground from which General 
Cooper was driven, unless delayed by the Canadian, which was reported 
last night as rising. The morale of the troops is considerably affected 
by the bad quality of the powder which we have, which is so easily in- 
jured by the least dampness as to be worthless. This powder came 
.from San Antonio. It is supposed by the men to have been sent to 
» Mexico by the Yankees purposely to sell to us. 

The campaign here is resolved into a defensive one, without an in- 
crease of force, and of artillery particularly. The artillery company 
with General Cooper, having lost one of their howitzers, have now but 
two howitzers and one rifled prairie gun. General Cabell has with his 
brigade four iron sixes. 

From this you will see that I am in no condition to attempt the re- 
duction of Fort Blunt (Fort Gibson), which has at least ten pieces of 
artillery, some of it heavier than any I have. The two pieces which 
General Magruder turned over to me, and afterward took back, would 
be worth more than a thousand men. The Arkansas River is reported to 
have risen 10 feet, which would prevent any movement for several days. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Des Arc, Ark., July 23, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. E. Kirpy SMItu, Shreveport: 


GENERAL: You will probably have received a communication ad- 
dressed to me by Dr. Pearson, and by me forwarded to you this day, 
through district headquarters, with my indorsement upon it. That 
communication was intended to advise me that our friends in Saint 
Louis (from which city Dr. Pearson is just returning) believe that the 
enemy are about to send a force of 60,000 men into this State. The 
_ writer, who is known to me as a very intelligent and trustworthy gen- 
tleman, states, in confirmation of this report, that twelve regiments had 
already left Saint Louis for Rolla, in Southwestern Missouri, and six 
regiments for Helena, in this State. This last statement has been fully 
verified by reports from Helena. It,has also been manifest, for three 
weeks past, that the enemy were concentrating near Ironton, in Mis- 
souri, a heavy force of cavalry and artillery (from 6,000 to 10,000 men), 
‘well equipped and supplied with pontoon teams, &c., and plainly in- 
tended to operate in this direction, and the latest intelligence shows 
that this force, the advance of which is even now within this State, is 
but the advance of a heavy force of infantry. Being myself fully con- 
vinced by these and other facts that the enemy is about to advance 
against us (probably in three columns; one army from Northwestern 
Arkansas, another down the White River Valley, and the third from the 
Mississippi) in numbers which we cannot even hope to withstand in the 
present scattered condition of the troops in this district and depart- 
ment, and believing also that our own forces cannot be concentrated 
north of the Arkansas either in sufficient numbers or in time to resist 
the enemy’s advance without exposing ourselves to capture or annihila: 
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tion, or without, at least, sacrificing uselessly thousands of men, wher 
we have not a man to spare, I believe it to be my duty to urge you, 
very respectfully, but most earnestly, to be pleased to order all troops 
within this State, at least, to be concentrated upon some line of defense 
at least as far south as the Arkansas River. 

I send a copy of this communication to Lieutenant-General Holmes. 

I am, general, with the greatest respect, your friend and obedient 


servant 
STERLING PRICE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Des Are, Ark., July 23, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. Jas. F. FAGAN, 
Commanding Searcy : 

GENERAL: You will perceive from the inclosed orders that you are to 
assume command of this division atonce. General Parsons will remain 
here until farther orders from yourself or General Price, but is in readi- 
ness to move at any hour. General Marmaduke, who is in command of 
all the cavalry in your front, has been directed to keep you advised of 
his movements and of those of the enemy. General Price leaves for 
Little Rock this afternoon, and will report to you early to-morrow. 
His staff will report to you early to-morrow morning, and will inform 
you as to condition of their respective departments. Captain Collins’ 
pany of cavalry (General Price’s body-guard) will report to you for 
duty. ; 

IT am, general, &c., 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


{Inclosure. ] 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
No. 6. Des Arc, July 23, 1863. 
Major-General Price having been ordered, in consequence of the ill- . 
ness of Lieutenant-General Holmes, to assume command of the District 
of Arkansas, the command of this division devolves upon Brig. Gen. 
James I’. Fagan, who will act accordingly, and to whom the division 
staff, except Maj. Thomas L. Snead, will report immediately, at Searcy. 
By command of Major-General Price: 
L. A. MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-G@eneral. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Des Arc, July 23, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Commanding Cavalry, &c., Jacksonport : 

GENERAL: General Price has been ordered, in consequence of the 
illness of Lieutenant-General Holmes, to assume command of the Dis- 
trict of Arkansas. The command of this division devolves upon Brig- 
adier-General Fagan, whose headquarters are at Searcy. General 
Price wishes you to assume command at once of all the cavalry in your 
front. The necessary orders will be issued as soon as he gets to Little 
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Rock, whither he starts this afternoon. He expects you to keep your- 
self thoroughly and correctly informed as to the movements of the 
enemy, and to advise him of them promptly. He wishes vou to delay 
and annoy them as much as you possibly can, without endangering too 
greatly the safety. of your command, falling back, when compelled to do 
so, in the direction of Searcy. You will keep General Fagan well ad- 
vised as to your movements. : 
1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Des Are, July 23, 1863—6.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. J. 8. MARMADUKE, 
Commanding, &c., Jacksonport : 


GENERAL: General Price thanks you for your letter and suggestions, 
and directs me to say that he has received no orders from General 
Holmes since July 11, except one indirectly from General Fagan, order- 
ing that officer to report to him (General Price), and one indirectly from 
you, ordering you to report to General Holmes. In the order of July 
11, General Holmes ordered General Price to remain here until further 
orders. He expects to receive important orders this afternoon, how- 
ever, as he has been advised to that effect by telegraph, and will write 
to you again after reading them. 

In great haste, yours, truly and respectfully, 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Major and. Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
Jacksonport, Ark., July 24, 1863—5 p. m. 
Major SNEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Prices Division: 

Mason: I ineclose dispatches this moment received from Colonel 
Kitchen, commanding outpost near Jonesborough, on Crowley’s Ridge; 
also a letter from Colonel Burbridge. Both concur that the enemy are 
advancing and in force. Iam also of that opinion. As yet they have 
given no indications of a raid. My impression is that Schofield is in 
command. 

Very respectfully, 
J. 8. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


P.S.—I send two papers (July 12 and July 15). 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


CAMP ON WEST BANK OF CACHE RIVER, 
July 24, 1863—9 a.m, 
Brigadier-General MARMADUKE: 
My train has been crossed to the west side of Cache, with all my 
effective men and the battery of Captain Griswold. TLieutenant-Colonel 
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Ellison, with scout No.1; Major Walker, with scout No. 2; Captain 
[W. H.] Glenn, with scout No. 3, and Captain [James A.] Cooper, with 
scout No. 4, are on the ridge yet. I shall start over to take charge of 
them this morning. The enemy have again commenced an advance 
down the ridge, having again appeared in force in the neighborhood of 
Scatterville on the evening of the 22d. My train will start this evening 
to Jacksonport. I would start it this zhorning, but itis nearly exhausted 
from the forced marching. My dispatch of the 21st should have been 
- dated the 22d. A dispatch has been sent you every day for the past five 
days.. The enemy is supposed to be fortifying at Chalk Bluff, and are 
establishing a telegraph as far as they come. I will retain one or two 
teams, with cooking utensils sufficient for the regiment, yet behind. 


Tam, sir, &c., S. G. KITCHEN 
‘ ° 2 


Colonel, de. 
{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Camp Four MILES SouTH oF POCAHONTAS, 
July 24, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Jacksonport, Ark. : 

Masor: One of my scouts, who was captured and paroled by the 
enemy, returned last night. He says there are three forts at Bloom- 
field, and some very large siege pieces. General McNeil is in command. 
He says there are 2,000 cavalry and 2,000 infantry left to garrison that 
place. He crossed on the pontoon at Chalk Bluff, with Colonel Glo- 
ver’s command. He says there are not less than 10,000 Federals this 
side of Saint Francis, and about 2,000 infantry. He counted 250 wagons 
and eighteen large field pieces. The field pieces have 8 horses, and 
not under 24-pounders. They are preparing to take up their pontoon, 
and are making a raft bridge across the Saint Francis. This man was 
taken to Cape Girardeau and then brought back to Bloomfield, and had 
a good opportunity to find out their strength. 

The enemy is in force at Gainesville, and are putting up telegraph 
wires to Chalk Bluff. They say they are going to Jacksonport and to 
Little Rock. They think General Price’s division is at Jacksonport. 
Iam satisfied that this is no. raid of the enemy, but that it is their 
intention to march this time to Little Rock. 

Shall I destroy my boats, or send them down the river to Jackson- 
port? One of them isa large Federal flat-boat. I have a 2-inch rope. 
It is impossible for the enemy to cross without my having immediate 
information. I will encamp at cross-roads and wait further orders. 

I am, major, your obedient servant, 
JNO. Q. BURBRIDGH, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
No. —. Camp at Searcy, Ark., July 24, 1863. 
In accordance with General Orders, No. 6, Headquarters Price’s di- 
vision, dated Des Arc, July 23, 1863, I hereby assume command of this 
(Price’s) division. All communications, &¢., will be addressed to the 
proper staff officers, the staff officers of General Price being still on 
duty as staff officers of the division. 
By order of Brigadier-General Fagan: 
L. A. MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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LitTLE Rook, ARK., July 25, 1863. 
His Excellency H. FLANAGIN, 
Governor of Arkansas : 


GOVERNOR: We have read and somewhat considered the letter and 
circular of General Smith, written after the fall of Vicksburg. As re- 
quested, we offer the following suggestions, and think it well for you to 
communicate with General Smith on a subject of so much importance, 
without delaying for the proposed meeting at Marshall. 

We are opposed to any policy of abandoning Arkansas to the enemy, 
and remonstrate against it as ruinous to our people and greatly injurious 
to the cause. It is less difficult to hold the country than it will be to 
regain it. If Arkansas is given up, we lose the Indian country, west, 
which must share the same fate. , 

Negro slavery exists in the Indian Territory, and is profitable and 
desirable there, affording a practical issue of the right of expansion, for 
which the war began. Especially ought we to try and hold the capital 
of the State, and with it the valley of the Arkansas River. ‘As long as 
we can do that, we may be said to hold the State, politically and geo- 
graphically. We think we have a force sufficient, if concentrated, to 
check and defeat, whenever they leave the river, an invading army of 
50,000 men, and earnestly desire the effort to be made. 

We call your attention to some of the disastrous consequences of 
Federal occupation of Arkansas: ; 

1st: A bogus government would be inaugurated at Little Rock. The 
people, without arms or organization, would acquiesce in forced or sham 
elections, and settle down in helpless submission to a de jure civil as 
well as military government. 

2d. Her soldiers must rapidly disappear from our ranks, by death, 
disability, and by desertion, to return for the protection of their suffer- 
ing families. 

3d. The Indian Nations will inevitably follow the fate of Arkansas, as 
they always have done. 

4th. Missouri, isolated, would become hopeless, cease her struggles, 
and become submissive to her fate. 

5th. The enemy at Little Rock would have White River, with unfail- 
ing navigation, for a base of operation and supply, with the aid. of the 
railroad from Devall’s Bluff to Little Rock. From this place, where high 
lands for the first time, ascending, come in on both sides of the river, 
this State, as well as the Indian country, and all of Northern Louisiana, 
are accessible over dry ridge roads. The Arkansas Valley is teeming 
with productions. It affords the only available surplus, south of the 
line of White River, of provisions for the support of an army. When 
our army retires, the armies of the enemy will subsist upon the growing 
crops, and our people will starve or purchase life by submission. 

6th. If an effort is not made to defend and hold the Arkansas Valley 
and Little Rock, there is no line oft defense south of it short of Red 
River. To abandon it would be to give up the entire State, involving 
its political organization and the prestige of governmental authority. 
If Arkansas is lost, all of Western Louisiana would be overrun; the In- 
dian country, as well as Missouri, would be lost to us. We would thus 
lose not only a territorial area of conscription greater than all of France, 
but the enemy would be positively strengthened by additions to their 
armies, in volunteers and forced levies of militia. 

7th. The alluvial lands of Arkansas and Louisiana can be made to 
produce all the cotton of commerce, to say nothing of sugar. More than 
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aught else our enemies need cotton, and want to command the source 
of its supply. Their essential policy will be to hold and permanently 
occupy all the country west of the Mississippi, and, if they cannot con- 
trol the river, to own one bank of it and an interest in it. In any ne-— 
_ gotiations for peace, they will claim, on the vital question of boundary, 
all the foothold they have gained west of the Mississippi. 

Sth. 'The Trans-Mississippi Department has given up vast numbers of 
its soldiers, and what arms it could spare. They have been sent to 
fight the battles of our country east of the Mississippi; they went with — 
promise of return; they have never been sent back ; there is now little 
hope of that. They, as a general rule, comprised our best men, spirited , 
and devoted to the cause. Those remaining are less reliable. The qués- 
tion is, can Texas furnish men enough to defend herself and maintain 
her independence, much less reconquer the vast area that would sepa- 
rate her from the Mississippi and the Confederacy. The danger is that 
Texas may seek to make terms for her own safety, in a revival of her 
favorite and ancient idea of separate nationality. 

9th. The thought of our being cut off from the Confederacy, and our 
subjugation to Northern domination, degrading and ruinous, is insup- 
portable. If any such army as the enemy can bring against us shall 
be permitted, quietly and without meeting resolute resistance, to march 
through and occupy so extensive a country as Arkansas, in view of the 
resources of this whole department, and of which Arkansas is now the 
key, and involving such mighty and disastrous consequences, it must 
become a sad reflection upon those in authority.” 

In the way of advice, we offer the following suggestions, and hope 
General Smith will find something in them worthy of consideration : 

1st. To make all our people and slaves retire from the banks of the 
Mississippi. Let that region become waste. To prevent all illicit traffic 
with the enemy at the various points on the river. That has been 
vastly injurious to us, and is what we have mosttodread. To break up 
all planting operations attempted under Federal license or control. To 
allow no cotton to be raised, and destroy what is on hand. 

2d. The enemy think they have opened the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi. Many of the Northwestern soldiers, especially in view of the 
sickly season, will be disposed to return. To hold the Mississippi, the 
enemy must employ a large force to garrison various points. With 
small bodies of men we can harass and keep their garrisons pent up, 
and assail gunboats and transports by sharpshooters and light artillery 
at every available point. That can be done effectually when there 
ceases to be dread of retaliation upon non-combatants. Our policy is, 
in every conceivable way that can suggest itself to military minds, to 
render the navigation of the Mississippi cumbersome and expensive, 
dangerous and practically useless for gain or advantage to the enemy, 
and thus increase the discontent and opposition to the war among the 
people of the Northwest. 

3d. Our opinion is against calling out the State militia. General 
Smith should rigidly enforce the Confederate conscription while and 
wherever he has an opportunity throughout his department. You may 
aid him in this or in the purchase of local arms, by the expenditure of 
ras balance the military board may have on hand. We recommend 
that. 

4th. It is of the first importance for General Smith to lose no time in 
procuring what arms he can from the Rio Grande and by purchase from 
private hands throughout his department. We can furnish men enough 
if the Government can furnish the arms and ammunition. 
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5th. There ought to be immediate steps taken to enforce the Confed- 
erate conscription in this department, between forty and forty-five years; 
to gather up all the paroled men from Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and, 
_ if possible, and as a matter of simple justice, to have those troops that 
went from this side of the Mississippi, and were captured over there, 
returned, as organized regiments, upon their exchange, to this depart- 
ment, where they belong. 

6th. In our opinion, Little Rock is naturally, centrally, and, because 
of its telegraphic communications, properly, and, in a strategic point of 
view, ought to be, the headquarters of the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment. Itought to be so at least for the time being, and we earnestly 
desire the presence of General Smith. 

7th. There should be such a concentration of our forces as.would in- 
sure success. One substantial victory would restore confidence and 
save this whole country. 

8th. Our ffiends in Missouri ought to be encouraged to keep the enemy 
occupied thefe by unceasing warfare and agitation. The people of Texas 
ought to be persuaded that it is to their advantage to have their battles 
fought in Arkansas, and come to our aid. 

This department will have to be, in a great degree, self-sustaining. 
General Smith should bend all his energies to the manufacture of salt, 
shoes, and clothing; to make his own powder and dig his own lead ; to 
establish shops for the repair, and, if possible, the making of small- 
arms and light artillery and of wagons for transportation. In the ex- 
traordinary circumstances that surround him, he must expect to assume 
and exercise extraordinary powers, and to do and have done what he 
sees and knows is for the best, without waiting upon the uncertainties 
and chances of orders from Richmond, where, as we apprehend, the 
wants and true condition of this department, if not overlooked, have 
never been fully comprehended. 

We pledge ourselves to General Smith that the patriotic, intelligent 
sentiment of our people shall sustain him in his exertions to save our 
country. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
/ GEO. C. WATKINS. 
Rk. W. JOHNSON. 
A. H. GARLAND. 
C. C. DANLEY. 


Camp on CACHE RIVER, 
July 25, 1863—1 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE: 


I have just returned, with my scout, from Crowley’s Ridge. Toe 
-enemy are advancing down the ridge on the east and west sides... A 
regiment camped at Dr. Cross’, 4 miles above my house, last night, on 
the west side, and a regiment (800 strong) reached Jonesborough, ou 
the east side, after dark last night. The main body was to camp last 
night at Gainesville. I have reliable information that nine regiments 
of cavalry and 200 infantry and ten pieces of artillery were all that 
came to Bloomfield. I left Osborne’s, on the Ridge, after daylight this 
morning. I cannot yet ascertain about their artillery. The enemy are 
destroying all the corn and wheat, feeding it to their horses. I yet 
have two small scouts on the eastside of Cache, under Captains Glenn 
and Cooper. 
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1 send you this evening a Yankee prisoner (J. D. Lindsey) captured 
by my men on this scout. He was bearing a dispatch from Davidson 
to Jonesborough. You can question him when he arrives. 

I am, sir, &c., your obedient servant, 
S. G. KITCHEN, °* 


Colonel. Tenth Missouri Cavalry. 


[P. S.J—The enemy state their destination to be Jacksonport. The 
pass found on the prisoner Lindsey is sent. I think he probably was a 
spy. Some of the Federal regiments mentioned above were very small. 
I have men all through the country, and will endeavor to find out their 
actual number. A garrison of 150 are at Chalk Bluff, Ark. 


ee 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpagrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 31. } Shreveport, La., July 25, 1863. 

I. Communication with the seat of Government being interrupted, 
all officers and agents connected with the army on duty within the De- 
partment of Trans-Mississippi, acting under orders from Richmond, 
willin future receive their instructions from the department commander ; 
all such officers and agents will report by letter to department head- 
quarters without delay, stating the nature of the duty in which they 
are engaged, the authority under which they are acting, and the extent 
of their operations. 

If. The enrollment of conscripts is solely under the direction of the 
conscript bureau, the officers thereof acting under orders from depart- 
ment headquarters ; all other officers are, therefore, forbidden to enroll 
conscripts or recruit from persons within conscript ages, unless by 
, Special permission in writing from the department commander. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. HE. Kirby Smith: 
8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Prairie Springs, July 26, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. Buarr, 


Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Arkansas, Litile Rock : 
MAysor: This place is 15 miles from Fort Gibson. I arrived here on 
the 24th, with Generals Cooper’s and Cabell’s brigades. The enemy 
has returned to the north side of the Arkansas River. I have heard 
nothing from General Bankhead, except a rumor that he has crossed 
Red River. When he arrives, my greatest deficiency will be in artillery. 
Very. respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Paririe Springs, July 27, 1863. 
Brigadier-General BANKHEAD, 
Commanding Sub-District of Northern Texas : Aida 
GENERAL: From your letter to General Cooper, I infer that you have 
not received General Magruder’s Orders, No. 183, a copy of which I 
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send. Ishall move to the battle-ground to-morrow, and there await 
your arrival, should there be nothing different from the present state of 
affairs here. Jam still of the opinion that the enemy cannot be attacked 
in his works with our present artillery with a reasonable prospect of 
success. You will make use of the commissary stores on the road, if 
necessary, though it is desirable that you should bring as much as you 
can with you. If Major Lee, commissary of my command, is in your 
vicinity, please confer with him as tothe state of supplies. 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 


Brigadier- General. 


ALEXANDRIA, LA., July 28, 1863. 
General S. COOPER, ; 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 


GENERAL: By the papers I perceive that the call for conscripts has 
been extended by the President to embrace all within the age of forty- 
five. The interruption of communication prevents the receipt of official 
information. The necessities of the department and the pressure of the 
enemy’s columns from every direction, demand the enrollment of the 
men without awaiting that information. I have ordered the enrollment 
of conscripts within the age of forty-five. I trust, should my informa- 
tion of the President’s action be incorrect, that he will nevertheless 
approve my course. Communication is now extremely difficult with 
Richmond ; in a few days it will entirely close. The department will be 
thrown entirely upon its own resources. Without the assumption of 
extraordinary powers, my usefulness as department commander will be 
lost. If possible, instructions and orders to meet this emergency should 
be sent by special messengers. I have convoked a meeting of the Gov- 
ernors and judges of the supreme court in the several States west of 
the Mississippi on the 15th of August next, at Marshall, Tex. I hope 
thus to obtain the support and co-operation of the State governments 
in such measures as it may be necessary to take in this extraordinary 
condition of affairs. Whilst my whole course as a military commander 
has hitherto been to keep within the limits of the laws, and to refrain 
from the exercise of powers not strictly granted me, I feel that I shall 
now be compelled’to assume great responsibilities, and to exercise 
powers with which I am not legally invested. I trust the President 
will support me in any assumption of authority which. may be forced 
upon me, and which will be used with caution and forbearance; and I 
entreat him to send the heads of departments west of the Mississippi, 
with extraordinary powers for the organization of a government, to 
continue until communications have been resumed with the capital. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsements. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
August 20, 1863. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
H...L. CLAY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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AUGUST 28, 1863. 


Respectfully submitted to the President, whose instructions for an 
early answer to General Smith are solicited. A courier will leave on 


Monday next. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


AUGUST 28, 1863. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

In a recent letter to General Smith, I anticipated many of the points 
presented. My confidence in the discretion and ability of General 
Smith assures me that I shall have no difficulty in sustaining any as- 
sumption of authority which may be necessary. Able heads of depart- 
ments should be selected, and large discretion allowed. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HEADQUARTERS TENTH MISSOURI CAVALRY, 
Camp Clay, near Cache River, July 29, 1863—12.30 p. m. 


Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE: 


GENERAL: Colonel Kitchen desired me to keep you informed of 
everything coming to my notice. A messenger has just arrived from 
Captain [J. R.] Henson (who was out scouting), and says he was sent 
back from Greensborough before daylight this morning. He was sent 
by Captain Henson to hurry Colonel Kitchen up with the balance of 
the men, as he (Captain H.) had captured 3 wagons, 10 mules, and 2 
horses. The wagons are all loaded with boxes (contents unknown). 
Colonel Kitchen met the messenger 5 miles beyond Cache River, and 
hurried his command forward to meet Captain H., who by that time 
must have reached the swamp. Captain H. also captured 3 men and 
1 woman. The prisoners reported 500 Federals on the Ridge, 5 miles 
above Greensborough. Willdispatch again when the command arrives, 
or should I hear from Colonel Kitchen. 

I am, respectfully, : 
JAMES [A.] WALKER, 
Major, Commanding Fenth Missouri Cavalry, 
Per R. D. KATHRENS, 
Adjutant. 


HpqQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp at Honey Springs, July 29, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. Burr, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

MAgor: I moved my camp to this place yesterday for convenience 
of grazing my animals. Should the enemy move out in force, I shall fall 
back to meet the re-enforcements coming from Texas. General Blunt 
is in command of the forces at Fort Gibson, or Fort Blunt, as they call 
it. He brought with him an accession of forces. He has now sixteen 
pieces of artillery, some as large as 12-pounders. My force here is 
about 2,500 white men and about 4,000 Indian troops, with four iron 
6-pounders, two mountain howitzers, and one rifled prairie gun (small). 
General Blunt has at least 5,000, of which 2,000 are white troops, and ~ 
his Indian troops having had white officers appointed to them, are bet- 
ter than ours, as well as better armed. From his fortified position he 
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can assail Fort Smith on a shorter line than I can travel. If I leave 
this vicinity, my depots in the direction of Texas will be exposed, and 
the Creek Indians, who are not looked upon as being much interested 
in our cause, will go over to theenemy. Such is briefly the position of 
our affairs in the Indian Territory, and it is not likely to be much bet- 
ter, unless a force can be sent from the vicinity of Little Rock to sud- 
denly overwhelm their forces. Such a course will, I think, effectually 
remove the danger from Western Arkansas and Northern Texas, and 
enable the troops now here to be used in other places. If a movement 
of this kind should be made, it must be prompt. The infantry should 
be sent by steamboat, or as near as possible by boats, and a force should 
be sent large enough to move on the north side of the river. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 


Brigadier-General. 


Abstract from morning report of Marmaduke’s division, Missouri Cavalry, commanded by 
Brig. Gen. J. S. Marmaduke, July 31, 1863. 
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[HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, ] 
Shreveport, La., August 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. C. TAPPAN, 
Care of Brigadier-General Hébert, Monroe, La.: 2 
S1ir: General Smith directs you to proceed without delay with your 
brigade to Pine Bluff, Ark. On your arrival at that point, you will 
report by letter to the commander of the District of Arkansas. 
8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Honey Springs, [August —, 1863.] 
Col. A. S. MORGAN, { 
Commanding Post, Fort Smith : 

CoLONEL: Everything indicates that our hold of Fort Smith is a frail 
one. I desire, therefore, that you keep no large amount of supplies on 
hand. Have provisions placed at Riddle’s, so that in case you are com- 
pelled to leave hurriedly, you will have something to fall back upon. 
There is a defensible position called the ‘ Narrows,” near Riddle’s, I am 
told. Fall back to that place, if you have to fall back. Should the 
river be crossed above you, you can still retreat to that point by going 
south to the road running from Waldron to Riddle’s. Captain [A. H.] 
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Cline can give you information in reference to these routes. Order a 
board of survey to assess the damages by troops at the house adjoining 
headquarters and owned by Mr. Carnall. 

Your obedient servant, : 


WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 5S. A., 
Richmond, Va., August 3, 1863. 
General E. KirBy SMITH, 
Commanding, Ge. : 

GENERAL: I wrote you, unofficially, immediately after the fall of 
Vicksburg, expressing fully my convictions of the necessities and re- 
sponsibilities cast upon you by our late reverses in the Mississippi 
Department. Since, I have had no opportunity of writing, but hope 
now to enjoy the privilege, as an officer proposes to endeavor to pass 
the river to your headquarters. 

The great duty of defending the Trans- Mississippi States and of hold- 
ing them firm to the Confederacy must now devolve mainly upon you, 
and full confidence is felt that the charge could not be more worthily 
bestowed. 

It is impossible to give you from here special instructions as to the 
measures to be adopted. They must be left, in large measure, to your 
superior knowledge of the circumstances of your command and to a 
wise discretion. It is suggested that you should put yourself in com- 
munication with the Governors of the Trans-Mississippi States, and main- 
tain, if possible, with them a cordial understanding and secure their 
efficient co-operation to your plans. It will likewise be well for you to 
confer with and invite the counsel and influence of leading citizens 
throughout your department. One great difficulty, I fear you will have 
to encounter, will be the want of funds, which it will be difficult regu- 
larly to supply from here. I had hoped the Secretary of the Treasury 
would have arranged to have an office of issue for the Trans-Mississippi 
Department; but herepresents thathe findsit impracticable to send over 
the requisite machinery and the proper corps of officers. He will in 
time endeavor to send funds via Havana and Matamoras. An escort, 
of course, will have to be provided, and General Magruder should be 
instructed to give the requisite instructions to the officer commanding 
on the Rio Grande. In addition, I shall lose no opportunity that may 
offer to transmit funds to the quartermasters in your department. 

Since the fall of Vicksburg the enemy have commenced using the river 
for trade, and do this with the greatest possible ostentation, to produce 
effect both abroad and with their own people. It becomes of great 
importance that the river should be effectually closed, at least for trade, 
and surely this can be done by the use of field artillery along the banks, 
which must be accessible for hundreds of miles. You could not direct 
your efforts to a more important service, and I urge earnestly that ade- 
quate corps be o ganized and means and resources, as far as practicable, 
be prepared fur the prevention of all trade on the river. 

It is likewise very desirable the enemy should not be able to appro- 
priate or raise cotton on the districts overrun by them. The cotton 
already raised, whenever it cannot be moved back to districts of safety 
(which should be urged and encouraged by the Government), should be 
unhesitatingly destroyed, rather than be allowed to fall into the hands 
of the enemy. It will not do to rely for this on the voluntary action of 
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the owners, who will naturally delay often until too late; but instruc- 
tions should be given and responsibility in the matter cast on all the 
local commanders. é 

1t should be a special aim, likewise, to break up all the plantations 
being worked by the disaffected or mercenary under the auspices of the 
enemy ; to capture and remove the negroes back, and to punish the 
disloyal holders of such plantations. Indeed, considering the liability 
of the banks to be visited and robbed by the enemy, I think policy re- 
quires, as far as may be, the removal of the planters with their slaves 
back from the river at least 8 or 10 miles, so as to make the whole length 
of the river useless to them and accessible to our flying artillery, with- 
out danger of information to the enemy. The country back from the 
river, on the west side, is peculiarly favorable for such operations as 
are recommended, and I feel assured, under your official supervision, 
the river may be as effectually closed to the enemy’s trade, and they as 
much prevented from obtaining supplies of cotton, as if we had con- 
tinued to hold Vicksburg. 

Great moral and political results must follow from thus practically 
exhibiting the impossibility of commanding the Mississippi while held 
by the gallant people of the South, unless’on the condition of their 
independence and amity. | 

With high esteem, very truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


/ 


HDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Honey Springs, August 3, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. BLAIR, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Arkansas: 

MaJsor: I am in receipt of information, which I consider reliable, 
that a force is being collected at Fort Scott, Kans., for the purpose of 
aggressive movements in this direction. Am not in a condition now to 
attack Fort Gibson. I have not sufficient artillery, nor men.enough to 
take it without. I have not yet heard from General Bankhead. The 
ammunition which I received from San Antonio turns out to be very 
bad. The powder looks well when first opened, but attracts moisture to 
such an extent that exposure to damp weather converts it into a paste.’ 
The troops have no confidence in it. The small portion of a better 
quality is exhausted. The enemy is apprehensive of an attack, and 
keeps about 30 miles of the river picketed and patrolled. I think he 
will not make a move until he receives re-enforcements. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 


Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, )} HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 35. Shreveport, La., August 3, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. W. A. Broadwell is announced as chief of the Cotton Bureau 
for the Trans-Mississippi Department. All Government agents for 
the purchase, collection, or other disposition of Government cotton are 
directed to report to and receive their instructions from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Broadwell. ii: 
By command of Lieut. Gen. E, Kirby Smith: 
S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpgrs. KITCHEN’S REGT., MissouRrI VOLs., P. A. C. S., 
August 5, 1863. 


General MARMADUKE: 


DEAR Sir: A dispatch is due to you etre this regiment, and, in the 
absence of Colonel Kitchen, I undertake to comply with the usage. I 
cannot, however, transcribe anything that will be of use to you, as you 
are now as well posted in regard to the enemy as we are at this time. 
We still get confirmation that 6,000 Federals are the number that went 
down the Ridge. This information certainly is correct. There came a 
rumor into this neighborhood yesterday evening that the Federals were 
at Chalk Bluff. Colonel Kitchen has gone in person in command of a 
scout in that direction. I think that in four or five days he will have 
some important information from that direction. When he returns he 
will advise you of whatever he may discover. As I cannot inform you on 
any other subject of interest, I may speak of some deserters from this 
and othercommands. They are very numerous, hiding about in the hills 
and swamps like the wild beasts of the forest. We have chased them 
rapidly for some time, with but little success ; in consequence of which 
our horses are jaded; though we are now improving our horses, as we 
can obtain plenty of forage in this part of the country. The people 
seem to be more willing to sell to us since we are paying our way. Smug- 
gling cotton to the Federals seems to be a popular business on the west 
side of the swamp. It is impossible to stop it now. I was credibly in- 
formed that 102 men, who have deserted this command within the last 
three months, are now on the Mississippi River, chopping wood for the 
Federal boats which run down that stream. We do not know who our 
friends are on the Ridge, as many prominent citizens whom we looked 
upon as our friends are now engaged in the smuggling business. Cap- 
tain Glenn reports that while he was near Jonesborough, on a scout, the 
citizens were reported to have visited a vacated camp of his for the pur- 
pose of surprising and firing on his troops. We have concluded that 
severe punishment will be the best remedy for such tories. Our troops 
are very much vexed because they have not been paid for any part of 
their services, as many of them have been in the Confederate States — 
service for ten months. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. ELLISON, 
Tneut. Col., Comdg. Tenth Regiment Missouri Cav., P. A. C. 8. 


P. S.—Since writing the foregoing, Captain Cooper has arrived from 
the neighborhood of Chalk Bluff with three prisoners, two of whom 
belong to the Second Missouri, U. 8. Cavalry; the other to the Sixth 
Missouti. There are 400 cavalry, McNeil commanding battalion. They 
are fortifying at Chalk Bluff. There are only 300 troops at Bloomfield. 
No artillery at Chalk Bluff. I send you the prisoners. 


os 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., August 6, 1863. 
Major-General TAYLOR, 
Comdg. District of Western Louisiana, Alexandria, La. : 
GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Smith directs, by telegraph, that you 
send at once to Little Rock all spare arms and accouterments. He 
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states that there are about 3,000 unarmed men in the army, and it is 
important that they should be armed at once. 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. BR. BOGGS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., August 6, 1863. 
Major-General MAGRUDER, 
Commanding District of Texas, dc., Houston, Tex. : 


GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Smith directs that the brigade at 
Bonham be ordered to report at once to Brigadier-General Steele at 
Fort Smith. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. R. BOGGS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief.of Staff. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Soda Springs, CO. N., August 6, 1863. 
Colonel [JoHN] Scort, 
Commanding Northwestern Arkansas, Fayetteville: 

COLONEL: I am directed by the general commanding to say that 
he wishes you to keep Colonel Morgan, commanding at Fort Smith, 
fully advised of the state of affairs in Northwestern Arkansas. It is 
all-important that you should act in concert in the event of a move- 
ment upon Fort Smith from that direction. In that case you will re- 
port to him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. G@. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


s 


HEADQUARTERS KITCHEN’S REGIMENT, 
Outpost, August 7, 1863. 
Colonel. BURBRIDGE, 
Near Pocahontas, Ark. : 

COLONEL: I take the liberty to submit to you the following report of 
matters as they now stand in regard to the enemy at Bloomfield and 
this side of tbat place: 

“~ J obtain information from different reliable sources that there are 500 
troops at that place, 300 of which are ineffective, as they are sick, mak- 
ing all of them ineffective. If there are 300 of 500 sick, it will take the 
remainder to provide for the sick. There are now between 200 and 400 
troops at Chalk Bluff. It. is believed that they will move down the 
Ridge. It is reported that they have immense supplies at Bloomfield, 
many guns being left at that place, and many other articles of value, 
besides two stores kept by individuals. We have moved to this place 
for the purpose of placing ourselves in a position to do some injury to 
the enemy in rear of the command now at Wittsburg. Colonel, if 
it would not interfere with your present base of operations, and 
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you would move a part of the most effective of your troops this way, 
so that we could fall in together here or somewhere this side of the 
Saint. Francis River, it would be an easy matter to move our forces_ 
jointly on, in the direction of Bloomfield, and, crossing the Saint Francis 
River at the shoals, proceed in perfect secrecy to make an attack on 
Bloomfield. If we could make a successful attack on Bloomfield, it 
would certainly not set us back any at present. In my opinion, if a 
project of this kind were judiciously managed, it would result in the 
capture of Bloomfield. There can be found in this neighborhood 500 
bushels of corn, and at Custer’s, 9 miles farther on the Gainesville road, 
there are 300 bushels more. All of our men are very anxious to make 
this raid, and would evidently fight in desperation. Colonel Kitchen 
is on the Ridge, and will be in this evening or in the morning. 
Your obedient servant, 
J. ELLISON, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Tenth Regiment Missouri Cav., P. A. C. 8. 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
: Soda Springs, August 7, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. BLAIR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Mason: There has been no change in the posture of affairs here, ex- 
cept that produced by the desertion of the Arkansas troops, who are 
leaving nightly by tens and fifties. I have moved my camp, for con- 
venience of water and grass. The enemy has theriver closely picketed 
for a distance of about 30 miles. He is, I believe, preparing to with- 
draw from Gibson to a point back from the river, probably Tahlequah. 
His troops have suffered much from sickness at Gibson. 

Ihave heard nothing from General Bankhead, except a rumor that 
he has been ordered in another direction. If such is the case, I shall 
not be able to make an offensive movement, as I had hoped to do. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 


Brigadier-General. . 
x 


HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Soda Springs, August 7, 1863. . 
Maj. W. B. BLAtR, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Arkansas : 


MaJor: I have the honor to report the state of affairs in this region 
as being'very unsatisfactory. The desertions in Cabell’s brigade have. 
inereased to an alarming extent. A company sent last night after a 
small party, said to have deserted, overtook a party of over 200, com- 
manded by an officer. These men were en route for Arkansas. Many 
have gone to the enemy. These desertions are mostly from companies 
raised north of the Arkansas River. Two Choctaws, who were cap- 
tured some time since, escaped and reached our camp this morning. 
They report the enemy’s forces to have been lately augmented by two 
regiments, and that they have eighteen pieces of cannon, the additional 
pieces being black ones and mounted in the fort. My force now is 
scarcely more effective than was General Cooper’s in the late engage- 
ment at Honey Springs. I shall move Cabell’s brigade back on the 
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Canadian, to avoid the bad effect which the numerous desertions will 
have on the other troops. 

General Bankhead’s orders have been changed. I have now no op- 
tion but to maintain a defensive position as long as possible, falling 
back when the enemy advances. It is time some defenses were com- 
menced near where the roads to Texas via Forts Smith and Gibson join, 
but it is some distance in my rear at present. I have no engineer to 
intrust with the work, nor have I many intrenching tools. I suppose 
some negroes could be had near Red River. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. INDIAN TERRITORY AND SUPERINTENDENCY, 
_ Camp Soda Springs, August 7, 1863. 
Hon. 8. 8S. Scort, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs : 


DEAR Sir: Affairs have not been and are not progressing favorably 
here.* The desertions from the Arkansas troops ‘have increased to an 
alarming extent, many of them going to the enemy. More than 300 left 
last night, with several officers. I have ordered that brigade back over 
the Canadian, to avoid the example to the Texas and Indian troops, 
under the plea of being in a position to re-enforce Fort Smith. : 

The enemy’s forces at Fort Gibson have been increased, and mine are 
scarcely greater than those with which General Cooper was driven off 
the ——-—, scarcely being able to check his antagonist. - 

I have been awaiting very impatiently the arrival of General Bank- 
head’s command to-day. I learn that his orders have been counter- 
manded. : 

General Price says he can give me no re-enforcements. I see noth- 
ing ahead but -being driven back to Red River, unless defenses can be 
made which will enable us to hold the foe in check until assistance can 
be sent from Texas. I have no intrenching tools, and if I had, but 
little work can be gotten out of such troops as I have under my com- 
mand. The prospects are very gloomy. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, . 
Soda Springs, August 8, 1863. 
Col. A. S. MorGAN, 
Commanding Fort Smith, Ark. : 

COLONEL: I wish you to communicate direct to Major Blair, at Little 
Rock, any intelligence you may receive of the movements of the 
enemy. 

I ac give you no specific instructions, except that you must make 
your preparations to evacuate Fort Smith, as the indications are that 
you will not be able to hold it. General Blunt’s troops are camped 
near the works at Gibson. Two regiments are, however, at Tahlequah, 
18 miles distant. These two regiments can move without observation, 

and may be intended to cross the river at Fort Coffee, near Scullyville, 


*Some matters of detail omitted. 
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when Cloud advances in front. I wish to have everything of value, 
not needed for immediate use, removed to Boggy Depot, if trains are 
going that way, or to some point on that road. 

General Cabell moves easterly this morning, and I shall soon move 
all this command as far as I can in that direction without increasing 
my depots. I think this move of the Federals a general one, to occupy 
the Arkansas River along its whole extent. It may be that Cloud will 
go to Clarksville, leaving Fort Smith to Blunt. 


Very respectfully, WM. STERLE 
- 9 


Brigadier- General. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Inttle Rock, Ark., August 8, 1863. 
Hon. R. W. JOHNSON: 

DEAR SiR: For reasons not necessary to state, it is inexpedient for 
me to leave Little Rock at this time, and I therefore ask you in my 
behalf to attend the meeting of the military and civil authorities at 
Marshall on the 15th instant. I assume, as facts which bear upon the 
subjects for the consideration of that meeting: 

1st. That the loss of Arkansas and the Indian country involvés the 
loss permanently of the State of Missouri, or one-hal® of the depart- 
ment. 

2d. That if the army should be removed to Red River, it would be 
more easy to take Arkansas than it has been to take any other State, 
not even excepting Missouri or Kentucky. 

3d. Were there ever so large an army at Shreveport, the Arkansas 
Valley could be taken by troops brought from ——— before relief could 
arrive from our own army. 

4th. That we should act upon it as a certainty that the Federal forces 
would avail themselves of so favorable an opportunity to reduce the 
State as they would have should the infantry be removed. : 

Sth. That the army in Arkansas, except as to arms, is and has been 
supplied by the State, and, should the army fall back, it can neither be 
clothed nor fed, unless supplies can be had from beyond the limits of 
the Confederacy. 

6th. That all such parts of Louisiana as lie on or adjacent to navi- 
gable waters would be indefensible as soon as the water rises, for the 
reason that the Federal Government has a large number of gunboats 
which will aid in occupying the country. 

7th. That Texas, lying on the Red River, will certainly be invaded 
whenever Arkansas and the Indian Nations fall. 

Believing these positions to be true, Arkansas must be understood, 
for her own interests and the interests of the Conféderacy, as protesting © 
against all measures which involve the removal of the army, or the 
infantry of the army, from the State of Arkansas, or to a point south of 
the Arkansas River. 

I now propose to enroll the men between sixteen and sixty not subject 
to the conscript law; but, while this is done, it is as well to state that 
the history of the world does not present an instance where such a force 
has made a campaign, and in the present war, although they have been 
used for guards, and possibly in some instances as garrisons, and in a 
few instances men of extraordinary vigor have done service in the line, 
yet to rely upon such a force, except strictly for home defense against 
raids, would exhibit willful blindness as to facts and experience. When- 
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ever this State is yielded, itis my settled conviction that the Confederate 
Army will be reduced on this and the other side of the Mississippi 
30,000 men; a third greater disaster than has ever befallen the Confed- 
erate cause. 

In regard to the currency, in my opinion the best remedy is to get an 
engraver, with an assistant treasurer on this side of the Mississippi, to 
make and sign money of the Confederate States. The proposal to collect 
cotton and bank upon itis, in my opinion, impracticable, and, if practi- 
cable, the money would be no better than the money now in circulation. 
We are compelled to accept the depreciation of our currency, and the 
only remedy is to reduce the amount, or to increase the security, or both. 
The history of the world shows that the legislative intermeddling with 
the currency without increasirg its value is fatal to confidence. 

Of course, if cotton can be obtained in a place which shall render it a 
fair security, it may be used as a pledge, or in a sale in individual trans- 
actions, but not as a basis for a currency. 

In conclusion, I feel that the State is well represented in yourself, and 
your own opinion and judgment will have great weight in making the 
results of that meeting acceptable to the public and myself. 

Your obedient servant, ; 
H. FLANAGIN. 


[AuGuSsT 8, 1863.—For General Smith’s requisition on Governor Rey- 
nolds for a brigade of Missouri cavalry, see Series IV.] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A, 
ftichmond, Va., August 9, 1863. 


General E. Kirsy SmitH, Commanding, &c.: 


GENERAL: This will be handed you by Col. T. P. Dockery, of the 
Nineteenth Arkansas Regiment, who, with the brigade at the time com- 
manded by him, were among the prisoners surrendered at Vicksburg. 
He has been ordered to pass to the Trans-Mississippi Department, and 
proceed to reassemble the men of his brigade at Camden, Ark., or such 
other place as you may in preference designate, and to arm and recruit 
them, as far as possible, for active service as soon as exchanged or dis- 
charged of their parole, which, in reference to such portions of them as 
this department considers bound by such obligation, will, under the 
cartel, be done as soon as the lists of the men and officers in companies 
and regiments, ordered to be forwarded by General Pemberton, are 
received. 

The circumstances in relation to a portion of the men are peculiar. 
The terms of the capitulation required that they should be returned and 
allowed to march within our lines. Before, however, this had been 
done, and before the men had been listed and acknowledged by certifi- 
cate of officers as prisoners, many of them from the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, eager and impatient to return to their homes, manifested 
a disregard to their duty as soldiers and their desire at once to cross 
the river. This feeling and dissatisfaction were to the utmost encour- 
aged by the enemy, and facilities of every kind were given the men to 
leave their commands and pass the river. Very many men, and some 
officers, thus, before the prisoners left Vicksburg, and before listed for 
the acknowledgment of the officers, were separated from and lost to 
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their commands, not only with the connivance, but at the instigation 
of the enemy. These our officers very properly afterward refused to 
recognize as prisoners, whose parole has to be recognized and who were 
to be exchanged. No other view, in the judgment of this department, 
can be justly taken, and all such men are, it is insisted, free at once to 
re-enter service. Such portion of the men, when reassembled, should be 
discriminated, and, if occasion arises and the exchange of the others is 
delayed, might at once be thrown into the field; besides, as the enemy 
might persist, however unreasonably, in claiming these men to be still 
liable to their parole, it may be questionable whether it would not be 
advisable, instead of retaining them altogether in one and the same 
brigade, to distribute them in other commands, and take from them, in 
exchange, a similar number, so as, in*case of capture, to lessen the 
chance of their recognition and a question about them. This isa matter 
commended to your consideration and discretion. 

You will receive, with this, the commission of Colonel Dockery as 
brigadier, which, on the reassembling of the brigade, you will deliver, 


and assign him to command. J am unwilling to doubt his success in - 


reassembling the brigade, and, therefore, issue the commission ; but 
as, properly, the department should only commission for an existing 
brigade, and, by possibility, it may not be assembled, I have intrusted 
the commission to you, and leave its delivery to the contingency occur- 
ring of a proper brigade to be commanded. There are a good many 
other Arkansas troops made prisoners at Vicksburg who, under like cir- 
cumstances with Colonel Dockery’s command, have passed the river, 
some before and some after furlough. You will exercise your discre- 
tion as to when and how they should be reassembled ; but it may be that 
you will find it judicious to have one rendezvous, and use Colonel Dock- 
ery’s agency and general influence with the Arkansas troops to promote 
their return to their standards. These troops are very much needed on 
this side of the river, and itis hoped that they, or their equivalents, 
may have some opportunity afforded of return. Should the chance be 
presented, it would be a matter of grave consideration whether it would 
not be more advisable to send other equivalent commands in their places 
to this side. The spirit and tried character of these troops would prob- 
ably improve the general morale of the comparatively new troops with 
you, while, in a political point of view, they would probably, from past 
associations, keep up a braver and more general patriotism among the 
people and in the army, and repress any tendency supposed to exist 
among your people to isolation and separate action from the Confed- 
eracy. You can judge of all this more fully and justly than, at this dis- 
tance and with my limited knowledge of the opinion entertained west 
of the river, I can pretend todo. I only present the subject for your 
consideration. I would recommend also that, as far as practicable, 
fromconscripts under the late call of the President, this brigade of Colo- 
nel Dockery should be recruited and strengthened. The new material 
would thus soon be assembled, and the spirit as well as strength of the 
whole would be in all probability greatly improved. 

Colonel Dockery will give you, more fully than I can in a letter, some 
general views I have expressed to him of the present condition of our 
affairs and of the measures they seem to require. They arein the same 
line with some in a letter recently written, which, I hope, has been 
received by you. 

With high esteem, most truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


\ 
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Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Imochia, August 9, 1863. 
Maj. W. B. Buarr, 


Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Arkansas: 


Mayor: The Arkansas troops have been deserting in great numbers, 
hundreds in a single night, and I fear will continue to do so. The 
example is very pernicious, and, if I am not able to control it, may 
infect the other troops. I have captured some of these deserters, and, 
if a court can be had that will do its duty, will have them shot. 

The Creek Indians are unwilling to pass the line of their own country. 
Thus, between the Creeks on one side and the Arkansas cavalry on 
the other, I can make no move without losing part of my forces. The 
men who compose Cabell’s brigade, with the exception of Morgan’s 
infantry regiment, now at Fort Smith, and Monroe’s cavalry regiment, 
belong to a class who have very little at stake, and take but little inter- 
est in our cause. The officers are of the same class; several have de- 
serted with their men; others encourage them in their ideas and excuse 
their desertion. With such material and such ammunition I shall think 
I am doing well if I avoid a disaster.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Choctaw Nation, August 9, 1863. 

His Excellency the Governor of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations : 

Str: I wish, through you, to present to the people of the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Nations a few thoughts, which the present condition and 
prospects of the Indian Nations have brought tomy mind. I havelived 
in confident hope for the past year that energy and activity would 
take the place of sluggishness and delay in the military movements in 
this part of the country, and that a proper use of the means in our 
power would enable us to regain that portion of our country which has 
been laid waste by our enemies. Relief and protection, so often cheer- 
ingly promised, have never been afforded us, and, from present indica- 
tions, I see no prospects of efficient aid outside of the Indian country. 
Every day seems to drive conviction to my heart that we, the Indians 
still true to the South, must place small reliance on assistance from 
abroad, but must test our whole power to defend our homes and firesides. 
A force of the enemy has been allowed to hold the Cherokee Nation for 
five months, and the chances and opportunities for its expulsion are less 
now than three months ago. I am loth to believe that the Confederate 
authorities have entirely abandoned the Cherokee country, but I seein 
the future scarcely a ray of hope from them. I do not think all is lost 
because officers in control here will make no effort to regain the coun- 
try, for I believe that, by a united and unyielding opposition of all our 
Indian forces, we can make the country untenable to our enemies, and 
hold it against any force they may send against us. The courageous 
Seminoles have shown what folly it is to try to subjugate or destroy a 
people determined to defend their rights and their homes. The bearing 
of the Choctaw and Chickasaw troops has not been excelled by any 
troops in the service, and, by a proper understanding among ourselves, 
our whole country may be saved despite of the inertness and delay of 
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those who have promised to protect us. It is a mistake that the occu-. 
pation of the Cherokee country by the enemy is of small consequence to 
the Choctaw people. If the Cherokee Nation is abandoned to the enemy, 
the Creek country falls the next victim, and in speedy turn your own 
Nations will share the same fate. I shall be glad to hear from you on 
the subject, and receive any suggestions as to the course most proper 
to pursue in the present discouraging state of affairs. I have written a 
full statement of the condition of things in the Indian country to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs and to Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, and 
hope to hear from them in a few weeks. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
STAND WATIR, 
Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation. 


Note of agreement between EB. Kirby Smith, ieutenant-general commanding 
Trans- Mississippi Department, and H. Flanagin, Governor of the State 
of Arkansas.* | 


H. Flanagin, with the concurrence of the military board, is to raise 
a volunteer force, to be between the ages of forty and fifty years, for 
service in the field, to be for the present under his immediate-command, 
and hereafter to be under the immediate command of such brigadier- 
generals as Shall be appointed by the State authorities; all to be sub- 
ject to the command of generals commanding the department and the 
district, or other general officers, according to the Confederate States 
regulations. 

General Smith agrees to not interfere with members of the command 
who are above forty years of age and subject to the conscription law; 
to supply such forces with arms and ammunition, quartermaster’s and 
commissary stores, and not to remove said forces beyond the limits of 
the State except with the consent of the State authorities. 

The arms will be furnished as soon as they can be obtained. 

i. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General, 0. S. Army. 


. RICHMOND, VA., August 10, 1863. 

Col. T. P. DockERY: . 
COLONEL: The Secretary of War orders that you proceed at once to. 
the Trans-Mississippi Department, report to Lieut. Gen. E. K. Smith, 
and receive any further instructions in addition to a modification of 
those which that general may give. You willreassemble the scattered 
and furloughed troops which have passed west of the Mississippi, of the 
brigade recently commanded by you at the surrender of Vicksburg, at 
Cainden, in Arkansas, or such other point as may be designated by Gen- 
eral Smith. On such reassembling, you will take command and proceed 
to organize and equip them as soon and as perfectly as may be practi- 
cable. You will discriminate between such as before the final departure 
from Vicksburg were, by the act or with the complicity of the enemy, 
contrary to the terms of the capitulation, transferred to the west bank 
of the Mississippi, and those who afterward by straggling or after fur- 
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lough returned to that side, and return lists as early as possible of the 
two classes, both to the general commanding the Trans-Mississippi De- 
partment and to the Adjutant and Inspector General here. ‘The first 
class will, with the approval of the commanding general, be regarded as 
discharged from all obligations of parole, and free for immediate service. 
Of the exchange or dischargé of the others, you will be informed as soon 
as it can be effected. When reconstituted, you will, under the instruc- 
tions of the general commanding, and in conformity with the regula- 
tions existing, or which may be prescribed for the execution of the con- 
script law, endeavor to recruit and refill the numbers of your brigade. 
It is desirable that these troops, or their equivalent, should, as oppor- 
tunity will allow, be returned from the west to the east side of the Mis- 
sissippi; but in reference to the ultimate disposition and movement of 
your brigade, when reorganized, you will apply for and obey such in- 
structions as may be given by the general commanding the Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
BoE OLA 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Abstract from morning report of Marmaduke’s division, Missouri Cavalry, commanded by 
Brig. Gen. J. S. Marmaduke, August 10, 1663. 
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HpgRs. DiIstRicT oF TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, AND ARIZONA, 

Near Millican, August 11, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaes, Chief of Staff: 

Sir: I have the honor to state that, in compliance with the instruc- 
tions of Lieutenant-General Smith, the brigade from the northern sub- 
district, with Acting Brigadier-General Bankhead in command, has been 
ordered to report to Brigadier-General Steele at Fort Smith. IT had 
not sent this brigade for ward, for the reason that the aspect of affairs 
on the coast induced me to believe that more danger of an invasion lay 
in that quarter than in the wheat-growing region of the State at that 
time. This belief has been entertained by me for sometime. The lim- 
ited number of troops now under my command renders it impossible to 
hold certain positions on the coast. The occupation of any of these 
points, particularly from Saluria to Galveston, both of these points in- 
clusive, would necessitate the withdrawal of my forces from the other 
points on the coast, for the reason that by holding any of these places 
he would secure the railroad, and thus be enabled. to place his force in 
our rear. After a consultation with Brigadier-General Scurry, Colonel 
Sulakowski, and Colonel Terrell, I have been led to adopt the following 
course as regards the disposition of certain regiments: I have ordered 
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Acting Brigadier-General Bankhead to proceed to Fort Smith with 

-Gurley’s and Hardeman’s regiments and a company of light artillery, 
and also with any other forces he may haveinhand. Gurley’s regiment 
is nearly full, but Hardeman’s regiment consists of only eight compa- 
nies, few of which are full. Under the circumstances, I deemed it best 
not to order Colonel Gurley to report with five companies to Colonel 
Ford, which you were informed by me had been done, to enable him to 
collect conscripts and deserters, in accordance with Lieutenant-General 
Smith’s instructions, but to send to Colonel Ford, for that purpose, Lieu- 
. tenant-Colonel Davidson’s battalion of four companies of cavalry. It 
is believed by Brigadier-General Scurry and Colonel Terrell, both of 
whom are.well acquainted with the country in every respect, that this 
force will be sufficient for Colonel Ford’s purpose. I concur with them in 
this opinion, and have therefore taken this step, as I have great need for 
the few troops of my command on the coast. I cannot make any other 
disposition of my forces without inviting an attack on some vital point. 
I have ordered one company of Colonel] Terrell’s regiment to Waco and 
vicinity, on account of information received from Mr. Brown of the same 
nature as that referred to me by Lieutenant-General Smith. This was 
done before the reception of the information through Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Smith. This company has been sent into that section to break up 
nests of deserters, &c., represented to be in existence in that quarter. 
This duty will be temporary. Colonel Terrell’s regiment has been 
ordered to the mouth of the Brazos, to defend that rich and populous 
country, which invites invasion. Fully impressed with the inadequacy 
of my force to defend the coast, I beg that Lieutenant-General Smith 
will, if possible, order back to my command the troops originally belong-. 
_ ing to it but now serving with Major-General Taylor in Louisiana—al- 
ready greatly thinned by death and other causes. The State troops will, 
I hope, eventually reach 10,000, but their organization requires time, 
and consequently before they are ready for field service the State may 
be invaded. I have requested the Governor to turn over to me all the 
arms belonging to the State in her arsenal, with the hope to arm prop- 
erly the volunteer troops alreadyin the field, so as to be prepared as far 
as possible for an invasion at any time. As Major-General Taylor has 
informed me that there are fourteen batteries of light artillery in his 
command, and as I have only seven in this istrict, I beg that the three 
batteries of light artillery commanded by Captains Gonzales, Gibson, and 
Nichols, originally taken from this command, be ordered back. 

In order to show the limited number of troops at Galveston, I have 
the honor to inclose a copy of a communication received from Colonel 
(Acting Brigadier-General) Debray,* commanding that post. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. BANKHEAD MAGRUDER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WaR Dzpt., C. S. A., Richmond, Va., August 12, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. HE. Kigpy Smiru, Commanding, ée.: 

GENERAL: This will be handed you by Colonel McCray, of the Thirty- 
first Arkansas Regiment, who has been ordered to report to you for 
assignment to duty temporarily in the Trans-Mississippi Department, 
his regiment having been for a time united with another. Colonel Me- 
Cray, like several other officers, has made application for authority to 
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institute special enterprises against the shipping and trade of the enemy 
on the Mississippi. ae 

I have explained to you, in other letters, that, being unwilling at 
this distance and with my limited knowledge to conclude definitely on 
these propositions, I prefer that they should be considered and decided 
on by you, and invest you with the requisite authority to do so. I in- 
close the proposition made by Colonel McCray,* which has the merit of 
boldness in conception, and, with fortune and skill, not impossible of 
partial if not of complete success. 

I do not, however, wish you to be influenced by any judgment of 
mine in regard toit. Colone] McCray is personally known to you through 
past services, and feels full confidence that his qualifications (such as 
they are) will be appreciated and properly employed by you. You will 
note the great stress I lay in this and other letters on the interruption 
of communication and trade on the Mississippi River by the enemy. I 
see, from publications in their papers, that they recognize both the im- 
portance of maintaining such communication and its liability to inter- 
ruption, and they seek to deter from hostile obstructions, by most tru- 
culent threats of the cruel severities which, in case of any attack, they 
will visit, not merely on the hostile assailants, but on all the people of 
the adjacent districts, their habitations, and property. Should such 
atrocities be practiced to repress lawful hostilities on our part, you will 
not hesitate to take the most summary measures to retaliate and deter. 
Should any of the parties practicing such cruelties be taken, the Gov- 
ernment should not be troubled with them, but on the very scenes 
where the innocent inhabitants may have suffered, or their homes been 
devastated, the perpetrators, or those taken from a similar line of service, 
should be executed, and left as a solemn warning to the barbarous foe. 

It is very probable that the forces employed by the enemy in guard- 
ing the river will consist, in large measure, of negro troops. I think I 
have already, in previous communications, intimated to you, as my own 
judgment, that a most marked distinction should be made in the treat- 
ment, when taken, of these negro troops and of the white men leading 
them. The latter had better be dealt with red-handed on the field or 
immediately thereafter. The former, to be considered rather as de- 
luded victims of the hypocrisy and malignity of the enemy, should not 
be driven to desperation, but received readily to mercy, and encouraged 
to submit and return to their masters, with whom, after their brief ex: 
perience of Yankee humanity and the perils of the military service, 
they will be more content than ever heretofore in the service and under 
the protection of their legitimate guardians. I do not design these as 
positive instructions, but suggestions which I hope will receive the con- 
currence of your judgment and become your rule of action. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN SUB-DISTRICT OF TEXAS, 
. Oamp near Bonham, Tex., August 13, 1863. 
Capt. EpmunD P. TURNER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to inclose you a copy of a dispatch from 


me to General Boggs, forwarding him dispatches from General Steele. 
General Steele writes me that he has retired with General Cabell’s 
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command to the Canadian, and that when the enemy advances he will be 
compelled to fall back. He does not say whether he will retire upon 
- Fort Smith or in this direction. If he retires upon Fort Smith, my en- 
tire frontis uncovered, and this frontier exposed. If he retires this way, 
he will have to make his stand at Boggy Depot, 75 miles north of this 
camp, where I should have to re-enforce him. His army is completely 
demoralized, and he says that one party of 200 men, under commissioned 
officers, left him at one time. The enemy has been strongly re-enforced. 
He says his entire command is not greater than that which Cooper had 
when the enemy drove him back. . 

Rumors of fights and defeats reach me, but nothing official since the 
date of General Steele’s dispatch of the 9th. I will probably hear from 
him before the five companies of Gurley’s regiment can leave, and will 
then act as the necessity of the case may demand. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SMITH P. BANKHEAD, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Comdg. Northérn Sub-District of Texas. 


[Taclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN SuB-DISTRICT OF TEXAS, 
Near Bonham, Tex., August 10, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. BoGes, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


GENERAL: I have been instructed by the major-general commanding 
this district to write you direct in relation to all matters pertaining to 
the Indian Department, sending copies of my communications to his 
headquarters. 

I herewith inclose three letters from General Steele,* one of which (to 
Major Blair) was left open for my perusal. Iam grieved at General 
Steele’s situation, and wish I could relieve him promptly; but I have 
received orders not to move up until my command reaches 2,000, with 
another battery of artillery. So soon as Terrell’s regiment arrives, and 
Abat’s battery reports, I will be in condition to move as far as numbers 
are concerned ; but Terrell’s regiment is perfectly raw and unarmed. I 
suggest, in the event of my being ordered up, that, as my command be- . 
longs to this district proper, my orders may be distinct to move up and 
attack the enemy wherever I may find him, and then either advance or 
fall back as the fortunes of war may make it advisable. 

Ido not think it would be for the good of the service to amalgamate 
my command with General Steele’s. In a very short time I will have a 
disciplined command of 1,000 men, and with this nucleus can soon dis- 
cipline the balance. To have me under General Steele’s orders perma- 
nently would leave the lieutenant-general without an auxiliary force, 
which could be moved in any emergency either.into the Indian Depart- 
ment, Louisiana, or Kastern Texas. Itoecurs to me that my position is 
most eligible for attack or defense, and that if ordered to attack I should 
reoccupy my position after the work is done. [am drilling my com- 
mand almost exclusively as infantry, instructing them in the rudiments 
of the school of the trooper. I do this on the ground of efficiency and 
as best adapted to my arms, Enfield guns and United States muskets. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the réceipt of a file of General Or- 
ders, from No. 1 to No. 27, inclusive. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
, SMITH P. BANKHEAD, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Comdg. Northern Sub-District of Texas. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
F Shreveport, La., August 13, 1863. 
Principal Chief Choctaw Nation : 


Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the Ist instant.. The “arms and munitions of war which were 
forwarded by the Secretary of War for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
between the Southern Confederacy and the Choctaw Nation,” as you 
state, were on their way to the Mississippi, when they were diverted to 
Vicksburg, and there lost in the fall of that place. The Secretary of 
War has made arrangements to procure arms and munitions for the 
Choctaw Nation as soon as possible, and they will be duly forwarded 
as soon as received. I have alSo made arrangements to procure arms 
and munitions via Matamoras. I have been advised that, in accordance 
with stipulations, several cargoes have arrived off Matamoras, but their 
delivery, up to the latest advices, was prevented by some témporary 
difficulty with the French blockading squadron. As soon as I ean get 
the arms and munitions from the sources stated, I shall have them for: 
warded to your people. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, : 
' #K. KIRBY SMITH, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, \ Hp@rs. TRANS-MISssIssIpPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 36. Shreveport, La., August 14, 1863. 


I. All clerks and employés in the military service liable to conscrip- 
tion in the Trans-Mississippi Department will be immediately enrolled, 
and, within twenty days thereafter, sent tothe camps of instruction in 
their respective districts. 

All able-bodied men, except artificers and mechanics, who are now 
serving in the several staff departments will be relieved and ordered 
to join their proper companies and regiments, unless especially detailed 
by the district commander, upon proof of necessity of service. Their 
places will be supplied by those who are not capable of active service 
in the field, whether by age, sex, or physical disability. ; 

II. All officers and soldiers belonging to the garrisons of Vicksburg 
and Port Hudson previous to the surrender of those places, who may 
be within the Trans-Mississippi Department, either by furlough or other- 
wise, will report by the 15th day of September next, or at the expira- 
tion of their furlough, at one of the following-named places, viz: Those 
from Arkansas, at the camp of instruction at Washington, Ark.; from 
Missouri, at Little Rock, Ark.; from Louisiana, at the camp of instrue- 
tion near Shreveport, La.; from Texas, at the places directed by Major- 
General Magruder. The quartermaster’s department will furnish nee- 
essary transportation to officers and men reporting in compliance with 
this order. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

8. 8. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp, August 14, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL, Commanding Brigade : 
GENERAL: The two brigades, one for convenience of grass and water, 
are more widely separated than I desire. It is, therefore, necessary to 
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exercise great vigilance. Should you learn of an advance of the enemy, _ 
you will move back in the direction of your late camp, on Imochia, if © 
vou have time; otherwise move up the Sans Bois, on the road from 
Perryville to Fort Smith, and westward along that road until a junction 
of the two commands is effected. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HpDQrRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Long Town Creek, 0. N., August 16, 1863. 


Captain [S.] HowELL, 
In Charge of Detachment : 

CAPTAIN: You are detailed, with a portion of your company, to com- 
mence some defensive works on the road from Kansas to Texas. For 
this purpose you will establish your camp from 10 to 20 miles on the 
north of Boggy Depot, at such point as you may determine upon, after 
a careful examination of the country, as being the most suitabie for de- 
fense. You will then endeavor to get labor and tools from the planters 
on Red River, and commence such batteries and lines of intrenchment 
as may be required, calculating your lines for the occupation of 2,500 
men. It is not expected that you will be able to fortify extensively, but 
it will be of great benefit, should there be an advance upon Texas on that 
line, to have the lines marked out and:a commencement made. Some 

_log-housés should be constructed for storage, wells sunk, bridges placed 
over the streams in the rear, &c. Much is left to your judgment and 
to your practical knowledge. An engineer has been applied for, who 
will be put in charge if sent to me. 

By order of Brigadier-General Steele: 

B. G. DUVAL, 
Ineutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, August 17, 1863. 
General 8S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, C. 8. A.. Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: Upon being assigned to the command of a division here, I 
found that the Missouri regiments in this department were known by 
the names of their commanders. The inconvenience of the practice led 
me to number those in my division (Parsons’ brigade) according to 
the date of their organization respectively. Knowing that there were 
but six regiments of infantry from Missouri on the east side of the Mis- 
sissippi River, and that no muster-rolls of the Missouri regiments on 
this side had been received in Richmond, on the 1st of April I ordered 
the regiments in Parsons’ brigade to be designated as follows: Cald- 
well’s as the Seventh Regiment Missouri Infantry; Hunter’s as the 
Highth Regiment Missouri Infantry; White’s as the Ninth Regiment 
Missouri Infantry, and Pickett’s as the Tenth Regiment Missouri In- 
fantry, and they were so designated on the muster-rolls of April 30. 

_ These regiments were organized, viz: August 31, 1862, the Seventh 
Regiment, under Colonel Jackman; September 15, 1862, the Highth 
Regiment, under Colonel Hunter; October 22, 1862, the Ninth Regi- 
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ment, under Colonel White, and November 10, 1862, the Tenth Regiment, 
under Colonel [A. B.] Steen. 

The next senior regiment Missouri infantry appears to be that of Col. 
John B. Clark, jr., which was organized November 16, 1862; and the next 
that of Col. Charles S. Mitchell, organized January 16, 1863. It seems 
that the officer who bore the April muster-rolls of. Frost’s brigade to 
Richmond reached there in advance of the bearer of the other muster- 
rolls, and that the regiments of that brigade (Clark’s and Mitchell’s regi- 
ments and Musser’s battalion) have received the numbers which had been 
given to the regiments in Parsons’ brigade. I beg leave to submit the 
matter to your attention, and to beg that you will designate officially 
the numbers which these regiments shall respectively bear. Until then 
I shall not give any further orders on thesubject. You will also oblige 
me by sending me the proper numbering of the cavalry regiments from 
Missouri, and of the infantry regiments from Arkansas, none of which 
in this district are now numbered. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, 

STERLING PRICH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HDgQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 37: Shreveport, La., August 17, 1863. 
I. Maj. W. B. Blair, commissary of subsistence, is announced as chief’ 
of the bureau of subsistence for the Trans-Mississippi Department. All 
returns and reports required by the regulations to be made to the chief 
of this bureau at Richmond will in future be made to Major Blair, com- 
missary of subsistence, at Shreveport, La. 
II. Muster-rolls of troops serving in this department will in future 
be sent to Col. B. Allston, inspector-general, at Shreveport, La. 
By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith :' 
8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
No. 11. Camp on Bayou Meto, August 17, 1863. 
I. In accordance with Special Orders, No. 133, Headquarters District 
of Arkansas, Little Rock, August 15, 1863, the undersigned assumes 
command of Price’s division, relieving Brig. Gen. J. F. Fagan, who 
will assume command of his brigade. 
Il. First Lieut. F. Von Phul is announced as aide-de-camp. The 
other officers of the division staff will remain as already constituted. 
D. M. FROST, 
Brigadier-General, Uommanding Price’s Division. 


HpDQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Brookin’s Creek, August 17, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL, 
Commanding Brigade: 
GENERAL: You appear to have drawn the conclusion that it is my 
intention to fall back on Perryville. I have no intention of falling back 
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in any direction at present. The reference made to the Perryville road 
was only as a route by which the two brigades, which are too far, apart, 
could unite, where they could not by the direct road. - 

I cannot understand why your mules should be in bad condition if 
they are herded at night, as they should be, as they will not eat well 
in the day-time at this season of the year, when flies are so trouble- 
some. It will be impossible to inform you of the whereabouts of each 
particular party, but you can take it for granted that there are at all 
times small parties of observation moving about between Webber’s 
Falls.and the Creek Agency. Below that point some Choctaws have 
been, to protect some of the people whilst moving back from the river. | 
I have no doubt many of your men will find pretexts for desertion in 
any move that does not take them in the direction they wish to go, and 
this feeling is encouraged by the tone of the officers. You should check 
all conversation which tends to make the men dissatisfied, or which 
makes them think that they should be elsewhere than they are. It has 
even been reported about the streets of Fort Smith that you thought 
that the men ought to desert if they were not brought back into Ar- 
kansas. Such reports, no matter how false, if nothing is done to coun- 
teract them, will send off many men who will go believing that they 
have the good-will of their officers. The Creek Indians think they 
should not go beyond their own lines, which is a matter of surprise even 
in them; but when white men are so narrow-minded as to be unable to 
see beyond their own neighborhood, it causes the reflection that the 
white man is not much above the other races after all. There is reason 
to believe that Cloud is gathering a force at Cassville, with the inten- 
tion of coming to the Arkansas River. If he does, his force will prob- 
ably unite with Blunt’s, and against the two we would make but a poor 
show. Blunt is at present lying idle near enough to his works to get 
in them at the first alarm. He will, no doubt, wait there until Cloud 
is ready to move. 

Your obedient servant, 
B, G. DUVAL, 
Tieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Base ea ase DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 135. Inttle Rock, August 18, 1863. 
VI. Thomas H. Courtenay, esq., is, by direction of the lieutenant-gen- 
eral commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department, authorized to enlist 
a secret-service corps, not exceeding 20 men, to be employed by him, 
subject to the orders of the district commander. 
By command of Major-General Price: 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, { ADIT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
No. 196. Richmond, Va., August 18, 1863. 
* * *” * * * * 
XV. Brig. Gen. 8. B. Maxey, Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, is assigned to the Trans- Mississippi Department, and will repair 
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to Little Rock, Ark., and report for duty to Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes, 
commanding, &e. 

XVI . Brig. Gen. W. N. R. Beall, Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, is transferred to the Trans-Mississippi Department. He will 
proceed to Little Rock, Ark., and report to Lieutenant-General Holmes, 
who will assign him to an appropriate command, on being notified that 
General Beall has been duly exchanged as a prisoner of war. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 


JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8S. A,, 
Richmond, Va., August 19, 1863. 
Genera] JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Commanding, &e., Morton, Miss. : 

GENERAL: It has become, from the loss of Vicksburg and Port Hud- 
son, essential that, if practicable, arrangements should be made witha 
view to the transmission, especially of mails and money, for frequent 
and secure communication with the Trans-Mississippi Department. It 
appears to me that this might be effected with reasonable certainty and 
safety by an understanding between yourself and General Smith for 
concurrent operations with your cavalry force or light artillery on each 
side of the river. My knowledge of the country induces me to suggest 
that between about Prentiss, Miss., and some 20 miles south of Mem- — 
phis, on this side of the river, the country might be commanded, and 
ready access at various points secured to the river by cavalry, while 
the stretch of the opposite bank should be commanded by the forces of 
General Smith. Thus, with an understanding had that the various 
most convenient landings should at different set times be resorted to, a 
small escort of cavalry could pass in safety mails, messengers, or officers 
in charge of funds across, to be met by similar escorts on the opposite 
side. 

These suggestions are made for your consideration, and are not de- 
signed to preclude the adoption of other and better arrangements which 
your superior knowledge of the country and military experience may 
recommend. The object is so important that [ must ask your early 
attention to it, and I shall be pleased to receive information of any 
arrangements made at your earliest convenience, 

It is not of less importance that the use of the Mississippi for trade 
should, if possible, be debarred to the enemy. If this could only be 
done effectually, it would deprive the North of most of the fruits of 
their late successes in Mississippi, and, perhaps, even more effectually 
than the command of fortified places on the river, satisfy the North- 
west of the impossibility of ever enjoying the Mississippi as an avenue 
of trade without peace and amity with the Confederate States. I should 
think, in the present low state of the waters, field artillery with cavalry, 
under the direction of able and enterprising officers, might find ready 
access to the banks of the river for hundreds of miles, and render the 
passage of trading boats entirely impracticable. I have written to Gen- 
eral Smith, urgently pressing on his attention the necessity of similar 
action on his part. I recommend communication and co-operation be- 
tween you, and such measures as your judgment may adopt, to effect 


972 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV, 


the speedy and complete stoppage of trade to the enemy on the Mis- 
sissippi. 
With high regard, yours, &c., 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HpgQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Brookin’s Creek, August 19, 1863. 
Brig. Gen, W. L. CABELL, Commanding Brigade: 

GENERAL: You will move your brigade to the neighborhood of Scul- 
lyville, to be near enough to Fort Smith to re-enforce that place should 
the enemy advance upon it in such numbers as you could oppose with 
a reasonable prospect of success. Should the force advancing be so 
large as to make an attempt to defend not advisabl6, you will withdraw 
all the troops in the direction of Riddle’s, where flour has been placed. 
It would be necessary to watch closely for a movement from the direc- 


tion of Gibson. 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpqrs. SEconD Bric., First Div., ARMY OF TEXAS, 
Camp Bankhead, August 20, 1863. 
[Capt. EpMuND P. TURNER :] 

CaApTaIn: I beg you will communicate the substance of this dispatch 
to the major-general commanding without delay, and forward me his 
reply by pony express. If the express does not leave on the day when 
his reply is ready, a special courier will bring it through, as that is em- 
braced in the contract with the carriers of the pony express. 

General Steele has fallen back, with his entire command, from: the 
front of Fort Gibson. He has gone to Fort Smith, with Cabell’s bri- 
gade, and General Cooper is at Briartown, 15 miles from Fort Smith. 
My front is now uncovered, and all the stores of thé Indian Department 
are at the mercy of the enemy at Boggy Depot, the point near which the 
Fort Gibson and the Fort Smith roads fork. To defend this frontier I 
must advance to Boggy Depot with my entire command. This I shall do 
at once. Shall I gofarther? IfI goon to Fort Smith, then the enemy 
can come direct from Fort Gibson to this section. If they are pursued 
from the direction of Fort Smith, they pass out through the western 
counties, the most disaffected portion of the State, and where there are 
none to oppose them, but many to bid them God-speed. In my humble 
opinion, a strong force must remain at the junction of the Fort Smith 
and Fort Gibson roads. It is my deliberate opinion that if that point 
is left, unguarded, this country will be raided over by the enemy. The 
point alluded to is a strong position for defense, and I inclose a rough 
sketch,* which will give a better idea of the roads and localities than the 
ordinary maps. When Cooper fell back before to Briartown, I advanced 
to the point 17 miles north of Boggy Depot. I must do the same thing 
now; but I strongly urge that if 1 go beyond that point it shall be on 
the Fort Gibson road, and not on the Fort Smith road. 

Why General Steele has fallen back to Fort [Smith] rather than 
toward Boggy Depot, is more than I can comprehend. All his stores, 
both commissary and ordnance, are at Boggy Depot, and the road is 
open from Fort Gibson to that point. His commissary writes that be 


* Omitted. 
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has supplies only to the 1st proximo, and I ‘am straining every energy 
‘to forward him sixty thousand rations before I leave. Doubtless Gen- 
eral Steele, being master of his own situation and seeing things from a 


different standpoint, is a better judge of the propriety of his military - 


movements than I can possibly be; but I am so assured of the impro- 
priety of leaving the forks of the roads to Fort Gibson and Fort Smith 
unguarded, that Iam strongly tempted to take upon myself the responsi- 
bility of halting at that point. If this country should be raided our 
loss would be immense. The destruction of the few thrashing-machines 
in operation would of itself prove a calamity, and this could be effected 
so easily that even now I am in constant apprehension of hearing that 
some small band has slipped down and done the work. 

In view of all that is at stake, the immense interest involved, I‘urge 
the major-general commanding notto leave this entire frontier exposed, 
by allowing this command to be permanently assigned to General Steele 
at Fort Smith. The enemy cannot be kept out of this country by the 
occupancy of that position. He must be checked effectually in front, 
and when I leave his front (as I do when I leave the Fort Gibson road), 
my conviction is that this country will be harried by him. I have no 
objection either to serve under General Steele or to go to Fort Smith, 
but Iam convinced that the safety of this section depends on keeping 
troops on the Fort Gibson road. If I was untrammeled by orders, I 
should advance with my entire force direct in that direction. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, 
SMITH P. BANKHEAD, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, August 20, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. E. Kirsy Situ, Comdg. Trans-Miss. Dept. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to send you the following list of men, 
who, by the wish of the honorable Secretary of War, are to be employed 
in your department on the special service of destroying the enemy’s 
property by torpedoes and similar inventions, viz: John Kirk, Charles 
Littlepage, John Silure, Robert Creuzbaur, E. Allen, W. D. Miller, and 
C. Williams. 

These men should each be enlisted in and form part of an engineer 
company, but will, nevertheless, be employed, so far as possible, in the 
service specified above, and, when the public interests in your judg- 
ment require it, details of additional men may be made, either from the 
engineer troops or from the line, to aid them in their particular duties. 
Their compensation will be 50 per cent. of the property destroyed by 
their new inventions, and all the arms and munitions captured by them 
by the use of torpedoes or of similar devices... Beyond this, they will 
be entitled to such other reward as Congress may hereafter provide. 

Your obedient servant, 
A. L. RIVES, 


Tieutenant- Colonel and Acting Chief of Bureau. — 


{Indorsement. ] 


Approved : 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


A similar letter to the above was written and sent to General Joseph 
Ii. Johnston, commanding Department of the West, with the following 


7 
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names: E. ©. Singer, J. D. Brannan, R. W. Dunn, B. A. Whitney, D.. 


Bradbury, James Jones, C. E. Tracy, J. R. Fretwell, and L. ©. Hirseh- 
burger (also approved by Secretary of War). : 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., August 21, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: General [H. W.] Allen, just made a brigadier, has been 
ordered to report to you, with instructions to rendezvous certain regi- 
ments of paroled prisoners at Shreveport or such other points as you 
may designate. He is likewise expected, by bis personal influence and 
exertions, to bring back to the service many stragglers and deserters, 
and recruit his forces from those not accessible. 1t is hoped a brigade 
will be raised, to the command of which he will naturally be assigned; 
but, should this expectation prove delusive, you will best know to what 
fluty to assign this officer, who has justly won a high character for gal- 
lantry and ability. 

I avail myself of the opportunity of sending you a copy of a letter,* 
lately written by me to General Johnston, urging his co-operation in 
establishing and maintaining communications, and transmission of 


mails and money across the Mississippi. You will perceive, from the, 


suggestions I have made, that I think, with proper understanding had 
between him and yourself as to your operations on the different banks, 
passage may be recovered at various points and different set times with 
little trouble or danger. 

In several letters of late I have so urged your attention to the im- 
portance of interrupting the enemy’s trade and communication upon 
the Mississippi that I deem it unnecessary to trouble you further with 
suggestions on that point. Should those communications have failed 
to reach you, the letter to General Johnston, inclosed, will possess you 
of my views, which have likewise been explained orally to General 
Allen. 

With my earnest wish for your success and that of our cause, I re- 
nain, with high respect, truly yours, 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Brookin’s Oreek, August 21, 1863. 
Brig.-Gen. W. L. CABELL, in the Field : 


GENERAL: AS grass and water are necessary articles, your camp must 
be made with reference to them. You will probably have to get water 
from the Poteau. If any arrangements can be made to get forage for 
your horses it must be done. The tax of one-tenth should furnish you 
with sufficient. Lieutenant [J. J.] Du Bose has received a lot of better 
powder. Send him all the cartridges you have with bad .powder, to be 
refilled. Assume the immediate direction of affairs in your vicinity, and 
ascertain, if possible, the strength of the enemy in Northwestern Arkan- 
sas. Any important information you may get report to me, and send 


*Of August 19. See p, 971. 
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the same to Little Rock. I would eall your attention to a publication 
in the last Patriot with reference to the movements of troops. The 
writer is evidently in your command. Is the statement that Major 
King is en route to Little Rock correct ? ' 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
: WM. STEELE, ; 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.—I wish you to keep your troops as much together as possible, 
with a view to the rapid concentration of all the troops under my com- 
mand. Should Bankhead come up, I propose crossing the Arkansas, 
should the rorce in Northwestern Arkansas not be too large. 


ON COURIER LINE, August 22, 1863. 
| Brigadier-General MARMADUKE:] 

GENERAL: Colonel Gordon has taken up the line of march for Browns: 
ville. The Federals drove in his pickets again this morning. He is 
going to Brownsville by by-roads. 

The enemy are moving toward Brownsville; they are already ahead 
of him (Colonel Gordon); there are three brigades of them, two of cav- 
alry and one of infantry. Colonel advised me to break up this line of | 
couriers and re-establish it on the Des Arc and Brownsville road. The 
Federals have a very large train, supposed to be between 500 and 600 
wagons. 

General, I will report to youin person to-night, or as soon as possible. 

W. T. McCUTCHAN, 
Lieutenant in Charge of Courier Line. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF TEXAS, 
Galveston, August 22, 1863. 
‘Brig. Gen. S. P. BANKHEAD, 
Commanding Northern Sub-District of Texas: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to write you 
and say that you will move at once with what force you have to the | 
assistance of Brigadier-General Steele. You will, if you can doso, drive 
the Indians from the border as you go, and if not able to do so (and it 
is feared you will not), you will proceed with dispatch to comply with 
the above order. 

Orders will be issued Gould’s regiment, in place of Terrell’s, to proceed 
by forced marches, as quickly as they can get their horses ready, to join 
you. This change was rendered necessary from the fact that a portion 

of Terrell’s regiment had to be ordered to this point to quell a spirit of 
mutiny that had manifested itself, which I add, for your information,'is © 
entirely subdued. One battery, Capt. Jones’ company of light artil- 
lery, is also ordered to report to you. The general commanding thinks 
‘that these troops will be all that he can possibly spare you trom the 
forces under his command, already rendered too weak to guard properly 
the extensive coast and frontier under his command. 

I am, general, yours, respectfully, Se.. . 
W. T. CARRINGTON, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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SHREVEPORT, LA., August 23, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, 
. Commanding, &e., Little Rock : 

GENERAL: Your telegram just received. General Smith has not re- 
turned from Marshall. I] have forwarded your dispatch to him. I would 
suggest that when the enemy approaches so near as to leave no doubt 
of his designs on Little Rock, and you are obliged to fall back, that you 
remove the sick first, and- then the commissary, ordnance, and quarter- 
master’s stores, destroying everything you are obliged to leave behind 
that can be of any use to the enemy. There should be no doubt of the 
enemy’s movements. 

Your obedient servant, 
8S. 8S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Brownsville, August 23, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. 8S. MARMADUKE, 
In the Field ; 

GENERAL: Yours this date just received. I inclose instructions for 
you,* a copy of which has been previously sent you by courier from these 
headquarters. As to the enemy, they advanced in heavy force on yes- 
terday, with wagon train, far in this direction, and their march continued 

‘into the night. I am now trying to ascertain his whereabouts and his 
movements. It is reported to me by my advance to have been all of 
Davidson’s command. 

My command is here. Any positive information received by me will 
be furnished you if you will keep your courier line up or keep me in- 
formed of your position. : 

Be pleased if you will reciprocate. 

I am, general, yours, respectfully, 
L. M. WALKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’s DIVISION, 
August 23, 1863. 
Maj. THomas L. SNEAD: 
MaAsor: I propose to move Clark’s brigade to Redoubt No. 1, because 
the position he now occupies is covered by the troops in front of Bayou 
Meto, while the road by Shoal Ford [Shallow Ford] is entirely unguarded, 
unless our cavalry now occupy it in sufficient force, of which I have re- 
ceived no notice. While the fords and crossings of the river below are 
unguarded, I do not feel at liberty to recommend Tappan’s brigade to 
be ordered to this side of the river. I have ordered the advance bri- 
gades to fall back to the rifle-pits (which, in their incomplete condition, 
are hardly worthy of the name), and have directed Colonel Clark to 
move tu Redoubt No.1; and if General Tappan should be ordered over, 
Clark can very readily be advanced to Mount Gallant or Redoubt No. 3. 
Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Laie, D. M. FROST, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


SSS 


* Not found. 
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[Indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, August 23, 1863. 


Respectfully returned to Brigadier-General Frost, who will Rate such 
disposition of the troops as he may think best. ; 
By order of Major-General Price : 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 


Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS. NORTHERN cE -DISTRICT, ARMY OF TEXAS, 
Camp Bankhead, August 23, 1863. 
Capt. EDMUND P. TURNER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


CAPTAIN: [have the honor to report, for the information of the major- 
general commanding, that Gurley’s regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
or W.] Battle, moved forward to-day for Boggy Depot. Krumbhaar’s 

attery follows to-morrow, and Hardeman the next day. The scarcity 
of water requires that [ should move up by detachments, as there is but. 
little water within 37 miles of this place, and not enough for my entire 
command at any one point. I shall halt at Boggy Depot until I hear 
from General Steele, as I will not leave the Fort Gibson road open until 
I am ordered to do so, because the consequences would be visited on 
the major-general, and [ believe he relies on my judgment to avoid any 
sharp criticisms or military disasters. If this section of country should 
be raided over because the Fort Gibson road was left open, the whole 
country would rise in condemnation of the order which moved my com- 
- mand from a salient position. 

I will be enabled to support General Steele with an effective total of — 
about 1,200. This includes [Daniel] Showalter’s and [James] Bourland’s 
commands. I have been compelled, however, to arm them with some of 
the guns intended for Colonel Terrell, and will not be able to send back 
more than three hundred stand of arms. This need cause no disappoint- 
ment, as the Texas-made guns are so indifferent that I would not use them 
if [had shot-guns or the ordinary hunting rifle. But many of Bourland’s 
command, and all of Showalter’s, are without arms, and I was compelled 
to take this poor apology for a weapon or leave these troops behind. I 
should have left here to-day with the advance, but the ordnance supplies 
will only reach here to-morrow, and I preferred to see to their proper 
distribution myself. I have had great difficulties in getting up my trans- 

portation. I could not move without my own supplies, as, by some 
strange mismanagement, there were only rations to the 1st proximo in 
the Indian Department. I was, therefore, compelled to send forward 
some supplies to General Steele before I took any for my own command. 
I-cannot give you a proper appreciation of the difficulties I have sought 
to overcome. I have labored incessantly, night and day, since the re- 
ception of the order to move, and no earlier advance was within the 
reach of possibility, unless I threw my troops into a destitute country, 
without supplies for their maintenance. Superadded to all my other 
troubles, the sickness of Captain Burke has kept me without the serv- 
ices of a ranking quartermaster until the last two or three days. I 
have been sorely perplexed to find a proper person to whom [ could turn 
over the command of the sub-district during my absence. Having great 
confidence in the sound judgment of Col. Samuel A. Roberts, and as I 
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have sought his advice upon nearly all subjects of a civil character per- 
taining to my administration, and thus familiarized him with the policy 
adopted by me and approved by the major-general, I have asked and 
received his consent to take the command of this sub-district until the 
pleasure of the major-general could be made known. He has been as- 
- signed to the command of a camp of instruction at Tyler, by Lieutenant- 
General Smith; but I suggest that Colonel Roberts can render very 
valuable services if commanding the sub-district. He is an old citizen 
of the State, has the confidence of the people, and is familiar with the 
resources of this portion of the State. If consistent with the interests 
of the service, | urge that Colonel Roberts may remain in command of 
this sub-district, with his headquarters at Bonham. 
I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant, 
SMITH P. BANKHEAD, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
No. 14. Camp Martin Green, August 23, 1863. 

The different brigades of this division will be at once put in motion 
in the direction of Little Rock, and will take position in front of the 
town. Brigade commanders as they arrive will report in person at these 
headquarters for specific instructions. 
: * oe % * * : * * 

By command of Brigadier-General Frost: 

L. A. MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, 

; August 25, 1863. 
Brigadier-General MARMADUKE, 

Commanding Division : 

GENERAL: I have received from district headquarters the following: — 

The general does not approve the proposed movement at this time. 


You will continue to make preparations to receive the enemy here to 
the best advantage. The right brigade of your division will be consid- 
ered as having the railway station, &e., especially in charge, and must 
advance pickets to the front on railroad and wagon road leading to the 
front, near the railroad. You will find Dobbin’s brigade about 7 miles 
south of you, and on lower Pine Bluff road, which is the route for your 
courier line to that brigade. 

Yours, respectfully, 
L. M. WALKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[P.S.]—I will be absent from these headquarters this forenoon, exam- 
ining roads, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
; August 25, 1863. 
Major SNEAD, Assistant Adjutant-General :. 


Str: A constant artillery fire is now being distinctly heard in the 
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direction of Brownsville, and from its distinctness may not be more dis- 
tant than near Bayou Meto. I suppose you have heard it already. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. M. FROST, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, an? 25, 1363. 
Brigadier- General FROST, 
Commanding Division : 


_ GENERAL: Make the necessary dispositions for a battle. Have the 
negroes sent back to this side of the river in time. Putastrong guard 
at the bridge and boats until Tappan can relieve.it. The general will 
start to the front soon. 
Yours, 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, | 
Shreveport, La., August 26, 1863, 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, 
Inttle Rock, Ark.: 


General [William] Steele has been re-enforced by General Bankhead’s 
brigade. He should not fall back unless compelled. His line of retreat — 
depends upon your movements; if not required in any other direction, 
it should be toward Bonham, in order to cover Northern Texas. 

W. R. BOGGS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS TRAWS-MISSISSIPPL DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., August 26, 1863. 
Maj..Gen. RICHARD TAYLOR, 
Comdg. District of Western Louisiana, Alexandria, La. : 
GENERAL: By direction of Lieutenant-General Smith, I inclose here- 
with a copy of a dispatch just received.* He also directs me to say 
General Price is engaged with a superior force of the enemy near Little 
Rock, and disposition to meet this force will be made by you with your 
command. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
S. 8. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant: General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., August 26, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. RicHARD TAYLOR, 
Comdg. District of Western Louisiana, Alexandria, La. : 
GENERAL: By telegram from General Price, information has been 
received that the enemy is advancing in force upon Little Rock. Yes- 
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’ terday the outposts were engaged on Bayou Meto, 12 miles from Little 
Rock. lLieutenant-General Smith directs that boats be kept in readi- 
ness to move Walker’s division, if required, to this point. 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. W. R. BOGGS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, pee AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 202. Richmond, August 26, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


XV. Brig. Gen. Thomas FE. Drayton, Provisional Army of the Con- 
federate States, will proceed without delay to Little Rock, Ark., and 
report to Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes for assignment to duty. 

¥ * * * *¥ * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HpqQrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 38. Shreveport, La., August 26, 1863. 


In accordance with the proclamation of the President, a general par- 
don and amnesty is hereby granted to all officers and soldiers now absent 
without leave in the Trans-Mississippi Department who will return to 
duty by the 30th day of September proximo. 

Officers and enlisted men in the '[rans- Mississippi Department whose 
commands are east of the Mississippi River will, under this amnesty, 
report as follows, viz: Those from Arkansas, at the camp of instruction 
at Washington, and district headquarters; from Texas, at Bonham and 
Houston; from Louisiana, at Shreveport and district headquarters ; and 
will be permitted to attach themselves temporarily to any regiment of 
their own corps now serving in this department. 

This amnesty and pardon shall also extend to all who have been con- 
victed and are undergoing sentence for absence without leave or deser- . 
tion, excepting only those who have been twice convicted thereof. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


HpDQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
ps Camp on East Boggy, near Aleck McKinney’s, [August 27, 1863.] 
Capt. W. H. Wooten: 3 


‘ 


CapTatn: I inclose herewith three very important orders,* which you 
will please address and transmit, without a moment’s delay, to the offi- 
cers in General Bankhead’s brigade who may be commanding troops 
or artillery separately. Should General Bankhead be at Boggy or at 
one of the nearest camps, you will deliver the whole package tohim. I 
leave one of the orders open, so that you may see its important character. 
It is rumored that the Creeks are en route for Boggy Depot by another 


* Three copies of one order. 
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~ road. Ifsuch should prove to be the case, convey an.order to them from 


General Steele to join General Cooper at once, on the Perryville road. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. G. DUVAL, 


Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
[Inclosure.] 


Hp@rs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Hast Boggy, August 27, 1863. 


Actg. Brig. Gen. S. P. BANKHEAD and other commanders : 


Sir: I am directed by General Steele to say that you will move with 
all the troops under your command to the Middle Boggy, with all pos- 
sible dispatch. The enemy is advancing. Should he continue, a battle 
will be inevitable. It may occur within twenty-four hours. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. G. DUVAL, 
Ineutenant.and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. SEconD Bric., Frrst Div., ARMY OF TEXAS, 
Camp Bankhead, August 27, 1863—8 p. m. 


Capt. EpmMunD P. TURNER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to inclose the latest dispatch from Gen- 
eral Steele, written at 7 p.m. last night. Nearly all my command is 
already at Blue River, a few miles this side of Boggy Depot. I shall 
march all night, and be with General Steele in twenty-four hours. My 
troops will be comparatively fresh. You will see the importance of hur- 
rying forward ail and any re-enforcements the major-general can spare. 
I have Gurley and Hardeman and four companies of Bourland’s and 
Krumbhaar’s battery, not exceeding in all 800 men. I shall endeavor 
to hold the enemy in check, and will take up all the intrenching tools 
I can obtain. * 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
SMITH P. BANKHEAD, 
Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure.] 


HpDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp near Perryville, August 26, 1863. 


[General 8S. P. BANKHEAD:] 


GENERAL: I received to-day your letter with the welcome informa- 
tion that you were coming this way. -I am falling back before a much 
superior force of the enemy. If your men were here, they could be 
gratified in their desire to be under fire, with but little delay. I be- 
lieve the enemy’s desire to have been to crush out this part of our force, 
and to turn in the direction of Fort Smith, Ark. It remains to be seen 
- whether he will dare to expose Fort Gibson by a move upon Fort Smith. 
- Iam anxious that your force should join me on this road as soon as pos- 
sible, to advance upon Fort Gibson or to pass by a by-road on to the 
Boggy and Fort Smith roads, as may be advisable. Should the Fed- 
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erals still continue to follow, I shall fall back still farther. My rear 
guard has been engaged to-day. With what forye: he is following, | 
have not yet learned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


7 p. M.—The Federal cavalry is still harassing us, and the artillery 
and infantry reported not far behind. Hurry up. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY COMMAND, 
August 27, [1863|—6.30 p. m. 


This command will fall back as soon as itis dark. General Marma. 
duke will move his command to the Roberson placg, 54 miles from Bayon 
Meto, on Military road. * He will leave with Colonel Dobbin, who will 
form the rear guard, the two pieces of light artillery. 

By command of Brigadier- General Walker: 

J. OC. ALEXANDER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., August 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. MAGRUDER, 
Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: Lam directed by Lieutenant-General Smith to inform you 
that four columns of the enemy are advancing into this department— 
one from the north, into the Indian Territory ; one from Helena, abou 
20,000 strong, upon Little Rock; one from Vicksburg, about 10,000 
upon Monroe, and one from Natchez, upon Harrisonburg. When las 
heard from, the enemy were at Bayou Meto, 12 miles from Little Rock 
Monroe is believed to be already in their possession. The lieutenant 
general commanding also anticipates, from information received, tha 
Banks will move upon Lower Louisiana. There is no force sufficien 
to oppose the enemy’s advance, and he will probably reach the Rec 
River. You are directed to hasten the completion of the organizatiot 
of the State troops, and to concentrate all your available force near th 

xed River. You will call into service all organized companies of min 
ute men. You will remove your headquarters to some point near th 
troops, and personally supervise their movements. No time should b 
lost in perfecting these arrangements. The new troops should be mad 
available as rapidly as possible. It would be disastrous should we b 
compelled to fall back beyond the line of Red River. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. BR. BOGGS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS PrRIcH’s DIVISION, 
| August 28, 1863. 
GENERAL: I am instructed by the brigadier-general cOuWawares 
inform you that the enemy commenced - crossing Bayou Meto, belo 
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Genera] Walker, at 5 p. m., and that the latter is falling Back, You 
will hold yourself in readiness to fall into line of battle at any moment. 


Yours, respectfully, ; 
WM. A. SHAY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(To Generals McRae, Parsons, Fagan, and Colonel Clark.) 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DrvIston, 
August 28, 1863. 


The enemy having crossed the Bayou Meto at the Shallow Ford, the 
brigadier-general commanding division deems it advisable for you to 
strengthen your line of skirmishers and pickets. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘ [L. A.] MACLEAN, 


Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(To Generals Parsons and Fagan and Colonel Clark.) 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., August 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, 
Tittle Rock, Ark.: 

I am directed by Lieutenant-General Smith to say eight regiments of 
the enemy, it is believed,.occupy Monroe. General Taylor has full in- 
formation of their movements, and will make dispositions accordingly. 
Some time since a brigade of cavalry was ordered from his command to 
this place. On their arrival they will be sent forward to cover Camden. 
In mean while use all disposable transportation at your command to 
remove the stores from thence to Washington and Arkadelphia. The 
simultaneous movement of the enemy from different directions and 
General Smith’s ill health detain him here. 


Your obedient servant, 
8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


. BoNHAM, August 30, 1863. 
Maj. G. M. Bryan, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Trans-Mississippi Depariment: 

My Dear Sir: I avail myself of the understanding between us 
when I left Marshall that I should write you in the event of the occur- 
rence of anything new in the Indian Territory. 

I have only arrived here this moment, and find, as I feared, that Gen- 
eral Steele is being pushed rapidly down the country. He is now only 
about. 60 miles from Red River (at East Boggy), or rather he was at the 
point indicated on the 28th instant. General Bankhead had not reached 
him; he must, however, be very near him. General Steele had been 
compelled soon after I left camp to send Cabell’s brigade in the direc- 
tion of Fort Smith, to avoid the contagion of demoralization. I have 
seen letters from General Steele as late as the 28th instant. I think from 
their tenor he will make a stand as soon as General Bankhead joins him ; | 


- 


' 
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he will do so, however, under serious disadvantages, I fear. If General 
Smith has gone to Little Rock, and should inaugurate a movement in 
the rear of the enemy pursuing Steele, Blunt and his entire force can 
soon be “done for.” There is a very excited state of feeling in this 
section, people fearing that General Steele will be forced to come to 
Red River. General Steele writes that the enemy are burning every- 
thing as they come. This induces the belief on my part that they do 
not intend advancing much farther. I may be mistaken. I go forward 
immediately, and will give you a correct version of matters on my ar- 
rival; General Steele says the ammunition he has is tending much to 
the demoralization of the command. Should the enemy reach here 
they will be welcomed by many. The rottenness pervading the popu- 
lation staggers belief. I write in great haste. 
Traky. 
J. F. CROSBY. 


P. S.—General Steele writes that he has been skirmishing with the 
enemy for several days. Several Yankees have been killed. Our loss 
so far very slight. 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Middle Boggy, C. N., August 30, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaes, 
Chief of Staff, Trans-Mississippi Department: 

GENERAL: The uncertainty and delay in communicating to the dis- 
trict headquarters at Little Rock induces me to address you direct, to 
furnish you with information already transmitted to General Price. 

On the 22d instaxt the enemy, who had been recently re-enforced, 
crossed the Arkansas River with a force of about 6,000 cavalry and in- 
fantry, with eight-pieces of artillery. Not having a force to resist with 
any prospect of success, I commenced falling back in the direction of 
Perryville, on the Texas road. My command had been encamped at 
points some miles distant, in consequence of being obliged to subsist 
the animals entirely upon grass. Moving in the direction indicated 
would enable all to join at Perryville, if not sooner, and finally to avail 
myself of General Bankhead’s force, which was reported as being on the 
way, and also to prevent a movement upon Fort Smith without uncov- 
ering Fort Gibson. The Federals followed persistently until the night 
of the 26th instant, when, having forced me beyond Perryville, where 
there was no water for 20 miles nor grass for 16 miles farther, he dis- 
continued the pursuit. The Creeks have not joined me. Col. Stand 
Watie, who was absent on a scout on the Arkansas River, has not yet . 
joined, though he has been heard from. Several companies of Choctaws 
who were at points on the Arkansas River have not joined, and, as is 
common with such irregular troops, a retrograde movement has caused 
the loss of many others. 

General Bankhead has now joined me, with about 1,000 well-armed 
men, and a forward movement will be made, as soon as the train arrives 
(by September 1), in the direction of Fort Smith, to give assistance to 
General Cabell, who, I fear, will be the next object of the enemy. The 
whole force at.my disposal, including the addition brought by General 
Bankhead, will not reach the strength of the opposing forces. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELER, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 
August 30, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL: 
GENERAL: I shall send my mail through Texas to Little Rock. Isend 
you a verbal message by the bearer. 
Respectfully, : 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Memorandum of message transmitted by courier to General Cabell. 


General Bankhead’s forces are most of them now here. His wagons 
have not arrived. His strength is not more than 1,000, but well armed 
and mounted, with a prairie howitzer battery. General Cooper’s com- 
mand is much broken down. Secarcely any Cherokees here. Creeks 
not here. Several companies of Choctaws who were on the Arkansas 
River have not joined. Collect all you can of them. As soon as pos- 
sible I will push forward Bankhead to your assistance, and, with 
Cooper’s, if there is any of it left that can move, will move forward. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF TEXAS, &C., 
Houston, August 30, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. S. P. BANKHEAD, 
Commanding, Le. : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to reply to 
your last communications in reference to the movements of your com- 
mand, ordnance stores, &c., aud say you will at once move forward. 
Send courier akead by both the Fort Smith and Fort Gibson roads, and 
receive from General Steele such directions as may be necessary to regu- 
late your movements. Of course, at this distance it is almost impossi- 
ble to give such orders as would properly direct you. 

By orders received from Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 
Brigadier-General McCulloch has been ordered to the command of the 
Northern Sub-District of Texas, and will leave in a few days for Bonham. 

The commanding general does not know what you mean by asking to 
have your ordnance stores forwarded. Orders were given some time 
since to fill your requisition and have the stores forwarded with all dis- 
patch, and hopes they have reached you before this. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. CARRINGTON, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, August 31, 1863. 
Brigadier-General WALKER, , : 
Commanding Cavalry : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs you to establish 
your headquarters on the south side of the Arkansas River, between 
Little Rock and Pine Bluff, and to resume command of Carter’s bri- 
gade, together with all the squadrons and companies which have been 
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attached to that brigade or which may be near Pine Bluff, South Bend, 
or Gaines’ Landing. He charges you particularly with the duty of 
guarding the crossings of the Arkansas, and watching any advance of 
the enemy in this direction by any of the approaches south of the Mem- 
phis and Little Rock Railroad. He wishes you to establish communica- 
tion with Brigadier-General Marmaduke, who has been charged with the 
protection of the railroad and of all approaches to the north and west 
of it. A copy of the instructions given to him are inclosed for your 
information.* You will relieve Jeffers’ regiment, now stationed near 
Terry’s' Ferry, with a detail from your own brigade. 

The headquarters of Major [C. L.] Morgan, commanding Carter’s bri- 
gade, are at Pine Bluff; those of Captain [L. J.].Wilson, commanding 
Carter’s regiment, are at Judge Yell’s, about 20 miles below Little Rock. 

As goon as you shall have moved your headquarters as herein 
directed, you will please communicate the fact to the major-general 
commanding. ; 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HpDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Middle Boggy, C. N., August 31, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. S. P. BANKHEAD, Commanding Brigade: 

GENERAL: You will proceed with your command in the direction of 
Fort Smith, with a view to re-enforce Brigadier-General Cabell, should 
he be hard pressed by the enemy. ’ 

Should there be no reason to suppose that General Cabell is in want 
of assistance, you will encamp on Gaines’ Creek, and await further 
orders, putting yourself in communication with General Cabell, who 
will be found at McLane’s crossing of the Poteau, or he will have 
fallen back on the Towson road, with a view of crossing on to the road 
from Riddle’s. You will take with you ten days’ rations, and your sup- 
ply train will follow more leisurely with ten more. Should you learn 
that General Cabell is in need of assistance, you will move to his aid 
with rapidity. 

By command of Brigadier-General Steele : 

B. G. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Lene TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 40. Shreveport, La., August 31, 1863. 


General Orders, No. 36, current series, from department headquarters, 
is intended to embrace all officers and enlisted men in this department 
who were paroled at Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and is hereby ex- 
tended to embrate all officers and enlisted men on parole as prisoners 
of war within the Trans-Mississippi Department. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. EB. Kirby Smith: 

8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 1, 1863. 
Brigadier-General CooPER, Commanding, de. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of August 14.* 

lam sorry to see that you regard yourself as having submitted to 
wrongs. You possess the high opinion and respect of ybur superiors, 
whe have represented you to me as a man of ability and patriotism. 
Your patriotism is evidenced by your continuing to serve under an’ 
officer whom you believe to be your junior in rank, and I trust that 
you will remain in your present command until the question of rank 
can be definitely and officially settled. Your influence with the Indian 
troops, whose confidence I believe you possess to a greater degree than 
any other person, makes it imperatively necessary for the interests of 
the Government that you should remain as their commander. The 
character of the struggle and your sense of duty as a patriotic citizen 
will, I trust, reconcile you to your present position until the question of 
rank can be settled by the proper. authority, and that you will give 
Brigadier-General Steele your hearty co-operation and support in the 
difficult and arduous command with which he is now intrusted. 

You will forward me a copy of your appointment as Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, if you have it. If not, you must obtain a copy of it from Rich- 
mond, when the question of rank will be decided, and the senior placed 
in command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. KE. KIRBY SMITH, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 


Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Middle Boggy, CO. N., September 1, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL, Commanding, Ee. : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 28th received this morning. Your 
position on Poteau “fulfills all the required conditions, the object being 
that you should not be shut up in Fort Smith, nor forced toward Little 
Rock. General Bankhead left this morning with his brigade, going in 
your direction. He will go no farther than Gaines’ Creek, unless there 
should be, by the time he gets there, a necessity for his going farther to 
your assistance. Communicate with him. We have no news here as 
late as that you sent. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HpDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
September 1, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. CooPErR: 

GENERAL: I have to-day received information that the battery prom- 
ised for Captain Howell consists of two 6-pounder guns and two 12: | 
pounder howitzers, without caissons. These guns will not be in readi- 
ness before the 15th instant. I wish Captain Howell with his whole 


* Not found. 
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company temporarily detached, to take post at Washita, for the purpose 
_of fitting up such temporary caissons as he may be able to improvise 
by the time the guns are in readiness. I wish him to have every lati- 
tude to go wherever it may be necessary for material, leaving much 
to his discretion, in which I have great confidence. . 
_ Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 


; Brigadier-General. 


Morton, September 2, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: nay 

Sir: I have just had the honor toreceive your letter of the 19th ultimo. 
Major-General Taylor and myself attempted to establish a regular com- 
munication between this and the Trans- Mississippi Department by lines 
of couriers meeting at Rodney; but before the arrangement had been 
completed the enemy’s gunboats took possession of the ferry, which 
they still hold. It will be impossible for us to use any ferry long, as 
the enemy soon obtains information which enables him by his vessels of 
war to find and destroy our ferry-boats. I will endeavor, however, to 
arrange with Lieutenant-General Smith lines of couriers, meeting at some 
ferry of the Mississippi; another point to be agreed upon for the next 
crossing place when the Federal gunboats may have taken possession 
of the first. In the mean time we can easily transmit by special mes- 
sengers letters or other light packages which you may desire to send 
beyond the river. 

As to interrupting the navigation of the Mississippi by transports and 
merchant vessels, there is but one difficulty, that ef taking the requisite 
force of cavalry from the service upon which it is now engaged, the de- 
fense ofan extensive frontier and lines of railroad. I think that another 
brigade of cavalry would enable us to make that navigation too danger- 
ous to be attempted by merchant vessels. We will, however, harass it 
as much as practicable. The part of the river upon which we can operate 
best for that object is between Grand Gulf and Natchez. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘ 
J. KH. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. RICHARD TAYLOR: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 1st instant.* Since my return from Marshall I have been con- 
fined tomy room with an inflamed eye, and have been prohibited giving 
that personal attention to business that I desired. 

It has not been my intention to order Walker’s division from your 
command. I desired it held in readiness, that little delay should occur 
when the enemy’s dispositions necessitated its movement. Major’s bri- 
gade was ordered toward the Indian country, owing to the critical condi- 
tion of our affairs in that section. Steele, at last advices, was falling 
back toward Red River, and General Magruder, till the State troops are 
armed and organized, can forward few or no re-enforcements to his sup- 


* Not found. 
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port. You will recollect that two of the regiments in Major’s command 
(Stone’s and. Phillips’) were on the march to re-enforce Steele when they 
were ordered to your support, and instructions were given directing their 
return to General Steele whenever the exigency taking them to Louisiana 
had passed. : 

_ The disposition of your*command looking to an ultimate concentra- 
tion on Red River is good. You know I have always regarded the hold- 
ing of the valley of that river as of vital importance in any plan adopted 
for the defense of the department; it is the enemy’s true line of opera- 
tions. In my interview with you in July last, in Alexandria, I explained 
the importance attached by me to the line of the Sabine and Red 
Rivers ; that steps would be taken for increasing its strength by forti- 
fications at important points, and that it was the line on which, when 
driven back by overwhelming numbers, we must concentrate and meet 
the enemy. 

The difficulties of my position are well known to you—a vast extent of 
country to defend; a force utterly inadequate for the purpose; a luke- 
warm people, the touchstone to whose patriotism seems beyond my 
grasp, and who appear more intent upon the means of evading the enemy 

-and saving their property than of defending their firesides. The policy 
which must influence me in ordering the movement of troops or in 
adopting any general plan of operations adds in a tenfold degree to 
these difficulties ; it is not only as a military man, but as a statesman 
that they have to be considered. The President impresses it upon me, 
the representative and the leading men of the States urge it upon me, 
that the States must be defended ; that, once in the hands of the enemy, 
they will be irretrievably lost to the Confederacy. But for these con- 
siderations, I would long since have followed the military principle of 
abandoning a part to save the whole, and, concentrating in advance, 
been ready to strike decisively and boldly when the campaign would 
have been materially influenced. 

I was convinced, from my own observation, that the withdrawal of 
the troops and the abandonment of the Arkansas Valley would be fol- 
lowed by the defection of the Arkansas regiments. The Missourians 
might be relied upon, but the Indian allies are in the same category. 

By bringing up the State troops under the Governor’s call, I shall en- 
deavor to keep back the enemy on that line, trusting that, when we are 
driven back by overwhelming forces, the men will remain true to their 
colors. Time with us is now the most essential element of success, and 
our policy is clearly not to engage the enemy without some chance of 
success, but to draw him back from his base, weakening his column, and 
enabling us to strike a decisive blow. Our concentration will be some- 
where in the valley of Red River, which is our ultimate Jine of defense, 
on which a stand must be made. You must control your own opera- 
tions in your district, bearing in mind what I have said about the dis- 
position of your troops, so as to concentrate on Red River, and remem- 
bering I can give you now but little or no assistance in the way of re- 
enforcements. Your works at Grand Ecore and below should be pushed 
to completion. "A small inclosed work, capable of containing a garrison 
of not over 300 or 400 men, with obstructions under the guns of the 
fort, has been with me the only practicable and feasible defense for our 
smallrivers. Strong enough to resist an assault, with three months’ sup- 
ply of provisions, it will compel a resort to regular approaches, and 
arrest the enemy sufficiently long, probably, to change the character 
of the campaign. My last information from Little Rock reports a sus- 
pension of. the enemy’s operations in that vicinity. They were checked 
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at Bayou Meto, 12 miles from Little Rock, and have retired to White 
River.* General Price has 9,000 effective men, and feels confident of 
maintaining his position. The enemy’s force was, I believe, overesti- 
mated; his waS more a reconnaissance than an advance with the pur- 
pose of permanent occupation. He will wait for winter and high water 
in the Arkansas. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 

Lieutenant: General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE: ° 
GENERAL: The policy of our enemy in arming and organizing negro 
regiments is being pushed to formidable proportions. Our plantations 
are made his recruiting stations, and, unless some check can be devised, 
a strong and powerful force will be formed, which will receive large ad- 
ditions as he advances on our territory. More than 1,000 recruits, in 
some cases organized on the plantations and forced into the ranks, were 
~ made in the recent raid on Monroe. When we fall back, as little as pos- 
sible should be left for theenemy. Able-bodied male negroes and trans- 
portation should be carried back in advance of our troops. Facilities 
should be given, and our friends and planters instructed, in positions 
exposed to the enemy, that it is the wish of the department commander 
that, without awaiting his approval, they remove to safe localities their 
able-bodied slaves and transportation. Every sound male black left 
for the enemy becomes a soldier, whom we have afterward to fight. 
This is a difficult subject, and must be handled cautiously, but I be- 
-lieve it will be wisdom to carry out the above policy to the extent of our 
abilities. 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 


(Same to Major-General Taylor.) 


CIRCULAR. | HpQrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 4, 1863. 
By virtue of the authority conferred upon me by His Excellency the 
President of the Confederate States, you are appointed tax commis- 
sioner for the State of Arkansas, with powers sufficient to carry out all 
the provisions of the late tax law for the collection of the money tax. 
It is suggested that you appoint one assessor and one collector for each 
county not occupied by the enemy. Where satisfactory arran gements 
can be made, secure the services of the State assessor and sheriff; other- 
wise select suitable persons (not liable to conscription) who have for- 
merly served in such capacity. Require from each a proper bond and 
security, conditioned that they enter upon their duties at once; also 
that they make monthly returns, and that the collector deposit the 
funds on the last day of each month in the nearest sub-treasury of the 
Government, to the credit of the Treasurer of the Confederate States 
and forward certificate of same. 


+] 


* NOTE ON ORIGINAL,—They were estimated 15,000 strong, under General Davidson. 
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_ . You will prepare and cause to be printed schedules exhibiting the 
objects of taxation, and the tax imposed on each object. Notice should 
be given in the various newspapers requiring all non-residents to make 
returns by the Ist day of October. You will make your own returns 
monthly to the Secretary of the Treasury or his authorized agent. 

Your compensation and that of your assistants will be as prescribed 
by law, or as is usual for such service. All delinquents will be reported 
promptly to these headquarters, with the reasons which may be assigned 
for said delinquency, so that corrective and coercive measures may be 
adopted immediately. 5 

It is expected that you will enter upon the duties of this commission 
with all the zeal and vigor demanded by the exigencies of the case. A 
large revenue, it is confidently believed, will flow into the Treasury as 
the result of your faithful and energetic labors in carrying out the pro- 
visions of the law with the execution of which you are charged. In 
our present isolation from the General Government at Richmond, you 
may contribute largely to the snecess of our cause by gathering in from 
the people sufficient amounts of money to carry on the operations of 
this department, and relieve the Executive of much apprehension on 
the score of a depleted treasury west of the Mississippi River, and, by 
drawing in rapidly the currency, its redundancy wi!l be checked and 
the minds of the many relieved as to its declining value. 

Thus you perceive that much is expected at your hands, and it is 
believed that all will be accomplished by your wise and judicious man- 
agement of the trust now confided in you. 

The Secretary of the Treasury may be prevented from making the. 
necessary arrangements for the settlement of your assessment rolls, and 
you will, in the absence of any agent of the Treasury Department des- 
ignated for this purpose, send duplicate reports to these headquarters. 
An agent of the Treasury is promised from Richmond, but until he 
arrives I wish to be informed of your operations. 

I an, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 41. Shreveport, La., September 4, 1863. 

Lieut. Col. L. W. O’Bannon, quartermaster, is announced as chief of 
bureau of the quartermaster’s department in the Trans-Mississippi 
Department. All returns and reports required by the Regulations of 

the Army to be made io the chief of this bureau at Richmond, Va., will 

in future be made to Lieutenant-Colonel O’Bannon, quartermaster, at 
Shreveport, La. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. H. Kirby Smith: 

8S. 5S. ANDERSON, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: ' HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS 
a : Little Rock, September 4, 1863. 
To the people of Pulaski County : 

The country demands the services of every citizen capable of bearing 
arms or ministering to the wants of the wounded. The enemy threatens 
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Little Rock with an imposing force. Your brave defenders confront him 
with a fixed determination to turn him back in confusion, and are con- 
’ fident of victory. Upon the result of the impending battles rest in great 
measure the. fate of Arkansas, the inviolability of your homes, and the 
‘honor of your families. 

You have not yet known the utter misery of being overridden by a 
merciless and vindictive foe, and either driven with your wives and 
daughters into a homeless exile or forced to crouch in servile and de- 
grading submission at the feet of the conqueror, in order to purchase a 
fleeting exemption from poverty and imprisonment by a base surrender 
of your manhood and your honor. -You have never yet been compelled 
to sue for protection against evils like these, and worse than these, to 
men who command armies composed largely of your own slaves. 

If you would avoid such misery and*degradation, you must loiter no 
longer in ease and safety, but rush to the side of the undaunted men who 
crowd the intrenchments and eagérly await the coming of the foe, Your 
country, your wives, your daughters, your mothers, your own honor ap- 
peal to you to act at once. 

I therefore invite you to volunteer without delay, in any company 
which you may prefer, or to organize yourselves to-night under the call 
of your Governor. 

If there be any among you too cowardly or base to volunteer under 
these circumstances, he shall be compelled to share your dangers, though 
he cannot share your glory. 

The commandant of this post will be directed to arrest every able- 
bodied man to-morrow who may be absent from his post, whether he be 
officer, man, or citizen, and whether he belong to commands elsewhere 
or not, and to place him wherever his services may be most required. 

The commanding officers of the troops in front have been ordered to 
arrest, and to shoot down, if necessary, every one who may be found at- ~ 
tempting to pass toward the enemy under any pretext whatever, either 


with or without a pass. 
STERLING PRICE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMEN?, 
Shreveport, La., September 5, 1863. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 


Str: I have the honor to inclose to you a copy of my letter to Mr. 
Slidell, our commissioner in Paris. The condition of our affairs west of 
the Mississippi I believe warranted the step, and Mr. Slidell may find 
the facts useful in his negotiations with the French Government. The 
prospects of the department are presented in a gloomy light, but I do 
not think it a too exaggerated picture of what may occur. 

All information received by me since the fall of Vicksburg indicates 
extensive preparations for the occupation of Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
possibly, of Texas this fall and winter. The concentration of heavy 
columns on the Arkansas frontier, in Lower Louisiana, and on the Mis- 
sissippi, the employment of a large portion of Grant’s army in these dis- 
positions, and the activity displayed by the enemy, point to an exten- 
sive and vigorous campaign in the States west of the Mississippi. The 
means at my disposal are utterly inadequate. Scarce 30,000 effective 
men can be found in the department. General Holmes, with about 
10,000, 2,000 of whom are unarmed, has 20,000 of the enemy concentrated 
in his front; Steele, in the Indian country, has less than 5,000 ill-armed 
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troops to oppose Blunt; General Taylor’s effective force is not over 
10,000, and General Magruder’s less than 6,000. Could arms be obtained 
this force might be doubled. Could I see any reasonable hopes of ever 
getting them, I might encourage the people, and plan with some hopes 
of success. I reached this department at a time when the retreat from 
Prairie Grove and the fall of the Post of Arkansas had lost to us a large 
portion of our small-arms, and, with the exception of some one thousand 
eight hundred broken and unserviceable muskets crossed at Natchez, 
nothing has reached the department. Requisitions and representations 
have been made without practical results. The arms intended for us 
were all lost at Vicksburg. Efforts have been made by myself, and, I 
believe, by the Ordnance Bureau at Richmond, to introduce arms 
into Texas. The Goodyear, with, twelve thousand stand, was seized by 
a French man-of-war and carried to Vera Cruz. The United States 
blockading fleet have effectually prevented the arrival of other arms, 
confidently expected. I do not make these statements in a fault-finding 
spirit, but they are facts which present the almost hopeless condition of 
our affairs in this department. This country has, in a great measure, 
been stripped of its shot-guns and rifles, which, early in the struggle, 
were carried east of the Mississippi. The people and the State troops 
which are called out, know that they cannot be armed; despondent and 
disheartened, they have but little hope of the result. The whole male 
population—the aged and the infirm—have been called upon to organ- 
ize under the acts for local defense. Sixty thousand rifles could, I 
believe, this moment be well disposed of throughout this department. 
I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
: Shreveport, La., September 2, 1863. 
Hon. JOHN SLIDELL, 
Confederate States Commissioner : 
Str: The action of the French in Mexico and the erection of an empire 
under their auspices makes the establishment of the Confederacy the 
policy of the French Government. The condition of the States west of 
the Mississippi, separated from the General Government, at Richmond; 
the exhausted state of the country, with its fighting population in the 
armies east of the Mississippi; the vast preparations making by the 
enemy to complete the occupation and subjugation of this whole West- 
ern Department, are all matters which, if properly brought before the 
French Emperor, should influence him in hastening the intervention of 
his good services in our behalf. This succor must come speedily, or it 
will be too late. Without assistance from abroad or an extraordinary 
interposition of Providence, less than twelve months will see this fair 
country irretrievably lost, and the French protectorate in Mexico will 
find a hostile power established on their frontier, of exhaustless resources 
and great military strength, impelled by revenge and the traditional 
policy of its Government to overthrow all foreign influences on the 
American continent. ; 
The barbarities and cruelties* practiced by our enemy in conducting 
this war, the desolation of whole tracts of country, the wanton burning 
of dwellings and towns, the destruction of our agricultural implements, 
and the forced impressment of our slaves into their army, to wage a 
63 RB R—VOL XXII, PT II 
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ruthless war against their masters, all in the name of humanity call 
for the interposition of those powers who really hold the destiny of our 
country in their hands. / 

The country west of the Mississippi has been exhausted of its fight- 
ing population to swell up the ranks of our armies in Virginia, Tennes- 
see, and Mississippi. The aged, the infirm, and the lukewarm constitute 
the mass of the population that remains. The enemy have overrun 
Missouri, a large portion of Arkansas and Louisiana, and, besides the 
heavy columns preparing on the Arkansas and Louisiana frontier for 
the fall campaign, they have organized a force of over 100,000 negro 
troops, which will be made available in their scheme of conquest this 
winter. Be 

The preparations of the enemy and the disposition of his forces clearly 
shadow forth the policy of overrunning and conquering the States west 
of the Mississippi. Holding and controlling that river, witb their south- 
ern and western frontier open for extension toward Mexico and the 
Pacific, they will be prepared to make terms with the Confederate 
States bordering on the Atlantic. , 

The intervention of the French Government can alone save Mexico 
from having on its border a grasping, haughty, and imperious neigh- | 
bor. If the policy of the Emperor looks to an intervention in our affairs, 
he should take immediate military possession of the east bank of the 
Rio Grande, and open to us the only channel (since the loss of the Mis- 
sissippi) by which supplies and munitions of war can be introduced into 
the department. The whole cotton trade west of the Mississippi will 
thus be secured to the French market, and the enemy will be anticipated 
in making a lodgment on the Rio Grande, from which he could not be 
driven without great difficulty. 

In addressing you this letter I am actuated by a consciousness of the 
great danger impending over this department. I have not written for 
diplomatic effect, but have stated truths which should have weight with 
you in your intercourse and negotiations with the French Government, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EE. KIRBY SMITH, 
: Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shrev ; 
ey pace - eport, La., September 5, 1863. 
GENERAL: The necessity of increasing our effective force, and the 
policy of employing negro labor in the place of detailed soldiers, forces 
bie sO strongly on my mind that I will call your attention to my 
etter. ‘ 
_ I know not what success you have met with, nor how far the people, 
in their patriotism, may have responded to your call. The urgency is 
immediate. If your expectations have not been realized, you must re- 
sort to impressment. The temper of the people is now favorable for 
such a step; there is a feeling of distrust in the loyalty of their slaves, 
and an anxiety to have the able-bodied males in the service of the 
Government; especially is this the case in the exposed portions of the 
country, and I think there Farge numbers could be obtained without 
difficulty. Estimates should be made of the wants ef the several de- 


— 


* Not found; but see Smith to Holmes, July 7, p. 907, 
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partments, including the hospital department and cotton bureau, and 
immediate steps be taken for procuring, by impressment, if necessary, | 
the requisite negro force. I believe a large number of men would by 
this measure be added to the effective force in your district. Yourown 
judgment will suggest the best method of carrying out this measure. 
1 would suggest, however, that having made your estimates, and deter- 
mined the pro rata call in each county, a well-known citizen of the 
county be appointed as agent, or to accompany the agent, for the pur- 
pose of fairly and impartially carrying it into effect. ; 
I am, general, your obedient servant, 
i. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


(Same to Generals Magruder and Taylor.) 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
September 5, 1863. 
Maj. THomAS L. SNEAD, 
_ Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Masor: I have just returned from visiting General Marmaduke’s 
headquarters. Deeming it important that the road toward Austin 
should be protected to a greater extent than it is, General Marmaduke 
has dispatched one brigade to the gap for that purpose, retaining one 
on this road. I concurred fully with him in the disposition of his 
troops. If, however, the major-general commanding should be of a dif- 
ferent opinion, please inform me, and I will communicate the fact ito 
General Marmaduke. 

General Marmaduke is decidedly of the opinion that artillery, in- 
fantry, and cavalry have crossed the Bayou Meto Bridge, and that 
the enemy is in force at Austin, moving toward the Batesville road. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
D. M. FROST, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


[Cireular.] 


To the People of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas: 

Your homes are now in peril. Vigorous efforts on your part can only 
save portions of your States from invasion. You should contest the 
advance of the enemy at every thicket, gully, and stream ; harass his | 
rear, and cut off his supplies. Thus you will prove important auxiliaries 
in my attempts to reach him in front, and drive him routed from our 
soil. Determination and energy only can prevent his destruction of 
your homes. By a vigorous and united effort you preserve your prop- 
erty, you secure independence for yourselves and children, all that 
renders life desirable. Time is now our best friend. Endure awhile 
longer; victory and peace must crown our efforts. 

The annexed regulations governing the formation of corps for local 
defense are published for your information, and I call upon you to or- 
ganize promptly under its provisions. ’ ; 
KE. KIRBY SMITH, 
LInieutenant- General, Commanding. 


. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpqrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 42. } Shreveport, La., September 5, 1863. 


[. Companies, battalions, and regiments composed of persons not 
within the conscript ages (eighteen and forty-five) will be accepted 
throughout the department as volunteers for local defense and special 
service, under the acts of August 21, 1861, and October 13, 1862. 

IJ. The organization of corps for local defense must conform to that 
prescribed for companies, battalions, and regiments of the provisional 
army. Battalions must consist of not less than five companies; regi- 
ments of ten companies. The minimum number of rank and file allowed 
for each company received will be 50 for infantry and 40 for cavalry. 
Artillery is not desirable. 

III. The muster-roll of all such organizations must specify that the 
said organizations are raised under acts of August 21, 1861, and Octo- 
ber 13, 1862, and subject to these regulations. They must contain a 
description of the volunteer as to age, residence, and date of enlistment, 
and the term of the enlistment for the war. A muster-roll or a list of 
the names of officers and privates of each and every company must be 
immediately transmitted to the Governor of the State, the commanding 
general of the district, and through him to the commanding general of 
the department. ) 

IV. No person shall become a member of a company until he shall 
have first taken and subscribed to an oath of allegiance to the Confed- 
erate States of America, a copy of which shall be filed with the muster- 
roll of the company as above prescribed. 

V. Such organizations will not be considered in actual service for the 
purpose of receiving pay or subsistence, except when called for by the 
commander of the department, who may at any time disband such com- 
panies. 

VI. These organizations will not be called into actual service until a 
necessity arises, and will not be required to go beyond the limits of the 
State to which they belong. They are expected to serve, when called 
out, as long as the emergency exists, then to return to their ordinary 
pursuits until again needed. 

VII. Should any member of these organizations be captured, he shall 
be claimed as a prisoner of war, and all the protection of the Govern- 
ment shall be extended to him. 

VIII. Arms and equipments should be furnished by the men; but 
when this is not possible they will be supplied by the Government to the 
extent of its ability. Members of cavalry companies must also furnish 
their own horses, but will receive 40 cents per day for their use while 
in actual service. Ammunition will be provided by the Government. 

IX. Field officers of battalions and regiments to be organized will be 
appointed by the commander of the department in accordance with the 
acts aforesaid. Company officers may be elected by the members or 
appointed, as they may consent. 

X. These organizations will be preferred to and exempt their members 
from any call of militia. 

XI. The commandant of any military post of the Confederate States, 
the sheriff of any county, or the colonel commanding any militia regi- 
ment, or the judge or justice of any county or other court, may certify or 
return the muster-roll, which must be sent to the adjutant-general’s 
office at these headquarters for acceptance. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. 8. Kirby Smith: 

S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., Septem ily 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, Commanding District of Arkansas : 


GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding calls your attention 
to General Orders, No. 38, from these headquarters, proclaiming pardon 
to all officers and soldiers now absent without leave from their com- 
mands who may report before the 30th of September. In view of the 
fact that there is nowa large number of such persons within the limits 
of your district, the general commanding desires that before the expi- 
ration of the amnesty, say about the 15th instant, a brigade of cavalry, 
if it can be spared from your front, be scattered through the various 
counties of your district. Instructions should be given to make known 
the above-mentioned order, and to inform all those whom it may con- 
cern that, if the amnesty is not taken advantage of, they will be dealt 
with according to law as deserters. A reliable, active, and efficient 
officer should be charged with the execution of this plan, and he should 
be instructed to impress upon his men the importance of the duty in- 
trusted to them. Such measures will be taken and such dispositions of 
troops made as will secure as many as possible of the stragglers now 
roaming through the country. If these arrangements are carefully 
made, and all those promptly arrested who at the end of the month 
shall have failed to come in to the appointed rendezvous, the troops oc- 
cupied will be kept but a short time from operations in the field against 
the enemy, and a large number of men will be brought into the ranks. 
The lieutenant-general commanding thinks that by evincing a determi- 
nation to deal firmly in the premises, all will be accomplished that the 
most stringent measures could do. He-suggests the foregoing measures 
as expedient, but does not give explicit directions, as he does not know 
positively what your operations with the enemy are, nor whether the 
public interest will permit such a disposition of so much cavalry. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. CUNNINGHAM, 
First Ineutenant and Aide-de- Camp. 


[HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, | 
Shreveport, La., September 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. PRICE, Little Rock : 


GENERAL: Bankhead has ere this joined Steele. Re-enforcements 
are on the march to Bonham from Galveston. I trust Steele will soon 
be able to assume the offensive. The enemy are concentrating at Bra- 
shear City for operations either in Louisiana or Texas. A heavy column 
was yesterday reported 30 miles from Alexandria. Keep up the spirits 
of your men. Encourage the State troops. I have the assurance of: 
soon having arms. 

E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Tieutenant- General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. Dist. oF ARKANSAS, Little Rock, September 7, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. M. Frost, Commanding Division : 


GENERAL: The enemy have driven Newton to the south side of the 
- Arkansas, at Terry’s Ferry, and are now holdingsthe north bank. - 


Very respectfully, 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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CIRCULAR.] - HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
: September 7, 1863. 
Sir: I am instructed by the brigadier-general commanding to inform 
you that the enemy are at Terry’s Ferry, and have driven Newton’s 
regiment to the south side of the Arkansas River, and to direct you to 
keep your command on the alert. ; 
T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM A. SEAY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(To Generals Parsons, McRae, and Fagan, and Colonel Clark.) 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT,’ 
No. 43. } Shreveport, La., September 7, 1863. 

_ I. All officers belonging to the garrisons of Vicksburg and Port Hud- 
son at the time of their surrender, who may be within the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department, will proceed at once to re-organize their commands 
from such men belonging thereto as may be within the limits of the 
department, reporting to the district commanders. 

II. The privilege granted in General Orders, No. 38, current series, 
from department headquarters, allowing officers and men reporting 
under that order ‘to attach themselves temporarily to any regiment of 
their own corps now serving in this department,” is extended to embrace 
all troops absent from their colors east of the Mississippi, whose com- 
mands have not been ordered to re-organize within this department. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

S. 8. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
. Little Rock, Ark., September 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. De M. FRostT, 
Commanding Prices Division, Headquarters at Duff's : 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you be fur- 
nished with the following information, received but a short time since 
at these headquarters: 

HEADQUARTERS DIVISION CAVALRY, - 
September 8, 1863—10 a. m. 

Masor: The enemy have shown themselves only at Terry’s Ferry this morning, oc- 
casionally firing across the river at our pickets. No artillery in sight this morning. 
i ore sent a scout above, and one below, to ascertain, if possible, what they are 

o am, major, very respectfully, &c., 
ARCH. 8. DOBBIN, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. A. GALLAGHER, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
* September 8, 1863. 
Brigadier-General FAGAN, Commanding Brigade : 


You will at once order a section of artillery to report without delay 
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to Colonel Dobbin, commanding cavalry at Terry’s Ferry. They will 
move by Little Rock, on south bank of the Arkansas River. 

By order of Brigadier-General Frost : eS 
[L. A.] MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 8, 1863. 
Brigadier-General STEELE, 
Commanding Indian Territory : 

GENERAL: I am directed by Lieut. Gen. E. K. Smith to acknowledge 
the receipt of yours of the 30th ultimo, and to assure you of his confi- 
dence in your ability, prudence, and zeal. 

Two regiments, with a battery of artillery, have been ordered from the 
coast to assist you, and the larger portion of the cavalry (State troops) 
have been ordered to Bonham. When these latter reach Bonham, Gen- ' 
eral [H. E.] McCulloch, in command of Northern Sub-District of Texas, 
will be directed to order forward the two regiments to support you. 

The general commanding is satisfied that the Fabian policy is the true 
one to adopt when not well satisfied that circumstances warrant a differ- 
ent course, and when the enemy retire that it is our policy to follow him, 
as you propose doing. There is a regular line of couriers from Bonham 
to Rusk, Tex., intercepting the line from here to Houston. The bat- 
tery to be sent from here will be pushed forward as soon as ready. Colo- 
nel Major’s brigade of cavalry had been ordered to Bonham from Lower 
Louisiana, but a column of the enemy threatened Alexandria, and this 
brigade was stopped on its way. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
GUY M. BRYAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 8, 1863. 

Col. StanD WATIE: 

COLONEL: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of August 9, in relation to affairs in the Cherokee country. 

I know that your people have cause for complaint. Their sufferings 
and the apparent ill-faith of our Government would naturally produce 
dissatisfaction. That your patriotic band of followers deserve the 
thanks of our Government I know. They have now the respect and 
esteem of our people by their steadfast loyalty and heroic bravery. Tell 
them to remain true; encourage them in their despondency ; bid them 
struggle on through the dark gloom which now envelops our affairs, 
and bid them remember the insurmountable difficulties with which our 
’ Government has been surrounded; that she has never been untrue to 
her engagements, though some of her agents may have been remiss and 
even criminally negligent. Our cause is the same—a just and holy one; 
we must stand and struggle on together, till that just and good Provi- 
dence, who always supports the right, crowns our efforts with success, © 
I can make you no definite promises. I have your interest at heart, and 
will endeavor faithfully and honestly to support you in your efforts and 
in those of your people to redeem their homes from an oppressor’s rule, 


1000 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


A powerful enemy threatening us in Texas, Lower Louisiana, from the 
Mississippi, and at Little Rock, weakens my means and circumscribes 
me in my efforts to assist you. To make direct promises which I cannot 
clearly see the means of fulfilling would be unjust to you and your 
people. Success at some other point may soon place troops at my dis- 
posal, and enable me to drive the enemy beyond your borders. : 

General Bankhead has ere this joined General Steele. Two regi- 
ments and a battery are on the march from Galveston to Bonham. A 
battery goes from this point to your aid. The people of Texas are arming 
and organizing throughout the State, and General Magruder is push- 
ing forward to the Red River frontier. General Steele will, I trust, 
soon be enabled to assume again the offensive. 

What might have been done and has not is with the past; it is need- 
less to comment upon it, and I can only assure you that I feel the impor- 
tance of your country to our cause. I know the honest loyalty of your 
people; I have their interest at heart, and will spare no effort, with the 
limited means at my disposal, to establish them in their rights. 

Lam, sir, with respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
ALE Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Middle Boggy, OC. N., September 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. COOPER: 

GENERAL: Your suggestion relative to sending Major [Israel G.] Vore 
up meets my views. With regard to any movement up the country, lam 
anxious to hear from General Bankhead before I determine what move 
is to be made. Is it not practicable for Bankhead to move through the 
mountains, without wagons, and fall upon the command left near North 
Fork? If the Creeks can be induced to fall back to the point you 
mentioned, it will be equivalent to a decision as to which side they will 
take. I expect Colonel Scott up to-day or to-morrow. A letter from 
him, if he will not go in person, will be an assistance. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


[HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, | 
Shreveport, La., September 9, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, Little Rock : 
I will order it to you. It was near Opelousas. More than six weeks _ 
will clapse before it reaches Little Rock. 
K. KIRBY SMITH. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICEH’s DIVISION, 

3 September 9, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE: 

GENERAL: My assistant adjutant-general addressed you as he did 
this afternoon through a misapprehension of my wishes and of our 
relative positions. It was very far from my intention to give you any 
order, or assume any authority not legitimately belonging to me. The 
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paper relatin g to the men about your train was intended to give you 
information which it was presumed you would like to know, and the 
one relating to corn was intended to be referred for your advice, as I 
did not know whether your pickets protected the field referred to or not. 
I regret that I should have been placed, even for a short time, in a 
false attitude toward you. 
I am, general, very respectfully, 
D. M. FROST, 
’ Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 

: September 10, 1863. 

Brigadier-General MARMADUKE, 
Commanding Cavalry : 

GENERAL: General Price directs that you report here forthwith, 
with your whole command, leaving only a few pickets. Similar in- 
structions have been sent to Colonel Thompson, to save time. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[L. A.] MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
hichmond, September 10, 1863. 
Col. BE. C. CABELL, C. 8. Army, 
, Jacksonport, Ark. : 

SIR : Your letter of July 18, from Jacksonport, Ark., reached me a 
few days ago. ; 

You inform me that a certain party ‘‘desires to obtain proper au- 
thority from the Confederate Government to undertake the destruc- 
tion of gunboats, transports, &c., for such per centum of the value of 
the boats destroyed as may be offered,” &c. There is no legislation of 
which I am aware that satisfies precisely the conditions required. The 
act of May 6, 1861, recognizing the existence of war with the United . 
States, and providing for privateering, is not construed to permit pri- 
vateering on inland waters. A reference to the law for the establish- 
ment of a volunteer navy, a copy of which I inclose herewith, will show ° 
you that it cannot be made to embrace the parties to which you refer. 

To facilitate organizations of parties to operate as you propose, in- 
boats or otherwise, against the enemy on our Western rivers, they could 
be received into the Navy if they shipped regularly in accordance with 
existing laws, and then assigned duty under an acting master upon those 
rivers. In this case, however, they would form a part of the regular 
Navy establishment, drawing its pay and subsistence. 

L infer from your letter that such is not the object of the parties in 
question; but that they desire to organize in small parties to operate as 
independent river guerrilla parties, under their own leaders, and to look 
to prize-money or reward from the country for destroying enemy’s prop- 
erty to defray expenses, &c., using an appointment from the Govern- 
ment to secure to them the rights of prisoners of war, if captured. 

Judging from what you say that you have not the acts of Congress 
. at hand, I inclose copies of two acts, one of which possibly serves the 
desired purpose. 
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The President has authority to make such an arrangement as you 
refer to, and I would suggest that parties wishing to engage in the en- 
terprise present to him their names, purposes, and terms, either directly 
or through your obedient servant, 
Very respectfully, 
S. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 
An act of the rebel Congress to provide for special service, &e. 


° No. 229. 
AN ACT to provide for local defense and special service. 


SEcTIoN 1. The Congress of the Confederate States do enact, That the 
President be, and he is, hereby, authorized to accept the services of vol- 
unteers of such kind and in such proportion as he may deem expedient, 
to serve for such time as he may prescribe, for the defense of exposed 
places and localities, or such special service as he may deem expedient. 

Src. 2. And such forces shall be mustered into the service of the Con- 
federate States for the local defenee or special service aforesaid, the 
muster-roll setting forth distinctiy the services to be performed; and 
the'said volunteers. shall not be considered in actual service until there- 
unto ordered by the President, and they shall be entitled to pay or sub- 
sistence only for such time as they may be on duty under the orders of 
the President or by his direction. 

Src. 3. Such volunteer forces, when so accepted or ordered into serv- 
ice, shall be organized in accordance and subject to all the provisions of 
the act entitled ““An act to provide for the public ‘lefonse? approved 
March 6, 1861, and may be attached to such divisions, brigades, regi- 
ments, or battalions as the President may direct, and, when not organ- 
ized into battalions and regiments before being mustered into service, 
the President shalt appoint the field officers of the battalions and regi- 
ments when organized as such by him. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 
An act of the rebel Congress for the formation of a secret service corps. 


CHAPTER LXIII. 
AWN ACT to authorize the formation of volunteer companies for local defense. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That for the 
purpose of local defense in any portion of the Confederate States, any 
number of persons, not less than twenty, who are over the age of forty- 
five years, or otherwise not liable to military duty, may associate them- 
selves as a military company, elect their own officers and establish rules 
and regulations for their own government, and shall be considered as 
belonging to the Provisional Army of the Confederate States, serving 
without pay or allowances, and entitled, when captured by the enemy, 
to all the privileges of prisoners of war: Provided, That such company 
shall, as soon as practicable, transmit their muster-roll or list of the 
names of the officers and privates thereof to the Governor of the State, 
the commanding general of the department, or any brigadier-general 
in the State or Confederate service, to be forwarded to the Secretary | 
of War; but the President or commander of the district may, at any 
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time, disband such companies: Provided, That in the States and dis- 
tricts in which the act entitled “An act to further provide for the public 
defense,” approved April 16, 1862, and the acts amendatory thereof, 
have been suspended, persons of any age resident within such States or 
districts may volunteer and form part of such companies so long as 
such suspension may continue: Provided, That no person shall become 
a member of said company until he shall have first taken the oath of 
allegiance to the Confederate States of America in writing, a copy of 
bee se be filed with the muster-roll of said company as above pre- 
scribed. 
Approved October 13, 1862. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. MAGRUDER, 
. Commanding District of Texas, &e. : 
GENERAL: In inclosing to you the within Special Orders, No. 134, 
Paragraph I, I am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to 
say there are in General Price’s division some 2,000 unarmed men; 
also, under orders from the Department of War, the men on this side- 
of the Mississippi River, who tormed in part the prisoners of Vicks- © 
burg and Port Hudson, are ordered to be reorganized. He will thus 
have some 8,000 veteran troops to place arms in the hands of. He de- . 
sires, therefore, you will use every means in your power to forward to 
Shreveport the arms mentioned in the inclosed order, 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 134. Shreveport, La., September 10, 1863. 
I. Major-General Magruder, commanding District of Texas, &c., will 
forward to this point the first six thousand arms, with the accouter- 
ments that may arrive in Texas from abroad. 
* * * * * * * 
By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 
8. 8S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 11, 1863. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States : 

Str: I have the honor to inclose Your Excellency a copy of the 
proceedings of a conference called by me at Marshall, Tex., on the 15th 
ultimo. 

Immediately on the fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson, I felt that 
our communications with the General Government at Richmond were 
irretrievably lost, and that the department must henceforth depend 
entirely on its own resources. Knowing the despondency this great 
disaster would occasion throughout the entire population west of the 
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river, desiring to strengthen myself in the hearts and confidence of the 
people, and fearing that despondency and hopelessness, which is ever 
ready to catch at change, in the hope of bettering itself, might lead to 
‘the adoption of measures inimical to the true interests of the Confed- 
eracy, I determined upon calling together the executives, judges, and 
representatives of the several States, that by obtaining their support and 
co-operation, and by invoking the power of the States and acknowl- 
edging the supremacy of the civil laws, confidence might be restored, 
and the people feel that a Government remained to them capable of 
administering to their wants and necessities. A few days previous to 
the meeting, I received a letter from Your Excellency, and one from the 
honorable Secretary of War, in which the very steps taken by me were 
recommended. In the letter of the Secretary he recommends calling to 
my aid the ablest and most influential men of the country, the forma- 
tion of a civil and military government, and the establishment of the 
bureaus of the War Department. This advice, toa certain extent, I 
have followed ; indeed, had previously determined on the measures as a 
necessity. I have organized the several bureaus of the War Depart- 
ment, placing the senior officers, General Huger, Major Blair, Colonel 
O’Bannon, and Dr. Haden at their heads. The Treasury Department 
. IT have not touched, except to organize a cotton bureau, under Colonel 
cay the workings of which shall be kept within the limits of the 
aw. 

I feel great hesitancy and repugnance in assuming any powers not 
clearly expressed or implied by my position as department commander, 
and only when impelled by necessity willit be done. Powers more full 
than I now possess, and which are called for by the peculiar situation 
of this department, with full instructions, should be sent me. Some 
action, and that without delay, should be taken by the Treasury De- 
partment. An Assistant Secretary of the Treasury should be sent here, 
with full powers, and means should be taken for meeting the financial 
wants of the department. 

I am beset by troubles and difficulties. I shall endeavor to meet 
them boldly, yet conscientiously, and trust my acts will be reviewed 
with leniency. I have always thought abler and better men could fill 
the trusts which have been confided in me. You yourself know I have 
never sought the positions intrusted to me, and I hope no hesitancy on 
your part, no regard for my own feelings, will deter you a moment in 
relieving me from duty, or in making any change in my position that 
the public interest may require. I shall always labor honestly and con- 
scientiously, and will devote all my energies, mental and physical, in 
the support of a cause which is holy and righteous, and which, under 
God’s providence, I believe will ultimately triumph; yet I shall hail 
with pleasure the day which relieves me from cares and responsibili- 
ties, never coveted, which are wearing out my constitution and making 
me prematurely old. : 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Tieutenant- General. 
[Inclosure.] 


MARSHALL, TEX., August 15, 1863. 
In obedience to request of Lieut. Gen. BH. Kirby Smith, the following 
gentlemen met this day for consultation and conference: From Texas, 
Gov. F’. R. Lubbock, Hon. W. 8S. Oldham, Col. P. Murrah, and Maj. G. 
M. Bryan; from Louisiana, Governor Moore, Colonel [T. C.] Manning, 
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Hon. W. Merrick, Hon. Albert Voorhies; from Arkansas, Hon. Robert 
W. Johnson, Hon. ©. B, Mitchell, Hon. W. K. Patterson; and from Mis- 
souri, Gov. Thomas C. Reynolds. Whereupon the lieutenant-general 
commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department submitted the following 
questions for consideration : 

1st. The condition of the States since the fall of Vicksburg; the 
temper of the people; the resources and ability of each State to con- 
tribute to the cause and the defense of the department, and the best 
‘means of bringing into use the whole population for the protection of 
their homes. 

2d. The best means for restoring confidence, checking the spirit of 
disloyalty, and keeping the people steadfast, in the hope of ultimate 
triumph of our arms. 

3d. The question of the currency, and the best method of securing 
the cotton of this department without causing opposition on the part 
of the people, and the best method of disposing of the same. 

4th. The extent of the civil authority to be exercised, referred to in 
the letter of the Secretary of War, July 14. 

dth.. Appointment of commissioner to confer with French and Mexican 
authorities in Mexico. 

-6th. Arms and ordnance stores. 

The conference was organized on the 17th of August, 1863, by calling 
Gov. Francis R. Lubbock, of Texas, to the chair, and the appointment 
of W. K. Patterson secretary. 

On motion, the chair appointed the following committees: 

No.1. Governor Reynolds, Missouri; Voorhies, Louisiana; Johnson, 
Arkansas; Bryan, Texas; Oldham, Texas; and Patterson, Arkansas. 

No.2. Oldham, Texas; Merrick, Louisiana; Mitcheli, Arkansas; Rey- 
nolds, Missouri; and Lubbock, Texas. 

No. 3. Johnson, Arkansas; Moore, Louisiana; Murrah, Texas ;, Man- 
ning, Louisiana; and Merrick, Louisiana. 

On motion, the first, second, and sixth propositions were referred to 
Committee No.1; second proposition to Committee No. 2; and fourth 
and fifth propositions to Committee No. 3. 

Conference adjourned until to-morrow at 8 o’clock. 


TUESDAY, August 18, 1863—8 a. m. | 


Conference met, and Judge Merrick, Committee No. 3, made the fol- 
lowing report; which was unanimously adopted: 


The undersigned sub-committee has had under consideration the ques- 
tion submitted by Lieut. Gen. HB. Kirby Smith, as to the extent of civil 
authority to be exercised by him, referred to by the Secretary of War in 
his letter of July 14, 1863; now report that, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, it is intended that such powers only should be exercised as are 
now exercised by other officers at Richmond, and which are absolutely 
necessary, on account of inability to communicate with Richmond, that 
the general should assume in order to augment his army and put the 
department in the best state of defense. 

The objects to which such powers will extend are enumerated gener- 
ally in the letter of the Secretary of War, and it is impracticable to be 
more specific here. Of course, when the Secretary of War advises the 
general in command of the department to assume powers not granted 
by any act of Congress to any general in the army, and only exercised 
by other departments of the Government, he expects that such powers 
(which are only powers of administration) should be exercised accord- 
ing to existing laws, and that nothing should be changed, except the 
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agents by which the operations of the Government in respect to this 
department are carried on. The respective States composing the de- 
partment have organized governments, and it could not have been the 
intention of the Secretary of War to advise the commanding general to 
exercise civil authority which belongs to the States, they still having 
officers present ready to perform their respective duties and functions. 
. MERRICK, 
\ Chairman. 


Committee No. 1 made the following report; which was, on motion, 
unanimously adopted : : 


The undersigned, to whom was referred the consideration of proposi- 
tions Nos. 1, 2, and 6, have had the same under consideration, and beg 
leave to submit the following report: 

Since the commencement of the war, the department has labored 
under peculiar difficulties of a very embarrassing character. It has re- 
ceived but a meager share of the limited supply of arms and munitions 
of war under control of the Government at Richmond. Many are in- 
quiring at present as to the causes which prevented adequate supplies 
trom being sent west of the river. It is sufficient to say that the supply 
of arms and ammunition in this department has never been equal to 
the imperative demands of the army. This was true before the fall of 
Vicksburg. Now, since the enemy have entire control of the Mississippi 
River, and have the Gulf coast effectually blockaded, and the State of 
Missouri overrun and governed by military power, we are completely 
separated from our confederates east of the river, and must abandon all 
hope of the imperfect and irregular supply heretofore received from the 
Government, and at once and entirely rely upon our resources. 

Beleaguered as we are by the enemy, the general commanding this 
department can neither transmit reports nor receive orders regularly 
from the capital. Hence the safety of our people requires that he as- 
sume at once and exercise the discretion, power, and prerogatives of the 
President of the Confederate States and his subordinates in reference 
to all matters involving the defense of his department. The isolated 
— condition and imminent peril of this department demand this policy, 
and will not permit delay; and we believe that all may be done without 
violating the spirit of the Constitution and laws of the Confederate 
States, and without assuming dictatorial powers. 

As to the temper of our people, we are compelled to report some dis- 
affection and disloyalty and more despondency in all the States of the 
department. The great mass of the people are loyal to the Government 
of their choice, and have full confidence in the ability and integrity of 
the lieutenant: general commanding this department, and we believe they 
have maturely and considerately determined that no greater calamity 
can befall them than subjugation by or submission to the Federal Gov- 
ernment. 

Your committee must refer to the resources of the several States in 
general terms, because they have neither the facts nor time to arrange 
them, nor do we deem it important to do so, as the general command- 
ing, through his officers, can obtain more copious and accurate statistics 
than we can possibly give in this report. It is thought that Texas can 
and will put into the field from 15,000 to 20,000 men; has grain, bacon, 
and beef enough to feed the army and her people for at least two years ; 
has four gun factories, making eight hundred guns per month; has 
metal (copper and tin) to make one hundred cannon, and gun wagons 
for like number completed and in, course of construction; is making 
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percussion caps; has two powder mills; has 30,703 pounds common 

powder, 28,635 pounds lead, 90,000 rounds fixed ammunition, and 6,232 

pounds buckshot. One regiment State troops arrived and supplied 
with ammunition. Has distributed to counties a limited quantity of 

powder and caps; has forwarded great numbers of cotton-cards to her 

people; is manufacturing cotton-cards, and has material to keep in 

good repair the factories in the penitentiary. Arkansas can furnish 

8,000 to 10,000 men; has immense quantities of provision and forage. 

Louisiana can furnish 5,000 to 6,000 troops; has an excess of corn, 

sugar, and molasses. 

As to the manufacturing of clothing, &c., and mineral resources of 
this department, we refer the general commanding to reports of his 
clothing, niter, and mining bureaus, and his ordnance department, as 
more reliable sources of information than any in our possession. . 

Missouri at present is chiefly valuable as a recruiting ground for the. 
Confederate Army. It is thought that a good system of recruiting in 
Missouri would add a regiment per month from that State. ; 

As to the best means of bringing into use the whole population for the 
protection of their homes, we urge the execution of the conscription 
law, with the privilege of volunteering, the calling out of the militia by 
the Governor, the enrollment of volunteers for the same term of service 
most agreeable to persons not liable to military duty, and some proper 
system of volunteering in districts of country where the conscript law 
cannot be enforced by reason of actual or threatened invasion, and by 
every consideration of public safety and necessity we urge the impress- 
ment of negro teamsters to take the place of soldiers in.all Government 
trains. ‘ 

We ask respectfully to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the means of increasing the loyalty, restoring the confidence, &c., 
and that that proposition be considered by the entire conference. 

THOS. C. REYNOLDS, 
Chairman. 


Mr. Murrah submitted the following report; which was unanimously 
adopted : ; 


The undersigned, a sub-committee, to whom was referred this question, _ 
the “appointment of commissioner to confer with French aad Mexican 
authorities in Mexico,” respectfully submit that the dependence of the 
Trans-Mississippi Department upon the ports of Mexicofor supplies and ' 

‘for communication abroad, together with the relationship of the French 
and Mexican Governments at the present time, makes an understanding 
with the authorities by those Governments highly important, if not ab- 
solutely essential. The disposition of these powers and other officials 
can only be ascertained by correspondence with them. 4 The correspoml- 
ence, under the existing state of things, even as to civil matters, can- 
not, perhaps, be conducted desirably through the Government, and as 
the correspondence is merely directed to the interests of this depart- 
ment and its immediate wants, the law, whenever the law speaks, and 
propriety, where the law is silent, points out the military commander 
of the department as the proper official to institute and commence the 
correspondence. As to the mode of carrying on the correspondence, it 
is, of course, to be left to the discretion of the commander, and yet it 
is not deemed improper to suggest that the importance of the subject 
authorizes, if it does not require, an agent, intelligent, well informed, 
of known character, one adapted to inspire confidence by his knowl- 
edge and discretion, and not likely to be misled, in these times of trial 


1008 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. Ww. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


and uncertainty, by mere plausibilities or mere intimations intended 
to please and flatter without promising or guaranteeing anything of 
benefit. The selection of such an agent, and the prosecution of such a 
line of policy, would find its justification in facts which have already 
transpired in the conduct of French officials. These facts, forming a 
basis of inquiry, and authorizing an approach to them officially for that 
purpose, would enable the agent or commissioner to sound upon Mexi- 
can soil both French and Mexican authorities, ascertain their disposition 
toward our Government and people, and what we may expect from them 
in the way of favor or opposition; what credits, &c., may be founded 
upon the resources and productions now taken up in our own territory. 
While the agent might not be dignified by any defined title or grade, 
which proclaims his authority and its extent, he might at least be au- 
thorized to make explanation, give assurance, and come to an under- 
standing, founded upon considerations of reciprocal interests, pointing 
directly to the wants of this department and embracing the specified 
matters pertaining to the great questions of credit and supplies from 
abroad. It is believed that our situation is such that these inquiries 
cannot be pushed forward with too much industry and discretion. For 
if it be that the French Government is honorably disposed toward our 
country, such control has she over the territory and parts of Mexico that 
her will is likely to be law, and important results may be anticipated - 
from securing her good-will. 
, The condition of the Trans-Mississippi Department, her wants, what 
is believed and understood of the disposition of the French authorities 
toward us, it is believed fully authorizes the commanding general, who 
is not, and cannot be, instructed from Richmond, to assume and act upon 
all civil matters pertaining to this agency, questions of mere irregularity 
or even of doubtfal authority in instituting and conducting this corre- 
spondence, letting the interest of the country and the necessities under 
which it labors be the laws to guide his discretion and action. 

Respectfully submitted. 

P. MURRAH. 


The committee to whom was referred the following subjects, submitted 
by Lieutenant-General Smith, to wit, the questions of currency and 
the best moge of securing the cotton of the department without causing 
opposition on the part of the people, submit the following report: 


That in view of the difficulties resulting from the occupation of the 
Mississippi River by the enemy, the cotton of this department is the only 
safe and reliable means for carrying on efficient military operations for 
the defense of the country west of the Mississippi. The authority of 
the general in command, under the circumstances, to use the cotton as 
a means of purchasing and aceumulating military supplies cannot be 
doubted, under the provisions of the act of Congress usually denomi- 
nated the “impressment act.” As it will be impossible to obtain Con- 
federate Treasury notes to pay for the cotton to the amount that will be 
required, and as such an additional amount thrown into circulation 
largely increasing our already redundant circulation, would tend to the 
still greater depreciation of Confederate notes as a currency, the com- 
mittee make the following suggestions, both as to the mode of payment 
and as a means of sustaining the credit of Treasury notes as currency 
for the consideration of the commanding general: That certificates be 
executed and delivered to the owners of the cotton purchased, pledging 
the Government for the payment of the price agreed upon, in 6 per cent. 
coupon bonds, the interest to be paid semi-annually from the date of the 
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certificate, in specie, and with the additional pledge that a sufficient 
amount of the proceeds of the sale of the cotton shall be inviolably set 
apart for the payment of the interest-coupons for at least the first two 
years, and that the Government will provide for the prompt and certain 
payment of future accumulating interest. 

We believe the planters would much prefer such a payment than in 
Treasury notes; that such certificates would not swell the volume of cir- 
culation now afloat, and that their value would be estimated much higher 
than Treasury notes, and would have a credit that would make them 
much more available as a means for obtaining whatever the holder 
might wish to purchase at home or abroad than any other form of se- 
curity the Government could issue. 

Taking possession of the entire amount of cotton, with such excep- 
tions and modifications as the commanding general may deem neces- 
sary to meet particular wants or necessities of the people, would take 
the cotton trade out of the hands of speculators now engaged in it, pre- 
vent the further depreciation of Confederate notes by preventing an 
amount equal to the value of the entire cotton crop being accumulated 
in the locality of this department, in which a superabundance now 
already exists, and prevent farther demoralization of the public senti- 
ment by the greed of gain and avaricious desire with which it is already 

- infected. 

Upon the subject ofdischarging the necessary military obligations 
incurred, we venture to suggest that, in case money cannot be obtained 
from Richmond for that purpose, the commanding general, in the éxer- 
cise of the special powers conferred upon him by the President, cause 
the Confederate notes not bearing interest, which have been funded 
with the various depositories within this department, to be reissued and 
paid out by the proper officers in discharge of the debts for military pur- 
poses, as well as pay due to the soldiers. Although the pledge would 

‘ not be binding upon the Government, we have no doubt if such notes 
were reissued, with the pledge of the privilege of being refunded in 
bonds of the same rate of interest as new issue, the Government, under 
the circumstances, would not hesitate to ratify the act and redeem the 
pledge. 
OLDHAM, 
Chairman. 


The foregoing report was unanimously agreed to, except that portion 
recommending the issuance of specie-paying coupon bonds. ‘That 
proposition was not agreed to by a tie vote. 

The conference having under consideration the best means of restor- 
ing public confidence and promoting our cause, Governor Reynolds 
offered the following resolution, which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That to harmonize and infuse vigor‘into the patriotic efforts 
of the people, obtain and diffuse correct information, and discourage 
disloyalty, ‘an organization should be instituted as follows: The Gov- 
ernors for the time being of the Trans-Mississippi Department should, 
unofficially, compose a committee of public safety, with a chairman to 

_eall it together when necessary and act as its agent, and should pro- 
vide for corresponding committees in each county and parish, to corre- 
spond with the Governors of other States and with the committee. 
The people of each county and parish should form a voluntary confed- 
erate association, to co-operate with the Trans-Mississippi committee of 
public safety and the corresponding committees. 
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Hon. ©. B. Mitchell offered the following resolution : ik 

Resolved, That from our intercourse with Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, 
and on hearing his plans, we have the most implicit confidence in his 
regard for law, his military skill and ability, his devotion to Southern 
rights, his purity and integrity as a man, and we believe that the united, 
vigorous efforts of our people will, under his leadership, insure our final 
and complete success. 

Which resolution was unanimously adopted. 

The conference, having considered all the matters submitted by the 
lieutenant-general, finally adjourned, having received the thanks of the 
general for attendance and advice. 

F. R. LUBBOCK, 


Chairman. 
W. K. PATTERSON, 
Secretary. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 11, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond : 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 9th ultimo, handed me by Col. T. P. Dockery, of the Nine- 
teenth Arkansas Regiment. Colonel Dockery has been charged with 
the collection of the Arkansas troops from Port Hudson and Vicksburg 
and with the reorganization of his own brigade. Ue will carry out the 
instructions received from the War Department. I fear difficulties not 
anticipated will be encountered by him in the discharge of this duty, 
and that his success will not equal the expectations of the Department. 

Heavy columns of the enemy, both in the Indian country and near 
Little Rock, threaten us with the occupation of Arkansas to the line of 
the Washita. Our means are utterly inadequate for even defensive 
operations. General Holmes has not over 9,000 effective men. He is 
opposed by. a column of some 20,000, whilst his flanks and communica- 
tions are threatened from the Mississippi, in the direction of Camden. 
General Steele, with an ill-armed force, 5,000 or 6,000 strong, cannot be 
expected to make headway against Blunt, but will be compelled to fall 
back toward the line of the Red River whenever General Holmes is 
forced back upon the line of the Washita. General Taylor can give no 
assistance. He is opposed by a rorce of nearly three to one in his own 
district. I inclose you a memorandum of the forces within the depart- 
ment. Their numbers could be doubled had we the arms now to place in 
the hands of themen. The State troops have been called out. The old 
have been and are being organized into companies’ under the acts for 
local defense. Ihave no arms to place in their hands. The country in 
a great measure has been stripped of its shot-guns and rifles, which, 
carly in the struggle, were taken east of the Mississippi by the troops. 
The retreat from Prairie Grove and the fall of the Post of Arkansas, just 
previous to my arrival, lost to the department a large number of small- 
arms, With the exception of a few hundred unserviceable guns, princi- 
pally flint-lock muskets, crossed at Natchez in the month of June, nothing 
has been received in the department. Requisitions and representations 
have been made without practical results. Communications have been 
interrupted, and arms intended for us were lost at the siege of Vicks- 
burg. The like ill-success has attended every effort to introduce arms ' 
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by the Rio Grande. The Goodyear, with twelve thousand stand of 
arms, was seized by a French man-of-war, and carried to Vera Cruz. 
The United States blockading fleet has effectually intercepted and pre- 
vented other arrivals. I do not make these statements in a fault-find- 
- ing spirit, but they are facts which present the difficulties of my posi- 
tion to you, which discourage and dishearten the people, and which 
prevent the successful execution of any plan for the defense of this 
department on its present bounds. 

The massing of heavy columns in Arkansas, on the Mississippi, and 
in Lower Louisiana, the employment of a large portion of Grant’s army 
in these dispositions, and the activity being displayed by the enemy, 
clearly point to a permanent occupation of this department. Politically, 
it is a wise move. The people, particularly in Arkansas and Louisiana, 
lukewarm, dispirited, and demoralized by love of property, are, under 
concessions from their conquerors, to a great extent. prepared for re- 
turning to their allegiance. A heavy column will penetrate the country 
from Little Rock, in concert with a force under Blunt, moving through 
the Indian country, whilst the main column, invading Louisiana, moves 
up the valley of Red River for its line of operations. A force from 
Natchez and from Vicksburg, concentrating. at Monroe or some other 
point on the Washita, will threaten our flank and communications on 
Red River. Preparations making at Berwick’s Bay and New Orleans 
threaten the State of Texas by Lavaca, with San Antonio for the ob- 
jective point, cutting off the trade and communications with Mexico; 
or the State may be invaded by Niblett’s Bluff, with Houston and the 
railroad system as the objects of the campaign. My information from 
within the enemy’s lines indicate each and allof these movements. The 
campaign is stupendous; but great preparations are going on, and the 
enemy’s force is sufficiently large, when the smallness of our means is 
considered, for carrying on all these operations at once. Disastrous as 
it may be in a political point of view, we shall probably be foreed back 
to the Sabine and Red River. Ifthe enemy moves with as large a force 
as he is represented to have, this must be the ultimate result. As our 
troops, now scattered over a vast and extended line, approach a con- 
centration, good results may be expected. Occupying the interior line, 
we may, under. the providence of God, strike a blow which may mate- 
rially affect the result of the campaign. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 


\ Estimated effective force. 
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Read and returned. 

You have more accurate knowledge of Grant’s forces. 

The statement in relation to arms should have a reply. Similar re- 
marks have been made by politicians, and I infer that General Smith 
has accepted their version. Whatresults may have attended the efforts 
to send in arms by the Rio Grande is probably known to you. The 
storage of arms (en route) at Vicksburg was ablunder. From whom did 


the orders producing it emanate ? ; 
J. D. [JEFFERSON DAVIS.] 
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- HEADQUARTERS INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Middle Boggy, OC. N., September 11, 1863. 


Maj. Tuomas L. SNEAD, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Little Rock : 


Masor: Owing to the late numerous and continued desertions from 
the brigade commanded by General Cabell, many of them going to the 
enemy, I was forced to order this brigade in the direction of Fort Smith. 
My reasons for thus disconnecting, temporarily at least, the brigades 
were twofold: First, I found the demoralization pervading that _bri- 
gade to be spreading amongst the other troops in the field, especially 
the Indian troops, who began to lose confidence in the determination of 
the white troops to defend their country; and, secondly, I desired to 
have a supporting force within convenient distance of Fort Smith (havy- 
ing, as before stated, left one regiment of infantry at that post). Gen- 
eral C. [Cabell] was ordered to fall back so as to form a junction with the 
forces under my command, and on this road, in the direction of my 
sources of supplies. On the 23d ultimo the enemy advanced rapidly 
upon me, while encamped on Brookin’s Creek, about 4 miles from the 
Canadian, with a force of two regiments of cavalry, about 3,000 infantry, 
and two batteries of artillery. His infantry were transported in light 
wagons. My own effective force not exceeding 2,090 effective men, my 
ammunition being so very inferior as to render it difficult to induce my 
men to face the advance of the enemy, and having but three pieces of 
artillery, viz, two mountain howitzers and one 2.25-inch rifle prairie gun, 
I determined not to hazard a general engagement, but to fall back in the 
direction of Texas, in the hope of receiving General Bankhead’s re- 
enforcements in time to hold the enemy in check. From the point indi- 
cated to a few miles on this side of Perryville the advance kept up a 
vigorous pursuit. At Perryville the advance of the enemy attacked. 
my rear guard, and were repulsed with loss, the extent of which I am 
not informed with any certainty ; my own loss being 1 man wounded. 
After a very severe and toilsome march, I reached this place, where I 
met General Bankhead with the advance of his force. I immediately 
ordered General B. forward on the Fort Smith road, fearing that, as 
the enemy had pursued me no farther than Perryville, they would turn 
in the direction of Fort Smith, as I had intimated in my communition 
to General Cabell. On the 31st ultimo, General Cabell reports that he 
was attacked by General Blunt, and, after some skirmish fighting, the 
advance of the enemy was repulsed. During the night, General C. re- 
tired on the road to Waldron, in the direction of Lanesport. On the 
succeeding day he was again attacked by from 1,500 to 2,000 cavalry 
and six pieces of artillery. After four hours’ hard fighting, according 
to the report of General C., the enemy was repulsed, with a loss of from 
40 to 50 killed and from 100 to 150 wounded, General C.’s own loss being 
5 killed, 12 wounded, and 2 missing. General C. reports about one-half 
the brigade as having behaved disgracefully in front of the enemy, and 
as being saved from an utter rout by the desperate fighting of the other | 
half. he last heard from General C. was from Waldron. When last 
heard from, General Bankhead was about 15 miles from the same place. 
{n the event General Cabell did not pass down south before General 
B. reached W. [Waldron], a junction of their forces has ere this been 
effected. In such an event, orders have been forwarded to retire their 
forces in this direction, on the road leading across from the Waldron to 
the Fort Smith and Texas road, on which Iam now encamped. My chief 
fear now is that General C. has been forced back below the intersecting | 
road referred to, and that he will only be able to reunite his force with 
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my own after a very long and tedious march over one of the worst roads 
imaginable. Why General ©. did not retire, as specially ordered, on 
this road, Iam unable to say. It is possible that the enemy, having 
possession of this road in his rear, may have driven him to the necessity 
of crossing the Poteau and-adopting the road he is now on:as his line 
ofretreat. Anticipating the ultimate necessity of a retrograde movement 
from Fort Smith toward Red River (unless provided against by a speedy 
re-enforcement), I had caused supplies to be placed on this road for the 
subsistence of the troops under General Cabell. 

Should a junction have. been effected between Generals Cabell and 
Bankhead, 1 feel confident the enemy may be held in check, at least 
- until Iam able to bring the balance of the command to their-support. 
I am in anticipation.of more definite information from the commands 
referred to momentarily. 

As I have ever feared, the Indian troops, except one regiment of 
Choctaws, were no service whatever. The greater part of the Cher- 
okees were absent, and the Creeks utterly refused to leave their country 
after the occupation of their country by the enemy. The commander 
of the United States forces addressed a communication to one of their 
leading men, tendering the assurance of the protection of his Govern- 
ment, the restoration of their rights, property, &c. What number 
have gone to the enemy I am unable to say. The troops of that Na- 
tion are, however, still remaining in the Nation, and may be safely 
considered of no further service to our cause, unless we should repos- 
sess ourselves of that country. My losses, except in Indian troops, 
during the late movements of this force have been so slight as not 
to justify enumeration. I am now subjected to great inconvenience, 
owing tothe manner in which my supplies of breadstuffs are furnished. 
The requisitions made by my staff offivers upon the chief commissary 
of the Northern Sub-District of Texas are far from being met in due 
time, and my forces are literally subsisting from hand tomouth. With 
the superabundance of grain in Northern Texas, a short distance, 
over good roads, to transport my breadstuffs, I should always have 
on hand a surplus, over and above my daily necessities, as would 
enable me to move to any desirable point without embarrassment. : 
Being of the opinion some time since that I should be forced to the 
abandonment of Fort Smith, I gave orders for the removal of all public 
stores of value from that point. I therefore infer that in the capture 
of that place by the enemy no loss in this respect was sustained. Suan- 
dry reports have reached me of re-enforcements being en route from 
Texas. Iam in possession of no official information on this subject. I 
have received the assurance of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, command- 
ing Trans-Mississippi Department, through Col. 8. 8. Scott, Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, that my force should be strengthened, and a — 
supply of arms forwarded at an early day. This assurance has been 
communicated to the Indians by Colonel Scott, who left my headquar- 
ters to-day. 

In conclusion, I would respectfully suggest that there is now eight 
months’ pay due the troops of this command, and that my disbursing 
officers are very nearly out of funds. 

My communication being interrupted, as stated, is now to Bonham, 
Tex., to which point I have a pony express, and from there to General 
Smith’s headquarters there is a similar express. 


Very respectfully, WM. STEELE 
12 4 5] 


Brigadier- General, 


‘ 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 12, 1863. 
Major-General Pric8, 
Commanding District of Arkansas, de. : 

GENERAL: Your telegram announcing the evacuation of Little Rock 
has been received. Your position became untenable when your works 
were turned and the enemy crossed the Arkansas. I know the press- 
ure forcing you to give battle at all hazards was great. Could you have 
done so with hopes of success, the stake at issue demanded the hazard; 
but against a largely superior force, with but little prospect of victory, 
you did wisely in saving and keeping together your little army. Un- 
fortunate as the loss of the Arkansas is, it would have been infinitely 
more disastrous had the little army upon which all our hopes in that 
quarter are concentrated been lost. Time with us iseverything. Keep 
your force together, call all the people of the State to your support, 
make the line of the Washita your line, and employ negro labor in forti- 
fying the crossings. The enemy will not soon be prepared to advance 
beyond the Arkansas. Successes below may soon give an opportunity 
for strengthening you. Keep the cavalry well to the front. Secure all 
the transportation as you fall back. The telegraph wire should be taken 
down and sent to the rear. Should you retire beyond Benton, some 
force must occupy Camden. Major’s brigade will be sent there to report 
to you as soon as possible. They were turned by General Taylor on 
their march to Shreveport to oppose the column marching by Trinity 
on Alexandria. 

A -fleet of some twenty-seven boats, with a land force of some 10,000 
or 15,000 men, commanded by General Franklin, Banks’ successor, made 
an attack at Sabine Pass on the 8th. Two gunboats were captured, and 
the fleet retired. A landing is being effected on the Calcasieu, when 
Sabine Pass will be taken in reverse, and the enemy, established at 
Nibleti’s Bluff, will make Houston the objective point of their opera- 
tions. Taylor and Magruder will both have their hands full. The 
utmost enthusiasm prevails in Texas; the people are turning out freely, 
and Magruder writes in good spirits. 

J am, general, sincerely, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
LTieutenant- General. 


HpQres. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Watie, September 13, 1863. 


Acting Brigadier-General BANKHEAD, 

Commanding Texas Brigade; in the Field: : 
GENERAL: I am directed by the commanding general to repeat th 
order sent by courier two days since, that you will confine your obser- 
vations to the line of the Fort Smith road, leading in this direction. 
The road to Waldron is to be specially avoided. Your movements will 
be as suggested, whether or not you have succeeded in forming a junc- 

tion with Brigadier-General Cabell. 

The available portion of General Cooper’s brigade go forward to-day, 
at least as far as Johnson’s Station, on Brushy. Should an emergency 
require it, the entire remaining force in the Indian country will be 
moved forward to your support. ‘The temporary absence of the com- 
manding general from the camp it is hoped will not interrupt your com- 
munication with these headquarters. The communication must bekept 
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up, embodying such information of importance as you are enabled to 
gather, as also such suggestions as circumstances may warrant. 

The road leading south from Waldron is exceedingly rough, and the 
Towson road is almost. impassable, even for light vehicles; being on 
either of these roads, therefore, should you be forced back by superior 
numbers, you could only regain this command by making a very circui- 
tous detour via Red River. 

A flour train has been sent forward, but will not -go farther than 
Gaines’ Creek, unless in communication with you. 

' J. F. CROSBY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ; HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
No. 21. September 13, 1863. 
This command will move ‘to-morrow morning at daybreak in the - 
direction of Arkadelphia, in the usual order, General McRae being in 
front and Colonel Clark inrear. Reveille will sound at 3 o’clock. The 
baggage train of McRae’s brigade will start at 4 o’clock precisely, and 
the other trains each will close upon the one preceding it in order. Bri- 
gade commanders will be held responsible that their trains close in at 
the proper time, and will give such orders to their quartermasters as 
will secure that object. All men physically unable to march, except 
those carried in the ambulances, will be sent out of camp with the bag- 
gage train of their respective brigades, and each person so sent shall 
be provided with a written pass from his regimental commander, in 
default of which he will be stopped by the advance picket, and return 
to his command in charge of the guard. 
By order of Brigadier-General Frost: 
L. A. MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ARKADELPHIA, September 14, 1863. 
General MARMADUKE: 


From present indicatiens, how long will you be able to maintain your 


position at Rockport? 
THOS. L. SNEAD, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Rockport, September 14, 1863. 
Major SNEAD: 

No enemy in pursuit that I can hear of. Cannot say now when I will 
be forced from this position. Will send scouts this evening in direction 
of Little Rock, Pine Bluff, and Hot Springs. 

J. 8S. MARMADUKEH, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hbgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Watie, September 15, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. CABELL: 
GENERAL: No report has been received from you since your letter of 
2d instant, from Waldron. Acting General Bankhead was near Wal- 
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dron on the 7th, and had so far failed to communicate with you. Your 
movement in the direction you have taken, instead of to Riddle’s, as 
directed, has rendered nugatory the measures taken for your assistance. 
If you have not returned to join the forces under the command of your- 
self and Acting General Bankhead, you will move by the shortest prac- 
ticable route on to the road from Fort Smith to this place or Boggy 
Depot. You will cause all of the ordnance stores and tools, as well as 
- such workmen as may be with you, and belonging to the Fort Smith 
Depot, to be sent to Fort Washita. 

Your obedient servant, 

i WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


[P. S.J—Your letter of the 7th just received, since writing the above. 


Hp@Rs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Watie, C. N., September 15, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. D. H. COOPER, 
Commanding, de. : 


GENERAL: You will occupy a line from Johnson’s, on the Fort Smith 
road, to the vicinity of Perryville, keeping out small parties for obser- 
vation. Nothing is known of the movements of Generals Bankhead 
~and Cabell, to calculate upon with sufficient certainty. Home Guards 
and independent companies should be encouraged to organize and pre- 
pare for the occasion when their services will be required, but it is not 
deemed advisable to bring them into camps at present. Shouldachange 
of camp, on account of forage, become necessary, the line of Gaines’ 
Creek, or near it, may be adopted, should the relative positions of op- 
posing forces remain as at present. 

By command of Brig. Gen. William Steele: 

J. F. CROSBY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


EDEN’S, 25 MILES WEST OF WALDRON, ON THE LINE, 
September 15, 1863. 
[General STEELE :] 

GENERAL: I marched from Waldron yesterday to this place. I 
heard on Monday night that the enemy was moving down in two col- 
umns to attack me—one by the Lookout Gap road, and the other by 
the Waldron road. Believing that I could take both, I marched out 
to Lookout Gap by daylight yesterday, and waited until2 p.m. The 
enemy, however, failed to make his appearance, and I am inclined to 
believe that he has no such purpose, and has not the force at his com- 
mand. I shall leave a small party here to gather up the cattle left by 
the herders, and move on to Holston’s to-day. I inclose latest dates 
from Fort Smith. Mr. Eden informs me that the Choctaws are now in 
council, discussing a proposition from General Blunt. He thinks there 
is division among them. I shall hope to receive further instructions at 
Holston’s or Riddle’s; and am, general, your obedient servant, 

SMITH P. BANKHEAD, 
Acting Brigadier- General. 


1 
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ENGINEER BUREAU, September 15, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. E. Krrpy Smrra, 
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to send, in addition to the names speci- 
fied in my letter of the 20th ultimo, the following list of men, who, by 
the wish of the honorable Secretary of War, are to be employed in your 
department on the special service of destroying the enemy’s property by 
torpedoes and similar inventions, viz: H.C. Singer, R. W. Dunn, J. R. 
Fretwell, and F. M. Tucker. These men should each be enlisted in and 
form part of an engineer company, but will, nevertheless, be employed, 
so far as possible, on the service specified above. When the public in- 
terests, in your judgment, require it, details of additional men may be 
made, either from the engineer troops or from-the line, to aid them in 
their particular duties, and they may be furnished by the military au- 
thorities with the necessary ammunition. Their compensation will be 
50 per cent. of the property destroyed by their new inventions, and all 
the arms and munitions captured by them by the use of torpedoes or of 
similar devices. Beyond this they will be entitled to such other reward 
as Congress may hereafter provide. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED L. RIVES, 
LIneutenant-Colonel and Acting Chief of Bureau. 


[Indorsement. ] 
Approved : 


J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 16, 1363. 


Lieut. CHAS. M. FAUNTLEROY, C. Si Navy: 


Str: I am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to in- 
struct you to proceed, with the least possible delay, to Paris, France, 
and carry thither the dispatches intrusted to you. You will immedi- 
ately, on your arrival there, report to the Hon. John Slidell, Confed- 
erate States commissioner, and if, after the fulfillment of your mission, 
there be no communications to be returned, you will report for duty to 
the senior Confederate naval officer in Europe. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
S. 8S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 44. Shreveport, La., September 16, 1863. 


All papers required by the Regulations of the Army to be sent to 
chiefs of departments at Richmond, will in future be. sent to the chiefs 
of bureaus of the respective departments at these headquarters. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. EH. K. Smith: 

8S. 8S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


1018 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. TRANS-MIissIssipPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 45. } Shreveport, La., September 16, 1863. 
The lieutenant-general commanding regrets to learn that citizens 
within the department, demoralized by speculation and the love of gain, 
persistently refuse to receive Confederate money in the sales of supplies 
and in the payment of debts. Such a course depreciates our currency, 
and is, by the authorities at Richmond, declared treasonable in its tend- 
ency. Any person persisting in this course can be declared an alien 
_enemy, his property sequestered, and himself sent without our lines. 
Before proceeding to this extremity, the district commander, in each 
clearly established case, will direct the purchasing agents to impress 
the property of persons so offending whenever supplies are to be ob- 
tained in their vicinity. The prices allowed will be those determined 
upon by the State commissioners, and published in orders. 
By command of Lieut. Gen. E. K. Smith: 
8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HpQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Middle Boggy, C. N., September 17, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Bocas, Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith duplicate of commu- 
nication addressed from these headquarters to Major Snead, assist- 
ant adjutant-general District of Arkansas;* also copy of instructions 
given Brigadier-General Cabell for his government.t I respectfully 
forward these for the purpose of explanation and information as re- 
gards late movements in the Indian Territory. This evening a courier 
arrived at my headquarters, bringing sundry communications from 
Brigadier-General Cabell’s brigade, but not a line from General C. to 
myself. The information reaches me, unofficially, that General Cabell 
has gone with his brigade to Little Rock, under orders, it is reported, 
from district headquarters. Being deprived of this force at this im- 
portant juncture, leaves me, I fear, no other alternative than the adoption 
of a purely defensive policy. Ihave heard nothing from General Bank- 
head for several days past. When last heard from he had reached 
Waldron, at or near which place he had pushed forward, in view of 
my orders directing him to form a junction with General Cabell. On 
reaching that point, General C. was found to have retired some 50 or 
60 miles to the southward, in the direction indicated in the inclosed 
copy of letter to Major Snead, assistant adjutant-general, &c. On learn- 
ing that General Bankhead had gone in the direction of Waldron, I im- 
mediately dispatched a courier, directing him to reassume a position 
on the road leading from Fort Smith to this point.’ I am not a little 
uneasy as to General Bankhead’s position since failing to unite his 
forces with those of General Cabell, and being in a position, when last 
heard from, in which, by a flank movement of the enemy on the road 
last referred to, he may be forced to retire on the same route as that 
adopted by General Cabell, in which event my front will be entirely 
uncovered, and I shall have no other force than Cooper’s brigade to 
oppose to any movement of the enemy in that direction. I, however, 
have confidence in General Bankhead’s sagacity and skill, though my 
opportunities of forming a judgment in this respect have been limited. 
Cooper’s brigade (being my entire remaining force) has been ordered 
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forward within supporting distance of General B., taking it for granted 
that he has pursued my directions. As soon as Il am re-enforced, as 
I learn I am to be, and receive the battery sent me by order of Lieu- 
tenant-General Smith, I shall push my lines as far northward as cir- 
cumstances may allow. This I feel to be the more necessary, as the 
occupation of the country of the Indians by the enemy is having a very 
ill effect with them. The terms offered them by the enemy have, and 
will continue to have so long as they are permitted to occupy their 
country, the effect of desertions from us. But few of the Indians can 
be irduced to leave their particular country. This state of things Iam 
most anxious to avoid, not that the Indians, particularly the Creeks, 
are of much service to us as soldiers, but, armed and equipped as they 
can be by our enemies, they may do us much harm. 

The importance of furnishing the lieutenant-general commanding with 
accurate information concerning the condition of affairs in this Terri- 
tory, and the difficulties of communication with district headquarters, 
must plead my apology for this hastily written communication. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Middle Boggy, C. N., September 17, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. D. H. CooPER, Commanding First Brigade : 


GENERAL: I am directed to order you to send forward to General 
Bankhead acompany of Choctaws acquainted with the country in which 
he is now operating. You will also order [L. M.] Martin’s regiment 
forward to General Bankhead. It will not be necessary for you to watch 
the Fort Smith road after Colonel Martin shall have gone forward. Colo- 
nel Martin will be ordered to take what flour he can carry from J ohnson’s 

‘Station. More flour will be ordered from Boggy Depot to Riddle’s, when 
the train will receive orders from General Bankhead. I inclose reports 
from Generals Bankhead* and Cabell,} which please return after perusal. 

By order of Brigadier-General Steele: 

‘ J. F. CROSBY, 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. ' 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE. INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Watie, O. N., September 17, 1863. 
Brigadier-General COOPER, Commanding, he. : 

GENERAL: Your note is just received. General Bankhead has had 
several emphatic orders forwarded to him, to confine his operations in 
the main to the Fort Smith and Boggy Depot road; in other words, to 
move his force to that road, at or near Riddle’s. Colonel Martin is ex- 
pected to meet General Bankhead at that point. If not, he will be in- 
structed to go no farther, but to communicate with General Bankhead. 
After Martin goes forward (presuming that General Bankhead, in ac- 
cordance with orders sent him some days since, has returned to the Fort 
Smith road), itis the intention of General Steele that you will give your 
attention to the guarding of the Perryville road, according to the dic- 
- tates of your own judgment. You are at liberty, of course, to extend 
your lines, as previously instructed, from the Fort Smith road to the 
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North Fork road, General Bankhead, however, being presumed to oc- 
cupy a position in your advance on the Fort Smith road. Your special 
attention is called to the North Fork road. In view of speedy and fre- 
_ quent communication between General Bankhead and yourself, you will 
establish your headquarters at such point as will the more readily effect 
this object. Judging from such orders as have gone forward on more 
than one occasion to General Bankhead, there can certainly be no 
doubt as to Martin’s joining him (General B.) on the Fort Smith road. 
Colonel Martin’s regiment has been sent forward to General Bankhead 
for temporary purposes only. 

By direction, &c., of Brigadier-General Steele: 

J. F. CROSBY, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpors. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, ~ 
Camp Watie, C. N., September 17, 1863. 


Acting Brigadier-General BANKHEAD, 
Commanding Texas Brigade, in the Field: 

GENERAL: Your communication of the 13th instant was received 
this morning at 9 o’clock. 

Your movements, prompt action, and the judgment displayed by you 
adds to the confidence the commanding general had already entertained. 
A company of Choctaws, having a knowledge of the country in which 
you are operating, has been ordered to be sent to you. Colonel Mar- 
tin’s regiment has also been ordered forward to join you. He will carry 
such supplies as he may have the means of conveying. More flour will 
be sent up from Boggy Depot to Riddle’s as speedily as possible. 

You must avoid the contingency of being forced off the Boggy road 
(the one we are now on); to do which it will be necessary to keep a 
vigilant watch on the Waldron road'and on the Fort Smith road as far 
advanced from Riddle’s as your judgment may dictate. Inform your- 
self as thoroughly as possible with regard to the various roads leading 

_as well from Gibson southward and eastward as from Fort Smith in 
this direction. General Cooper has been ordered, after sending forward 
Colonel Martin’s regiment to you, to confine his operations to the line 
of the Perryville road, keeping up constant communication with you. 
The commanding general does not propose to make a definitive move- 
ment with the main body of his troops, or hazard a general engagement 
with the enemy, until the arrival of the re-enforcements and battery he 
is advised of being en route. 

By direction of Brigadier-General Steele: 

J. F. CROSBY, 
Captain.and Assistant Adjutant:General. 


SHERMAN, GRAYSON County, TExAs, September 18, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM STEELE, Choctaw Nation : 

Sir: There have been two Caddo Indians from Fort Bent, on the 
Arkansas, visiting the Reserve Indians now camped on the Washita, 
near ort Arbuckle. They brought messages from the Federal officer 
in command, and from the chiefs of all the bands which left the reserve 
last year, viz, that they would be down this fall, and would give the 
Reserve Indians protection, and would have sufficient white force to 
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hold and occupy the country. These messengers were from the band 
of Jim Pockmark, Caddo and Anadarko chief. (This is no idle ramor 
and requires immediate attention from our Government, or the frontier 
of Texas will be ravaged and the Indian Territory overrun. It is said 
that Jesse Chisolm and Black Beaver are with them. The season 
having been unusually dry, has and will delay their time of starting. If 
they come this fall, they must leave Fort Bent on or before the Ist of 
November. I feel it my duty to give yon this information at the earliest 
possible moment, as I fully believe that the expedition is [sic] or will 
take place this fall. I have written to Commissioner 8S. 8. Scott on this 
subject, giving him the facts as herein stated. 
Yours, respectfully, 
: C. B. JOHNSON. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 19, 1863. 
Hon. R. M. JONES, Ohoctaw Nation; 

Sire: I am directed by Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant (by Mr. Stark), and to say 
that, since he has been in the department, he has not received arms 
from the other side of the river. Every effort made by the War Depart- 
ment to send arms across the Mississippi has failed. A large number 
of arms intended for this department, a part of which were designed for 
the trcops of the Indian Territory, were captured at Vicksburg. Imme- © 
diately after the fall of Vicksburg, he was informed by the Secretary of 
War that one of the vessels of that department had been sent with 
arms to Texas, and a special agent (who brought the letter to him) was 
dispatched to receive them on that coast. Other efforts have been made 
by the Secretary of War and bimself to procure arms, from which he 
expects good results. A vessel (the Goodyear), with arms for the Gov- 
ernment, was captured off the Rio Grande by the French bléckader, 
which the French authorities give assurances will be delivered up with- 
out delay, and that he is constantly looking for additional supplies of 
arms from other vessels en route for our posts. He assures y®u, and 
through you the people you represent, that he is and has been mindful 
of their condition, and his earnest desire to meet their necessities, and 
as soon as the arms are received he will cause them to be sent forward. 
He ean now furnish ammunition, and incloses the order issued for send- 
ing the same by the way of Bonham. 

Two regiments, with a battery, are on their way from Texas to thé 
Indian Territory, and a battery is nearly ready to be sent there from 
here. é 

A victory over the forces now at Little Rock (which he expects to 
meet) will clear the Indian Territory of the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, respectfally, &e., 
GUY M. BRYAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
September 19, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. Coorrer, Commanding, &e.: Z 
GENERAL: General Steele left on day before yesterday for Bonham, 
at which place he calculates upon meeting General McCulloch in con- 
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~ gultation. I have caused copies of the notes herewith returned to be 
forwarded to him per express. I would respectfully suggest that one 
of the objects sought by General Steele in. having the interview referred 
to is to provide for the calling into the Indian Territory as many troops, 
independent and otherwise, as can be obtained from Texas. My un- 
derstanding previous to General Steele’s departure was that he desired 
establishing a depot at and putting a force in the vicinity of Doaks- 
ville. Communications from General Bankhead are satisfactory. 

Major-General Magruder has published an order announcing Lieuten- 
ant-General Smith’s confirmation of Actg. Brig. Gen. S. P. Bankhead 
to the rank of a brigadier. A report is in circulation, purporting to 
have originated from a letter received by Captain [J. K. P.] Record, 
acting quartermaster at Bonham, to the effect that Little Rock had 
been evacuated and Charleston taken. No information of the kind has 
reached these headquarters. General Steele’s absence will not be of 
long duration. 

Please cause to be forwarded the accompanying mail matter for Gen- 
eral Bankhead’s command. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. CROSBY, 
Captain-and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Watie, September 19, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. S. P. BANKHEAD, 
Commanding Texas Brigade : 


GENERAL: Your communications of the 15th and 17th instant were 
received this morning at 12m. The commanding general will be glad 
to know of your prompt action on the receipt of orders heretofore sent 
to you. With regard to your movements in your advance, I am directed 
by General Steele to state that reliance is had upon the exercise of your 
judgment and discretion. I feel authorized to accede to your request 
that your brigade quartermaster may be sent to Bonham for the pur- 
poses indicated. 

General Steele left this camp day before yesterday morning, for the 
purpose of holding a conference with General H. BE. McCulloch, who is 
reported as having arrived at that point. He will be absent no longer 
than may be necessary for this purpose. Your communications, to- 
gether with copies of the order confirmatory of your promotion, will be 
forwarded immediately, per express, to Bonham. I have no doubt that 
General Steele will publish the order to his command without delay. 
Orders were sent to General Cooper, on the 17th, to move Colonel Mar- 
tin’s regiment forward with a view of uniting the regiment with your 
brigade for present purposes. Colonel Martin’s regiment will, there- 
fore, be under your control until further orders. 

I feel myself at liberty to state that the movements of the forces in 
the Indian Territory will be determined in some important respects by 
the fall of Little Rock. Ido not mean to have the inference drawn, 
however, that the commanding general designs lying to await events 
in other quarters, or that his plan is not to strike a blow where the 
same can be done with a reasonable prospect of success. His general 
idea is that his force should be sufficient to hold so much of the Indian 
country as he may have the means of occupying before winter. Results 
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have shown that we can calculate, with any degree of certainty, upon 
the loyalty of any given tribe of Indians only so long as we are in pos- 
session of their particular territory. The main object, therefore, so far 
as the Indians are concerned, is to make as great a show of strength, 
- both as regards numbers and.material of war, as possible. 

The people of Northern Texas are making considerable demonstra- 
tion in the way of turning out, and have expressed a desire to be per- 
mitted to report to General Steele. We havea four-gun battery on the 
way from Shreveport. Two or three regiments are reported on their 
way to Bonham. Nothing has been heard from Colonel Gould officially. 

lam quite sure, general, that everything possible will be done by the 
commanding general to render your position satisfactory to yourself 
and useful to the country. 

Iam, &c., 
J. F. CROSBY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., September 21, 1863. 
Lieut.-Gen. T. H. HoLmss, 
Commanding District of Arkansas, Arkadelphia : 


GENERAL: I inclose you copies of letters received yesterday and to- 
day from General Taylor.* As Istated to you here, I had been informed 
and was anticipating the movements of the enemy indicated in these 
letters. I was hardly prepared, however, for the scale in which they are 
being carried out. The intention of the enemy is clearly to overrun and 
possess this side of the river, controlling the Mississippi. It may then 
- be their policy to aceept intervention, acknowledging the independence 

of the States east of the river. 

The immense preparations of the enemy, his superiority of numbers, 

and the inadequacy of our means for resisting him, is all so clearly dem- 
onstrated that more than ever am I impressed with the benefits that may 
result from Colonel [R. W.] Johnson’s visit to Richmond. Ihave thought 
the matter over since your departure, and think the less time lost in 
this matter the better. I have prepared a copy of my letter to Mr. 
Slidell for Colonel Johnson’s perusal, and will forward it to him, if any 
safe opportunity offers before I leave Shreveport. I wish you would 
write to Colonel Johnson, and urge upon him the good that may be done 
by a speedy visit to Richmond. 

Their plan of operations will in a few days be developed by the 
enemy; whether Red River or Sabine Pass is their objective point is 
yet undetermined. Were Louisiana the object of their campaign, with 
the Mississippi as their base, Simsport, Marksville, and Alexandria 
is their true line of operations. The line from Berwick’s Bay, pursued 

_ by General Banks, is the longest and most difficult one by which the 
State can be invaded, With the enemy’s superiority of numbers even 
on this line, Taylor will be able only. to hold them temporarily in check. 
Taylor’s men will fight well; they have the utmost confidence in him as 
a leader. His own skill, an‘ his quickness to perceive and to take ad- 
vantage of the least fault of his enemy, may enable him to strike a 
decisive blow. Without this, which cannot be relied upon in our cal- 
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culations, he will be forced up the valley of Red River, when, by the 
concentration and co-operation of your force with his, the enemy may 
be taken in detail and a decisive blow stsuck for the department. 
Since writing the above, the courier from Houston brings the intelli- 
gence that Franklin’s corps was, on the 17th instant, landing between 
Sabine Pass and Galveston. ‘his you will see by General Taylor’s 
letter was the day on which Grant’s column was crossing at Berwick’s — 
Bay. Ishall be ready to come on the receipt of your telegram, but, 
from the movements of the enemy below, can give you no assurances 
regarding the length of my stay. 
We must present a determined front to the enemy, and give every evi- 
‘dence of holding the line of the Washita. The taking down of the 
telegraph line between Rockport and Camden I fear is. injudicious. I 
repeatedly telegraphed to Mr. [L. C.] Baker, the superintendent, that I 
did not wish itdone. Its removal discourages our.own people, and may 
cripple our future operations. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 


BonHAM, TEX., September 21, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boees: 
GENERAL: I hear nothing of the troops ordered to re-enforce me. I 
inclose herewith copies of three letters,* which are important, as show- 
ing the effect which is being produced upon the Choctaws. These peo- 
ple have been the most true to the South of all the nations, and their 
territory is contiguous to Texas. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF TEXAS, &C., 
Sabine Pass, September 22, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY HE. McoCuLtoca, 
Commanding Northern Sub-District : 

GENERAL: I am instructed by Major-General Magruder to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of your several communications, and to inform yott 
that their subject-matter has been attended to. In regard to your ad- 
ministration of the Northern Sub-District, the major-general command- 
ing desires that you will, if possible, combine the forces of Generals 
Steele, Bankhead, Cooper, and Cabell, and retake Forts Gibson and 
Smith, if you deem it practicable. In regard to this frontier, affairs are 
in statu quo, though we are momentarily expecting a renewal of the 
attack with an increased force of the enemy. There are still six ves- 
sels off the bar. The recent stirring events in this quarter have pre- 
vented the general from replying to your communication more at length, 
and he instructs me to assure you that nothing else would have caused 
such brevity in his replies. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
STEPHEN D. YANCEY, 
_ Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* Not found. ~ 
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CAMP AT —, September 22, 1863—3 p. m. 
Col. J. C. Monrox, 
Commanding General Cabell’s Brigade: 


Str: I have just got in camp, after riding 75 miles since I left your 
camp. I gotin the rear of the enemy, and learned the following, which 
I think reliable: That Colonel Pace is in command at Benton; that he 
passed down Military road to Benton last Thursday with one regiment, 
not exceeding 500 men; last Sunday 168 more men reached him from 
Little Rock; yesterday 177 men returned from Benton to Little Rock. 
Colonel Pace had with him three pieces of artillery and two 12-pounder 
mountain howitzers, small carriage; one 6-pounder rifle gun. No in- 
fantry had passed down up to this morning at 7 o’clock. The above is 
reliable. Colonel Pace’s men informed my informant that the Fifteenth 
Kansas was moving to Benton on the upper Hot Springs road. My 
informant does not know whether it is true or not. No troops have. 
passed to Benton on South Military road, except one company from 
Pace’s regiment, who took Camden road at Alyff’s. Other sources, not 
so reliable, estimate their number from 400 to 800. Colonel, if your 
brigade was magched in their rear by the same route I traveled, then 
attack them in front with the whole cavalry, the whole party could be 
bagged with all ease. I could capture or kill every courier sent from 
Benton, in case an attack is made. They are passing every day in 
squads of 2 to 6 men. They appear to be very happy in their quiet 
glory; nothing disturbs their peace. I will learn more as soon as I 
rest. If you send a courier to me, direct him to Thomas Crowson’s for 
information. If you need guides, [M. H.] Grogan and others of my 


company will answer. ’ 
G. W. BROWN, 


Captain, Commanding Scout. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Epes AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 225. Richmond, September 22, 1863. 
* * * 2 * x * * 

VIII. Brig. Gen. T. N. Waul, Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, will proceed without delay to Shreveport, La., and report: to 
Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, commanding Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment, for assignment to duty. 

- * ee ha * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Watie, O. N., September 23, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper, Commanding: 

GENERAL: General Steele, having determined to go to department 
headquarters, has instructed me to devolve the command of the troops 
in the Indian Territory upon you until his return. General Bankhead 
will be notified, and directed to conform to your orders. I am also di- 
rected by General Steele to advise you of such instructions as have 
been given General Bankhead from these headquarters; but as you 
have visited the headquarters of General Bankhead, I infer that you 
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are aware of their substance. The headquarters camp will be moved 
‘to Fort Washita until General Steele’s return. The forage which has 
been collected here will be sent forward to your headquarters by Major 
Cabell. The express line will be continued to your headquarters. Gen- 
eral Steele writes that he is in possession of information to the effect 
that emissaries have been among the Reserve Indians. They were 
from Bent’s Fort. 

General Steele expects to be absent ten days. No troops are on 
the way to Bonham that can be heard from. General Steele is under 
the impression that the troops en route to this Territory were stopped, 
owing to a demonstration made by the enemy on the coast. 

Be good enough to inform me of any matter of moment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. CROSBY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


A 


Camp AT RippuwT’s, C. N., 50 MILES FRoM ForT SMITH, 
On Overland Road, September 24, 1863. 
Major-General MAGRUDER : 


GENERAL: I send you a copy of an official communication received 
from General Price’s headquarters. I suppose that I am transferred 
now to his command. On my arrival in the Territory, I was ordered 
up to support General Cabell, who was falling back before a superior 
force of the enemy, in the direction of Red River. I interposed my 
troops about 30 miles north of Waldron, in Scott County, Arkansas, but 
found the enemy going back to Fort Smith, and Cabell going south- 
ward. I remained at Waldron until I heard from General Cabell, in- 
forming me that he was ordered to Little Rock. Returning to this 
point, I received the inclosed from General Price, and am waiting 
General Steele’s instructions before taking up the line of march. I 
regret exceedingly to leave your district, and hope yet to serve under 
you in the field. I received your letter inclosing the order announcing 
the action of General Smith appointing me brigadier, but [E. J.] Gurley 
is not going to respect that. He protested to General Steele against 
my “assumption” of the command, and is here now, but not on duty. 
General Steele forwarded his protest to General Smith. His course has 
had a bad effect on the regiment, and I am in hopes General Smith will 
act promptly and settle the question definitely. Gurley’s course is’in- 
subordinate, and in keeping with the general conduct of Texas officers 
and men. [ think, however, from all indications, that my command, 
with General Price’s, will very probably be forced back to Red River. If 
poe could not hold Little Rock, he will probably be forced farther 

- back. 
I am, general, your friend and relative, 
SMITH P. BANKHEAD, 
Brigadier-General. 
{Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Arkadelphia, Ark., September 18, 1863. 
Actg. Brig. Gen. 8. P. BANKHEAD, Commanding, é&c.: Y 
The major-general commanding directs that until further orders you 
act in connection with these headquarters, and under instructions from 
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them. He desires that you remain with your command at Waldron, 
Ark., where you now are, unless, in your opinion, by assuming another 
position, you can more effectually guard all the approaches to this place 
through that section of country, which he earnestly impresses on you 
the necessity of doing so far.as lies in your power. 

To keep up a constant and regular eommunication with these head- 
quarters, you will cause to be established a line of couriers from your 
headquarters to this place, and you will endeavor to keep the major. 
general advised of the force and movements of the enemy. General 
Steele’s position being not yet known, you will endeavor to discover 
and inform the major-general commanding. 

By command of Major-General Price: 

> GEO. A. GALLAGHER, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CABELL’S BRIGADE, 
September 25, 1863. 
General J. S. MARMADUKE, 
; Commanding Division : : 

GENERAL: A courier has just arrived from Captain [G. W.] Brown, 
13 miles this side of Little Rock. He states that re-enforcements camped 
on the night of the 23d at the Fourche, and, from the best information he 
could get, sets down the force at 1,500 cavalry and four pieces of artil- 
lery, commanded by Colonel Ritter. The soldiers told the citizens they 
were going to Benton, and from Benton to Arkadelphia. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES C. MONROE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HEADQUARTERS. DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 43. } Arkadelphia, Ark., September 25, 1863. 

I. The undersigned, having returned from Shreveport, resumes his 
duties as district commander, and assumes immediate command of the 
forces in and about this place. Maj. Gen. Sterling .Price will resume 
command of his division, and Brigadier-General Frost will resume com- 
mand of his brigade. 

If. The general officers of the command will assemble at these head- 
quarters at 11 o’clock a. m. each day, when practicable, Sundays excepted. 
The chiefs of the staff department will also assemble at 10 o’clock a.m. 

TH. H. HOLMES, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding District of Arkansas. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS PRICE'S DIVISION, 
No. 26. Arkadelphia, September 25, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Sterling Price resumes command of his division this day. 
Brigadier-Generals Frost and Fagan will resume command of their re- 
spective brigades. 

By order of Major-General Price: 

L. A. MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
September 26, 1863. 


The attention of the lieutenant-general commanding has been called 
to the numerous depredations committed by the troops in the vicinity 
of Arkadelphia. This conduct is severely reprehended by the lieuten- 
ant-general commanding, and officers will be held to the strictest ac- 
count for the conduct of the troops under their command. Under no 
circumstances will private property be taken for public use without 
authority from these headquarters. ee 

By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes: 

GEO. A. GALLAGHER, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Arkadelphia, Ark., September 28, 1863. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President : 

Sir: Col. R. W. Johnson goes to Richmond to lay before Your Excel- 
lency the condition of this department.* My previous communications 
must have convinced you they were eminently critical. Events, as they 
crowd upon us, are fast realizing my worst anticipations. The despond- 
ency of our people, their listlessness, their deafness to the call of both 
the civil and military authorities, the desertions from our ranks, checked 
neither by vigor nor clemency, all indicate despair and abandonment. 
Unless a great change takes place, unless succor comes to us from abroad, 
or unless the providence of God is strikingly exhibited in our favor, this 
department will soon have but a nominal existence. Without men, with- 
out arms, with a people so demoralized by speculation that submission 
is preferred to resistance, the immense efforts being made by the enemy 
must be crowned with snccess. 

The force at Little Rock, under General Steele, numbers, from all 
estimates, at least 25,000. They have been re-enforced, and are only 
awaiting supplies before advancing. Desertions and sickness have re- 
duced General Holmes’ command to less than 7,000. General Taylor has 
under 10,000 effective men in his district. He reports General Grant in 
person superintending operations at Berwick’s Bay. Two entire corps 
of his army, supposed to be Ord’s and McPherson’s, with Banks’ army, 
were encamped on the west shore. Texas was openly declared their 
destination. The large amount of transportation accumulated by them 
indicates a campaign by land from Berwick’s Bay. Sherman’s pickets 
extend to Bayou Macon. He has been preparing for active operations, 
and, it is reported, will march, by Monroe, on Shreveport or Camden. — 
When these columns move, the enemy will bring fully 80,000 men to - 
operate within the department. I shall concentrate as soon as their 
plans are developed; but, under the most favorable circumstances, can- 
not expect to bring over 15,000 effectives together. A decisive blow 
struck by us may turn the tide of events; but assistance from without 
or successes within the department can alone prevent the occupation of 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and the Texas coast this winter. Cut off as we are, 
I know not what aid you can give us. Arms and money are our most 
pressing wants, to pay the troops and meet the current expenses. The 


*See Smith to Johnson, October 2, p. 1029. 
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latter is immediately wanted. An officer of the Treasury should be sent 
with full powers. Bonds in large amounts and of small denominations 
should be sent. The redundant currency could be called in by loans on 
the people. This could be accomplished successfully with bonds, or 
interest-bearing certificates, made payable by Congress for Government 
dues. I do not hear from the Treasury Department, and know not if 
steps have been taken for supplying our wants. But foraletter from the 
honorable Secretary of War, stating that Mr. Memminger had or would 
provide for our necessities, I should ere this have taken the matter into 
my own hands. If I do not hear from Richmond, I will be compelled 
to establish here both a sub-bureau of the Treasury and Post-Office 
Department, and will have to raise a loan from the people on certifi- 
cates, pledging the faith of the Government to redeem them in interest-- 
paying bonds. 

I would respectfully urge these matters upon the attention of Your 
Excellency. fs 

With respect and esteem, I am, your most obedient servant, 
. E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Tneutenant- General. 


Abstract from return of the Trans-Mississippi Department, Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith 
commanding, for September, 1863. 
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SHREVEPORT, October 2, 1863. 


Col. R. W. JOHNSON, Lewisville, Ark. : 


COLONEL: J inclose you a copy of my letter to the President.f| It was 
written in cipher, and with my messenger crossed the river and passed 
safely within our lines. As the original has without doubt been re- 
ceived, after making such extracts as you may require, destroy the copy. 
It, with the copy of my letter to Mr. Slidell, which went by the same 
hands to Richmond, is too valuable a paper to fall into the hands of the 


* Fagan’s, Frost’s, McRae’s, Parsons’, and Tappan’s brigades. 

+ Carter’s and Dobbin’s brigades. 

¢{ Marmaduke’s and Shelby’s brigades. 

§ No reports; aggregate present and absent ‘‘ estimated” on original return. 
|| Or Steele’s division, consisting of Cabell’s and Cooper’s brigades. 

q Probably that of September 11, p. 1003. 
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enemy. My letter from Arkadelphia* to the President is open;, you 
can read, take notes, and seal up the envelope. A clear exposition of 
our affairs and the wants of the department can be got from the two 
letters. I may have made a gloomy picture, but believe have presented 
facts in their true light. The misunderstanding between Price and 
Holmes is greater than I imagined, nor do I believe they can serve 
long together. Whilst I respect and love General Holmes for his un- 
selfish patriotism and purity of heart, I believe the public interests 
-would be advanced by removing him to a command east of the river, 
and by sending Buckner with rank to command Price. If you agree 
with me, you can urge this upon the President, and I will write also and 
will inform General Holmes of my course and belief in the matter. 

Mr. Pinson, who conducted Captain Lynch, with my dispatches to — 
the President, safely within General Hardee’s lines, has returned. I 
inclose you notes sent back by Captain Lynch relative to Pinson.j He 
may beof assistance to you, and will await you here, or will meet you, 
on any day fixed, at Vernon, Jackson Parish, or any other point you may 
determine upon. Can you not come this way? Answer me by return 
courier, who will receive and deliver your answer. 


I am, colonel, sincerely, yours, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 


Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 

Shreveport, La., October 2, 1863. 

Lieut. Gen. T. H. Hotes, 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 

GENERAL: On arrival I find affairs in Northern District of Texas 
involving difficulties beyond my expectation. Some 2,500 or 2,800 de- 
serters, with arms, have collected in that country, and Bankhead’s force 
is ordered there to prevent their organization being perfected. 

Respectfully, 
HK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General. 


[HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, ] 
; Shreveport, La., October 2, 1863. 
General T. H. HoLmEs, 
Arkadelphia : 

Lieutenant-General Smith directs that you order Acting Brigadier- 
General Bankhead to proceed forthwith with his brigade to Bonham, 
Tex., and report to Brigadier-General McCulloch. 

S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SHREVEPORT, LA., October 2, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Siz: I left General Steele’s headquarters in the Indian Territory 
about the 15th ultimo, and arrived at this place on the 30th. My pur- 


“See that of September 28, p. 1028. ; t Not found. 
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pose in coming was to consult with General Smith in regard to Indian 
affairs. I shall visit the Choctaws again, which circumstances have 
rendered necessary, and then (about the 15th instant) will set out for 
Richmond. 

Since July last, when I first reached the Territory, I have remained 
within its limits, engaged in the discharge of my official duties, except 
when visiting General Smith. 

I regret to state that the Cherokee country is wholly in the possession 
of the enemy, and raids have been made by them into the Creek and 
Choctaw countries. Some dissatisfaction and despondency exist among 
the people of those Nations, but I have heard of no instances of dis- 
affection. General Smith fully appreciates the importance of defending 
the Indian country, and is giving the Indians all the assistance and en- 
couragement in his power. I have received no communication from the — 
War Department since I left Richmond. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. S. 8. SCOTT, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
kichmond, Va., October 3, 1863. 
General E. Kirspy SMITH, 
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department : 

My DEAR Sim: My letter of July 14 covers many of the points ad- 
verted to in your communication of September 11. Measures have been 
agreed upon with the Secretaries of War, the Treasury, and the Navy 
which, it is believed, will relieve your financial difficulties, and enable 
the draughts upon the several departments to be met. 

The Secretary of War will write you fully with respect to the meas- 
ures adopted to obviate the inconveniences to your military adminis- 
tration growing out of the difficulties of communication between your 
department and Richmond. ; 

I have been gratified to perceive the evidences of the harmonious and 
cordial relations existing between yourself and the Governors of the 
Trans-Mississippi States, and appreciate the steps you have taken to 
promote this friendly feeling. 

With best wishes for your health and successful execution of your 
difficult duties, Iam, very respectfully and truly, yours, 

ay JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


OCTOBER [4?], 1863. 
General J. S. MARMADUKE, Commanding Division : 


GENERAL: I dislike very much to begin, at the commencement of our 
connection with you, with complaints; but justice to the men under my 
command demands that I should clear them of the obloquy cast upon 
them, and prevent them from being imposed upon. Accusations have 
been made, or insinuated, at headquarters, that the Twenty-first Regi- 
ment has been shirking service and trying to get away to Texas; that 
we were committing extraordinary depredations on private property, &c. 

While we have been called on for details for more men than were fit 
for duty in the camps, we were picketing the Arkansas River at the 
time of the fall of Little Rock, with headquarters 20 miles below the 
Rock. We were left there without orders, when the army retreated, with 
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20 well men and three times as many sick. I waited for orders till the 
next morning, when I called in my pickets and fell back to Princeton, 
where we had some 300 sick, where we impressed wagons to carry the 
sickest, and went to Arkadelphia. On September 15, I received an or- 
der from General Price placing me in command of a convalescent camp, 
comprised of this regiment, McKie’s and Morgan’s squadrons, and 200 
infantry, the camp to be under the direction of Dr. C. M. Taylor, med- 
ical director (marked D).* He first instructed me to move on slowly in 
the direction of Washington, and somewhere in that vicinity establish 
@ permanent camp; but afterward told me to camp at Cold Springs, 
15 miles from Arkadelphia, unti! he came out, which would be in a day 
or two, and he would give me further instructions. On September 18, 
we drew rations for the sick till the end of the month, at the expi- 
ration of which time the doctor informed us we would be at Wash- 
ington. On the 20th, 1 received an order, a copy of which is herewith 
sent (marked A).* Under that order I sent on and had the’ camps 
selected. The next day Dr. Norris, our chief surgeon, received a com- 
munication from Dr. Taylor, telling him that he had learned that the 
camp we occupied was a very unhealthy location—that the water was 
unhealthy—and to move the camp on toward Washington. On the 22d, 
I moved the camp 10 miles toward Washington, not only because of 
the doctor’s instructions, but on account of forage. At this camp, on the 
24th, I wrote to the general asking for written instructions. My letter 
was returned with the indorsement that “this matter is subject to the 
direction of Surg. O. M. Taylor, inspector of hospitals.” A copy of the 
letter and indorsement is sent (marked B).* I moved on then, after 
seeing Dr. Taylor, and received his instructions to move on toward 
Washington, at my discretion, stopping wherever I found water and 
forage, and remained at each camp as long as we could obtain forage, 
and arrived at or near Washington on the last day of the month, the 
day on which our requisitions for rations expired. On that day Major 
[C. L.] Morgan was placed in command of the camp, and I received in- 
structions from him to remain where I was until he saw me, when he 
located the present encampment. 

If any blame is attachable to any of these troops for coming here, it 
belongs solely to myself, and if I did not have the authority to act as I 
did, I at least thought I had, and I was influenced neither by a desire 
to get away from the enemy nor to get to Texas, but solely by the desire 
to render the suffering soldiers of my command as comfortable as pos- 
sible. And no brave and generous man who knows the privations and 
hardships to which this regiment has been subjected, the incredible 
amount of sickness they have endured, would suspect them of anything 
unworthy brave and chivalrous soldiers. True, there is many a poor, 
sick fellow who is pining to see his home and family, but, in proof that 
they would do nothing dishonorable to get there, you have but to com- 
pare the record of desertions with that of the other regiments of this 
command of General Holmes. They came to this State with plenty of 
transportation and a quantity of commissary stores. At their first intro- 
duction they were robbed of both; for months at a time they have been 
entirely without transportation, and without a cooking utensil in the 
world or a bag in which to draw their rations. They have had to pay out 
the last dollar they had for the cooking of their bread, and, when their 
money was gone, to cook their pittance of meal in the ashes, without 
sifting. They have been kept in the swamps until their systems have 

- become poisoned with miasma and malaria, and have borne all without 


* Not found, 
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a murmur, and have been ever ready to perform their duty as good sol- 
diers, and now, forsooth, because they are sick and unable to perform 
service, they must labor under suspicion and obloquy. So far as dep- 
redations are concerned, there have been, perhaps, as few committed 
as by any command of the same size in the army. Little or no com: 
plaint has been made to me, and wherever complaint has been made I 
have made restitution or given satisfaction to the parties. And here I 
will take occasion to say that, while traveling through the country where 
these complaints have been made, it has been next to impossible to 
obtain supplies; we have had to impress almost everything, and where 
these citizens refused to sell meat and forage they thought it enough to 
say that “ they did not want to sell it,” or “that they had more Con- 
federate money than they wanted.” That a few hogs were killed and 
some fodder taken, I do not doubt, but that we deserve the name they 
made for us is not true. I have used various measures to stop it, and I 
believe I have almost, if not quite, succeeded; and without adequate 
guards, which I have not the men to furnish, it is no easy matter. In’ 
fact, there are mitigating circumstances that the citizens here (who have 
never seen much of soldiers) do not understand. On the Missouri raid 
and in the Mississippi bottoms, where they had liberty from citizens to 
take what they wanted, they got very confused notions about the rights 
of property, and it is difficult to set them right. 

So far as details are concerned, we had the day previous to our leav- 
ing Arkadelphia 75 men present for duty, and enough detached to make 
in all 106 men for duty. The day we left we were called on by General 
Price for 32 men to establish a courier line to Shreveport; on the 29th, 
for 60 men for a scout to report to Lieutenant [William M.] Walton; and 
on the 30th, for 15 men more for the courier line. This last order for a 
detail for 15 men I did not furnish, but stated on it that I had only 33 
men in camp well enough for duty, and that I had 235 sick of my own 
command, besides 100 sick infantry, and the general would see that it 
was impossible to furnish the detail. On the 2d, we received an order 
placing us under your command, and, on the 3d, General Holmes sends 
to Major Morgan an order to cause (a copy of which is hereto annexed, 
marked C)* the detail of 15 men to, be made, and censures me for dis- 
obeying his order. 

Now, general, I should like to know who I am to obey. My instruc- 
tions place me under orders of the medical director and inspector of 
hospitals. He directs me to go to a certain place; the general wants to 
know why I went there. You are placed in command of us, and direct 
us to use diligence ia collecting all our men together as quickly as pos- 
sible. The next day General Holmes sends an order to scattey them. 
In his order to Major Morgan to cause the 15 men to be detailed, the 
general says ‘‘ that guards for the camp must be furnished from the con- 
valescents.” Heseems to forget that we are cavalry; that we have to go 
3, 4, and 5 miles, and go into the fields and gather corn, and haul it, 
and that we have to have commissary details. We have 500 horses to 
forage, and 33 men barely furnish details for one day, and ‘it is very 
hard to put men on fatigue duty every day, and these men are only 
convalescents themselves, for we put every man on duty who has not a 
surgeon’s certificate, and one who hasI cannot putonduty. They seem 
to have an idea at headquarters that we are not as sick as we represent. 
I know it is difficult to believe that a regiment could get into sucha 
condition, but it is, I am sorry to say, toc true. The men are notshirk- 
ing duty; they have always preferred active service to lying in camps. 


* Not found, 
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Many of the men with Lieutenant Walton got up out of their sick beds 
to go, and the lieutenant himself did the same thing; and to-morrow, if 
a scout were called for, every man who could sit on a horse would be will- 
ing to start. Our brigade has been broken up, and the brigade quar- 
termaster ordered away, and our regimental quartermaster ordered to 
furnish all the troops in the convalescent camp. Is this right? And 
how is the quartermaster to account for these supplies on his returns ? 
Excuse me, general, for annoying you with all this; but as we are 

placed under your command, I thought it but just to correct the im- 
pression that has gone out concerning us, and likewise to appeal to 
you for protection against impositions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. M. RUST, 
Capt., Comdg. 21st Regt. Texas Cavalry and Convalescent Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., October 7, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES, . 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 


GENERAL: Your communication of the 5th instant has been re- 
ceived. 

The removal of the stores from Washington, and taking a position 
nearer the Camden road, is what should be done. The assignment of 
the Arkansas troops which may be raised to Brigadier-General Fagan 
meets with my approbation. The telegraph from Arkadelphia to Cam- 
den should be removed with as little delay as possible. It is now of 
very little importance to us, and would be lost on any move in face of 
the enemy. You can connect yourself by a courier line with the tele- 
graph at Camden, or at some point intermediate between Camden and 
Magnolia. . The distance will be under 50 miles, and dispatches can be 
carried in six or seven hours. Your stores, except such as are imme- 
diately needed, say one month’s supplies, should be removed as rapidly 
as possible from Washington. Shreveport is the safest point, where 
the bulk of them should be sent. If you will look at the map, you will 
see that the routes from Little Rock and Pine Bluff by Camden are the 
most direct and the most practicable ones for the enemy’s advance. 
Supplies are more plentiful, and they, whilst moving directly on Shreve- 
port, the strategic point of this section, give their flank to a junction 
with a column moving from Vicksburg. Your position at Arkadelphia 
is soomouly aS covering the magazine at Washington: A rapid ad- 
vance by the way of Camden will cut you off from Shreveport, and, 
throwing you across Red River at Fulton, will prevent a junction with 
Taylor. Camden is a better position than Arkadelphia for the infantry ; 
the Little Missouri a stronger front than Washita; its bottoms in win- 
ter are impassable. I suggested to you at Arkadelphia to examine the 
country in your rear toward the Camden and Shreveport road, and se- 
lect a position for your main force not liable to be turned by the Cam- 
den road, as is the case with the present disposition of your command. 
You should have a topographical map of the country, showing the 
roads practicable as lines of communication. You will, I think, find a 
road leading from the Shreveport and Camden road, by Woodlawn, 
direct to Arkadelphia. It crosses the Little Missouri low down. There 
is a road direct from Camden to Arkadelphia. You may, on examina- 
tion, find it good to dispose your infantry at Camden and on the Little 
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Missouri, with your cavalry as far to the front as possible. Your con- 
centration at Camden would be easy, and your line of retreat toward 
Shreveport would be secured. The cavalry would find an abundant 
supply of grain between Tulip and Princeton, and in that vicinity, and 
the line of march on which the enemy would be likely to advance would 
be exhausted before him. Supplies, I think, can be obtained in the vi- 
cinity of Camden, for the subsistence of the troops. These suggestions 
require your immediate attention. Taylor will draw in and concentrate 
his command in the Red River Valley, and, when the enemy advances, 
a concentration will be made, and he will be met with our whole dis- 
posable force. This cannot be done till the enemy moves and develops 
his plan. The distances are so great that he must be committed before 
we concentrate. He is too far off for us to reach him, and, should the 
concentration be made before he moves, he may remain on the defensive, 
and the abandonment of one section have been made fruitlessly, from 
our inability to reach the enemy after concentrating. 
I am, general, your obedient servant, 
HE. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Arkadelphia, October 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, 
Commanding Division: 


GENERAL: The lieutenant-general directs me to inform you that no 
orders were given to General Fagan conflicting with the marching 
orders given to him, to which you refer in your letter of the 6th, but in 
consequence of the orders relating to his taking command of all Arkan- 
sas volunteer troops, he was necessarily detained here a day or two by 
the permission of the general commanding, of which fact General Fagan 
should have informed you. It was my impression that a copy of the 
order was made out, relieving General McRae from duty with his com- 
mand, and sent you. I know that itis ordered that they should be sent 
you without delay, and, as you desire, a copy is now sent you. 


I am, very respectfully, 
GEO. A. GALLAGHER, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


% 
SHREVEPORT, October 8, 1863. 

Col. R. W. JOHNSON: 

My DEAR CoLONEL: I received your letter of the 5th this morning. 
I was then on the eve of writing you. The order for the impressment 
of negroes came from district headquarters. Only 500 were asked for 
the work at Fulton, and [ can conceive of no necessity for calling for 
more than one-fourth of the able-bodied male hands in that section of 
country to meet the demand. Colonel [S. S.] Anderson has written you, 
inclosing his letters to the district commander and the post quartermas- 
ter at Washington, [Ark.] The call for three-fourths of the hands was 
onerous and excessive; it shall bechanged. If you desire the entire 
exemption of your negro force, and will make the request, stating your 
reasons, I will give it my immediate attention. To.make an exception 
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without stating the reasons therefor would be unjust, and create dis- 
satisfaction. 

I have made my arrangements for taking command in person. I con- 
cur with you that our interests demand it, and it is in accordance with 
the wishes of the President and in conformity with my own desires and 
determination. General Holmes and General Taylor have both been 
so notified. If I remain here it is that from a central position alone the 
orders can be given for that concentration of troops which is necessary 
before we can hope to meet successfully either of the columns threaten- 
ing us in Arkansas and Louisiana. General Taylor has orders to con- 
centrate his command in the Red River Valley, and is prepared to march 
to the assistance of General Holmes. He understands and desires that 
I should command. 

When the enemy’s plans are developed, this move will take place. 
His columns are now so far apart that we cannot reach them. He must 
first become committed to a forward movement. Our concentration in 
advance would probably keep him on the defensive, and render fruitless 
the abandonment that must take place of one or the other section when 
a concentration is made. 

The expedition from Berwick’s Bay has sailed; whether the mouth of 
the Brazos, Lavaca, Brazos Santiago, or Mobile is its destination future 
events will soon decide. It is on a formidable scale, and if it lands in 
Texas will meet comparatively little opposition. 

I agree with you that General Holmes’ military ability is of a higher 
order than General Price’s; the latter has more the confidence and love 
of the troops. It is unfortunate that their differences could not have 
been reconciled. They are, however, beyond the healing power of any 
physician but separation, and they will not act together with that har- 
mony which is essential to success. 

If no move is made by the enemy this winter, I shall be a good deal 
with the headquarters of that army, and may remove one or the other 
to department headquarters to administer in my stead. If Cleburne 
can be sent here, he will be a valuable addition. He should have more 
rank, if possible. 

I wish you success in your mission; its importance to us cannot be 
too highly appreciated. It looks as if the enemy were now urging the 
war for boundary, and in that intent were determined upon the conquest 
of these States west of the Mississippi. 

I have spoken so freely to you of my views in this letter that I hope 
you will regard it as confidential; in military movements I do not believe 
too much reticence can be observed. 

I am, colonel, sincerely, yours, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Sabine, O. N?, October 9, 1863, 
Lieut. Col. JAMES BOURLAND, 
Commanding Battalion, &e. : 

COLONEL: General McCulloch, commanding the Northern Sub- District 
of Texas, has ordered out the minute companies in the counties of Cooke, 
Denton, Montague, Wise, &c., which companies are ordered to report to | 
you. You will assume the command of all such forces as are reported to 
you under General McCulloch’s order, and consider yourself as specially | 
charged with the protection of that portion of the frontier bordering on 
the settlements of those counties. With regard to your movementsand - 
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the distribution of your forces, much is left to your knowledge of the 
country and the habits of the hostile Indians depredating on the fron- 
tier. You will put yourself as early as possible in communication 
with the commanders of the minute companies referred to, and organize 
your force as rapidly as circumstances will admit. 
_ By direction of Brigadier-General Steele : 

J. F. CROSBY, 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HpDQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Blue, OC. N., October 9, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper, Commanding First Brigade : 

GENERAL: General Steele directs that you order Colonel Martin to 
proceed with his regiment (Fifth Texas Partisan Rangers) to Bonham, 
Tex., where he will report to Brigadier-General McCulloch, command- 
ing Northern Sub-District of Texas. The exigencies of the service re- 
quire the use of these troops temporarily in that district. 


I am, general, &c., 
J. F. CROSBY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS First DIVISION, INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Magruder, near Perryville, October 9, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby SM1TH, 
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, 
dated September 1, 1863, relative to the question of rank between Gen- 
eral Steele and myself, informing me thai if I have not my commission 
it will be necessary to obtain it from Richmond, and, when forwarded 
to you, the question of rank will be determined and the senior assigned 
tocommand. I believe that in my former letter, inclosing copy of order 
from the Secretary of War assigning me to duty as Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs, you were informed that I had not received the commission. 
I also inclosed statements from Captain [J. D.] McCamant and Captain 
[W. H.] Wooten that about the middle of September, 1862, General Pike 
told them on Red River that I wasappointed; that Captain [T.J.] Mackey, 
a member of his staff, heard the President say so, and that he saw the 
commission made out at the War Department. Hon.S.8. Scott, Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, stated to me that he left Richmond on the 15th 
of August, 1862, and that Captain Mackey left that city prior to that 
date. General Steele’s letter, which I forwarded, states that his letter of 
appointment bears date of 11th of September, 1862. It is, therefore, 
certain that I am General Steele’s senior. I also stated to General 
Price, and requested the papers to be forwarded to you, that I had 
submitted to what I deemed a wrong, with the hope that the interests 
of the country would be advanced thereby, but having become satisfied 
such would not be the case, I insisted on my right of precedence. I 
did not, and do not, disparage General Steele’s merits, and founded my 
opinion on what I saw after he took the field. His want of acquaintance 
with the people and the topography of the country satisfied me that his 
administration of affairs would be a failure. Subsequent events have, 
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unfortunately, sustained that opinion, and it is proper you should know 
that he has so entirely lost the confidence of the Indians that it-will be 
impossible to hold them together under his command. I have been 
heretofore, and am yet, willing to make any personal sacrifice for the 
interests of the country, but when I know the sacrifice will avail nothing, 
am discouraged. Iinclose letter from President Davis,* from which you 
will see the matter has been laid before the Adjutant-General, and 
probably decided, but, cut off as we are from intercourse with Richmond, 
your decision is virtually a denial of redress. 

It is with you to continue General Steele in command at the hazard 
of losing our Indian allies, and with them the Indian Territory. I shall 
endeavor to do my duty as long as any Indian troops remain in our 
service, which, I fear, will not be long under General Steele’s adminis- 

tration. ; 
IT am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DOUGLAS. H. COOPER, 
Brigadier- General. 


(Indorsement.] 


DECEMBER 11, 1863. 

Respectfully submitted to the President. 

Brigadier-General Steele was appointed October 3, 1862, to take 
rank September 12, 1862. Brigadier-General Cooper was appointed 
June 23, 1863, to take rank May 2, 1863, and has-not yet been nomi- 
nated for confirmation. ‘There is no order in this office which required 
his appointment at an earlier date, although it is believed he was acting 
in the capacity of brigadier-general early in 1862. As by the inclosed 
papers t it appears to be the united wish of the various Indian tribes 
who have been so long serving under his command that he should con- 
tinue to exercise control over them, and in whom they appear to have 
the most implicit confidence, I respectfully suggest that, in nominating 
bim for the rank of brigadier-general, it be recommended that he take 
back rank, to correspond to date of his former command, and that in 
the mean time he be placed in the entire command of the Indian De- 
partment, and that General Steele be withdrawn from that command. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8S. A., 
Richmond, Va., October 10, 1863. 
General E. Krirpy SmirnH, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: Your dispatches by - to the President and the De- 
partment have been duly received. The President, being on the eve of 
a trip to the armies of the West (this side the Mississippi), after giving 
them consideration, has intrusted to me the duty of reply. The una 
nimity which characterized the deliberations of the council of Governors 
and other leading functionaries assembled by you at Marshall, Tex., as 
well as the results of their deliberation, have given great satisfaction. 
The effect of their united and patriotic action must prove salutary and 
encouraging to the people of your department, and, with the confidence 
so fully manifested to yourself, must strengthen and aid your military 
operations. It is not meant to commit the Executive here to the sanc- 


* Not found; but see indorsement, below. 
t See Boudinot to Davis, with inclosures, pp. 1103-1108, 
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tion in all particulars of the recommendations of that council, for some, 
it is feared, may transcend the measure of power which the President 
might feel himself authorized, without further legislation, to exercise, 
or which he could constitutionally delegate ; but the spirit and aims of 
the convention, as manifested in their action and address, have his 
cordial approval and will receive his co-operation and sanction. Your 
own action, too, in its spirit and purpose, receives his commendation 
and enhances his confidence, though in some particulars he does not 
feel himself at liberty to delegate powers reposed in him as fully as the 
requirements of your situation have induced you to suggest. When it 
was suggested, in my former semi-official letter, that you would have 
to exercise powers of civil administration, it was, of course, only meant 
such matters of an administrative character as were naturally promo- 
tive of or connected with military operations and appropriately per- 
tained to the executive functions of the Confederate Executive. These 
limitations naturally were implied, and there was no idea of either dis- 
pensing with or trenching on the civil powers belonging to the States 
or to the regular civil administration thereof. What I had particularly 
in mind were the various administration branches of service that min- 
ister to the supply, equipment, and furnishing of arms in all their 
branches of service. Thus, it seemed to me difficult, if your depart- 
ment was to be self-sustaining, that you could manage without official 
arrangements analogous to our bureaus, and I ventured to suggest the 
establishment of such in effect, if not in name. These, to some extent, 
I perceive, you have proceeded to establish, and in view of the impor- 
tance of the trade in cotton, and the necessity of regulating it, you 
have gone to the extent of establishing what you style a Cotton Bureau, 
for the preservation and control of the supplies of that important staple, 
so necessary to furnish exchange and importations. The wisdom of 
these steps is not doubted ; but it is desirable that, so far as practica- 
ble, these measures should be accomplished in conformity to existing 
laws and through existing recognized officers. 

Now, the main offices of our different bureaus may be executed effect- 
ively by assigning or placing at the head of each an existing military 
officer or agent already appointed for your department by one of the 
bureaus here.. A chief commissary may discharge the duties, with the 
aid of appropriate subordinates of the Bureau of Subsistence. A lead- 
ing quartermaster, a competent adjutant, a chief of ordnance, the agent 
appointed by the Niter and Mining Bureau for your department may 
each, with appropriate assisting officers, discharge the duties of the 
corresponding bureaus here. 

In like manner the aims of your Cotton Bureau, with change of name, 
which would probably be judicious, might also be practically as well 
obtained by assigning to it some quartermaster, or investing the agent 
selected by you with some appropriate military rank, These officers 
will hold, naturally, positions of proper subordination to you, and you 
may, as auxiliary branches, report, as occasion may allow, to the depart- 
ment here, by which their reports can be referred to the respective 
bureaus, and harmony of action secured. 

I early saw another necessity of your several departments would be 
the command of funds without the necessity of transmitting beforehand 
estimates here, and then receiving notes or moneyinreturn. I thought 
in the first instance to have arranged with the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to establish an office of issue in your department, but, after at first 
inclining to it, the Secretary of the Treasury found such difficulties in 
the conveyance of what he considered the necessary machinery, that he 
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declined the task, and we were compelled to rely on the doubtful expe- 
dient of sending you funds, taking the double chance of remitting 
both by land and from the West India Islands by sea. Considerable 
amounts have been sent in this way, and, I trust, before this have been 
received. More recently it has been determined, under the suggestion 
of the President himself, that the Secretary of the Treasury should ar- 
range, by restamping the old notes, or otherwise, to make issues in your 
department ; and that instead of your disbursing officer being obliged 
to await the slow process of sending on estimates and receiving funds 
from here, that the various bureaus here should send you a statement 
of the proportion of their unexpended appropriations, properly appli- 
cable, on equitable calculations, to your department, and that your dis- 
bursing officer should draw warrants, to be countersigned by you, or, 
in case of your necessary absence, by such confidential adjutant as you 
might intrust with the duty, in your name, directly on the depositaries 
of the Treasury in your department, and be paid by them out of the 
reissued notes or other funds provided by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The amounts thus placed at the disposal of the disbursing officers of 
the respective branches of the service in your department will be here 
arranged with the Treasury by a requisition in lumps by each appro- 
priate bureau. 

The President, too, has inclined to favor your recommendation of the 
power to issue cotton bonds, or bonds with interest, payable in cash ; 
but on this subject his instructions have been given more particularly 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, who will doubtless communicate fully 
with you on the subject. : 

It is perceived by the President that some embarrassments and incon- 
veniences of a military administration would be obviated by the grant 
of power, as suggested to you, to name and promote officers ; but, as 
shown by an indorsement from him on a former paper submitted, which 
indorsement has been sent you, he does not feel at liberty to delegate 
such executive discretion to any one, as it seems specially confided by 
the Constitution in himself alone. The difficulty may, it seems to me, 
be in a great measure obviated by your power of recommending and 
assigning officers, and placing them temporarily in their commands until 
the sanction of the President can be officially had. . 

While the tendencies of His Excellency’s opinions in regard to the 
number and rank of officers are, as you know, restrictive, yet his confi- 
dence in your judgment and his eminent justice will be seen in his dis- 
position to recognize the claims and sanction the promotions of all judi- 
cious appointees. The great deficiency existing in your department of 
arms and munitions has naturally awakened a solicitude on your part 
which is fully shared by this department. From your references to the 
causes of this, it may be that you may have received from the uninformed 
complaints, which have been rife in your department, the impression 
that there has heretofore been want of due effort or liberality on the 
part of this department in providing arms and munitions for the trans- 
Mississippi States. A candid review of the efforts heretofore made by 
the department and the quantities actually sent, would hardly fail to 
satisfy your unprejudiced mind that there has ever been the anxious 
desire, as well as constant struggle, with the limited resources at com- 
mand, to make liberal provision for the needs of those States. Should 
you think such review desirable, to correct erroneous impressions of neg- 
lect among the people of your department, I will cause it to be made 
from the Ordnance Bureau and sent to you. The need at present exist- 
ing with which I have now mainly to do has been due, as you are aware, 
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to the captures made at Vicksburg and Port Hudson of the stores of 
arms, &c., designed for the Trans-Mississippi, which had been unfor- 
tunately deposited there for convenience of transportation by your offi- 
cers in charge of them, and to the mistake made by the French in seizing 
the cargo of the Goodyear at Matamoras. 

Since the fall of Vicksburg I have not been unmindful of the want 
you would probably experience for arms, and I have earnestly sought 
in several ways to supply you. Instructions were at once sent to our 
agent in London to forward a cargo to Matamoras, and at the same time 
I caused to be chartered and sent to Bermuda a steamer believed to be 
peculiarly fitted for running the blockade and entering one of the ports 
of Texas, to be at Bermuda loaded with arms, and sent thence direct to 
the coast of that State. 

Unfortunately, after sailing from Bermuda, she encountered a violent 
storm, was obliged to return, and was found so damaged she was unable 
to resume her voyage, and will require 80 much time for repairs that I 
have thought it best to resort to other means of supply. I am now en- 
deavoring (with the prospect of success) to obtain a suitable steamer at 
Mobile, and expect soon to send her from there with arms direct to 
Texas. 

Meantime I have been in some measure relieved by learning from 
Major [S.] Hart’s communication that one or more vessels with arms from 
England were off the coast of Matamoras, and daily expected to land 
their cargoes. From that source, as well as through the friendly offices 
of the new government, you have been, I trust, before this at least par- 
tially supplied. By means of the trade established with Mexico, it is 
hoped that you will be enabled largely to supply your department not 
only with arms and munitions, but also with most of the stores required 
in aid of internal production for the wants of your army. As such 
sources are, however, precarious, your energy and judgment will doubt- 
less be directed to developing and urging all sources of internal produc- 
tion, some of which have already received the attention and aid of this 
department. Lead and niter in adequate quantities, I have reason to 
believe, can readily be obtained in your department, and in no long 
period, it is hoped, through the mining operations suitable and the 
foundries and furnaces either begun or directed, you will secure suffi- 
cient quantities of iron, and be enabled to manufacture cannon, shell, 
shot, &c. Such officers and operatives as you may require for these 
works will, as far as practicable, on your demand be sent you. 

Great anxiety is naturally felt by the department in view of the for- 
midable invasion which the enemy seem about attempting. The infor- 
mation received here has led me to believe such plans had been arranged 
on a formidable scale, and, therefore, I was not surprised at the intelti- 
gence. Itis sincerely regretted that the department is not able to render 
you more effective aid; but you have the immense expanse of your de- 
partment, the sparse population, and the absence of important centers 
to be attacked, in the physical obstacles to be overcome, and the hardy, 
enterprising character and habits of the people—advantages which, with 
the aid of your tried generalship and judgment, it is confidently believed 
will secure the discomfiture of your malignant foes, and their destruc- 
tion or ignominious expulsion from the bounds of your department. 

While it is deeply deplored that military considerations, the justice 
and prudence of which are recognized, may compel the temporary with- 
drawal of your forces from such extensive and fertile districts, yet it is 
hoped that the experience of the temporary sway of the unscrupulous 
enemy will, among your people, as it has done almost everywhere else, 
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instead of inspiring the thought or reconciling the feelings to submis- 
sion, only fire their hearts with indignation and nerve them to sterner 
and undying resistance. The first effort of invasion, I am happy to see, 
has been most gloriously repelled at the Sabine Pass, and the expedition 
has returned, foiled and dismayed, to New Orleans. 

The glorious victory recently obtained by our arms at Chickamauga, 
together with the further movements of our armies on this side of the 
Mississippi, will in all probability cause great diversion from the con- 
templated invasion of your department; and there is reason to believe 
that already large portions of the forces designed for the Trans-Missis- 
sippi have already been recalled and are being hurried to the rescue 
of Rosecrans. . 

With the favorable augury, inspired by the brilliant stroke at the 
Sabine Pass and the consequent encouragement of your people, and the 
lessening of the forces meant to overwhelm you with superior numbers, 
the confident hope is indulged that, through the blessing of a just God, 
under your skillful guidance, the formidable invasion of our insolent 
foes in your department may be hurled back with dire loss to them, and 
that at no distant day you may be prepared to retaliate by advancing to 
the rescue of the gallant Missourians from their present frightful 
tyranny. 

With esteem, very truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN DEPARTMENT, 
Camp on Blue, October 10, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. HENRY EH. McCULLOCH, 
Commanding Northern Sub-District of Texas : ; 


GENERAL: Your letters in regard to the disposition of Colonel Bour- | 
land’s command, the movements of Colonel Martin’s regiment, and the 
arrest of Captain [J. D.] Young, were received per yesterday’s express. 
Colonel Martin has been ordered to report to you with his regiment 
without delay. A special courier has been dispatched to Colonel Bour- 
land, informing him that the troops in the counties indicated would be 
placed under his command, advising him (Colonel B.) to place himself 
in communication with the commanders of the minute companies, &c. 
I have charged Colonel Bourland specially with the protection of the 
frontier on the line upon which he is now operating. Much has been 
necessarily deferred to Colonel B.’s knowledge of the country and habits 
of the Indians who depredate upon that section of Texas. You are mis- 
taken in regard to the command to which Captain Young is attached. 
. He commands a company in Colonel Martin’s regiment, and will thus 
be within your jurisdiction very soon. I have not thought it prudent 
to give notoriety to the order of arrest. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Srx MILES WEsT oF TULIP, ON THE MIDDLE Roan, 
. : October 11, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EWING, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
MAJoRr: The enemy drove us from Tulip this morning about 4 o’clock. 
I have not yet ascertained their force; they have artillery. If forced 
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to fall back from this position, I will retire on the lower Arkadelphia 
road. J have but 200 men with me. I had about 70 men on picket and 
scout in the direction of Pine Bluff that have not yet come in. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ARCH. 8. DOBBIN, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


ns 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Jones’ Plantation, on the Arkadelphia and Trenton Road, 
z October 11, 1863. 


Capt. C. C. RAINWATER, 
Chief of Ordnance, Marmaduke’s Division: 


CAPTAIN: The colonel commanding directs me to say that Colonel 
Dobbin, after falling back to this place, pursuant to orders from head- 
quarters to report in person, turned the command over to me. 

The latest intelligence from the Federals at Tulip is that about sun- 
rise they fell back, though the information is not very definite. They 
moved off on the Little Rock road. I am expecting momentarily infor- 
mation from my scouts. 

By command of Col. R. C. Newton, commanding brigade: 

W. O. PEPPER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—— 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Jones’ Plantation, October 12, 1863—4 p. m. 


Maj. Henry Ewine, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, de. : 


Masor: Colonel [Robert R.] Lawther has just arrived, and delivered 
me your order of this date, directing me to move to Arkadelphia with 
my wholecommand. My wagons are in the country after forage, and it 
is so far advanced in the day that I could not very well move before 
dark. I will move at daylight in the morning, and be at Arkadelphia 
early in the day to-morrow. I send Lieutenant [G. D.} Worley forward 
this evening, in obedience to instructions, to Jearn the camp of the 


brigade. 
Very respectfully, 
R. C. NEWTON, 
Colonel, &e. 
HEADQUARTERS, 


Jones’ Plantation, October 12, 1863. 


Capt. C. C. RAINWATER, 
Chief of Ordnance, Marmaduke’s Division : 


CAPTAIN: The colonel commanding directs me to say that the infor- 
mation received from scouts is that “the Federals have evacuated 
Tulip, one regiment going to Benton and the other to Pine Bluff.” 

By command of Col. R. ©. Newton, commanding brigade: 

W. O. PEPPER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., October 13, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. T. H. HotmEs, Commanding District of Arkansas : 

GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding acknowledges the 
receipt of your communication of the 9th instant, relative to the im- 
pressment of negroes and the disposition of your command. With ref- 
erence to the latter, he directs me to say full instructions were given in 
his communication of the 7th instant. He wishes you to dispose your 
command in the best position you can find for meeting an advance of 
the enemy from Little Rock, and covering securely your line of retreat 
to Shreveport. It has been his intention to concentrate either General 
Taylor’s force on yours or your command on that of General Taylor’s 
whenever the movements of the enemy should justify it; but with one 
force of his at Little Rock and another at Berwick’s Bay, such a move 
would be out of the question, as, after fruitlessly abandoning one sec- 
tion of the department, our united forces would still be too far from the 
enemy to strike him effectively. The commanding general further in- 
structs me to say that, if the reports concerning General Bragg’s late 
_ victory in Tennessee, which indicate it to have been complete, are 
true, he hopes the force of the enemy at Little Rock will be drawn upon 
to re-enforce Rosecrans or organize a force in his rear to oppose our 
advancing columns. Under these circumstances you would have no 
_ advance from that quarter or Little Rock to fear. 
I am, general, very respectfully, 

E. CUNNINGHAM, 
TIneutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


[HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, | 
Shreveport, La., October 13, 1863. 
Capt. THomMAS C. PEEK, Camden, Ark. : 


Cotton should not be burned on a mere raid of the enemy, only when 
there is danger of the enemy occupying the country where the cotton 
is, or where they are sending for it. 

By order of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 

Camp Sabine, October 13, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. HENRY E. McCuLiocnH, 
Commanding Northern Sub-District of Texas, Bonham : 


GENERAL: Your communication of the 11th instant was received per 
yesterday’s express. In regard to your suggestions as regards the 
change of regiments to be sent you, I would state that I have already 
ordered Martin’s regiment to you, and I take it the regiment is now on its 
way. I would suggest that, in my opinion, this regiment will render you 
more effective service than that referred to in your command. As Gen- 
eral Bankhead goes to Bonham, he will doubtless make the necessary 
explanations in the case of Captain Wells. Captain Young has not 
yet been heard of in this department. Nothing new from the front. | 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


e 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, | 
Shreveport, La., October 14, 1863. 
Lieut.. Gen. T. H. HoLmss, : 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 

GENERAL: In inclosing to you the within order, I am directed by 
Lieutenant-General Smith to say that by reason of the change in the 
positions of the armies of Arkansas and the Indian country, he has 
thought it best to separate the commands for the present. From the 
difficulty and uncertainty of communication between the two armies as 
at present situated, and in consequence of the direct intercourse now 
established between department headquarters and the command of 
Brigadier-General Steele, it is important that he should make his re- 
ports and returfs direct. ’ 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. — 
[Inclosure.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Papert TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 154. Shreveport, La., October 3, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 
Ill. Until further orders the Department of the Indian Territory will 
be separated from the District of Arkansas. 
Brig. Gen. William Steele, commanding the Indian Territory, will in 
future make his reports, &c., direct to department headquarters. 
* * * * * * * 
By command of Lieut. Gen. 8. Kirby Smith: 
8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HpqEs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Sabine, C. N., October 14, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. HENRY E. MCCULLOCH, 
Commanding Northern Sub-District of Texas : 

GENERAL: Your communication of the 12th instant was received per 
yesterday’s express. The intelligence communicated is certainly cheer- 
ing. Do try, general, to get General Magruder to send some of the 
arms to this section. I have heard nothing as yet from General Cooper 
officially, though I wrote to him from Bonham. If I receive no official 
intelligence from him by to-day’s express, I shall express to him by 
courier without delay. Iam at a loss as to what answer to return you 
with regard to your inquiry as to re-enforcements, owing to the entire 
absence of official information from the front. Such information as 
comes to me unofficially leads me to the belief that the enemy does not 
contemplate a speedy movement in force. If a defensive policy with 
my present lines were to be pursued, I could, perhaps, hold the enemy 
in check against his present reported strength. It occurs to my mind, 
however, that if General Magruder could spare, say from 3,000 to 5,000 
troops, and have them put quietly and rapidly into this department, a 
rapid campaign could be made, driving out or capturing such numbers 
of the enemy as are now in the Indian country, destroying his depots 
of supplies, &c. If these troops could be put here by the Ist day of 
November, I should then have sufficient time, before the weather be- 
comes too severe for operations in the field, in which to consummate a 
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successful campaign, as crudely sketched. A movement of this kind 
would render Northern Texas secure from either invasion or raid during 
the winter. I should, of course, leave nothing upon which to subsist 
within 200 miles of Northern Texas. Before he could bring his sub- 
sistence with him, in case he attempted a reoccupation of the Indian 
country, the condition ef the roads would be such as to render transpor- 
tation almost impracticable. I should like to have you think over these 
ideas, and, if. they meet your approval, I would be glad if you would 
‘make the suggestion to General Magruder. The forces thus sent me, 
after the conclusion of such a campaign as I have indicated, could then 
be kept and wintered in your district, where supplies are abundant, in 
case they should not be wanted on the coast. 
Very respectfully, &c., ° 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Indian Territory. 


HpDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Sabine, October 15, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY E. McCuLLoca, 
Commanding Northern Sub-District of Texas : 


GENERAL: Your communications of the 12th and two of the 13th in- 
stant were received by last express. I have not yet had the satisfaction 
of hearing, officially, from General Cooper, and am so much perplexed 
on this account that, unless I hear something satisfactory from him to- 
morrow, I shall go forward immediately and assume a personal direction 
of movements, &c. I trust that you have been misinformed as regards _ 
the action taken by the Choctaw Council. Reports reach me, unoffi- 
cially, that, so far from adopting the policy of neutrality, the Council 
have passed a resolution declaring the penalty of death to attach to all 
persons in the Nation who should advocate such a policy. I cannot 
hear of Captain Young in the Nation, and, were I to hear of him, I 
have no other mounted force to send to arrest him than a detachment 
of his own company, stationed at Fort Washita. As soon as I can seé 
or get in communication with Colonel Martin, I will endeavor to provide 
for his arrest, as asked for by you. Iam at a loss to know why the 
receipt of my order for Colonel Martin’s regiment to report to your head- 
quarters has not been acknowledged. I shall hurry it down as rapidly 
as possible as soon as I can hear of it. The regiment (Martin’s) is re- 
ported, unofficially, within 15 miles of Fort Smith at last accounts. 
Quantrill is reported to have brought with him some 300 well-equipped 
men. Iam anxious to see him, as I am confident that he is better 
posted as regards the enemy in Southwestern Missouri and Western 
Arkansas than any one else. If you have later intelligence from the 
Choctaw Council, and feel that your presence would do good, go by all 
means. I beg to assure you, general, that I am no stickler for cere- 
mony or etiquette when the good of the service is involved. Would it 
not be well to send an intelligent messenger over and ascertain how 
things stand ? 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 
P. S.—I understand that Colonel Scott, the Commissioner of Indian 


Affairs, is in attendance on the Council. I am sure he will advise me 
of the result. 
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HDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
October 15, 1863. 
Col. T. C. Bass: 


COLONEL: General Cooper is moving east, having left Stand Watie 
on the North Fork road, with a small force. You will collect all of your 
regiment, except a guard at Washita, of about 25 men, and move up 
as far as Limestone Gap, to be in readiness to support Colonel Watie. 
You will make such preparations for defense as the means at hand will 
admit of in the gap. Much can be done by cutting down trees and 
forming temporary breastworks to protect the few men you will have. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 


Brigadier-General. 
Commanding Officer at Washita : 
Str: You will obey the orders of Colonel Bass, withdrawing the 
greater part of his regiment from Fort Washita. 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HpQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Near Boggy Depot, October 17, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. CooPER: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 12th, with postscript of 16th, was re- 
ceived yesterday. The inclosed copy of letter from Colonel Martin* was 
forwarded to department headquarters, Colonel Martin having been 
ordered to the Northern District of Texas by instructions from those 
headquarters. You have not put me as fully in possession of the state 
of affairs as I could wish. You do not send mea report of your own 
strength. Please remember this omission, and I wish also you would 
suggest any course of operations that may appear to you as advisable 
under existing circumstances. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Indian Territory. 


[OcTOBER 22, 1863—For Henry E. McCulloch to Magruder, report- 
ing arrival of Quantrill’s men in Texas, &c., see Series I, Vol. XXYVI.] 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN SUB-DISTRICT, 
Bonham, Tex., October 23, 1863. .— 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM STEELE, 
Commanding Indian Territory : 

GENERAL: ILinclose herewith a letter of instructions from Major-Gen- 
eral Magruder,* by which you will see that I am directed to withdraw 
General Bankhead’s (now General [R. M.] Gano’s) brigade from your 
district. Feeling that I have no legal right to give orders to troops 
within your district while I remain in this, I can only request you to 


*Sce Vol. XXVI, Part II. 
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comply with his instructions to me, if you can see that it is at all prac- 
ticable to spare these troops from your command. I fear that the force 
that General Magruder has below will not be able to meet the enemy 
successfully, and if it is possible to spare them any help, it should be 
done. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. McCULLOCH, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. Northern Sub-District of Texas. 


Hp@Rrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Brazil, October 24, 1863. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Adjutant-General of the Trans-Mississippt Department : 


COLONEL: I yesterday overtook the troops of Cooper’s and Bank- 
head’s brigades at this place, General Cooper having moved the whole 
from a point west of the North Fork road to this place, after he knew 
of my return from Shreveport, with the apparent intention of attacking 
Fort Smith. As to whether or not it was his real intention to make: 
the attack, I am in doubt. The movement has placed me in a situation 
of much embarrassment. Both brigades, General Cooper reports, will 
number about 3,000, of which number about 500 are without arms, 
leaving an effective force of 2,500 men, of which more than one-half are 
Indians without drill or discipline, and armed with all kinds of guns. 
The force of the enemy in and about Fort Smith is not less than 2,200, 
well armed and equipped. All, with the exception of one negro regi- 

ment, are white troops, most of whom have seen service. They have 
also more and better artillery than I have. To make an attack under 
these circumstances does not appear to promise good results. A defeat 
would open the whole road to Red River. On the contrary, the troops 
are expecting a fight, and it would undoubtedly have a bad effect upon 
them to retire; especially would it dishearten the Indians. The state- 
ment of the enemy comes from persons well known, who have from ne- 
cessity been driven out of Fort Smith. Their information is in detail, 
giving names of regiments, strength, &c., some of which they had 
counted while marching to and from parade. I have no doubt of its 
truth. They also say that Marmaduke had caused some commotion by 
coming as high up the Arkansas as Dover. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPHCIAL ORDERS, ae TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 172. Shreveport, La., October 24, 1863. 


* * * * * *% * 


V. Brig. Gen. R. M. Gano, Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, will proceed to the headquarters of the District of the Indian 
Territory, and report to Brig. Gen. William Steele, commanding, &c., 
for assignment to duty. . 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISsIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
; Shreveport, La., October 25, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLmEs, 
Commanding District of Arkansas: 


GENERAL: I inclose you copies of two letters just received from Gen- 
eral Taylor.* You will see that the force below, which has so long been 
menacing us, is about finally developing its plan of operations. From 
their position, an advance on either Alexandria or Sabine Pass is still 
practicable. Should the former course be adopted, and the Red River 
Valley be made their line of advance, I shall concentrate your com- 
mand on Taylor’s, and, drawing what support I can from Magruder, 
risk a general engagement somewhere below this point. Prepare your 
command for moving south with as little delay as possible. The smallest 
Arkansas brigade of infantry, with the cavalry under Marmaduke, 
should be left in Arkansas. Your line of march will be either direct to 
Shreveport or by Minden to Campti, crossing the river at Grand Ecore. 
What reports do you receive from within the enemy’s lines? I wish 

you would keep.me better posted. Our friends at Little Rock should 
make you acquainted with every movement of the enemy. 
I am, general, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Tieutenant- General. 


——— 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Camp Bragg, October 25, 1863. 
General FAGAN: 

I am instructed by Major-General Price to direct you to send all your 
cavalry (retaining your headquarters couriers) toward Arkadelphia, to 
act as pickets. They will go at least as far as the Little Missouri, and 
be so disposed as to guard against cavalry raids from theenemy. Gen- 
eral Marmaduke having marched yesterday morning upon Pine Bluff, 
our front will be exposed for a few days, when he will again take posi- 
tion at Arkadelphia and relieve your men. You will also throw out 
infantry pickets, and so dispose of your command as to guard against 
surprise. 

Please report the number of cavalry and command as soon as sent. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[L. A.] MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant. General. 


INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPT., 
Shreveport, La., October 26, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. W. R. Bocas, Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the semi- 
annual inspection made by me of the District of Arkansas and the 
Indian Territory. I find it impossible to make it in so detailed a form 
as I would wish, and can only hope to point out a few general evils 
which I find to exist, remedies for which it will be hard to find save in 
an entire reorganization of the troops and a more rigid enforcement 
everywhere of regulations and orders. 


*See Vol. XXVI, Part I. 
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Major-General Price’s division, as a body, are not such soldiers as 
they should be, when the advantages they have had are considered. 
Taken in comparison with the other troops of the district, they are the 
best I have inspected, but are not what they might be. Their drill is 
good; Parsons’ and Fagan’s brigades very good. In point of disci- 
pline I do not consider that they have nearly reached that state which 
is so necessary to render them efficient under all and any circumstances. 
One of the strongest evidences of this is the great number of desertions 
which have occurred and are daily taking place, particularly in the case 
of Fagan’s and McRae’s brigades. (See field returns and muster-rolls 
of these commands.) This state of affairs could not exist if field and 
company officers did their duty in using their energies and being vigi- 
lant. With few exceptions, there is too little pride and effort at sol- 
dierly bearing among the officers, and too much familiarity between 
them and their men. It is true they had but recently returned from a 
fatiguing and harassing march, but before the expedition to Helena 
they had been stationary for some time, and in their permanent camp 
had every opportunity of perfecting themselves in all the duties of sol- 
diers. The general officers of the command are zealous and competent, 
but are in a measure, paralyzed in their endeavors by a lack of hearty 
co-operation from their subordinate officers. The field officers, and the 
company officers to even a greater extent, allow themselves to become 
too easily discouraged and disheartened at reverses. The exhibition 
of this feeling to the men—the result of intimacy between officers and 
men—makes the men dissatisfied; they lose interest,’disaffection fol- 
lows, and they desert. A lethargy seems to have fallen on the troops 
of the command which has been and will be productive of much evil. 
This can only be removed by keeping them constantly employed with 
drills, the enforcement of rigid discipline, and a requirement of minute 
attention to all military exercises and duties. Petty crimes pass un- 
noticed, while greater ones go unpunished, or the punishment inflicted 
is so Slight as to do no good as an example, and possibly only makes 
the individual resentful. I think that they are past appreciating leni- 
ency, and moral suasion is lostupon them. As far as I know, no officer 
has as yet been held accountable for the desertions of his men —whether 
company officer, officer of the day, or guard—and yet most of the de- 
sertions occur at night, when, by the order in force, no man is allowed 
to pass the lines without the countersign. Some excuse may be made 
for the men, but none for the officers. 

I know that the department is not very fruitful of supplies, but I 
think that with proper energy the condition of these troops could be 
much ameliorated. They are poorly clad, very poorly, and are almost 
destitute of shoes. In comparison to these men, a portion of the troops 
of the Indian Territory (Bankhead’s brigade) are finely provided for 
with clothing and shoes. There is an inequality in the distribution of 
clothing, which may be unavoidable, but why it is so I cannot tell. 
Their arms are of a good character, and generally well kept. Fagan’s 
brigade do not pay as much attention to their arms and accouterments 
as other portions of the command. The staff departments of the divis- 
ion are, as far as can be ascertained by a general inspection, in tolera- 
bly good order. The adjutants-general are the most efficient. The 
quartermasters and commissaries of subsistence do not, I think, fully 
appreciate the responsibility resting on them. This is shown in a few 
instances by their papers. Major [Thomas] Monroe, quartermaster of 
Parsons’ brigade, is $811.49 short. Maj. C. B. Moore, quartermaster of 
McRae’s brigade, has an excess of $134.98. Major [John B.] Ruthven, 
commissary of Parsons’ brigade, has an excess of $175.75. My inspec- — 
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ion was made on the 15th of August, and up to that time Major Monroe 
1ad not made up his returns for the quarter ending June 30, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. D. M. Frost commanded the ‘‘defenses of the Lower Ar- 
<ansas.” I found his brigade of infantry and two batteries of light 
wtillery at Pine Bluff in only tolerable condition. Their drill was not 
qual to that of either Parsons’, Fagan’s, or McRae’s brigade. Their 
rms were not well kept, and the police of their camp was fair. I found 
» very large number of the command sick, and the surgeons complained 
of being much in need of medicines. The post was well regulated. The 
1ospital, in charge of Surg. R. Brunson, was perfectly clean; the sick 
seemed to receive every attention; returns were regularly forwarded, 
ind duplicates kept. Capt. W. W. Johnson, post quartermaster, I 
‘ound to be an energetic and very efficient officer. His returns were 
ull up to date; books, papers, &c., in excellent order. Every care was 
aken of the post transportation, and it was in fine condition. The cav- 
ilry was at South Bend. I found’ them well mounted, poorly armed 
und clothed; their drill and discipline quite poor. Many men were 
ubsent without leave, and many more on incompetent authority. With 
in aggregate present and absent of 668, only 238 were present for duty. 
[This command is almost entirely destitute of accouterments. Captain 
Pratt’s-battery, serving with Carter’s cavalry, is in very fine order, and 
»model command. Their discipline is very good. ‘The men are well 
lrilled, and care is taken of the horses and everything about the bat- 
ery. General Frost’s command—cavalry, artillery, and infantry—are 
yery poorly clad, and are destitute of shoes. The regimental quarter- 
nasters and commissaries of the infantry brigade are not sufiiciently 
yell acquainted with their duties, and do not show a great degree of 
ittention to business. The quartermasters and commissaries of the 
avalry were absent. I found that the conscript law was not enforced 
vith enough energy and rigidity, and that the officers in charge of that 
luty were, many of them, incompetent. Of this subject I made a special 
eport at the time of my inspection. 

The post of Washita, in the Indian Territory, I found in a dilapidated 
nd broken-up condition. From a beautiful post it has come to bea 
verfect wreck. Not a fence nor paling is left, scarcely. The buildings, 
juarters, &c., have been terribly abused, and no care seems now to be 
aken of what is left. Whether these wanton acts of an undisciplined 
oldiery were committed recently I do not know, though I think it has 
een done from time to time. Lieutenant-Colonel [T. D.| Taliaferro, com- 
nanding, is an officer of no energy. The post is badly policed; even the 
juarters of the men are very dirty. The companies are badly drilled in 
ompany drill; are not soldierly in appearance; keep their arms in mis- 
rable condition; have never been drilled but once in battalion drill, 
hough they have been in service fourteen months. The company 
fficers have never forwarded any of the returns required of them by 
egulations. Morning reports and muster-rolls are the only military 
yapers they seem to know anything about. Capt. W. A. Welch, post 
uartermaster and acting commissary of subsistence, is an energetic and 
fficient officer. His books and papers are in good condition, and his 
eturns allup. Hisexpenditures have been extravagant, but they were 
uthorized by his superior officers in writing. Workshops have been 
rected for the repair of transportation. The hospital, Surgeon Foster 
n charge, is clean and the sick well cared for. The surgeons complain 
f great deficiency of medicines. 

The post of Boggy Depot, in Indian Territory, commanded by Colonel 
[. C.] Bass, with garrison of five companies from the Twentieth Texas 
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Regiment, is in about the same condition as Washita. No drill, no disci- 
pline, and of poor military appearance. They have never been drilled 
in battalion drill but once. Colonel Bass, if one judges from the fruits 
of his labors, is an officer of no competency. Captain[W. H.] Wooten, 
post quartermaster and acting assistant commissary of subsistence, is 
attentive to duty, and, though not perfectly conversant with the papers 
of his office, is, | think, an efficient officer. His expenditures are ex- 
travagant. 

Brig. Gen. Smith P. Bankhead’s brigade, composed of Gurley’s Texas 
regiment cavalry, Hardeman’s Texas regiment cavalry, and Krumb- 
haar’s battery, is in poor condition as a brigade. The discipline of the 
two regiments is quite poor.’ Their drill is far below what it should be. 
Gurley’s regiment, commanded by the senior captain, presented a very 
poor appearance. JI called on the three senior captains to drill the reg- 
iment in battalion drill, and each of them in turn admitted his incom- 
petency to do so; finally the senior captain made the attempt, and failed 
most signally. Colonel Hardeman’s regiment was better than Gurley’s, 
but very deficient in all things. The drill was poor, discipline poor, 
arms badly kept, and military appearance not good. Krumbhaar’s 
battery was in very good order; discipline good; drill very good; mili- 
tary appearance fair. The caissons and carriages were not kept clean, 
but the ammunition was well packed and the boxes free from anything 
foreign to their proper contents. The clothing of these men I found to 
be much better than any I had seen. Captain |E. A.] Burke, brigade 
quartermaster, displays energy and efficiency ; his papers were in good 
condition and returns up to date. He had quite a supply of clothing (at 
least one suit per man) on hand not issued. His disbursements were 
not as extravagant as other quartermasters. 

Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper’s brigade, of First and Second Creek Regi- 
ments, Seminole Battalion, Chickasaw Battalion, Pickens’ company 
Chickasaws, Cherokee regiment, De Morse’s Texas regiment, and Wells’ 
battalion Texas cavalry was poorly drilled, armed, and disciplined. 
The desertions from De Morse’s regiment have been very numerous. 
The Texas regiments are well mounted and better armed than the In- 
dians. Many of the latter have flint-lock rifles, and nearly all of them 
have the common sporting rifle. The majority of the Indians are poorly 
mounted on Indian ponies. They are almost entirely ignorant of drill, 
and I believe that, acting with white troops, subject to the same rules, 
and compelled to fight by the same tactics, they are of but little use, 
while as auxiliaries they might be effective against the enemy by allow- 
ing them to fight according to their own ideas of war. It is almost 
impossible to obtain a correct report of their strength, owing to their 
irregular habits and ignorance of forms. Scarcely any discipline is 
maintained among them. - 

The Government is feeding so-called “ indigent Indians” in immense 
numbers. In this, great fraud has been practiced; for instance, I am 
told by the commissary of General Steele (Captain [A. H.] Cline) that 
Col. Tandy Walker, commanding First Choctaw Regiment, who, of 
course, draws his pay as any other colonel, drew rations for his family 
and some 10 or 15 negroes belonging to him as “indigent Indians.” 
Drawing $210 a month as a colonel and owning 10 negroes, he and his 
family cannot be “indigent,” nor are his negroes “Indians.” Maj. L. 
D. [S. J.] Lee, chief commissary of subsistence, is attentive to duty 
and understands his business perfectly. His returns are all up to date. 
Maj. A. S. Cabell, chief quartermaster, seems to be attentive to duty 
and to understand his business; but, by inspection, I find that he has a 
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deficiency of $997. His expenditures, and those of his subordinate quar- 
termasters, made by his direction, are, I think, extravagant. There has 
been no schedule of prices established, it is true, for the Indian Terri- 
tory, as has been done in Arkansas and Texas, but the schedule of these 
two States fixes the price on different articles of produce at, in many 
instances, less than half that paid by quartermasters in the Indian 
Territory. General Steele and Major Cabell are of the opinion that 
impressment is not allowable in the Territory. I am unable to find any- 
thing in War Department orders, the treaty, or the intercourse law which 
makes an exception in favor of these people. On the contrary, the inter- 
course law prescribes that the “ Congress of the Confederate States shall 
have power to legislate on the affairs of the Indian Territory,” and in 
the impressment act no exception nor exemption is made. I beg leave 
to call the attention of the lieutenant-general commanding to these facts, 
and to respectfully recommend that some order be issued which shall 
determine the matter of the relationship in this respect existing between 
the Confederate States and the Indian Territory. ; 

The troops of General Cooper’s brigade are poorly clad, and unless 
some provision is made for them in this particular there will be much 
suffering among them this winter. They give as an excuse for their 
ignorance of drill that they have few or no officers among them capable 
of instructing them. I respectfully recommend that selections be made 
from among the officers on this side the Mississippi who belong to com- 
mands in the East, and that they be ordered to report to General Cooper 
as drill-masters. 

The chief commissary of subsistence is directed tomake requisition on 
Major Lanigan for beef. These requisitions are filled from beeves pur- 
chased in and driven from Texas. This is a drain on thecountry which 
may become our only field of supplies. The beeves when driven several 
hundred miles are not so good as those on the native range in the In- 
dian Territory, and which can be purchased at, at least, as low rate as 
in Texas. I consider it advisable to consume supplies in the country 
occupied as our frontier, and which we may be forced to abandon, re- 
serving those in our rear for future use. There are many beeves in the 
country intervening between our linesand the enemy. General Cooper 
assures me that, if permitted to buy or take them, he could readily 
procure them by sending out small foraging parties for that purpose. 
The cattle in the country belong to the soldiers. Whenever a retro- 
grade movement commences, these men go home to endeavor to gather 
together their stock and drive it to the rear. Thus the command is 
greatly diminished in numbers. If the Government purchased these 
cattle, the men would have no excuse nor desire to go home, and would 
remain with their regiments. 

I forward herewith a condensed report in tabular form.* 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient — 


servant, 
W. C. SCHAUMBURG, 
Major and Assistant Inspector-General, Trans-Mississippi Dept. 


— 


Hpgrs. TRANS-Miss. DEPt., Shreveport, La., October 28, 1863. 
General JoserH E. JOHNSTON, Commanding, ée.: 


GENERAL: I send Lieut. Col. R. A. Duncan to you for the purpose of 
procuring arms for the Trans-Mississippi Department, and ask that you 


* Omitted. 
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will supply him with such a quantity as you can spare from any part of 
your conmand. The number he will be able to transport is about three 
thousand. 

I further beg that you will afford him every facility for the transpor- 
tation of such arms as he may obtain to the Mississippi River, and, 
should circumstances demand, give him an escort sufficient to insure 
their safety. It is eminently important that these arms should be pro- 
cured as near the Mississippi River as possible, in order that the least 
delay may be had in getting them here. 

I would be glad if you would give Colonel Duncan the benefit of your 
views as to the best method of crossing the river, and at what point; 
and if I can be informed beforehand where you will send a force to pro- 
tect the crossing on the Mississippi River, I will endeavor to have a 
cavalry force to meet them on this side. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
» Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Abstract from monthly return of Marmaduke’s division Volunteer Cavalry, commanded 
by Brig. Gen. J. 8S. Marmaduke, October 31, 1863. 
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[HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, ] 
Shreveport, La., November 1, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLMEs: 
_You must oppose the enemy with all the means at your disposal. If 
his superiority is too great for you to risk a general engagement, fall 
back, contesting every defensible point, and destroying as far as possi- 
ble all supplies that might be made available by him. He must move 
slowly, and cannot advance far. Is it not practicable for your cavalry 
to operate on his communication and trains of supplies? Keep me con- 
stantly informed of the enemy’s movements. 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
aan 3 Lieutenant- General. 
HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 1, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. Hotmes, Commanding District of Arkansas: mf 


GENERAL: Your telegram announcing the occupation of Arkadelphia 
was received last night. I hardly think the enemy can be operating 


a ae 
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at this late season with the intention of opening the campaign; they 
may be acting in connection with General Banks, and, by their move- 
ments in Arkansas, intend to prevent re-enforcements going to General 
Taylor. They will not attempt an advance beyond the Little Missouri 
if they find you in force on their front and any opposition is made to 
them. The first heavy rain will arrest any movement, and make their 
position critical. The question of supplies is more serious than they 
anticipate. Should you fall back, everything in the shape of supplies 
and transportation should be destroyed or removed, leaving only what 
is absolutely necessary in the hands of the people. Our own depots, if 
not withdrawn, should be entirely destroyed. I inclose you copy of the 
dispatch sent you in reply to yours. Keep me informed of all the 
enemy’s movements, and, if necessary, I will join you. The enemy’s © 
operations in Louisiana make my stay at this point as long as possible 
desirable. General Taylor has successfully contested the enemy’s ad- 
vance; he has been daily skirmishing, averaging 20 prisoners. They 
have halted at Barres’ Landing, the junction of the Teche and Corta. - 
bleau, a position which still leaves their line of operations undetermined. | 
I am, Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Fictae te Tieutenant- General. 
HDQRS. PRICE’S DIVISION, Camp Bragg, November 1, 1863. 
Major [L. A.] CAMPBELL, Commanding Cavalry ; 
You will report without delay with your command to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Marmaduke, at or near Munn’s Mill. 
By order of Major-General Price: 
[L. A.] MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hp@QRSs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Hardeman, November 1, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. D. H. CooPpER, Commanding Second Brigade : 


GENERAL: I shall to-morrow withdraw the Texas brigade to the rear 
for clothing and other supplies. You will dispose of your brigade in 
such a manner as to enable you to continue the system of annoyance 
now carried on by the Choctaws, harassing the enemy without risking 
an engagement of your whole force. You will keep me advised of any 
movements the enemy may make, in time, if possible (should he move 
south), to place Gano’s brigade in his front. My opinion is that if any 
movement is made in the direction of Red River this winter, it will be 
by the Line road ; it will be necessary to watch for a movement on that 
road. Itishoped that, by withdrawing a portion of the troops, a supply 
may be accumulated at different points for your future operations. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
. . Shreveport, La., November 2, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM STEELE: 
GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Smith directs me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication of the 16th of October, 1863, inclosing 
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letter of Colonel Martin, and in reply to say he deems it best to organ- 
ize the Indians of your command into two brigades, under Cooper and 
Stand Watie, respectively. The whites should form a separate and 
distinct brigade, and ought not to be associated with or put under the 
command of Indians. He further directs me to say that, after this ar- 
rangement is effected, he will send a brigade commander for the whites, 
to report to you. 
I am, general, very respectfully,.your most obedient servant, 
8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIvIsION, 
Camp Bragg, November 2, 1863. 
Brigadier-General FAGAN: : 


GENERAL: I am directed by General Price to give you the purport of 
dispatches received this morning from the outposts. . 

Captain [William] Woodson reports the enemy at Arkadelphia, 4,000 
strong, with three four-gun batteries; that they are making a demon- 
stration on Washington, with a view to draw off our forces from Cam- 
den, that they may occupy the latter place with their infantry. 

General Marmaduke, who was at Munn’s Mill, for want of forage 
moves on toward Little Missouri, and will stretch his command farther 
west. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[L. A.] MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


° 


HDQRS.. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Sugar Loaf Oreek, November 2, 1863. 
Capt. W. H. Wooten, 
Acting Quartermaster, Boggy Depot: 


CAPTAIN: The general commanding directs that you make immediate 
arrangements to place upon the road from Boggy to Riddle’s a supply 
of forage for General Gano’s brigade, now en route in that direction. 
The command will number about 2,000 animals. Have the forage placed 
at convenient distances for day’s marches. Also have a supply at your 
depot for at least three days. ‘ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. CLINE, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 


. Shreveport, La., November 4, 1863. 
His Excellency H. FLANAGIN, 


Governor of Arkansas : 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 30th ultimo, asking arms, ammunition, and tents for your 
State troops. I much regret to say that Iam unable to furnish you any 
arms at present, the capture of two vessels with their cargoes of arms 
and ammunition by the French having thwarted all my plans for sup- 
plying the troops. General Magruder reports 7,000 men in Confederate 
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Service in Texas unarmed. By the utmost exertion I have not been able 
toarm them. I can give you ammunition of all kinds, and have directed 
issues on Major Sale’s requisition. The tents I am unable to supply just 
now, but I hope soon to be able to let you have some, at least, as some 
are making by the clothing bureau. 

Regretting, sir, very much that I cannot give a more satisfactory 
answer to your communication, I have the honor to be, your obedient 


servant 
ere _E. KIRBY SMITH, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 


= 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’S DIVISION, 
Camp Bragg, November 4, 1863. 
Maj. J. P. JOHNSON, . 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General : 

I am directed by Major-General Price to state to you that several of 
the regiments of Missouri infantry now in the Confederate States serv- 
ice are known by the same number, thus creating great confusion in 
designating them. The mistake arose from the fact that some were 
numbered here in accordance with the dates of their organizations, 
while others were numbered in Richmond, in the order their muster- 
rolls were received there. Nothing short of a special order from the 
War Department can correct the evil satisfactorily to all parties. I give 
you a table showing the dates of said organization, which will enable 
the Adjutant and Inspector General to have both data to govern him. 
He can choose either to guide him, but action is respectfully requested. 
The Adjutant and Inspector General has already been addressed on the 
subject by General Price, but without eliciting any reply. 

list.—Jackman’s regiment (Caldwell), now Lewis’, was organized 
August 31, 1862; Hunter’s, now Burns’, September 15, 1862; White’s, 
October 22, 1862; Steen’s, now Pickett’s, November 10, 1862; Clark’s, 
November 16, 1862, and Mitchell’s, January 23, 1863. 

The battalions it is always best to designate by their commanders, 
as, if numbered, they will conflict either with a number of some regiment 
or their own number when augmented to a regiment. 

It is well to remark that there are now six regiments of Missouri in- 
fantry east of the Mississippi, numbered, respectively, First, Second, 
Third, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth, all having entered the Confederate 
service prior to the above, well identified with their numbers. These, 
and the list above given, are all the regiments of infantry now in the 
service from the State of Missouri, unless there may have been some 
organization in Richmond, of returned prisoners, not known here. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: [L. A.}] MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 5, 1863. 
Col. B. F. DANLEY, 
Commanding Conscripts, District of Arkansas : 
COLONEL: Iam in receipt of your note of the 2d instant, and in reply 
thereto have to inform you that Lieutenant-General Holmes has beer 
67 B R—VOL XXII, PT IL 
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directed to place at your disposal two picked regiments of cavalry, to 
assist in collecting conscripts, arresting deserters, &c. Lieutenant- 
General Smith directs me to say this force must be used to advantage— 
no half-way measures resorted to, but action prompt and decided. By 
sending a single company into one of the parishes of Louisiana, 400 
conscripts were obtained, only, however, after shooting four of their 
number. This is the argument which must be used in your district if 
milder measures will not secure the desired end. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: ; 8S. 8S. ANDERSON, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 5, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM STEELE, 
Commanding Department of the Indian Territory : 


GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your communication of October 24, and to say 
you will be guided by your own judgment as to the propriety of making 
an attack upon Fort Smith. General Cooper would certainly have done 
wrong in attacking the place in the absence and without the knowledge 
of the commanding officer of the Department of the Indian Territory. 
Moreover, he should not have undertaken any expedition of the kind 
without previously notifying the department commander, so that co- 
operation by the troops of General Holmes might have been directed. 
The lieutenant-general commanding thinks, from your representation 
of the enemy’s force and condition, that an attack without co-operation 
with General Holmes would be extremely ill-advised. -He desires that 
you will not allow your own feelings or the wishes of your troops to 
influence your decision, 

J am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


NEAR CAMP BRAGG, ARKANSAS, 
November 6, 1863. 
President DAVIS, Richmond : 

If truth needed an apology, I would apologize. Your earnest desire 
to preserve unimpaired the boundaries of the Confederate States is well 
known, and that you seek that, by striving to preserve in the council 
and in the field a morality which shall deserve success is equally well 
known. This fact alone emboldens me to call your attention to some 
most unpleasant truths. 

When Jo. Shelby, or any of the old jayhawking captains, makes a 
raid into Missouri, he and all his followers adopt the pirates’ law of prop- 
erty. Mankind are considered but objects of prey, and, astonishing and 
painful as the knowledge must be, they rob indiscriminately friend and 
foe. Ifsuch work is not soon arrested, it may be continued indefinitely 
for not a friend will be left in all that country to be ruined. Shelby 
boasts that on the last raid he completely “ gutted Boonville ;” also that 
many Southern families, hearing of his approach, had removed their 
goods out of doors, expecting him to burn their houses. In fact, sir 
the Shelby-Marmaduke raids in that country have transferred to the 
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Confederate uniform all the dread and terror which used to attach to the 
Lincoln blue. The last horse is taken from the widow and orphan, whose 
husband and father has fallen in the country’s service. No respect 
is Shown to age, sex, or condition. Women are insulted and abused. 
On the other hand, General Steele, the Federal commander, is winning 
golden opinions by his forbearance, justice, and urbanity. I state this 
without amplifying. Any one can judge what willfollow. If I dare ven- 
ture a suggestion, it would be that the men who have thus deported 
themselves should. be removed from the district, for their very names 
-have become omens of evil. If you wish to get at the truth of these 
things, send a commission in a legal way. Every word will be attested 
by acloud of witnesses. Yet these men have friends in high, very high, 
places; that constitutes the difficulty. That is the only reason why I 
trouble you with it. The evil must be remedied; you alone have the 
wisdom and power to doit. I have written of these things at greater 
length to General Harris and Col. Waldo P. Johnson, the latter of whom, 
I think, must have considerable knowledge on the subject, acquired in 
the neighborhood where the raiders under Marmaduke did much of their 
mischief. There are too many men implicated in these wrongs, too much 
whisky drank in high places, too much disorganization in this army 
corps for these things to be redressed here by the powers that be. I 
feel as if I knew that in all of these things General Smith is above 
reproach ; yet, as these culprits, from their positions, are the only con- 
duits which the law has provided through which he is to receive his in- 
formation of the status and condition of things in the army, it is almost 
impossible for him to correct these things. 

In the beginning of the war I thought and hoped everything could 
be carried on with that decency and regularity that characterized the » 
old army in the field. I soon learned that where untrained officers had | 
to discipline untried men, all of whom were their equals, many their 
superiors, no such thing was possible. I became reconciled to it, and 
am so still; but, soon after, I resigned rather than command a regiment 
in a mob, and Price’s Missouri State Guard became nothing more. 
Things must change, or this army will soon be nothing less. In the 
late Shelby raid, which extended to the Missouri River, not one recruit was 
added to the list from the State of Missouri, which can be attributed to 
nothing but the bad conduct of this army, under its present com- 
mander. 

Having traveled extensively through Illinois recently, I found every- 
thing working there just as we would desire. Your army and Gov- 
ernment have a spotless name, and the respect of all, and the sympa- 
thy of many there. Then to return here, and find our own dear and 
faithful women in dread of our army is too bad. My high regard 
for your character makes me think that whatever is right has your 
sanction; whatever is wrong has your condemnation. Then I conclude 
that, with an army of which you are the chief, private property must 
be respected, and, when taken, which can only be for army use, it must 
be paid for, or some receipt given binding the Government. Also that 
the very name of woman must be sacred. I will not insult my glorious 
chief by intimating that it could be possible for him not to hold to these 
propositions, especially the latter. However, should you discover in 
anything that 1 am not orthodox, your permission to retire from the 
army will set all to rights with me. 

Permit me to reiterate: I do not wish to trust either myself, my men, 
or my cause to any drunken officer. I do not wish to belong to a mob, 
or an army which, by its conduct, cannot be distinguished from one... I 
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will neither aid nor abet any map, or set of men, nor any army, that 
allows women either to be insulted or robbed. ; 
May the great Head of the Church guide and guard you is the daily 
prayer of your humble, obedient servant, . 
C. FRANKLIN, 


Colonel, Provisional Army of the Confederate States of America. 


[Indorsement.] 


JANUARY 19, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 


For attention. For the particular case, it would be well to send a copy 
of the within to General E. Kirby Smith, that he may have due inquiry 
made, with a view to the suppression of such shameful outrages as are 


described. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
November 6, 1863. 
General 8S. CooPER, Adjt. and Insp. Gen., Richmond, Va. : 

Sir: I have just completed the inspection of the infantry command 
of Lieutenant-General Holmes, which I have made as thorough as I can. 
I regret that I am not able to forward you areport in detail. The risk 
of dispatches being captured in transitu is so great that I have concluded 
it is best to defer forwarding my report until I hear from you, believing 
myself it will be safer and more satisfactory to you to bring my report 
in person than to incur the risk. In consultation with Lieutenant- 
Generals Smith and Holmes on the subject, they fully concur with me 
that it would be unsafe to trust my consolidated reports to the hands 
of any one to cross the river. I can, when I have completed my inspec- 
tion of the department, cross the Mississippi River before I write my 
report. I therefore shall await your orders on the subject. 

The morale of the army has greatly improved in the last month, and 
the ranks are again filling up slowly. The retreat from the valley of 
the Arkansas was very demoralizing to the army, and a great many 
desertions occurred; this has all stopped now. The soldiers are well 
fed, and the clothing generally good. The commander, together with 
the officers under him, are doing everything that can be done to supply 
the wants of the men, and I am happy to say they are zealous and sober 
and efficient, and ready at all times promptly to correct errors or abuses 
as the same are detected and brought to their notice. The disbursing 
officers, as far as my labors have been extended, are capable, honest, 
economical, and sober. 

The great wants of the district are men, arms, and money. With 
3,000 or 4,000 re-enforcements, the commander would be able to reoccupy 
the valley of the Arkansas, which is of the first importance to the Trans- 
Mississippi Department. The want of arms greatly embarrasses the 
operations. Ten thousand stand are needed immediately for the use of 
the infantry and cavalry (one-third suited for cavalry). The importance 
of this subject I cannot too strongly impress upon you, and in this con- 
nection I would state that at least thirty thousand stand are needed for 
the department, one-third of which should be suited for cavalry. If it 
was known that arms were here in proper quantities, it would give great 
impetus to military matters. The artillery arm of the service in the 
district is being improved greatly by the addition of horses 3; still, it is 
not so efficient as I hope soon it will be. The guns are in excellent 
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condition, and I hope in my consolidated report to be able to report this 
arm of the service as efficient in every particular. Small-arm ammuni- 
tion is needed, especially percussion caps. Other kinds of ammunition 
are being made i in the department, but I don’t believe in sufficient quan- 
tities to ‘supply the wants. 

The troops have not been paid since the 30th of April last, nor are 
there funds here to pay them. The Treasury Department has sent over 
to this department drafts on the Treasury at Richmond for sums so 
large that they are of no use, the smallest amount being for over 
$700,000. Other drafts have been sent on the treasurer at Shreveport 
for large amounts (some $15,000,000), but, as the treasurer has no funds, 
it is impossible to make any of the drafts available. 

I would respectfully recommend that Lieutenant-General Smith be 
given power to borrow money here, to be paid in interest-bearing bonds 
of the Confederate States. I believe a considerable amount can be 
obtained in this way. 

It would also seem to me it would be well to have reissued the notes 
that have been funded at the depositories in the department. Money 
sent from Richmond to the department should be, I think, unsigned, 
and with such other marks as would make it worthless, if captured. 

“I shall proceed with my inspection as fast as a thorough investiga- 
tion will permit. 

Trusting that you may be able to obtain some information from this 
report, and that I shall be able to advance somewhat our cause in this 
department, I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. P. JOHNSON, 
Asst. Adjt. and Inspector General, Trans- Mississippi Department. 


[Indorsement. ] ; : 
NOVEMBER 30, 1863. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War, in the hope that some 
measures may be adopted to procure drafts in reasonable sea for 
the payments in the Trans-Mississippi Department. 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Hpgrs. TRANS-MIss. DEPT., Shreveport, La., November 7, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of October 
3. I know that the appointing power cannot be delegated by the Presi- 
dent, but, under the peculiar circumstances of our situation in this de- 
partment, I believe the public interests require that appointments pro- 
vided for by law should be acted on here, subject always to the approval 
of the appointing power at the seat of Government. Under this head, 
besides promotions, elections, and examinations, are included brigade 
and regimental staff officers. These officers are provided for by law; 
are appointed on the recommendation of the regimental and brigade 
commanders, and, if disbursing officers, their being appointed and 
bonded is materially necessary to the efficiency of their commands. 
Believing that I was acting within the spirit of my instructions, I have 
since the organization of the quartermaster’s and commissary bureaus 
been appointing and receiving the bonds of regimental and brigade dis- 
bursing officers. Inclosed is a copy of the form used,* which, after being 


* Omitted. 
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confirmed, is forwarded by the first safe opportunity to Richmond for 
approval. 

One of the causes of disorganization in the troops serving west of 
the Mississippi is the absence of bonded officers on the regimental and 
brigade staffs. Commands going back to the first year of the war are 
without disbursing officers, or, if they have them, they are acting under 
illegal and invalid appointments. Scores of officers in the several districts 
in both the quartermasterand commissary departments have been acting 
and drawing pay without the least legal claim to their positions. Under 
the working of the bureaus, the status of those officers was being grad- 
ually but surely determined. When holding positions provided for by 
law, when their services are absolutely necessary, and when recommended. 
by the proper persons, their appointments have been made and their 
bonds received and forwarded; otherwise they have been dropped, or, if 
trusty or efficient and their services needed, have been made bonded 
agents of the Government. 

In connection with this subject, I would respectfully state that unless 
our successes east of the river cause the enemy to draw largely for re- 
enforcements upon their commands operating in this department, the | 
Government must expect and provide for an entire interruption of com- 
munication this winter. Controlling the Mississippi with their naval 
superiority, they will occupy and hold the line of Atchafalaya and 
Washita, and effectually close communication until the fall of the rivers 
next summer. 

I am, very respectfuliy, your obedient servant, 
. E. KIRBY SMITH, 
LTieutenant- General. 


HpD@QRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Boggy Depot, November 7, 1863. 
Brigadier-General [R. M.] Gano, Commanding Texas Brigade : 


GENERAL: [learn that the clothing for your command is here; con- 
sequently, you will proceed without delay to Doaksville, and establish 
your camp in that vicinity. The mere indications are that we will not 
be idle this winter. I am informed from Shreveport that the enemy 
are at Arkadelphia, and will probably continue to advance. The force 
at Fort Smith will, no doubt, act in conjunction with the others; my 
opinion is, by the Line road to the mouth of Mill Oreek (above Lanes- 
port). Inview of such a movement, I wish you at the earliest moment 
to make yourself acquainted with the roads leading in the direction of 
Fort Smith, both in the Indian country and the adjoining portion of 
Arkansas. An engineer has been ordered to report to me, but has not 
yet done so. When he arrives he will be charged with this reconnais- 
sance. In the mean time, parties under intelligent officers must be sent 
out to learn as much as possible of the roads, and they must keep notes 
of such roads, for defenses. The quartermaster and commissary at 
Doaksville have been expressed in relation to supplies, of which, I 
think, there will be no want, the whole tax in kind of Red River County 
having been turned over to the quartermaster at Doaksville. The men 
of your brigade must be made acquainted with the state of affairs, and 
that no time can be spared from preparations for a vigorous resistance 
to the invasion of Texas. 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 8, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. Hotmus, 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 


GENERAL: In reply to your letter of the 5th instant, relating to the 
burning and trafiic of cotton, the lieutenant-general commanding de- 
sires me to say that the War Departmest has repeatedly urged and 
directed that an active force be kept upon the Mississippi River, for 
the purpose of interrupting transportation, and directs that you will 
select an efficient brigade of cavalry, with a battery of artillery, under 
the command of an officer of ability, energy, and discretion, for opera- 
tions on the Mississippi River, under your individual orders, and to re- 
port direct to you, as an independent command, whose special duty 
shall be to break up the traffic spoken of, and harass the enemy’s trans- 
ports as much as possible. 

The brigade under Colonel [Isaac F.] Harrison has been ordered to 
operate in Northern Louisiana. 

He also directs me to inclose a copy of General Taylor’s letter of the 
2d instant,* calling your attention to the supposed movements of the 
Thirteenth Army Corps. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. R. BOGGS, 
Brigadier- General and Chief of Staff. 


HpQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp on Beech Creek, November 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. CooPErR, 
Commanding Brigade : 

GENERAL: I received last night your letter sent by Captain [T. B.] 
Heiston, informing me of the condition of your brigade, and of the opinion 
prevalent with the troops that the Texas brigade is being withdrawn 
for coast defense. My letter of November 1,intorming you that I should 
withdraw that brigade, meant what it read, and nothing more. The men 
were in a very destitute condition as to clothing, and (owing to your 
change of the line of operations from the North Fork road to the Fort 
Smith road)temporarily out of flour. Under these circumstances, to pre- 
vent demoralization and desertion, these troops were drawn back; and, 
with a view to what I believe will be the enemy’s line of operations, they 
have been ordered to Doaksville, from which place General Gano has 
been ordered to push forward parties on the Towson and Fort Smith 
road, and to examine the country contiguous on the east. I informed 
you that General Magruder had sent an order for Bankhead’s brigade. 
I also informed you that I did not recognize General Magruder’s right 
to give any order to troops in the Indian country. With this knowledge, 
it appears to me that you could have contradicted the report that the 
troops were being withdrawn for coast defense. Our cause is indeed in 
a bad condition when it becomes necessary for a commander to explain 
every move that he contemplates to every man in the command, and 
when officers appear to pander more to the whims and caprices of the 
men rather than look to the best interests of the service. I suppose 
some allowance must be made for the Indians, who have been in the 
habit of meeting subterfuge and trickery in their official intercourse 


* Not found, 
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with the white men. I believe your brigade better adapted to carrying 
on a desultory kind of warfare than to acting in masses, and, being in a 
country with which they are familiar, they can keep watch of the enemy’s 
movements, while Gano’s brigade is prepared to meet him upon what- 
ever line of advance he may choose. You céan assure Major [M.] Le Flore 
and all others interested that I shall not of my own option remove our 
soldiers from the Indian Territory, and that I have received no such 
orders from competent authority. 
Your obedient servant, 
: WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 9, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLMEs, 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 

GENERAL: In reply to your letter from Judge Watkins, dated No- 
vember 7, 1863, I am directed by Lieutenant-General Smith to say that 
he knows it is the policy of the Government to destroy all cotton likely 
to fall into the enemy’s hand, but great dissatisfaction has been created 
by wanton and unnecessary burning of cotton which might have been 
otherwise saved and removed to a place of safety. This feeling of dis- 
satisfaction in good and loyal citizens has been so repeatedly brought 
before them that he much doubts the policy of burning cotton unless 
there is a certainty of its falling into the hands of theenemy. He hereby 
revokes Paragraph IX, Special Orders, No. 176, making the exceptions 
in Drew and Ashley Counties, and will leave the matter entirely to your 
discretion. He thinks that by the brigade which has been ordered to 
operate on the Mississippi River the illicit traffic spoken of can be pre- 
vented, and the cotton may be destroyed when it becomes an absolute 
necessity. He will leave the matter to your judgment, and to be gov- 
erned by your orders. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. R. BOGGS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Sabine, November 9, 1863. 
Col. S. 8S. ANDERSON, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Trans-Mississippi Department : 
CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that I have withdrawn Gano’s 
brigade from the vicinity of Fort Smith, on account of the inclement 
weather, the want of clothing, and the increasing difficulty of supplying 
troops so far in advance of my depots. I had previously transferred 
De Morse’s regiment and Howell’s battery from Cooper’s to Gano’s bri- 
gade, leaving only a weak battalion of whites with Cooper, who has 
been directed to avoid an engagement, but to harass the enemy by cut- 
ting off his small parties. General Cooper represents the Indians as 
much excited by what they think is the withdrawal of the white troops 
to the coast of Texas. The Texas troops, suffering for want of proper 
clothing for the season, were commencing to desert. They could not 
have been kept where they were. The Indian troops, habituated to 
being deceived, think their country is to be abandoned. Between the 
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two it is impossible to make any move upon military principles. The 
clothing for Gano’s brigade had been left at Bonham, and the want of 
transportation had detained it beyond the season when it was required. 
It has now reached that command, which is en route to Doaksville, where 
forage and other supplies are more abundant, and where it will be in a 
better position to oppose a movement down the Line road to Red River, 
which, I think, will be the one used should the Federal force at Fort 
Smith advance this winter. That force had been augmented, before I 
left my position near there, by the arrival of the notorious General Mc- 
Neil and a force represented by some at 3,000. This does not indicate 
a sufficient force for any separate operations. It can, therefore, be in- 
tended only as a garrison for the points on the Arkansas River, or to | 
act as a flanking party to the furce moving from Little Rock, the routes, 
converging on Red River; this latter I think the object. A move of 
that kind would give them control of a rich portion of Red River, where 
they can get abundant supplies and interfere much with the subsistence 
of the entire Trans-Mississippi Department. I regret to learn that all 
of the troops from the Northern Sub-District of Texas had been ordered 
south, as my force is not sufficient to keep the force now at Fort Smith 
from moving to Red River. On the 31st ultimo, General Cooper’s in- 
spector-general reported his brigade at 1,643 Indians and 409 whites 
in ranks and on other duty; Colonel Hardeman, then commanding 
brigade (General Gano arrived next day), at 590 for duty, making a 
white force of 999 and 1,643 Indians. To this has been added Howell’s 
battery and a company which came with General Gano. Some Indians 
have come in and others have left; some of the men not armed, and 
most had independent arms. Col. Stand Watie has been operating 
about Fort Gibson, with what force it is impossible to say. His men 
are scattered over the country in every direction. Idoubt the propriety 
of organizing a brigade for Colonel Watie. He appears to exercise no 
restraint over his men in keeping them together, and his requisitions 
upon the depots seem to be made with utter disregard of the numbers 
present or even on his rolls. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN SUB-DISTRICT, 
Bonham, Tex., November 9, 1863. 


Capt. EpmunpD P. TURNER, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CAPTAIN: I have just received a letter from General Steele, dated at 
Sugar Loaf Creek, within 25 or 30 miles of Fort Smith, in which he 
says: 

The force at Fort Smith has been re-enforced by a force from Missouri, commanded 
by the murderer McNeil. General Gano has arrived and taken command of General 
Bankhead’s brigade. His command is in a bad condition. * * * I have trans- 
ferred De Morse’s regiment to Gano’s brigade, and am withdrawing it to the vicinity 
of Red River, where it can be supplied. * * At muster, 31st ultimo, Cooper's 
force for service was, Indians, 1,643; whites, 409; Gano’s brigade, 590. Some Choctaw 
militia are coming and going constantly, so that it is impossible to say what the In- 
dian force is any day. 

From this you will see the true condition of affairs in the Indian 
country, which is even worse than I had thought it; and as you know 
that I have but four companies of infantry and two of cavalry of State 
troops, one company of cavalry and Colonel Martin’s regiment sent to 
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hunt deserters, the general will see how totally unable we are to make 
any defense. 
Most respectfully, &c., 
H. E. McCULLOCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Northern Sub-District. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRks. TRANS MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
_ No. 51. Shreveport, La., November 9, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. L. W. O’Bannon, chief of bureau of the quartermaster’s 
department in the Trans-Mississippi Department, will relieve Maj. J. 
F. Minter, quartermaster, in the duties of chief quartermaster, Trans- 
Mississippi Department. Major Minter will report at these headquarters 
for special duty. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. HE. Kirby Smith: 

S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HpQrs. PRICE’s Div., Camp Bragg, November 10, 1863. 
Major [C. L.] MoreGan, Commanding Cavalry: 


You will hold your command in readiness to move at a moment’s 
warning, and have two days’ cooked rations prepared. You will ad- 
vance all your pickets beyond the Little Missouri. Also send pickets 
to Tate’s Bluff, to remain there, if that point is not picketed by General 
Fagan’s command. You will keep these headquarters posted as to any 
information from the front of a reliable character. 

By order of Major-General Price : 

[L. A.] MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Troops in Arkansas and the Indian Territory about November.10, 1863.* 


DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS. 
PRICE’S DIVISION. 


Drayton’s Brigade. Parsons’ (Missourt) Brigade. 
Dawson’s (Arkansas) regiment. 
Mitchell’s (Missouri) regiment. 
Musser’s (Missouri) battalion. Pickett’s reciment 
Rufiner’s battery.t White’s regiment. 

Fagam’s (Arkansas) Brigade. Pindall’s battalion. 
Bell’s regiment. Tilden’s battery. ) 
Brooks’ regiment. ‘ ; 
Hawthorn’s regiment. Tappan’s (Arkansas) Brigade. 
— King’s regiment. 
Blocher’s battery. 
Ktter’s battery. 


McRae’s (Arkansas) Brigade. 
Gause’s regiment. Unattached. 
Glenn’s regiment. 
Morgan’s regiment. 
Rogan’s regiment. 
Crandall’s battalion. 
Marshall’s battery. t 


Burns’ regiment. 
Lewis’ regiment. 


Grinsted’s regiment. 
Shaler’s regiment. 
Shaver’s regiment. 


Lawther’s (Missouri) regiment (eight com- 
panies). 


* According to Maj. W. C. Schaumburg’s report of November 17. 
t But see Special Orders, No. 222, of December 2, p. 1086. 
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CAVALRY, 


Dobbin’s Brigade. Greene’s Brigade. 


Newton’s (Arkansas) regiment. 
Collins’ (Missouri) company. 

Cummins’ (Missouri) company. 
Denson’s (Louisiana) company. 
Deadrick’s (Missouri) company. 


Burbridge’s (Missouri) regiment. 
Jeffers’ (Missouri) regiment. 
Young’s (Missouri) battalion. 
Griswold’s battery. 


Shelby’s Brigade. 


Elliott’s (Missouri) battalion. 
Jeans’ (Missouri) regiment. 
Shelby’s (Missouri) regiment. 
Thompson’s (Missouri) regiment. 


DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Bankhead’s Brigade. Cooper’s Brigade. 
Gurley’s (Texas) cavalry. Jumper’s (Seminole) battalion. 
Krumbhaar’s battery. . Martin’s (Texas) cavalry, 
De Morse’s (Texas) cavalry. 
Unattached. 


Desha Rangers (W. T. Malcombe). 

Miller’s (Arkansas) cavalry company. 

Saint Martin’s (Lonisiana) Rangers (E. W. Fuller). 

Wood’s (Missouri) battalion Partisan Rangers (eight companies). 


MERIDIAN, November 11, 1863. 
Col. J. GORGAS, Richmond: 
Lieutenant-General Smith has an officer here who thinks, and so does 


the general, that arms may be sent below the mouth of the Big Black. 
J. HE. JOHNSTON. , 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
: No. 53 } Shreveport, La., November 12, 1863. 


In accordance with instructions from the Secretary of War, an auxil- 
iary branch of the “Army Intelligence Office,” subsidiary to that in the 
city of Richmond, ishereby established for the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment, at Shreveport, La., under the superintendence of Mr. R. 8. Thomas; 
its object being to inform the friends and relatives of sick and wounded 
soldiers of their whereabouts and condition; to facilitate communica- 
tion with the army, and to secure a correct list of the deaths which 
have occurred, or may hereafter occur, among our troops, whether within 
our lines or those of the enemy. 

To the accomplishment of these ends, all surgeons will furnish to the 
intelligence office, through the proper channels, and with the least pos- 
sible delay, a list of the sick and wounded now in hospital, and a list of 
the deaths among those who may have been under their charge, giving 
the name, rank, company, and regiment ; whether the death was caused 
by sickness or wounds. In the case of a death in hospital, the date of 
the admission of the deceased should be given. Hereafter weekly re- 
ports embracing the above specified particulars must be forwarded 
promptly to the intelligence office, through the proper channels. 
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Immediately after an engagement, commanding officers are required 
to forward direct to the intelligence office, without waiting until their 
official reports can be made, a list of the casualties in their commands; 
giving, in addition to the name, the rank, company, and regiment, and 
the nature of the wound. i 

Upon application by Mr. Thomas, accompanied by surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disability for field service, the requisite number of men will be 
detailed for clerks in the army intelligence office. 

The quartermaster’s and subsistence departments will furnish to Mr. 
Thomas, upon his requisition, such supplies as may be necessary. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HpqQrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 54. Shreveport, La., November 13, 1863. 


I. All officers in the Trans-Mississippi Department whose commands 
are east of the Mississippi River, unless on duty under orders from de- 
partment or district headquarters, will join their respective commands 
forthwith. ; 

II. District commanders will, in their respective districts, relieve all 
officers belonging to commands east of the Mississippi whose services 
can possibly be dispensed with, and order them to join their proper com- 
mands without. delay, reporting their names to these headquarters, and 
also the names of those retained, together with the nature of the serv- 
ices in which they are engaged. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General JosSEPH HE. JOHNSTON: 


The arms, say, twenty-five thousand, to be sent to the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department, of which you have been advised, are now going for- 
ward. I must ask you to carefully consider the manner, time, and -place 
of crossing the Mississippi, and to confer with General Smith, so that 
he may be fully advised, and provide for their protection after they reach 
the west side of the river. It would seem to me best that the arms 
should be sent in lots, and cross the river at several points, but simul- 
taneously. Deserted houses will furnish material for the construction 
of ferry-boats. If you have an adequate force in the delta of the Yazoo, 
several points in that section may be found less hazardous than those 
below Vicksburg, but of this you must judge from the latest informa- 
tion possessel. 


RICHMOND, November 14, 1863. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


MURFREESBOROUGH, 
November 14, 1863—3.30 p. m. 
Colonel [COLTON] GREENE, Commanding Brigade: 


COLONEL: I have four scouts out looking for the enemy. Have not 
heard anything of importance since my last dispatch to General Mar- 
maduke. One of Monroe’s men reports that there were 200 Federals 
on the Chainey road, 12 miles north of this place, yesterday evening. 


— 
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From the last information I have, the whole number of the enemy is 
1,200. I can give you more correct information this evening, when my 
scouts return. 
Respectfully, 
8. G. KITCHEN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. KITCHEN’S REGIMENT MIssoURI CAVALRY, 
November 14, 1863. 
Colonel [COLTON] GREENE, Commanding Brigade : 

COLONEL: My scouts report the enemy in force 22 miles above here 
at 2 p. m. to-day, and advancing. They are on the Missouri Stock road, 
which is the main road from Caddo Gap to Washington. 

Respectfully, 
S. G. KITCHEN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
[P. S.]—I look for them here about-daylight. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, - ; 
Camp Bragg, November 14, 1863. 
Brigadier-General MARMADUKE, Commanding Cavalry : 

GENERAL: In regard to your position, the commanding general says 
you must be governed by circumstances. If it be possible for you 
to subsist during his absence lower down the Terre Rouge, he would 
much prefer it, as it would render concentration with Price more easy, 
besides covering better his front. Moreover, the general expects to 
make with General Smith permanent arrangements for our future. 

Lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. BELTON, 
LTieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
November 15, 1863. 
,Respectfully referred to Major-General Price. 

I can forage my command for two or three days on the Terre Rouge. 
If I remain here, I can give no protection nor support to the infantry nor 
they to me, unless the enemy should move upon Washington. If I 
make my camp on the Terre Rouge, I cannot protect Washington as I 
am now doing. I wish to have orders on the subject. 

I beg to refer General Price to my letter to district headquarters, 
dated November 14. It more fully expresses my views. 


Very respectfully, 
J. S. MARMADUKH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 15, 1863. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States : 


I have the honor to inclose for the perusal of Your Excellency a paper 
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submitted, at my request, by Dr. S. A. Smith, upon the financial embar- 
rassment of this department.* r 

After careful examination and thought, I feel convinced that only a 
partial and temporary relief will be obtained by the adoption of any 
plan other than the establishment of a branch bureau of the Treasury 
Department west of the Mississippi. The transmittal of funds, now 
difficult and uncertain, may at any moment become impracticable. 

The settlement of the accounts of deceased soldiers is a necessity de- 
manded by their suffering and indigent families. The accumulation of 
moneyed papers is an evil each day growing more unjust and embarrass- 


ing to disbursing officers. These and other evils would all be remedied | 


by the establishment here of the bureau of the Treasury Department. 
I would respectfully bring this subject to the consideration of Your 
Excellency, and request that the coming Congress be recommended to 
legislate for the wants of the people and department in this matter. 
Should it be deemed advisable to place a citizen of this department 

at the head of the bureau, I know no one who, from his standing in 
the community, his financial and administrative abilities, and his integ- 
rity of character, would be better fitted than Dr. 8S. A. Smith, of Alex- 
andria, La. 

_I have the honor to be, with highest respect and esteem, your obedient 
servant, 

EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Ineutenant-Generat. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Camp Sabine, November 15, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper, Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: Upon your report (weekly) of November 8 instant, I ob- 
serve that Colonel Martin’s regiment is still reported as part of your 


_ brigade, absent at Bonham, Tex. The general commanding instructs 


me to say that you will drop Colonel Martin’s regiment from your 
reports. 


I have the honor to be, &c., very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. G. DUVAL, 
Ineutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


HEADQUARTERS PRICE’s DIVISION, November 16, 1863. 
Brigadier-General MARMADUKE, Commanding Cavalry : 
GENERAL: Iam directed by Major-General Price to acknowledge 


the receipt of your two dispatches of the 15th instant, and to say to 


you that, while he will expect and be glad to receive your reports of 
your own movements and that of the enemy, he declines giving any 
instructions, as the absence of General Holmes is a mere rumor, not 
having been officially announced to him. Should an exigency arise, 
requiring immediate action, he will not hesitate to regard the rumor as 
true, and assume command of the district. Meantime he will be pleased 
to hear from you as often as you may deem necessary. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[L. A.] MACLEAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Not found, 
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GENERAL ORDERS, comes TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 56. Shreveport, La., November 16, 1863. 

’ All quartermaster’s stores, clothing, camp and garrison equipage, or 

material for manufacturing the same, received at any point upon the 

Rio Grande, or through the Gulf ports of this department, will, until 

further orders, be distributed as follows: 

For the troops of the District of Arkansas, Indian Territory, and 
Northern Sub-District of Texas, four-tenths. Depots at Bonham and 
Jefferson, Tex. re 

For the troops of the District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 
except the Northern Sub-District of Texas, two-tenths. Depots at San 
Antonio and Houston. 

For the troops of the District of Western Louisiana, three-tenths. 
Depot at Shreveport, La. 

For the department at large, one-tenth. Depot in charge of Maj. W. 
H. Haynes, quartermaster and chief of clothing bureau, at department. 
headquarters. 

All officers receiving quartermaster’s stores, clothing, camp and gar- 
rison equipage, or material therefor, at any of the points designated, 
are directed to report at once to these headquarters the amount of each 
article received, and will forward the stores without delay to the depots 
herein mentioned. The officers in charge at the issuing depots will re- 
port each arrival of stores, and, in anticipation of requisitions, prepare 
them for issue to the troops. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

Ss. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, pais TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 57. Shreveport, La., November 18, 1863. 


I. The great abuse of authority by officers, in impressing wagons, 
teams, &c., belonging to persons changing their homes, and the annoy- 
ance arising therefrom, demands the most stringent orders on the sub- 
ject and their rigid enforcement. 

Hereafter refugees, with their property, must not be interfered with 
or molested, in any manner whatever, until they have acquired, a home. . 

Any violation of this order by an officer or agent of the Government 
will subject the offender to arraignment before, and trial by, a general 
court-martial. 

II. Capt. P. H. Thomson, assistant adjutant-general, is hereby as- 
signed to duty at department headquarters. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. BE. Kirby Smith : 

8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RICHMOND, VA., November 19, 1863. 
General E. Kirsy Smitu, Commanding, céc.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge yours of September 20, 
and have noted your remarks on the condition of your department and 
its necessities. The Treasury Department long since sent out agents 
with authority and the requisite machinery to effect the ends which you 
desire in that regard. They were sent by sea, and encountered delay, 
but it is hoped they have since arrived, and will relieve you of the 
embarrassments mentioned in regard to finance operations. I have 
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directed a supply of arms, say 25,000, to be sent to you across the Mis- 
sissippi, and have telegrapbed to General Johnston to correspond with 
you, so as to secure your co-operation in giving protection and trans- 
portation to the arms after they reach the west side of the river. You 
have been heretofore advised of the arrangements made to send you arms 
by way of the Rio Grande, and the disappointments which have been en- | 
countered. I rely equally upon your vigilance to discover the purposes 
of the enemy and upon your energy to counteract them to the full ex- 
tent of your means. The force of the enemy, as estimated by scouts, is 
generally exaggerated. I hope it has been so in this case, and if it 
should be possible to restore confidence among our own people, I trust 
that desertions will cease and that recruits will fock to your standard. 
The evacuation of the valley of the Arkansas no doubt produced, as 
usual in such cases, desertions from the troops raised in that quarter. 
If the chances of war should enable you to reoccupy it, those men would 
doubtless return to you; but the reoccupation has a higher importance 
than this. That is the only region where you can obtain the requisite 
supplies to support an army for the defense of Arkansas or for an ad+ 
vance into Missouri. So long as you have no boats to navigate the Ar- 
kansas and White Rivers, their steamers may be rendered dangerous to 
the enemy by the use of sub-marine torpedoes, and when those rivers 
are high it would not be practicable for the enemy to transport supplies 
by land in sufficient quantity to feed an army in Arkansas or South- 
western Missouri. Thereis, therefore, a double advantage to be derived 
from holding the valley of the Arkansas and securing its supplies for 
the use of yourarmy. . 

I have been pained to hear of disagreement between Generals Holmes 
and Price. Without the requisite information to enable me to judge 
which is the more to blame, the more important consideration may be 
concluded without such proof, that discord between the two highest 
officers of an army must materially impair its efficiency and otherwise 
work evil to the public service. Under these circumstances it has oe- 
curred to me that General Price might be more available in the direc- 
tion of Kansas and Western Missouri. I am not sufficiently advised as 
to the state of things there, and the fitness of the senior officer to com- 
mand, to judge of the propriety of the change which would be effected 
by sending General Price to that quarter, and, therefore, only design to 
bring the matter to your consideration. 

The general truth that power is increased by the concentration of an 
army is, under our peculiar circumstances, subject to modification. 
The evacuation of any portion of territory involves not only the loss of 
supplies, but in every instance has been attended by a greater or less 
loss of troops, and a general, therefore, has in each case a complete 
problem to solve. 

With high esteem and cordial good wishes, I am, very respectfully 
and truly, yours, ; 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 19, 1863. 
Brigadier-General McCuLLocn, Bonham, Tex.: 


GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to say that 
Captain Quantrill leaves Shreveport to-day to join his command, and 
passes your headquarters en route. He is informed by this officer that 
several of his men, whom he regards as entirely reliable, went to the 
rendezvous of the deserters in your district, pretending that they also 
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had deserted from their commands. They mixed among these outlaws 
freely, and they, thinking that Captain Quantrill himself was not loyal 
to our Government, fully disclosed their condition and plans. Captain 
Quantrill thinks that in giving themselves up to you it has been simply 
their purpose to get arms and ammunition, of which they were in need, 
so that in the spring they can go north. This they are resolved to do. 
It is the opinion of the commanding general that these men are unreli- 
able and should be trusted in nothing. He disapproves of your agree- 
ment with them, and thereby relieves you from all responsibility as to 
its fulfillment. The concession to them of the privilege of serving where 
they are, would increase the number of deserters and greatly demoralize 
the troops in the commands from which they have deserted. He there- 
fore directs that all those who have already given themselves up be sent 
to their commands immediately. The horses of such as do not belong 
to the cavalry will be purchased for the Government in accordance with 
- General Orders, Nos. 37 and 53, from Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office, Richmond. The horses of those who hereafter give themselves 
up, voluntarily, shall be similarly disposed of. The lieutenant-general 
commanding thinks that the only thing to be done now'is to go vigor- 
ously to work and kill or capture all those who refuse to come in. The 
commanding general thinks the ringleaders should have no quarter. 
Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HE. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, C. N., November 19, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. R. M. GANo, Commanding, de. : 

GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to acknowledge re- 
ceipt of your communication of the 13th instant, written from this place, 
and to say in reply that he fully approved of your movement east to 
Shawneetown. In regard to furloughing the men, as suggested in your 
letter, the commanding general can take no action until he hears more 
definitely and fully of the intentions of the enemy, and in this connec- 
tion he directs that you push forward a heavy scout in the direction of 
Fort Smith, with instructions to ascertain positively where the enemy 
is and what he is doing. Various reports have reached these headquar- 
ters, through unofficial channels, one rumor placing him at Waldron, 
another at Dallas, in Polk County, Arkansas, &c. He also desires that 
you place yourself in communication with the partisan force of Fitz- 
williams, now operating somewhere in Polk or Sebastian Counties. 
There may be other companies of the same character as Fitzwilliams’ 
in that country, whom it would be well to. communicate with, they 
being generally in possession of the latest and most reliable informa- 
tion. The general commanding has ordered that five hundred suits of 
clothing be laid aside at Fort Washita for the use of De Morse’s regi- 
ment and Howell’s battery, and he wishes you to send forward trans- 
portation to that place for it, if you can spare the requisite amount. I 
would respectfully call your attention, general, to the necessity of send- 
ing to these headquarters a field return of the strength and condition 
of your brigade, at least every two days, as required by existing orders. 


Very respectfully 

B. G. DUVAL, 
Tieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
68 R R—VOL XXII, PT II 


1074 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [CHar. XXXIV. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 20, 1863. 


_ Lieutenant-General HoLMEs, 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 


GENERAL: By the inclosed copy of letter from General Taylor,* re- 
ceived after your departure from Shreveport, you will see that the enemy 
have renewed operations below. I therefore feel that but little hope 
can be entertained either by you or myself of drawing any force from 
General Taylor; my letter to him will, however, go. I have given to 
Mr. L. L. Johnson a letter calling upon the planters along Red River 
to remain at their homes and cultivate their crops, as that section of the 
country is, in my judgment, as safe as any to which they could migrate. 
I hope you will do everything in your power to persuade them to remain 
where they are, as it will be best both for their interest and that of the 
Government. If they should leave their homes, and the lands in the Red 
River Valley sheuld be uncultivated during the coming year, the sub- 
sistence of the troops will be a difficult problem for us. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Tieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 21, 1863. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States : 


Sig: I have the honor to forward, for your information, copies of a 
contract made with Messrs. Bouldin & Newell, and also of my instruc- 
tions to Maj. J. F. Minter, whom I have appointed to go abroad as agent 
under this contract. 

The Schedules A and B, referred to, embrace the usual and necessary 
articles of ordnance and quartermaster’s stores, and for that reason it 
was not deemed necessary to forward copies. The contract involved 
the sending of an agent abroad, and before that time I had it in contem- 
plation to send abroad an agent.for the purpose of effecting purchases 
of army stores based upon Government cotton. Under these circum- 
stances I selected Major Minter, of my staff, and lately chief quarter- 
master of this department, as a person of great integrity, business 
capacity, and experience, and in every way eminently qualified for the 
duties imposed. 

I trust that my action in this matter may meet your approval, and 
that you will issue the proper instructions and take the necessary steps 
to place Major Minter on the same footing as other purchasing agents 
now in Europe. 

Should you disapprove of my action in reference to the contract 
inclosed,* I then recommend, inasmuch as Major Minter has already 
started on his mission, and also on account of his qualifications, that 
he be constituted a general purchasing agent for the Government for 
army stores. 

I am, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
H. KIRBY SMITH, | 
LIieutenant- General. 


* Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 22, 1863. 


His Excellency SAMUEL GARLAND, 
Principal Chief [Choctaw Nation]: 


Sir: I am instructed by the lieutenant-general commanding to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your communication of the 7th instant, relative 
to the arming and equipping of the militia called out by you. 

The commanding general thinks that the best and only way of avoid- 
ing complication and irregularity in the equipment of these troops is to 
form regiments regularly and muster them into the service for the war. 
He thinks you have misconstrued his letter written heretofore on this 
subject. The organizations for home defense and special service, com- 
posed of men over forty-five and under eighteen years of age, are to be 
called into the service by the commander of the Indian Department 
when in his estimation their services are required for the public safety. 

There is asupply of ammunition at Bonham, Tex., which can be gotten 
by requisition on General Steele. An order has been given Colonel 
Thomas for all the arms at that point, and also funds have been fur- 
nished him for the purchase of more. If, when your organization is 
made out, you send up the names of the officers you wish appointed, 
their appointments, subject to the President’s approval, will be sent. 
When the militia are called into the Confederate service by the com- 
mander of the Indian Department, all dispositions necessary for their 
subsistence will be made by him. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. CUNNINGHAM, 
Tneutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 22, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM STEELE, 
Comdg. District of Western Louisiana [Indian Territory]: 


GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to say that 
Governor Garland, principal chief of the Choctaw Nation, has been 
notified that he would be supplied with ammunition from Bonham on 
requisition upon you. This ammuuition is needed for his militia. The 
lieutenant-general commanding has recommended Governor Garland to 
organize his Indians, between eighteen and forty-five years of age, 
into regiments, and have them mustered into the Confederate service 
for the war. Those under and over these ages, respectively, he is recom- 
mended to organize for home defense and special service. These will 
be called out by you whenever their services may be necessary for the 
safety of your department. It will be necessary to provide for their 
subsistence. : 

The lieutenant-general commanding thinks that these Indians can best 
be managed by having them in the service. The commanding general 
thinks it would be well to put yourself in communication with Governor 
Garland, so that there may be a good understanding between you and 
him on this subject. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. CUNNINGHAM, 
Tneutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, C. N., November 22, 1863. 
Brigadier-General GANO, Commanding ; 

GENERAL: Your two communications of the 20th and 21st have been 
received. In regard to making a strike at the enemy, as suggested in 
your letter, the general commanding directs me to say that he wishes you 
to exercise, in a great measure, your own discretion, and avail yourself 
of any opportunity which you may consider a sure one of giving him a 
blow. The subject of supplying the unarmed men of your brigade with 
guns has already received the attention of General Steele. There is a 
lot of arms now on the way from Shreveport, which I presume will be 
here shortly. The invoices have already been received. The general 
commanding is using every exertion to obtain iron for shoes, &c., but 
he is unable to say yet how he will succeed. There is a great scarcity 
of iron all through the district. From present.appearances the head- 
quarters of the district will most likely be at this place for some time 
to come. You will be promptly informed of any change. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: : *B. G. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
. Doaksville, November 23, 1863. 

Col. 8S. S. ANDERSON, 

Adjutant-General, Trans-Mississippt Department : : 

CoLONEL: I have received intelligence that the enemy at Fort Smith 

has been further re-enforced, and that General Blunt is again in com- 
mand, and that another force was pursuing Colonel Brooks farther 
down the Arkansas River. There is now in that command certainly 
the Second and Sixth Kansas, First and Second Arkansas, and Third 
Wisconsin Cavalry Regiments; the Thirteenth Kansas, First Arkansas, 
and part of the Second, the Colorado, the Eighteenth Iowa, and two 
negro regiments, and some Indian troops, of infantry, with several bat- 
teries. Should these troops, or even the cavalry portion of them, move 
down the nearest road to Red River, there is no force to resist them, 
except Gano’s brigade, of little over 1,000 men, with Howell’s and 
Krumbhaar’s batteries. The Indian brigade is scattered over the whole 
country. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Indian Territory. 


. DOAKSVILLE, C. N., November 23, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY E. McCuLuocg, 

Commanding Northern Sub-District : 

GENERAL: I have received intelligence of the arrival of further re-. 
enforcements at Fort Smith, with, it is said, Blunt in command. If 
such is the case, we shall in all probability hear from him soon. I 
would urge that all the troops you have be assembled in Red River 
County, in readiness to resist an invasion or araid. They have already 
pushed forward a strong advance as far as Waldron, and smaller parties 
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still farther down the Lineroad. The Federal cavalry at and near Fort 
Smith consists of the Second and Sixth Kansas and the Fifteenth [First] 
and Second Arkansas, the Third Wisconsin, and, perhaps, more. This 
would give sufficient force for a strong raid. 
‘Respectfully, your obedient servant, fears 
‘ WM. STEELE, 
_ Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 24, 1863. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States : 

Str: I have the honor to call Your Excellency’s attention to the fact 
that, owing to the system adopted east of the Mississippi of consolidat- 
ing regiments that have been reduced, a large number of supernumerary 
officers have been left without command or assignment to duty. In 
very many instances these supernumerary officers have been ordered to 
the Trans-Mississippi Department on recruiting service. The result is 
that there are now scattered throughout this department great numbers 
of officers ostensibly recruiting, but in reality doing nothing, and for 
whom I have no duty. These officers have been for months drawing 
their pay without performing any service. The effect of this is not only 
a great and unnecessary expense to the Government and injury to the 
service, but it tends also to create dissension and spread dissatisfaction 
among the citizens, and, to some extent, impairs their confidence in the 
Government. I would, in view of these facts, most respectfully suggest 
to you the propriety of adopting some mode of disposing of these super- 
numeraries. : 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Theutenant-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ; Hpgrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 202. Shreveport, November 26, 1863. 
*# * * * * a ae ' 
VI. Brig. Gen. P. O. Hébert, Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, will proceed to the city of Richmond, and on bis arrival at that 
point report to the Adjutant and Inspector General Confederate States 
Army. 
By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 
S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, November 27, 1863. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL: I have received, by the hands of Captain Heiston, adju- 
tant-general to General Cooper, some papers from your office, which sur- 
prise me not a little. That a subordinate commander is allowed to 
send one of his staff to report the state of affairs in his brigade, and that 
his reports should ‘be received, and myself referred to the communi- 
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cations so sent, appears to me to strike at the root of all discipline. I. 
must enter my earnest protest against such proceedings. Captain 
Heiston came to my headquarters, but said nothing of his orders to go 
to headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, or he would have been 
sent back. I inctose herewith copy of the first estimate for clothing 
which I have received from General Cooper’s brigade.* You will observe 
that it is for over 6,000 men, which is much more than the number which 
he has had together at any time. I get no reports from that brigade 
except the tri-monthly field report and an occasional ordnance report; 
from the quartermaster and commissary no reports have been received. 
It appears to be General Cooper’s wish to give the Indians all the pay 
and allowance they would be entitled to if they were regular troops and 
remained at their posts, and give them all the latitude of the most irreg- 
ular troops. The following extracts from letters lately received will 
show that the clothing is to be used to coax the Indians together, and 
that a great cause of complaint is my having, before turning everything 
over to the Indians, set aside five hundred suits of gray clothing for 
De Morse’s regiment and Howell’s battery. 


Extract from General Cooper’s letter of November 18: 


The two Creek regiments, together with the Chickasaw battalion, according to 
my instructions, have reported to Col. Stand Watie; but as the former are very much 
scattered, I will direct their clothing, shoes, blankets, &c., to be issued to them at 
their respective camps, which will be*the means of bringing them together. Iwould 
respectfully ask what clothing has been appropriated for the Indian troops, and why 
a distinction has been made by reserving a large lot of gray uniform cloth for the 
white troops. 


Extract from Col. Chilly McIntosh’s letter, dated Camp Muscle Creek, 
November 14, 1863, to General Cooper : 

' Permit me to remark thatI think the best plan for getting my men together would 
be to order their clothing to this place. I would state that none of my mien or officers 
had permission to go home, excepting those who were sent with expresses. Thenum- 
ber in the First [Creek] Regiment is 87, and the number in the Second [Creek] Regi- 
ment is 77, inclusive of officers of all ranks. 

At the same time that the above letters were received, I received a 
brigade report, in which no mention is made of the absentees without 
leave in the Creek regiments. As I am in a measure arraigned for not 
having supplies, I beg leave to refer to requisitions forwarded to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel O’Bannon, dated September 1, 1863. Requisitions were 
sent.to Major [J. B.] Burton, chief quartermaster, District of Arkansas, 
under date of March 26, 1863, and to Major [S.] Hart, who it was sup- 
posed would issue from supplies imported, under date of March 17, 1863. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Oomdg. District of the Indian Territory. 


fe. S..|—DECEMBER 22.—This letter ‘has been delayed for data re- 
garding clothing issued to the Indian brigade. 


GENERAL ORDERS, \ Hpagrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 58. Shreveport, La., November 27, 1863. 
I. Frequent instances having been brought to the knowledge of the 
commanding general of leaves of absence and furloughs being granted 
by subordinate commanders, hereafter no orders will be recognized sep- 


* Omitted. 
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arating an officer or soldier from his command, except in cases of sick 
soldiers in general hospitals, unless issued from department or district 
headquarters, or with the sanction of district commanders. Officers and 
soldiers absent from their commands, whose orders do not bear the ap- 
proval required by this order, will be arrested and sent to their com- 
mands, and the papers relating to their cases forwarded to these head- 
quarters, <A rigid scrutiny will be made in all cases, and the officer who 
may issue such irregular orders will subject himself to arrest and trial. 

if. Hereafter no transportation or commutation thereof will be al- 
lowed to sick soldiers going on furlough, unless on the approval of the 
chief medical officers of the field or hospital service, attached to the 
staff of district commanders. 

iil. Capt. C. 8. West, assistant adjutant-general, is relieved from 
duty as assistant inspector-general, and announced as acting judge- 
advocate-general for the Trans-Mississippi Department. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. B. Kirby Smith: 

8S. 8. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RICHMOND, VA., November 27, 1863. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 


GENERAL: In conformity to orders from the War Department, bear- 
ing date August 20, 1862, I have the honor to report my acts in recruit- 
ing for the Provisional Army of the Confederate States in Missouri. I 
reached Dunklin County, Missouri, in the early part of September, 
1862, and commenced recruiting. The men of the State turned out 
cheerfully, so much so that during said month I was enabled to surprise 
the enemy, 600 strong, stationed at Bloomfield, Mo., killing 15, wounding 
and capturing many others, and also two pieces of fine artillery, eight 
hundred stand of small-arms, a quantity of ammunition, holsters, cloth- 
ing, medicines, blankets, and other military stores, and this was accom- 
plished with a loss of 1 man killed and 2 wounded: With the articles 
eaptured I equipped a regiment, and by the 26th of October I had re- 
cruited and had in camp twenty-one organized companies, beside many 
others partly formed, when the enemy came suddenly upon my encamp- 
ment at Clarkton, Dunklin County, Missouri, capturing myself and 23 
men, together with all my rolls, books, papers, and many other articles. 
I was taken to Alton, IIll., and, together with the men, exchanged on the 
6th of December at Vicksburg, Miss., and sent from there to Jackson, 
where I remained in charge of exchanged soldiers until the latter part 
of December, 1862, when I was permitted to return to Missouri to get 
up my command, which place I reached on the 25d of January, 183. 
On my arrival I found that fourteen companies were in the Confederate 
States Army, under Colonels Jeffers, Greene, Burbridge, and White. I 
proceeded at once to collect the men of the remaining companies, who 
were greatly scattered, and, by reason of the overflow and the enemy, I 
was unable to see them all or notify them to come to camp. 

MeNeil, of Missouri Federal notoriety, with a force of from 1,500 to 
6,000 men, taking possession of the country, prevented me, situated as I 
was, without sufficient arms, ammunition, or means of any kind, from 
progressing as rapidly as I otherwise might have done. On the 9th of 
April I had collected eight companies, and feeling the necessity of some 
organization by which things might be properly directed, I proceeded to 
‘ organize the battalion, which resulted in the choice of S. G. Kitchen for 
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lieutenant-colonel and J. A. Dooley for major, and in the mean time I was 
successful upon several occasions in capturing many necessary articles, 
such as guns, ammunition, blankets, clothing, &c., and, on the 21st of 
April, in capturing a company of McNeil’s command that executed the 
orders to shoot the Confederate States prisoners at Palmyra, Mo. I 
also captured from his command arms, ammunition, horses, blankets, 
and transportation sufficient for a regiment; and on the 9th of July I 
proceeded to hold an election for field officers of the regiment, the pre- 
vious one having been decided null and void by the general, and this 
election resulted in the choice of 8. G. Kitchen for colonel, Jesse Elli- 
son for lieutenant-colonel, and J. A. Walker for major. I also, on the 
6th of June, organized a company of artillery, the muster-rolls of which, 
together with two other companies, now under command of Col. Will- 
iam G. Pheelan, I here present, having ordered the scattering recruits 
to report to the said Col. William G. Pheelan. 

Having now discharged the duties enjoined upon me, I respectfully 
submit the accompanying report, and await further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H, E. CLARK, 


Coionel and Recruiting Officer, P. A. O. 8. 


OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, DIST. OF ARKANSAS, 
November 29, 1863. — 
Maj. HENRY EWING, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


MaAsor: I met with but small success in the way of clothing. Major 
Brinker informs me that no clothing for officers has arrived at Washing- 
ton, as we had heard. I got 592 yards of gray cloth for officers; it left 
here yesterday. Iwill get a few staff buttons. No immediate prospect 
of any tents. Major Brinker has heard nothing of any being sent up here 
yet. He does notseem toadmire my suggestion of redistribution; says he 
will refer the letter to General H. [Holmes]; hopes it may be referred to 
’ General Smith, and.thereby do some good in waking up the department 
at Shreveport, which, he seems to think, is doing but little. Captain 
[Andrew] Sigourney has not yet returned from Shreveport with pay 
funds. Heis expected in three or four days. I shall remain until he 
comes. Major Brinker cannot now pay your claims, beeause he has not 
yet the funds. He hopes to get funds soon, and expects to commence 
paying old debts in January. I have urged your claims, but cannot 
move him. 

I am, major, respectfully, &c., 
R. O. BOGGESS, 
[Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, November 29, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. R. M. GANO, Commanding, &c.: ; 


GENERAL: I am just in receipt of your letter of the 28th instant, in 
which you speak of a wish to change the location of your camp, for va- 
riousreasons. J have referred the matter to General Steele, who directs 
me to say in reply that he has no objection whatever to the proposed 
change. He wishes the matter to be entirely discretionary with your- 
self. : 
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General McCulloch, in a letter to General Steele, speaks of a great 
number of stragglers and deserters being in the Northern Sub-District, 
and says he is satisfied that many of them are leaving for the north side 
of Red River. The general commanding wishes you to exercise peculiar 
vigilance in stopping these fellows. Parties, too, are reported passing 
through the country on the credit of Quantrill’s men, who are, in all. 
probability, jayhawkers, or, perhaps, spies. They should be looked to. 
I have heard that Quantrill himself published a card with reference to 
such characters, saying that unless they are provided with a printed 
furlough from him, they are sailing under false colors. General McCul- 
loch says: 

There will be about 500 deserters, &c., that will leave for the frontier on next Satur- 
day (28th instant) if all works well, and I expect your regiments have some among 
them. All other deserters I gather belonging to your command I will send to you, or 
report them and let you send for them. : 

He reports about 1,500 or 2,000 of these renegades in his district. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: B. G. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, November 29, 1863. 
Brigadier-General COOPER, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to say that you will 
move all that portion of your brigade now with you to a point some- 
where in the vicinity of Armstrong’s Academy, with a view of obtain- 
ing a supply of forage more conveniently, and operating in the eastern 
portion of the Choctaw country. This order is not intended to include 
any detachments that may be operating in the-direction of Fort Smith 
or the Line road. ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. G. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, | 
Near Collinsburg, La., November 30, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES, , 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 

GENERAL: I arrived at Lamartine some fifteen minutes after your 
‘departure from that place. Butfor the bad weather and the storm, which 
delayed me, I should have been there the evening before. I am sorry 
I did not meet you, but will by letter bring up the matter which I had 
under consideration. 

Colonel Johnson, the newly appointed Senator from Missouri, has 
just returned from Northeastern Arkansas. He informs me that Me- 
Cray has from 1,200 to 2,000 men in process of organization. Whilst it 
will be difficult to draw this force south of the Arkansas, they are ready 
and anxious to operate in their own section of country. Theenemy draw 
their supplies from White River by the railroad across a country almost 
impracticable, as you know, for wagon transportation. Marmaduke re_ 


1082 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cuar. XXXIV. 


ports an effective force of 5,000 or 6,000 cavalry.. If, with all his avail- 
able men, Marmaduke were thrown across the Arkansas, by a precon- 
certed arrangement McCray could join him, swelling his force to some 
7,000 men. With this force he should break up the road, destroy the 
- rolling stock, and maintain himself in the country as long as possible, 
doing all in his power to break the communications of the enemy en- 
tirely. This, if the river does not soon rise, may compel the evacuation 
of Little Rock. You might co-operate with Marmaduke in his opera- 
tions by threatening Little Rock with your infantry force. This is the 
only feasible plan of operations that suggests itself to me, unless the 
enemy has greatly weakened his force by sending re-enforcements to 
Rosecrans. 
The importance of accurate and complete information from within the 
_ enemy’s lines is so great that I will again urge upon you to spare neither 
trouble nor expense in obtaining it. Any successful plan of operations 
must be based upon accurate knowledge of the enemy’s strength and 
movements. From your reports I am uncertain as to the enemy’s force, 
and cannot tell whether he has been weakened or re-enforced since his 
occupation of Little Rock. If he has been largely drawn upon for re- 
enforcements, and is not numerically stronger than yourself, I would 
recommend the occupation of Pine Bluff with your whole force and the 
operation with a portion of your cavalry upon the enemy’s communica- 
tions. This will force the enemy either to evacuate Little Rock or to move 
down and attack you in position. You can subsist yourself from the val- 
ley of the Lower Arkansas, and, should you decline giving battle, have 
a safe line of retreat (even though the river rose) by Monticello, along 
Bayou Bartholomew to Monroe, through a country abundant in supplies. 
Taylor and Magruder both have their hands full, and will be occupied 
during the winter; but even could re-enforcements be drawn from either, 
the distance is so great that they could not be made available for a winter 
campaign. I have thrown out these suggestions, and wish you to give 
me your views and determinations as early as practicable. I desire, pre- 
viously to any movement, to come up and see the troops and remain a 
short time with them. 
Your obedient servant, 
[E. KIRBY SMITH,] 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS. DISTRICT OF THE: INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, November 30, 1863. 
Gov. SAMUEL GARLAND: 

GOVERNOR: I have received a communication from headquarters 
Trans-Mississippi Department, informing me that ammunition has been 
‘sent to Bonham,’ Tex., for the use of the Choctaw militia, to be drawn 
on requisitions approved by myself—the ammunition consists of pow- 
der, lead, caps, and flints; also that you had been recommended to organ- 
ize all within certain ages (eighteen and forty-five) into regiments for the 
Confederate service, and those under and over these ages into companies 
for local defense. The ammunition ordered for this purpose has not yet 
arrived, but, no doubt, will soon. In the mean time there is sufficient 
at Washita, as I directed my ordnance officer to inform you last month. 
The sooner all the available force of the Choctaw Nation is putin readi- 
ness the better. The indications from the north leave it doubtful 
whether or not the enemy will advance from Fort Smith to Red River 
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this winter. Should they do so, all possible force will be required very 
soon. I hear nothing of arms, though our wants in that respect have 
been represented to General Smith. I shall be pleased to hear from 
you, with any suggestions you may make with reference to the defense 
of this district. ? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. WM. STEELE, 

Brigadier-General, Comdg. District of the Indian Territory. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, November 30, 1863. 
Col. 8. 8S. ANDERSON, : 
Adjutant-General, Trans-Mississippi Department : 


COLONEL: The accumulating force of the enemy at Fort Smith gives 
me much uneasiness. He is pushing his scouts southward, and some of 
his infantry have moved as far as Waldron,some 50 miles. His cavalry 
force is four or five regiments, with which a raid can at any time be made 
to Red River without serious opposition. General McCulloch informs 
me that most of the troops from his district have gone to the coast. He, 
therefore, can render but little assistance. General Magruder appears 
to underrate the importance of the Northern Sub-District and the dan- 
ger to which it is exposed. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Comdg. District of the Indian Territory. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, November 30, 1863. 
Brigadier-General GANO, Commanding : 

GENERAL: All the reports I get from the direction of Fort Smith, 
though conflicting, leave the impression that preparations are now being 
made for a move toward Red River. It will be necessary for vou to 
exercise great vigilance, keep up a constant communication with the 
partisan companies, and employ, if possible, spies to learn the true state 
of affairs. If, as is stated, a depot of supplies is being made at Wal- 
dron,it can be ascertained; perhaps they are only foraging. Scrutinize 
closely every report you get. Let me hear from you frequently. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S._Should Caddo Springs be too far for a courier to ride rapidly, 
leave a small party at an intermediate point. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, November 30, 1863. 


Brigadier-General GANo, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to direct, in pursuance of instructions 
from department headquarters, that Lieutenant-Colonel Showalter be 
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ordered to report in person with his battalion to Brig. Gen. H. BE. Me- 
Culloch, commanding Northern Sub-District of Texas. The general ' 
commanding directs that a detachment of Lieutenant-Colonel Show- 
alter’s battalion, of at least 30 men, be sent to Fort Washita, C. N., for 
the purpose of guarding certain prisoners, now in confinement there, 
from that post to Bonham, Tex. The officer commanding the detach- ° 
ment will report at these headquarters for instructions. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: B. G. DUVAL, 
Iieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, November 30, 1863. 


Brigadier-General GANo, Commanding, dc.: 


GENERAL: The order conveyed in my communication of the 28th 
instant, directing you to send a company from your brigade to these 
headquarters for the protection of the public property, &c., is hereby 
countermanded. 

By order of Brigadier-General Steele: 

; B. G. DUVAL, 
Tieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Abstract from return of the District of Arkansas, commanded by Lieut. Gen. Theophilus 
H.- Holmes, for November, 1863; headquarters Camden, Ark. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, . 
Shreveport, La., December 2, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HoLMEs, 
Commanding District of Arkansas : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose copy of a communication 
from Major Sparks,* relative to the shooting of a Confederate enroll- 
ing officer in General [I'rederick] Steele’s department. The lieutenant- 
general commanding directs that you investigate the matter. Find out 
if the facts are as stated, and report the result as soon as practicable. 


* Not found. 
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If these statements are true, the commanding general purposes to call 
upon General Steele for an avowal or disavowal of the act. 
Iam, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HR. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, C. N., December 2, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. Homes: 
GENERAL: The Federal force at Fort Smith has been augmented to 
at least 5,000, of which four or five regiments are cavalry. They have 
pushed forward a considerable portion of that force as far as Waldron, 
from which point they make a raid to Red River, at Lanesport and 
Mill Creek, or they may go down in the direction of Washington, and 
trouble your communications, in case you come far in advance of that 
place. To oppose a movement from them, I have only one small bri- 
gade, with less than 1,000 men, under General Gano. Can you not 
strengthen General Gano temporarily with two or three regiments of 
cavalry (Monroe’s for one, as they know the country), until this advance 
force can. be driven back, and the depots which they are making can be 
destroyed? The force you send can return direct from Waldron, or by 
the way of Dardanelle, where there is a small force of the enemy. 
I know nothing of your situation, or even your exact locality. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘ 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 2, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. R. M. GANo: 

GENERAL: All the information I receive leads to the conclusion that 
the enemy has withdrawn all of his white troops from Fort Gibson to 
Fort Smith. He has now at that place a cavalry force of five regi- 
ments—Second and Sixth Kansas, Third Wisconsin, First Arkansas, 
and part or the whole of the Second Arkansas; and the Eighteenth 
Iowa is somewhere about, on the line below, I believe. This force can 
give us much [trouble] on Red River, even if an advance in force is not 
contemplated. Colonel McCurtin [J. McCurtain], Choctaw militia, writes 
General Cooper that he expects to have 1,500 Choctaws assembled on 
the 1st of December, 1,000 of them as infantry. I regret that Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Showalter’s command has been withdrawn at this time, 
but I believe in obeying orders. The company sent here will go back 
and drive the beef, except the small detail sent to Washita for the pris- 
oner of Hardeman’s regiment. I send to you a deaf and dumb man, 
who represents tltat he is direct from Fort Smith; that he was sent 
there by Fitzwilliams. He has been known to Dr. Duval and others 
for the last four years; yet his story is soinconsistent in many respects, 
that I am inclined to believe that he has been sent out as a spy. Keep 
him until Fitzwilliams can be heard from. 

I wish you would send to Washington, Ark., to ascertain the dis- 
tance and the mail facilities from that place to Shreveport. I send an 
open letter to General Holmes, which please seal after reading, and 
send it by a courier. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, WM. STEELE, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ace ee DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 222. Camp Bragg, December 2, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


III. Capt. S. T. Ruffner, with his company of light artillery, is re- 
lieved from duty with Marmaduke’s division cavalry. He will turn 
over his guns to Captain [Joseph] Bledsoe, and report with his com- 
mand to Major-General Price for assignment to duty with the battery 
of pieces pow commanded by Captain Von Phul, Drayton’s brigade. 

IV. Brigadier-General Marmaduke, commanding cavalry division, 
will place the field battery, turned over by Capt. 8S. T. Ruffner, in charge 
of Captain Bledsoe and his company, now serving with Shelby’s bri- 
gade. 

V. Major-General Price will direct the men transferred to Von Phul’s 
battery light artillery from infantry regiments, to rejoin their respective 
commands as soon as relieved by Capt. 8S. T. Ruffner and his company. 

*/ % # * x * % 


‘By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes : 
J. F. BELTON, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CONFIDENTIAL. |] Hpgrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, December 3, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES, Commanding District of Arkansas : 


GENERAL: Your letter of 2d December is received. I leave imme- 
diately for Alexandria, and expect to return Tuesday next. A personal 
interview with General Taylor regarding the movement of re-enforce- 
ments from Louisiana to Texas necessarily takes me to Alexandria. On 
my return I will proceed immediately to your headquarters. Inthe mean 
time make all your arrangements and dispositions for carrying out the 
plan of operations you may adopt. The question of supplies and trans- 
portation. will be the greatest difficulty to be encountered. I know not 
what your resources are, nor whether you can calculate upon rapidly 
accumulating the necessary supplies in the country you may advance 
in. Ifa move on Pine Bluff is determined upon, I think the force under 
McCray could be made a valuable auxiliary. He should be prepared 
in advance, and, acting in connection with even a small brigade of cav- 
alry sent north of the Arkansas, could operate on the enemy’s commu- 
nications, engage his attention north of the Arkansas, and create a 
favorable diversion for the expedition. Efficient officers or agents 
should be sent into Eastern Arkansas, and supplies should be collected 
on the route between Pine Bluff and the Washita River, via Monticello. 
Arrangements should also be made for the safe and expeditious cross- 
ing of the Washita by your command below the mouth of the Saline. 
You may be compelled to take this line in falling back, either from the 
flooding of the streams or the overpowering numbers of the enemy. 
Steamboats should be collected at the point you propose recrossing the 
Washita, and if a temporary bridge could be constructed with these 
boats it would be advisable. I am expecting daily the arrival of one © 
thousand two hundred Enfield rifles, now en route from Navasota to 
this point. They will be immediately pushed on to your command. 
General Dockery’s men should be first armed, and his command will be 
placed at your disposal as infantry. The remainder of the arms can be 
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disposed of as may be most advisable. I shall try and meet you at your 
headquarters, or at Louisville, on next Thursday. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Ineutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., December 3, 1863. 


Col. IsAAc F. Harrison, Vienna, La. : 


COLONEL : I inclose you copies of two communications from General 
J. E. Johnston to Lieutenant-General Smith,* the nature of which you 
will at once perceive. Lieutenant-General Smith directs me to say he 
wishes you to take charge of the crossing of these arms. Trusting to 
your own energy and activity, he feels confident that a business so 
important could not be placed in better hands. He wishes you to put 
yourself at once in communication with General Johnston, that the 
time and place of crossing may be definitely settled upon. It will be 
necessary for you to take 30 wagons, and, if they cannot be otherwise 
obtained, those belonging to regiments must be taken. If necessary, 
you must use your whole force to cover the crossing and conveying of 
these arms within our lines. They will be delivered at Vienna, when 
further orders will be given. The lieutenant-general commanding 
desires me to impress upon you the importance of keeping this matter 
as secret as possible. Capt. A. H. Baker is ordered to report to youas 
. agent for the Ordnance Department, and, after the wagons are loaded, 

will, under your directions, have special charge of the train. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 60. Shreveport, La., December 3, 1863. 


I. On the first day of each month officers of the subsistence depart- 
ment will make a list of prices of the stores on hand, which will be the 
ruling prices for the month for sales and for invoices. The basis for 
these prices must be the average first cost of the articles respectively. 
If the articles received are of the tax in kind, their value will be in ac- 
cordance with the schedule of prices as arranged by the board of com- 
missioners for the State, appointed pursuant to the impressment act, 
published in General Orders, No. 37, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office, Richmond, Va., April 6, 1863. 

II. For service with troops in the field, herders for beef-cattle, when 
required, will be obtained by details from the cavalry force serving with 
the troops. At depots, herders (non-conscripts) will be hired and suit- 
able horses or mules and equipments for them obtained by transfer from 
the quartermaster’s department, when practicable. For this purpose 
the officer of the subsistence department in charge of the depot shall 
make requisition on the local officer of the quartermaster’s department 
having charge of the kinds of property required, and, upon certificate 
of the latter that it is not practicable to furnish them, the officer of the 
subsistence department is authorized to purchase. The requisition so 


* Not found, 


- 
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certified shall be attached to the account for the expenditures, as part 
of the voucher therefor. . 

Ill. The ration of fresh beef is one pound and a quarter for the 
Trans-Mississippi Department. The reduction of the ration of sugar to 
six pounds per hundred rations will go into effect on the 1st day of 
January, 1864. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. BE. Kirby Smith: 

Ss. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No, 208. . } Shreveport, La., December 3, 1863. 


* * ‘ * * * * & 


X. Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley, Provisional Army of the Confederate States, 
will proceed to Richmond, Va., and on his arrival at that point will re- 
port to the Adjutant and Inspector General of the Confederate States 
Army. 

XI. Paragraph VI, Special Orders, No. 202, current series, depart- 
ment headquarters, is revoked. Brig. Gen. P. O. Hébert, Provisional 
Army of the Confederate States, will report to Maj. Gen. J. B. Magru- 
der, commanding District of Texas, &c., for assignment to duty. 

ear * * * eae * % 


XVI. So much of Paragraph I, Special Orders, No. 194, current series, 
from department headquarters, as directs Brig. Gen. T. N. Waul to re- 
mount his command and report to Lieutenant-General Holmes, com- 
manding District of Arkansas, is hereby revoked. Brigadier-General 
Waul will report to Major-General Magruder, commanding District of 
Texas, for assignment to duty. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

S. S. ANDERSON, 
, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., December 5, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. T. P. DockEry, 
Commanding Brigade, Washington, Ark. : 


GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to say it 
is his purpose to put your command into active service immediately. 
He directs that you quietly, but promptly, draw in and prepare for the 
field all the men of your command within your reach. ' Arms will be 
immediately sent to General Holmes, with which your command will be 


~ first supplied. 


The lieutenant-general instructs me to say, further, that the whole of 
your command will serve as infantry, even should a portion of it have 
been mounted. He desires all your preparations made with the utmost 
dispatch, but without attracting attention. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 

HK. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


P.S.—General Smith is absent at General Taylor’s headquarters, but 
will return in five or six days. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 5, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. R. M. GAno: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 3d instant was received last night. 
In reference to the stragglers through the country, I wish all of them 
arrested, and, when you have a party sufficient to guarantee it, send a 
guard with them to the nearest command of General Holmes’ troops, 
at least such as claim to belong to Shelby’s, or any other command 
Serving in that army. Make a detail of one man, as you propose, to go 
to get clothing for each company. Dr. Hart arrived yesterday from 
Fort Smith. He reports the enemy’s force at between 5,000 and 6,000. 
They have sent back the train which arrived on the 13th ultimo; con- 
sequently I infer that they do not contemplate an immediate advance 
with the whole force. They may, however, make raids, as they have a 
large cavalry force. Dr. Hart has been in charge of our hospital at Fort 
Smith. The re-enforcements brought by General McNeil he states at 
1,000 or 1,200, and the force that moved out to attack us on James’ Fork 
at 4,000. The force at Waldron he does not know exactly. The First 
Arkansas Infantry he knows is there. A negro regiment had been sent 
out, as well as a portion of the Second Kansas, but whether these last 
remain he does not know. 

Respectfully, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., December 6, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. HOLMES: 


GENERAL: Several communications of recent date from General 
Steele have been received, stating that the enemy, with about three 
regiments of cavalry and a battery, have advanced below Waldron, and 
were on what was known as the Line road, between Texas and Arkan- 
sas. General Blunt has also recently received a small re-enforcement. 
General Steele is of the opinion that they meditate a cavalry raid. 
Under the circumstances, General Smith directs me to call your atten- 
tion to their movements, that you may take such steps to co-operate 
with General Steele as will defeat the designs of the enemy. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. 8S. WEST, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. SECoND BriG., First Div., ARMY OF TEXAS, 
-Oamp Garland, near Lanesport, December 6, 1863. 


Lieutenant-General HOLMES, 
“* Commanding Department of Arkansas, dc. : 

DEAR SiR: I send you, per courier, a communication from General 
Steele on the subject of re-enforcements. 

My scout went several days since to within 8 miles of Waldron, and 
learned that the enemy’s force there was about 1,500; 800 blacks and 
700 whites. I learned last night that they were re-enforcing there with 
the troops from Gibson, Van Buren, and Fort Smith, with a very heavy 
wagon train (nearly 300 wagons), This looks like preparations for a 
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movement down the Line road. I am encamped within 1 mile of 8. D. 
road, and shall await, with anxiety, your reply. If you can give me 
force sufficient, I will move upon Waldron and drive them from their 
position. If you can furnish me, let the re-enforcements be all cavalry 
or mounted men. I am perfectly safe in the move with cavalry, as I 
shall take no wagons and only light artillery. 
Tam, your obedient servant, 
R. M. GANO, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CABELL’S BRIGADE, 
In Camp, December 8, 1863—11.30 a. m. 


Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Commanding Division of Cavalry: 

GENERAL: I have just learned from Captain [R. T.] Banks, Twentieth 
Arkansas Volunteers, who has just arrived from the neighborhood of Ben- 
ton, that the Federals re-enforced that place last Saturday with at least 
4,000 cavalry and 500 infantry, as they were under the impression that 
our troops were advancing. He says that their main force is evidently 
at that place. He also thinks that they have only 2,500 infantry, all 
told. He got his information from a good Southern man, and is himself 
a very reliable man, and is a good judge of troops, as far as numbers are 
concerned. A Federal major told this citizen that they heard we had 
15,000 men, and, if that was so, that they did not have more than half 
that number. My opinion is that Davidson is in command, and that 
they will make a strong stand there, and, if driven from there, will evacu- 
ate Little Rock. As they are there in larger force, I do not think that 
it would be advisable to make the attack spoken of by General Holmes, 
but that we should flank them at once and drive them out their breast- 
works, which some reports say are rather extensive, as the sacrifice of 
life in the event of an attack would be too great to risk. The Federals 
report another fight between Bragg and Thomas, but will not speak of 
the result. 

The force of the enemy at Benton may be safely put down at 4,000 
cavalry, 500 infantry, and a battery of artillery, six pieces. 

hespectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. CABELL, 
Brigadier- General. ° 


P. S.—Five hundred Federals came through Caddo Gap Friday, and 
went in the direction of Mount Ida, where their train was. I believe 
that these troops are coming by Hot Springs to re-enforce General [F.] 
Steele either at Little Rock or Benton. 


HEADQUARTERS CABELL’S BRIGADE, 


In Camp, December 8, 1863. 
Major [HENRY] EWIne, 


Adjutant-General, Marmaduke’s Division : 
GENERAL: From information received since I wrote you at 4 p. m., 
from a citizen living at Rockport, the Federals that were on the road 
leading from Tulip to Rockport, in the eastern part of Hot Springs, 


4 
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formed a junction with those sent direct from Benton. This force is 
estimated at 3,500 cavalry and a battery of artillery. The greater por- 
tion of this force evidently came down as far as Easby’s, and will camp 
there to-night. I have a scout out on each side of the river, one sent 
out early this morning and one at 4p.m. Neither of these have reported. 
_I am looking, however, for'a report hourly. Thecitizen from Rock- 
port stated that the Federals told him yesterday, at 5 p. m., that they 
were going to Arkadelphia about 2 p. m.to-day. <A lieutenant, 1 ser- 
geant, and 2 privates deserted from Witherspoon’s battalion, and have, 
I am confident, gone to the Federals. It was reported to mé also that 
5 negroes had deserted from your brigade, and have not been recap- 
tureds They have evidently learned our position from those negroes, | 
as the negroes were known to be there. I am convinced that it is their 
intention to move in two columns, one of 2,000 cavalry over the road 
to Spoonville, and one of 1,800 to Arkadelphia, to attack me. I may be 
wrong, and they may not cross the Washita at all; such, however, is my | 
' opinion. I shall accordingly cook one day’s rations, and have my train 
ready to move to the rear, taking the road leading to your headquarters, 
should it be found necessary to send it off. I wrote to you that I would 
send the train by Howell’s Bridge, but since writing my quartermaster 
has returned, and reports that the train can be taken the direct road to 
your headquarters. I will, therefore, abandon the idea of sending it by 
Howell’s Bridge, unless you should order the contrary. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. CABELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade. 


P.S.—In the event of my having to send my train to the rear, I would 
like to have my brigade quartermaster. Please let me know. 


HEADQUARTERS CABELL’S BRIGADE, 
December 9, [1863]—7 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE, Commanding Cavalry Division : 
GENERAL: The scout I sent in the direction of Rockport returned 
this afternoon, having been within 6 miles of that place. Dr. Gray, 
whom you may probably know, living within a mile of Rockport, told 
the lieutenant in command of the scout that the Federals left them day 
before yesterday at 11 o’clock, taking the road to Tulip. They had 2,500 
cavalry and eight pieces of artillery, and stated to Dr. Gray that they 
were going to Camden. Captain McMurtrey reported that they had no 
artillery. He probably saw only their advance guard. I inclose youa 
note received from Lieutenant Perry,* who is now on the Princeton road. 
About 200 Federals did come to [illegible] yesterday, fed their horses, 
and left at once for Tulip. Dr. Gray reports that they fed from his corn, 
and what they did not feed they destroyed. Treated his son-in-law 
(Miller) in thesame way. Jam inclined to think they have gone to Cam- 
den, and that they will take the Pine’ Bluff road from there. No Fed- 
erals in Rockport. If they are as strong as reported, they may attempt 

to get between us and the infantry. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. CABELL, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


ae 


* Not found, 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., December 10, 1863. 


Col. IsAAC F. HARRISON, Vienna, La. : 


CoLONEL: The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to say that 
twenty-six thousand stand of arms have been sent from, Richmond for 
this depot. Maj. Thomas [H.] Price, who is in charge of them, will have 
them on the east bank of the Mississippi River by December 25. He 
will approach the river at several different points, all opposite the Ar- 
kansas shore. He proposes to cross them below Catfish Point, at such 
point in Chicot County as may be found best. General Smith wishes to 
intrust you with the important duty of assisting Major Price and remoy- 
ing these arms to Monroe. By way of Bastrop will probably be the best 
route. This, however, the commanding general leaves to your judg- 
ment. He desires you to put yourself without delay in communication 
with Major Price, who at this time is probably in Meridian. It would © 
be well tosend a messenger—a good, reliable man—to Major Price, and 
have a thorough understanding with him about the time and mode of 
crossing. It will be necessary to secure at least 100 wagons, perhaps 
more. 

The lieutenant-general commanding directs that you send an eflicient, 
reliable officer into Ashley, Drew, and, if necessary, other adjacent 
counties, for the purpose of impressing them. The object for which 
they are taken should be kept profoundly secret. The people should be 
led to suppose they are temporarily needed by General Holmes, or for 
some other than the real purpose. 

Major Capers is recommended by Senator [C. B.] Mitchell for this 
duty, as being qualified for it by his intimate knowledge of the country 
and people. 

Above all things, colonel, the general directs me to impress upon you 
the importance of secrecy in this whole affair; not only in making your 
own arrangements, but in communicating with Major Price, every pre- 
caution should be taken to prevent suspicion on the part of the enemy, 
or even of our own people. The safe arrival in this department of these 
arms is regarded at the War Department, and by the President, as of 
the first importance, and some anxiety is felt on their account. The 
commanding general instructs me to say he has, therefore, intrusted it 
to you, relying implicitly upon your judgment and energy, in which, 
from your past efficiency and the success with which you have dis- 
charged the various duties devolving upon you, he has the highest 
confidence. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. CUNNINGHAM, 
Tieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


I 


[HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, ] 
Shreveport, La., December 10, 1863. 


Lieutenant-General HotmEs, Camden, Ark. : 


General Smith directs that if Brooks’ command is as strong as the 
Texas brigade, you order that to report to General Steele. If necessary, 
send the Texas brigade also. 

Respectfnlly, 
8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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[HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, | 
Shreveport, La., December 10, 1863. 


Lieutenant-General HOLMES, Camden: 


Lieutenant-General Smith will leave here on Saturday for your head- 
quarters. He directs you to send the Texas brigade, which was to op- 
erate on the Mississippi, to re-enforce General Steele at once. Let the 
new Texas regiment, which has been formed, be sent also. 


Respectfully, eye bhi 
' " Assistant Adjutant: General, 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., December 10, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM STEELE, 
Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: The commanding general directs me to state to you that 
Colonel Carter’s Texas cavalry brigade has been ordered to you, and it 
is hoped that, with this re-enforcement, you will be able to hold the 
enemy in check for the present. A movement is now being made by 
our forces in the direction of Pine Bluff and Little Rock, and the com- 
manding general will leave in a few days for the headquarters of Gen- 
eral Holmes. He wishes you to keep him advised of the movements of 
the enemy in your front, and also of the strength and disposition of 
your own forces, and hold yourself to co-operate with him should it be- 
come necessary. The effect of this movement will be felt by the latter 
part of this month, and may, in the end, prove to be the most effectual 
mode of relieving you, if successful. 

I remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. S. WEST, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CABELL’S BRIGADE, 
December 10, 1863—12.30 p. m. 


Brig. Gen. J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Commanding Cavalry Division ; 


GENERAL: The Federals were at Tulip yesterday at 11 o’clock, 1,500 
strong, with eight pieces of artillery. I have just seen a man belonging 
to Rogan’s regiment, in General F'agan’s command, who gives me the 
information. He states that the citizens told him that the Federals 
stated that they were coming to Arkadelphia. I shall make every ar- 
rangement to receive them, and shall send my trains back direct to your 
headquarters, and shall fall back that road if driven back. I have not 
more than 350 men, besides the pickets and scouts that I have out. I 
think that your brigade had better move up to this side of the bottom. 
They may not come here, but I am confident that they are on the road 
now. 

Respectfully, . 
W. L. CABELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 61. Shreveport, La., December 10, 1863. 


I. Maj. George Williamson, assistant adjutant-general, is relieved as 
assistant inspector-general, and assigned to duty in the office of the 
adjutant-general, department headquarters. 

II. Maj. John A. Buckner, assistant adjutant-general, is assigned to 
duty in the inspector-general’s department, and will report to Col. Ben 
Allston, inspector-general. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

Ss. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 11, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. R. M. GANo, Commanding, &c.: 


GENERAL: I am directed by the general commanding to say that the 
position you are occupying at present he considers too far to the south, 
and he therefore desires that you should move your camp somewhat 
north of your present location to Little River, where he understands 
forage can be procured without much difficulty. A suitable point on 
that stream north of where you now are, and more directly east of 
Doaksville, will give you a better opportunity of watching the move- 
ments of the enemy and checking any raids or scouts that may be made 
down the Line road or iu the country contiguous. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. G. DUVAL, 
£ Ineutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpars. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
No. 214. Shreveport, December 11, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


X. Brig. Gen. William Steele having applied to be relieved from the 
‘command of the Indian Territory, Paragraph I, Special Orders, No. 
207, is revoked, and Brig. Gen. S. B. Maxey is assigned to the com- 
mand thereof. In relieving General Steele the lieutenant-general 
commanding deems it a proper occasion to express his satisfaction 
with the manner in which that officer has conducted the affairs of the 
Indian Territory amid all the embarrassments that surrounded him, 
and, in assigning him to other duty, does so with unabated confidence 
in his ability and patriotism. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. H. Kirby Smith: 

8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, December 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. RICHARD TAYLOR, Commanding District of Louisiana : 
GENERAL: I leave this morning for Camden, headquarters District 
of Arkansas. I then am in telegraphic communication with this place, 
and any important information from you will be promptly telegraphed. 
I shall accelerate Holmes in preparations, and will be ready to move on 
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the receipt of the necessary information regarding the movements of 
your command. ‘The advance of Holmes from Camden should, as near 
as practicable, be simultaneous with that made from Monroe. This will 
cover and be in advance of your movement, and as Holmes’ weakness 
is understood, and as all his operations are fully known to the enemy, 
I am in hopes that he may be drawn out from Little Rock, and drawn 
into a general engagement before he fully knows the force brought 
against him. General Holmes does not yet know of your co-operation, 
nor does any one here but General Boggs, who will forward in cipher all 
important telegraphic communications. Frominformation received here, 
I hear the enemy at Little Rock are weak, and are strengthening their 
position by works. It will be well for Major [H. T.] Douglas to accom- 
pany you. If hecan by any possibility leave the defenses below in such 
train that the completion can be prosecuted by his subordinates, his 
services to us may be of great value, 

Twenty-five thousand stand of arms have been forwarded, and are pre- 
pared for crossing the river to this department. Colonel Harrison has 
been intrusted with the duty of receiving and covering their shipment 
to Vienna. The copy of the instructions to him will be forwarded to you. 
The news from Texas is that the enemy have halted in their advance up 
the coast. 

Iam, general, your obedient servant, 
[E. KIRBY SMITH,] 
Lieutenant- General. 


OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, Richmond, December 12, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 


Str: The inclosed communication from the leading men of the Creek 
Nation of Indians to the President has been referred to this office “‘ for 
report.”* <A copy of the same communication, it may be said, was also 
sent by the Creeks to me. With regard to the several averments 
therein set forth, I shall endeavor to state, in detail, the facts, so far as 
_ they have fallen within my knowledge. 

1st. I told the Creeks in the interview had by me with them at Fort 
Smith, Ark., November 27, 1862, after they had recommended Israel G. 
Vore for the position of Creek agent, that I should make known their 
wishes on the subject to the President, who would, I was assured, give 
them due consideration. Their recommendations were submitted, as 
promised, soon after my return to Richmond. About the time of my 
departure from this place to make my late visit to the Indian country 
(the 24th of May last), the appointment of Creek agent was conferred 
by the President on Mr. Vore. 

2d. There are two regiments of Creeks in the Confederate service. 
They, as well as the Indian troops generally, are wretchedly armed, sre? 
at the time of my arrival in the Indian country, were poorly supplied 
with ammunition and artillery. The condition of the Indian troops I 
made known to Lieutenant-General Holmes by letter dated August 8, 
1863, a copy of which is hereto appended, and, verbally dnd much more 
elaborately, to Lieutenant-General Smith, at Marshall, Tex., in the latter 
part of thesame month. I alsosubmitted to General Smith, as an addi- 
tional reminder to him of the wants and necessities of the Indian com- 
mand, a paper similar to the one dated August 23, which-accompanies 
this letter.t General Smith appeared fully alive to the importance of 


* See Inclosure No. 4, p. 1107. t See Inclosure No, 2, p. 1098, 
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holding the Indian country, and solicitous for the welfare of its people. 
My representations were well received, and, with the most commenda- 
ble energy and promptness, he undertook to supply the deficiencies in 
that portion of his department, as far as his power extended. He imme- 
diately ordered a battery of four guns to be sent to the Indian country, 
which, at the request of General Steele, he subsequently increased to 
six, by the addition of two rifle pieces. He also ordered General Bank- 
head, who was at the time in command of the Northern Sub-District of 
Texas, with about 1,200 efficient men, finely armed and equipped, to 
move up to the assistance of General Steele. General Smith informed 
me that he had no small-arms to spare, but expressed the determination 
of furnishing them to the Indians as soon as they could be had. 

3d. The statement as to the Creek troops being “ bare-headed, bare- 
footed, without bread, and body in rags” is simply a piece of the great- 
est exaggeration. There have been times, no doubt, since this war 
began when the Indian troops were in want of clothing, but never, I 
suppose, of food, and although they may not be as well clad now as is 
desired, they seemed to me while I was with them to be tolerably com- 
fortable in this respect. The Creeks, at any rate, were as well clothed 
as the Cherokees, and Colonel Watie, in a letter addressed to me Au- 
gust 8, 1863, which has been made a part of my report to Congress, says, 
“T am glad to be able to state that my command has been better pro- 
vided for than formerly.” 

Permit me to take advantage of the present opportunity to allude to 
one or two other points, although they are not immediately connected 

‘with the subjects which have been referred to me in the accompanying 
letter. Mr. Vore, who has been appointed Creek agent, as before stated, 
I have ascertained is General Cooper’s brigade quartermaster. 

General Cooper and Major [John] Crawford, both of whom were agents 
under the old Government, one for the Choctaws and Chickasaws and 
the other for the Cherokees, were continued in their respective offices 
by the act of May 21, 1861, “ for the protection of certain Indian tribes.” 
These gentlemen are consequently each filling a military and a civil 
position. But little importance has heretofore been attached to this 
matter, as they have received no pay as agents while in the military 
service, and as the discharge of the duties imposed by law upon such 
officers has been rendered impossible or unnecessary by the war, with 
the exception of those referring to the payment of annuities, &c., and of 
these they have heretofore been relieved, the first payment under the 
treaties of 1861 having been made by General Pike, and all subsequent 
ones by myself. 

I have alluded to the searcity of good arms in the Indian country. 
This is a misfortune, and has been the source of much dissatisfaction and 
complaint among the different Nations. I would, therefore, suggest 
that about two thousand stand of muskets or rifles be sent to the Trans- 
Mississippi Department especially for the Indian troops. It is my 
opinion that such a step would do more toward removing discontent 
from the minds of the Indians and satisfying them of the good will of 
the Confederate States than any other that could be taken. This being 
a matter of a purely military nature, I make the suggestion with great 
hesitation, and I trust my desire to save this beautiful country for the 
Confederate States, as well as my interest in the welfare of its people, 
will be a sufficient warrant for it. 

Respectfully submitted. 


S. 8S. SCOTT, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
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{inclosure No, 1.] 


Fort WAsHITA, O. N., August 8, 1863. 


Lieutenant-General HoLmss, 
Commanding District of Arkansas, Ge. : 


DEAR SiR: I regret exceedingly that the nature of your health was 
Such when I was at Little Rock as to render it impossible for me to 
see you. Knowing the importance of having a personal interview with 
you before visiting the Indian country, I remained in that city four.or 
five days for the purpose, and only left when your physician informed 
me that I would not, perhaps, have an opportunity of seeing you for 
some considerable time. I was extremely gratified, a day or two ago, 
to hear that you were rapidly improving, and would immediately enter 
upon the discharge of the arduous duties of your command. 

It has appeared to me proper to make a brief statement to you of 
the condition of affairs in this part of your district, as far as they have 
fallen under my observation, although I suppose I will only be giving 
you information that has been furnished by others. 

I am just from General Steele’s headquarters, in the vicinity of Fort 
Gibson. His armyI found by no means in good condition. Desertions 
of late have been frequent in General Cabell’s brigade, and more in- 
difference to duty and impatience of restraint have been manifested 
by a large portion of the Indians in General Cooper’s command than 
ever marked their conduct before. This state of things is partly attrib- 
utable to the character of the ammunition with which the army is 
supplied. The powder is perfectly worthl.ss. The mere charging of 
the gun grinds it into the finest dust, which is little likely to explode; 
and, should it do so, its power is scarcely more than sufficient to drive 
the ball out of the piece. A surgeon was left behind, after the late 
skirmish, by General Cooper, to take care of his wounded, who states 
that balls were extracted from the bodies of wounded Yankees, in his 
presence, which were not even buried in the flesh. The Indians have 
taken up an idea, which I endeavored to overcome, that the powder 
(which came from Matamoras) was made at the North, and ‘sent out 
especially to be sold to our army. I think if General Steele (though it 
is not easy to determine where these are to come from) had one or two 
good infantry regiments, and a battery, with a supply of reliable am- 
munition, in addition to the force he now has, he could rid the Indian 
country of the Yankees in a few weeks. Could they be driven out now, 
there is but little doubt that they would remain out during the coming 
fall and winter. Should, however, General Steele be forced back from 
his present position, I greatly fear that all of the Creeks would leave 
him, and they and their country be lost to the Confederate States for- 
ever. I make these suggestions, general, most respectfully, and, though 
coming from one possessed of no military knowledge, I am satisfied 
you will give to them a candid consideration. 

I have conferred with the Creeks and Cherokees, and paid them their 
annuities. The Seminoles and Chickasaws I expect to meet here to- 
morrow. The Choctaws I shall see in a short time, as well as the Re- 
serve Indians. Before I return to the east side of the Mississippi 
River, I shall use my best exertions to have the Indians satisfied. 
Should you wish to make any suggestions to me, I would be pleased to 
have you write to me at Shreveport, to the care of General Smith. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8. S. SCOTT, 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
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{Inclosure No. 2.] 
MARSHALL, TEX., August 23, 1863. 


According to the request of Lieutenant-General Smith, commanding 
Trans-Mississippi Department, the following memorandum of the con-. 
dition of affairs and the necessities of the command in the Indian Ter- 
ritory are respectfully submitted : 

1st. With regard to the existing deficiency in ordnance stores, please 
see accompanying extracts from brigade reports. 

2d. General Steele, commanding Indian Department, respectfully asks 
that engineer officers, and, if possible, a supply of intrenching tools, be 
sent him. 

3d. It is believed thatif a. supply of long-range guns be furnished, 
the Choctaws, and perhaps the residue of the Indian troops, would cheer- 
fully submit to being dismounted, and could in time be rendered effect- 
ive as infantry. 

In reference to the battery asked for Captain Howell’s company, and 
the solicited re-enforcements for General Steele’s command, the views - 
and intentions of the commanding general having been indicated in a 
personal interview, a reference thereto is deemed unnecessary, &c. 


Extract from ordnance report of Cooper’s brigade. 


Common. riiles; old and-wornt 22.9. 52 0) ices Sone cele bole Sona sea selasiseusion cee ey NADY. 
Shot-ounsioldcand worms oa. chee. vc ccy sh) oee eb oO eee ee cbse mesemeesaaccee 1,078 
IMUSSISSIN PIEITLOS\ eee see or cayal amas = hee ow sieve Be mas ome hee melee eantee ele ener 76 
Silarps witless ss elo tees Sinee s am hore celine Sc crema cS ciee wbinien mio omte eric cite eteeal 42 
Deloinni wiles soo. toe ew nee cee thse Joe Salsa cline wieta culate ce San eae eae aaa aes 12 
WOXMA Cove oe ee at cate oa Sr mene ons oc eae So eala twine me tito aie Sate teenies 450 
Maynard rifles -.....--..--....---- : 2 
Muskets, old and worn 416 
Batoldprmiles sO 00s sessment we Sonic Scje a are cicios marae were are Acris see Se 265 
MOLE SUMOBIn ea cheecios Wotate) SaaS aes tals & aca oas o oe toe S Sam seule REE eee Mem emene 20 
ELAUNSiC AND IMesyasc aes vate Rene migasicrs Ste ous acto eee hes Dae Ree EER een eee 4 
Mim Tenn TSIke bs Secs Bae eS atone che Sens ee i A ee cc ee cae 25 
Woliveimitles sien cctv. cereae a tibet ane aan chs Me na Clete Scat re ea 4 


A large proportion of these guns are old, worn, and, scarcely service- 
able. ' 

A. battery of three guns (two mountain howitzers and one 2.25-inch 
prairie) attached to this brigade, with about 120 rounds of ammunition: 
to each gun. 

; Extract from weekly report of Cooper’s brigade. 


EAtnnents Present and 


Present. abacxt 


Troops. For duty. 


Aggre- Aggre- Agegre- 
as Total. gate, Total. gate. Total. gate. 


gate. 
Talon Poke testcase ceserweessuest 2,288 | 2,473 | 2,545 | 2,743) 1,570| 1,684] 4,115| 4,377 
VITO Me ate Se a nse 1,061} 1,141] 1,416] 1,611 809 858 | 2,220] 2,369 


Included. in this force are the garrisons at Forts Arbuckle and Wash- 
ita, Boggy Depot, North Fork, Perryville, and Webber’s Falls (Indian 
troops). 

DECEMBER 16, 1863. 

Respectfully submitted to the President. The report answers the 
letter of the President, and affords information of the military condi- 
tion and transactions of the Indians. . 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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HEADQUARTERS SHELBY’S BRIGADE, 
Camp Turner Ashby, December 14, 1863. ~ 
Maj. HENRY Ewine, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Marmaduke’s Division : 

Masor: In obedience to orders from General Marmaduke, and with 
an eye to the force reported concentrating at Waldron, I have moved 
my camp this morning. This was the only direction in which forage 
could be obtained, so as to cover and protect Washington. So my loca- 
tion for the present will be in the vicinity of Nashville. I have 100 men 
at Paraclifta, under Lieutenant [W. H.] Ferrell, for the purpose of far- 
nishing me information and preserving order in Sevier County. 


I had 6 men in Major [J. F.] Pickler’s camp, who reported to me yester- | 


day that Pickler’s men had gone over body and soul to General Cooper, 
and that they had left when Pickler was here bartering for their transfer 
to thiscommand. Captains [John] Jarrett and Pool have reported with 
a corporal’s guard, and been assigned to duty in their respective regi- 
ments. As I expressed to General Marmaduke, I still believe they are 
the men desirous of keeping out of the service, and made the arrest of 
Lieutenant Railey by Lieutenant-General Smith a pretext. I mention 
this fact so that General Marmaduke can adopt such measures as he 
may deem necessary. The men left the other side of General Price’s 
headquarters. 
Very respectfully, 
JO. O. SHELBY, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 15, 1863, 


Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper, Commanding, é&e. : 

GENERAL : I am in receipt of your communication of the 14th instant, 
reporting your arrival with Wells’ battalion at Spencer Academy. The 
general commanding directs that, if it can be done without interference 
with the general hospital, you establish your headquarters for the present 
at Spencer, camping your men at some contiguous point where timber 
can be had conveniently for hutting themselves. Every exertion is 
being made to procure the necessary lumber for roofing, and I presume 
a sufficient number of tools can be obtained to do the work. Major 
Cabell has himself gone to-day, as well as Major Rector, into Texas for 
the purpose of visiting several saw-mills on the other side of the river, 
where it is believed the lumber can be obtained. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. G. DUVAL, 


Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Camden, Ark., December 17, 1863. 
Col. JOSEPH O. SHELBY: 

COLONEL: Your communication of December 12, 1863, declining to 
forward to division headquarters an official communication of one of 
the officers of your brigade, has been forwarded me to-day for official 
action. Contrary to my usual course, and actuated by the interest which 
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I feel in an officer who has heretofore behaved so gallantly, and has 
shown himself capable of doing so much good to our afflicted country 
at this time, I have concluded, before taking any notice of this commu- 
nication, to address you an unofficial letter‘on this subject, advising you, 
for your own good and that of the service, to withdraw a communica- 
tion so unmilitary in its character, and calculated to inflict so deep a 
wound upon your well-earned reputation as asoldier. You have violated 
the indisputable right of the officers and men under you to make known 
their complaints through their intermediate officers, and you have re- 
fused to do that which military law and every principle of justice 
requires you to do, and [ do not hesitate to say that before any intel- 
ligent military court it would be impossible for you to escape convic- 
tion. Iam the more interested in this matter as I have just recom- 
mended you to the President in the highest terms for promotion, and 
have succeeded in interesting the Congressional delegation in your 
favor, and have no doubt but that the application for your promotion 
will be successful. Under these circumstances, I have concluded to 
suspend any action in this matter until I receive a reply from you. In 
thus departing from my usual course, I am induced to do so from the 
kindest feelings toward you. 
Very respectfully, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 18, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. R. M. GANo, Commanding : 

GENERAL: The commanding general has just received official infor- 
mation from department headquarters that a movement is now being 
made by our forces in the direction of Little Rock and Pine Bluff, Ark., 
_ and he has also been notified to hold himself in readiness to co-operate 

in this movement should it become necessary. He therefore directs 
that immediate and active steps be taken by you to place your brigade 
in such a condition as will enable him to meet the expectations of Lieu- 
tenant-General Smith. The effect of this movement, he is informed, 
will be felt by the latter part of this month. General Steele directs 
that you should keep this information secret. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
B. G. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(Same to Brigadier-General Cooper.) 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, O. N., December 19, 1863. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have learned that an officer of an Indian regiment has 
lately started for Richmond as an envoy from a council of Indians, pur- 
porting to represent the different Nations in treaty with the Confederate 
States. This officer (Capt.Campbell Le Flore, acting quartermaster) has 
left without proper authority, the whole object having been studiously 
concealed from my knowledge. His object, I learn from report, is to 
convey certain allegations against myself,and to demand that Brig. Gen. 
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D. H. Cooper be made a major-general, and that certain other parties 
shall be made brigadier-generals. As to the charges against myself, I 
am not only willing, but desirous, that they should undergo the most 
searching scrutiny, by which means I am. confident I can not only ac- 


quit myself of any crime, but justify every movement which has been ; 


made by my order; and, moreover, show that a systematic course has 
been pursued having for its object the destruction of my character 
with the Indians, with a view to the promotion of Brigadier-General 
Cooper, through the influence of the Indian Nations. The ery of cow- 
ardice, and even treason, has been raised, for acts which I am ready to 
show were only made in obedience to the dictates of common sense. 
My recent experience only confirms the opinion already formed that 
Indianized white men are not, as a class, men of much moral standing, . 
and who are ready to acquire money at the expense of either the In- 
dians, the Government, or, indeed, any one else. I am convinced that 
there is, and has been, much peculation in this district, which I have 
been unable to prevent, notwithstanding I have been assisted by an 
honest and competent staff, and that the efforts with that view have 
been one of the causes of my present unpopularity. My Northern birth 
has also-been used against me, and slurred at in an official communi- 
cation from General Cooper. I have now, at my own request, been re- 
lieved from this command, and this letter is only for the purpose of say- 
ing that whatever the nature of the accusations against me, I am ready, 
willing, and anxious tomeet them. Myjudgment may have been faulty, 
but such as it is it has been used honestly and earnestly for the best 
interests of the Confederacy. The present state of affairs appears to be 
the result of a scheme originating, I believe, with the Hon. E. 0. Bou- 
dinot, delegate from the Cherokees for raising several Indian brigades 
for permanent service in the Indian country, the whole to be commanded 
by a major-general, and it was feared that if it should appear that my 
administration were successful, that I might be selected for the com- 
mand. Hence the necessity for traducing me. 

In conclusion, allow me to say that the policy of raising brigades of 
Indian troops will only result in an increased expenditure of public 
money without an adequate increase of the fighting strength. The 
Indians go and come at will, or nearly so. Their whims and caprices 
have beén pandered to until it is impossible to put any reliance in them, 
or to tell what number of troops you will have from one day to another. 
If, however, it is deemed advisable to enroll as many as possible, white 
men from the States should be rejected. Many are disposed to seek 
this service as not subjecting them to the restraints of discipline. In 
case these Indian brigades are created, I would suggest that staff officers 
of known ability and honesty be appointed to them. , Requisitions are 
made and approved with utter disregard to the number of men present, 
and sometimes they greatly exceed the numbers borne on the rolls. 
The Federal Government has made better soldiers of the Indians in the 
service by appointing the officers to companies and regiments. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Indorsements. ] 
HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, January 17, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

The inclosed paper is well worthy the attention of the Department. 
General Steele labored conscientiously and faithfully in the discharge 
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of his duties whilst commanding the Indian Department. If he has not 
been. successful, it must be remembered his means were limited and the 
difficulties encountered great. I do not regard the promotion of Brig- 
adier-General Cooper as wise or necessary. 

EH. KIRBY SMITH, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
Respectfully submitted to the consideration of the Adjutant and In- 


spector General. 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORDNANCE OFFICE, March 14, 1864. 
This matter has already received the consideration and action of the 


President. 
H. L. C. [CLAY], 
[Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 19, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. R. M. GANO: 


GENERAL: I have been informed that Carter’s brigade has been 
ordered into this district. Should you hear of their approach, please 
inform the commander that I wish him to halt in your vicinity, and re- 
port by letter. In the mean time send up some of the Partisans, who 
know the country well, to learn the state of affairs at Waldron. It may 
be that the enemy has measured the strength of his force at that place 
with reference to your strength, and that the addition of another 
brigade, may enable you to take it before it is known that you have 
been joined by other troops. You cannot be too cautious in keeping all 
knowledge of intended movements to yourself. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 20, 1863. 
Brigadier-General COOPER, 
. Commanding, de. : 


GENERAL: I am in receipt of your communication of the 19th. The 
general commanding directs me to say in reply that he is not advised 
of the exact extent of the co-operation which. is expected of him, nor 
of the point toward which the troops will move, should they be called 
upon. The object of my communication of the 18th was to apprise you 
of the probable movement, so that your brigade might be placed in a 
' state of readiness for any contingency. General Steele does not desire 
that the troops operating in the direction of Gibson, or under Colonel 
Watie, should be recalled. It has already been directed that the Sem- 
inole battalion should report to Colonel Bourland, for frontier defense. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. G. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


a 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 20, 1863. 
Brigadier-General COOPER: 


GENERAL: General Steele has just heard, through a Choctaw, that 


there is, or has been lately, a body of Federals somewhere on the 


Kimishi, above this place. This Choctaw reports that the Federals, 
in force, were marching in this direction. General Steele desires that 
you should take the necessary steps to ascertain what truth there may 


be in these reports. The Choctaw who brought the report was sent to — 


you by General Steele, with Adjutant Simons, of the Second Choctaw 
Regiment. 1t was difficult to communicate with the man, as he spoke 
very impertect English. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. G. DUVAL, 
Tteutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 20, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. R. M. GAno, Commanding, Ec. : : 


GENERAL: The general commanding directs that, if you have not — : 


already begun a forward movement, you take up your line of march in 


this direction without delay. There is reason to believe that the Fed- — ty 


erals design moving down toward this place. He desires that you 


should keep him advised of your progress, and the condition, &c., of 


your command. You will please have a field return made out and for- 
warded to these headquarters upon the reception of this communication. 
I have the honor to be, &c., respectfully, 
Bb. G. DUVAL, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Richmond, Va., December 21,1863, 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States, Richmond, Va. : 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I inclose to you copies of letters from Col. Stand — . 


Watie, which, if you have time to read, may furnish some information 


concerning the Indian country. I am aware of the severe duties that ‘ iis 
engage your whole attention, or I should before now have called in per- 
son. The brigade authorized to be raised by Col. Stand Watie would 


have been organized last summer but for the untimely advance of the 


enemy, who defeated and effectually cut off several companies raised by — 
him in Arkansas, and which either were thrown into other commands — 
or turned out on their own hook. Two regiments and four companies — 
had directly reported to Colonel Watie. General Holmes assured me 
that General Steele had sadly disappointed him in his operations in the | 


Indian country. I am sorry to say that he does not possess the confi- 
dence of the Indians, and regret that General Smith retains him in 


command of their country. He has abandoned their country and one- _ 


third of his own force. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


E. C. BOUDINOT, i 
Delegate, Ge. 
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[Inclosure No. 1.] 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Cherokee Nation, August 8, 1863. 
Hon. 8. 8. Scorr, ‘ 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs : 


Sir: In compliance with your request, I herewith submit a statement 
of matters relating to the Cherokee people. The history of military 
operations in this country and in the State of Arkansas, directly affect- 
ing the interests of our people, gives just cause for complaint. The 
Indian troops who have been true to the South from the very first have 
been treated in many instances as though it were immaterial whether 
or not they were paid as promptly and equipped as thoroughly as other 
soldiers. Money specially obtained for them has more than once been 
appropriated to the use of other commands. Clothing, procured at 
great trouble and expense, to cover the nakedness of Indian troops, has 
on several occasions been distributed among less necessitous soldiers. 
Notwithstanding this treatment has been such as to test to the utmost 
their fidelity, they have remained true as steel. I can point to my com- 
mand, and show less desertions than in any of like size in the service. 
I am glad to be able to say that of late my command has been better 
provided for than formerly. In April last a small force of hostile In- 
dians, negroes, and one battalion of Kansas troops, in all about 2,000 
men, took possession of Fort Gibson, in the Cherokee country. They 
have held this place, and consequently the Cherokee Nation, ever since, 
almost unmolested. There have been no vigorous efforts made to dis- 
lodge them, and they have at leisure strengthened and fortified their 
position. This mongrel force has laid waste our country, driven the 
women and children from their homes, and kept the other Nations, 
which have yet escaped invasion, in a continual state of alarm. 

I cannot understand the soundness of the policy which allows a vastly 
inferior force of the enemy to ravage the land withimpunity. The hardi- 
hood of our enemies in penetrating 200 miles from their base of supplies, 
and from all support from other troops, when it is well known we have 
a force at least three times as large, is only equaled by the lack of 
spirit, inactivity, and apparent cowardice with which they have been 
met. It was my opinion ten weeks ago that by a concentration of our 
available forces we could overwhelm and utterly destroy our foes. I 
wrote my convictions to Brigadier-General Steele, who, unfortunately, 
was not cognizant of the true condition of affairs here, and to Lieuten- 
ant-General Holmes. The former paid no attention to my suggestions; 
the latter assured me if General Steele did not think himself strong 
enough to move against the enemy he would make him so in three 
weeks. Since then, although strengthened by infantry and artillery, 
the same lethargy and procrastination prevail, and our prospects look 
more gloomy than ever. These delays and novel movements around 
and about, but never against, a much inferior force have produced uni- 
versal dissatisfaction and despondency. The most favorable time for 
repelling the invader has passed, but a little energy may yet retrieve 
our misfortunes. 

Nearly every able-bodied man among the Cherokees is doing service 
in the army. In a majority of instances their families have been robbed 
of everything, leaving them utterly destitute and only too glad to escape — 
with their lives. They.are scattered over the Creek and Choctaw Na- 
tions and in the State of Texas. A census will soon be made out of 
their numbers, I think it will not fall short of 6,000. It is proposed 
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to colonize these families at some point convenient to the provision 
market of Texas. Some arrangement will have to be made to provide 
them with shelter and clothing. The Cherokees have, by an ordinance 
recently adopted by their convention, undertaken to provide for their 
own destitute people. Their agents, appointed for this purpose, can 
accomplish but little good without money. I suggest that the annui- 
ties due the Cherokees be turned over as soon as possible. There can 
be no question that such annuities are due from the States of the Con- 
federacy. The difficulty of collecting them is another matter. The 
Confederate States have promised us full protection against our ene- 
mies. I have ever made due allowance for the many embarrassments 
and difficulties the Government has experienced in maintaining her 
own rights and fulfilling her engagements with the Indians, but I have 
always discouraged those who complain of neglect, and have done all 
in my power to maintain confidence in the ability and certainty in the 
intentions of the Government. Shall I continue to encourage them, 
or shall I at once unveil to them the dread truth that our country is to 
be hopelessly abandoned, and that they are to receive the reward of 
poverty and ruin for their unswerving fidelity to the Southern cause ? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
STAND WATIE, 
Principal Chief of the Cherokees. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, CHEROKEE NATION, 
August 9, 1863. 
His Exceliency the Governor of the Creek Nation: 

Sire: The condition of affairs in the Indian country inclines me to ad- 
dress you upon the subject of paramount importance to Creeks as well 
as Cherokees, viz, the prospect of adequate assistance from the Con- 
federate States against our enemies, and the ability of the Indians, un- 
assisted, to maintain their rights and defend their homes. It is now 
more than a year since our foes invaded in force the Cherokee Nation. 
They have desolated the land and robbed the people, until scarcely a 
Southern family is left east and north of the Arkansas River. The 
friends of the South have almost as one man taken up arms in the 
Southern cause, and have, with their brothers of the other Nations, 
struck many blows upon their enemies. ‘The promised protection of the 
Confederate Government, owing, I am compelled to say, to the glaring 
inefficiency of its subordinate agents, has accomplished nothing; it has 
been a useless and expensive pageant; an object for the success of our 
enemies and the shame of our friends. I fear we can reasonably look for 
no change for the better, but that the Indians will have at last to rely 
upon themselves alone in the defense of their country. I believe it is in 
the power of the Indians unassisted, but united and determined, to hold 
their country. We cannot expect to do this without serious losses and 
many trials and privations; but if we possess the spirit of our fathers, 
and are resolved never to be enslaved by an inferior race, and trodden 
under the feet of an ignorant and insolent foe, we, the Creeks, Choc- 
taws, Chickasaws, Seminoles, and Cherokees, never can be conquered 
by the Kansas jayhawkers, renegade Indians, and runaway negroes. 
It requires at this time, and will as long as the war shall last, all the 
Yankee forces of Missouri to hold that State against the friends of the 
South within her limits. The multitude of soldiers that the North has 
now, or may yet bring into the field, will have abundant occupation 
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elsewhere, so that the only expectation of the North to conquer the In- 
dian Nation is in the traitors that have deserted us, the negroes they 
have stolen from us, and a few Kansas jayhawkers they can spare from 
that detestable region. Shall we suffer ourselves to be subjugated and 
enslaved by such a class? Never! 

I have written to Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith and the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs upon these matters. I hope soon to know positively 
whether we are to receive effective assistance from the Confederate 
Government, or whether theIndians must defend themselves alone and 
unaided. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
STAND WATITE, 
Principal Chief of the Cherokees. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, CHEROKEE NATION, 
August 9, 1863. 
His Excellency the Governor of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations: 
Srr: I wish, through you, to present to the people of your country a 
few thoughts, which the present condition and future prospects of the 
Indians have brought to my mind. I have entertained the confident, 
but delusive, hope for the last year that ordinary energy and activity 
would take the place of sluggishness and delay in the military move- 
ments in this country, and that a proper use of the means in our power 
would enable us to regain that portion of our territory which has been 
overrun by our enemies. Relief and protection, so often cheeringly 
promised, has not been afforded us; but our’strength has been frittered 
away without accomplishing any good. Every day drives the conviction 
to my mind that we, the Indians true to the South, must place small 
reliance upon the promises of assistance from abroad; indeed, I am of 
opinion that we should cast behind us all expectation of adequate aid 
from the Confederate Government, and test our whole strength to defend 
our homes alone. An insignificant force of the enemy has been allowed 
to hold the Cherokee Nation for five months, and every day’s delay ren- 
ders it more difficult to repel them. Ido not think all is lost because 
officers in control here will make no effort to regain the country. We 
have suffered much, and, I fear, are destined to suffer more, by reason of 
their culpable delay. If we are still to be the victims of incapable and 
slothful leaders, and our whole country devastated by a ruthless foe, 
we may have one consolation in knowing that, by a united and unyield- , 
ing opposition of our Indian forces alone, we can make our fair country 
an unpleasant, if not an untenable, home for our enemies. The gallant 
Seminoles bave shown what folly it is to try to subjugate and destroy a 
people determined to defend their rights. The bravery of the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw troops in this war has not been excelled by any troops. 
in the service, and, by a proper understanding among ourselves, our 
country may yet be saved, despite the inertness and criminal delays of 
those who have promised to protect us. It is a mistaké that the oceu- 
pation by the enemy of the Cherokee country is of small personal con- 
sequence to the Choctaw people. If the Cherokee Nation is abandoned 
to the enemy, the Creek country falls the next victim, and, in speedy 
turn, your own country will share the same fate. f 
I shall be glad to hear from you on this subject, and receive any sug- 
gestions as to the course most proper to pursue in the present discour- 
aging state of affairs. I have written a full statement of the condition 
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of Indian matters in our country to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
and to Lieutenant-General Smith. I expect to hear from them in a few 
weeks. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STAND WATIR, 

Principal Chief of the Cherokees. 


{Inclosure No. 4.] ; 
CAMP KANARD, 
Creek Nation, August 17, 1863. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States : 


DEAR FATHER: It was customary under the old Government for the 
Indians to address the President as their father, and if there were ties | 
and relations which made it necessary in the old, it must be so in the 
new, where ties and relations are so much stronger. Then, in thus ad- 
dressing you, we feel all we say; and presenting our wants to one we 
love, we have the utmost confidence that they will be respected and 
satisfied. 

In the late treaty concluded between the Confederate States and our 
Nation, it was stipulated that in the appointment of an agent for this 
tribe our wishes and preference in his appointment should be consulted, 
and a due deference paid to them in such selection. Believing it to be 
our right so to do, this preference as to a choice was expressed more 
than a year ago and forwarded to Your Excellency; but from some cause 
we have received no expression from yourself in regard to this choice, — 
until the Commissioner of Indian Affairs came out here last winter, 
when the same choice was expressed to him. He assured us that the 
man of our choice, Israel G. Vore, should be appointed our agent in due 
time, as provided for by treaty, but from some cause unknown to us he 
received no appointment until the Commissioner came this time, when it 
was again promised us that I. G. Vore should be appointed our agent. 
Since we made this choice we have seen no cause for a change in choice; 
therefore urge it as aright, for since we made this selection, which was 
from a perfect knowledge of the man, we have seen no cause to change; 
hence urge and insist upon his appointment. . 

And, again, in the same treaty it was promised that our country should .° 
be defendéd and protected, and, in order to do this most effectually, this 
people agreed to raise a regiment of men for the Confederate States, to 
be used only within the limits of the Indian country and for its defense. 
Since that time we have turned out another regiment of Creeks and 
several detached companies. Recently we have passed a conscript act, 
taking into the army all the men in the country between the ages of 
eighteen and fifty. The soldiers raised by us were to be furnished «as 
white soldiers in the States. As to how they are furnished we know 
not; but our soldiers, until recently, were, with few exceptions, unarmed, 
most of the time without ammunition; bareheaded, barefooted, without 
bread, and body in rags. The most of the time we were hard pressed 
by the enemy, and no force near to aid and assist us, the forces under 
Brigadier-General Pike having fallen back of our country.some hundred 
miles. Under these great privations, which try the souls of men, a few 
of our people ran off from the country and joined the enemy, who were 
stationed in the Cherokee country just across our line. 

Since Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper has had command iu part, we have 
been assisted to some extent—as much, perhaps, as his unequal forces 
could give; and at this time (except the battalion under Lieutenant- 
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Colonel Wells) there is not a soldier within our limits except our own, 
while the enemy is stationed but a short distance from us, with a large 
and heavy force. Is there no remedy for our distressed condition? 
Will not our father, the President, aid and effectually assist his dis- 
tressed and sinking children? We know he will. General Cooper has 
done all he can for the protection and defense of our country. Weknow 
he feels a deep interest in our welfare, and were the proper means 
placed in his hands, our country would be ably defended beyond a 
doubt; and as to a commander for this department, he is decidedly 
our choice and preference. Thus much we have thought proper to trans- 
mit to our father, the President, with entire confidence that our wants 
in the premises thus sent will meet his approbation, and be completely 
met and satisfied. ‘ 
Affectionately, yours, &c., 

: MOTY KANARD ET AL. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 21, 1863. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CoLONEL: I received yesterday the order relieving me from command 
in the Indian country, complimentary in terms, but the effect of which 
is utterly destroyed by the accompanying letter, putting me in a sub- 
ordinate position in the same command from which I have asked to be 
relieved. The slanders that have been industriously circulated through 
the Indian country and Northern Texas not only make it extremely 
disagreeable for me to serve here, but it impairs my usefulness. I think 
it only justice to me that I should not be required to serve in this region 
until I am cleared of the imputations referred to, particularly as serving 
in a subordinate capacity where I have been in command carries the 
idea that I have not given satisfaction, and have been superseded in 
consequence. ‘The order relieving me will be seen by few, the fact that _ 
I am superseded will be patent to every one. The belief expressed that 
General Cooper will be found to be the senior is an additional reason 

tor wishing to quit the country. I cannot serve under him, as 1 may 
be required at any time to do. You have doubtless seen the article in 
the Houston Telegraph of the 5th instant, referring to matters here, and 
intimating that there has been complicity with the enemy. I have 
written to the editor for the name of the writer, with a view to a trial. 
This letter purports to come from the troops I am to be assigned to, 
and makes another reason why I should not take this command at 
present. I think I have lost enough already by accepting a command 
from a sense of duty, after it had been declined by several officers to 
whom it had been offered before me. Notwithstanding the fact that all 
the property I owned at the beginning of this war was at the North, 
and that I resigned from the army and cast my lot with the South, I 
am looked upon with suspicion as a Yankee, and am told that people 
will not believe that I am not a brother of the Federal general of the — 
same name, that being one of the reports circulated. I had hoped to 
be able to quit this country and to have a short time to arrange the 
records of the district in such a manner that they would have formed 
my defense. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, Decgmber 21, 1863. 


Brigadier-General CooPER, Commanding : 


GENERAL: General Steele directs that you send a small party under 
command of a reliable officer on the direct road (Towson and Fort Smith), 
with orders to proceed at least as far as the Riddle and Waldron road, 
if they discover nothing previous to reaching that point. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
B. G. DUVAL, 
Iieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


t 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksville, December 22, 1863. 


Brigadier-General COOPER: 


GENERAL: Your messenger left before I had read your note. Not 
having received a report from you for some time, I am not well posted as 
to the number of men you can get together, but I should think enough to 
meet 300 cavalry. The scout sent this morning should give further in- 
telligence of their movements. I suppose that the Second Choctaw is 
much scattered, as well as the others, and out of ammunition. There is 
a small supply in the quartermaster’s store-house, which can be obtained 
in case your ordnance officer has none here. 


Your obedient servant, 
WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


[P. S.]—Collect your men as soon as possible. The receipt to-day of 
funds will enable you to do so more promptly, 


HEADQUARTERS Woop’s BATTALION MISSOURI CAVALRY, 
Near Murfreesborough, Ark., December 23, 1863. 


Maj. HENRY EWING, . 
Assistant Adjutant- General: 


Masgor: I have the honor to acknowledge the general’s instructions 
relating to subsistence, and remaining at this locality longer, and must 
inform him that the command has now been here thirty-five days; that 
remaining longer may impoverish the vicinity too much, as also break 
down the teams by constant hauling at long distances. 

My last accounts from Colonel Shelby’s command places them at a 
point that can well guard the approaches to this direction; and to save 
my means of transportation for any move that may occur, as also to 
lessen the evils upon the citizens that would necessarily occur, would 
ask, if not inconsistent, to move 20 to 25 miles westward, at the locality 
named by the general, 10 or 15 miles from Washington, on the Murfrees- 
borough and Washington road. There is no forage to be had. 

Iam, major, your obedient servant, 


R. C. WOOD, 
Major, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 

Camden, Ark., December 23, 1863. _ 

Brig. Gen. ALFRED MovurTon, ae 
Commanding Division : 

GENERAL: I have intrusted to you a most important duty, in the 
success of which I feel the greatest solicitude. Twenty-five thousand 
stand of arms have been sent to this department. General Johnston 
assures me they shall be crossed even should he employ his whole army 
for the purpose. Your whole division should be used for the successful 
accomplishment of this work. 

Colonel [I. F.] Harrison, who was intrusted with the duty, but whose 
command was inadequate, is an officer of energy, prudence, and ability. 
His knowledge of the country will be invaluable to you, and you may 
find it expedient to carry out his plans. General Dockery, with 900 
unarmed mounted infantry, will report to you at Monroe, on or before 
the Ist of January. With Harrison’s cavalry, this will give you a force 
that should pack out eight thousand or ten thousand guns at one time. 
IT rely, general, on your energy and determination for the prompt and 
successful execution of this duty. 

Iam, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
[E. KIRBY SMITH,] 
LTneutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Camden, Ark., December 23, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. RICHARD TAYLOR: 

. GENERAL: I find, on making inquiries, and after acquiring the neces- 
sary information, that the situation of affairs here and within the ene- 
my’s lines is very different from what I had been led to expect, and 
that it would be madness, with the troops and means at my disposal, to 
attempt to drive the enemy from their works at Little Rock. There was 
a complete dearth of reliable information at headquarters previous to 
my arrival at Camden. I now find that the enemy, with their usual 
prudtnce, and with the same policy which always made them strengthen 
and secure the possession of the key points once obtained, have been 
long working with a heavy force, fortifying. At Pine Bluff the works are 
completed. A continuous line, with flanking arrangements three-fourths 
of a mile in extent, incloses the court-house and principal part of the 
town. The extremities rest on the river; the ditch is deep, about 10 feet 
wide, and an interior breastwork of cotton-bales strengthens the para- 
pet. A pontoon bridge opens communication with the north side of the © 
river. ‘I'welve pieces are in position, and the place is garrisoned by 
1,500 men—four regiments. A force of 1,000 negroes have for over a 
month been hard at work fortifying the position at Little Rock. Itisa 
place of natural strength, and, with the labor bestowed upon its defenses, 
is too strong for the means at my disposal. I have not succeeded in 
obtaining a plan of their works. They have two main large forts com- 
pleted, covering the advances from Camden and Pine Bluff. How far 
their line is completed [ have not learned, but from the number of la- 
borers and the time employed, it must cover all approaches to the city. 
Steele garrisons Little Rock with 6,000 men; has an advance post of 
1,200 or 1,500 men at Benton, with two inclosed. works covering the ap- 
proaches to the town. At Devall’s Bluff, Jacksonport, and along the 
railroad he has 3,000 men disposed. By drawing in his outposts, he 
can in four days concentrate a force of 12,000 effective men. General 
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Holmes has 5,000 infantry and 4,000 cavalry, which could be made 
available for operations in the field. The infantry cannot be relied 
upon for storming fortifications; the cavalry are composed of good ma- 
terial, but badly armed and undisciplined. . Mouton’s division would 
swell this force to 12,000. Great as is the magnitude of the stake, and 
deeply as I feel the necessity; not only for my personal reputation, but 
for the interests of this district and the department, of striking a blow 
for the Arkansas Valley, had I been in possession of these facts, and 
been furnished with the information I have now obtained, I should 
never have thought of undertaking at this season an expedition so 
Quixotic and impracticable. Pine Bluff could be carried by assault, 
but would be fruitless in results and costly in the sacrifice. Steele has 
thrown a large amount of supplies into Little Rock, and is independent 
of communication. General Holmes will place his command in winter 
quarters, holding the line of the Washita, and will endeavor to disci- 
pline and improve their morale for operations in the spring. The Texas 
brigade goes directly to Texas. Price holds his Missouri division ready 
to mové as circumstances may require. Colonel Harrison reports his 
force inadequate for protecting and securing the arms which are to cross 
the Mississippi. Moutonis in position to accomplish the work. I have 
ordered him, with his whole division, to cover and protect their trans- 
portation to Monroe. I haveimpressed upon him the importance of the 
- duty. To secure the safe passage of twenty-five thousand stand of arms 
would now be more valuable to us than a victory.. He should remain 
with his whole division till they have all been crossed. I have ordered 
900 unarmed mounted men—paroled Vicksburg prisoners—to report to 
him at Monroe on the 1st of January. They can pack out the arms on 
their horses; the bottom will be impassable for wagons. _ Major [H. T.] 
Douglas reports favorably on constructing a work at Trinity. Its im- 
portance is too great for me to again press the matterupon you. With 
a small covering force, the work, which will be small in extent, can be 
erected in a few days. 
I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[E. KIRBY SMITH,] 
LTieutenant- General. 


The lieutenant-general further instructs me to add that he attaches 
the greatest importance to the safe crossing of these arms, and if 
your other duties did not require your presence elsewhere, he would be 
gratified if you would give your own personal attention to the matter. 
The force necessary to cover the works at Trinity, Major Douglas thinks, 
would not exceed an infantry regiment, unless the movements of the 
enemy made it wholly impracticable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. S. WEST, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKHE’S DIVISION, 
. December 26, 1863—8 p.m. 
Hon. HENRY EWING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Marmaduke’s Division : 

Mayor: I am now 10 miles on my way to Camden. The heavy 
rains trouble me very much, threatening the intended movements of my 
troops. Send an order to Colonel Kitchen to-night to march his bri- 
- gade and the artillery to the Davis Settlement to-morrow, and repair the: 
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- road without delay leading from there direct to Camden, which, I think, 
crosses the Little Missouri at its mouth, near Tate’s Bluff. The Mis- 
souri will, I fear, be too high to ford; if so, I learn there are two ferry- 
boats at Tate’s Bluff. Both must be put in crossing condition. The 
horses can swim, the men and trains ferry. 

I will reach Camden early to-morrow afternoon, and will most proba- 
bly send Colonel Kitchen orders to march for Camden immediately, so 
that he can get into his permanent camp before the roads become im- 
passable. My headquarters will join Colonel K. to-morrow night, if 
practicable. When your men keep up the courier line to Washington, 
this line had better be withdrawn and paid off immediately. The route 
from Kitchen’s proposed camp (Davis Settlement), via Tate’s Bluff, is 
the most direct, not more than 25 miles to Camden. 

Perhaps you had better send this letter to Colonel Kitchen, and it 
will explain to him fully my views. 

Very respectfully, 
J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{Indorsement.] 


Colonel Kitchen will read, act on same, and return to me. 
Respectfully, 
H. EWING, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Doaksvitle, C. N., December 26, 1863. 
[General W. R. Bocas, Chief of Staff :] 

GENERAL: I desire to call your attention to the inclosed report of 
ordnance officer of this district.* An inspection of the report will show 
the men to be armed with guns of almost every variety, making it an 
exceedingly difficult matter to arrange an ordnance train for an engage- 
ment. Many of these guns are almost worthless. If the Indian troops 
are worth paying and feeding, they should unquestionably be so armed 
as to enable them to do good fighting, and this is peculiarly forcible 
here, where the Nation is to be protected, so far as practicable, and the 


enemy kept out of the great granary of Northern Texas, and the force © 


so very limited that not a man can be spared out of a fight. I especially 


call your attention to these items, viz: Unarmed men, 1,084; unserv- 


iceable arms, 183. 

The field returns of Gano’s brigade, handed in this morning, show 
an effective total (for an engagement) of little over 1,000. It would be 
difficult to get at the effective total of the Indian brigade, part of it 
being here and part with Col. Stand Watie in the Creek country. 
Bourland’s battalion belongs here, from which no report has been re- 
ceived, and is operating west, and could not be counted on in a fight 
with the Federals, as they are specially charged with looking after the 


wild Indians. Bass’ dismounted cavalry are doing post duty at dif-- 


ferent points, and is the only body used as infantry here. Cavalry and 


artillery without infantry make a singular sort of an army. Certainly, 


if the guns are to be had, this limited force, from which so much has 


been expected, should be all armed and well armed. The movements ~ 


of the enemy about Fort Smith, Van Buren, and Waldron indicate a 


* Not found. 


—s 
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movement somewhere. I do not think it so probably Texas now as an- 
other point, in view of operations in Arkansas. I hope you’ will give 
this matter your early and favorable attention. p 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; : ‘ 8S. B. MAXEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


e{Y. S.]—The only forces that could be safely counted on for a fight are 
Gano’s brigade and the Indian brigade. I would call your attention 
to one other point, omitted in my letter, viz, Martin’s regiment, belong- 
ing here, is in the conscript business in Northern Texas. It should be 
sent back as soon as it can be spared. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
_ Camden, December 28, 1863. 
Maj. HENRY EwIne, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Marmaduke’s Division : 

Mayor: The whole programme is again changed. I take my Mis- 
souri troops (Shelby’s and Marmaduke’s brigades) to operate on the 
Mississippi and Arkansas Rivers this winter; will encamp for the pres- 
ent on the west side of the Saline, near Warren or Mount Elba. The 
Texas troops, under Parsons, also go with me. I desire Marmaduke’s 
' brigade, if possible, to cross the Washita above the mouth of the Little 
Missouri and encamp on the east side of the Washita, in a country where 
the men can be fed and the horses foraged. I learn there is plenty of 
forage near the mouth of Little Missouri, on the east bank of Washita. 
This brigade must occupy a position where I can readily move it to 
Warren. If it cannot cross the Washita near its present position, I 
desire it to march immediately to this place, where there is a pontoon 
bridge over the Washita; but to come by Camden to get to Warren 
would carry the brigade some 20 miles out of the way, and make it cross 
the Little Missouri and Washita both. After crossing the Washita, the 
brigade will remain on the east side some four to six days, awaiting the | 
arrival of Shelby’s brigade, ordered to this place. Colonel Kitchen wilt 
judge whether it be best to come by Camden or not. In case Colonel 
Kitchen crosses above the mouth of the Little Missouri, I desire him to 
report by courier to this place the exact locality of his camp and the re- 
sources of the country. he camp may be 1 mile or 10 miles in the direc- 
tion of Warren from the Washita, my object being to hold that brigade in 
@ position for marching by or before Shelby’s arrives. Order Hughey’s 
battery to report to General Cabell; the rest of the artillery to march 
with Colonel Kitchen. Cabell and Brooks will be taken from my com- 
mand, I suppose. Shelby’s brigade will not be here under five days; 
till they arrive I will most probably remain here. I desire my head- 
quarters to come immediately to this place. We will camp near the 
town, as no quarters can be had. Say to Major [C. ©.] Rainwater that 
I have had stopped all his ammunition wagons, &c., till he arrives. He 
must make some disposition of his ammunition and gun shop at Wasih- 
ington; to do as he thinks best with them. Shelby will come through 
Washington ; [William M.] Dunn must provide for them en route. They 
can draw the flour there. The beef-cattle for them had better be put 
in charge of Major King, a special detail, and kept, to be turned over 
to them when they join Marmaduke’s brigade. Tell Dunn to continue 
getting in beef from Texas. 
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When Colonel Greene and Captain Brown arrive, I desire Greene’s 
regiment reorganized. 

I wish Colonel Kitchen, Majors Dunn, Rainwater, and [G. D.] Page to 
read this letter in order that they may fully understand my movements 
and plans, and determine what is best in their several departments, and 
act accordingly. | 

I have ordered Shelby to march via Washington to this place; that 
at Washington, Dunn will have arrangements to get his breadstuffs to 
this place. 

All my courier lines should be withdrawn. Warren is about 52 miles 
from here, nearly east, in a rich country, and 3 miles from the Saline 
- River. : 

J. S. MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


P. S.—If the Washita cannot be crossed above the Little Missouri, 
and the Little Missouri cannot be crossed at Tate’s Bluff, the command 
will have to cross at Tate’s Ferry, which is 10 miles above Tate’s Bluff. 


Very respectfully, 


RicHMonpD, December 28, 1863. 
Mr. PRESIDENT: 


Sire: Since I arrived here I have been intending to have a long talk 
with you touching affairs in the Trans-Mississippi Department, but my 
engagements have prevented me from seeing you at such times as you 
were at leisure, and as I may not have an opportunity of laying my 
views before you personally, I have concluded to write you, that you 
may consider what I have to say at your own convenience. 

I believe a pretty thorough reorganization of our army there would 
be productive of good results. Both Generals Holmes and Price have 
their friends and their enemies there; but they themselves do not agree, 
and, as is well known, do not get on in harmony and good feeling. 
The good of the service, then, requires the removal at least of one 
or the other of these generals. Which one ought to be removed I will 
.not undertake to say at all. I would suggest that the general com- 
manding the department say which one should be removed. No one 
is presumed to know better than he which would serve best there, and 
which could be best spared from that service. Neither one nor the 
friends of either could murmur at this course. It is fair and just, and 
I think would be concurred in by all. This being done, send General 
Hood, when he is ready for duty, there in the place of the one removed. 
Or, if this cannot be done, make General Fagan a major-general, and 
place him in command of a division. Hestands deservedly high there, 
as all will tell you who know him and who are acquainted with his 
services there or elsewhere during this war. 

Urge upon the general commanding to concentrate his troops at some 
point, so that they could meet a heavy force of the enemy successfully. 
Scattered as these troops are, and have been for some time, I dare say 
they are of but little service to the country. It occurs to me they had 
better be brought together toincreise their efficiency, even if by so doing 
more territory had to be abandoned. ° 

Recommend to Congress the passage of a law providing for a com- 
mission, to be organized there, to get up, audit, and have paid all the ac- 
counts held by persons in that department for guns, food supplies, &c., 
furnished by them to the Government, and for which no provision now 
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exists for paynient. This has been a great source of complaint with 
our people, and the evil, I think, ought to be remedied as promptly as 
possible. Many persons have parted with their last corn, fodder, beef, 
&e., to the Government, for which they have received nothing. 

Recommend to Congress to‘pass a law authorizing the President to 
appoint persons (say inspectors) to visit that department and look into 
and investigate the management of the quartermaster and commissary 
departments there fully and fairly, and report the results of their exam- 
ination to the President or to Congress. Great frauds and immense 
waste have been committed there in both these departments, and the 
people desire that close and searching investigations be had in their 
control and management. 

I think it would be well, too, to extend the time further, by another 
act, to reorganize certain regiments in the service in that department 
which should have been reorganized under an act passed at the last 
session of Congress, which gave only ninety days, however, for it to 
be done. I fear there has been much discontent excited on this account 
with those regiments. : 

These recommendations to the Congress, in addition to those very 
valuable ones made by you in your last message touching that depart- 
ment, I feel satisfied would be of most advantage to our cause in that 
section. 

Notwithstanding our people have suffered much, that the enemy is: 
now kind and conciliatory to them, and seeks by blandishments to bring 
them back, and that some prominent ones (though few) have proved 
false to us, yet I assert they are still true, and will be so. There is no | 
question connected with this great struggle I would not readily and 
willingly leave to their free judgment. They are fora bold, manly, and 
daring prosecution of the war to Southern freedom and independence. 

With the proper encouragement, legislative and executive, to show 
them they are not forgotten, and, if possible, to make them more iden- 
tified with the struggle, these people will remain true to our colors as 
long as there is one of them left, or there is a foot of soil upon which 
to stand on that side of the Mississippi River. 

Hoping the above suggestions will be weighed and considered by you 
as time allows, I am, with great respect, your friend and obedient 
servant, 

A. H. GARLAND. 

[P. S.]—I would state, Mr. President, that I make the above sugges- 
tions with no view of interfering with your rights or duties, but simply 
to lay before you what I deem important to those people, as we can only 
legislate and act wisely by having all the facts before us.. This, I am 
certain, you desire. I hope you will not for one moment consider that 
I am undertaking to advise yeu as to your duties. 

[Indorsement. | 

Referred to the Secretary of War for attention, especially to the state- 
ments in relation to failure to pay for supplies and maladministration 
of quartermaster and subsistence departments. 

The inspections suggested are authorized by existing law, and if they 
have not been efficiently made, should be ordered, and reliable officers 
charged with the duty. I have already written to General Smith in 
relation to the matter referred to, but it might be well to communicate 
‘to him the points presented within, and at your convenience to confer 


with the writer. 
J.D. [JEFFERSON DAVIS.] 
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RicHMOND, VA., December 28, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
* Secretary of War: 

Sir: L-hope you will not think me intrusive in asking your attention 
to the important business with which I am charged. I was made the 
bearer of important papers from the Confederate Indians in relation to 
matters of deep interest to them, upon which, indeed, they think their 
existence as nations depends. I left Fort Washita October 28, 1863, 
and arrived at Richmond on the 1st instant, and at the earliest day 
possible laid the papers, as instructed, before His Excellency the Presi- 
dent, since which time I have been waiting an answer. 

While I am fully impressed that, where there is so much to engage 
the attention of the different departments of the Government, there 
must of necessity be delays, yet, sir, as I am informed the above papers 
are before you, I hope you will allow me respectfully to request your 
earliest attention to them of which your convenience will admit. 

Owing to the great difficulty of communications reaching the Indian 
country from Richmond, it was the special request ofthe Indian people 
that I should bring the answer back with me, and especially that they 
may know, at as early a day as possible, on what to depend in this time 
of peril. “ have thus delayed, though many urgent reasons call me 
home. Not the least is the danger of the country west of the Missis- 
sippi becoming impassable should the season become wet. 

Should you desire to communicate with me, you can do so through 
the Sentinel office, or a letter sent to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
would reach me. 

I have the honor to be, yours, very respectfully, 
JNO. C. ROBINSON. 


P. §.—I will remain at the office of the Commissioner until 3 p.m. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 

San Bois, C. N., October 19, 1863. 
Sir: Inclosed you will find copies of memorial and communications 
from the different Indian tribes and members thereof to yourself and 
others, setting forth the condition of their country, and desire for a 
change of commanders in the Territory. The originals have been here- 
tofore forwarded, but communication between this and Richmond being 
uncertain, and nothing having been heard from you, it is presumed they 
miscarried, and having an opportunity of sending them by J. C. Robin- 
son, copies are forwarded by him for your information. The communi- 
cation from the Creeks, dated August 17,* was written at the request 

of Col. 8S. 8. Scott, Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ISRAEL G. VORE. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


TISHOMINGO, CHICKASAW NATION, 
April 16, 1863. 
General E. KirBy SMITH: 
Sir: It seems there have been reports put in circulation that the citi- 
zens of the Indian country are dissatisfied with General D. H. Cooper 


*None of that date found. 
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as commander of the Indian brigade, and wish him removed. As far 
as my knowledge extends in regard to the feelings of the Chickasaws 
toward General Cooper, they could not be better satisfied with him; no 
one stands higher in their opinion than he, and whenever it was under- 
stood that General Cooper had been placed at the head of the Indian 
brigade, it seemed to put new spirit into the Chickasaw battalion, as 


' being an efficient, brave officer and a good man, one upon whom they 


placed their utmost confidence. Whatever reports may be in circula- 
tion intended to lower the standing of General Cooper in the eyes of 
the Confederate Government, to cause his removal from his present 
position as commandant of the Indian brigade, it cannot émanate from 
the Chickasaw people, but would rather that he should be retained, and 
that more troops be placed under his command to defend this Indian 
Territory than has been heretofore. And as for his popularity as an 
Indian agent, I can say that I have been acting as his interpreter for 
several years, and was, therefore, the principal channel by which all . 
national and individual feelings were frankly expressed on either side, 
but I do not remember having heard a Chickasaw express any dissatis- 
factory language toward General Cooper since he was appointed a 

their agent. . 

Iam, very respectfully, yours, 
JAMES GAMBLE, 


Captain Company B, Chickasaw Battalion. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


TISHOMINGO CiTY, April 17, 1863. 
General E. KirBy SMITH, through General HoLMEs: 

GENERAL: With feelings of deep regret, we learn that false repre- 
sentations have been made to you or to General Holmes as regards 
the feelings of the Chickasaws toward General D. H. Cooper. 

That there are designing office-seekers we doubt not, who, on the 
altar of private interest, would sacrifice public national good, and to 
whose machinations the sterling, staunch integrity of General Cooper 
offers an unwelcome barrier which they would eagerly remove, even 
though they resort to falsehood to accomplish it. 

In testimony of the estimate which we put upon General Cooper, we 
beg to inclose a copy of an act passed by our Legislature, May 25, 1861, 
and which we this day fully indorse. 

Having, then, the utmost confidence in General Cooper, both as an_ 
Indian agent, than whom no one can stand higher in the opinion of the 
Chickasaws, and as a general whom they have unanimously placed at 
the head of their forces to be raised in defense of their country and the 
South, we pray that no malicious or designing misrepresentations may 
deprive us of the services of the man of our choice, or cause General 
Cooper to be removed from the position which he now occupies. 

W. COLBERT, 
Governor. 
WM. F. HARRISON, 
National Secretary. 
JAMES GAMBLE, 
Captain Company B, Chickasaw Battalion. 
CYRUS HARRIS, 
Hxu-Governor. 
WILSON LOVE, 
Judge of Probate Court. 
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation, That in con- 
sideration of the faithful services of D. H. Cooper, in guarding the in- 


terest of the Indian people during his connection with them as agent, — 
and to secure his services in future, he be adopted a member of the’ 


Chickasaw tribe of Indians, entitled to all the rights, privileges, and 


immunities of a citizen, according to the eleventh section of general — 


provisions of the constitution of the Chickasaw Nation. 
Passed the house of representatives May 25, 1861. . 
: A. ALEXANDER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
J. EK. ANDERSON, 
President of the Senate. 
Attest : ; : 
: C. CARTER, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
JAMES N. McLISH, 
Clerk of the Senate. 


\ 


Approved May 25, 1861. 
C. HARRIS, 
Governor. 


teste «ok 


I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the original now on — 


file in my office. 
WM. F. HARRISON, 
National Secretary. 


[Incloshre No. 4.] 
[May 18, 1863.] 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, . 
President of the Confederate States : 


We, the chief and headmen of the Creek Nation, and officers of the 


First and Second Creek Regiments, do respectfully represent to you 


the unprotected, defenseless, and sad condition of our country and our, 
people. 
In the treaty made and concluded between the Confederate States 


and the Creek Nation or tribe of Indians, July —, 1861, it was stipulated — 
and agreed that the said States would afford ample protection to our 


people and country against our enemies; that we would raise one regi- 
ment (we have raised two) to assist in defense of the Indian country; 
that they should be armed by the said States, and should receive the 
samme pay, clothing, and allowances as the officers and soldiers who were 
citizens of said States. We have also promises, given or implied, that 
the Indian country should be a separate department. It was in fact 
~ made so. 


General Cooper (then colonel), commanding the Indian Department, 


by his own exertions succeeded in raising two regiments Texas cav- 
alry, two Choctaw regiments, and one battalion Chickasaws, to serve 
in defense of the Indian country. General Pike raised one regiment 
Arkansas infantry and two artillery companies, and procured five bat- 


teries, arms, ammunition, clothing, and funds to supply this depart-— 


ment. Arms, ammunition, clothing, and funds failed to reach it; it was 
attached to Arkansas, and what was provided for us was soon distrib- 
uted among the other troops, we receiving but a very small proportion. 
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Subsistence was ordered to be procured and transported into our coun- 
try last summer and fall, sufficient to subsist our troops through the 
winter; superior officers countermanded them and prevented their being 
carried out. Our transportation was taken, leaving us not a suffi- 
ciency to transport the baggage of the troops, and then, in the depth of 
winter, when it was almost impossible to procure transportation, and no 
forage for animals between Red River and the Arkansas, and neither 
flour nor corn in the country for bread for the people, the same officer — 
who countermanded the order in the summer and fall ordered supplies 
to be brought up*from Texas without furnishing means to transport it, 
and, finally, after the Van Buren and Fort Smith stampede, we were 
left to take care of ourselves, with but 7,000 pounds flour, on the Canadian 
River, for the whole brigade, and none between there and Red River. 
White troops were allowed to remain in our country until after the hard- 
fought battle of Newtonia, Mo., where General Rains, who was within 
25 miles with near 5,000 men, and who was neither a State nor Confed- 
erate States: officer, was placed in command by General T. C. Hindman, 
failed or refused to support General D. H. Cooper after being repeat- 
edly asked, but ordered him back into Arkansas; then took away from 
him all. the white troops, including those raised expressly for defense of 
the Indian country, except. one battalion, and then ordered him to 
Kansas. A superior force captured the only remaining battery and 
drove us to the south side of the Arkansas River to winter, without 
subsistence, pay, or clothing, with the exception of a few suits given us 
out of ourown supplies. Although the funds for-pay of troops and their 
clothing reached our border, yet while we were rejoicing in the prospect 
of comfort, they passed into other hands in Arkansas, against the protest 
against it and demand for them of General Cooper, as Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs, and we were left to clothe ourselves as best we could, 
without funds, and without the goods in the country to do it with. 

Our country has been treated as a mere appendage of Arkansas, 
where needy politicians and protégés of Arkansas members of Con- 
gress must be quartered. The commanding officer of the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department is so remote from us that he is never fully informed 
of our condition and our wants, and, consequently, is liable to call away 
troops for our defense at the very time we most need them, as was done 
but a few days ago in ordering back to Red River the Second Brigade 
(Speight’s) when the enemy is within our midst, strengthening his posi- 
tion by intrenchment, from which we are unable to dislodge him for 
want of artillery. To remedy the evil, we respectfully ask you to have 
the Indian country again created ‘a separate department. We have 
every confidence in the skill and ability of Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper. 
With him as our leader and director, and communication direct with 
Richmond (our supplies could be obtained without their passing through 
so many hands), and the troops necessary for the defense of the Indian 
country not subject to be removed at the caprice of distant command- 
ing officers, we may be able still to defend our country and shield North- 
ern Texas, the great granary for the army of the West, from invasion 
and devastation. 

Done in council at Camp Stonewall, this 18th day of May, A. D. 1863. 

MOTY KANARD, 
Principal Chief, District of Arkansas, 
ECHO HARJO, 
Principal Chief, Canadian District, 
AND OTHERS, 
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HEADQUARTERS SEMINOLE BATTALION, 
Council House, Seminole Nation, June 6, 1863. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States : 


Str: We have learned with pleasure that the Indian country will 
again be created a separate department, to be composed of the troops 
raised in the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Cherokee, Creek, and Seminole Na- 
tions, and believing as we do that the welfare of the soldier depends 
in a great measure on the conduct of his commander, and having served 
under Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper and found him ever active in doing the 
best for the troops in his command in the Indian country that could 
possibly be done for them, and believing, moreover, that his extensive 
acquaintance with the Indian people and their country would enable 
him to do more for their wants and defense than one not so well ac- 
quainted, we heartily unite with our friends the Creeks and others in 
recommending him for the appointment of major-general, to command 
the forces in the department when created; and feeling that due consid- 
eration will be given the matter by the proper department, we subscribe 
ourselves the President’s most obedient, humble servants, 

JOHN JUMPER, | 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Seminole Battalion, 
GEORGE CLOUD, 
Major, 
GEORGE PATTERSON, 
Adjutant, 
AND OTHERS. . 


{Inclosure No. 6.] 


PRAIRIE SPRINGS, CHEROKEE NATION, 
June 21, 1863. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, . 
President of the Confederate States, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: It is with the greatest reluctance and disappointment that we 
are made to believe and understand from our lately returned delegate 
from Congress that other and more important propositions have been 
consulted and advised at Richmond than those so lately guaranteed and 
granted by a treaty of peace, friendship, and alliance betwixt a highly 
honored commissioner from the Confederate States and the Cherokee 
people at Tahlequah, no longer ago than September, 1861; and as 
the aforesaid proposition involves the very existence, welfare, and hap- 
piness of the Cherokee people, we do, therefore, on account of our 
good feelings toward the Confederate States and the Southern people, 
adopt this method of expressing to you our abhorrence of and earnest 
protest against any new scheme or form of policy that would conflict 
with any portion of our existing treaty obligations. 

We deeply regret having to say to you that our delegate, in whom we 
placed full confidence and reliance, has, after a period of two years’ war- 
fare upon our country, returned to his people from the seat of your 
Government, after being received and accepted as a delegate from the 
Cherokee people to your Congress, and proposes for his own interest, 
and that of some of his friends, that we, the Cherokee people in council | 
assembled, pass some law by which the introduction of white citizens 
from the Confederate States can be so effected as to give to each and — 
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every citizen and their families an equal share in all our lands, priv- 
ileges, and rights as Cherokee citizens ; and all he proposes to give us 
for the surrender of our nationality, lands, and, homes is, that we will 
be granted one brigadiér.general, one more colonel, a few fayorite posi- 
tions in office, and a ruined people. ; 

We were the first of our Nation to take up arms in favor of the rights 
of the South. It was by our exertions, and through circumstances we 
brought about, that caused our Chief Ross to treat with the Confederate 
States Government. We were present when the treaty was made, were 
a party to it, and rejoiced when it was done. In that treaty our rights 
to our country as a Nation were guaranteed to us forever, and the Confed- 
erate States promised to protect us in them. We enlisted under the ban- 
ners of those States, and have fought in defense of our country under 
that treaty and for the rights of the South for nearly two years. We 
have been driven from our homes, and suffered severe hardships, priva- 
tions, and losses, and now wé are informed, when brighter prospects are 
before us, that you think it best for us to give part of our lands to our 
white friends; that, to defend our country and keep troops for our pro- 
tection, we must raise and enlist them from our own territory, and that 
it is actually necessary that they are citizens of our country to enable 
us to keep them with us. To do this would be the end of our national 
existence and the ruin of our people. Two things above all others we 
hold most dear, our nationality and the welfare of our people. Had the 
war been our own, there would have been justice in the proposition, but 
_ itis that of another nation. We areallies, assisting in establishing the 
rights and independence of another nation. We, therefore, in justice to 
ourselves and our people, cannot agree to give a part of our domain as 
an inducement to citizens of another Government to fight their own bat- 
tles and for their own country; besides, it would open a door to admit 
as citizens of our Nation the worst class of citizens of the Confederate 
States. In our opinion, inducement sufficient has already been offered 
to cause all good men and true patriots to enlist; those that are yet out 
of the service are nearly all deserters, of doubtful patriotism or of the 
lowest character. To admit such as these, our country would soon be 
filled with the worst citizens of the Confederate States, and they a 
majority over us. Our elections and councils would be controlled by 
them, and any measure brought up for the protection and interest of 
the Indian, unless it was also to the interest of the white citizen, would 
never be passed, and the Cherokee would soon be a stranger at his 
home and in his own country. Against such a scheme we respectfully, 
earnestly, and solemnly protest, and in doing so we express the senti- 
ments of two-thirds of our people. 

We have no longer any confidence in our delegate, and take this 
means of expressing to you our disapprobation of his course and the 
propositions made in convention upon his return. 

In the plan of again creating this a separate and distinct department, 
we heartily concur. -While it has been connected with Arkansas and 
the Trans-Mississippi District, we have suffered most severely ; but in 
carrying it out we have our doubts and fears, as we have great reason 
for suspecting that there may be some political understanding with our 
member and others from the border States for effecting this scheme, 
and promoting to high position some commander, who would favor the 
downfall and destruction of our nationalities. Should you deem it nec- 
- essary to appoint for this division a commanding general for the Indian 
Department, we hope and pray that it will not be one of partiality and 
_ prejudices, to our total ruin; while [we have] men in whom we have 
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every confidence, and in whose hands we believe our Nation would 
prosper and our general welfare and happiness be promoted. — Such we 
have found Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper to be in all his relations in Indian 
affairs. 
Our convention will be called together soon, and the wishes of the 
whole people expressed and forwarded to you. 
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
SAML. M. TAYLOR, 
Acting Assistant Chief, Cherokee Nation. 
JOHN SPEARS, 
Executive Council. 
ALEX. FOREMAN, 
President of the Convention. 


{Inclosure No. 7.] 


PRAIRIE SPRINGS, C. N., June 24, 1863, 


Str: The question of again creating the Indian Territory a separate 
military department, we understand, has been brought up. We hope it’ 
may be created. Since it has been attached to the Trans-Mississippi 
District the country and people have suffered severely. Supplies and 
funds for pay of troops, having to pass through so many hands, are long 
delayed, and many of them never reach us. Arkansas military leaders 
stripped the Indian Department of all that General Pike provided for 
it. Troops that had been raised for the express purpose of defending 
the Indian country were taken away from it at a time the enemy was 
invading it, and their services most needed, and the Indians left to de- 
fend it as best they could, without arms, subsistence, and clothing that 
had long been promised, and which had even reached the border of their 
country, yet passed into other hands, with the exception of a few suits, 
and many of them troops with pay due for twelve months. We do not 
mention this with any spirit of complaint, but to show the necessity of 
creating the Territory a separate department. But while we greatly de- 
sire it to be made so, we are fearful that some favorite Arkansas military 
politician may be appointed to command it, as we have reasons for be- 
lieving that some of them are looking to and are aspiring for it. As far 
as our observation and knowledge extend, Arkansas politicians who 
fill military offices are endeavoring to lay a foundation upon which to 
build political capital hereafter, and politics in that State have mixed 
too much with military appointments in it for the good of the State or 
Indian country. It is our desire that this department be separated from 
all others. Ifyou deem it best to grant our desires, we earnestly request 
you to appoint to the command of it Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper, a man in 
whom we have every confidence, and who has been with us from the 
beginning of the war; who has suffered with us and bas shared all our 
privations, and who, by his own exertions, raised troops for our defense, 
and, when the enemy had advanced to the center of the Indian Territory, 
came to the rescue, and, by his firmness, drove them from the coun- 
try, and marched his little army into Missouri and there gained some 
advantages over them, but was not supported by officers placed in com- 
mand over him by political military chieftains, but ordered back into 
Arkansas, the troops he had raised for our defense taken from him, 
and we, composing but a small force, were driven south of the Arkansas 
River, and when all other generals had deserted and deprived us of all 
that was necessary to render us efficient and comfortable, with a dreary 
winter before us, with no subsistence and an enemy in our midst, he 
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alone stood by to counsel and direct us, and placed his little suffering 

army in the most advantageous positions to check the enemy and pro- 

tect the whole country. This is the general above all others we desire 
to be placed in command of the Department of the Indian Territory. 
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
‘TANDY WALKER Et AL. 


, : [Inclosure No. 8.] 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, - 
Secretary of War for the Confederate States of America: 

Str: We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, citizens of the Indian 
country, in treaty relation with the Southern Confederacy, and others 
of the army for the same country, would most earnestly and respectfully 
beg leave to represent to you, as the honorable Secretary of War for the 
Southern Confederacy, the very imminent dangerin which we consider our 
whole country placed, consequent, as we think, upon the mismanagement 
or inefficiency of some who have had the military controloverus. Though 
for the past eighteen months, or longer, an army of considerable force 
has been stationed amongst us, yet so far it has failed to prevent the in- 
vasion and destruction of a great part of onr country, and now the whole 
is most seriously threatened. The entire [country] of the Cherokee Na- 

tion is laid waste, its most valuable improvements in ashes, and its loyal 
citizens, many of them, reduced from competency or affluence to poverty, 
driven from their homes, many of them without a bed to lie on or a change 
of clothing to put on. The Creek Nation now, since the late retreat of 
our army on the 25th, 26th, 27th, and 28th of August, to a point in the 
Choctaw Nation 80 miles south of the Creek southern boundary, and 
about 50 miles from Red River, is left in the same condition. Its people 
are rushing into the Chickasaw country by thousands, leaving good 
crops behind to fall into the hands of the Federal troops, and they 
coming where there are no supplies but at high prices, while they have. 
nothing with which to pay. But this is not all. It needs but another 
forward move of the Federal army to engulf us all. Weare now driven 
to the last point, for certainly there is no place for Indians south of Red 
River. Nor is this state of affairs, as we think, because the military force 
of the country has not been sufficient nor the men of the army not both 
good and true, nor because the body of the officers are not as good as the 
best, but simply and clearly for the want of a suitable commander-in- 
chief, we mean in this division, not the Trans- Mississippi District; and, 
sir, it is for the supply of that officer we would respectfully supplicate. 
We have severed our connection from the Government and people of 
the United States, and, in affection and confidence in the friendship and 
ability of the Southern Confederacy, have allied ourselves to it. We 
have placed our all as a sacrifice on the altar of its cause, more than 
any other people, for with its failure all is gone, and we are left without 
even a place to flee to in the Western wilds, or those that may escape 
the sword of the destroyer to be merged among our enemies—no more 
nations of the earth. 
Welook to you, sir, for promised protection and defense ; we have no 
other arm on which to lean; we trust in the integrity of the Southern 
heart. We shall not be deceived. Sir, our country is our mother, and 
every child has a right to cry out when its mother is stabbed to the 
heart. This, we hope, will plead for us, and excuse for thus intruding 
ourselves upon you. Without specially complaining of any one who 
has been chief in command in our country, we simply say they have not 
shown themselves worthy of our confidence, nor has our cause prospered 
in their hands. But, sir, we have the man amongst us who possesses our 
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confidence to the fullest extent, and we respectfully ask that you will 
place him in position free and untrammeled, in full command of all the 
tnilitary forces operating in any way in the Indian country, and then, 
with the blessing of Divine Providence on our cause, we fully believe all 
willbesafe. We need not tell you that the man of our choice is our well- 
tried friend, Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper, now in command of the Indian 
brigade. We respectfully ask his appointment to this position because 
we believe him to be in every respect worthy and well qualified; be- 
cause we believe him to be the true friend of the Indian people, as 
most fally proved during the term of years he has been with us as Indian 
agent, as well as general in the field, evincing a character of unbending 
integrity and truth; because no man can command the confidence of 
the Indian people as he’ can, nor lead them so successfully to victory. 
Nor is this confidence confined to the Indian people, but confidence in 
Cooper is the voice of Northern Texas; because he is a true patriot, 
no mercenary, no Northern man with Southern principles, but a true 
son of the South, with true patriotism imbedded in his heart—a heart 
devoted to his country’s independence ; because he has provéd himself 
wise in council, able in the field, firm, prudent, courageous, kind to his 
men, commanding implicit obedience with high respect, no tyrant; in 
short, because we believe him to possess full qualifications for the posi- 
tion we ask for him, and more competent than any other to fill it. 

Sir, our prayer is that you will grant our request speedily, as the only 
means now in your hands to repair in any degree the injuries we have 
suffered, and then, as with one heart, we will rush to his standard and 
drive the Vandals from our soil, and though it will be a desolated coun- 


try, yet it will again be our homes, and the hand of industry will make © 


it rich. But, sir, deny us this, our only request, and hope dies, and we 
and our country are lost. 


Resolved by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation, That this petition, 
hereby addressed to the Secretary of War for the Southern Confederacy 
by the Indian people, praying the promotion of General D. H. Cooper 
to full command of their forces of. this country, speaks the true senti- 
ments of the Chickasaw people, and is unanimously concurred in and 
desired by both houses of the Legislature. 

Passed the House of Representatives October 7, 1863. 

WILLIAM McLISH, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
* CYRUS HARRIS, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

Passed the Senate October 7, 1863. . 

WILLIAM KEMP, , 
President of the Senate. 

COLBERT CARTER, 
Secretary of the Senate. 


WINCHESTER COLBERT, 
Governor of Chickasaw Nation. 


WILLIAM F. HARRISON, 
National Secretary. 


Approved October 7, 1863. 


Attest : 


1, Be tt resolved by the General Council of the Choctaw Nation in council 
assembled, That it is the wish of this nation of people that General 
Douglas. H. Cooper, now brigadier-general commanding, in the absence 
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of Brigadier-General Steele, be, by the War Department of the Confed- 
erate States, placed in exclusive command of the Indian Territorial De- 
partment, if compatible with the will of the Confederate military Com- 
mander-in-Chief. é 

2. Be it further resolved, That this government is at present, and has 

been at all times, unanimous and united in its determined and unchang- 
ing constancy to the Confederate States of America, be their destiny - 
what it may. 
_ 3. Be it further resolved, That the granting of our wish, as expressed 
in the first of these resolutions, by the Confederate military depart- 
ment, will place us under renewed obligations to call to the field ot 
battle many more of our willing, brave warriors. 

4. Beit further resolved, That copies of these resolutions be forwarded 
to Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, commander-in-chief of the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department, to the chiefs of the Confederate Indian Nations, and 
to General Donglas H. Cooper, brigadier-general, commanding, &c. 


Approved October 8, 1863. 
SAML. GARLAND, — 


Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation. 
[Inclosure No. 9.] 7 
Camp BRAGG, CHocTAW NATION, October 14, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. E. KrrBy Sir, : 
Comdg. Trans-Mississippi Department, Shreveport, La.: 

We, the undersigned, officers of Texas troops, would most respect- 
fully represent that we are desirous of correcting any misapprehensions 
that have or may reach your headquarters in regard to Brig. Gen. D. 
H. Cooper, commanding First Indian Brigade. We have reason to be- 
lieve that reports have reached you prejudicial to him as an officer, and 
that if he should be placed in command of this department, as the In- 
dians desire, that the Texas troops would be unwilling to serve under 
him. Not so, but, on the contrary, our commands, while we regard the 
present commander, Brig. Gen. W. Steele, as a gentleman and efficient 
officer, believe that General Cooper would harmonize the troops in the 
department, and accomplish more good than any other officer that might 
be placed in command; and having served under him, some of us for 
more than two years, would still cheerfully continue, and believe that 
should other white troops be placed here that they would be equally 


well satisfied. 
OTIS G. WELCH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Twenty-ninth Texas Cavalry. 
J. A. CARROLL, 
Major Twenty-ninth Texas Cavalry. 
LEO. C. DE MORSE, 
Adjutant Twenty-ninth Texas Cavalry. 
L. E. GILLETT, 
Major, Commanding Wells’ Battalion Texas Cavalry. 
GEO. G. DUGGINS, 
Assistant Surgeon Wells’ Battalion. 


OFFICE SENIOR SURGEON, FoURTH BRIGADE, 
Camp Bragg, Ark., December.29, 1863. 
Col. 8S. P. BurRNS, Commanding Fourth Brigade : 
COLONEL: The medical officers of this brigade having heard semi- 
Officially that a movement for the simple purpose of changing camp was 
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contemplated, they have agreed with me in reference to its effect upon 
the health of the troops under your command, and I therefore deem it 
strictly my duty to advise with you in reference to it, so that you may 
properly represent the matter to the division commander. 

We have been in this camp ten weeks, and, on account of the scarcity 
of tools, it has taken us eight weeks to prepare comfortable quarters. 
Were we to move at this time we would lose the benefit of our labors, 
and it would be the 1st of March before we could get suitable quarters 
prepared in a new camp, at which time the spring campaign will surely 
commence. The men are poorly, very poorly, supplied with blankets 
and tents, and from their cabins to out-of-doors would be a very great 
change. The weather will be for the next two months very wet and 
cool, which, in conjunction with the change in sleeping, will inevitably 
produce a large amount of sickness, principally pneumonia and typhoid 
fever, the two fell scourges of the army. Our general hospital accom- | 
modations and supplies of medicines are very limited, and we are not 
prepared to meet the demands of much sickness. We must use pro- 
phylactic and hygienic measures to preserve the health of our army, 
and not attempt to cure men who are made sick by improper manage- 
ment. 

If this move is made it is the honest conviction of your medical officers 
that many, very many, valuable lives will thereby be sacrificed; and in 
the spring, when you may wish healthy, cheerful men to enter upon act- 
ive duties, you will find them crowding your hospitals and invalids in 
camp. Our health is remarkably good at this time in the entire bri- 
gade; only 46 reported unfit for duty, and the diseases are of a very 
mild character. 

Your quartermaster informs me that he can easily forage and ration 
the brigade at this camp during the winter, and even should we be 
compelled to transport these things for some distance, would it not be 
better to sacrifice a few-mules than a large number of men? 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
E. W. HERNDON, 
Senior Surgeon, Fourth Brigade. 


[Indorsements. ] 
HEADQUARTERS FouRTH BRIGADE, PRICE’S DIVISION, 
December 30, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded. The opinions expressed by Surgeon Hern- 
don are fully coincided in by me. 
S. P. BORNS, 


Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, : 
Camden, January 4, 1864. 

’ Respectfully returned to Major-General Price, who will make arrange- 
ments for the subsistence of his troops in their present camp as long as 
possible. He is authorized to send his artillery horses and such part 
of his transportation as can be spared to the neighborhood of Lewis- 
ville, or such other nearer point as he may deem advisable, where they 
can be foraged ; as also to make any other arrangement that he may 
consider necessary, being always certain that he can recall his trans- 
portation and artillery horses in forty-eight hours at furthest. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Holmes: 
J. F. BELTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Abstract from return*® of the Trans-Mississippi Department, General E. Kirby Smith com- 
manding, for December 31, 1863. 


Present for duty. é = a 
ey S O43 
2 2 ae 
= = ole aa A 
Districts. | 2 4 2 Qs Stations. 
= x a) 3S 3 
gf e | 2 2 | 28 
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| Sh ae <q |-a q |< 
Arkansas...../ “.---|1, 032 | 10,354 | 11, 386 | 11, 520 | 13,905 | 25, 623 | Camden, Ark., December 10,1863. 
Indian Territory ..| 161 | 1,665 | 1,826] 1,895} 2,241 | 8 885 | Doaksville, C.N., January 3, 64. 
EDR aS cose oko) 719 | 9,103 | 9,822] 9,815 | 11,400 | 16,952 \ 
West Louisiana -..} 890 | 10, 657 | 11,547 | 11,615 | 13,441 | 21,829 | Alexandria, La,, December 31,63. 
S| ad i 802 | 31,779. | 34, 581 | 34, 845 | 40, 987 | 73, 289 


Abstract from monthly return of Marmaduke’s division Volunteer Cavalry, commanded by 
Brig. Gen, J. 8S. Marmaduke, December 31, 1863. 
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Abstract from return of the District of the Indian Territory, commanded by Brig. Gen. 
Samuel B. Maxey, for December, 1863; headquarters Deaksville, Ind. T. 


; ~~ 
" Present for duty. 43 a 
A QD 
> a O45 
oO =| 
’ z g AD 
Cavalry. Artillery. A 2 
Jommand. Mie 3 23 
° . oe Sey 
3] n oD ans 
be at o = 
o co) . B a 
ei @jiaelé/ 8 )s 
fo) | o 1a < + 
Cavalry brigade (Cdoper) ---.---..-----------------+----- 58 ODEN listers re oe lea eee 659 6, 244 
Caray brigade (Gano) .-.------------++---+---+--++----- 75 An Panes tecee = 1, 300 2, O14 
Astillery {l/s 2s... 4---2---< beeen ame Onde ns erst nian <imarOam ami |[alaniaiale||iortale male’ 4} 109 139 197 
Dismounted cavalry (Bass) -.--.----.---------------+-++-- nr @ DAD eewses |eoaoes | 138 420 
a So ee A hei OE ARS EE 142| 1,554] 4{ 109] 2,236 | 8875 


*Compiled in Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, Richmond, Va., by Maj, 
Samuel W. Melton, assistant adjutant-general. 

+ The enlisted men ‘‘ present for duty” and present on ‘extra duty” thus reported 
on original. ry 

t Lawther’s regiment (aggregate 559) detached. 

§ Aggregate 294 (detached). : 

|| Howell’s and Krumbhaar’s batteries. 
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FEBRUARY 16, 1864. 


Consolidated inspection report of Trans- Mississippi Department, made by 
order of the Adjutant and Inspector General of the Confederate States 
Army. 


Ineut. Gen. H. Kirby Smith, Commanding Department.—This officer pos- 
sesses the confidence of the people and the army; gives his attention to 
his duties, and deserves the great confidence reposed in him. 

Assistant Adjutant-General’s Office.—In excellent condition, evincing 
great system in all its details. Paper marked A will show a list of 
staff officers.* : 

Assistant Inspector-General’s Office.—Great energy and capacity is 
displayed in the performance of the duties of this branch of the service. 
I would respectfully call attention to the reports and papers obtained 
from this office, showing the system and results of the inspection of the 
department, marked A A.t 

Chief Quartermaster’s Department.—Competency and capacity evinced 
by the system of the officers, and great accuracy in the accounts and 
distribution of the funds. Money is greatly needed. The large drafts 
sent to this department from Treasury Department at Richmond it has 
been impossible to use. I beg leave to refer you to the report of Colonel 
O’Bannon, marked B, chief quartermaster. The plan adopted of re- 
quiring the quarterly returns of the different offices to be sent to this 
office for examination will work great good, and enable the lieutenant- 
general commanding to ascertain the incompetent officers in this de- 
partment. The inspection of this office was very satisfactory. It is 
proper to state that not one-half of the quartermasters of the Trans- 
Mississippi Department are properly bonded or appointed, which renders _ 
doubly important the frequent examination of their accounts. Since 
the fall of Vicksburg it has been impossible, almost, to transmit papers 
of this character to Richmond. The troops are tolerably well clothed. 
I refer you to Major Haynes’ report on the subject of clothing, marked 
C, and Major Carr’s report marked D, chief paymaster of the depart- 
ment, concerning the payment of the troops. They have been paid up 
to August 30, 1863. 

Chief Commissary Department.—In the hands of able and good men, 
who are doing their duty. Irefer you to report of Major Thomas, 
marked 8, for information concerning supplies. There is no scarcity, 
and the troops are generally well fed. Beef, corn, molasses, and sugar 
are abundant. The same system has been adopted in this as in the 
quartermaster’s department to ferret out incompetent officers. Large 
numbers of acting assistant commissaries not properly bonded nor ap- 
pointed. Paper marked E 8,t for list of officers and agents subsistence 
department. 

Chicf of Ordnance Department.—I refer you to Major-General Huger’s 
report, marked I, and Major Rhett’s report to me, marked G. They 
both impressed me as competent officers endeavoring to do their duty. 
The resources of the depot are ample, with a little more time and proper 
amount of fands, to supply all the ammunition needed. There is plenty 
on hand for immediate use, and small-arms cannot be made in the de- 
partment in such quantities as are needed, and I would urge the abso- 
lute necessity of thirty thousand stand being sent to the department 
immediately. They are greatly needed. With them the departinent 
would be rendered able for offensive movements. There, is sufficient 


"Omitted, with other inclosures relating to matters of detail. t Omitted. . 
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artillery for field use, with ammunition enough for present purposes and 
arrangements to manufacture what will be required. 

Chief of Medical Department.—Hospitals in Shreveport in good con- 
dition, and the officers seem to be attentive to their sick. I refer you 
to the returns of Surgeon Haden, medical director, for list of medical 
officers, marked H.* 

Signal Corps.—I refer you to papers marked I,* Signal Corps. 

Number of Troops in Department.—In the District of Arkansas, total 
present for duty, 10,354; aggregate present and absent, 25,623. In the 
District of Western Louisiana, total present for duty, 10,657; aggregate 
present and absent, 21,808. In the District of Texas, present for duty, 
of Confederate troops (as shown by returns made out by myself), 7,574; 
aggregate present and absent, 12,992; State troops present for duty, 
1,529; aggregate present and absent, 3,960.. (It is proper to state that 
all the State troops [ did not inspect, some being on detached service.) 

The total number of State troops will be seen by reference to papers 
marked State troops, J.* It will also be seen that the returns signed 
by myself differ in number and regiments from the returns furnished 
me by assistant adjutant-general of Major-General Magruder. I have 
not been able to account for it satisfactorily, as I made out the returns 
signed by myself after I had left the district, and found it varied so 
much I deem it proper to submit both. I called the attention of the 
lieutenant-general commanding to it. It is also proper to state that 
Brigadier-General Green’s command had been ordered to Texas, and 
were in that district when I left the department. , 

In the District of the Indian Territory, present for duty, 1,666; total 
present and absent, 8,885. Reference to returns from this district will 
show that General Maxey had arrived and taken command. It is be- 
lieved he will restore confidence and excite a proper spirit in the troops. 
The total aggregate present for duty in the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment is 31,780; aggregate present and absent, 73,268. 

It is believed that, with small-arms sufficient, the ‘* present for duty” 
can be increased, with the conscripts to be enrolled and brought into 
the service, to 60,000 men. Ten thousand of the “ present for duty,” as 
shown by the returns, are very poorly armed; indeed, 2,000 are with- 
out arms. I would respectfully refer you to full returns, marked K.t 

Chief of Engineer Corps.—Seems to be an officer of merit and great 
energy. 

Dicaviiption Bureau.—I refer you to papers marked L.t General 
Greer seems to be an officer of energy and capacity; his office well 
arranged. I was not able to obtain as full information as I desired of 
the number of conscripts in the department, but I do not consider it a 
large estimate to say, with the repeal of the exemption and substitute 
laws, that 15,000 new troops can be brought into the field. 

Cotton Bureau.—This bureau has been established by the lieutenant- 
general commanding, and is in the hands of excellent business men, and 
will accomplish great good if properly supported by his district com-, 
manders. The former. system worked great injury to our cause in the 
Trans-Mississippi Department, and the unrestricted trade that was 
carried on- with Mexico, while it was demoralizing to our people, tended 
greatly to depreciate our currency, and brought us in return but few 
supplies for our army, and seduced the people into speculation. I refer 
you to the reports of the Cotton Bureau, with accompanying orders and 
papers, inclosed in envelope marked M.{ They are worthy of great 


* Omitted. t Not found. t Printed in Series I, Vol. XXVI. 
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consideration. Also to report of Mr. Sorley, depositary, marked M M.* 
He is an experienced merchant of the highest character. 

REMARKS.—I would respectfully suggest that as full power as possi- 
ble, subject to the approval of the President, be delegated to the lieu- 
tenant-general commanding as will enable him to correct abuses and 
render efficient his army. The great distance and the increasing diffi- 
culty of safe communication with Richmond render it important that 
this should be done. The great regard of the lieutenant-general com- 
manding for law, his ability and lofty patriotism and devotion to our 
cause, would be a guarantee against all improper use of the power 
given him. The morale and patriotism of the army and people are 
excellent, and they have an unshaken confidence in tbe patriotism of 
the President and his ability to conduct this revolution to a successful 
termination. : 

DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, Lieutenant-General Holmes Commanding.— 
This officer impressed me with the purity of his motives and his great 
devotion to our cause. He is temperate in his habits; the reports cir- 
culated against him in this respect are without the slightest foundation. 
The dissatisfaction with him, both in the army and among the people, is 
very great, and I fear has become so firmly fixed that his usefulness as 
the commanding general of this district is greatly impaired. 

Assistant Adjutant-General’s Office.—In good condition; competent 
officers. For a list of the staff, reference is called to returns marked K:t 

Inspector's Office.—Very good condition ; much zeal manifested on the 
part of the officers. 

Commanders of Divisions and Brigades.—Major-General Price is at- 
tentive to his duties; his division in good condition. His brigadier- 
generals, Parsons, Tappan, Drayton, and Churchill, are excellent offi- 
cers, and take great interest in their commands. Brigadier-General 
Fagan, who commands his own brigade and several regiments of State 
troops, is a fine officer, and has his command in good condition. They 
are all sober and faithiul officers. Brigadier-General Marmaduke, com- 
manding cavalry, is a safe, reliable officer. If wanting in any quality, 
it is in dash. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Officers of Division, and Brigade Command- 
ers.—The condition of these offices reflects great credit on the officers 
in charge; especially is this the case in the assistant adjutant-general’s 
office of Major-General Price. I refer you to papers marked Nt for a 
list of his staff officers; also to a letter from Major Maclean, assistant 
adjutant-general.t I expected a complete list of all the staff officers 
in the district, and regret that I could not get it before leaving, but 
was informed by Lieutenant-General Smith he expected to forward a 
complete list of all the staff officers in the department to the adjutant- 
general’s office as soon as he could have it properly made out. 

Troops.—The morale of the troops good; tolerably well clothed, and 
have plenty of beef, corn, sugar, and molasses. The drill and general 
efficiency good. The excellent condition in which they keep their arms 
reflects great credit on the officers and men. Horses of the cavalry in 
tolerably good condition. For number of troops, I refer you to returns 
of the district, marked K.+ It will show that there is in the district 
an infantry force present for duty of 6,045; aggregate present and ab. 
sent, 15,166; cavalry present for duty, 4,309; cavalry present and absent 
10,457 ; total present for duty, 10,354; total present and absent, 25,623. 

* Printed in Series I, Vol. XXVI. 
+t Omitted. 
t In reference to designation of Missouri regiments. See p. 1057. 
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Inspectors of Division and Brigades.—Excellent set of officers. They 

take great pride in the performance of their duties. 
_ Quartermasters of the District.—I was not able to discover any errors 
in cash or accounts. Indeed, in the selection of these officers, as well 
as all others, the lieutenant-general commanding the district has been 
exceedingly fortunate. 

Transportation. Ample and in good condition. ‘ 

Commissariats.—Attentive; books, money, and accounts appeared 
correct, and the general satisfaction of the troops satistied me that their 
wants in this respect were attended to. But in this, as well as through- 
out all the disbursing offices of the department, I found not one-half the 
officers properly bonded or commissioned. 

Ordnance Officers—Seem' to be qualified and attentive. Ordnance 
stores well kept, and plenty on hand for immediate use; all the small- 
arms in the hands of the troops. Artillery getting in good condition. 

Medical Officers and Hospitals.—Attentive set of officers, and the hos- 
pitals in good condition, showing great care and attention on the part 
of the officer. Dr. C. M. Taylor, medical inspector of hospitals of the 
district, is one of the most attentive and efficient officers I ever met. 
~ REMARKS.—The lieutenant-general commanding is exceedingly fortu- 
nate in the organization and officering of his army. I inspected his 
district with great. gratification and pleasure. The sentiment of the 
people I found true and devoted to our cause. It is said that there are 
a few traitors inside the enemy’s lines, but I am satisfied that it only 
exists among a few discontented, unreliable, disappointed politicians, 
whose influence will avail them but little with the people, who are nearly 
all sound, and seem each day to be more deeply impressed with the con- 
viction that it is better for every one in the Confederate States to perish 
than for us to fail in this struggle. 

DISstRICT OF TEXAS, Major-General Magruder Commanding.—He is 
energetic in the discharge of his duties, and possesses to a considerable 
degree the confidence of his army and the people; but there is a great 
want of system pervading his district, caused by the great number of 
orders he issues, and in some instances their clear violation of law; but 
when his attention was called to it, | have found him ready and anxious 
to correct all errors. 

Adjutant Generals Office.—In tolerable condition; his assistant adju- 
tant-generals are attentive officers to their duties, Papers marked O* 
will show the number of staff officers in district. 

Inspector-General’s Office —This duty has been greatly neglected, and 
I could not learn of any thorough inspection having been made by dis- 
trict inspector. Colonel McNeill has been placed upon the major-gen- 
eral’s staff as inspector since I made my inspection. When I inspected 
the troops he was in command of a regiment, so I was informed, in 
Louisiana. 

Division and Brigade Commanders.—The District of Texas has been 
divided into three sub-districts, Brigadier-General Slaughter command- 
ing in the Hastern Sub-District. He is a good officer, and, if his health 
continues good, will render valuable service. DBrigadier-General Bee, 
commanding in the Western Sub. District, is an excellent man, but has 
seen but little service. Brigadier-General McCulloch, in Northern Sub- 
District, has but few troops; is said to be a good oflicer. The troops 
were just being newly organized into brigades, and would be commanded 
by senior colonels. I did not find a single brigade in the district com- 


* Omitted. 


1132 MO., ARK., KANS., IND. T., AND DEPT. N. W. [Cmar. XXXIV. 


manded by a commissioned brigadier-general. Brigadier-General Waul 
arrived while I was in Texas, but was not in command of troops in the 
field whilst I was there. It is just to him to state that, having been a 
long time absent from home, I was informed he had gone home on short 
leave. Lieutenant-general commanding informed me he had ordered 
Brigadier-General Rust to report to Major-General Magruder, to be 
assigned to duty, if agreeable to the major-general commanding. There 
are needed two or three good, efficient disciplinarian officers. It is of 
great importance to render efficient regimental and company officers as 
well as the troops. For a list of brigadicr-generals and staff, 1 refer 
you to paper marked O O.* 
Assistant Adjutant-General’s Offices of Division and Brigades.—The offi- 
cers in the assistant adjutant-general’s department on duty had their 
offices in good condition, and seemed attentive to their duties. 
Inspectors of Divisions and Brigades.—This duty had been greatly 
neglected, owing to the want of good officer's ; but under the new organ- 
ization of the troops into brigades, it is hoped that there will be new 
life and spirit infused into this branch of the service, which has im- 
pressed meas of the greatest importance to the army to have frequent 
and thorough inspection. : 
Troops.—Drill, discipline, and general efficiency, except the regiments 
of Colonels Cook, Elmore, Luckett, Debray, and Bates, are very poor. 
The regiments I excepted are very good. The spirits of the troops are 
good, and with proper discipline will make a fine army. The trocps are 
well fed and clothed. The horses of the cavalry tolerably good. Owing 
to the want of proper discipline, I found the arms, except in those regi- 
ments before excepted, in bad condition for use. One-half of the troops 
are armed with the domestic gun of the country, a large portion of which 
would be of little service in a battle. The number is as follows: 


? Aggregate, 
Command. |Pr —_ for present and 
y- absent. 

Jemantry. an dcantillerys.2set.s doce Gades Skee aee, Sa aee ey. SNe ay ee 3, 807 6, 698 

CEMIPILD pease sree neaaap nh nates 2 eS aE CuI OPEN Nasa So cas Sa Ao oe 3, 766 6, 269 
Brigadicr-General Green’s command had arrived in Texas ; by adding his 

present for duty (it/being cavalry). oc) /.cc-s-. 2 sede vceccevs.cc ace heel. 2, 339 5, 608 

‘STEW INTO SCRSEC Rey ee Se ane Th oie ROR Pe hen ayoue RRR cae Shy 2 1, 529 3, 960 

Bical eek at Wh Ceuta Adal eee ke iy teeta SBOE ae 11, 441 22, 585 


Quartermasters of District.—In books, cash, and papers I found no 
errors. They still had on hand their quarterly returns, since July last. 
Not half of them bonded or commissioned properly. I refer you to 
papers marked P,* from Captain Wharton, chief of clothing bureau in 
Texas; also to reports from Major Russell, marked Q,+ concerning the 
trade with Mexico; also to list of quartermasters, marked QQ. * 

Transportation.—Limited. The railroads in Texas in bad condition. 
Respectfully refer you to the papers from the president of New Orleans 
and Texas Railroad (R).* It is important that this railroad should be 
kept in good condition, as it assists in keeping up communication with 
Louisiana, and enables supplies to be sent to Sabine Pass ; indeed, with- 
out the road it would be impossible to hold Sabine Pass, 

 Commissariats.—I found no errors in accounts or cash, but the same 
embarrassment that exists among many of the disbursing officers exists 


* Omitted. t Printed in Series I, Vol. XXVI. 
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in this branch of the service. Not half of the officers ave properly 
bonded or commissioned from Richmond. I refer you to papers 
marked 8.* 

Ordnance Oficers.—I found the ordnance well kept; officers attentive, 
and in their books, cash, and accounts I was not able to discover any 
errors. I refer you to papers marked T.* Artillery ample for the 
service, and fast becoming efficient. 

Medical Department and Hospitals.—I do not feel myself competent to 
judge of the qualifications of the surgeons, but the bad condition of the 
hospitals in the district impressed me unfavorably. I called the atten- 
tion of the major-general commanding to it; also Dr. Benjamin, medical 
inspector, sent out. by the Surgeon-General. He informed me he had 
been doing all he could to correct it, and I ain satisfied he had. I also 
felt it to be proper for me to call Lieutenant-General Smith’s attention 
to condition of the hospitals. I found no inspector of hospitals for the 
district. I refer you to papers marked U* for list of medical officers 
in the district. - 

Engineer Officers and Fortifications —This department is. admirably 
conducted, and the fortifications at Velasco, Quintana, Galveston, and 


Sabine Pass reflect great credit on Colonel Snlakowski and his associ- 


ates. Papers marked V* wiil show plan of fortifications at Galveston 
and drawings of Sabine Pass. I refer you to Colonel Allston’s inspec- 
tion reports, marked A A,* for full description of the forts and number 
of guns mounted. It agrees fully with my own inspection, made a few 
days afterward. I refer you to papers marked X* for a list of engineer 
officers in district. 

REMARKS.—The necessity of a few more good field officers in the dis- 
trict is very important to render the army efficient. I found all the 
officers but poorly supplied with the military laws and orders. The 
cotton office established in this district, at Houston, by the direction of 
Lieutenant-General Smith, will accomplish much good. The effect of 
the cotton trade via Brownsville and Mexico, as formerly carried on, 
did much to demoralize the people and depreciate our currency. The 
work-shops at Houston are able to repair all the small-arms, and the 
magazines contain ample supply of powder. There is plenty of lead and 
caps for present use. I did not visit Sau Antonio, as orders were issued 
for the removal of stores from that place, and there were no troops there 
to inspect. The order for the removal was afterward revoked. The 
people of Texas are confident and sound, with but few exceptions, and 
their confidence in their Government at Richmond unwavering. 

I have the honor to submit this report and accompanying papers for 
the consideration of the Adjutant and Inspector General of the Army 
of the Confederate States. 

*I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. P. JOHNSON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICER. 
March 19, 1864. 


Major Johnson has exhibited unusual diligence and energy in his in- 
spections, and, in this report, puts the department in possession of 


* Omitted. 
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much valuable information. He states that he procured the much- 
needed rolls ‘and rosters, but, under the advice of General Smith, con- 
cluded that it was impracticable to transport them. Two inspectors 
have been recently sent out for this special purpose, with orders to make 
every effort to accomplish the end. 

The exhibits accompany this report, with the exception of the returns, ¢ 
of which I am making consolidated copies. The exhibits will be copied 
and furnished: to the bureaus to which they pertain, so soon as the hon- 
orable Secretary can return them to this office. It was my purpose to 
make a synopsis of these papers, and they have been retained several 
days with that view, but my other duties have not permitted. An in- 
spector-general, to take charge of such duty, is much demanded. 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 


By order: 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure B.] 


OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER OF THE TRANS-Miss. DEPT., 
Shreveport, La., January 19, 1864. 
Maj. J. P. JoHNSON, 
Assistant Inspector-General, P. A. C. S., Shreveport, La. : 

MAsor: As requested this morning, I have the honor to report that 
I have on hand $16,804,894.20. Of this amount, only $12,350 is in 
money ; the remainder, $16,792,544.20, is in drafts on Mr. H. J. G. Bat- 
tle, Confederate States depositary, at this place, and on the Treasury 
at Richmond. This large amount is absolutely unavailable, as it is im- 
possible for me to have any one of the drafts cashed. I have called 
upon Mr. Battle time and again for money, but have invariably been 
informed that he had no funds on hand with which to meet the drafts I 
hold. The want of funds to meet the necessities of the army embar- 
rasses to a great degree the efficiency of my department. 

The quartermaster’s bureau recently established in the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department is yet in its infaney, but I have reasonable hopes of 
having it soon in good workin g condition, and will then be able to cor- 
rect, to a great extent, the many errors to be found in the returns of 
the various quartermasters in this department. In fact, much has 
already been done to effect this much to be desired end. 

It will afford me pleasure to make you a report more in detail, should 
you require it, or to show you in person the workings of both the offices 
of the quartermaster’s bureau and the office of chief quartermaster of 
the Trans-Mississippi Department. : 

The press of business on my hands (having the duties of two im- 
portant offices assigned to my charge) must be my apology for this 
summary report. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. W. OBANNON, 
Ineut. Col. and Chief Quartermaster, Trans-Mississippi Dept. 


Unclosure C.] 
HAIEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
CLOTHING BUREAU, 
Shreveport, La., January 18, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith a memoranda of the 
principal articles issued and manufactured at my office during the year 
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ending December 31,1863. Ihave called for reports from the different 
officers charged with the manufacture and issue of clothing, camp and 
garrison equipage, and, when received, will submit a report of the entire 
transactions of this bureau throughout the department. With reference 
to arrangements for this year for providing clothing, camp and garrison 
equipage for the troops, I will remark that arrangements now exist 
for the delivery, monthly, at this depot, Jefferson and Tyler, Tex., of 
from 9,000 to 13,000 hats, at a cost of from $3.25 to $5 each. There are 
manufactured at this depot, Washington, Ark., and Jefferson, Tyler, 
Houston, and Austin, Tex., about 10,000 pairs of shoes per month 5 and, 
by an arrangement with the Huntsville penitentiary, the clothing bureau 
is to receive, within twelve months, from that institution 1,200,000 yards 
of cloth, Osnaburg, cotton jeans, woolen plaids, and woolen jeans. In 
addition to this, it is expected that the machinery sent to Tyler, Tex., 
when put in operation, will turn out in the same length of time at least 
200,000 yards woolen jeans. With the foundries at Jefferson and Hemp- 
stead, Tex., the army can be supplied with cooking utensils; and if ten 
good molders, ten first-class blacksmiths, and a few No. 1 machinists 
can be obtained, I can have manufactured axes, nails, and many other 
articles required by our army. These mechanics cannot be obtained 
from civil life, and I suggest that inquiry be made throughout the army 
for them. 

While I was in Houston I caused Capt. E. C. Wharton to furnish Lieut. 
Col. W. J. Hutchins, chief cotton office, with a statement of such ar- 
ticles as our army wold need for the ensuing year, and that officer 
informed that the most strenuous efforts would be made to obtain the 
supplies. I have entire confidence in his ability to do so, provided the 
route by Eagle Pass is kept open. 

Maj. Charles Russell left for Eagle Pass some time since, with au- 
thority to negotiate for and introduce the articles required. Iam further 
assured that General HE. B. Nichols has a very large quantity of army 
supplies, such as we need, at Matamoras, and, with pledges from the 
cotton office of payment being made in cotton, will introduce them into 
the country. General Nichols’ well-known character is 4 sufficient guar- 
antee that the goods will be introduced as promised. Major Hart is 
also sanguine of furnishing a very large quantity of clothing, camp and 
garrison equipage within this quarter. My transactions have been con- 
fined mainly to the limits of the department; the memoranda exhibits, 
in part, what [havedone. During this year I expect to do much more, 
having every reason to believe that the army can be supplied from 
home products with 108,000 hats, 40,000 jackets, 40,000 pairs of trousers, 
100,000 shirts and drawers, 120,000 pairs of shoes, 3,000 tents, and cook- 
ing utensils to meet pressing demands. To accomplish this, however, 
it will be necessary to keep me amply supplied with funds (I have a 
very small amount on hand at present), and an efficient officer sent to 
Tyler to put that machinery to work. I respectfully suggest that Maj. 
J. J. Busby be ordered on that duty. 

Respectfully, 
W. H. HAYNES, 
Major and Quartermaster, C. S. A., Chief of Clothing Bureau. 
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Memorandum of articles of clothing and clothing material transferred, 
issued, and sold by Maj. W. H. Haynes, quartermaster of the Provisional 
Army of the Confederate States, during the year ending December 31, 
1863. 


Cape anaenyient sole ts ca cene tp oo oe ek ote wee i pie site heen ee ere ee 19, 732 
Va Wetsses hia wes Dae BAe eee aa cals sana the eee arch oe pe i eens 22, 557 
HR ATES sree ioe cans. teats ne a Peters yeaa he, cea eh) Mmm are As pairs... 41,157 
OMEISHIMB USS Wate att cic Mun wade ue ne ee ghee ye uel sa a pny a Rs cea 2,210 
IMIS ace trs is ceteris at te seh ae NOT, Wee Ne ta eee sere ene ete ee 54, 585 
IDTAWOIS cons sae ene he OE SE Cee asic TOMES ASE wees ase pairs... 48,704 
BOOTS: ATMRBNOSS arse oiica a! Sat Seta eh eek DES Lv ae Pe ans do.... 40,860 
Soeksrs sis Uieee ee os tc Sey Ue tel ace eee Oe alae pal esp oeiia do i. .2 45: 356 
ONORCORLS IBS fc ale a. ape owe rate wep aoe eae Bie Pao ee ah cee 637 
POLARS SAH QUI. a 26 ob oa cis ng caus cae cumaimeneacs ua emEaee ne eens 22, 236 
SAUD HO Berrie sos ee eae tele ae ne cee pe ee ee ee ee yards. -. 3004 
(GaseiMIOre SSA Ss oe hace seen SO ep eae SN ee do.... 1404 
lp Un) erray Seite ice IS cre remne eae ean ees were rae gee te New ee ei do.... 12,473 
(COO Ad Ores S527 Se eect inci ce ee Eat penne Ea do.... 444 
DOME RUG Sate tee Gees aby cheatin Wc re uieeeh estat oh nega a ete ns eee do.... 30,5214 
1B) SUING ase es an eae Ne hs cay oe pn SiaiSaiewlein as Sratane See ee eee Re eee dos.- 
PAO Ts Gels 2S ek wis ee Palle ea en SEE Re attelne avd ae ee eee do... 6714 
OES oe eerie tire once cadaron ewe bec ees Sea Awe tNbec Lee do.... 4,6753 
VOaDATCOLLOT Sats cs ose a ais ee eis soe ee eae ee do.... 1,390} 
GSE EOS CESS SG SIS See Sees Se SEEDS Siete ee L Ciera 7114 
PPO ng eae e weno on been geo eee on ed Ue See Le ee eee dog: 1054 
Pec wah 30 Canes Pea ENE es Leben ine Geto bbe ee Cue gC pounds... 5,295 
Jueaphenenole. Pac ees ose es Ne ee OL Se aes Ween sericea do.... 1,0272 
HRA QUEN tac tenant rn ea Le es shnicy eta 2 Oh sis Stora se Sin ero See do.... 14,865 
SEAUNOL UP DEL in cc dion arses auth <a bel oye pate aeeen Oboe ee dost 715 
See owes Sate as ee Ueda et aee lee cus Cote hoe Seen eee eee yards.. 2,966 
POO USE teil Sony Pe os amie e one's cl CGMS ah NERD ea pounds... 41,532 
OOS oaiS 2. STURN ae ak atelns Abound. Bie LR he an aes yards... 244 
DY GON MOMS ooo Noes Notch cil aut ns wa ae ohn ag Sag mee ea aati eae -pounds.. 706 
FODOMBGO KG ora cache Kicwmes wanersg omaengue we tewtme steed cas ae tee eee 1,714 
AVCRBEGIS oir m sind scones weaken eee es ver tees eek or Dee | en 9, 010 
OMAN OB oe eset 2k poco nn ce oe RO tg LUE JIU RR CD RES Se nee 332 
WAY HONUR sea g8ij28 Bebe risa set ANS aes ee aetsteh Sa eae see 610 
aN O RES 8 ence satan aa cacnocblaapeecek Soe ee ae te ee 443 
PY ORCPRNOPES © f. 5-5 s emnadaat ane oe ensues cc cot oe epee eee eee 595 


Of this quantity I have manufactured the following, viz: 


CBSE r oe los Se Hk Nigh Sha pansies TORU BOTS Nea SO RG GUE aa Ue 15, 230 
Map Relsigmag CORKS: < :.\ yi. Se. Sinatewneleia saw Pana Ne ceeeenie caMsaee McA TaN 7, 657 
BO SAR iN Eicd se: ~dpo'o c jadin'eisia te) domi aud dors pista a oees GALE aces eee ee pairs... 21,747 
RGESINI OSE caw. t on om smcmessjecrahunp tea aman ore emce eaca meen eee 139 
2) Ll ee eae Senn eitcy nts ua SoGh hs ys 43, 651 
DEB WOMB ere hin te = = Soaks odin d erin e eb ould § Weald une ee Rae REE pairs... 38,952 
RSs ERED 29) wim din Sichy nig OU akdh, elo are ORC rR ERC CE a2y- O22) 1K6, 269 
OAS re abs ny nintrn dane wnt sig d medias Woke ee eect ae eee eee 571 
USE REA Ces inp rlew ee vwen vo > nce eke ee een eee SSE eas ENS 311 
POU cae ahainae si vom a2 gee — + sono a's dane eee ARE eR yards. -. 3024 
MBO Y PS Se aden a CO Sauls ed De Le RE Sc ei dower 264 
Sides Tept ee en ak i tow aie oe nade sie Goa ay ce a Os On eg a 5, 609 
RNAP SOONG se sieve cee wee ns anacedveerer pcucenwase Loli deme eee eee 1, 372 
FLA VOUSH ONS SEAR atte caine deen vans caedce eUa swab: Seamus lin net een eln 9, 162 
PONDER Tovah eee eka tee oe s/Fae cee ley. ches abe O en cea cme en naa 216 
i ee Lee eRe per Ma CN CDRS eee. uy 546 
Weall-berita Us iecata ce eibe Leis aa Lee vee Lad desea Dik RUA UR see 202 
Wagon Sheeta ian Wie eri ts = vie nob ae shou slog ek yy Se GD eae 590 


My quarterly papers for the fourth quarter not being finished, I can- 
not get the exact amounts of the articles transferred, sold, &¢., and the 
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amounts shown in this memorandum will be somewhat increased when 
my papers are closed up, so that I can arrive at the true amounts. 
Major and Quartermaster, P. A. O. S., 
Chief Clothing Bureau, Dept. Trans-Miss. 


This paper, by accident, was not signed by Major Haynes; but I sub- 
mit it, for information, to the proper department. 
J. P. JOHNSON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


{Inclosure D.] 


OFFICE OF CHIEF PAYMASTER, TRANS-Miss. DEPT., 
Shreveport, La., January 19, 1864. 
Maj. J. P. JOHNSON, 
Asst. Adjt. and Insp. Gen., Trans-Miss. Dept., Shreveport, La. : 

MaAsor: I have the honor to submis the following statement of the 
condition of the pay department: ‘ ee 

The troops in the department have all been paid to include August 
31, 1863, and the officers to a much later period, probably to date. 
These payments were made from funds obtained from the Confederate 
States depository, by order of the lieutenant-general commanding, and 
a portion of them was received from the quartermaster’s funds by a 
similar order. 

The balance on hand, after these payments, is $518,621, which will 
scarcely be sufficient to meet the current expenses of the department 
and to pay the paroled prisoners from Vicksburg and Port Hudson, 
now reporting to General Allen, at Shreveport, La., and to General 
Dockery, at Washington, Ark. 

Estimates for funds required for the pay of the troops in the depart- |. 
ment to December 31, 1863, were forwarded to Richmond, Va., on the 
12th of September, 1863, but as yet no notice has reached this office of 
the arrival of the funds. I have also just forwarded, through the chief 
quartermaster Trans-Mississippi Department, estimates for the pay of 
the troops for the six months ending June 30, 1864. 

The possession of the Rio Grande and Mississippi Rivers by the en- 
emy renders it impossible to calculate, with any certainty, upon the 
receipt of funds in this department. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant 

; C. BE. CARR, 
Major and Chief Paymaster, Trans-Mississippi Department. 


[Inclosure E. ] 


OFFICE CHIEF OF SUBSISTENCE, TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPT., 
Shreveport, La., January 20, 1864. 
Maj. J. P. JOHNSON, 
Assistant Inspector-General : 

Magsor: In answer to your verbal inquiry of this date, I beg to make 
the following statement: 

Reports from the chief commissaries of the districts, showing the. 
amount of funds received, disbursed, and remaining on hand, and ~ 
quantity of stores received, issued, and remaining on hand, are required 
to be made monthly to this office; also reports of persons employed of 
the various classes. These reports are received regularly from Major 
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Hill, chief commissary of subsistence District of Arkansas, and Major 
Pendleton, chief commissary of subsistence on General Magruder’s staff, 
Texas, but are usually incomplete, from the fact that subordinate offi- 
cers do not report tothem. Major Phillips, chief commissary of subsist- 
ence District of West Louisiana, has not furnished this office with the 
report asked for. Iam, therefore, unable to give you the information I 
could myself desire. 

The articles in depot most abundant are sugar, molasses, salt, and 
corn. The sugar is estimated at 3,500 hogsheads; molasses, 2,200 bar- 
rels; salt, 45,000 bushels. The facilities for procuring large quantities 
of corn, and its abundance in almost every part of the department, has 
not justified me in laying in a still greater supply. The main depots, 
where most of these supplies are collected, are in localities considered 
as Secure from raids of the enemy, and convenient to troops in the field. 

In the early part of the season I contracted with responsible parties 
for curing and packing salt meats. One of the parties has erected, at 
his own expense, extensive buildings and: machinery at J efferson, Tex. 
The contract required them to kill and pack 4,000 beeves and 10,000 
hogs. Owing to the failure of G. W. White, general agent for the pur- 
chase of beef, to furnish them promptly in the early part of the season, — 
the number of beeves killed will not exceed 3,000; and by the failures 
of the officers in Arkansas to procure hogs, the number of hogs will not 
exceed 6,000; 5,000 of this number I have procured from the swamps 
and exposed position in front, in this State. They have been penned 
and fattened on corn, and, notwithstanding a very heavy loss, say 15 
per cent., from cholera and other causes, their cost, When made into 
bacon, will be 50 per cent. less than the schedule price fixed by the 
commissioners of this State. The beef, when slaughtered (with the 
exception of the hind quarters or hams), will be packed into barrels. 
That which has been delivered has been examined by experts and pro- 
nounced a prime article. This article cost the Government 15 cents on 
delivery. The hams will be (with the bone extracted) cured and smoked. 

In addition to the bacon that will be packed at Jefferson, 3,000 hogs 
will be killed and packed at Bonham and Tyler, Tex., and Fulton, Ark. 
While I am not officially informed of the fact, I have understood that 
5,000 would be killed and made into bacon on the Trinity and Brazos 
Rivers. The large quantities of bacon made by the farmers in the coun- 
try now in our possession induces me to think that if one-half the tithe 
is collected, in addition to what has been made on Government account, 
there can be issued of that article for 50,000 troops two days in seven 
for me present year, without resorting to further purchases or impress- 
ment. 

If an opportunity should offer to cross salt meat to the east side of 
the Mississippi, I would deem it my duty to urge the’commanding gen- 
eral of this department to ship every pound that would be in depots 
accessible to transportation, and rely upon the bacon that would be left 
in the hands of the farmers, which would be a surplus sufficient to sub- 
sist the troops on this side of the river until next season. I will state 
in this connection that my policy in making bacon for the army was 
only to make use of the hogs that were in exposed localities, and leave 
hogs in sections not subject to raids of the enemy in the hands of the 
farmers, and encourage them to make them into bacon. This has been 
done by them to a great extent in sone parts of the department, par- 
ticularly in Louisiana and some sections of Eastern Texas, The great 
attention given by them to the raising of hogs induces me to think that 
the stock next season will be 50 per cent. greater. 
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The difficulty of transportation, and the drafts on the militia in the 
wheat-growing sections of Texas, where there is little negro labor, have 
not permitted us to procure as much flour as we desired. That which 
has been delivered, a large portion of which was ground from tithe 
wheat, has been a very interior article, and is not more acceptable to 
the troops than corn-meal. 

The amount of funds, as shown by the reports of officers on file in my 
office, with the exception of Majors Blair and Maclin, exhibit the sum 
of $3,584,752.98. This amount I deem sufficient to subsist the depart- 
ment for the first and second quarters. 

I will conclude by saying that while the reports of officers do not show 
large quantities of supplies in depots other than those enumerated above, 
they are in the country, and can be made-available whenever the wants 
of the army require them. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

; WM. H. THOMAS, 
Major and Chief Commissary of Subsistence, Trans- Mississippi Dept. 


[Inelosure F.] 


ORDNANCE BUREAU, TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. DEPARTMENT, 
Marshall, Tex., January 15, 1864, 
Maj. J. P. JOHNSON, 
Assistant Inspector- General : 

MAJsor: As requested by you, I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report: 

In the early part of last year I was ordered to proceed to this depart- 
ment, to give such advice and assistance as my enlarged experience 
enabled me to do, and for this purpose I would report to Lieutenant- 
General Smith, &c. 

On my arrival at General Smith’s headquarters, Vicksburg and Port 
Hudson had fallen, and we were in a great measure isolated from the 
rest of the Confederacy. General Smith issued a general order, an- 
nouncing me as the chief of the bureau of ordnance for this department, 
and directing all the returns and reports, heretofore made to Richmond, 
to be made to me. The officers of the Niter and Mining Corps also to 
report to me. aes 

I made a tour of inspection through the country, visiting the differ- 
_ ent establishments for manufacturing ordnance supplies, and on my 
return, with the approval of General Smith, I established the office of 
the bureau at tbis place, where the returns from the different arsenals 
and the troops are sent. 

These returns are recorded and examined in my office, corrections 
required when necessary, and then filed, to be transmitted to Rich- 
mond for settlement at the Treasury, when opportunity may offer. As 
the department placed no funds under my control, and the officers pro- 
curing supplies wanted money, not advice, I could render no assistance. 

The only arsenal under my control is the Texas Arsenal, San Antonio, 
commanded~-by Col. P. Stockton. All the other establishments and all 
contracts for supplies are under the control of the acting chiefs of ord- 
nance and artillery. I know nothing of their proceedings until they 
render their accounts to this office, when I have only to see that the ex- 
penditures have been properly and legally made. The intention of the 
War Department seems to be to distribute the funds through me (which 
would give me control of the expenditures), as the Chief of Ordnance 
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at Richmond has sent me authority to draw to the amount of a million 
and a half for ordnance; but as he has omitted to state who to draw upon, 
I could only refer his letters to the commanding general, and up to this 
date I have been unable to get the first dollar for the expenses of the 
department. Under these circumstances, I must refer you for all infor- 
mation as to the procuring of ordnance supplies to Maj. T. G. Rhett, 
chief of ordnance and artillery, on the staff of Lieutenant.General Smith. 

The Niter and Mining Corps are employed as follows: 

1st. Mr. Thomas G. Clemson, in charge of iron works, has the furnace 
in Marion County in blast; is making pig-iron and castings. He is about 
erecting another furnace in Davis County, in. the same neighborhood, 
and proposes to put up a third in Anderson County, near the Trinity 
River. 

2d. Maj. Isaac Read and Lieutenants Sprigg and Harrison, in charge 
of niter works and other mining operations. As the niter caves in 
Northern Arkansas and the lead mine in Sevier County have all been 
abandoned from the approach of the enemy, Major Read has gone with 
all the force at his disposal to work the very productive niter caves in 
Western Texas. These caves have already yielded a good deal of niter, 
and Major Read is confident we can get from them all that we require. 
There is now a year’s supply on hand, provided the powder-mill to be 
established here was at work, which it is not likely to be for some time. 
Sulphur and copperas are also being obtained by this department. . 

3d. For procuring lead, niter, &c., by purchase, Capt. R. H: Temple 
has been stationed at San Antonio, and has procured these articles to 
the extent of his ability. 

The supply of such articles is sufficient, except iron, of which we want 
an unlimited quantity, and I have directed every exertion to be made 
to proceed with this manufacture. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 

BENJ. HUGER, 
Maj. Gen. and: Chief of Bureau of Ordnance, Trans-Miss. Dept. 


[Inclosure G.] 


OFFICE OF CHIEF OF ORDNANCE AND ARTILLERY, 
TRANS- MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., January 19, 1864. 
Maj. J. P. JOHNSON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General : 


Magor: I am unable, from the absence of most of my officers from 
their posts (several being on a board of examiners at Camden. and others 
absent, to appear before said board), to furnish you with as full a report 
as I could wish, and will therefore confine myself for the present to: 
those points which seemed most important, viz, ammunition, powder, 
lead,and caps. From reports furnished my office, there are about 150,000 
pounds of powder in this department, 140,000 pounds niter, and about 
30,000 pounds of sulphur. These supplies are being increased by ship- 
ments from Mexico, and I will in this way be enabled to supply the 
needs of my department, if the enemy do not cut us off from the Rio 
Grande. Caps can only be obtained in small quantities, and are bought 
up wherever they can be found. Lead is supplied from Mexico, and 
there are several hundred thousand pounds on the way, besides ‘sufii- 
cient for present consumption in depot at Marshall, Tex. I am putting 
up at Marshall, Tex., powder-mills and cap-machines, which, when fin- 
ished, will supply all that can be used; and the other works, such as 
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gunsmiths’ and machine shops, foundries, &e., are being put up at 
Marshall and Tyler, Tex., and also at this point. A laboratory, in charge 
of a skillful chemist, is in course of construction. These works are 
under competent officers, who are pressing them forward rapidly, and I 
have no doubt of my ability to supply all wants of ordnance stores in a 
short time, provided money be promptly furnished me when called for. 
The armies in the field are pretty well supplied with small-arm and 
artillery ammunition. The removal of the works from Camden, Arka- 
delphia, and Little Rock, and putting up the necessary buildings and 
foundries, has caused me to be very backward in my ability to meet 
the calls made upon me for ordnance supplies; but in a few months I 
hope to be able not only to meet all such calls, but to have a large sur- 
plus of manufactured stores on hand for any emergency that may arise. 
A more complete and correct report, if needed, can be made as soon 
as my Officers return, and sent you at any point you may desire.* 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS, G. RHETT, 
- Major and Chief of Ordnance and Artillery, Trans-Miss. Dept. 


[Sub-Inclosure G.] 


OFFICE OF CHIEF OF ORDNANCE AND ARTILLERY, 
TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
: Shreveport, La., October 22, 1863. ° 
Maj. J. P. JOHNSON, : 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General : 

MAJoR: I respectfully report for your information as follows: 

Establishments for ordnance work were in full operation at Little Rock, 

Arkadelphia, and Camden, and a shop for repair of arms at Fort Smith; 
but, by reason of movements recently ordered, and the approach of the 
Federal forces, all these workshops and establishments have been re- 
moved to places of safety: the machinery, tools, stores, and men from 
Little Rock Arsenal to Tyler, Tex.; the machinery, tools, stores, and men 
from Arkadelphia to Marshall, Tex.; and the machinery, tools, stores, 
and men from Camden to Shreveport, La. 
. Lam establishing at Tyler a laboratory for fabricating battery and 
small-arms ammunition, carpenters’ and blacksmiths’ shop, and shop 
for repairs‘of arms. Iam also in treaty for the purchase of a manu- 
factory of small-arms located at that point, and which is now carrying 
out a contract with the State of Texas for making guns. 

At Marshall, Tex., I am having buildings erected for manufacture of 
small-arms, smiths’ and carpenters’ shop, powder-mill and magazine, 
and am concentrating at that point large supplies of heavy material, 
such as saltpeter, sulphur, lead, and iron, and I intend it to be a depot 
for supplies arriving from Mexico. 

At Shreveport, La., are established, and now in operation, a foundry, 
harness, carpenter, and smiths’ shops, and laboratory for fabricating 
battery and small-arms ammunition. The foundry is now doing good 
work, and is turning out.9 and 11 inch shot and shell, 30-pounder Par- 
rott shot and shell, Brooke shot for 32-pounder gun (rifled), 3 inch rifle 
shell and shot, 3.8-inch rifle shell and shot, 2.25 inch rifle shell and shot, 
6 and 12 pounder projectiles, Navy fuses, heavy castings for powder- 
mill, &e. . 

The laboratory turns out from 7,000 to 10,000 rounds per day; other 
shops doing equally well, notwithstanding an unusual amount of sick- 


* See also Rhett’s report of October 22, 1563, sub-inclesure, 
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ness among mechanics employed and detailed. I have here gathered 
some good machinery, and intend increasing it from time to time; also 
erecting buildings for arsenal, magazine, shops, &c. (in addition to those 
already in position), and putting up a large reverberatory furnace. 
This department has now at this point 100,000 pounds flat bar railroad 
iron, 70,000 pounds road and flat bar iron, 100 kegs nails, and — tons 
of pig-iron. 

There are ordnance workshops at Houston, Tex., and an arsenal of 
construction at San Antonio. There is a powder-mill at this last-named 
point belonging to a contractor, of no great value, as far as I am able 
to learn. 

I have contracts for supplies of storesin quantity, for which payment 
is to be madein cotton. Contractors have now en route to and close upon 
Marshall 30,000 pounds of lead, 50,000 pounds of English powder, trace- 
chains, wood screws, canvas, axes, flannel, paper, files, cones, &c. Fair 
quantities of these important articles are now coming forward, but a 
fatality has attended the introduction of arms, accouterments, cartridge 
paper, and acids into this department. A great many arms have been 
captured and lost while in transitw from Richmond and other points 
east of the Mississippi, some 7,000 or 8,000 stand having been taken into 
Vicksburg for safety, and there lost. Not long ago a vessel with 12,000 
stand was captured off the coast of Mexico while trying to run in, and 
still more recently another, having on board 10,000 guns, 5,000,000 per- 
cussion caps, and 2,000,000 rounds small-arms ammunition, run in just 
off the mouth of the Rio Grande, and had succeeded in getting ashore 
only 4,600 guns of her whole cargo, when she was seized and taken off 
by a French cruiser. I have no information going to show whether 
these arms were the property of contractors or already belonged to the 
Government and sent around from Bermuda. 

This department should have at least 30,000 more guns, about a third 
of them tor cavalry. Accouterments are also wanted in quantity, ma- 
terial and workmen having been so scarce as to prevent a supply being 
provided by manufacture. 

Funds are badly needed. A million dollars sent to the depository at 
Alexandria, La., intended for use of this department, was turned over 
to quartermaster’s department, District of West Louisiana, by the de- 
positary. This action will check my operations materially. - 

I state, in conclusion, without hesitancy, that did we have the 30,000 
additional arms and accouterments and a supply of percussion caps, 
that I could provide for all other wants of my department. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; THOS. G. RHETT, 
Major and Chief of Ordnance and Artillery, Trans-Miss. Dept. 


Ba BINA Os 


Embracing documents received too late for insertion in proper sequence. 


UNION CORRESPONDENCH, HTC. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, D. C., September 30, 1863—5.45 p. m. 


General SCHOFIELD, 
Saint Louis, Mo.:° 


- Following dispatch just received : 
UNION MEN DRIVEN OUT OF MISSOURI. 


LEAVENWORTH, 
September 29, [1863]. 


Governor Gamble having authorized Colonel Moss, of Liberty, Mo., to arm the men 
in Platte and Clinton Counties, he has armed mostly the returned rebel soldiers and 
men under bonds. Moss’ men are now driving the Union men oat of Missouri. Over 
one hundred families crossed the river to-day. Many of the wives of our Union 
soldiers have been compelled to leave. Four or five Union men have been murdered 
by Colonel Moss’ men. 

Please look to this; see if true, in whole or part; put a stop to it. 

; A. LINCOLN. 


CONFEDERATE CORRESPONDENCH, HTC, 


Litt Roox, April 11, 1863. 
Mr. WILLIAM REENAN HILL: 

My DEAR Sir: On the opposite page* you will find a copy of a letter 
from me to Colonel Sappington, which is ‘*‘ approved” by the chief quar- 
termaster of this military district, from which you will see that every 
inducement which can be asked for bringing supplies into our lines are 
offered. The prices offered and paid for army supplies are very remu- 
nerative. On an order given to another party for specific articles, a 
profit of 200 per cent. on what the articles cost in Confederate money 
in Memphis is aliowed, and the Government to pay in addition the cost 
of transportation to point of delivery. You may rely on 200 per cent. 
profit on original cost in all cases. On sone articles (bulky, heavy, and 
cheap articles) a much larger percentage will be paid; but the clause 
in my letter authorizing hin to retain and sell to other parties such 
articles as the Government does not want, or for which it will not pay 
a satisfactory price, gives special and invaluable privileges. Under it 
you may introduce anything you choose, with certainty of protection 
and of selling at remunerative prices. 


*Inclosure following, 
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General Holmes (as I mentioned in another letter) has issued orders 
for the protection and safe conduct of all articles introduced by Colonel 
Sappington, and special instructions to all officers under his command 
to facilitate him by all means in their power. He is authorized to bring 
any and every thing. A more satisfactory arrangement could not well 
be made. 

How much I wish you were here now! I hope you have succeeded 
in accomplishing something satisfactory and profitable on the other 
side. Whenever you thisk my services wanted on the other side of 
the river, I shall be ready, on notification from you, to go over; but un- 
less you have succeeded in making arrangements to run the blockade 
with meat, to be paid in cotton, it seems to me I can best subserve our 
interests by remaining here. It strikes me our way is clearly open for 
us to make our fortune here, but I would prefer to make it by bringing 
in meat for the army. 

Mr. Sappington has started for Memphis and may go into the city. I 
gave him a letter for you. 

Yours, very truly, 
E. C. CABELL. 


[P. S.]—I have given my official signature to the letter, which makes 
it as good to you as the original. 


{Inclosure. 


LITTLE Rock, April 10, 1863. 
Col. G. W. SAPPINGTON: | 

DEAR Sir: Inregard to the price and place of delivery of supplies 
for the army in Arkansas, Major Benton authorizes me to say that it is 
impracticable to set a specific price on the articles, but that you will be 
paid as liberally as others, or the price may be submitted to referees, 
or, if you are not satisfied with the Government price, the supplies will 
be left with you to dispose of as you think proper. 

The delivery must be at some post within our line safe from the raids 
of the enemy, and accessible to the agents of the Government or offi- 
cers of the army. Steamboats, should you use them in the delivery of 
the supplies, should land at some point on the White or Arkansas 
Rivers. 

Yours, very truly, 
EK. C. CABELL. 


JNO. B. BENTON, 
Major, and Assistant Quartermaster District of Arkansas. 


' Approved : 


OFFICE CHIEF (JUARTERMASTER, 
Intile Rock, April 11, 1863. 
The bearer, Capt. W. F. Moore, is hereby authorized to procure from 
beyond the enemy’s lives supplies for the army to an unlimited extent, 
which I will receive at any point, within our lines, on the White or 
Arkansas Rivers, and pay the money for them on delivery. 
/ ISAAC BRINKER, 


Major, Chief Quartermaster. 
Approved : 


By order of Major-General Price : 
THOS. L. SNEAD, - 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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LITtLE Rock, April 11, 1863. 


The bearer, Capt. ws F. Moore, is hereby authorized to procure from 
beyond the enemy’s lines supplies for the army, to be delivered to me 
be my agent at any point, within our lines, on the White or Arkansas 

iver. 

All officers and men of the army in this department will furnish him 
protection for self and supplies, and his transportation, whether boat or 
otherwise, and such assistance in the execution of this authority as they 
can give consistently with the discharge of their other duties. 

W..H. HAYNES. 
Maj., and Q. M., Chf. Clothing Bureau Trans-Miss. Dept. 


Approved : 

By order of Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes: 
JNO. B. BENTON, 

Major, and Chief Quartermaster District of Arkansas. 


OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, 
Little Rock, April 12, 1863. 
Col, THomAS C, JOHNSON: 

DEAR Sir: The department here is very anxious to get supplies for 
the quartermaster’s department; so much so that it is giving out 
contracts to various parties for unlimited amounts. It is in great 
haste to get them,and I have sent three messengers to Major Hunt, 
nthe Mississippi Bottom, within the last ten days, to hunt him up; 
and the last person [ sent was Captain Moore, and he has full authority 
from the department here to get the goods and bring them through 
the lines, with permission to purchase boats or anything that may be 
necessary. 

If you have a contract, you had better do what you can immediately, 
as other parties have contracts, and the object will be to get ahead of 
them. The department here is open for almost any contract in the 
way of quartermaster’s stores, if they can be delivered in a short time. 


Respectfully, yours, 
ISAAC BRINKER, 
Major, Chief Quartermaster Prices Division. 


(Same to Maj. Thomas H. Price.) 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS- MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, April 14, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE, 
Commanding District of Arkansas, Missouri, &e.: 

GENERAL: Your dispatch of the 12th has been received. I cannot 
too strongly express my approbation and admiration of your course 
since the opening of the campaign, and acknowledge the skill and 
judgment with which you have couducted the operations of your com- 
mand, and the promptness with which you have carried out the general 
plans. Assistance is on the way to your support, and I believe, under 
God’s mercy, that the general results will be great and gloriously Suc- 
cessful. 
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Steele must not be allowed to effect a junction with Banks below 
Natchitoches. Should he move toward Calhoun and Homer, our de- 
pots must be consumed by your command and destroyed before him as 
you retire. All supplies on his line of advance must be destroyed or 
removed, and with your superiority in cavalry, confine his foraging 
parties to the main column. Destruction must await him if he advances, 
You will push his retreat and make it disastrous. 

E. KIRBY SMITH, 
General. 


Hpgrs. ComMIssAaRY DEPARTMENT, PRICE’s DIvIsiIon, 
Des Arc, July 21, 1863. 
Maj. L. A.. MAcLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


MaAJor: In your note of yesterday you say: 


General Price would be obliged to you (me) for a statement, in writing, of any facts 
that may be within your knowledge relating to the employment by him of hemp bales 
in the siege and taking of Lexington, Mo., in September, 1861, and particularly as 
to the claim put forward by some of General Harris’ friends that this use of the hemp 
was suggested by that officer. : 

It is with pleasure I avail myself of the first moment had for reflec- 
tion to furnish, through you, to the general, the following facts. Will 
you please present them? 


Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE: 


GENERAL: When, in September, 1861, the Missouri State Guard was 
advancing under your orders toward Lexington, as a member of your 
staff and commissary-general of the State, I accompanied the army. 

At a small village called Index, a part of the militia which had been 
threatening Lexington, under the command of Colonel Ront (the colonel 
having lett them and returned to his home), met, and were incorporated 
in yourarmy. Capt. Thomas Hinkle, at present assistant quartermas- 
ter in the Provisional Army, Confederate States, was among them, and 
some time during the day, either at Index or &t Rose Hill, told me, to 
use his own language, ‘How easy Ront could have taken Lexington 
before the re enforcements. under Mulligan and Marshall arrived, with- 
out the loss of 10 men.” He then spoke of the baled hemp. I was not 
struck with the practicability of his assertions, thinking the enemy 
could, by the use of hot shot or incendiary shell, destroy such combus- 
tible material whenever it came within range of his guns.» Captain 
Hinkle said that could be guarded against by first dipping the bales 
in the river. I did not understand how any considerable breastwork 
was to be got into position. “By the Simplest process imaginable,” re- 
plied the captain. “Take the large wheels on your place, 7 or 8 feet 
in diameter (and I can get a half dozen pair like them in the country), 
and put in an axle 30 or 40 feet long, if you choose. Have it strong 
enough to carry a frame that will bear bales of hemp, from within a few 
inches of the surface of the earth, 8 or 10 feet high.” 

I declined to present, according to my present recollections, the plan 
of Hinkle toyou. Colonel Snead, who came up before the conversation 
concluded, I assured him was the proper channel of communication 
with you. This interview was on the third or fourth day preceding 
your first entry into Lexington. 

The next time I heard hemp bales referred to was the evening of the 
first or second day after your entry into the city, ere taking up position 
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at the Fair Grounds. On this occasion, Captain Hinkle came to my quar- 
ters and announced that he would, by your order, start the next morn- 
ing to Wellington, with fifty wagons to bring down hemp. The next 
day before dark, 1 noticed a number of wagons loaded with baled hemp 
parked in front of John 8. Porter’s house, a short distance northeast of 
your quarters. This constitutes the substance of all my knowledge 
relative to the hemp. 

Sure that a considerable part of it belonged to and was lost to me, I 
do know that the parking of the wagons containing hemp near your 
quarters was two or three days anterior to the arrival at Lexington of 
General Thomas A. Harris. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN REID. 


ALTERNATE DESIGNATIONS OF ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS 
VOLUME.* 


Abat’s (E.) Artillery. See Texas Troops. 

Ackley’s (Solon N.) Cavalry. Sve Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Adair’s (W. P.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, Cherokee. 

Adams’ (Charles W.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Adams’ (Nathaniel A.) Infantry. . See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Aduddell’s (John F.) Artillery. See Henry Hopkins’ Artillery. 

Alexander’s (A. M.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 34th Regiment. 

Alexander’s (Edmund B.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 10th *Regiment. 

Allen’s (Abraham) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State Militia. 

Allen’s (Asaph) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Allen's (John D.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Allen’s (Norman) Artillery. See Kansas Troops, 1st Battery. 

Anderson’s (Daniel) Cavalry. See Jowa Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Anderson’s (Martin) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Anderson’s (Richard C.) Cavalry. See Missowri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State 
Militia. © 

Andrews’ (Christopher C.)Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Armstrong’s (Fletcher E.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 11th Battery. 

Ashby’s (George W.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Backof’s (Frank) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Batiery L. 

Backus’ (William H.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Bailey’s Militia. See Osage County Militia. 

Bailey’s (George W. K.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Bailey’s (J.L.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Bainum’s (James 8.) Cavalry. See Missowri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Baker's (James H.) Infantry. See Winnesota Treops, 10th Regiment. 

Baldwin’s (Horace W.) Artillery, See William D. McLain’s Artillery. 

Ballew’s (Squire) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, State Militia. 

Banks’ (Resen) Infantry. See Lowa Lroops, 37th Regiment. - 

Barrett’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment (Colored). 

Barris’ (Sampson P.) Infantry.. See Missouri Troops, Union, 24th Regiment. 

Barstow’s (William A.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Barter’s (Richard F.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Bartlett’s (Edward M.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 30th Regiment. 
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Bartlett’s (Solon A.C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State 
Militia (new). 
Barton's (Joseph F,) Cavalry. See F. M. Chrisman’s Cavalry. 
Bass' (Thomas C.) Cavalry. Seve Texas Troops, 20th Regiment. 
Bates’ (Joseph) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 13th Regiment. 
Battle’s (N. W.) Cavalry.: See Texas Troops, 30th Regiment. 
Baumer’s (William) Infantry, See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Beach’s (Augustus*) Artillery. See Jowa Troops, 3d Battery. 
Beall’s (Roger T.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, 2d Regiment. 
- Beebe's (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 15th Regiment. 
Bell’s (Charles A.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment. 
Bell's (C.0.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 
Bell’s (S. 8.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 37th Regiment. 
Benter’s (Nick L.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regiment. 
Benton’s (Thomas H., jr.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 29th Regiment. 
Berry’s (C. E.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. « 
Black's (Thomas G.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 
Bledsoe’s (Joseph) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 
Blocher’s (William D.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 
Bodengen’s (Frederick W. von) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, 
Battery D. , 
Boggess’ (Milton M.) Cavalry. See B. D. McKie's Cavalry. 
Bonesteel’s (Jacob P.) Cavalry. Sce Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Borris’ (Herman) Artillery. Sve Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery A. 
Bourland’s (James) Cavalry. See Texas Troops. 
Bowen’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 13th Regiment. 
Bowen’s (William D.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, ‘Union, 10th Regiment. 
Bowles’ (John) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 1st Regiment (Colored). 
Boyd's (Sempronius H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 24th Regiment. 
Bradley’s (George) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Brawner’s (Milton H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment. 
Brewer's (O. H. P.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 2a Regiment, Cherokee. 
Bringhurst’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 46th Regiment. 
Broke Arm’s Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, Osage Battalion. 
Brooks’ (J. J.) Cavalry. Sce Samuel J. Richardson’s Cavalry. 
Brooks’ (W. H.) Infantry. See Arkansas T, roops, Confederate, 34th Regiment. 
Brown’s (Darius) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 12th Regiment. 
Brown’s (Henry B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, Stale Mili- 
tia (new), ; 
Brown’s (L. T.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 
Brown’s (Richard H.) Cavalry.’ See Missouri Troops, Union, 12th Regiment, 
Brown’s (Richard H.) Infantry. See Missouri Lroops, Union, 23d Regiment, 
Brown’s (Samuel H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, Provisional 
Emrotled Militia. 
Brown’s (William) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 
Brush’s (Daniel H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 18th Regiment, 
Bryan’s (J. M.) Indians. Sce Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Batlalion, Cherokee. 
Bunn’s (Iizekiel) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regiment. 
Burbridge’s (John Q.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confedirate, 4th Regiment, 
Burch’s (Milton) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, Siate Militia, 
Burchard’s (George W.) Infantry. Sve Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment (Col- 
ored). : 
Burford’s (N. M.) Cavalry. See Teras Troops, 19ih Regiment. 
Burgh’s (Henry B.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 9th Regiment, 
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Burner's (J. D.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, oth Battery. 

Burns’ (S. P.) Infantry. See De [itt C. Hunter’s Infantry. 

Burns’ (William 8.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment. 

Burris’ (John T.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Burris’ (Milton) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia. 

Burrows’ (Amos 8.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Burton’s (Anthony B.) Artillery: See Ohio Troops, 5th Battery. 

Buster's (M. W.) Infantry. See John B. Clark's Infantry. 

Butler’s (James L.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Cherokee. 

Caldwell’s (Henry C.) Cavalry. Sée Iowa Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Caldwell’s (Joseph W.) Cavalry. See Jowa Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Caldwell’s (Josiah H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Calkins’ (Elias A.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Callicott’s (John A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 29th Regiment. 

Cameron’s (Robert A.) Infantry.. See Indiana Troops, 34th Regiment. 

Campbell’s (Hugh J.) Infantry. See Zowa Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Campbell's (John L.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Campbell’s (L. C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 

Campbell’s (William T.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Cannon's (William’S.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Carpenter’s (J.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Carpenter’s (Robert) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Carrick's (Robert) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 

Carroll’s (Charles A.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Carter’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Castle’s (John) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Catherwood’s (Edwin C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Cave’s (Marion) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 23d Regiment: 

Cavert’s (Josiah G.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Chandler’s (John L.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment. 

Chapman's (Augustus H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 54th Regiment. 

Chivington’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Chrisman’s (I’. M.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Clark’s (Andrew G.) Artillery. See Kansas Troops, 2d Battery. 

Clark’s (Charles 8.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Clark’s (George W.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 34th Regiment. 

Clark’s (John B., jr.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Clark’s (Peter F.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Clarkson's (T. 8.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Battery K. 

Clayton’s (Powell) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Clifford’s (James) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Cloud’s (William F.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Coarser’s (John W.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Cockefair’s (James M.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 3d Battery. 

Coggins’ (W. J.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Cole’s (Nelson) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Buttery G. 

Coleman’s (Charles F.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Collins’ Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Collins’ (John EK.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8!h Regiment, State Militia. 

Collins’ (Richard A.) Artillery. See Joseph Lledsoe’s Artillery. 

Collins’ (Robert) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 

Collins’ (William O.) Cavalry. Sve Ohio Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Colorado (1st Battery) Artillery. See William D. McLain’s Artillery. 
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Comstock’s (Andrew J.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 33d Regiment. 

Conklin’s (Alvah R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State 

' Militia. : j 

Connell’s (John) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 23th Regiment. 

Cook’s (Henry N.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State Militia. 

Cook’s (Joseph J.) Artillery. See Texas Troops, 18st Regiment ( Heavy). : 

Cook’s (Samuel H.) Cavalry. See Colorado: Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Cook’s (Thomas Z.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Cooper’s (Samuel F.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 40th Regiment. 

Cormack’s (Joseph W.) Cavalry. Sce Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 

Cosgrove’s (Patrick) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Reyinwnt. 

Cossitt’s (Chancy M.) Artillery.* See /illiam D. MeLain’s Artillery. 

Cowley’s (Matthew) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9ih Leegiment. 

Crail’s (Benjamin F.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Cramer’s (Manlove) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 31st Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. ; 

Crandall’s (Lee) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Crane’s (James) Cavalry. Sce Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Crawford's (Samuel J.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Crawford's (Samuel J.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment (Colored). 

Crawford’s (Thomas L.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Ith Regiment, Pro- 
visional Enrolled Militia. : 

Crawford’s (W. A.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Crites’ (John) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Crittenden’s (Thomas T.) Cavalry. Sev Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Reginent, State 
Militia. 

Crocker’s (Watson D.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, Ith Battery. 

Crooks’ (William) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Cropp’s (Alexander K.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Provis- 
ional Enrolled Militia. ; 

Cross’ (John) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Militia. 

_ Crump’s (R. P.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 1st Regiment, Partisan. 

Cummins’ Cavalry. See Missouri T roops, Confederate. 

Cunningham's (George W.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 35th Regiment, 
Enrolled Militia. 

Curran’s (Sterrit M.) Infantry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Currie’s (George E.) Infantry. See M ississippt Marine Brigade. 

Curtis’ (Orren A.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Curtis’ (Samuel S.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Darnall’s (William W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Davidson’s (A. H.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 1st Battalion, Arizona Brigade. 

Davidson's (Joseph C.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. , 

Davis’ (Charles D.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Dawson’s (C. L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment. 

Dawson's (W. A.) Cavalry. See F. M. Stewart's Cavali y. 

Deadrick’s Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Debray’s (X. B.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Delashmutt’s (John I.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Demby’s (James W.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

De Morse’s (Charles) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 29th Regiment. 

Dengler’s (Adolph) Infantry. Seo Ilinois Troops, 43d Regiment. 

Denson’s (W. B.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops. 

Desha Rangers Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, > 
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Dette’s (John F. W.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State 
Militia. 
Dickinson’s (Samuel P.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Dill’s (Daniel J.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 30th Regiment. 
- Dobbin's (A. S.) Cavalry. See‘ Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 
‘ Dodd’s (Theodore H.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Dodson’s (Isham B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State Militia. 
Dole’s (George) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Home Guards. 
Dorsey's (Caleb) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 
Doudna’s (Willoughby) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Douglas County Militia. See Kansas Troops. 
Douglass’ (Joseph B.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, it Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 
Downing’s (Jacob) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, ist Regiment. 
Downing’s (Lewis) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Home Guards. 
Drake’s (Charles) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 
Drake’s (Francis M.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 36th Regiment. 
_ Draper’s (Daniel M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State Militia. 
Drumhiller’s (William) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State 
Militia (old). 
Duff's (John W.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Duffield’s (George) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Duncan’s (William M.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 18th Regiment. _ 
Dunn’s (Clark) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Dye’s (John H.) Cavalry. See H.C. Newton’s Cavalry. 
Barl’s (George F.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Eaton’s (Ethan W.) Cavalry. See New Mexico Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Eberhart’s (Gustavus A.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 32d Regiment. 
Edington’s (John A.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 9th Battery. 
Edwards’ (Cyrus L.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery E. 
Edwards’ (John) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 18th Regiment. 
Elbert’s (Gustavus M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment. 
Elliott’s (Benjamin) Cavairy. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 
Ellison’s (J.) Cavalry. See 8. G. Kitchen’s Cavalry. — 
Ellithorpe’s (Albert C.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 1st Reyiment, Home 
Guards. 
Elmore’s (H. M.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 20th Regiment. 
Emmons’ (Benjamin, jr.) Infantry. See Missowi Troops, Union, 27th Regiment, En- 
rolled Militia. : 
Eno’s (Edward B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, Slate Militia. 
Eppstein’s (Joseph A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, State 
Militia (new). 
Erskine’s (Albert) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment. 
Espey’s (Hugh) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 2d Battery. 
Etter’s (C. B.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 
Bwing’s (James A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State Militia. 
Ewing’s (Thomas, jr.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 
Ferguson’s (John C.) Infantry. See lowa Troops, 8th Regiinent. 
Ferguson’s (P. 8.) Militia. See Wyandolte County Militia. 
Fischer’s (Waldemar) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State Militia 


{ 


(new). 
Fish’s (Stillman O.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery K. 
Fishback’s (William M.) Infantry. See Fishback, William M. 8 


Fisk’s (Julius G.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Fitch’s (Ezra) Cavalry. See drkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, 
> 
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Fitch’s (Horace) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 35th Regiment. 
Fitzgeraid’s (William J.) Infantry. See Wissowri Troops, Union, 39th Regiment, En- 
rolled Militia. 
Fitzwilliams’ (James) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 
Plentz’s (William) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State Militia 
(new). ‘ , 
Flesher’s (Henry) Cavalry. See Kunsas Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Folmsbee’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State 
Militia. 
Folsom’s Indians. See Captain Folsom. 
Folsom’s (Sampson) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Choctaw. 
Foreman’s (Alexander) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, 
Cherokee. 
Foreman’s (John A.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Home Guards. 
Foster's (Everett W.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Foster’s (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 35th Regiment. 
Freeburn’s (Archibald B.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Freeman’s (Thomas R.) Partisans. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 
Prisbie’s (Henry N.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 37th Regiment. 
Fuchs’ (Frederick W.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Fuller (E. W.) Cavalry. See Saint Martin’s Rangers. 
Fuller’s (Irving W.) Cavalry. See drkansas Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 
Furnas’ (Robert W.) Cavairy. See Nebraska Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Garrett’s (John A.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 40th Regiment. 
Garth’s (Samuel A.) Cavalry. Sve, Vissouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State Militia. 
Gause’s (L. C.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 32d Regiment. 
Geiger’s (Washington F.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment. 
Gerster’s (Anton) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union , 27th Regiment. 
Gibson’s (William E.) Artillery. See Texas Troops. 
Giddings’ (D. C.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 21st Regiment. 
Gilkey’s (Charles A.) Cavalry. See Beal G. Jeans’ Cavalry. 
Gill’s (Charles R.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 29th Regiment. 
Gillett’s (L. E.) Cavalry. See Texas Trovups. 
Gilstrap’s (Jesse M.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 
Glasgow’s (Samuel L.) Infantry. See Towa Troops, 23d Regiment. 
Glaze’s (Henry 8.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Yth Regiment, State Militia. 
Glenn’s (J. E.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 36th Regiment. 
Glover’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 
Gonzales’ (Thomas) Artillery. See Teras Troops. 
Goodsell’s (Henry) Cavalry. See Iisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Gordon’s (B. F.) Cavalry. Sve Missouri Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment. 
Gordon’s (Joseph T.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regiment. 
Goss’ (Benjamin F.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Gonld’s (N. C.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 23d Regiment. 
Gower’s (James O.) Cavalry. See Jowa Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Grass’ (Daniel) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Glst Regiment. 
Gratheer’s (Henry) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State Militia. 
Gravely’s (Joseph J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8h Regiment, State 
Militia. 
Gray’s (Edmund B.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 28th Regiment. 
Greene’s (Colton) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3a Regiment. 
Greer’s (Samuel W.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 15th Regiment. 
qGrinsted’s (H. L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 33d Regiment. 
Griswold’s (D. B.) Artillery. See Missour Troops, Confederate. 
Guitar’s (Odon) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regimrnt, State Militia. 
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Gurley’s (E. J.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 30th Regiment. 

Guylee’s (John) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 3d Regiment (Colored). 

Hadley’s (Julius L.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 25th Battery. 

Haines’ (William W.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 2d Battery. 

Hale’s (John B.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Hall’s (George H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Militia. 

Hall’s (John) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Ham’s (Elijah D.) Infantry: See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Hamilton’s (James L.) Artillery. See C. O. Bell’s Artillery. 

Hanna’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Hardeman’s (Peter) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 1st Regiment, Arizona Brigade. 

Hardine’s (Chester, jr.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 25th Regiment. 

Hardy’s (David L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Harker’s (Garrison) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Harris’ (Charles L.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Harris’ (Marshall H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, Slate Militia. 

Harrison’s (James E.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Harrison’s (M. La Rae) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 
Harrison’s (William R.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Provis- 
ional Enrolled Militia. 

Hart’s (John M.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 106th Regiment. 

Hart’s (R. A.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 39th Regiment. 

Hartman’s (Theobald) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Harvey’s (Elijah E.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Hatch’s (E. A. C.) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops. 

Hawkins’ Cavalry. Official designation unknown. See —— Hawkins. 

Hawkins’ (George W.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Hawpe’s (T. C.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 31st Regiment. 

Hawthorn’s (A. T.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Hayden’s (Mortimer M.) Artilfery. See Iowa Troops, 3d Batlery. 

Heath's (Herman H.) Cavalry. See Jowa Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Heath’s (William H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Regiment. 

Henley’s (William) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 47th Regiment. 

Henning’s (Benjamin 8.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Herder’s (John N.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia. — 

Heron’s (William) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, “8 Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Hicks’ (Henry A.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, th Batlery. 

Hildebrand’s (Jesse) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 77th Regiment. 

Hill’s (G. H.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Hill’s (J. F.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Hiller’s (Hiram M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State Militia. 

Holstein’s (Otto) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Holt’s (Charles H.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate. 

Hoover’s (John VY.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, 74th Regiment, Enrolled Militia. 

Hopkins’ (Henry) Artillery. See Kansas Troops. 

Howard's (Charles W.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
teries K and M. 

Howell’s (Sylvanus) Artillery. See Texas Troops. 

Hubbard’s (Edward B.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 20th Battery. 

Hubbard’s (James M.) Cavalry, Seo Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Huffman’s (Jacob) Infantry, See Missouri Troops, Union, Toth Legiment, Hnrotled 
Militia. 
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Hughes’ (D. Henry) Infantry., See Iowa Troops, 33th Regiment. 

Hughey’s (W. M.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Human’s (William C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State 
‘Militia. ; 

Hummel’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State 
Militia (new), 

Hlunt’s (Charles B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Hunter’s (De Witt C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Hunter’s (Samuel A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State 
‘Militia. 

Hunter’s (William T.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State 
Militia (new). ; 

Huntt’s (George G.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment. 

lurd’s (Tyrus I.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Tilinois Artillery, 3d Regiment, Battery A. See Thomas F. Vaughn's Artillery. . 

Jackman’s (8. D.) Infantry. See Josiah H. Caldwell’s Infantry. 

Jackson’s (Andrew) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia. 

Jacobi’s (Arthur) Infantry.. See Wisconsin Troops, 9th Regiment. 

James’ (John) Militia. See Johnson County, Militia. 

Jeans’ (Beal G.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Jeffers’ (William L.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment. 

Jenkins’ (Wilton A.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Jennison’s (Samuel P.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Jewett’s (Johnson W.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 66th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. ; 

Johnson County Militia. See’ Kansas Troops. . 

Johnson’s (Curtis) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Johnson’s (Cyrus H.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 9th Battery. 

Johnson’s (Harvey) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Johnson’s (Horace B.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union.  ‘ 

Johnson’s (Horace B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Johnson’s (James J.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Jobnson’s (James M.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Johnson’s (Marshall W.) Cavalry. See Missowri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Jones’ (Fedelio 8.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Jones’ (John) Artillery. See Minnesota Troops, 3d Battery. 

Jones’ (O. G.) Artillery. See Texas Troops.’ 

Joslyn’s (John J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Joy’s (Lewis D.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Jumper’s (John) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, Seminole Battalion. 

Kaufiman’s (Albert B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Kehoe’s (Miles) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Keis’ (John) Infantry. See Missour; Troops, Union, 27th Regiment. 

‘Sate (George W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Militia. 
Kelly's (Morgan) Infantry. See Missourj Troops, Union, 26th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. ; é 
cae net (A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 67th Regiment, Enrolled 
Kennedy’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regimenz. 

EKent’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 19th Regiment. 
Rerbers (Charles) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Kersner’s (Jonathan) Cavalry. Sce Illinois Troops, 3 Regiment. 
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Kettle’s (James G.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, (7th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. ‘ 

Killen’s (Thomas P.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

_Kincaid’s (George W.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 37th’ Regiment. 

King’s (Austin A., jr.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State 
Militia. } : 

King’s (James P.) Infantry. See drkansas Wout: Confederate, 35th Regiment. 

King’s (Walter) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Militia. 

Kingsbury’s (Ezra W.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Kinsman’s (William H.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Kitchen’s (8S. G.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Kittredge’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 36th Regiment. 

Kizer’s (Fernando C.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Klauss’ (Martin) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 1st Battery. 

Knowles’ (Daniel C.) Artillery. See Kansas Tr oops, 2d Battery. 

Krez’s (Conrad) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Krumbhaar’s (W. B.) Artillery. See Texas Troops. 

Kunkel’s (Jerome) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Kutzner’s(Edward A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Laing’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Lane’s (W. P.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 1st Regiment, Partisan: 

Latham’s (Robert B.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 106th Regiment. 

Laughlin’s (Rankin G.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 94th Regiment 

Lawther’s (Robert R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Lazear’s (Bazel F.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 12th rece State Mili- 
tia; alsolst Regiment, State Militia. 

Leavenworth’s (J. H.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Lee’s (Roswell W.) Artillery. See Texas Troops. 

Leeper’s (William T.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State Mili- 
tia (new). 

Leighton’s (George E.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Tih Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Leonard’s (Reeves) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 91h Regiment, Siate Militia. 

Lewis’ (James M.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 238th Regiment. 

Lewis’ (L. M.) Infantry. See Josiah H. Caldwell’s Infantry. 

Lindsay’s (James) Infantry. See Missowri Troops, Union, 68th Megiment, Lnrolled 
Militia. 

Lindsay’s (John G.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Lindsay’s (Lycurgus) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Lindsey’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Lippert’s (Lothar) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 13th Ke pent 

Lippincott’s (Charles E.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 33d Regiment. 

Lisenby’s (John W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment. 

Little’s (Joseph H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia. 

Livingston's (Robert R.) Infantry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Livingston's (T. R.) Cavalry. Official designation unknown, Seo T. R. Livingston. 

Logan’s (Samuel M.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Lucas’ (Edward W.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Luckett’s (P. N.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Lynde’s (Edward) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, Ith Regiment. 

McCray’s (T. H.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment, 

McFarland’s (John D.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State 
Militia. 
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McFerran’s (James) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State 
Militia. 
McGehee’s (J. H.) Cavalry. See F. M.Chrisman’s Cavalry. 
McGhee’s (Joseph H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State 
Militia. 
McIntosh’s (Chilly) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, Creek. 
McIntosh’s (D. N.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Creek. 
Mackey’s (Cyrus H.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 33d Regiment. 
Mackey’s (Thomas L.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 11th Regiment. 
'McKie’s (B. D.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops. 
McKinney’s (A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, Pr ovisional 
Enrolled Militia. 
McKinsey’s (James) Cavalry. See Wissouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State Militia. 
MclLain’s (William D.) Artillery. See Colorado Troops. 
McLane’s (William H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, Pro- 
visional Enrolled Militia. 
McLaren's (Alexander) Artillery. See Horace B. Johnson's Artillery. 
McLaren’s (Robert N.) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Regiment. 
McLean’s (William E.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 43d Regiment. 
MacMurray’s (Junius W.) Artillery. See WVissowri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, 
Battery L. 
MoNeil’s (John) Cavalry. See Missowri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State Militia. 
McNeill’s (A. J.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 30th Regiment. 
McPhaill’s (Samuel) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Mahana’s (Bradley) Cavalry. See lowa Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Major’s (John C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 43d Regiment. 
Malcombe’s (W. T.) Cavalry. See Desha Rangers. 
Markham’s (William) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Marks’ (Samuel B.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 18th Regiment. 
Marr’s (James) Artillery. See Missowri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery F. 
Marsh’s (Asbury C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 
Marsh’s (Josiah F.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Marshall’s (John G.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 
Marshall's (John W.) Cavalry. See Yeras Troops. 
Marshall's (William R.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Martin’s (L. M.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 5th Megiment, Partisan. 
Martin’s (William A.) Cavalry. See drkansas Troops, Union, 4th Regiment. 
Mason's (William B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 77th Regiment. 
May’s (Dwight) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 12th Regimen. 
May’s (G. Allen) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment. 
Maynard’s (Joseph 8.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regimeni. 
Meeker’s (Stephen M.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 62d Regiment. 
Meisner’s (Charles P.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Battery D. 
Merrill Horse Cavairy. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Merrill's (Lewis) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Merrill’s (Samuel) Infantry., See Jowa Troops, 21st Regiment. 
Metz’s (Edward) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 15th Regiment. 
Miami County Militia. See Kansas Troops. 
Milks’ (Henry B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regret, State Militia 
(new). 
Millard’s (Andrew J.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Miller’s (J. J.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 
Miller’s (Lewis P.) Infantry. See Missourt Troops, Union, lst Regiment, Provisional _ 
Enrolled Militia, 
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Miller’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Mills’ (James K.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 24th Regiment. 

Miner’s (Nelson) Cavalry. See Dakota Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Miserez’s (Peter J.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Mississippi Marine Brigade Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union. 

Missouri Seventh Infantry (Confederate). See Josiah H. Caldwell’s Infantry. 

Missouri Highth Infantry (Confederate). See De Witt C. Hunter's Infantry. 

Missouri Ninth Infantry (Confederate). See James D. Whites Infantry. 

Missouri Tenth Infantry (Confederate). See A. LZ. Steen’s Infantry. 

Mitchell's (Charles 8.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Con federate, 

Mitchell’s (James A.) Artillery. Sce Ohio Troops, 16th Battery. 

Mizx’s (Franklin E.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Battalion, State Militia. 

Mochel’s (George H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Monks’ (Williani) Infantry. See Missowi Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Monroe’s (J. C.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, ist Regiment, Trans- 
Mississippi Department. 

Montgomery’s (Samuel) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 

Moonlight’s (Thomas*) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Moore’s (David) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 21st Regiment. 

Moore’s (William B.*) Artillery. See William D. McLain’s Artillery. 

Morgan’s (A. 8.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 26th Rejiment. 

Morgan’s (C.L.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops. 

Morris County Militia. See Aansas Troops. 

Morsey’s (Frederick) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State 
Militia (new). 

Morton's (Quin) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 23d Regiment. 

Moss’ (James H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 48th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia; also 82d Regiment, Enrolled Militia. 

Mounted Rangers Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Mullins’ (Alexander W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Slate 
Mililia. 

Murphy’s (David) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, lst Regiment, Battery F. 

Murphy’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State 
Militia. - 

Murphy’s (Richard) Cavalry. See Missowri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, State Mili- . 
tia (new). 

Murrell’s (Frank) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Musser’s (Richard H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Nasmith’s (Samuel J.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 25th Regiment. 

Neill’s (Henry) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Newman's (Jesse T.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 101st Regiment. 

Newton's (R. C.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Nichols’ (Frederic C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 25th Regiment, 

Nichols’ (William H.) Artillery. See Texas Troops. 

Norris’ (Wesley W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 43d Regiment. 

Norton’s (Galen G.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. 

O’Brien’s (George M.) Cavalry. See Jowa Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Offley’s (Robert H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment. 

Ohr’s (Simon P.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 61st Regiment. 

Opdyke’s (Henry H.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Orahood’s (John W.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Osage County Militia. See Kansas Troops. 


’ 
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Ostermayer’s (Peter) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, State Militia 
(new). 

Owen’s (Julian D.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Pace's (Lewis C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Pace’s (Thomas N.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Palmer’s Cavalry. See Arkansas Tr oops, Confederate. 

Palmer's (Henry E.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Parkell’s (Alonzo B.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Patker’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 37th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. ‘ 

Parker’s (Wilson L.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State 
Militia. ; 

Parmetar’s (James W.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Parsons’ (W. H.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Pattee’s (John) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 41st Regiment. 

Patterson's (Robert F.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 291h Regiment. 

Peabody’s (Albert P.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Penick’s (William R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State 
Militia (old). . 

Penney’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 35th Regiment. 

Peoples’ (S. J.) Cavalry. See Desha Rangers. 

Peoria Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery A. 

Phelps’ (John E.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Philips’ (John F.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment,. State Militia. 

Phillips’ (Joseph) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 3d Regiment, Arizona Brigade. 

Phillips’ (O. P) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 66th Regiment, Enrolled Militia. | 

Phillips’ (William A.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Home 
Guards. 

Phul’s (Benjamin von*) Artillery. See Benjamin von Phul. 

Pickens’ (Edmond) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate. 

_ Pickett’s (A. C.) Infantry. See 4. E. Steen’s Infantry. : 

Pickler’s (J. F.) Cavalry. See 7. R. Livingston’s Cavalry. : 

Pikes’ (Bennett) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Provisional En- 
rolled Militia. 

Pikes’ (Joshua A.) Cavalry. . See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Pile’s (William A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Regiment. 

Pindall’s (L. A.) Sharpshooters. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Pinger’s (John) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State Militia (old). 

Pleasants’ (J. C.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 29th Regiment. 

Plumb’s (William) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State Militia. 

Pond’s (J. B.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Ponder’s (W. M.) Infaritry. ‘see James D. White's Infantry. 

Poole’s (Frederick R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Porter’s (James W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Porter’s (Joseph C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Pound’s (Johnt) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Militia. 

Powers’ (P. L.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, Provisional En- 
rolled Militia. : 

Pratt’s (J. H.) Artillery. See Texas Troops. 

Praul’s (Lafayette) Cavalry, See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State Militia 
(new). 

Preston’s (W. J.) Cavalry. 


See Missouri Troops, Con federate, 4th Regiment. . 
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Preuitt’s (Valentine) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Pritchard's (Jesse L.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Rabb’s (John W.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 2d Battery ; also jociportaite com: 
manding Missourt Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Rankin’s (L. J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Bh Regiment, Enrolled Miti- 
tia. 

Ransom’s (Wyllis C.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, Cth Regiment. 

Raynor’s (William H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 56th Regiment. 

Read’s (Horatio N. F.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9ih Regiment. 

Reber’s (Van Buren 8.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
tery K. 

Rector’s (W. G.) Cavalry. See Texas Tr wis 17th Regiment. 

Redding’s (William M.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 69th Regiment, En- 
rolled Militia. 

Reed’s (John H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 

Rees’ (Jacob G.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Renner’s (Henry) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 12th Regiment, State Militia. 

Reves’ (Timothy) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Reynolds’ (L. M.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion, Chickasaw. 

Ribble’s (Henry H.) Infantry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Rice’s (Daniel) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Militia. 

Rice’s (Hiram A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State Militia 
(new). 

Rice’s (Samuel A.) Infantry. Sce Jowa Troops, 33d Regiment. 

Richardson’s (Samuel B.) Cavalry. See Wissouri Troops ,Union, 5th Regiment, State 
Militia (new). 

Richardson’s (Samuel J.) Cavalry. See Texas Tr oops. 

Ridgway’s (John W.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Riemann’s (George) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Ritter’s (John F.) Cavalry. See Missouri. Troops, Union,.1st Regiment. 

Rizer’s (Robert O.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Robbins’ (Samuel M.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Roberts’ (Leroy D.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Robinson’s (Joseph K.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State 
Militia, : 

Robinson’s (Willi iam P.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 23d Recinone: 

Rogan’s (J. Ww ) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 39th Regiment. 

Rogers’ (John B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State Militia. 

Ross’ (Edmund G.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Roszell’s (Charles A. L.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Rouell’s (Lyman D.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Ruark’s (Ozias) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State Militia. 

Rufiner’s (Samuel T.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Rupp’s (John) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia. 

Saint Joseph Militia. See Missouri Troops, Union, 25th Regiment, Enrolled Militia. 

Saint Martin’s Rangers Cavalry. See Lowisiana Troops. 

Salomon’s (Charles E.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Sanborn’s (George L.) Cavalry. See Colorudo Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Sands’ (Frank C.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 11th Battery. 

Sapp’s (William F.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Scanland’s (John) Cavalry. See Texas Troops. 

Schaerff’s (Charles) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Battery D. 

Schaurte’s (Frederick W.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Home 
Guards. 

Schluter’s (Herman) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 9th Regiment. 
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Schnable’s (John A.) Cavalry. See Benjamin Elliot’’s Cavalry. 

Schofield’s (George W.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st’ Regiment, Bat- 
tery A. 

Schofield Hussars Cavalry. See Missouri Tr oops, Union, Sih Regiment, State Militia 
(new). 

Schroeling’s (John C.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Scott’s (John*) Cavalry. See Caleb Dorsey’s Cavalry. 

Scott’s (John) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Scott’s (John) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, #1st Regiment, Enrolled Militia. 

Scott's (Oliver H. P.) Cavalry. See Lowa Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Searle’s (Elhanon J.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Sears’ (John J.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Seley’s (Abel H.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Shaler’s (James R.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 27th Regiment. 

Shanks’ (David) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Shannon's (W. H.)Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, Cherokee. 

Sharp’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment (Colored). 

Shaver’s (R. G.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 38th Regiment. 

Shaw’s (Elvis P.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Shelby’s (Joseph O.) Cavalry. See Missowri Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment. 
Shelton’s (William A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 45th Regiment, Enrolled 

/ Militia. 

Sheppard’s (Henry) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Shimminger’s (Samuel) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 43d Regiment. 

Shipley’s (Francis M.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, llth Regiment. 

Shoup’s (George L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Showalter’s (Daniel) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 4th Regiment, Arizona Brigade. 

Shunk’s (David) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Sigel’s (Albert) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, State Militia (new). 

Simpson's (Benjamin F.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Singer’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Sitton’s (J. O.) Infantry. See Missouri Tr ogee, Union, 9th Regiment, Provisional En- 
rolled Militia. 

Slack’s (James R.) Infantry. See Indiana Bios ATth Regiment. 

Smart’s (Edwin) Cavairy. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State Militia (new). 

Smith's (Edward A.) Artillery. See Kansas Troops, 2d Battery. 

Gmith’s (Harry 8.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 91st-Regiment. 

Smith’s (J. Nelson) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Smith’s (Newton J.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 2d Baitery. 

Smith’s (Reuben) Cavalry. See Missowri Troops, Union, 2d Battalion, State Militia. 

Smyser’s (Alfred N.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 126th Regiment. 

Sockman’s (Alexander H.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Speight’s (J. W.) Infantry. See eras Troops, 15th Regiment. 

- Spencer's (Frederick A.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Spilman’s (Alexander C.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 3d mci ar Home 
Guards. 

Spring Frog’s Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Home Guards. 

Stall’s (Henry V.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State Militia. 

Stange’s (Gustave) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Batlery M. 

Stark’s (Denton D.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, aon lst Battery. 

Starr’s (Henry A.) Infantry. Seo MVisconsin Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Steele’s (James M.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Steen’s (A. E.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 
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Stevens’ (Edward R.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Stevens’ (J. G.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Stewart's (I. M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Stewart's (John E.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Stierlin’s (Charles) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery L. 

Stierlin’s (Henry J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. ; 

Stillings’ (Edward B.) Artillery. See Thomas F. Vaughn's Artillery. 

Stone’s (B. W.) Cavairy. See Texas Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Stone’s (William M.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Stott’s (James) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Provisional En- 
rolled Militia. 

Stout’s (Nathan L.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Strait’s (Horace B.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Street’s (Joseph M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State Militia. 

Strodtman’s (John E.) -Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Batteries 
Aand C, 

Stuart’s (James) Cavalry. See Lilinois Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Suess’ (Henry) Cavairy. See Missowri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, State Militia. 

Summers’ (Samuel W.) Cavalry. See Jowa Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Sutter's (John J.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Battery B. 

Swain’s (Andrew J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Swain’s (Joseph B.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Swan’s (Simeon D.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Taliaferro’s (IT. D.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Tappan’s (Samuel F.) Cavairy. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Terrell’s (A. W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops. 

Thomas’ (Minor T.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 8th Regiment; also temporarily 
commanding detachments of Gth and 10th Regiments. 

Thompson's (G. W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment. 

Thompson’s (Jay) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Thompson’s (Philip A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State 
Militia (old). 

Thompson’s (William G.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Thomson’s (L. L.) Cavalry. See Charles A. Carroll’s Cavalry. 

Thrall’s (Homer) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 22d Regiment. 

‘Thurber’s (Charles H.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Battery, State 
Militia. 

Tilden’s (Charles B.) Artillery. See Missowri Troops, Confederate. 

Tillman’s (John) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Torrey’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, lst Regiment. 

Tripp’s (William) Cavalry. See Dakota Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Trumbull’s (Matthew M.) Cavalry. See Jowa Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Turner’s (~amuel FE.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State 
_ Militia. 

Tyler's (John F.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia, 

Vanderhorck’s (John) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 8th Regi- 
ment. 

Vanderpool’s (Elisha) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 35th Regiment. 

Van Horn’s (Robert T.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 25th Regiment. 

Van Sickle’s (Abram B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Vaughn's (Thomas F.) Artillery. Sce Illinois Troops. 

Veale’s (George W.) Cavairy. See Kansas Troops, bth Regiment. 
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Vittum’s (David S.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Wachsman’s (Albert) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st’ Battery, State 
Militia. 4 ah 

Waggoner’s (W. H. H.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. : 

Wakerlin’s (George D.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State 
Militia (old). 

Walker’s (Irwin K.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. : ‘ 

Walker’s (Tandy) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Choctaw 
and Chickasaw. 

Waring’s (George E., jr.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Tnion, 4th Regiment. 

Washburn’s (Henry D.) Infantry. See Indiana 7; roops, 18th Regiment. 

Wratie’s (Stand) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Cherokee. 

Wattles’ (Stephen H.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Home 
Guards. 

Waugh’s (Gideon M.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Webb's (Ephraim L.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 23d Regiment. 

Weber’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Weber’s (Henry) Militia. Sce Douglas County Militia. 

Welfley’s (Martin) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery B. 

Wells’ (J. W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops. 

Wells’ (Samuel T.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 50th Regiment. 

West's (George) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 

West's (Henry C.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

West’s (William) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment. 

Westerberg’s (C. G. E.N.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State 
Militia (new). 

Weydemeyer’s (Joseph) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2a Regiment. 

" Wheat's (P. H.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Trans- 
Mississippi Department. 

Wheeler's (John B.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Whitaker’s (Charles) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 28th Regiment. 

White's (Calvert C.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 28th Regiment. 

White’s (James D.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

White's (William) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Whitely’s (Thomas J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 32d Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. < 

Whybark’s (Levi E.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State Mili- 
tia (new). 

Wickersham's (Dudley) Cavalry. See Iilinois Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Wier’s Cavalry. Official designation unknown. See —— Wier, 

Wilber’s (John C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 14th Regiment, State Militia. 

Wilcox’s (John) Cavalry. See Jowa Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Wilds’ (John Q.) Infantry. Sce Iowa Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Wilkin’s (Alexander) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Wilkins’ (Theodore) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 24 Regiment. 

Willetts’ (Charles) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Williams’ (Henry H.) Infantry. See Kansas Lroops, 10th Regiment. 

Williams’ (James M.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 1st Regiment (Colored). 

Williams’ (John F.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State Militia, 

Wilshire’s (William W.) Infantry. See IJilinois Troops, 126th Regiment. 

Wilson’s (Aristarchus) Artillery. See Kansas Troops, 2a Battery. © 

Wilson’s (David S.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Wilson's (James) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State Militia, 
(new). : 
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Wilson's (John T.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State Militia. 

Witherspoon’s (James L.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Wood's (John 8.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Wood's (R. C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Wood's (S.M.) Militia. See Morris County Militia. 

Wood's (William D.) Cavalry. ‘See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Wood's (William F.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Woodruff’s (Jacob) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Woods’ (Joseph J.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Woods’ (William) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Woodson’s (Richard G.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State 
Militia (new). 

Woolfolk’s (Alexander M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Wright’s (David R.) Infantry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Wright’s (Melvil C.) Artillery. See Jowa Troops, 3d Battery. 

Wright's (Moses B. C.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Home 
Guards. 

Wyandotte County Militia. See Kansas Troops. 

Wyckoff's (John) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, st. Regiment, State Militia. 

Wynkoop’s (Edward W.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. : 

Young’s Cavalry. Official designation unknown. See Young. 

Young’s (M. L.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Zepp’s (John) Artillery. Sce Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Battery D. 
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Brigades, Divisions, Corps, Armies, and improvised organizations are ‘‘ Mentioned” under name of 
commanding officer; State and other organizations under their oficial designation.’ (See Alternate 
Designations, pp. 1147-1163.) 
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(Hagan), 944; No. 11 (Frost), 969; No. 14 (Frost), 978; No. 21 
(frost), 1015; No. 26, 1027. e 

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 11, 808; No. 71, 851; No. — (June 18), 
877; No. 185 (Price), 970; No. 222, 1086. 

Price, Sterling, resumes command of division...--..........-............ 1027 


Arkansas, Eastern, District of. (Union. ) 
Orders, Circulars, series, 1863: Feb. 8, 103; April 8, 825. 
Orders, General, series 1863: No. 22, 189; No. 24, 199. 


Prentiss, Benjamin M. Relieved from command of the.............-..... 429 
Salomon, Frederick. Assigned to command of the.........-............. 429 
Union troops in the. Organization, strength, ete. 
Beef TBGS Vea ees cule vee cue bet sh eaten ae 133 
EDEL, UR63 5 2p ons care nGe cams ae eee eee eee 264, 265 
BOWL OOS 4 vce e225 1s bbe Sweeting douk Ga renee eee 300, 301 
PUG 1003 soo soo tans eee cpa cree cose cise gta ee 348 
MEY POOS ssn es oun esac a sek pecan ve cee ea Ee ee 422 423 


Arkansas Expedition. Sce Little Rock, Ark. Advance of Union forces upon, 
Aug. 1-Sept. 14, 1863. See also Arkansas, Army of. 
Arkansas, Governor of. 
Agreement between E. Kirby Smith and the 
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Communications from William A. Phillips.........-.-.-.--.--- 139 
Arkansas Post, Ark. Expedition against, and capture of, Jan. 4-11, 1863. 
Communications from 
SURES WOSEOl cee eee ee he oo ee oe setae ee oe Snicgesc stan 52, 72 
IRE AH CONS ee seo a kes 3 Ck nce Soe bain a one sae Eee eee 32 
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_ 1066; West’s, 141, 804, 809, 831, 834, 839, 843, 862. 
pei Bivitions : Chrisman’s, 852, 853; Crawford’s, 876; Hill’s, 828, 
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833, 843, 848; Dobbin’s, 316, 810, 832, 51,898; Newton’s, 811-813, 845, 
851, 998, 1067 ; ist Trans. Miss. Rent, 282, 356, 799, 801, 828, 833, 848, 
961, 1085, 
Infantry—&attalions : Crandall’s, 1066. Runlnahte : Hawthorn’s, 781, 832, 
1066; 19th, 851, 1066; 26th, 781, 832, 940, 961, 1066; 27th, 781, 832, 1066; 
29th,* 781; 30th, 781; 31st, 964; 32d, 781, 832, 1066; 33d, 781, 832, 1066; 
34th, 356, 781, 832, 1066; 35th, 781, 832, 1016; 36th, 781, 832, 1066; 37th, 
832, 1066; 38th, 781, 832, 1066; 39th, x32, 1066, 1093. 
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779, 783, 787, 788, 801, 804, 809, 823, 827, 833, 842, 883, 1076, 1083, 1085, 1089 
Arms, Ammunition, ete. Supplies of. See “Munitions of War. 


iArmatrone.,bleucner b. | Mentionedi- 2.22.2 + oss cena ae cnt ene 760 
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Army Corps, 16th. 
First Division transferred to 15th Army Corps.......--...---..-----+----- 407 
Fourth Division transferred to 13th Army Corps.....-.-....---.---------- 407 
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McLean, William EK. ss assigned: to command of Provi ision: al Divi TS Opps ae a 431 


* Also delied ist Repinent Drank Miss. Dept. 
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Orders, General, series 1863: No. 213, 277. 
Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 202, 268; No, 216, 281; No. 224, 289. 
Army Transportation. Supplies of, etc. See Munitions of War. 
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Hyde, Captain. Mentioned ...... 2.2.2. 22.20 ee 2 nee cen ne cece ee eee e eee cee nee 143 
Idaho Territory. Military departments embracing............-.+.-----.+--- 383 
Ike Hammet, Steamer. Mentioned 2.0... ..cs.0 cccess ceccssneccec cee sae eter 877 


Illinois Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—Satteries: Vaughn’s, 470, 697, 760 ; 24 (Batteries), A, 130, 
133, 311, 312, 345, 417. 
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Illinois Troops. Mentioned—Continued. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 3d, 128,162,760; 5th, 134,265; 9th, 134; 10th, 65, 114, 
130, 134, 139, 312, 345, 418, 435, 760; L3th, 128, 129, 173, 273, 387, 388, 418, 760; 
15th, 760. 
‘Infantry—Regiments: 18th, 422, 432,760; 29th, 344; 33d, 128, 161; 37th, 
130; 43d, 422, 432, 760; 49th, 470; 54th, 422, 432, 760; 61st, 422, 432, 
760; 62d, 470, 760; 91st, 344; 94th, 130, 307; 99th, 128, 161; 101st, 
375, 380,417; LOGth, 422, 432, 444,760; 117th, 354; 126th, 422, 432, 760. 
Indian Affairs, C.S. Commissioner of. Correspondence with 


AOlmes;sbheop Mil UssElGee ewes o tee Gams See eee aeSe tA aby ecto 1097 
Sheelesc Wallan .ci22 ciaisacn ciate tite =o ees es erate ASICS elation 957 
War Department, CoS to.) oa. as naticancine sears a eeet ee eneer ee aman 1030, 1095 
SUVVRUIOL SHANG 225 Solas aeicwstan'slacie c's awa coe sa cee ELE mee a ee 1104 


Indian Territory. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 


BaniheadsSmibhebesccniices ica as Oe See seen eee 965, 966, 972, 981, 1026 
BOUCINO Bes C oe ce scck Gan tle a ten cent aine CSE Mae me eee ieee ea 1103 
Chond GeOLses, Wine i Ged tana desta nese erry eee ee cl. 1120 
Cooper, Dowel asvH. 7, cso tio tosis eee ee ee ee 770, 1078 
Horeman; Alexander id = ce. ccc seses tacae lest eee eee ores iLO 
arj0, Bene... ccc cue. oo det oss-e vo Sige Salles mnasaee cas 1 oe 1118 
Indian Affairs, C. S. Commissioner of...............-..--.-. 1030, 1095-1098 
JOWNSON; CB corse swe soos eats Samal Oo SL I Oe ee ee 1020 
Jumper, SORDs =.955,. Sega ivsaas chase kh abee spe ee 1120 
Hanged | MOty . Toca Sen dose uw teenies dee ee sone Cet eee 1107, 1118 
MeCalloch, Henry Hiwecos. csccee seen wala cident once Gee Ua eee 1065 
Biolnéoeh: Chillyt..cs2c.ccs Jats <ekven sas eee ee ee 1078 
DOOY 539. dd: Gav as taic coos ta nena ee bskun ss ade pelt ee Ou 1112 


Pabterson; GO0rg6. os. 65. veec¥se tee ogee aceasta eee 
Robinson, Jolin O../S..secwaccs aban acl oenec ee eee 1116 
mcales; JOseph Aro... 2s occa ces Ud accatcncdekas «cade eee 


Sth KID . 3 cos. wecka was bane ue nes expel teen a 999, 1101 
Spears, Joni. 8 oo. voce seddsnes cusses secs time eee ee 1120 
Steele; Williaias 7 Jnrseedveves cote eee en ok. Lene ae 770, 776, 777, 794, 


805, 807, 819, 862, 874, 909, 917, 921, 933, 940, 950, 953, 956, 957, 961, 969, 981, 
984, 1000, 1012, 1022, 1025, 1045, 1046, 1062-1064, 1073, 1077, 1100, 1102, 1103 


Taylor, Samuel Moy ko0 25 2S Ss ec a 1120 
VES, TSAO Gee Ce wud ano ub ae nce dle aw aeee alte ae eee ne ae 1116 
Walker, Tandy.......... aig ve eisteinie oe elm wcle\wmi cha dl eiatela ete a eee eee ee ee en 1122 
War Departments: C.' 8 ‘J riws coi els cstkestiedane ato ee 1098 
Weatie Stand 00.05. cos vn lene cence eee ee 961, 1104-1106 
Maxey, S. B., assigned to command of the ....-....-..- cece cece cece ce. s-- 1094 


Military departments embracing. .................-..-..... ass asses Oho: TOOROUS 
Movements of troops in the. Communications from 
Bankhead, Smith P 
PROBDY Dee ce aah va soneebaele c. ee eee 


Magruder, John By... sc.t agesaeee aces eee ee 985 
preeie, Wiliam a. Yi. vena cca cases Bee bobo ene een 865, 893, 894, 902; 925, 
948, 967, 980, 981, 985-987, 1014-1016, 1018-1020, 1037, 1047, 1048, 1055, 1081 

Phillips, William A., assigned to command of the ..........-..-.-........ 40 
Steele, William, relieved from command of the ........--....---......... 1094 


Indian Territory, Department of the. Separated from the District of Ar- 
kansas..... Bie awiine canines naam cee samaan chee mene de Eee 1045 
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Indian Territory, District of the. ue 
Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 

BT SO easly goin 2m vy nen sens ada waits cam ag ca ea pa fae alesse L007, 

MTORR Chra tent gain hss cnc ass ocak then. dot ox cele od kpNnn oan aes eee 1127 

Gano, Richard M., ordered to duty in the.............. cc ceiaate Ge areas eet 1048 


Indian Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Cherokee Battalions: Holt’s, 821; 1st, 85, 141, 247, 356. Regiments: Ist 
(Stand Watie), 85, 108, 141, 247, 356, 770, 821, 832, 909, 1052; 2a (W. P. 
Adair), 108, 356, 832, 883, 909,. 1052. 

Chickasaw— Battalions: Pickens’, 1052; 1st (LZ. M. Reynolds), 833, 1052, 
1078, 1117, 1118, 

Choctaw—Regiments: 1st (Sampson Folsom), 356; 2d, 1109. 

Choctaw and Chickasaw —Regiments : 1st (Tandy Walker), 356, 832. 

Creek—Regiments: 1st (D. N. McIntosh), 356, 832, 1052, 1078, 1095, 1118; 
2d (Chilly McIntosh), 356, 832, 1052, 1078, 1095, 1118. 

Osage—Battalions: (Broke Arm), 833. 

Seminole-—@attalions: (John Jumper), 833, 1052, 1067,.1102. 

Indian Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Infantry—fegiments: First Home Guards, 32, 57, 58, 131; 139, 163, 166, 
169, 282, 347, 419, 763; Second Home Guards, 57, 58, 85, 108, 131, 139, 
166, 169, 190, 347, 419, 763; Third Home Guards, 57, 58, 60, 85, 108, 131, 
139, 163, 166, 169, 322, 347, 419, 763; Fourth Home Guards, 212, 276; 
Fifth Home Guards, 212, 276. ; 

Indiana Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—Batter/es : 1st, 128, 162; 2d, 38, 129, 338, 346, 418, 439, 462, 
463, 466, 467, 534, 602, 685, 690, 692, 763; Sd, 129, 346, 417. 

Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 422, 433, 442, 680, 682, 761, 
1025. 

Infantry—Regiments: 8th, 128,161; Lith, 133; 18th, 128,161; 24th, 133; 
26th, 130; 34th, 133 ; 43d, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 422, 433, 761; 46th, 134; 
47th, 65,134; 50th, 470, 674, 700, 760. 


era Wand. DA MeN bIONGO co aa6 ss = cue ent = «Dien drm anteaters 602, 616, 617 
Feerams———— Mentioned: 2... cc5-s-assch= = oe veis.cs aeyns's nace aceccieas 876, 880, 882 
Insley, Merritt H. Mentioned..............-....---- 148, 274, 2&3, 314, 478, 479, 724 
Intercourse. See Trade and Intercourse. 
Iowa. 
Military departments embracing. ....-.....--22-- veceee seen ce ecee eeeeee 470, 730 
Militia. References to..........-. SRE Ae TOOT Ero Cc 179 
Iowa, District of. 
Constituted, and limits defined -.---......----. +--+ ---- 22+ see eee eee ee: 730 
Portion of the, merged into the District of Dakota-.-....-...------------ 470 
Sully, Alfred, assigned to command of the..--..--.- --------------+-+ +--+ 730 


Iowa Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—Batteries : 3d, 65, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 422, 697, 761. 

Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 130, 206, 209, 234, 262, 345, 418, 760 ; Sd, 65, 128, 
134, 173, 231, 232, 263, 301, 345, 418, 760 ; 4th, 65,134; 6th, 350, 434, 493, 496, 
767; 7th, 350, 397, 406, 765, 767 ; Sth, 397,636; Oth, 755, 766. 

Infantry—Regiments: 8th, 128; 12th, 128; 14th, 128; 18th, 129, 346, 418, 
446, 515, 517, 534, 602, 603, 681, 685, 690, 763, 1076, 1085; L9th, 130, 144, 168, 
201, 228, 229, 252, 258, 307; 20th, 130; 21st, 128, 161; 22d, 71, 128, 161; 23d, 
100, 128, 162; 24th, 143; 27th, 470; 28th, 133; 29th, 9, 20, 21, 27, 134, 265, 
301, 346, 348, 422, 433, 761; 32d, 27, 129, 158, 164, 273, 345, 418, 454, 760; 33d, 
9, 20, 21, 27, 39, 65, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 422, 433,761; 34th, 128, 251; 36th, 
14, 38, 65, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 422, 433, 761; 37th, 129, 344, 421,766; S8th, 
9, 20, 27, 74, 129, 313; 40th, 19, 20, 21, 423, 433, 76); 41st, 117, 350. 
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iswin;-Albett. As: Mentioned sse.22oe occ sok Meee re nee ee ata 768, 769 
teabella; Steamer Mentioned. so... ete aoe eee oe ee 629, 637, 644, 645, 654, 656 
Island No. 10, Mississippi River, Commanding Officer at. Correspond- 
ence: With JOln ME SCholield seen ate een tes ae erin ie 319 
ives soseph: CC. Mentioned. oo ce. ns eae ane cone ett eae ho ee 871, 873 
For correspondence as Aide-de-Camp, see a Fegenson Davis. Me 
LZetta Steamer: MEN viON ed ecen see ee ann ore eee tee ee aR yg ee ee 877 
Jackman, S.D. Mentioned.........--.--..--. 23, 410, 516, 643, 644, 652, 677, 689, 968 
Jackson, Bi Mert one Oss ve ss Me oe On nn ee eens nel. ee 723 
Jackson, Andrew. Mentioned: 020.055. 20s oon. see ee 343 
Srcmeon, Sa Mentioned: 5522.0. os oeiwele Seen ee 2 eee ee 575 
Jackson, Congreve. Mentioneds...- 2... ..0..20 2 ee 109, 225 
Jackson, Mo. Skirmish near, April 26, 1863. Communications from Samuel 
BAM Och 1s seamen enaeean ies Sea olin a Ur Nba oh Tes ee MRR Tie on 255 
Jackson County, Mo. 
Affairs in, Nov. 26-29, 1862. Communications from 
BPN SUC Gama, wales ac ev eee ston Put etek ay ee 22 
Cumtiss Mamie) Riots ce cee yes ek mL ane i Renee agen Se ae eee 46 
Skirmish in, Sept. 15, 1863. Communications from Thomas Ewing, jr--.. 37 
Jacob Strader, Steatner: Mentioned ..-.... 2.0.00 60--22 ce ceee cace-scceo coe. 881 
Jacobi, Arthur. 
Correspondence with John M. Schofield ..................-22- se... . 544 
IMOReIONGE Sieh Vien Sane tte ease See ocasetesohs coe te a. See ee 344, 544 
, Vacobs, Annie, Steamer. Mentioned -.. <2. .-22.2-.cen-22lcu el 634, 637, 650 
Jacobs, R. S. Correspondence with John McNeil _............_. Sleseersesee SOUS 
Naines; Johns Mentioned os 2a 5 15) ek aeck tees ea Oe ee 320 
wero, IM: \ Montionedcs.- 22.5 \lcaSeldoke. ees Sol ee 289 
Warrett, John. Méntioned:, 2 <ccccsecacse vacccame oes. let oe ee 1099 
Jasper County, Mo. Scout into, May 21 30, 1863. Communications from James 
GBI 10 ee nonin Cacale sais hha sireaele Oke he ee en ee ee 297 
weans) Beal G.< Mentioned... 22...) 5.0 soc eee ee 846 
Jeffers, William L. Mentioned ..... peer teeiar, Con nt ao 20, 177, 823, 846, 1079 
Jefferson City, Mo. James Totten assigned to and assumes command of 
ULOOPRAN ViCiMIby-Of: 2-5. So eciecense sake Lace ueeed ee same ae 621, 627 
Jefferson City, Mo., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with John M. 
Schofield alnisie lshnieintainte s ='aih) a = cinjnss wie (oe en ate cl ee ate Ro eee 618 
goniting, Hatriet.. Mentioned... .-. 0.205. 0le gll ee 695 
Jenkins, Wilton A. 'Mentioned....002...¢...005...40.,, 205, 346, 348, 422, 761 
Peps, James DD. Mentioned |. 2022. sccescauescctcecce hue ee 407 
Jennison, Charles R. Mentioned ................-.--222..-.-.. 553, 590, 591, 761 
Jennison, Samuel P. Mentioned.........-....2 50.0 ccecee cence escc e 766 
Jewell, Ais: MOUTON EU wes sense a eee ee 218 5 Siete Welaial ais. chaltia rai ats ais a eee es 274 
Jewett, Johnson W. Mentioned...................... Rdinie ae cee A RM 348, 766 
Jobe, Tom. See William Logan. 
Pome we bijah. Mentioned <7. alc voataesy oe eno et 716, 724 
Johns, David. 
Correspondence with 
ehivington, Jolin Moo. eos, ae Aa ee 369 
BOD, Fe oad acne enw en nia ne ce eta ene NT CL we HE 369 
Rare eOnY Pcs. Vall Lice, may ye w\emisie ace ae sia aldara eee Oa eR re La 
DESDELONGD oa» -oeic na <u ane daeacelassopier termes va sso se See a ee ee 371 


Johnson, B. A, 
pa with John 2 pa 
Mentioned . RES ATES: 
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Johnson, C. B. 

Correspondence with William Steele... .. 2.02.20. cee ceee ccee cece cose ccs 1020 

SRMPUNIG Se owas bn RE eben cose Qty raha Dac ns SO bee aa bebe eee BETS 
MOBREODS @ RATIOS.) Mentloneteca tein es out coe a beet ee a ee ee 563, 
Janneon ,Ourtin., Menvioned 2... 2.6 Usicweseet oe ejede cam gence ek tac Oe em 
monnagn, Seyrae £6.-; MleNONEd . 22 .).-akp= (soins eed acts pep ee Re eee RE 131, 172 
Johnson, FP. W. 

Correspondence with J. M. Hiatt Mee pe siee Sout cee aoe he ee rte ase knee mee 106 

MCI PONOU Cac mae c inns a. fash atc cess Coe meter ek -c seein eee en ae eee 105 


WORNEOMTeALWeY 7 MONLONGK (vias co ue ce wSectns ce Sic oe sce s eaten aE On ne ae: 
JonNUBON Eorace;h. Mentioned s-s. 2.2 <cccce eben ce boone a oeldae tees ra) 
Johnson, James J. Mentioned... ..-.---++ e200 seee cece ne teen ee cece cece e ee 345 
Johnson,- James M. 


Correspondence with John McNeil Mates sina SNe osiaa = abe) Sa.gloley Soe Deere ete 39, 
MO LOMUONC( ccc cin sat eee do eee s ac cousce sacri cele Melee e nee eer apld Op Al onal ou god 
Johnson, J. J. Correspondence with William F. Cloud.......-...-..-.-..... 351 


Johnson, J. P. ; ; 
Consolidated inspection report of Trans-Mississippi Department....-..... 1128 
Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector Genoral’s Office, C. S. A....-...-.-..--.-.---- 1060 
Marts CE soe gers ose Catia See te alve oe Be'eate cose Ce oe osiae eevee Seer eee mMLL aS 
PT PORy DOD AMID = «cece secs accu secuce sstareseCoehtocetesceics soesteaanes 1139 
Ors nUNG, Vi Wildcce atk ticsccee eeneem yee ace sewed sites crane aerate 1134 
PUCO TS OOUUTN GE was aim cine wien a eset er eciee ic osinei=s on(ln aa cleo nae tram OAGe 
Hihoethy wnomMAS Gioe oae ose an on cod atnsiee Seon tcerented/eis an se meer ame Or LEA 
NOMA Wiliam, Eos. 2. sone shoe aa coseasa pica svlecsuc Sap cemomeeeEL og 
MSM ROMO. 5 mee Ao apntasien as oe Lalas s'a[nclom ve sinye's s)esrbelas ow Saeem «lanes tana Caley 

Pelnnnolt 32 ta-7 2 MONLIONOC 222-225 casas tie Sahel snpjae weaniseiemley Pee corree rari 1074 

pennson Wiarsiall VW. Mentioned... - 2. ee. cee aeme see anal nnslo = sale le 345 

Johnson, Robert W. 

Correspondence with 


AVANSAS, GOVOINOL Of 2 .cc anvere teesersaanad sare haieatiosmeetcn cee 945, 958 

ROTA D Ege ire ROI Yi See aie tc nacun alc oa aiae ale \m ements o mieten eeioa Seater 1029, 1035 

Wy ar Department, Celts se eo oare ae lene iaia nom enim ete ere inlet tarielm nets erates Bee yifcle: 

a aN Veer aes atye- e a minal siwnlatale eriels ee oie claire salt eee 834, 835, 1005, 1023, 1028 
Johnson, Thomas C. Correspondence with Isaac Brinker.... - Peet estes <ce 1145 


Johnson, Waldo P. 
Correspondence with 


Holly Bid ward, B Soren sacs cep tec rieeine im owinie nu meiinine piste aieaie == =ieainlsia 890 
Salih ets MAC DY = rete se olen wie tea oe ae rin avg a a eee = oa etelala teeta 865 
MICUTIONOU sauce «foe ea secs See woe e hewedonae 522, 865, 889, 890, 935, 1059, 1081 
Johnson, William R. Mentioned .-..-. .-2 2-6 ston coon sen eee ewes oo soe cnes 203 
Johnson, W. W. Mentioned ...-....---------+ 205 0-2-2222 eee eee ee eee 1051 
Johnson County, Mo. . 
Affair in, Aug. 25, 1863. Communications from John F, Philips ........-. 474 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from Bazel F, Lazear....-...--... 396 


Johnston, Joseph BE. 
Correspondence with 


WAvis I OUOUSOM = coe ucldas ea'ese ey lech sine accuinancaea hess Samlebels serie as 1068 
Engineer Department, C. S. A 1.2222 nee nee e nec ee teen eeee seen 973 
Ordnance Department, C. S.A 22-2 2k cece e son ae gence on ense cess enals 1067 
SPE uh doped De 3 ibd ON gee ene Mrs errr canAIOe) pict, 850, 864, 885, 904, 913, 914, 1053 
War Department, C.8 -...-..----- epuaitipe s -Cliewen ce tec silat soma 971, 988 
Memntronedyeanhoce ciate st ce aa,su acca oha,oe vale 335, 353, 384, 453, 465, 522, 607, 850, 


857, 864, 868, 876, 881, 882, 895, 913, 914, 923, 937, 973, 974, 1072, 1087, 1110 
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Jones -Hedelio: Sir Men tioned ss: es) ye eee eee ee ee 425, 763, 766 
Jones James), Mentionedy-e.sagers bese oe os ee eee eee meee vis 
Jones, J. H. 
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Jones, R. M. Correspondence with E Kirby Smith......................... 1021 
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Jordan, H. Mentioned-............... HigiSiai = = Safes ral= 2 ola Sepa eee 74 
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Joy, Lewis D. 
Y Correspondence with Thomas Ewing, jr...... .cse-eeee0 ++. se-ecee- cee. 586, 587 
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Judson, William R. 
Correspondence with William Weer...... Se Orie re Be ee ee 66 - 
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Julian, Stephen H. Mentioned ............. Pepin mon docdaes loose ee 62 
Jumper, John. 
Correspondence with Jefferson Davis .................. Se Sree Sees 1120 
Montioued 5 host .t27 ccc voeresd beeen Go oe te 833 
Eaiser, J.B. Correspondence with Thomas A. Davies 2 Sec < Soe eee 267 
Kanard, Moty. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis .................. 1107, 1118 
Kansas. 
Embraced in the District of the Border ...............-........ awe eeiae 666 
Military departments Smibracing. vs\ oe aces pacucatns ok eee 315, 666, 768 
Milvias Reteren bes oc: . 2.5. scsi. syis aoe) hes eee 320, 491 
Quanirill’s Raid into, Aug. 20-28, 1863. 
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War Departiient,“Uy8\...226cesk eo vers: Sere eae Cote eee 468 
Missouri Republican. Extract from the, in reference to.............. 554 
Kansas City, Mo., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with Thomas 
Ei Wino ire acme tees ‘Ne\sis€i-'s seis. 3 Sisare ce wie wscie nee oe ee 656 
Kansas, Department of. 
Poneiiiated, ‘and limits defined 2... 0.0) cA at ee 768 
Curtis, Samuel R., assigned to. command of the.............4)-..2. 5. 768 
Kansas, District of. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from John M, Schofield........... 319 


Limits defined 


Orders, General, series 1863: No. 1,313; No. LO, 226, 

Kansas, Governor of, Correspondence with : 
dancoln, “Abraham ssc. 0s. hesSs¥ aceite dak nnce Seay ae ee 567 
McDowell, J. L 
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Kansas, Governor of—Continued. Correspondence with _ . 
Schotield, John M ce es cc Slee ied ece te dates necevecscece 400, 49%; 508, 509/500 
RRR IODAL EQN NTS Siem oss ccaahn a tack ao os cae: Mec = 467, 468, 470, 499 
Kansas, Legislature of. Resolution of thanks to soldiers and officers. ...-. A 63 
Kansas Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—8atteries: Hopkins’, * 131, 347, 419, 690,763; 1st, 129, 200, 
252, 333, 344; 2d, 130, 132, 347, 354, 379, 419, 690, 761, 763. 
Cavalry—Regiments : 24, 38, 129, 130, 206, 245, 296, 298, 346, 347, 418, 439, 463, 
466, 467, 517, 690, 691, 763, 1076, 1077, 1085, 1089; Sth, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 
420, 422, 433, 680, 682, 761, 858; 6th, 130-132, 200, 279, 297, 321-323, 328, 338, 
347, 354, 364, 379, 419, 420, 448, 675, 690, 693,722, 763, 847, 1076, 1077, 1085 ; 
9th, 28, 131, 132, 144, 218, 249, 260, 322, 323, 327, 328, 347, 360, 363, 401, 419- 
421, 528, 761, 762; 14th, 354, 379, 419, 526, 690, 727,755, 763; LSth, 491,598, 
693, 748, 761, 762, 1025. 
Infantry—Regiments : 1st (Colored), 218, 262, 297, 298, 337, 347, 419, 690, 692, 
763; 2d (Colored), 478, 690, 763; LOth, 130, 200, 279, 344, 417, 477,761; L1th,t 
130, 200, 279, 320-322, 335, 344, 364, 403, 419, 420, 448, 524, 568, 647, 723, 748, 
761, 762; L2th, 23, 46, 101, 132, 321, 322, 338, 347, 354, 365, 419, 420, 690, 
692, 714, 761,763; L3th, 129, 139, 201, 208, 297, 321, 337, 354, 358, 364, 379, 
_ 419, 690, 763, 1076. 
Militia—Companies : Douglas Geiae 320; Johnson County, 320; Miami 
County, 320; Morris County, 320; Osage County, 320; Wyandotte 
County, 320. 


Kaskaskia, Steamer. Mentioned -..-.....-.-..-.-.. BRAC Sea es 454, 906, 908 
Eaunman, Albert B.7 Mentioned’. 22 eco rimcree etemn mene a an enace ce 756, 763 
Kay, R. For correspondence as Adjutant of Battalion, see Solomon G. Kitchen. 
Pechoe Wialee MeN tLONCd ac. waledieece< ane peicinen ese Saleen nde ies See cere am 130 
Keis, John; Mentioned --.-~- .--- 5-22-26 cocin ce ne anit ae mein ~= toeeenaceees 129, 417 
Wiese dames A> se Mentioned =n. i oat aco anim oma ween eee oie eee 547 
ae iy Sore cami. MOD MONEE o. oie am cme te rics Cie arais syeim wiles elemento lac eerste ee 542 
Kelly, George W. Mentioned .-.-.....-.. Sees es 410, 419, 425, 629, 632, 636, 644, 645 
jrcey liye ates Teeboge ACN) OAS eps Ope oo Dene hBbe cos seed on cc Sere sacrtace 418, 578 
Pepiacad OHM ae MGMiONEO. cael r)t wae niterin naile'yn asin alen = ata ee sees 330 
Kelton, John C. For correspondence as A. A.’G., see Army Headquarters. 
Kempinsky, A. Mentioned ..---. TERE J ae Banat BOC SS POn cena e smc aI Saran 766 
Kennedy, Miss. Mentioned --.--..--..---20--22 2-220 e202 eee eee eee eons oe 737 
Fecmmedya Poomas ch, 9) Mentioned... e-on= dee caenrnc se ccnceakee sins 132, 347, 419 


Kent, Daniel. 
Correspondence with © 


Schofield, JoWn Miso tec cance caer eens SCOR MSO B Ero eS Sapa amare oe 155 

NVCGR Wel ATO 1. Grejoaa'= cinins wcvalacweivieve ens MR rar nea Pst sci 182, 187 

VISTI OUCU Ne ate a nial ieee sleinamieln = Sse wid ic aialnnieia nimiain'e ole sis 130, 144, 156, 167, 189, 202 

Kerber, Charles. Mentioned....-...--.--...---------0- -00- 02---5 ene 214, 346, 764 

erener wovathan. Mentioned... o. ce meena cen ew ein se cereenlesweltenalegeaae 760 

Kettle, James G. Mentioned .......----- ------ sence one nine cone ere ncean ne 329, 345 

Keys, Riley. Mentioned......-.- faa n wag cin wee nee nneacing tenneeiesee san aneicsee 109 

acre HOMAGE ye MLCUMLONEG 2 .chs oon ae pale w cin see csinaee ss ee~iswina saan 300, 347 

Killingsworth, Lieutenant. Mentioned, ........-....-.+- ee Maes eS 845 
Kimball, Nathan. ; 

NES OMMETGTUGS UO LCOUMMIATEC sere ccc lniam =< dnisilersiview/y seine! a aire) cinnides, nein ameianig nals 530 

WEIR GTS le Se CROPS Soe ROE tr etal eNOS SEC EICMOD HOM HOC BAe Ear SCAG. 384, 386, 394, 

395, 407, 408, 410, 414, 422, 424, 431, 453, 501, 530, 585, 673, 674, 687, 700, 709 

Relieved from command of the Provisional Division, 16th Army Corps.....- 431 


* Attached to 2d Kansas Cavalry. October, 1863, designated 3d Kansas Battery. 
+Became 11th Kansas Cavalry in August, 1863. 
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Kincaid, George W. Mentioned......... 129, 299, 341, 416, 421, 504, 585, 687, 759, 766 
King, Austin A., jr. 
- Correspondence with 
Lincoln Abrahams 25. sche veces Secon ts os sees tnves cee toe eee A485 
MeNerlsJohner souk cone ee eee ceen ce ae oucee ae meme seae ae sais Sate re 592 
Sanborn (John Buys. ayes bes ine,- se avedase gent teense se cue eeee eaere 704 
Mentioned 2 .< 2.2 se ose “idieln\pitiate mnielenia\celatwinielaleiiats aisle alee acer ieee ream 343, 603 
King, C. P. Mentioned......... Wit sieidinjw Heine siewelw ete amieten sae cme cent een een 1113 
King, John: Mentioned) 7 4. 7255-3 -sa2 sBeens <0 sclcddace anne tcacau ensues 975 
King VW alters «Mentioned cs. dy sic teniso nscale heamieeia ae ee 200, 219, 269, 343, 460 
King Vv Mentionediesc cas 2 2228 en sae coee seine nee ae eee ee eee ae 672 
Wingsbuny, bara sw. Mentioned voces sic seems neces ease Lee eee 417 
Banesley, ;Georre. > Mentioned: 75.2 < j).accanececun sc oan snes one ewan 390, 392 
eminney.-Peter... Mentioneds:sths acs. cee sos aes cae e eee ae eee ‘133 
MinsmanjwWilliam “Ef... Meptionedsenc oc uc seee cases ee ee eee 128 
Bark, voli; Mentioned hSisn ac: omte sae ootans wane ate ener Suae. career 973 
Kirkwood,Samuel J. (Mentioned: i22-2)228 12. eee eu seuss cee sees 117, 179, 180 
Kitchen, Solomon G. — 
Correspondence with : 
Barhridge; Poun Qiws <0. ese <alds ves aee teat baw ee ene ces eee 936 
Greene Colton geet es ges Ge Se ee ee oe eee 1068, 1069 
Marmaduke; JOun Ss s5jie22 a5 socee eee ae 819, 920, 939, 943, 947, 1112 


Mentioned. .-,-...-...........--. 332, 362, 383, 427, 819, 846, 850, 867, 869, 875, 880, 
905, 919, 921, 923, 929, 934, 937, 938, 943, 950, 954, 956, 1079, 1080, 1111- 1114 


Kittredge, Charles W. Mentioned .<........-.....-.- 65, 134, 265, 346, 348, 422, 761 
Kizer, Hernando CO) Mentioned vo... -c-- usc 724, 761 
lauss, Marting Mentioned.) s 2. -.ncc ses en detente ee ee 128, 162 
Snowles,;Daniel-C.:-"Mentioned....... 522.2. baie en eee 419, 761 
rez conrad: mMentioned:: 0-2. sb.7ac. oct a eee ee 423, 760 
Kerinivel weromes.) Mentlonedst coc: omic oks cee ee eee ee 420, 566, 762 
Kutzner, Edward A. Mentioned SEA SESS Eee Ie SIA SRE eet sees sien 329, 348 
Lacy, Mentioned Se, act ous. See cane a ae ee een 712 
Ladd, E. D. Correspondence with John M M.‘Schofield tts s20e ose eee 529 


La Fayette County, Mo. 
Affairs in, Nov. 26-29, 1862, Communications from 


PUNE SAMOA CES eos ed pas coc cecrcdeay coe e een eee 22 

COnHs, Samuel Wis: <<. wes aceinsonne cues spenee tReet ee 46 

Scout in, Sept. 22-25, 1863. Communications from Thomas Hiwing, jheas.. 541 

La Grange, Oscar H. Mentioned .2../s.ca\ees eno Sates 158, 226 
Pine, SOUR CME Menstoned:. < y Pius). sccoes Guat see ca coeeUe eee ne eee 761 


Lane, James H. 
Correspondence with 


Dihooth, AVLAHAM 3 cc es coe aces envoys cceonec ee tee 475, 479 
SPOCKION, JOUBY o.oo tno sede scones sa tcee aoe taeee ae eae 538 
EUCLA Ed Se Sa) RR Pe aN PAREN EAM Sa ch owajere wists RNS eae 11,195, 201, 


479, 487, 488, 490, 508, 521, 531, 538, 552, 553, 555, 559, 590, 591, 640, 690, ‘757 
Lane, W. P, 
Correspondence with William Steele........................... Bema shay fet!) 
PRGUUOMEIY Salsas or ou Lane nose vie mies teu o's pauls van yede aoe 834 
Lanier, Luke. 
Correspondence with Chester Harding, jr 


Seiele\o wise wiehde seats Rw Sea 456 
MGmtlOneds esas Meow nt swab lms baie een meee aN Saye eaten 457 
Lamigan, Thomas. Mentioned)... 2. lo). awe Seah se ce 884, 1053 


PMS OR Wate yet ik YL 502 


Page 
PIE RCOOELG Ua, PLODUIONEM <2 oh. 2. aderse Se ood cen cna Foes ctecue a eae 760 
Latham, William H. Correspondence with John McNeil....-....--.-ecsee- - 502 
PRO PRD OG A MeNLOU ION OU Vue ls< os aiehlan at Ce esoewe oct o ee eae eee » 825 
Laughlin, Rankin G. Mentioned ................-.. PSE ee es See ee a 130 
Deurant,.G, Gugmentioned. 2220 (5.2.0 .ncct ke baton eee touse ates 378, 681, 691 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see John McNeil. 
Lawrence, Kans. Massacre at, Aug. 21, 1863. 
Communications from , 
PPD MOMAS pile Uie 2 wat nus os cale ah ocinctsee Seyace rience nee 472 
PUA RAG AG OUETUO OL 2s) awa sauuse Sas tulew oe oe ees ree 467, 470, 489 
NAM GRO UNOS ED Moya, ots ose oh on ais wa civic maa as iat atte amr Meee 475 
Tape OL, ae DHANAIM, Sos osc, roc oe eee k See le inf Gite Woe aig Pan cle tak IC ae 488 
POMONA OnE Mv cence seo war ne seemneeeen corse anes cee t22-2 471, 488, 491 
\ECHISCS 2 So OPEAT Se eRe Soe ee neh SENS SER, rion SR Music ey ee 475 
Missouri Democrat. Extract from the, in reference to..........---...-- 487, 551 
Missouri Republican. Extract from the, in reference to.............--- 549, 555 
Lawrence, R. J. Correspondence with 
Momma a Ov OU S.-) se sic s se aiae 2 aceass=ascstouutoce se Paras of eerenie eee ee dei’s 
Mhoon, John...-...- gree cree ete eee cence en eee e eres i ei a Sale ax SNS eter 907 
PeeTLNOU TODS TE EUs MeN PONG, 22 co. me cjace eS ese mae oma cet Guanes et eaeeeaee 1043 
Layton, F. Correspondence with Clinton B. Fisk .........-.-.-2.2.-2.2. 2004 574 
Lazear, Bazel F. ; 
Correspondence with 
RSTO MEO DELELD gcse gna emp cieied a =e aee siren cat ncee ue cea uees ee 614, 734 
Bw ROMEE Tico = oa pa saiate mes e/a ree = 2 BAG aOR ane one 363, 393, 396, 518 
POUbEM LAIMES (<2 - oo <ieeis aisine Ae ge SRE AAAEE BP Jae sean aoe a eeis7 co fic 635 
Mentioned... --.-- 129, 269, 343, 541, 545, 608, 626, 629, 632, 635, 636, 644, 645, 703, 722 
Leavenworth, Jesse H. 
Correspondence with 
ist REY ped UCT ey 6 fe ies ere SE PRC EEN te er pO eee oe 316 
Commanding Officer of troops on the Santa F6 road ..........-..-.-.. 361 
Ewing, Thomas, jr.-.-.--------------=----+----------- 335, 339, 360, 400, 401 
Mimawer, sawn soe ow ots ceisise oinis amis a aininin, es nininpm sinc wales mie wnicetsis seit 172 
Mentioned .... .---..---- ---- --- + ooo + cone cone cone eee ee eee nee 334, 400, 420, 532 
Leavenworth, Kans. Martial law in........--.-.---------+----+--+-- 218, 226, 487 
Leavenworth, Kans., Mayor of. Correspondence with 
Blunt, James G ...--------- ---- - 2-2 ee nes ens ce enn tees ces cone me ene 218 
Ewing, Thomas, jr.----..----------+---- wp ta emneine enews eace voanee 33, 5389, 390 
Schofield, John M.-. ee wo teen es ewes nee enedoe sence). G20 
Leavenworth County, ‘Kans. Mata Mates I cick Ae coed Baan ereleay ae ene Ratan) 
Leavenworth Weekly Conservative. Extracts from the. Boe Qpee ie te 582, 584 
Lebanon, Mo., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with John M. Scho- 
Beige See ee acid re are lay bel aw nie nana gece Bee oars 615, 619 
Lee, J. AB PE REF a ate Eh PRR EN pe PN DRG OT UID 2 847 
“Lee, Robert H. Mentioned .--.-....--.--.--------------- 853, 880, 918, 921, 928, 937 
Lee, Roswell W. Mentioned ....-..----- .----- --- 2+ ++ 220+ eee eee eee eee 833, 843 
Lee, Stephen D. Mentioned ....-.-----------+----+ 220-02 ee eee eee e ee eee eee 516 
Lee, Stephen J. Mentioned ...-.......----+- +--+ + +--+ +--+ 874, 884, 922,949, 1052 
Leeper, William T. : 
Correspondence with Clinton B. Fisk...--..----- -------.+---++----++-++-5 600, 
676, 678, 715-717, 719, 721, 724, 729, 734, 740, 745, 747, 748 
AE ames IM ea oo ee os stad c ay viel enna apa ae aie 99, 600, 679, 749, 766 
Le Flore, Campbell. Mentioned ....4....--.---.----- +--+ 200 002+ +2222 -+---- 1100 


Le Flore, M. Mentioned..-..--.. BECO OPIOSAELT ACB OR EPO IGE Siete 1064 
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Leighton, George BE. : 
Correspondence with Eugene A. Carr..... scsi ee sob Secseeeeeisuces vanes CAE 
Montigned cis tec. Sac voces cc ot aad Sed Joe Shee eee eae one Pook ee eenee 44, 621 
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Montoned...scstzcscmncl eee one one cae ee 343, 637, 639, 644-646, 648, 649, 654-656 
qewis, dames WL.) Mentioned! 1-2 res 0 U5 1.25. wap tang oes oat een meee 21, 134, 761 
HewiGeNWalner.- Mentioned {2.5- cause casaet oe ceee Soe eee ee eee ee 849 


Lexington, Mo. Siege of, Sept. 13-20, 1861. Use of baled hemp during the. 
Communications from 


Pees S tering se oe are ae Ace aoe cle aciex eae eee oe Cane See 1146 

AGH J OND see ewer sass se Sea ese svat nasa d Send sees Sn ee eee 1146 
Lexington, Mo., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with Thomas 

FOYT AE wa a see ae a ate ernie os oo aisle elem Fale a Searles a secs 509, 609 

Liberty, Steamer. Mentioned 222. .2.-- ..5..5 succes ce oa neeaial toes See 881 

DeDely ET anCisns MENtlONOd queens soos eee ae teste en see ee 237 


Lincoln, Abraham. 
Correspondence with 


Ati y Headquarters, <7 si.!..20° 52-0 ci cevalconaetees cal eeeee ee tae 488 
Blo Ws /H Elec ern ds se de,catac acct te. ede cue, tee ee ee 281, 366 
prom@hoads J. Oo cg ules: cs suse otatmecen So acetee ase cee eee 375 
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CORNING PASTS. ve oa na Soin = ste gne deed Sone ae Reon Cee Eee 485 
Curcrs; Samuel Risccacs, conosco nek = arn See ees 6, 17, 30, 32, 42, 88 
Drake, Charles). 5 0a... 5.252. cess sedens fee e eek Lee 281, 604 
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Missouri, Governor Of ©. ..-- s,s) o: cic .ccese cee. eee eee 17, 184, 584 
Penoteld,ObneM 25.32 oo area cna nae eee ee 293, 301, 330, 331, 366, 373, 
383, 386, 479, 482, 585, 588, 589, 591, 595, 601, 668, 666, 677, 680, 697, 701, 1143 
Vaughan, Richard (Cs. < s22e: 5. <\si secs ooencces A Cee ee 485 
Was Department, Wo6. 025. ece ocd 2k ee 277, 745, 757 
Wilder, An @ic72 2... cacczecee seus os veh eae sued eee eee aie 475, 479 
Been CUO arc on egnr ecu suse et eee ene er cae 11, 17, 26, 41, 44, 64, 65, 78, 82, 


92, 99, 104, 122, 176, 177, 180, 181, 195, 211, 216, 230, 242, 977, 978, 285, 288, 
290, 292, 319, 358, 359, 399, 475, 479, 485, 491, 508, 513, 521, 546, 548, 550-555, 
558, 563-565, 571, 574, 581-584, 597, 636, 666, 689, 736, 754, 768, 786, 826, 880 


eheGeay, vames.. Mentioned 7.2. o 7. AL ee ee 146 
Lindsay, John G. ; 
Correspondence with Thomas Ewing, jr ........ 222. .cce cece ceccee ee... 647 
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Little Rock, Ark. ; 
Advance of the Union forces upon, ete., Aug. 1-Sept. 14, 1863. 
Communications from : 
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Davidson J OWNING seco sacias ce atlees owen ae 424, 430, 435, 438, 442, 454 
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Capture of, Sept. 10, 1863. Communications from John M. Schofield aaa ee 5389 
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Be SaEGHAl, WCU liianivits On tiOnOd st. .2<5< ot ewkec eb aceon neue eee 350, 495 
Mearatonerir Vi. “enndOned icc: cst ea ccs sces bib curee see eee ee 870 
. Martial Law. 
AEGRCILWOLE ANIA. . Et ss nbn s ot wis See ee eee ee Eee 218, 226, 487 
Heaven woria County; Kans 2 22scsececee cc ceese oosstOce cheese ese 388-390 
Brmoatty,- Department of the 2,26. -.. sssates tse2s8 0 i ccacec lees . 397, 547, 571 
Marcu isconard,~ Mentioned .< 222.0260 scc nosce reece ss See eee 343 
Martin, L. M. Mentioned ............ 833, 865, 1019, 1020, 1037, 1042, 1046, 1047, 1056 
Miariinaviliam A. : Mentioned ..2,.scvas cssaeenstogs: fis csemecoeesane sane 761 
Mason, William B. Mentioned ........- PR SA ate re ee BO 263, 299, 342, 761 
Mathews, Mentioned | cctsaclss sa crcl caeesnes seee eee en ene 723 
Miapbaewsa, Gcorre O.-- Mentioned: . 222s 62..nat conte sancsicsce cites Seen ee kee een 271 
Matthews, Henry M. Mentioned...-.. isobar S giddy ae kde este chee meets 220 
Brace ws James ia. Mentioned icccs. . loc chew ns Soba cee bias deautmenmenens 18 


Maus, Charles B. Correspondence with Thomas A. Davies ....--........--. 668 
Maxey, Samuel B. 


ASSO MIMEHES FO COMM ANC «ic corsa sass See ea ses oeecakcmeae edoveuce 970, 1094 

Correspondence with E. Kirby ‘Snuith beset feces cagasicackesuasnee eeeieee 1112 

INET TE 19 UES VIE [pape a cae oR an ee ae lr a i 816, 970, 1094, 1127, 1129 
Maga Wille. « MENTION. ccs socas SaacoNc tetas <sacacinsaveneae ooo rie 400 
Maw iGr, Adion. Mentioned. 222. 2 ic-cetecilondu ecu cece cuss acesje sae 760 
av NOL Tr ODGrts oMeENTONEd: J. soce sacl acne seins coGimsisinnesaaescwtantateceaates 412 
Mayiard, meury 0. Mentioned 25 sloi oc csaciatees ate saseeneaisaee se 149, 166, 283 
Maynara, Joseph S, “Mentioned 2... -25.22<. 2-. ones nce tasciee:+ sateen dee'aore 131 
Meade, George G. Mentioned --.........-. Be oeater cess SER as ee 918, 921 
Migci., Wiliam is, Mentioned <.2-<. s.cc<s/shs005 sheet naestoeerior boa ah eeerats 448 
Weeker stepnen MM. “Mentioned 22. .Wesae- 2. cc ce te ennt seen 'a sees esoasnees 760 
WEGEIIy Oj tr; Wire MENTLONCd s2 2p sn saeaienscises nies nciseacaeieecarsnetmeeentenne 799 


Meigs, Montgomery C. Fer correspondence, etc., see Quartermaster-General’s 
Office, U.S. A. 


Meisner, Ciiarios P. ~Montioned .-l.0:siaes cnnc oe Soda e sae sa einisalasininsisisen 129, 345 

NSICKEL, Srl, MON VIONCH << 56s/sr camals€c wen) cosh ce bales is ecclesia cineireniel 364 

ProILOU ye fete Met ONGW a2 o> ccan sane See ses Cacaglosignsoiann ee shia niae cata 446 

Melton, Samuel W. Mentioned ..............---- ae NOR a= A er ee 1127 
For correspondence as A. A. G.,see War Department, C. S. 

Memminger, Charles G. Mentioned........----. 855, 952, 991, 1029, 1031, 1039, 1040 


For correspondence, etc., see Treasury Department C. S. 
Memphis, Belle, Steamer.. Mentioned 22. 020. ai. <sscncendsnoantioustvee sane 0108 
Memphis, City of, Steamer. Mentioned........---.-..--------- see --0+- ee 877 
AVEOUTIC Le MVW EN LGINTIONOU  wlcistse nak cas) sine e cic cieaie os atwiae cic seme cheninas dcivealen ester bUOD 
Merrill, Lewis. 
Correspondence with 


De ASOD OMIM Wiliam. clare oie cite a chiles - 5 da Pape onl oe a cmeitl ace n eee 382, 565 

Shorey WANA seas Suicide ates aca stele asinine aeons as tots cies Ala ina settee a 36 

IMIG DLOIIG Ce oie Memes Selah a cna a ea enw nas 16, 24, 38, 50, 345, 415, 418, 741, 755, 760 
Merrill sO aintiors e MCnBONEU: fon tos vcpee a on niv tex win'nm sass apimmlecie sein 128, 161 
WMessinore Teaacie. (Mentloned scale. o2enana dea siS.c.csccns sch emeiseva cece Gane 90 
Metz, Edward. Mentioned -....... cee. sone cme see et nwee cseses soo -necee -e 761 
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Meyer, Charles A. Mentioned .... 2... ..2-5. sccn ccese Lace eee cee cece ee tnee 503 - 

WMeviere.GeOLee., NVMEMbIONed 12 ecules asics create make weet ered aae ae ee een 183 

Mhoon, John. 

Correspondence with ; 
AB WECM COsrber de mare: caries > sMa eed are cae ere ea Re ee 907 
BUCS SlCr MUg oe ob aicd su aids einen baiwd Seabed tnloak ee ad ee ee ae ea 
MO MELOM CU ce eee a Ao Lista notate Ao ee OEE ee ort nen oe 811, 860 

Michigan Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments : 12th, 422, 432, 760. 

Militia. 

ATR GMGAG Sa ON 2 aacicrase wea ened sols oa ous oh cew alee he mae Ob eo 8,78 
NOW Gertie ee Ppsinin' ainiaiwin's wfeiivs | Em's ime s/s aise tetas atten oat hominis 179 
BORSES oe cet ae asain k uate same ceubie on ratad Os hana lersa ic eae tae 320, 491 
BVI SS OUI ores satec eee Ce ene Nee ce Lente bon cope 16,73, 95,97, 119, 230, 245, 259, 

271, 318, 322, 329, 451, 537, 542, 550, 556-565, 577, 593, 621, 667, 679, 708, 751 
Missouri Enrolled. John M. Schofield assigned to command of the..... 296, 577 

iia, (Henry Bo Mentioned i. sic... os ds eekas Seet eins ae ae seeees 765 

Millard, Andrew J." “Mentioned 22/20 ooo c ees Shen ss pose eee 350, 767 

Miller, “Geotre W.Méntioned... ..) se ccuss.ve css oan ccecedehl eee eee .558 

Miller, Lewis P. Méntioned...... 2... -..4.-.cecc-- ccs oats eee acre 492, 493, 766 

Pailley NichGlag. Mentioned << asus 2s saves doer so eae 1091 , 

Miller, Stephen. 

Assignments to command..........--. 2... sie ai ie\ninin siauwe ota Pee a cae eae 708 
Correspondence with John POP GEE Swe tee cee pean aa ea 429, 435, 449, 453, 495 
PEOUEUOIGU f 65 ctrciahn eee anes ad Toure ae, cot Oe ee 371, 494, 708 

Miller, WD.” Mentiotied 3s... 620.. wceneto cs aks. oe ee 973 

Miller) Watliam'H. “Mentioned «:- 5120. .2sosseh ed cdtonteenee 130, 266, 417 

Mills, James K. 

Correspondence with John W. Davidson......-...-2.2--2se-.----0-02.. 313 
RSH ORGS ne ee ena os oeh ec iastak aoe Gere a. ae aan ee em 341, 345, 417 

Mills, Madison. Mentioned........................ nase ease ee eee 155 

miiltoy, Robert HY Mentioned...) -. css. =) se sco ee oe te 882, 892 

Beeer EW MOuhigned 3:06 as skasa acct esata aa Oe ee 62 

meee, elegn. = Mentioned ys scsce) 2. oo. os oc uceee eee uk oe pa 767 

Minnesota Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—Batterjes ; 3d, 350, 767. 
Cavalry—Battalions : Hatch’s, 494, 496, 498, 569,729: 730,767. Regiments : 
Ist, 350, 464, 493, 448, 499; 2d, 767, 
Infantry—Regiments : 3d, 423, 433,760; 6th, 350, 767 ; 7th, 350,766; 8th, 
350, 767; 9th, 350, 642, 764-766 ; LOth, 350, 766, 767. 
Bere bc -Mentionedci ete se los vss sec acco ven sede dee 799, 831, 870, 1066; 1074 
Miserez, Peter J. Mentioned............ PEE ee coe tN Ser CS 420 


Destruction of boats on the. Communications from Joseph F. Barton.... 791 
Obstruction of the navigation of. Communications from War Depart- 


POH Oh Bik eceh sc < 0 naga iy. oho cG SSNS neg eee 852 
Missouri. : 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
PULED SACS ooh stax ots ete cto eee sbkce Waka: Dee 325 
PRE REO cy case kene of tre’ Set toy Sch scese UU ae ae 485 
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Page. 
Missouri—Continued. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
DOH Ieg C1EAOY fos | eee ee enumerates cenee tae ee wanies's «saute aes 481 
PSE VY TOE? she 8 Bye: frases GU ee LTE Ter Lee URED ta acer ae 677 
SRC ial boy: eae Oe SUE RA AES Efe Oe eee Bi oe the Re Se ey 325 
’ PSU URUAVAY, (RYE nies fs. a oid Poe eet a ene 485 
PURGE PAUEARN AID. oe oe or Cea ee es 585, 604, 680, 1143 
GORGE, FOI Me 2 swan actin Pinal oducadupiaeowoess . 581, 677, 688, 697, 701 
Waite han PRMG ese. ask Pose os Nee es er Me eo ae 485 
Assessment of citizens of. Communications from 
Himeplay Abrahanic: 2.60% os ccc teh fe oC Cae ee eee 17 
Merrie LiGWwis toes nose cm sete ee Coe akc cath cae en ee ELCne ie nee 16 
Wiam Deparstien’, Us 622 234. < 2s eos EE ee eae 64 
Changes in the military districts of, ordered.........-.222.:..-ceee cere ee 70 
Citizens of. Correspondence with Abraham Lincoln .....:...-....---.--- Ls 
Confederate raidsin. Communications from C. Franklin...........------ 1058 
Marmaduke’s Expeditions into. ‘ 
Dee. 31, 1862—Jan. 25, 1863. Communications from 
COW MO VSri ey Mowe e setae H. ae enna e onan en ae oe renee 38 
(LCG CG Wreath Ga TM WE gD a tae nhl Si Eatin Ay eee eg ha cia. dune he dean i Ei 32 
Carbs sO AMO! te see ae ee ee sea eee ome ca aes 26, 30-32, 52, 71 
DAVISON WONT: Whee Genk ome e oe Nelo ce oot ace biomes Lee aie merc See 67 
OWOIno anes Ole meSoens ean cco cae Mere ane oc niseiee ne nis atea ania cere 62 
POLTOM ETUC eh ioe ni naidan/anlae woe lanai Snide «cnc cetesaee sha soe eee 34 
PT eo af Tr a) dae pam ea Ae NARS ha OS SRE NA SE Ft. 34 
Merril Pe wiscec: «sso See oes =< Pa PR Rig A A Ri SS eA te 8 os ys 36 
EATS VOOM hs cna oe nasser es dein ca aac me chara ayers 37 
PHUlipseyWillan Alo. oa 6 Sass \werscamn ae ue ae Soe ese ene 32 
Benoueldes olin Me soja che enn eter sic eim ale woven soo <r faces 28, 30, 38 
WHACERIN Wem PCCM Y Yrs tas Savin <5 cere wee ectice dis co iateletnye Septet 29, 49 
Wears NV Ti Bitl se ato eee oe oe Cipviea cu bara aie ia ae ace eee Se ome 35 
April 17-May 2, 1863. Communications from 
Army Headquarters .---......- Mae eos Sesh ak Dante es nce tee 254 
ENS UO RMP ALOT CLOE er Mite lee a niki nee woe mote nace tle inate na eta 257 
ESM aN USO LOIN EN oa ce Se tte ela ie ote wares ecsinte altima era uae eersiemeiaiacers 259 
MCLOT ROI Ll yioers wets taser ee oe sae seine aise inwisie dcp =a:ninia See eeeAaok 164 
Cloade vy ullan sss cee cca seseucieets + ses tes as ee Siactare wite erasers 207, 230 
AO UAT OD le LOO ewe kinase csein ase mice OE Fes SES ARE sc 840 
COIS POMC L, We ca enen = Meee ocncsee cae ac/-'en ieee cae eat eae 157, 
196, 203, 227, 235, 236, 244, 245, 248, 250, 251, 253-256, 258 
DAVIOSOH) JOU (Wire 2 rapeeses ences 157, 175, 219, 220, 232, 233, 254, 273 
Bwing, Thomas, jr... .-- act acc on ang none nine naan mci wamnse 257 
Geiger, Washington Wows. ose e on ene ek esa winisines ons 168 
(SECCUGs) COMO nem 2 nice = am nia el= mien eaysie s Sinble = aims melanie ainisintnnis 817, 818, 822 
AERTS MOTI GUE MGs RR ULC te Some wre 2 2 2 cane ain = eg ore oes alas ate tel 197, 219 
LOLTON, PURNCIS Jigs ac itie.2 18s a2ino ba cieman olin deb reiings oma 5 saeetele 196, 
199, 201, 204-207, 209, 218, 228-230, 233-236, 247, 251, 252, 254 
Livingston, Robert Roos on sa seweiede cee cineinieicn= sa nesese races 169, 174 
McConnel, Henry, Ui). £2 soso ooo ep nee can anime cranial eee sande ances 174 
MCKee, David) o- ncicieec wdele wee enon! «teas saiserie dm asesiecinm oe esames 225 
Mies A Oitie saga ce de onde dake sient vache ee <s 159, 175, 177, 178 
yi PeOiid VeCU LU LOe eepin eet seats ots sina san ciel vas na Seen aie cielaie ame OL 
PHOMSH Sralt saad nese cele a /a5 owes se cae sme ee BAR Ho Sates CRO ae oe 246 


Soboflela; Jol Ma0s vhiacieeh Jeass cobues ads i cate ucer G8, 195,156, 167 
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Missouri—Continued. 
Marmaduke’s Expeditions into. 
April 17-May 2, 1863. Communications from 
dD A CY Pes (0) oe hy ee ea es See i es ln a yee ae 203, 232, 250, 251 
Weer, William..... 182, 201, 206, 209, 216, 228, 229, 234, 236, 252, 257, 261, 262 
See also Cape Girardeau, Mo. Action at, April 26, 1863. 
Military departments embracing..........-. 70, 185, 315, 355, 362, 378, 570, 726, 803 
Militia: Referetices to ...cc--dcece oodcc ese oes weet 16, 73, 95, 97, 119, 230, 245, 259, 
271, 318, 322, 329, 451, 537, 542, 550, 556, 565, 577, 593, 621, 667, 679, 708, 751 
Ordinance defining qualifications of voters and civil officers in.-......--. 669 
See also Shelby’s Raid, Sept. 22-Oct. 26, 1863. 
Missouri, Adjutant-General of. 
Correspondence with 
Bartholow;Thomas' J .:42stue ete woe ees eee 95 
Oa Ben sii ca eee esau oats en ae ES oe eee ee 97 
Orders, General, series 1863: No. 4, 70; No. 7, 119; No. 17, 296. 
Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 4, 40. 
Missouri, Central, District of. 
Affairs in, Pe ncely. Communications from 
BHOW RUB DOEb Doi an aces ehis wens -nmolne suse ate ane eeeee See. 694, 695 
GuahanacG COruG= marca: oc ee ae Sees ays eee ys 599 
HBL SG COre Oe oes hac c ec ee geek ems eee ae ee 722 
Veauohans Richard Caos 55 see scne oe ee OaGeee eelce se eee 743 
Brown, E. B., assigned to command of the ..........---c-'n.. «ee-se---ce. 315 
Hall, George H., assigned to temporary command of the........-.-------- 716 
BelIRUM OX LENGE co. oo oe antec a ce ea te ee ace ek ee ee 570 
Loan, Ben.,,relieved from command of the ....--.....---..-.. .....2=s... 315 
Movement of troops in the. Communications from Egbert B. Brown ..... 749 
Orders, Circulars, series 1863: No. 6, 509. 
Orders, General, series 1863: No. 3, 64. 
Missouri, Citizens of. Correspondence with Abraham Lincoln.......--..... 3 
Missouri Democrat. 
Editors of the. Correspondence with W. M. Smallwood? =. nase eee 558 
HUXULACESMIrOMEbN Gass eae oes oe tees els ee ce 487, 551, 555, 558, 559, 562, 563 
Missouri, Department of the. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Curtis, Bammer Rs 255 25. iin at cs ee ies a ee 84, 107, 269 
DICKS SEGA meee es Sadler eats, wate er eos ae Sree en Cae adie learn ean canteen OO 45 
Philips William A ooh ences cele lc coe chee deen tele Se 96 
Behofield John McG utawies cvcan Soaecee eo anse AC aca aa 595 , 597, 689 
Curtis, Samuel R. ‘ 
Relieved trom command of the ....+-s-..2-.ss6 ccusseeteeee ea Q77 
Relinguishes.command-of the.....-.<...icesecnsscckecese Cee ee 292 
Habeas corpus. Suspension of the writ of, in the. Communications from 
John M. Schofield .<.c. Simian sc «besens oon use eee 546 
APARMAL RG IN HO. ol. ec apeoukcs Laoean ene ce 357, 547,571 


Orders, series 1863: No. 63, 391. 

Orders, Circulars, series 1863: Oct. 9, 627; ; Dec..25, 751. 

Orders, General, series 1863: No. 4, 29; No. 5,36; No. 6, 40; No. 11, 99; 
No. 12, 102; Nos. 13, 14, 122; No. 20, 154; No. 22, 181; No. 
24, 185 ; No. 30, 237; No. 41, 292; No. 42, 293; No. 43, 2955 
No. 47, "312; No. 48, 315; No. 61, 355; Nos. 62, 63, 357; No. 
64, 359; No. 69, 364; No. 75, 408; No. 79, 432; No. 85, 470; 
No. 86, 474; No. 89, "481; No. 91, 503; No. 92, 511; No. 96, 
546, 5825 Nos. 101, 102, 577 § No. 103, 580; No. 118, ‘666 ; No. 
120, 668 ; No. 130, 696; No. 137, 710. 
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Missouri, Department of the—Continued. i 
Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 14, 47; No. 195, 383; No. 255, 542; No. 
260, 570; No. 268, 588; No. 269, 593; No. 270, 600; No. 
275, 621; No. 276, 627; No. 283, 662; No. 293, 679; No. 311, . 
708; No. 322, 716; No. 327, 726. 

Schofield, John M. 9 
ASsIPNed 6O THe COMMANG Of tO. soca slcd cons toes aon beet we seeeloe eee 277 
PASHaMes COMMAIC OF7tNO <= 0ee ooo sine os ace Sock ae nee 293 

Sumner, Edwin V., assigned to command of the.......2....--c.e.+s---+e- 152 

Union troops in the. Organization, strength, etc. 

RENN POO ae ts SE Sale ROSS Mase oe enene Dee Ren AEE ce oe ec eaees 89, 90 
POT LCOS setae sie loete sw ce Sane cena esas See e at OS cE eee 127-132 
BEATER LOOSS cnatnsinin se -es4s coc G canes ce eds snare ner eae tae 187-189 
PAPEL OOo ee nec weenie San sxc Races meses reese eee Cae 263, 264 
OS Ss Oe rel gerne ere ys Secs nha ae Rcnipehar gaye seen 299, 300 
ON LOO 5 en minim 55 wren 6, ove wea. wel cpus slneie anche sslexbmes Muatien <a Rea Oe 
alys LeGoei2 = tee see ac05 4 iseiso teakjaclen cajse pee sumseeeiecianclee omens eer 415-421 
UL OOS Se awd Bains cana Kase bine ce Mee Shee ee pee nee ee 503-505 
Solis (hci) es Se peepee deieeuatne ons Sam Wwstewdotawe eat Seapine tet 585 
etn (oO fos cats cca 3 Sf ujacaerels rei taiae cre sive acme a alae sae tees . 686, 687 
NOG pEOOS. on stn cas einen < saab ricec cesses Rime fistate oi sista! watts seis me eccaies 727 
Dee mL Cloe eon. soawee wes st a meen Saini det cee & sien coetinect ose oee eas 758-766 
Missouri, Governor of. 

Correspondence with 
Curtis, Samuel RK. s..-.-22-- « na SOR one a wemaccd 16, 31, 91, 180, 245, 259, 273 
MCE MONEY occ atctonine odisinGnde aditcstiscecse oases deeees eseaecce mene 273 
PME OMY, A DTA RGM ee 2 Bic Foie ies are cee we) 4o 5 hae «eae neta he 17, 184, 584 
MEnOneld, Onn Mugs 25 eee. ek cc. ok ec Bees eas so Oe an eo eee 318 

Orders, General, series 1863: No. 24, 577. 

Missouri, Northeastern District of. 

Assessment of disloyal citizens. 

Ordered ees oo sae tet opie a cate mone sa siaee eas eee Sar picate Seereaeeee 47 
PART BUS DETMLOC vastecs tale ori cae Se afcet oat slaieta cateln's' neces -teiele hacclelsconte sie 64 

McKean, Thomas J., assumes command of the ...........---..----------- 86 

Orders, Circulars, series 1863: Jan. 3, 16; Jan. 20, 64. 

Orders, General, series 1863: No. 1, 86. 

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 7, 47. 

Missouri, Northern, District of. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from Odon Guitar ......-.. nee a 590 

Constituted, and limits defined...) <..-. 2s «eccee ances saanee lan bac etee 355 

Guitar, Odon. 

Assigned to command of the. ...- .-.- --- 20+ .--200 cone eee een ee noone 355 
Assumesicommand of the: 2.4 355... 6 sce eaccqcsncwseisuiv= salaacsn = celal 362 

Orders, General, series 1863: No. 1, 362; ‘No. 2, 365. 

Missouri Republican. Extracts from the.......---.---.- 547-550, 553, 555, 560, 563 
Missouri, Southeastern, District of. 

Affairs in, generally, Communications from 
Fisk, Clinton B....... eee cae eeaye aaa 2 521, 567, 580, 665, 678, 683, 707, 719, 720 
ineepery Walliam Ir soo. c/o 22s ooo tsa als nieve le aon amin wns <2 amines 734 

Fisk, Clinton B., assumes command of the...--....---------+---.-------- 383 

Merged into the District of Saint Louis....-.... Meade cialieen aa eaan iss nee 726 


Orders, General, series 1863: No. 1, 383. 
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Missouri, Southwestern, District of. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Campbell Hugh J sos c. wes sen cite anvee paces crewintioe caine a amea elem aaares 514 
Cathéewood, udiwin Ces sca. fase on ceeece ek sain matinee ae meeam 744 
Cossrove, JOh Mess ia isat vases eee eae poem Mera cee eer te eee A437. 
Harrison, MvLia) Rue.ie2 oe ob cis c- Sale ae ewe jel  ina ets ele per 71 
Hhivineston; homes Ky ssoccsscc me here sete eu nea ete = ae eee 849 
MCN eile olinie nessa tite scum Sete eces oe eee tere ke ee 445, 502, 517, 534 
Ehalips tJ Gh te Rae SOE oe Soe eran ochre rarer ei eee nee cone ara ee 412 
Sambonas I OME. coe = cere eon ciate ee can ne 693, 705, 751, 752 
Brown, Egbert B., assigned to command of the...........--.---- -s- -«-- 40 
Davidson, John W., assigned to command of the............-.-.---------- 122 
McNeil, John. 
Assuiies command ‘of ‘thers ss5F2sc2ks 3s ape oe taeedan eae ees 378 
Relieved from ‘commend of thre S222 55h Ss.c a . coe ee 666 
Orders, General, series 1853: No. 15, 378. ® 
Sanborn, John B., assigned to command of the..........222c------+ ec eeee 666 
Schofield, John M. 
Assigned-be commatd of: thers2sict32ise 52556572 io ee 185 
Relieved from ‘command ofthe fo cris lecte225, fo ee 40 


Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Bell’s, 846; Bledsoe’s, 846, 868-870, 1086 ; 
Griswold’s, 943, 1067; Ruffner’s, 781, 851, 1066, 1086; Tilden’s, 781, 1066. 

Cavalry—Dorsey’s Squadron, 828, 833. Battalions : Elliott’s, 209, 437, 846, 
1067; Kitchen’s,* 819, 832, 845, 846, 851, 858, 863, 919, 921,954; Living- 
ston’s,t 33, 48, 282, 412, 1099; Shanks’, 846; Wood's, 426, 1054, 1067, 
1127; Young’s, 846, 1067. Companies: Collins’, 1067; Cummins’, 1067; 
Deadrick’s, 1067; Reves’, 174, 427, 676, 734, 841, 845, 930, 934. Regiments: 
Jeans’, 846, 924, 1067; Lawther’s, 1066, 1127; Porter's, 275; 2a, 791, 942; 
3d, 646, 851, 1114; 4th, 174, 781, 845, 851, 923, 1067; Sth, 846, 924, 1067; 
6th, 846, 924, 1067; 8th, 177, 823, 846, 851, 875, 986, 1067. 

Infantry—Battalions : Musser’s, 781, 851, 866, 969, 1066; Pindall’s Sharp- 
shooters, 781, 832, 1066; Caldwell’s, 781, 832,968, 1057, 1066; Clark’s, 
177, 781, 851, 866, 969, 1057; Hunter's, 781, 832, 968, 1057, 1066; Mitchell’s, 
781, 851, 969, 1057, 1066 ; Steen’s, 781, 832, 968, 969, 1057, 1066 ; White's, 
781, 832, 968, 1057, 1066; 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 1057. 

Miscellaneous—Regiments: Freeman’s, 266, 267, 426. 

Missouri Troops. Mentioned, (Union. ) 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Ist State Militia, 125, 132, 343, 419, 420, 764; 
Johnson’s State Militia,t 125, 131, 132. Regiments: 1st (Batteries), A, 
19-21, 72, 133; B, 128, 158, 159, 164, 165, 273; B, 130; F, 130, 235; K, 346, 
348, 422, 697, 761; Ls, 130, 344, 375, 417, 763, 765; 2d, 71, 128, 129. 259, 267, 344, 
417, 630, 763; (Batteries), A, 765; B,§ 765; C,765; D, 129, 273, 345, 417, 
726, 760, 763; B,760; G, 766; K, 345, 417, 418, 697; M, 128, 231, 282, 345, 
418, 697. ; 

Cavalry—Battalions: 24 State Militia, 132. Regiments: 1st, 65, 129, 130, 
206, 312, 345, 383, 418, 480, 717, 760, 765, 766; Ist State Militia, 98, 125, 132, 

, 222, 269, 294, 295, 322, 323, 343, 363, 396, 413, 419, 420, 448, 455, 545, 764; 2d, 
16, 51, 131, 269, 345, 382, 402, 418, 427, 565, 760, 954; 24 State Militia, 129, 
164, 173, 273, 345, 387, 388, 417, 574, 765; 3d, 71, 128, 129, 173, 232, 312, 345, 
418, 435, 701, 760; 3a State Militia (new), 129, 232, 233, 273, 343, 345, 417, 


‘Organized as a regiment July 9, 1863. { Battery attached to 1st Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 
j Also called Pickler’s, § Heavy. 
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Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union)—Continued. 3 

Cavalry—Regiments; 3d State Militia (new), 750, 765, 766, 921; 3d State 
Militia (old), 97,98; 4th, 128, 157, 158, 164, 165, 173,176; 4th State Mili- 
tia, 125, 132, 322, 323, 325, 329, 343, 347, 364, 396, 403, 419, 420, 448, 545, 571, 
589, 590, 762, 764, 875; 5th State Militia (new), 98, 129, 130, 344, 375, 417, 
418, 541, 744,745,765; Sth State Militia (old), 80, 97, 98, 124, 125, 132, 222, 
260, 319, 323, 327, 328, 347; 6th, 130, 134, 311, 312, 387,388, 417, 539, 542, 765, 
954; 6th State Militia, 98, 125, 132, 343, 418, 419, 438, 445, 517, 526, 534, 592, 
599, 702, 706,744,763; 7th, 130, 312, 345, 382,418,760; 7th State Militia, 
38, 98, 129, 185, 334, 345, 352, 418, 419, 448, 599, 694,746, 764; 8th, 130,234, ° 
345, 382, 418, 565, 760 ; 8th State Militia, 98, 129, 345, 352, 418, 440, 445, 517, 
526, 534, 599, 617, 664, 678, 695, 706, 762, 763,921; 9th State Militia, 98, 
125, 129, 323, 328, 329, 334, 343, 419, 646, 654, 655, 764, 766; LOth, 9, 20, 21, 27, 
65; 10th State Militia, 98,173; 11th, 128, 179, 344, 367, 417, 469, 511, 
524, 545, 568, 571, 589, 590, 678, 693, 706, 726, 752, 756, 762, 763, 766; 12th, 
766 ; L2th State Militia, 97,98, 129; 13th State Militia, 98; 14th State 
Militia, 97,98, 129. 

Engineers—Regiments: Bissell’s, 721. 

Infantry—Regiments: 1st (Colored), 766; Ist Prov. B. M., 96, 329, 348, 578, 

~ 637, 646, 648, 649,766; Ist State Militia, 129, 251, 273, 344, 417, 765, 766; 
2d (Colored), 766; 2d Prov. E. M., 96, 329, 348, 578,766; 3a Prov. EB. M., 
344, 367, 578, 766; 4th Prov. B. M., 344, 578,766; 5th Prov. B. M., 474, 
545, 578, 620; 6th Prov. E. M., 345, 353, 418, 578, 706, 763, 765, 766; 7th B. 
M., 621, 662,667; 7th Prov. EH. M., 345, 352, 418, 578, 706, 763, 766; Sth EB. 
M., 563; 8th Prov. HE. M., 345, 578, 588, 600, 632, 679; 9th Prov. E. M., 
578, 631,766; LOth Prov. BE. M., 542; 11th Prov. B. M., 542,543; 12th, 
548; 21st, 9,19, 27,39; 23d, 128, 129, 132, 251, 344, 418, 668; 24th, 128, 216, 
251, 273, 331, 345, 375-377, 380, 417, 760; 25th, 128, 179, 322, 375, 417, 477, 
721; 25th EB. M., 179; 26th B. M., 345, 418, 578; 27th, 129, 344, 417; 
27th E. M., 329,348; 3lst B. M., 766; 32a E. M., 233; 33d, 9, 19-21, 
39, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 422, 429; 35th, 9, 20, 21, 27, 134, 265, 301, 346, 348, 
422; 35th E. M., 329,348; 37th E. M., 329,348; 39th E. M., 587,598; 
42d E.M., 766; 45th B. M., 329,348; 48th E. M., 587-589, 598, 1143; 
66th E. M., 329, 348, 766; 67th BE. M., 329, 348,766; 68th E. M., 233; 
69th E. M., 329, 348; 74th E. M., 766; 75th E. M., 766; 80th E. M., 
766; Slst BE. M., 766; 82d BE. M., 766, 1143; Mississippi Marine 


Brigade, 123. 


Mitchel, IGIPLOMOM Cena san aceln aa od tee ose n mcicterae es vba Wevatnetee ieete 599 
Mitchell, C. B. Mentioned..-....--.---.--------- Ce acaseumemattrite 1005, 1010, 1092 
Mitchell, Charles S. Mentioned... .....-2.2. ..2c20-c-ee cee ene cece cena neee 851, 969 
Mitchell, James A. Mentioned......----.----- ----20 +--+ 2+ vse e ee eee e ee wees 133 
Mix, Bdward H. Mentioned...--...----.-----++----+ -----+ 120+ enone eee 24 97 
Mix, Franklin B. Mentioned...--- SP RN A ESE IEP IMAI, SRR ISP BY Sires ars Bes 2s 132 
Mochel, George H. Mentioned ..--..-.-------------------++-----+---- scan 344 
Moer,S.H. Mentioned ..-.-...-...---- ---20- eee cece ee eee eee ee eres eee 173 
Monks, MeitIONAG scree aco Da eee cole dale hele aise sin eeion sintaa cereeeeine 426 
Monks, William. Mentioned .....---...--0-+ e202 seen ee scree cee eee eee e en ee- 353 


Monroe, James C. 
Correspondence with 


Brown; G. W..-- ~~ ---200 cocens sewccs vec ece ences cose ba dalla ais bella 1025 
Marmaduke, John S...... 1-22 2222 cones een eee cee ee cone ween es tee nne ee 1027 
Steele, William...--...--.-. 22. 202 ec cee cone teen e eee eee eee eee 773, 787, 791 
Mentioned.----. Bec HELE SINE SO cE CACC Ie 153, 773, 775, 776, 801, 833, 848 


Monroe, Thomas. Mentioned...-....-...---- ‘eels eau's)sivis erase auiys oa2 ei 1050, 1051 


» 
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Page. 
Montgomery, A. S. For correspondence as A.A. A. G., see John W. Davidson. 
Montgomery, Milton. 
Correspondence with 
Hurlbut eStephen A.: o<. o. 225 s-etodeeeoaceue cece sesenens Jon niwins eee 458, 459 
Steele: Mred erick tin c.oise oss kaiceeeeeaasnene adic keine waar ieee 458 
Mentioned...-... a Sa rain Sicgssae o\einis Wee Aceon ate eae eee eee 423, 444, 471, 673 
Montgomery, Samuel. 
Correspondence with 
Fiske Cin tone Biccisv ase sae,ous ve scigsls sien ae Sis eee aes a ee 720, 721, 727 
Rogers, POND. Bi ob a cevle ans sais lezisiatemie secmiinw smieie’ sjsmisin se a5 ogi ee 
Meontioned:2.5°- evince ance ices 34, 130, 134, 417, 497, 438, 542, 632, 720, 721, 729, 765 
Moody}; Joel,.. Mentioned 5645 ainctiascn wean ee deepen Gane n eee eee ee 150 
Mooalight,:Thomas..,, Mentioned :.2-c22 «2 +. -scmaccassecee yieaneee sean 392, 763 
For correspoudence as A. A. G., see James G. Blunt. s 
Moore.C, Bi. Mentioned oe see Jatercoueccr an resige ees mra ans! 1050 
Moore David. = Monticned. cous .ceses ce cease ete neice oe een ee 9, 19, 285 
Moote; James 8. Mentioned’). oc acenc selec eee ee 294, 295 
iMoore; entry. Die “Men toned: seas.ccoc cutie w eek cece ce tee oe ee ee 678 
Noore} di Hace Men HON OU Rse2k ok Se can ins es ee ee ieee $oScisis ROE oe aes 757 
Moore;Johne Cx 2Mentioneds tsi. ake seks bone eee ee ee 436, 815 
For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see John S. Marmaduke. 
Moore, L. L. : 
Correspondence with 
ERGO SleTliNn Ge. a oS aie aetem sicieis eels? wise Seis ne ee a See ee 882 
bite Wards oe Kalas sec arele pace cance ut a Sars See eee 869 876, 878, 880, 881 
Mentionedics. cess siameces a pote sie.queiattlaivivinia sa Sion ene oh ciais ia sea aieeieeene 870, 876, 881 
Moore; “thomas: Os. Mentioned s scmeceesseenseeee eee coer 935, 996, 1004, 1005 
For correspondence, etc., see Louisiana, Governor of. 
Moore, 2W,. Pse Montioned <a seeiatce: tno obccs e mt ricn gamsice se nee eee eee 1144, 1145 
Moore, Williant;B. Mentioned’... asx,sb nc <ccuccuseccde od coashinee ee 764 
Morgan, A. S. 
Correspondence with William Steele...... 0.22.0... .ecece cecnce vee. 933, 951, 957 
Moentionede Js treks sa cee ons ShGlomieseats ae aibie seta hate Sees ke eee 955 
Morgan, CsA ap Men tioned: sce e sa dies once saicis a hloceen eee eee ee oe ah 
Morgan, Charles L. 
Correspondence with Sterling Price. 1. s\snscescnue ceeds tee nsocey meee 1066 
MembLOMG dace \ supine Se eta es cee mn alaea cum oe areas Wajseee beens 845, 986, 1032, 1033 
Morgan, JohnH. Moettioned.. 2. 0.0%) buss oo daeee ooeteseae ete 379, 606, 937 


Morrell, Bill. Mentionéd...... ccvabcceece casa ten basa ee es 723 
Morzis,“Bdmond J... “Mentioned... . 0... ..:..0< ches <cesushcone cote eeds pene ane 
Morris; Samuel.” Mentioned’. 0222.05. Dooce cece seusieeticnene tate Sete haces OO 


Moreey; Fi. Mentioned 00... ege0.4..- scuba neue cnsbeekekie een tee 
Morton, Quin. 
Correspondence with 


Browy, Hghert Bass... ivcct esas ak ad meee eae meee eee eee 645 
Ewing,Chomas, fries ss. sset gett ace se dbase taeda ence Rhee eee 663 

PGteens Tames Pic boc lm ci lalsiiclokels poe ke 2 na 641, 653, 654, 658 
Mentioned -...--. 232, 417, 622, 631, 638, 639, 642, 645, 653-655, 658, 660, 664, 665, 668 
Mosely, William. Mentioned...... 2 die. 9 oan winleiee Smee Chas erase Sree OS 844 
Moss,James: HH.) Montioned ss Jes ..3 Soe eee oe ae 584, 587, 588, 590, 598, 766, 1143 


Mott, Captain, Mentioned, . nc se. cpeges boFuseb tienen es She eee ee 574 
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Mount Vernon, Mo., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with John 
MCN Giga eons acts, eats he ae et siseals lego eater ees ee eee 593 
Mouton, Alfred. 
Correspondence with E. Kitby Smith... 2... 2. cccce sels dosceavucecticese 1110 
MMPMNOR D ns he Boos wa sie wanna rd aie d Daa bau Sd head A ee aT 
Mulligan,dames A> Mentioned 2272 1.5222 tise Selon ea ee 1146 
Mullins, Alexander W. 
Correspondence with 
METS OE vata Seto or Ati aw on ac ada ve Seal care oy desc thoone Loses 294 
MGMEerran;, VRMeESsecc-caoces< geese ens tens sede eee tT ee ee pies AAS 
Uh ECDUTYS ES TEA Sat Sele ls 5 See A ts es ey wage Sine Seisin ee ae retoe 294, 343, 419 
Malina John D. Mentioned :..- 25.25 2s sees ld pes star eee eee ee 746 
Munitions of War. Supplies of, ete. Communications from 
PE LVORAUBECOLS “cdo ste cisco civ. eget oaletects somes ace aa carpe eet ae ae 26,579 
GOT IRHAC oe 2 fe vo's So Gnome covimas sete eric can ee eee eee eee 1144, 1145 
RaW Waite) cere caine sae Ge saieie nile eae wins (oat aiala saree cele lane eee ee 815 
REDO sbi war dy Cle cae cleaie ccoso= op caw eens os aoe nee ence ee eae eee 1143, 1144 
ABUTS POBIONEG Ronee oe weeie nee cen = nore e nec cee weeenlseteas oe MSE asec 25, 66 
ANS st CHOT BROW: 2a a crys ele gelc sein wh ass ee pin iam nl oes wn meres nis ores me eee 1068 
Grant OD PERM oP iata os otsiciuje'n'nisro nia o's slate bt eel ge att ie eee ee aera eae Te 816 
CTO WOE) SINOH) Ole fs te 2 - aw ew wie = lewis sea miciceinieein seem seen heel sees eee aan 62 
erinome Mi ba Gy oe vas lee eMeiccinn= sae cee Sales cea nice cnc ete eee eee 192, 246 
ae YANES Vice Elite mtn ciel h = ccia wicis wa ek Weta (ane een cai sits /atatetente tere ohare aeayret 1136, 1145 
PISrrOn ELANCE d - oc ae~ @ owinine p= omen owe em Pip poe COSa ee Ubapanecnas soee 210 
igumies, 2 Hoopbilud Hire afe— etna ee nes ae einin eee eine ee ee 1144, 1145 
POHUAGU ELE te a aaa camiews cca en este eens snincen mec camies amicen ei eee meee 106 
Ordnance Department, ©. 8. Alc ec oct wnem. nce teennineen caste teeee ieee 815 
POeips. |W UWA Al. ee cam sce 2 as wee ate eee efeln a eeninwe towers 60 
Iie CO nisi 22 0 ge ese e ia OR SSAC acon SAE Sos eseCoUSSStgsA “ase 1144 
Smith, os Kathys acse. 2 --on<e 854, 859, 968, 1003, 1021, 1053, 1056, 1087, 1092, 1110 
Steele, William -... --.- ---- 220-29 - ooo - eee s horn ene n ne - ce erence ne wenn 1082 
War Department, U.S..-.-.- .----. ------ -- - 2220+ 222 secon s noone een ee 499, 538 


See also Army Headquarters to Banks, Grant, and Steele, p. 578. 
Murphy, George W. 


Correspondence with Egbert B. Brown...---.---------- vis ga ae Dale inet eatecees 360 

Mentioned ...--. .----+ ---- -- 2 = oe een ween ee ree te eee ee ne ee eee ee 343, 763 
Murphy, Richard. : 

Correspondence with Thomas A, DAN1OSs vauc cison cetene oko aatie Gee teteaes 744 

WIGHTIONGE caiccu ces ans clase se ob ccc esis veawinew sce amicegs sa gines balm ale 344, 418, 765 


Murrah, P. Mentioned..-....--.---.---- --++--22 ++ 22+ -----++----+ 1004, 1005, 1007 
Murrell, Frank. Mentioned........-------- +--+ ++eere cree rece ce cere ee eeeess 421 


Music, William. Mentioned.......----.------+---++ +--+ e222 eee eee ee eee eee 695 
Musser,RichardH. Mentioned........-..----- --2+-+-¢-- 20 eeeeeeeeee ee ee-. 851 
Myers, Frederick. Mentioned ......-.-----.-----+-+-+eeeee eee eee cere ee ee 194, 306 
Myers, William. Mentioned -...-.--..--------------+ +--+ sree +--+ ceeee eee 696 
Nasmith, SamuelJ. Mentioned..--....----.--+++-+---+ ee eee eee eee cree nese 423 
Navy, U.S. Co-operation with Army....--..---.-----++-2+ cere eee eee eee 14, 70 


151, 246, 250, 252, 253, 268, 319, 338, 352, 354, 438, 443-445, 452, 454, 747 
See also Schofield to Pennock, pp. 319, 336, 338; Pennock to Schofield, p. 338; 
Porter to Prentiss, p. 381; Bache to Steele, p. 444 ; Phelps to Steele, 


p. 522. 


Navy Department, C. S. Correspondence with Edward C, Cabell.......... 1001 
Navy Department, U. S. Correspondence with 
Army Headquarters ..---------- Bee D AS cA Sart eapbe te Me ceae come eleuee ee 


Porter, David D.-----+serrrserrecpecerrrnecccs ceca rerscrcreescesseccescr 
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Page. 
Nebraska. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Creigehton poe 5b 235 ase ec ic Solano 2 to ne olewincw depict cars e ace Ree eeee ema L 


Nebraska; (Governorof 2222. 220 st tsese nee cos'p qesicges oc ape eee ee 211 
Military departments embracing --....:--. 0-222. 020. ee cece eens woe a 388,768 
Nebraska, -Distroctiof..wlimits defined: . os 2.1. acm isaisniescescieise een ee een 383 


Nebraska, Governor of. Correspondence with Army Headquarters. 137, 211, 224, 231 
Nebraska Troops. Mentioned. 
Cavalry—Regiments : 2d, 131, 137, 142, 186, 211, 255, 260, 291, 347, 350, 406, 
421, 504. , 
Infantry—Regiments : 1st,* 128, 152, 174, 273, 345, 417, 567, 622, 623, 627, 629, 
638, 640, 654, 695, 715, 726, 763. 
Negroes. Employment of, as laborers. See Slaves. 


Neishbors Wash. Mentioned: co eas cine Soe) eee eee ee 574 
Weillctenry:- Mentioned: .:.s.c- oc hous ews cite s Seenacinn mere ee eons eee 518, 545, 578 
Nelson solu: Mentioned: cain.) 2s ccn cane co ote toes qelsine pe earee oe eee eee 599 
Neosho, Mo,, Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with John Edwards. 603 
Newby,,Aaron J. Mentioned 2.2. 05+ See as deuce nine vkeds weceeeerea ase bens 128 
New, ita Wigs. si. MOntlONeG:. ..v.mcme anaes tass ses ae ee a eee 151, 153, 331, 375 
New Madrid, Mo. 
Defenses of. Board of Officers appointed to examine into and report on-. 98 
Evacuation of, Dec. 28, 1862. Communications from 
ci CAE, Bin ert Ae os Sacie sn See Gye Sans ae swe, a Sood aac 18 
Gurbisoamnelshe sss sc con somos aoe ces cae ce See Sane LE eee 19 
Pek Ciatop Bic... Ss ape doco ewaic ues Shue lcs sae ee 19 
Re-enforcements for. Communications from : 
ASUODI CALE GAO OM ce ierelelste im clase; qinis, cress 2) carers ae ac Cees e Eee eT 331 
Schotields JolnsMto.- recive aban ceeee Sack COR Cea ees hie eae eee 331 
Reoccupation of, Jan. 2, 1663. Communiéations from Clinton B. Fisk..-.. 19 
Wewilal;-Jessex.... Mentioned ..: ccccvas conc ons ec cous veseee ee eee 417 


New Mexico Troops. Mentioned. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 131. 
Newton County. Mo. Scout into, May 21-30, 1863. Communications from 
James GrBlant-..c Susy. Ve Sabacigse.ochi ce yee aa ctatiee am Sete eee 297 
Newton, Robert C. 
Correspondence with 


Marmaduke, Jott S ncn cns cereus seeeurpescaeweseos Sudea ee eae 1043 
Rainwater, Charled © .\s cvs ieaus Se feas cece pone ee ane aera 1043 

IMIG HELO OGL. crores Cee aie Sal AG Serene beta ett einte ciate ew a A am 845, 1084 

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see T. C. Hindman. 

BMioboula Mr. Mentioned. - i020. eit. ne secs cose Upwmn en eu ieuewm ese ponetnate aammee 370 
Mionols, BB. Mentioned ose... ses ecwac tunis vane Chay Caekce amare nnn 1135 
mghole Prederic C.. Mentioned)... ...... ...ccbeses epaneeeenectecmenr ett 417, 725 
Nioholsswilliam Hi.’ Mentioned x. .c-2.. csc cane apeee sues oboe en reen : 964 
Michels, James.’ Mentioned . .. ..sc.dseds srececes seg aeeudtacen tence 599 
INODi@ iene y.s.. Mentioned 1.25... 5..estuactaniecles Cea R eet one on eRen aE 215, 459 
Noble, 2.06. Mentioned... 2... sascve vases cnonce Gnaeus ues oOoeeE Tee ee 829 
Norflect Gi dais Mentioned °:... 5 cass cone cutee SEER Ee OR EER ane ee 673 
Nomis, Thomas, Mentioned . ..0.. Jatin sewsedweedenace vanes eee ci ee 1032 


Norris; Wesley WW.) Mentioned. «0.2.5 coos scum saan usp oulletenme ems ie cual ee 

Northeastern Arkansas, District of. (Union.) See Arkansas, Northeastern, 
District of. 

Northeastern Missouri, District of. (Union.) See Missouri, Northeastern, 
District of. 


* Designation changed to Ist Nebraska Cavalry, Oct, 11, 1843_ 
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Northern Missouri, District of. (Union.) See Missouri, Northern, District of. , 
Northwest, Department of the. : 
Affairsin, generally. Communications from John ROPOQ 2/525 thease eee 371, 
397, 403, 569, 612, 671, 729 
First Military District of the, merged into the District of Dakota .....--. 70 
Miller, Stephen, assigned to a command in the.............-.--.-- nese aes 708 
Movements of Indians in. Communications from H. H. Sibley.........-- 768 


Orders, General, series 1863: No. 12, 194; No. 14, 217; No. 21, 315; No. 

30, 470; No. 36, 529; No. 40, 612; No. 43, 711; No. 45, 730; 

No. 48, 745. 
Status of the Invalid Corps in the. Communications from John Pope .... 683 
Union troops in the. Organization, strength, etc. : 


aero s LOO Smet eer. tacos ee ak gece keene bee iNee Ors ae eee 90 
AUG SU MECOS, wie ss) dacs anne mes aoe che oe 2s OL eee 349, 350 
BNCOre— op LEDs ec sn geste g ee aie oct: SSMU wil Sank re Soa eS a eg ee 767 
Northwestern Arkansas, Commanding Officer of U. S. Forcesin. Cor- 
respondence with William Steele. .........-..-02-....22---2cce0 154 
Northwestern Arkansas, District of. (Union.) See Arkansas, Northwestern, 
District of. 
BV Oreor Galen (Grn “Mentone 2 oo a<.clsga namin ss ces cas cee e sige be sane 418 
Novelty, Steamer. Mentioned ....... sige ae CE Ucn daest cee Re eee em 757 


O’Bannon, L. W. . 
Announced as Chief Quartermaster, Trans- Mississippi Department ....... 991° 


Morrespondence: with J..P Johnsons! 29 <.8. ee ceca Women sion en cites Ione 1134 

Mentioned .............- ie a RiP i IRR IT 991, 1004, 1066, 1078, 1128 
Geren: Georeo MM. Mentioned =. 2.20 225-527. ss7 shee stae ees ee toes 687, 765 
Ser ees t, F MLOTLIOMOG) fo os Hho oc ovine Sotelo no pmcisiese pe leas melaneleeeties 229 
aMtleyy RODEIL ET. ; MeOnNUOREO 2. cuenta wins o- cc e aa So teste eeeaee eae 132 
Orden, Panny, Steamer. Mentioned... sata f--2- sce seen Soe 320, 321, 377, 615 
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> Sometimes designated as 6th Cavalry. 
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